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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The following ethnography was produced under the direction and super
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Archaeologist. The prehistory and history of the Forest area and its 
surroundings are dealt with briefly, while Malheur National Forest 
history has been examined in greater depth. This study attempts to 
synthesize published historical material, unpublished data in the 
Malheur Forest files and museum archives, and information gathered 
from personal interviews. Research was conducted from June through 
November of 1980. 

References throughout this manuscript to "USFS Files" may seem 
deficient to the individual wishing to locate certain data. However, 
all historical material located at the Malheur Forest Supervisor's 
office is stored under file number 1680, with no designation regarding 
dates or subject matter. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the resear
cher to peruse each and every file in order to uncover the desired 
information. 

Examination and description of Forest history has been confined to 
a period through 1940. Information focusing on the Malheur National 
Forest since that time may be found in the historic and current files 
in the Supervisor's office at 139 N. E. Dayton, John Day, Oregon, 
and in the Forest archives in Washington, D. C. 

I wish to express my appreciation to Doug Peterson and Norm Steggell 
for their direction and assistance with this project. Ken Palmrose, 
Chet Bennett, Ernie Kehrberg and Frank Palmer provided me with 
valuable ideas and advice. This material was improved upon through 
the editing abilities of Meg Weesner. Special thanks go to Dell Wells 
for the historical material he had the foresight to rescue and 
protect. Janice Justice, Curator of the Oliver Museum in Canyon City, 
was always cooperative in providing information and treasured photo
graphs. Babs Brainard of the DeWitt Museum in Prairie City also made 
historical photographs available. 

The following individuals were interviewed personally about their 
Forest Service experiences and their contributions were greatly appre
ciated: George Burk, Ray Brisbois, Emma Carson, Hank Guernsey, Leo 
Gunther, Roy and Hattie Moore, Herk Parsons, Ed Patterson, Preston 
and Murrel Phillips, George Ray, John Scharff, Merv Schouten and Chick 
and Lorraine Watson. 
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Archaeologist 
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John Day Valley with Canyon Mountain in background - 1938 
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Ranger Bailey at Strawberry Lake 
1930 
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LOCATION 

The Malheur National Forest is situated in the southwestern por
tion of the Blue Mountain region of Oregon. The headwaters of the 
Malheur and Silvies Rivers and a major part of the John Day River 
headwaters are included in the Forest proper. The Forest contains 
1,458,055 acres and is located in four counties. 1,117,794 acres 
are in Grant County, 293,876 in Harney, 45,786 in Baker and 599 in 
Malheur County. The dominant geological feature of the Forest is 
the Blue Mountain Range. Glaciated valleys and other glacial features 
occur in and around some of the higher peaks in the area, such as 
Strawberry Mountain, Canyon Mountain, Glacier Mountain, Indian Rock, 
Summit Rock, Table Mountain and Little Baldy Mountain (USDA Forest 
Service 1979:4). Elevations on the Forest range from 3500 feet to 
9000 feet. 

GEOLOGY 

Geologic formations in the Blue Mountains are composed of lime
stone, mudstone and sandstone. Major bedrock types include sedimen
tary and metasedimentary; basalt and andesite; rhyolite; pyroclastic; 
serpentine and peridotite; and diorite and gabbro. Ash from Mount 
Mazama has been deposited on the .Forest in recent geologic history, 
but natural geologic erosion has removed most of the ash on the lower 
south aspects. Upper elevations and north aspects still have 18 to 
24 inches of this ash. East and west aspects have 8 to 12 inches 
of ash remaining. Color of this ash varies from brown to white, 
depending on organic matter and weathering (USDA Forest Service 
1979:4). Heavy mineralized zones are recognized in the Middle Fork 
and Main Fork of the John Day River drainage. The gold veins in 
Canyon Mountain and in most of the Blue Mountain region were probably 
formed in Early Cretaceous time by solutions from granitic magma. 
Settlement by non-Indians rapidly followed the discovery of gold. 
Most early communities were located in areas having accessible and 
valuable placer deposits, and their growth and decline were linked 
to the productivity of the mines. Over $26,000,000 in gold was mined 
in the Canyon City area. Placer mining activities shifted to hard 
rock or lode mining in the 1890s and declined after 1908. 

CLIMATE 

The climate within the Forest boundaries is characterized by 
low to moderate precipitation, with 20 to 40 inches annually. Only 
a small portion of the area receives precipitation below 15 or above 
40 inches, with most of the annual precipitation occurring from 
October to May in the form of snow. Torrential rainstorms occur occa
sionally in the spring and summer, often causing severe soil erosion 
and flood damage and adding little to the soil moisture. Temperature 
extremes have varied from -57 degrees at Seneca to +108 degrees at 
Long Creek. Average annual temperatures range between 27 and 50 
degrees Fahrenheit with no months averaging above 70 degrees. Forest 
temperatures can be expected to be 10 degrees cooler in the day as 
compared to adjacent non-Forest lands. The frost-free season is very 
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short and freezing conditions can occur in any month. Strong winds, 
generally from the west and southwest, may occur at any time of the 
year, causing drifting snow in winter or soil movement and excessive 
evaporation in other seasons. In spite of severe weather, the logging 
season is about nine months long. The spring "break-up" season, the 
period when the frost is leaving the ground, is the only part of the 
year that logging is completely suspended on account of weather. 
The fire season normally extends from early June to late September. 
The occurrence and size of fires on the Forest has diminished since 
organized protection. However, on every fifth or sixth year during 
extremely dry seasons a considerable acreage burns (USDA Forest 
Service 1978). 

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE 

According to the John Day Unit Plan, Final Environmental State
ment (USDA Forest Service 1978:F43): 

Within the elevational differences on the Forest, 
five of the seven life zones are a series of more 
or less parallel bands of distinct plant and 
animal life resulting from the gradual change in 
climate encountered with increasing elevation 
and change in aspect. This is one of the few 
places in the Pacific Northwest where life zones 
are so well demonstrated in such a small place. 

