
I d a h o  P a n h a n d l e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
O c t o b e r  24,  1979 
T h e r i a u l t / B a r t o n  Tape 14; S i d e  2  
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. .. few months  a t  c o a l  boy  and t h e n  i n  t h e  r o u n d h o u s e  as  o i l  
house  man and t h e n . .  . 
What d i d  t h e  o i l  house man do? 
D i s t r i b u t e  t h e  o i l  t h a t  t h e  emp loyees  wanted,  f o r  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  l o c o m o t i v e s  and c a r s ,  and a h . . .  
How d i d  you g e t  t h e  o i l  a r o u n d  i n  t h e  r o u n d  house? 
They w o u l d  come and g e t  t h e i r  own. They ... t h e y ' d  have t o  
come t o  t h e  o i l  house j u s t  l i k e  a  s t o r e k e e p e r .  
And how w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  i t  o u t  t o  them? 
Measure  i t .  
Was i t  i n  drums o r ?  
Ah? 
Was i t  i n  drums? 
Yea. 
What a r e  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  j o b s  t h a t  you d i d ,  c o u l d  you  
d e s c r i b e  them? I d i d n ' t  g e t  t hem down f a s t  enough.  
What i s  a  h o s t l e r ?  
A h o s t l e r  i s  t h e  one t h a t  p u t  t h e  e n g i n e s  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  
r o u n d h o u s e .  B u t ,  t h e  h o s t l e r  a p p l i e s  t o  many t h i n g s .  They 
h a v e  h o s t l e r s ,  you t a k e  i n  a  p a r k i n g  c e n t e r ,  a n y t h i n g .  
T h a t  w o u l d  be  a  h o s t l e r  t h a t  t a k e s  t h e  c a r s  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t  
and  p a r k s  them, and so  on. So, h e ' s  k i n d  o f  a  cowboy, I 
g u e s s .  He-he-he-he. 
What was t h e  n e x t  j o b  t h a t  you d i d ?  
F i r e m a n .  
What does t h a t  i n v o l v e ?  
W e l l ,  some e n g i n e s  had c o a l  and some o i l .  B u t  o u r s  were 
m o s t l y  a l l  o i l .  And, a h  ... i t ' s  a  busy  j o b .  You had t o  
know what  you was d o i n g ,  do e v e r y t h i n g  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  
t h e  way t h e  e n g i n e e r  was w o r k i n g  t h e  e n g i n e .  
D i d  t h e y  have  f i r e m e n  on t h e  e l e c t r i c  l o c o m o t i v e s ?  
D i d  t h e y ?  
Yea. 
Yes.  
Was t h a t . . . w e r e  t h e  j o b s  ... ? 
Ah? 
Was i t  much d i f f e r e n t ,  t o  be  a  f i r e m a n  o n  an e l e c t r i c  
l o c o m o t i v e  t h a n  on a  s team l o c o m o t i v e ?  
W e l l ,  on t h e  e l e c t r i c  i t  d i d n ' t  amount t o  as  much b u t  
t h a t ' s  a  busy  j o b .  T h a t  i s  f o r  anybody t h a t  does h i s  work  
p r o p e r l y .  L o t s  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  and.  . . had  t o  be  an e f f i c i e n t  
and t o  be  o f  any v a l u e  t o  t h e . .  . B u t  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r s  t h e r e  
c a n  b e  some t h a t  s o l d i e r  a l o n g ,  you know. 
What was y o u r  n e x t  j o b  a f t e r ,  t h e  f i r e m a n ?  
E n g i n e e r .  
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And when d i d  you  s t a r t  d o i n g  t h a t ?  
Oh, i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s  and up ' t i l . . . ' 6 0 s .  
Do you  remember y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t  d a t e ?  
Ah? 
Do you  remember y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t  d a t e ?  
I t  was May ' 6 3 .  
What was y o u r  f a v o r i t e  j o b  o f  a l l  o f  them, w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  
r a i l r o a d ?  
W e l l ,  I i m a g i n e  e n g i n e e r ,  was... 
Why i s  t h a t ?  
Oh, you had t h e . . . i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  and . . .y  ou had  t o  be 
w e l l  p o s t e d  f o r  y o u r  j o b ,  and t h a t  made i t  a t t r a c t i v e ;  and 
l o t s  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
On h e l p e r  s e r v i c e ,  d i d  you t a k e  t h e  t r a i n  up t o  t h e  t u n n e l  
and t h e n  c u t  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a i n  and . . .  
Yes s i r .  And t h e n  c u t  o u t  t h e r e  and come back .  
D i d  b o t h  p a s s e n g e r  and f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  u s e  h e l p e r s ?  
Ah? 
D i d  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s  u s e  h e l p e r s  t o o ,  o r  j u s t  t h e  
f r e i g h t s ?  
Yea. The p a s s e n g e r  had  t o  have h e l p e r s  t o o ;  w i t h  t h e  s team 
e n g i n e  b u t  n o t  w i t h  t h e  m o t o r s .  
Was t h a t  because t h e  e l e c t r i c  w a s n ' t  p o w e r f u l  enough t o  
p u l l  t hem u p  t h e  h i l l s ?  
The g r a d e  was t o o  s t e e p .  Ah ... coming  i n  t h e r e  was w a t e r  
g r a d e  a b o u t  .4 o f  1% and up ,  s t a r t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e r e  was 1 
and .7. T h a t  was o v e r  t h e  m o u n t a i n s ,  a l l  1 .7%. 
W h a t ' s  t h e  h i g h e s t  g r a d e  you  have a r o u n d  h e r e ,  o n  t h e  r a i l  
l i n e ?  
The h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i o n ?  
No, t h e  g r a d e .  W h a t ' s  t h e  s t e e p e s t  g r a d e ?  
1 . 7  was o u r s .  A t  B u t t e  t h e y  had 2 .2 ;  and t h e n  o n  B e v e r l y  
H i l l ,  t h e r e  t h e y  had 2 .2 ,  on  one s i d e  had  1 .7 ,  same as  we 
d i d .  
C o u l d  you t e l l  me what  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n  s c h e d u l e  was 
l i k e  and t h e n  wha t  t h e  f r e i g h t  t r a i n  s c h e d u l e  was l i k e ,  
b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s ?  How many a  day,  how many p a s s e n g e r  
t r a i n s  a  day? How a b o u t  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s ;  how many? 
P o s s i b l y  f i v e  e a c h  way. 
T e l l  h i m  how e v e r y b o d y  came down t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  t r a i n s .  
Oh, yea .  T h e y ' d  s t o p  f o r  1 0  m i n u t e s ,  y o u  know, t o  e a t .  
And t h e r e ' s  no c a r s  n o r  any o t h e r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s o  a l l  be 
down t o  meet t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n .  The w h o l e  t o w n  w o u l d  be  
down, e v e n i n g  and a t  noon.  
The s o c i a l  e v e n t  o f  t h e  day.  
W e l l  l o t s  o f  t i m e s  t h e  d i g n i t a r i e s  went t h r o u g h .  
Can you  remember any names? 
Truman, went  t h r o u g h  h e r e .  And H a r d i n g .  H a r d i n g  s t o p p e d  
h e r e ,  and ah. . .he went  up  t o  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  and t h e y  
p a c k e d  a  h o r s e  f o r  'em. And t h e  t r a i n  was r e a d y  t o  l e a v e  
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town  and H a r d i n g  w a s n ' t  coming  back .  H e ' s  supposed t o  be  
b a c k  i n  a b o u t  20  m i n u t e s  b u t  he  s t a y e d  u p  t h e r e  p r e t t y  n e a r  
a n  h o u r .  And, he-he-he-,  made them w a i t ,  and. . . t h e  
ah,..man t h a t  p a c k e d  t h e  h o r s e  f o r  H a r d i n g  i s  b u r i e d  u p  
a t .  . .a  few m i l e s  up  t h e  r i v e r  h e r e .  He was a  p a c k e r  f r o m  
Salmon,  I d a h o ,  a  v e r y  c l e v e r  man w i t h  h o r s e s .  And, s o  
H a r d i n g ,  a f t e r  he packed  t h e  h o r s e s  why he gave t h e  p a c k e r  
q u i t e  a  s p i e l .  He s a i d  "How l o n g  have  y o u  worked  f o r  u s ? "  
and  A r t  t o l d  h im.  And he s a i d ,  "1 c a n  see,  I 
g u e s s  ... r e a l l y  know what  y o u r  d o i n g . "  Oh t h e y  had q u i t e  a  
v i s i t  a b o u t . . .  
So t h e y  h e l d  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  h im?  
Ah? 
They h e l d  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  'em? 
Oh, yes .  They u s e d  two  t r a i n s  when t h e  p r e s i d e n t  goes o v e r  
t h e  r a i l r o a d .  They have a n  advanced t r a i n  and t h e  advance 
t r a i n  had l e f t ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  one was supposed t o  f o l l o w .  
I n s t e a d  o f  t h a t  h e ' s  up a t  t h e  r a n g e r  s t a t i o n .  He, he,  h e .  
What were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s ,  d i d  t h e y  
have  t r a i n s  t h a t  t o o k  c a r e  o f  j u s t  m a i l ?  
Ah? 
What were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n s ,  l i k e  d i d  
t h e y  have an  e x p r e s s  t r a i n ?  