Sagebrush Buttercup - First Flower of Spring 
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The Upper Sonoran Life Zone represents the zone from an elevation 
of 3,000 to 6,000 feet and is slightly cooler and moister than true 
desert environments but warmer than the Transition Zone. It is char
acterized by sagebrush-juniper and mountain mahogany vegetation. 
Animals that occur in this life zone are lizards, Townsend ground 
squirrel, Great Basin pocket mouse, kangaroo rats, horned larks and 
meadowlarks. 

The Transition Life Zone ranges from 3,500 to 6,500 elevation, 
cooler and often moister than the Upper Sonoran. Typical vegetation 
is ponderosa pine forest. Animals that occur in this life zone are 
the western whiptail snake, yellow-pine chipmunk, long-tailed weasel, 
white-headed woodpecker, red-tailed hawk, pigmy nuthatch, brown 
creeper and western tanager. 

The Canadian Life Zone is from 4,000 to 7,500 feet in elevation 
and has lower temperatures than those of the Transition Zone, but 
higher average temperatures than those of the Hudsonian Zone. The 
Canadian Zone is typically forested with northern coniferous trees 
such as lodgepole pine, and is frequently intermixed with willows 
and occasionally aspens. Animals that occur in this zone are the 
red squirrel, snowshoe hare, pileated woodpecker, hermit thrush, red 
crossbill and blue grouse. Amphibians and reptiles are seldom found 
in this zone. 

The Hudsonian Life Zone is found from 3,500 to 7,500 feet in 
elevation. The area is forested with spruce, sub-alpine fir, white 
fir, willows and occasionally birches, and ends at timberline. 
Animals that occur in this zone are the mantled ground squirrel, 
northern flying squirrel, Cassin's finch, golden-crowned kinglet and 
pine siskin. 

Porcupine at Lake Creek - 1936 
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The Alpine Zone is located above timberline from 6,500 to 9,000 
feet in elevation. No trees are associated with this life zone. 
Animals that occur in this zone are the Heather vole, mountain vole, 
rosy finches and white-crowned sparrow. 

Throughout all of these life zones, "ecotones" can be found where 
two or more distinctive habitats or vegetative types meet and inter
mingle to form a composite of the various vegetative types involved 
(USDA Forest Service 1978). 

Other wildlife found throughout these zones are elk, mule deer, 
black bear and antelope. Two herds of California bighorn sheep have 
been introduced, one on Canyon Mountain and one on Aldrich Mountain. 
Furbearers include beaver, mink, marten, muskrat, racoon, coyote, 
bobcat and civet cat (or spotted skunk). Several species of 
salamanders, frogs and toads represent the amphibians. Reptiles 
include 10 species of harmless snakes, plus the western rattlesnake. 
Steelhead, rainbow, cutthroat, redband and brook trout are found in 
"he Forest, along with spring-run chinook salmon, Dolly Varden trout 
and mountain whitefish. Upland game birds on the Forest include 
grouse, quail, chukar and dove, while geese, mallards and cinnamon 
teal comprise the most common nesting waterfowl. Of the non-game 
species, there are bald eagles, golden eagles and occasionally osprey. 

Traill's Flycatcher and Young Nesting in Lodgepole Pine 
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Young Badger on Malheur Forest 

Deer on Winter Range 
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'Columbia Joe" - 1885 
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NATIVE AMERICAN GROUPS 

In the 18th Century, the principal residents in the area under 
consideration were the Northern Paiutes. Research reflects disagree
ment among the ethnologists as to whether the Paiutes should be as
signed to identifiable and territorially delimitable social groups. 
They have been referred to as "nation," "tribe," "band," "composite 
bands," etc. The generally accepted term today appears to be "band." 
This term does not necessarily reflect territoriality, but rather 
a cohesive society integrated through kinship, warfare or other fac
tors . The Northern Paiute were not bound together by any particular 
political organization. Small groups were distributed widely and 
often shifted from band to band. While some groups returned annually 
to the same winter camps, others wintered in various locations and 
outside of any nuclear group. Hunting and gathering grounds did not 
consist of any established territories and other groups were not pre
vented from utilizing these areas. Native informants have assigned 
land to particular bands, usually in relation to winter camps. How
ever, those who wandered into these areas were not looked upon as 
trespassers . 

Blyth (1938:396) refers to bands of Paiutes known by their chief 
food source. In the Malheur Forest area those include the 
Hu'nipwi1tika (huni'bui, Root Eaters), Pa tihichi'tika (Elk Eaters), 
Agai'tika (Salmon Eaters) and Wada'tika (Seed Eaters). The Hunibui 
Eaters wintered in camps around Canyon Creek, its confluence with 
the John Day and the John Day River Valley to the west. Their hunting 
grounds ran west to Dayville and south to Seneca and Izee. Blyth's 
informants state that they "wintered on both sides of the John Day 
and as far north as Waterman [north of Mitchell]." The easternmost 
boundary appears to be in the Baker area, although Blyth was uncertain 
whether these were Hunibui Eaters or another Paiute band designated 
as Elk Eaters, who were thought to have wintered in the vicinity of 
Prairie City and Baker. Salmon Eaters were described as camping as 
far west as the North Fork of the Malheur. The hunting and gathering 
grounds of the Seed Eaters extended north to the vicinity of Silvies. 

These fluid populations often became affiliated with neighboring 
groups and territorial overlapping of both group and tribal boundaries 
occurred during seasonal migrations in search of food. The Paiutes' 
quest for food in this inhospitable environment taught them to consume 
nearly everything digestible. 