The NP, t h e  G r e a t  N o r t h e r n ,  had t h e  m a i l  t r a i n  a l w a y s .  B u t  
we a l w a y s  had  t h e  m a i l  c a r  on  o u r  t r a i n s .  And, t h e  t r a i n s  
o n  t h e  M i l w a u k e e  were s u p e r i o r  t o  a l l  o t h e r  t r a i n s  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n  when t h e y  was...we h a d  t h e  f i r s t  s t e e l  t r a i n s . . . a n d  
a h . . . i t  was a l w a y s  t h e  v e r y  b e s t .  And t h e  equ ipmen t  t h a t  
was o n  o u r  t r a i n s  i s  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  r a i l r o a d  now, and t h e y  
e v e n  use a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  coaches  f o r  t h e ,  f o r  t h e  h o t e l  a t  
M t .  M c K i n l e y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i g  h o t e l  t h e y  have a  
b u n c h  o f  r a i l r o a d  c a r s  and d i n i n g  c a r s  s e t  o u t .  I t ' s  o l d  
e q u i p m e n t  f r o m  t h e  M i l w a u k e e ,  and  a h  ... Have you  seen 
p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  c a r s  a t  M t .  M c K i n l e y ?  Oh, yes .  And t h e  
c h a r g e  i s  l e s s  f o r  s l e e p i n g  i n  t h e  P u l l m a n s .  
D i d  you r u n  b o t h  p a s s e n g e r  and f r e i g h t  t r a i n s ?  
Yes. M o s t l y  f r e i g h t  t h o u g h .  
What w o u l d  t h e y  h a u l  on t h e  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s ?  
W e l l ,  t h a t l d  be h a r d  t o  answer .  E a s t  bound was m o s t l y  
l u m b e r ,  and t h e  wes t . . .wes tbound  was a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
i t e m s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  E a s t .  
T e l l  'em a b o u t  t h e  s i l k .  
Yea. Then we had s i l k  t r a i n s ,  f o r  ... up t i l l  t h e . . . a f t e r  
t h e  Panama C a n a l  was c o m p l e t e d . .  .when t h e y  g o t  r e f r i g e r a t e d  
b o a t s ,  we l o s t  t h e  s i l k  t r a i n s .  B u t  we had  t h e  s i l k  t r a i n s  
r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  And, a h  ... t h e y  wou ld  r u n  f a s t e r  t h a n  
t h e  p a s s e n g e r  s c h e d u l e .  And, i t ' d  go f r o m  S e a t t l e  t o  
P a t t e r s o n ,  New J e r s e y ,  and t h e y  wou ld  be  ... oh, a  b i g  one 
w o u l d  be, p r o b a b l y ,  n i n e  c a r s ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r o b a b l y l d  be 
a b o u t  seven.  And we had a  c o u p l e  o f  t h o s e  a  week. 
They were r e f r i g e r a t e d ,  you say?  
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They was w e l l  i n s u l a t e d  c a r s ,  and t h e y  p o s s i b l y  was c o o l e d  
o f f  b e f o r e  t h e y  was l o a d e d .  
Where was t h e  s i l k  coming  f r o m ?  
Ah? 
Where was t h e  s i l k  coming  f rom? 
Japan .  
Japan? 
Oh, yea.  R i g h t  f r o m  t h e  b o a t ,  o f f  t h e  t r a i n  and t h e n  a f t e r  
t h e  c a n a l  when t h e y  had t h e  r e f r i g e r a t e d  b o a t s ;  why t h e  
r a i l r o a d s  l o s t  t h a t .  
Where were t h e  l o g s  coming  f rom, a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Hm? 
Where were t h e  l o g s  coming  f rom a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
L o g s ?  W e l l ,  t i l l  l a t e r  y e a r s  m o s t l y  f r o m  t h e  S t .  M a r i e s  
b r a n c h .  Where t h e y  had t h e  r a i l r o a d  g o i n g  up t h e r e  and 
t h e n  t h e y  l o g g e d  t h i s . . .  
I mean where d i d  you p i c k  up t h e  l o g s  o n  t h e  c a r s ?  Where 
d i d  you  p i c k  them up?  
H e r e  a t  A v e r y .  B u t  t h a t  was l a t e r .  
How a b o u t  e a r l y ?  
Hah? 
How a b o u t  e a r l i e r ,  where d i d  you p i c k  t h e m  up? 
They d i d n ' t  have  no l u m b e r i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  h e r e ,  i t  
was a l l  on  t h e  S t .  M a r i e s  b r a n c h .  
What a b o u t  t h e  B o g i l  s p u r ?  
Yea. B o g i l  s p u r  up  t h e r e ,  where you come o v e r  t h e  h i l l .  
You come f r o m  W a l l a c e ?  
No. We came f r o m  S t .  M a r i e s .  
W e l l ,  t h e y  had,  a h . . . a f t e r  1 9 1 0  F i r e  t h e y  b u i l t  a  r a i l r o a d  
u p  t o w a r d  W a l l a c e  and t h e y  h a u l e d  a  l o t  o f  l o g s  o u t  o f  
t h e r e  and o u t  o f  B i g  Creek .  B u t  r i g h t  h e r e ,  c l o s e  t o  town,  
t h e r e  was no l o g g i n g  t i l l  l a t e r  y e a r s .  What y e a r  d i d  i t  
s t a r t  h e r e ?  
44. 
44, Yea. 
D i d  t h e y  p i c k  up  l o g s  a t  S t .  M a r i e s  and b r i n g  them e a s t ?  
No, we 'd  send them t o  S t .  M a r i e s  and t h e y ' r e  sawed down 
t h e r e .  
Where was t h e  l u m b e r  t a k e n  f r o m ?  Where.. . d i d  you  c a r r y  t h e  
l u m b e r  a f t e r  t h e y  were sawed? 
Oh, yea,  i t  goes ah. .. 
Where d i d  t h a t  go? 
A l l  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n .  
So d i d  you t a k e  t h e  l o g s  t o  S t .  M a r i e s  and t h e n  t a k e  t h e  
l u m b e r  b a c k  E a s t ?  
T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
Were t h e r e  any p l a c e . .  .? 
They s t i l l  do t h a t ,  t h e y  l o a d  35 a  day,  down t h e r e  a t  t h e  
wes t  o f  town,  d o n ' t  t h e y ?  More t h a n  t h a t ?  
1,200 a  y e a r ,  anyway. 
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From h e r e ,  a t  A v e r y ?  And t h e n  t a k e  them t o ?  Was t h e r e  any 
p l a c e  where t h e y  p i c k e d  u p  l o g s ,  i n  be tween ,  o t h e r  t h a n  
h e r e ?  
P o s s i b l y  a t  C a l d e r ,  some a t  M a r b l e  C r e e k  ... 
B u t  do you  remember d o i n g  t h a t  when you  were e n g i n e e r ?  
No, I worked t h e  o t h e r  way and we d i d n ' t  have any l o g s .  
A l l  o f  o u r s  were i n  Montana,  we 'd  p i c k  some u p  a t  Haughen 
a n d  Henderson  f o r  M i s s o u l a ,  so t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  a p p l y  h e r e  a t  
a l l .  
So y o u  d i d n ' t  e v e r  p i c k  u p  any l o g s  t o  t h e  w e s t ?  
No,.  no. 
D i d  you have s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c ,  l i k e  a p p l e s  g o i n g  e a s t  i n  
t h e  F a l l ?  
Hah? 
D i d  you  have s e a s o n a l  f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c ,  l i k e  a p p l e s  g o i n g  
e a s t  i n  t h e  F a l l ,  o r  wheat  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  P l a i n s ?  
Say a  l i t t l e  l o u d e r .  
S e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c .  D i d  you  have  any s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c ?  
F r u i t  o r  g r a i n .  
Oh y e s ,  we do now. B u t  now, you see,  r e f r i g e r a t e d  s t u f f .  
Ah...we used  t o  g e t  t h e  a p p l e s  i n  t h e  b u l k ,  and  s o  on, a n d  
t h e  p o t a t o e s .  B u t  now t h e y  a r e  m o s t  a l l . . . a h  . . .  made i n t o  
p o t a t o  c h i p s  and  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f  and  ... 
How a b o u t  i n  t h e  'ZOs, d i d  you do any o f  t h a t ?  
No. No, t h a t  h a d n ' t  s t a r t e d  t h e n .  
When d i d  t h a t  s t a r t ,  do you remember? 
P r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  ' 3 0 s ,  o r  t h e  ' 4 0 s .  
D i d  you  e v e r  do any l o g g i n g  y o u r s e l f ?  
V e r y  l i t t l e ,  some t h o u g h .  
What k i n d  o f  l o g g i n g  d i d  you do,  what  p a r t  o f  i t ?  
I was a  boatman on t h e  r i v e r .  
What d i d  t h a t  i n v o l v e ?  
T h a t  was t h e  m o s t  s k i l l e d  o f  a l l ,  t h e  s w i f t w a t e r  p o l e r  
was. You r e a l l y  had  t o  know y o u r  s t u f f ,  t h e r e  was v e r y  few 
o f  them. 
What d i d  you do,  on  t h e  b o a t ?  
Push  i t  u p  t h e  r i v e r ,  u p  t h e  c u r r e n t .  A g a i n s t  t h e  c u r r e n t  
y o u  c o u l d n ' t  row  on t h a t .  I t ' s  t o o  s h a l l o w  f o r  a  m o t o r ,  i n  
f a c t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have m o t o r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h a t  was 
p o s s i b l e . . n o w  a  j e t  w o u l d  make i t  a l l - r i g h t .  
How f a r  d i d  you t a k e  t h e  l o g s  down r i v e r ;  how f a r  ... ? 
We d i d n ' t .  ..I n e v e r  t o o k  any l o g s  down r i v e r .  No. 
Where were t h e  p l a c e s  where t h e  l o g s  u s e d  t o  jam u p  h e r e ,  
on  t h e  S t .  Joe? 
T h a t  w o u l d  a l l  be  b e l o w  h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  ' r o u n d  C a l d e r .  . .  
M a r b l e  C r e e k .  
Can you remember some o f  t h e  bad  f i r e s  t h a t  were  a r o u n d  
h e r e ?  
The o n l y  one I remember i s  t h e  1910.  B i g  one.  
What...how d i d  i t  a f f e c t  t h i s  a r e a ?  
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W e l l ,  i t  bu rned  t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  f r o m  Plummer t o  S t .  R e g i s  
and 25 m i l e s  wide,  a i r  l i n e .  Wa l l ace  and here .  .. 