The Umatilla, Cayuse, Tenino and Walla Walla ranged southward 
from their Columbia River and Grande Ronde camps to the Paiutes' 
northern boundary. Strained relations existed between them, with 
the Paiutes denying the northern tribes the right to hunt deer and 
their retaliating by excluding the Paiutes from the rich salmon sites 
on the Columbia. Since they possessed firearms and horses by the 
18th Century, the military advantage lay with the tribes to the 
north. 
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Steward and Wheeler-Voegelin (1974:24) write: 

...the Nez Perce, Cayuse, Umatilla and Tenino 

...surpassed the Northern Paiute in organization 
because of their access to the better salmon fish
eries, their acquisition of the horse at an early 
date and possession of grasslands on which to 
support it, and their participation in the fur 
trade with the whites. Their penetration of 
Paiute territory was limited by distance and lack 
of desirable resources, not by the Paiute's abil
ity to repel them. The Paiute were left compara
tively unmolested in excessively arid country 
which supported few people and which was not suit
able for fishing, use of horses, or fur trapping. 

In later years however, the Umatilla, Cayuse and Walla Walla 
tribes shared numerous campsites on the Forest with the Paiutes. 

...in what is now Grant County, the Umatilla 
occupied various spots along the forks of the John 
Day River from about Monument eastward. Specific 
areas in this region include: that about Beack 
[sic] Creek, Oregon; the Beech-Laycock Creek junc
tion; five sites along the Middle Fork of the 
John Day downstream from Bates, Oregon; Bull, 
Granite, and Crane Creeks. Other important areas 
in Grant County were on Silvies River just south 
of Seneca, in Logan Valley and on Poison Creek 
just east of Silvies, Oregon, the headwaters of 
the Malheur River, and the prairies between it 
and the North Fork of the Malheur. Virtually 
every one of these sites was jointly shared with 
the Cayuse, while those along the John Day, 
Silvies and Malheur River were also visited and 
exploited by the Warm Springs (Tenino) Indians, 
Columbia River Indians and the Paiute (Suphan 
1974b:132-33). 

While the resources in these areas distant from the Umatillas 
were certainly exploited, the Native American groups also carried 
on trading and social activities with their neighbors when the oppor
tunity arose. 

SUBSISTENCE 

Among the Northern Paiute as a whole, population density was 
low — about one person to every ten to twenty square miles. Early 
explorers encountered scattered groups of Paiutes who were described 
as being on the verge of starvation. Other than fish, small game, 
roots, seeds and berries, some observers noted little else that could 
be consumed. Others described the Paiutes as existing on insects 
and lizards. 
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Antelope drives utilizing brush enclosures were directed by 
special shamans. In the fall, rabbit drives also took place under a 
leader with supernatural powers. The rabbits were important not only 
for food, but also for their furs, which were twisted and woven into 
blankets. Mudhens, young ducks, geese and sage hens were also 
acquired through communal effort with nets, decoys, and bows and 
arrows. Collective hunts such as these were infrequent and most hunt
ing took place on an individual basis. 

Salmon, suckers, minnows and trout were caught with nets, in 
weirs, driven into willow bundles, harpooned or hooked. When fish 
were taken, they were only a seasonal food and were not as significant 
as vegetable foods. Since all observers describe the winter situation 
of the Paiute as one bordering on starvation, it is evident that they 
were unsuccessful in developing storage techniques. Those who dried 
salmon were unable to store it in large quantities or for a very long 
period before spoilage took place. Observers concluded that when 
the winter supplies were depleted, the Paiutes were sometimes reduced 
to cannibalism or starvation. 

Rats, porcupine, squirrel, chipmunk, mink, gopher, elk, deer, 
and raccoon were also eaten, as were badger, mountain sheep, beaver 
and bobcat. 

Aside from waterfowl — doves, blackbirds, woodpeckers, robins, 
bluebirds, quail, loon, grouse and prairie chickens were eaten. The 
feathers were taken from these birds as well as live owls, magpies, 
hawks and eagles, which were later released. The eggs of duck, geese 
and mudhen were also consumed. Insect food included caterpillars, 
grasshoppers, ants and crickets, along with the "eggs" of ants and 
bees. Insects were often dried, pounded, and mixed with seeds, with 
the resulting flour baked into a loaf. 

Vegetable foods comprised the majority of the Northern Paiutes' 
diet. While roots were of primary importance, seeds and berries were 
also gathered. These could be dried and stored and included camas, 
kouse, arrowroot, wild onion, bitterroot, balsamroot, fawn lily, 
fleeceflower and cattails. They also utilized rabbitbrush, sun
flower, milkweed, sorrel, sagebrush, saltbrush, huckleberries, cur
rants, serviceberries, chokecherries, bearberries and elderberries 
(Kelly 1932; Stewart 1938). 

A "pitchball" substance was secured from lodgepole and ponderosa 
pine by peeling an oval or triangular layer of bark from the tree 
and scraping away the cambium layer. In the spring when the trees 
were laden with moisture, this substance was sweet, but later in the 
year it became stringy and dry and was consumed only when other food 
was scarce (Churchill 1979). 

Toepel, et al .(1979:68) writes: 

...the desert could probably have supported many 
times as many people except for several limiting 
factors. First, the plants which provided the 
much needed seeds and roots were widely scattered 
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across the countryside, limiting the efficiency 
with which they could be gathered. Second, the 
seeds of various plants could be gathered for 
only a few days to a couple of weeks before the 
seeds fell off the stalks and could no longer 
be collected for food. Consequently, most seeds 
ripened and fell before the inhabitants had a 
chance to gather them. Third, due to the erratic 
rainfall in the region, the seed yield varied 
considerably from year to year and sometimes 
failed to support even the tiny local population. 
In the event of a severe food shortage, the 
families of a band split up to visit friends and 
relatives in more productive areas. Sometimes, 
however, food was scarce in many places and the 
people starved. 