D i d  i t  b u r n  down Avery? 
No. There was o n l y  one house he re  burned .  They b a c k f i r e d  
and saved t h e  town. 
Who s t a r t e d  t h e  b a c k f i r e s ?  
The roundhouse foreman and my u n c l e ,  r o u n d  t h e  h o t e l .  The 
range r - -he  f o r b i d  i t .  Even a t  gun p o i n t  h e ' s  gonna'  g e t  
h i s  gun o u t .  The round  house foreman, " W e l l  I g o t  a  gun, 
t o o  .I1 He-he-he. 
Why d i d  he want t o  f o r b i d  i t ?  
Oh h e ' s  j u s t  ah . . .he ls  an o f f i c e  man, he w a s n ' t  a  p r a c t i c a l  
man. Very  n i c e  f e l l o w  though ,  v e r y  good f r i e n d  o f  o u r s .  
What was h i s  name, do you remember? 
R a l p h  M. D e b i t t .  
R a l p h  M. D e b i t t .  
Yea. 
So you d i d  g e t  t h e  f i r e  s topped ,  a round  here?  
I t  s topped  i t s e l f .  
D i d  t h a t  sp read  s o u t h  o f  he re ,  a t  a l l ?  
Yea. P r o b a b l y  20 m i l e s .  
T e l l  h im  abou t  S e t z e r  Creek and, w h a t ' s  h i s  
name ... D a n i e l s o n ' s  crew ... n o t  D a n i e l s o n .  And t h e  s u i c i d e  
and how you r a n  o u t  t o  save t h e  ... 
Oh t h e .  .. 
How you were t h e  messenger boy.  
I was t h e  messenger boy ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r e s t  f i r e ,  t h e  r a n g e r  
s e n t  me up t o  g e t  t h e  crew o u t  o f  Cedar moun ta in ,  so I went 
up and g o t  them. 
What k i n d  o f  c rew was i t ?  
A f i r e  crew. 
A f i r e  crew? 
About 50 men. E n g i n e e r  Rock ah. ..Ranger Rock was i n  
charge .  Then he had ano the r . . he  had two camps; he had one 
on S e t z e r  Creek where t h e  29 men burned,  and my b r o t h e r  was 
t ime-keeper  t h e r e ,  a t  t h a t  camp. Then a n o t h e r  b r o t h e r  was 
t ime -keepe r  o f  t h e  one on B i g  Creek,  where t h e  19  men 
d i e d .  N i n e t e e n  o t h e r s .  
H a r o l d  has been, w i t h . .  .and h i s  b r o t h e r s  were somewhat o f  
he roes  because t h e y  went i n  and p u l l e d  o u t  t h e s e  crews.  
P r e t t y  much saved t h e i r  l i v e s ,  r e a l l y  by g o i n g  i n t o  ... 
Yea. I t r i e d  t o ,  I t r i e d  t o  t a l k  t h e  r a n g e r  o u t  o f  g o i n g  
up t h e r e ,  smoke around t h e r e ,  he-he, an1 e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  
So I wanted t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  k i d  w i t h  me, and ah . . .  'No."  he 
s a i d ,  "You k i d s  would g e t  t o  p l a y i n g . "  He s a i d ,  "1 want 
you t o  g e t  up t h e r e  and r i g h t  back.I1 So, I t r i e d  t o  t a l k  
h im  o u t  o f  i t .  He s a i d ,  " Y o u ' r e  t h e  o n l y  man I g o t ,  
Haro ld . I1  And I was o n l y  13,  ha-ha. So, I suppose t h a t  
b l ew  me up a  l i t t l e  b i t .  So, I s t a r t e d  o u t ,  and I went t o  
Cedar Mounta in ,  and I was back so q u i c k  he h a d n ' t  t h o u g h t  
I ' d  gone. B u t  I had t h e  n o t e  f r om t h e ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  
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f o r e m a n  ... s i g n e d  t h e  n o t e ,  t h a t  I b r o u g h t  b a c k .  T h a t  I h a d  
d e l i v e r e d  t h e  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e m .  
D i d  t h e y  h a v e  r a d i o s  h e r e  b a c k  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ?  
O h ,  n o .  No t e l e p h o n e ,  n o t h i n g .  N o t h i n g .  No t h e r e ' s  
a h  . . . j  u s t  a r a n g e r .  A n d ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  l o o k o u t s ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime .  
Was t h e r e  a m a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  t ime,  1910? 
Hm?  
Was t h e r e  a m a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h a t  time? 
M a i l .  When t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a r t e d  i n  we s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  
m a i l .  S o o n  a s  t h e  r a i l r o a d . . . t h a t l s  1909. 
Was t h a t  d a i l y  mai l?  
O h ,  y e s .  
When d i d  p e o p l e  g e t  r a d i o s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
I n  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  
A b o u t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  Wha t  were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  j o b s  
t h a t  p e o p l e  h a d  o t h e r  t h a n  r a i l r o a d  w o r k  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  
l o g g i n g  w o r k ?  