MATERIAL CULTURE 

Paiute material culture depended upon a technology of wood, horn, 
bone, vegetable fiber and stone. Dwellings and sweathouses were 
constructed of brush or willows and covered with grass, brush, mats or 
bark. Wood provided the material for digging sticks, drillshafts, 
fish harpoons, bows and arrows, snowshoes, drum bodies, whistles and 
flutes. Spoons and dippers were made from horn, while scrapers, awls, 
flakers, beads and whistles were manufactured from bone. Vegetable 
fiber was twisted and woven into baskets and bags, cups, fishing 
traps, water jugs, mats, blankets, clothing, headgear, cradles, nets, 
string and rope. Stone was fashioned into mortars, pestles, metates, 
manos, bowls, clubs, choppers, scrapers, hammers and arrow straight-
eners. Rubbing stones were utilized for skin dressing. Knives, drill 
points, arrow points and other tools were made from flaking obsidian, 
dacite, basalt, ignimbrite, chert and other materials. Furs and hides 
provided the Paiutes with blankets, belts, caps, headbands, robes, 
capes, clothing and footwear (Kelly 1932; Stewart 1938). 

Generally speaking, in the Paiute culture the males were respon
sible for house construction, net making, hunting, fishing and some 
gathering. The females prepared the food, gathered seeds and roots, 
made baskets, dressed skins and manufactured clothing. Both males 
and females cooperated in fire tending, water carrying and blanket 
and cord making, among other subsistence activities (Stewart 1938: 
406). 

However difficult it was for the Native Americans to maintain 
their lives in this harsh territory, it soon changed for the worse. 
As wave upon wave of non-Indians entered the area, the Paiutes could 
envision their food supply becoming even more depleted. The prospec
tors were soon tearing the earth apart in their search for gold. 
There was no time and little inclination to deal fairly with the "pes
ky siwashes." The Paiutes' territory was shrinking rapidly and their 
desperation was soon to manifest itself. 
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Arrowleaf Balsamroot 
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Unidentified Settler with Team 

28 



EXPLORATION 

In 1824 it became important to expand the trapping and trade 
routes of the Hudson's Bay Company in order to increase its profits 
and protect its interests against those of its American rivals. Peter 
Skene Ogden, who had demonstrated his skill and initiative many times, 
was dispatched to the "Snake Country," an area still relatively unex
plored. He conducted several trapping and exploratory trips through 
the Forest area in 1826. Arriving in January near Ingle and Beech 
Creeks while traveling eastward on the John Day River, he remarked 
that "...a poorer county does not exist in any part of the World." 
On reaching Burnt River just east of the present Forest boundary, 
he described the mountains as "...well covered with Snow indeed a 
more Gloomy Barren looking Country I never yet seen (Davies 1961)." 
Despite these discouraging reports, more trappers and explorers fol
lowed and these trails soon opened the country to emigrants. 

Between 4,000 and 5,000 emigrants came overland to Oregon in 
1847, nearly all by the Snake River and Columbia Basin route following 
the Oregon Trail. Various attempts were made to locate a route 
through central Oregon. However, the area was inhabited by Paiutes 
who were antagonistic toward parties who attempted crossing and they 
were often attacked and robbed. As the pressure of continued immigra
tions and retaliatory actions by the native inhabitants had increased, 
an Oregon Superintendency of Indian Affairs was established in 1849 
and treaty policies were developed soon thereafter. In 1855 the Wasco 
and Tenino Indians signed treaties giving up their lands and settled 
on the Warm Springs Reservation. The Umatilla, Cayuse and Walla Walla 
were removed to the Umatilla Reservation. However, the problems of 
the Northern Paiutes were yet to be resolved. 

In 1834 Stephen Meek, a Virginian fur trader, trapped the John 
Day and Malheur Rivers. Having guided wagon trains to Oregon pre
viously, Meek was, in 1845, elected to pilot emigrants through to 
Fort Hall, where his services were terminated. He soon convinced 
a sufficient number to follow him on a shorter and supposedly less 
hazardous route to the Willamette Valley than that through the Colum
bia Gorge. Approximately 200 families left the emigrant trail at 
Vale in August to follow Meek to The Dalles. By the time they had 
arrived at the North Fork of the Malheur, the company had begun to 
string out. The going was becoming increasingly tough, the wagons 
were shaking to pieces, and at least one of their party had died. 
With the difficult passage through the Malheur Mountains behind them, 
the wagon train was further south than intended and Stephen Meek was 
reluctant to admit he was lost. As they moved through the desert 
into Wagontire, suspicion and fear began to surface among the emi
grants. Water was scarce and so was proper food. The very young and 
very old were sick and fatigued, as were the cattle. At this point, 
Meek left the train to fend for itself and hurried on ahead to The 
Dalles. After a five- to seven-day delay, water was located at some 
distance. Shortly thereafter, a Warm Springs Indian appeared and 
guided the party to Crooked River. Ultimately, forty-five days were 

29 







consumed in aimless wandering in hardship and despair. The continued 
jolting, the cold nights and the hot days took their toll and at least 
twenty-three more deaths occurred before the group's eventual arrival 
at The Dalles (Clark and Tiller 1966). 

At some point along this ill-fated route, some youngsters set 
out with an old blue bucket in which to carry some water. In a dry 
creek bed, they found some good-sized nuggets which were later 
hammered into disks and hidden in a secret compartment of the tool box 
of one of the emigrants. Many prospectors organized over the years 
to retrace the trail of the Meek party and locate the "Blue Bucket 
Mine," but it was never found. The numerous versions of this and 
other stories of rich deposits of gold soon lured the adventurous 
to the Oregon interior. 

In the Fall of 1861 an expedition was launched from Portland 
to locate the "Blue Bucket Mine." A Mr. Adams, who had been with the 
Meek party, felt certain he could find the gulch where the nuggets 
had been picked up. The company soon set out, retracing the route 
of the original emigrants. Unfortunately, history repeated itself 
and the group found itself in the dry region where the Meek party 
had suffered from a lack of water. Adams' group also began to doubt 
their guide's honesty with regard to the location of the gold. The 
men turned northward, refusing to follow Adams any further and 
proceeded up the Malheur River toward the headwaters of the Burnt 
River. Even though this new route varied from the one Adams had em
barked upon, the men still insisted Adams locate the gold or they 
would kill him. Some of the group were not as bitter as the others 
and their efforts prevented Adams' death. 