A t  t h a t  ... i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  t h e r e  was j u s t  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  a n d  n o t  l o g g i n g .  
Were t h e r e  a n y  g y p 0  l o g g i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
V e r y  l i t t l e ,  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  m e n t i o n .  T h e r e  was a  c o u p l e ,  
b u t  t h e . . .  
When were t h e . . . w h e n  d i d  t h e  l o g g i n g  c o m p a n i e s  s t a r t  
w o r k i n g  i n  h e r e ?  
4 4 ,  S a n d y  s a i d .  
Do y o u  r e m e m b e r  w h i c h  c o m p a n i e s  t h o s e  were? 
I t  w a s  W i n t o n  a t  t h a t  t ime. 
And w h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  d i d  t h e y  t i m b e r  o u t ?  
Ceci l  C r e e k .  
W h e r e  i s  t h a t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h e r e ?  
Down a m i l e - a n d - a - h a l f ,  a n d  t h e n  i t  g o e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
And t h e n  M a r b l e  C r e e k ,  t h e y  g e t  s o m e  l o g s  t h e r e .  
T h a t ' s  down 1 2  miles a n d  t h a t ' s  s o u t h .  
When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  t h a t ,  M a r b l e  C r e e k ?  
E a r l i e r  t h a n . . . I 1 d  s a y  e a r l y  ' 2 0 s .  
1913. 
And i t ' s  s t i l l  g o i n g .  
Were t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  c r e e k s  u p  h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  l o g g e d  o u t ,  
t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  r e m e m b e r ?  
B i g  C r e e k ,  a n d  T r o u t  C r e e k .  And S l a t e  C r e e k ,  t h e y  l o g g e d  
t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  
D 1 y o u  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  y e a r s  t h o s e  were, a r o u n d ?  
No.  
Was i t  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s ?  
I t  was s a l v a g e  l o g g i n g  a f t e r  t h e  1910 F i r e .  
Was a n y b o d y  i n v o l v e d  I n  l a r g e  s ca l e  f a r m i n g  a r o u n d  h e r e ,  a t  
a l l ?  
No.  
How a b o u t  m i n i n g ,  d i d  p e o p l e  d o  a n y  k i n d  o f  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  
a r o u n d  h e r e ?  



HT: T h e r e  was some p r o s p e c t i n g  and. . .  
DB: Do you  remember any names o r . . .where  t h e y  m ined?  
HT: W e l l ,  t h e  m ine  i s  up  a t  t h e  Champion Creek  and up a t  A d a i r ,  

b u t  a h . . I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I can g i v e  you  good enough h i s t o r y  o n  
them.  S a n d y ' s  g o t  t h a t  a l l  w r o t e  up,  and t h a t .  He-he. 

DB: What were t h e  b e s t  j o b s  t o  have h e r e  i n  A v e r y ,  back  i n  t h e  
' 20s?  
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The b e s t  j o b s ?  
Yea. 
I ' d  say  e n g i n e e r ,  was t h e  b e s t  j o b .  
How were you p a i d  f o r  t h a t ?  
Go t  $5 .20 f o r  1 0  h o u r s .  And t h e n ,  t h e n  when Woodrow W i l s o n  
was p r e s i d e n t ,  why, t h e  n a t i o n  g o t  t h e  e i g h t  h o u r  day.  
D i d  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  g e t  t h e  e i g h t  h o u r  day? 
You b e t ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  And t h e . . . P r e s i d e n t  W i l s o n  and 
t h e  one t h a t  was head o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  W o r l d  War- - the  governmen t  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  
r a i l r o a d s ,  and s o n - i n - l a w  o f  W i l s o n ' s  was head o f  t h e  
r a i l r o a d s .  H i s  name was M a c A d o o - - l a t e r  he was a  b i g  s h o t  
i n  t h e  government .  
I f  s o m e t h i n g  b r o k e  h e r e  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  where w o u l d  t h e y  
have i t  f i x e d ?  L i k e ,  where .  . . t h e  b l a c k s m i t h  shops were  i n  
t h e  roundhouse ,  you say?  
Oh, yes .  
D i d  t h e y  f i x  t h e  b o i l e r s  and s team f i t t i n g s ?  
Yes. 
What k i n d  o f  s team e n g i n e s  d i d  t h e y  have o n  t h e s e  t r a i n  
h e r e . .  .do you remember any o f  t h e  names? 
The B a l y s ,  t h e  Compounds, t h e  MacConne ls ,  and t h e  Pacifies, 
t h e  S t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  M o g u l .  
What used  t o  go wrong w i t h  t h o s e  o l d  e n g i n e s ?  
Oh, t h e  b o i l e r  and t h e  t i r e s ,  and t h e  r o d s  and many t h i n g s ,  
j u s t  l i k e  you w o u l d  have on an a u t o m o b i l e .  
Were t h e  e l e c t r i f i e d  e n g i n e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s team e n g i n e s  
a t  a l l ?  
No. 
What were t h e y  l i k e ?  