A number of the men returned to their crops in the Willamette 
Valley, but others of the group decided to set out through the John 
Day country, intending to return over the Barlow Trail and prospect 
along the way. This party discovered gold on the North Fork of the 
John Day River and staked their claims. Two men remained at the 
claims while the others went on to get a supply of provisions. When 
their partners didn't return and food was running low, the two went 
on to The Dalles. There they learned of the death of one of their 
group at the hands of Indians. Evidently, this discouraged the men 
from returning to their claims and the subsequent discovery of gold 
in 1862 on Canyon Creek was not made through any knowledge acquired 
from the previous prospectors. 

Many versions of the Blue Bucket Mine incident have been writ
ten. C. A. Sweek went to Canyon City in 1888 to find out all he could 
about the subject. The following information appeared in the 21 
November 1924 issue of the Blue Mountain Eagle: 

If you will read the account of the Blue Bucket 
Mine you will see that most of the writers speak 
of the party finding gold in the stream a few 
days after the death of Mrs. Chambers [28 Septem
ber 1845]. You will also see that many writers 
think the gold was found on a tributary of the 
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Malheur River. Both of these beliefs are erron
eous . The gold was not discovered for some time 
after the death of Mrs. Chambers. The emigrants 
left visible evidence as to their trail, for in 
1881, when I followed their trail, 1 would 
frequently see on the bunch grass hills deep ruts 
where the wheels were locked going down into 
Harney Valley — on Cow Creek. They camped on the 
northwest shore of Harney Lake. In 1907 Dan 
Harkey of Burns found the axle of a wagon in 
Spring Creek about 100 yards below where Cricket 
Creek flows into Spring Creek. Steve Meek left 
the wagon train on the shores of Malheur Lake. 
He followed the Big Stick Canyon to Wagontire 
Mountain, where he found an easy pass out. When 
the emigrants crossed the Malheur River they 
passed through a canyon now known as Meek Canyon. 
They later crossed the middle fork of the Malheur 
River and its tributaries near the present town 
of Post. 

At Spring Creek they camped and mended the axle 
of one of the wagons and threw the old axle into 
Spring Creek where it was found a few years ago. 
They went down Spring Creek to Emigrant Creek 
and turned north toward the top of the mountains, 
working north to the headwaters of the south fork 
of the John Day River. Here they followed a ridge 
to near the head of Murderers Creek, where they 
met an Indian from Warm Springs, who directed 
them back toward the headwaters of the John Day, 
which way led them by the headwaters of the Ochoco 
and on the Ochoco [sic]. 

In June 1862 a man named Alread, with a party 
of miners from Yreka, California, while en route 
to Auburn, in Baker County, struck the old wagon 
tracks of the emigrants of 1845 near the shore 
of Harney Lake. They followed it to where the 
trail turned back. They supposed the trail led 
to Auburn, and when it turned back they pressed 
on to Auburn. In 1882 I met Mr. Alread at Canyon 
City and he told me about the old trail. Mr. 
Herron, whose father found the gold, took up a 
donation land claim two miles south of my father's 
farm, in the Tualatin Valley. I knew the Herrons 
well. "My father saw a piece of decomposed quartz, 
heavily veined with gold, that Mr. Herron had 
picked up while on the Meek cut-off. Many years 
later, when the Ochoco mines were discovered, 
it was found that the gold from the Ochoco mines 
was identical in appearance with the piece of 
gold that Mr. Herron had found. As a matter of 
fact, the only gold that has ever been discovered 
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between where Mrs. Chambers was buried and where 
the emigrants of 1845 left the mountains to reach 
The Dalles was on the Ochoco. 

In the old days, the emigrants used to carry cedar 
water buckets, painted blue on the outside and 
red on the inside. When I was a boy I used to 
see these old blue buckets. When one of the 
emigrants who had been with the Meek cut-off party 
was told of the discovery of gold in California, 
he spoke of the gold they had found while on 
Meek's cut-off and said, "I could have filled 
a blue bucket with the stuff if I had known it 
was gold." So that was the way in which the Blue 
Bucket Mine was named. 

If you will look at a Forest Reserve map or a 
government road map you will find there is a 
stream called Stinking Water that flows into the 
middle fork of the Malheur from a southerly direc
tion about two or three miles above Drewsey. 
You will also see on the map a canyon called 
Meek's Canyon. ...This canyon is about three miles 
above Castle Rock and bears southwest from the 
north fork of the Malheur. It is two miles 
above. It takes you to the top of the ridge 
between the north fork of the Malheur and the 
headwaters of the Cottonwood, which stream flows 
in a southerly direction to the middle fork of 
Malheur below Drewsey. The easy way for the 1845 
wagon train to have traveled would have been down 
this stream, thence up the middle fork to the 
mouth of Calamity Creek, and thence, following 
Calamity Creek to the point evidently to the first 
gulch over the ridge to Cow Creek. As the road 
passes over a level country here, the wagon road 
from the head of Meek Creek to where the wagon 
train went down the mountain to Cow Creek has 
not been located. Most of the prospectors who 
have gone out in search of the Blue Bucket mine 
have prospected Cottonwood and Calamity Creeks, 
for they thought the gold was found a day or two 
after the death and burial of Mrs. Chambers. 

In talking with John Cummings at Burns in 1894 
he told me he passed through Harney Valley in 
1857. He said the wagon train left the old Oregon 
Trail at a point above the upper crossing of the 
Snake River and kept to the south of the river 
crossing the headwaters of the Owyhee and the 
south fork of the Malheur River, entering Harney 
Valley through what is now known as the Sand Gap 
territory at the east end of the valley. They 
traveled south of the Malheur and Harney and along 
the south side of Warm Springs Valley, where 
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Hanley's "00" ranch was later located. From the 
upper end of the valley they went southwest to 
Wagontire Mountain. Not finding water west of 
the mountain, they turned northeast to Crooked 
River and followed it until within a few days' 
drive of the Deschutes. There they turned south 
to Klamath Falls section, following the Applegate 
Trail to the Rogue River Valley. Then Mr. 
Cummings described a large spring on the south 
shore of Malheur Lake where the wagon train, of 
which he was a member, halted for several days 
so the women could do their washing and cook up 
supplies. I hitched my team of grays to my buck-
board and took him to the spring. From the top 
of the butte he pointed out to me the route his 
wagon train had traveled in 1857. It came down 
Crooked River near where Paulina is now located 
and followed this river to the vicinity of the 
present city of Prineville. 

EARLY SETTLEMENT 

On 8 June 1862 a group of miners traveling through the John Day 
Valley to a gold strike in Florence, Idaho, stopped to rest a mile 
east of Canyon Creek. One of the group's members, William C. Aldred, 
returned to investigate the sand and gravel near the creek and washed 
$4.50 worth of gold from the sand. Aldred caught up with the rest 
of his group, which continued on toward Florence. Upon arrival 
in Auburn, about fifteen miles southwest of Baker, they learned the 
Florence strike was depleted. Aldred, remembering the gold from 
Canyon Creek, convinced eighteen of his party to return with him. 
They arrived to find both sides of Canyon Creek filed on and being 
actively panned by prospectors. Apparently others wending their way 
to Florence behind Aldred and his party, decided to pursue their luck 
in this valley, thereby getting the jump on the returning group. 
At the same time, gold was discovered in many of the gulches in the 
John Day Valley, including Marysville, one mile east of Canyon Creek, 
and Prairie Diggins, four miles east. Aldred's party staked claims 
in the Prairie Diggins and soon realized $10,000 each from their 
efforts. Those who made these strikes traveled to Auburn, a mining 
town about fifteen miles southwest of the present city of Baker. 
There, while purchasing necessary supplies, they reported their dis
coveries. Within ten days, over 1,000 miners had arrived. That 
figure soon swelled to 5,000 miners working from the mouth of Canyon 
Creek to a point about three miles up the creek (Oliver 1961). 

Canyon City, which took its name from the creek on which it is 
located, was laid out on 20 July 1862 and the post office established 
on 23 April 1864. The area of mining activity on the creek was chris
tened Whiskey Gulch and, appropriately enough, the first business 
venture here was a whiskey shop started in a tent on 15 June 1862. 
About the 20th, a pack train arrived from Yreka, California, bringing 
in whiskey, tobacco and groceries. The next pack train was brought 
from The Dalles by J. J. Cozart and D. N. Luce, having traveled 200 
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Canyon City - circa 1875-85 

miles over a hurriedly established road. The extremely high cost 
of transporting supplies over this route was sixteen to twenty-four 
cents per pound. The horses and riders weaved over baked trails in 
the summer and mud to the axles during rainy periods. The grades 
were narrow and steep and the pack strings were continually harrassed 
by Indians. This situation continued for two years until a wagon 
road was laid out over the route. Men made fortunes with their pack 
trains. The packing was generally conducted in a systematic way and 
the horses were well cared for. Their backs required constant atten
tion to prevent sores often caused from carrying the heavy loads. 
The provisions and groceries provided by the initial trip allowed 
the first store to begin business — also in a canvas tent. Mrs. 
Coopers opened a restaurant and shortly thereafter, several more 
stores and numerous saloons opened for business (Anonymous 1902). 
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In May of 1864 Henry H. Wheeler began transporting mail for the 
government at $12,000 per year between The Dalles and Canyon City. 
He also had a contract with the Wells-Fargo Express Company to carry 
express. His four-horse stages were capable of carrying eleven pas
sengers at a fare of $40 per person. An Oregonian correspondent wrote 
from Canyon City on 9 May 1865 as follows: 

The stage from The Dalles has just arrived with 
a full load of passengers. In fact Wheeler's 
stages are always full. He makes regular semi-
weekly trips, notwithstanding the high waters 
and Indian depredations on the road. Wheeler's 
line of stages is one of the most convenient in
stitutions we have, and all our letters and papers 
reach us by that conveyance (Nedry 1952:248). 

During the four years he operated the stage line, Wheeler had 
89 horses stolen. In 1876 he was shot in the mouth by Indians and 
robbed of all but $10,000 in currency. The Indians had never seen 
paper money and were interested only in the gold, the leather in the 
mail pouches and in parts of the stage. Under these precarious cir
cumstances, the high transportation rates could be readily justified. 

Freighting Team in Canyon City in 1900 
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When gold mining was at its height, a stage route was established 
between Canyon City and Burns. The route went south from Canyon City 
up Canyon Creek and Road Gulch, then to the Seneca area from Sugar-
loaf Spring. Leaving Bear Valley via Antelope Valley, the route went 
around Funnybug Basin and down to Soda Valley near Bridge Creek 
Ranch. Roughly following the present road south through Soda Valley, 
the road went down Devine Ridge, connecting with the present road 
about five miles north of Burns. 

Cooks, carpenters, merchants, farmers and stockmen began to 
arrive. Soon the population was larger than that of Portland and 
began to take on an air of permanence. In the 1870s and 1880s, hun
dreds of Chinese entered Grant County. In the early days, they were 
not allowed to own and operate rich claims on their own. They were 
hired, at slave wages, to do the tedious, strenuous work for others. 
In spite of the adverse conditions, they labored willingly and cheer
fully. They were sturdy and could endure hot or cold weather. After 
the better, more productive claims were worked out and abandoned, 
the Chinese moved in and re-worked the diggings more thoroughly. 
They were efficient miners and worked cooperatively in groups, clean
ing the banks and streambeds all the way to bedrock, even patiently 
removing sands and gravels in cracks and crevices. These areas often 
proved to be rich. 