Gee, t h a t  w o u l d  be a  l o n g  s t o r y .  
W e l l ,  d i d  you e n g i n e e r  b o t h  t h e  e l e c t r i c  and steam? 
You b e t ,  and d i e s e l .  A l l  o f  them. 
When d i d  t h e  d i e s e l  come i n ?  
W e l l ,  i n  t h e  ' 5 0 s ,  l a t e  ' 5 0 s .  Began t o  g e t  'em, s t i l l  had 
t h e  m o t o r s  and t h a t ,  b u t  t h e n  i n  t h e  ' 6 0 s  why, changed 
p r e t t y  much t o  d i e s e l .  
Which  l i n e s  d i d  you use t h e  s team and w h i c h  l i n e s  d i d  you  
u s e  t h e  e l e c t r i c ?  
E a s t  o f  h e r e  was e l e c t r i c  f o r  440 m i l e s ,  and t h e n  s team 
f r o m  h e r e  t o  O t h e l l o .  
O f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n i n g  down t h e r e . . . t h e  roundhouse  i s  
gone,  j u s t  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  roundhouse  i s  l e f t ?  
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I d o n ' t  know w h a t ' s  l e f t ,  I h a v e n ' t  been down t h e r e ;  i t ' s  
s t i l l  b u r n i n g  a round  t h e r e .  
And t h e n  t h e r e ' s  a  l o n g ,  l o n g  b u i l d i n g  . . .  
Yea, t h a t ' s  o v e r  t h e  p i t .  T h a t ' s  a . . . t hey  had t h a t  f o r  
w o r k i n g  mo to rs ,  and now t h e y  use i t  f o r  t h e  R o t a r y  and t h e  
m o t o r s  t o  s t o r e  them i n .  
And t h e n  t h e r e ' s  t a n k s .  L i k e  t h e r e ' s  a  d i e s e l  t a n k  on t h e  
h i l l s i d e ?  
The b i g  one? 
Yea. 
Yea. Tha t  used t o  be f o r  c r u d e  o i l  f o r  t h e  steam 
l o c o m o t i v e ,  and t h e n  when t h e y  g o t  d i e s e l  t h e y  changed i t  
t o  d i e s e l  o i l  and n e v e r  p u t  much i n  i t .  B u t  when t h e  steam 
eng ines  were r u n n i n g  sometimes t h e y ' d  have i t  p r e t t y  n e a r  
f u l l .  
T e l l  'em abou t  t h e  s u b - s t a t i o n ,  t o o .  They m i g h t  be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s u b - s t a t i o n ,  what t h a t . .  . 
What happened a t  t h e  s u b - s t a t i o n ?  
W e l l ,  110,000 were g e n e r a t e d  a t  t h e  p l a n t s  on t h e  M i s s o u r i .  
Those a r e  v o l t s ?  
Yea. 
And t h e n  i t  was t r a n s m i t t e d ,  a l t e r n a t i n g  c u r r e n t  t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s u b s t a t i o n s .  Then i t  was machined f r o m  a l t e r n a t i n g  
t o  d i r e c t  c u r r e n t  and p u t  o u t  t o  t h e  t r o l l e y  a t  3,000, 
because t h e  d i r e c t  c u r r e n t  was more e l a s t i c  f o r  t h e  m o t o r s ,  
and so on, and. So t h e y  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t ,  t ransposed  i t  t o  
d i r e c t  and. . .  
And t h a t  b u i l d i n g  i s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e .  
The s u b s t a t i o n  done t h a t ;  i t ' d  come i n  a t  100,000 and i t  
would  be t r a n s f o r m e d  t o  2,200 and t h e y  had a  machine--a 
m o t o r ,  2,200, w i t h  a  l o n g  s h a f t  and on each end was two  
g e n e r a t o r s  t h a t  would  g e n e r a t e  t h e  3,000 d i r e c t  c u r r e n t .  
Each one ld  g e n e r a t e  1 ,500 and t h e n  t h e y  was i n  p a r a l l e l  
and.. o r  i n  s e r i e s ,  i t  would  come t o  3,000 and t h a t ' s  what 
t h e y ' d  p u t  o u t  t o  t h e  t r o l l e y .  Then t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  
f o r  d i r e c t  c u r r e n t  i s n ' t  as good as a l t e r n a t i n g ,  so t h e y  
had t o  have s u b s t a t i o n s  a t  i n t e r v a l s  l i k e  20,  25 m i l e s .  
Because, t h e  l i n e  l o s s  wa,s t o o  heavy a t  t h e  l o w e r  v o l t a g e ,  
you see. And, b u t  now e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  t h e y ' d  have 
a l t e r n a t i n g  everywhere  and have t r a n s f o r m e r s  on t h e  
mo to rs .  So t h a t ' s  why t h e  d i e s e l  i s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  o l d  
mo to r .  B u t  t h e  m o t o r s  now a r e  a l t e r n a t i n g  and t h e r e ' s  no 
l i n e  l o s s ,  and t h e y  a r e  more e f f i c i e n t  and j u s t  l i k e  t h e  
d i e s e l .  