"Old Howe" the Laundryman - 1900 

The Chinese were the most numerous foreign group in the area. 
Most lived in John Day, also called "Lower Town" or "Tiger Town." 
They numbered approximately 600 in the early days and had their own 
stores, restaurants, laundries and doctors. Remaining still, is a 
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restored pharmacy and general store built in the 1860s. The Kam Wah 
Chung building served as a gathering place for the Chinese as late 
as 1940. The culture of the Chinese is reflected in the artifacts 
and memorabilia contained in this museum today. 

Before returning to their native land, many Chinese laborers 
worked on the arduous construction of miles of ditches, wagon roads 
and railroad grades throughout the West. 

Roy Moore (personal interview) rememners the population as having 
dwindled to about 300 in 1906, when he was attending high school in 
John Day. He remembers only two Chinese women living here at that 
time. 

In 1863 Cincinnatus Hiner Miller arrived in Canyon City to prac
tice law. He had lived with Indians in California in 1857 and the 
following year attended Columbia College in Eugene, Oregon. He re
turned to his Indian friends in California and here he was to take on 

Joaquin Miller 
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the name "Joaquin" after the Mexican bandit, Joaquin Murietta. Miller 
dressed the part, wearing buckskins and moccasins for which he was 
forever to be famous. Joaquin studied law, but in his heart he was 
a poet and was scribbling verse at every opportunity. After a four-
day romance, he married Theresa Dyer in Oregon. "Minnie" was also 
a writer. Their literary ambitions took them to California where 
their works were published, but without compensation. Then they moved 
to Canyon City where Joaquin bought a house on the hill above the 
town and planted the first orchard in the valley. For nine months, 
Joaquin practiced law with Colonel Thomas E. Gray and was elected 
County Judge in June of 1866. He was paid $100 per month until 1869. 
"Minnie" Miller grew increasingly disenchanted with her marriage and 
in 1870, divorced Joaquin, taking their children and returning to 
Western Oregon. 

Joaquin's first book of poems, Specimens, was published in 1868, 
followed by Joaquin et al. Failing in his bid to move onto the State 
Supreme Court bench~ Joaquin left for Europe where Songs of the 
Sierras was published. London was taken with Miller's Wild West garb 
and his flowing blonde hair. Later, when he returned to live in 
Washington D. C., this "Poet of the Sierras" was a tourist attraction. 
His poetry was not destined to receive widespread critical acclaim, 
however. Miller's popularity rested not on any substantial artistic 
accomplishment, but on a passing nostalgic view of the fabulous 
Western hero as being encompassed or nearly encompassed in himself. 
He was Grant County's gift to literature and his cabin is preserved 
at Canyon City near the museum (Frost 1967). 

Before Joaquin's orchard was planted, the miners could see no 
value in farming or stock raising. 1863 was an unusually severe win
ter and early horticultural experiments failed. All provisions had 
to be packed in from elsewhere and at a very high price. There were 
profits to be made from raising vegetables however, so a few men 
persisted, and one John Herburger was successful. He sold potatoes 
at $.25 a pound and business was so good that he was soon required 
to limit the amount any one man purchased to four pounds. Agriculture 
in Grant County had begun. More horses and cattle were soon imported 
to lay the groundwork for the stock industry. B. C. Trowbridge and 
William Wilson took out the first homesteads on 16 July 1862 across 
the John Day River from the mouth of Canyon Creek (Anonymous 1902). 

Lumber was necessary for the construction of flumes and sluices, 
so a little sawmill was set up by Sanborn and Roy in the fall of 1862 
on Big Pine Creek. Another mill was established above Canyon City 
a little later. Until this time all lumber had been whipsawed. The 
mills brought this laborious task to an end. 

On 22 September 1862 Baker County was carved from the eastern 
part of Wasco County and named for Edward Dickenson Baker, a U.S. 
Senator from Oregon. Grant County was created from sections of 
Umatilla and Wasco Counties on 14 October 1864 and named for General 
U. S. Grant. From part of Baker County, on 17 February 1887, Malheur 
County was formed, and on 25 February 1889 Harney County was created 
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from the southern part of Grant County and was named for a noted 
Indian fighter and Army officer, William Selby Harney. 

The John Day River was named after a Virginia backwoodsman who 
was a member of the Astor-Hunt overland party. Becoming separated 
from their party in the winter of 1811-12, John Day and Ramsay Crooks 
were accosted at the mouth of the John Day River by hostile Indians 
and robbed of all their belongings, including their clothes. They 
suffered terribly from the cold, having to plod through snow and sub
sist on roots and skins, but were rescued by another party descending 
the Columbia River. From that time, the tributary was called the 
John Day River. Later, John Day was said to have become insane. 
One account states he died and was buried in Astoria in 1814, while 
another claims he died in the Snake River country in 1820. 

The actual settlement and development of north-
central Oregon lands have been strongly influenced 
by the land policies of the federal government. 
The pre-emption provisions, homestead acts, desert 
land entries, stockraising homestead laws, recla
mation projects, and the Bankhead-Jones Act all 
served to stimulate human activity in the region. 
In similar fashion, federal timber and mineral 
edicts affected the rate of growth in the region's 
population and economy (Toepel et al. 1979:143). 

John Day's Busy Main Street - about 1905 

Settlements and way stations were located on and near the Forest 
in the vicinity of the gold strikes and later near sawmill sites. 
Many of these are now ghost towns or considerably diminished in popu
lation. These include Greenhorn, Granite, Tipton, Susanville, Grant, 
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Galena, Austin, Bates, White Pine, Whitney, Hamilton, Beech Creek, 
Izee, Trester, Dixie, Comer, Duncanville, Van, Marysville, Silvies, 
Top, Redboy, Range, Rann, Parkersville, Logdell, Homer, Fisks, Diffin, 
Harper, Caverhill, Alamo, Supplee, Margaret, Soda Spring, Robinsville 
and Lawton (McArthur 1952). Long Creek, Monument, Fox, Prairie City, 
Dayville, Canyon City, John Day, Mt. Vernon and Seneca have survived. 