What k i n d  o f  t r a n s f o r m e r  l i n e s  d i d  t hey  have, what k i n d  o f  
p o l e s  d i d  t h e y  have t o  b r i n g  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  f r o m  t h e  
g e n e r a t i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  Montana? 
They d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s u b s t a t i o n s  a t  100,000 and t h e n  p u t  
o u t  t o  t h e  t r o l l e y  a t  3,000. 
Were t h e y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c  l i n e s  we have now? 
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Yes. Yea, b u t  t h e  ones f o r  t h e  3,000 was b i g  c a b l e s ,  so i t  
w o u l d n ' t  be so much l i n e  l o s s .  And, ah, when a  mo to r  went 
p u l l i n g ,  why i t  would  even h e a t  up t h e  f e e d e r .  And, y o u ' d  
see i t  sag between t h e  p o l e s  and y o u ' d  know t h e  h e a t ' s  
g o i n g  t h r o u g h  i t .  
How much l i n e  l o s s  would  you g e t ,  b r i n g i n g  i t  i n  f rom o u t  
t h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o o  deep f o r  me. I c o u l d  g i v e  you a l l  
t h a t ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  see no sense t o  i t .  
When was t h e  s t a t i o n ,  s u b s t a t i o n  b u i l t  downtown? 
1916.  
What do t hey  use i t  f o r  now? 
N o t h i n g .  T r y i n g  t o  s e l l  i t ,  I guess.  A r e n ' t  t h e y ?  

t h o u g h t  o f  b u y i n g  i t  f o r  a  w h i l e  f o r  a  
warehouse. 
I t ' s  a  b e a u t i f u l  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  has r e a l l y . .  . 
D i d  you e v e r  do any W i n t e r  work ,  l i k e  r u n n i n g  a  r o t a r y  snow 
p low? 
Hah? 
D i d  you e v e r  r u n  a  r o t a r y  snow p low,  i n  t h e  W i n t e r ?  
Oh, yes.  
What happened t hen?  
He-he-he. What happened? 
Yea. 
W e l l ,  you p low t h e  snow. He-he. 
OK, b u t  d i d  you e v e r  g e t  s t u c k ?  
Yes s i r .  
What was t h a t  l i k e ?  
J u s t  w a i t  t i l l  you g o t  c l eaned  o u t ,  and be,  ah, ... sometimes 
f o r  days ,  have been s t a l l e d  f o r  a  month. S l i d e s  come down 
and b l o c k  you i n .  
What was t h e  l o n g e s t  t i m e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s h u t  down due t o  
snow, o r  s l i d e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  W i n t e r ?  
I n  1917, abou t  f i v e  weeks, was, I t h i n k ,  t h e  b i g g e s t .  I 
was away a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I d i d n l t . . . t a k e  t h a t  i n .  
Was t h e r e  an ava lanche?  
Many o f  'em. I t  was a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  no b r u s h  t o  h o l d  l i k e  
t h e r e  i s  now-- there i s  b r u s h  t o  h o l d  t h e  snow 
where.. . s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  we had l o t s  o f  s l i d e s .  And 
now t h e  b r u s h  h o l d s  i t  a l l ,  and you d o n ' t  have. . .  
W e l l ,  a t  what p o i n t  d i d  Avery  as a  community s t a r t  l o s i n g  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  used t o  have? 
W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know i f  t h e y ' v e  . . .  
W e l l  you s a i d  t h e r e  used t o  be 200 p e o p l e  h e r e .  
200? 1,100 a t  one t i m e .  
1,100? When was t h a t ?  
F i r s t  Wor ld  War. W e l l ,  t h e y  had more p e o p l e  wo rk i ng ,  more 
men w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  roundhouse t h e n  t h e r e  i s  h e r e  
now. and t h e n  t h e  r i p  t r a c k ,  had many, and 
t h e  s e c t i o n s  and t h e  h e l p e r s  and t h e  s w i t c h  eng ines ,  and 
t h e . .  . 



DB: Why d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  ... I mean when d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  s t a r t  
m o v i n g  away? 

HT: W e l l ,  i t  w o u l d  be h a r d  t o  t e l l  you. I t h i n k  i t ' s  
compensated f o r  t h e  ones t h a t  moved away, and a h . . . o u r  
s c h o o l ,  a t  i t s  peak p r o b a b l y  had 40 c h i l d r e n ,  and now we 
have a b o u t  26, and  ah . .  . t h e  houses a r e  a l l  f u l l  w i t h  
f o r e s t r y  employees,  and ah. .  .I t h i n k  o u r  town  i s  j u s t  
f i n e . . . I  d o n ' t .  

DB: W e l l ,  I w a s n ' t  m a k i n g  a  q u a l i t y  comment, I was j u s t  
w o n d e r i n g  when d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  l e a v e .  

HT: Yea, I know what  you want ,  b u t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you a b o u t  t h a t .  

(END OF TAPE 1 4 ;  S i d e  2) 