Mt. Vernon - 1935 

Prairie City - 1939 
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In 1890 the following Grant County census was tallied by pre
cincts: Austin, 28; Bear Valley, 188; Canyon City, 382; Fox, 244-
Granite, 249; Hamilton, 352; Haystack, 290; John Day, 331; Long Creek' 
533; Marysville, 227; Middle, 200; Mountain Creek, 107; North Fork' 
179; Olive Creek, 52; Rock Creek, 85; Rosebud, 135; Shoofly, 131; 
Silvies, 192; Susanville, 52; Union, 760; Warm Springs, 293; Waterman, 
41; total, 5,080. The City of John Day contained 211 people; Canyon 
City, 304; Prairie City, 222; and Long Creek, 60 (Anonymous 1902). 

The Blue Mountain Telephone Company, in 1895, constructed a line 
to Canyon City, John Day, Prairie City and Burns from Heppner, and 
later from Baker to Prairie City. 

Canyon City after 1937 Fire 

A news reporter had the following to say of conditions in Canyon 
City in February 1865: 

Business of all kinds is overdone here. The popu
lation is not sufficient for the draft upon it. 
What do you think of a village like this suppor
ting seven hotels, more stores than you can count 
in two hours — if you had to visit them first 
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— nine doctors, nine lawyers, an immense number 
of drinking houses, bakeries, and other things 
in proportion. Such is Canyon City (Nedry 1952: 
250). 

Canyon City was seriously damaged by fire on 12 August 1870. 
On 12 November 1898 the Grant County News was the only business left 
in Canyon City after a fire totally the destroyed town. Loss was 
estimated at $200,000.00. Fire struck again in 1937, after which 
many businesses moved to John Day. 

John Day - 1910 
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Cy J. Bingham with Confiscated Still Paraphernalia during Prohibition 
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While the John Day Valley was growing by leaps and bounds, so 
was the antagonistic attitude of the Native Americans. The pack 
trains were continually prey to the bands of Paiutes in the area and 
so was property in the areas surrounding the mines. Late in the fall 
of 1862, on a stream now known as Murderers Creek, south of the 
Aldrich Mountains on the Bear Valley District, five men were attacked 
and shot with poison arrows. One miner was killed outright and two 
others died later. The remaining two escaped with their wounds and 
struggled to Canyon City. The older of the two died soon after and 
the younger survived with lingering problems. 

THE DALLES MILITARY ROAD 

Horses and mules were regularly stolen or stampeded by the 
Paiutes, and the inhabitants of this area lived in a constant state of 
apprehension and terror. Safe access roads were necessary for trans
portation of needed supplies. In 1867 an act was passed by Congress 
whereby a land grant was made to the State of Oregon for the construc
tion of a military road from Boise to The Dalles. It proceeded over 
a divide to the North Fork of the Malheur, then down Willow Creek 
along the route of the old emigrant road to Fort Boise. By an act 
of the State Legislature passed in 1868 a contract was made with The 
Dalles Military Road Company. The Road Company was to build the road 
and for its services in doing this, it was to receive a land grant 
of every odd-numbered section for three miles on both sides of the 
road. The Douglas and Howell toll road across the Blue Mountain 
Summit was acquired by The Dalles Military Road Company and became a 
unit of The Dalles Military Road. Governor Woods certified in June 
1869 that he had examined the road and found it satisfactory. 

The March 1876 issue of the Grant County Express offered the 
following opinion: 

There are places on the Dalles Military Road where 
the bottom has dropped out. If the Road Company 
should follow their road to where it ought to 
go they would find a warmer climate than Grant 
County. Like a great serpent it has dragged 
itself through the John Day Valley, poisoning the 
whole country. This road is an illegitimate child 
of one ex-Governor Woods — afterward a carpet
bagger in Utah. It was and is a great swindle. 

And from the Grant County Times 11 August 1877: 

For a thieving corporation and an unprincipled 
set of sharks and sponges we commend The Dalles 
Military Road Company. We feel that we are late 
however, in recommending this Company to the 
public as such, as the people are acquainted with 
their scurvy "ways that are dark, and tricks that 
are vain." One has only to travel over the above-
named road to be impressed with the magnitude 
of the sell. Muddy, Antelope and Bridge Creek 
Canyons are almost impassable; while numerous 
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other places, grades and canyons would by most 
people be considered unsafe as stock trails. 
This Company is now represented by E. Martin of 
San Francisco, who has a brother or cousin in 
Portland who is ready at all times to sell land 
for four times its original value (government 
value) to settlers, and is not over-scrupulous 
about selling that which does not belong to the 
Company; as our County Clerk's records will show. 

Once more we advise our people not to buy a foot 
of their land, but rather settle a little farther 
from the road on public land, thereby getting 
good title, and refusing to fill the pockets of 
this shameful monopoly of land thieves. 

On 2 March 1889 a complaint by the U. S. Attorney General 
alleged: 

...that the road was never constructed in whole 
or in part, that through fraudulent representa
tions of the officers, stockholders and agents 
of the corporation, the Governor of Oregon was 
deceived and induced to issue a certificate 
declaring he had examined the road throughout its 
entire length, and that it had been constructed 
and completed in all respects in accordance with 
the statute; and relying on this certificate, 
the patents had been issued by the United States 
(McNeal 1953). 

Subsequent trials and appeals completely ignored the basic 
fraud. 

In 1870 a passably military road was established from Fort Harney 
near Burns via Canyon City, Camp Watson, Mitchell, Burnt Ranch, 
Antelope, Shaniko, Bakeoven, Sherar's Bridge, Nansene, Wasco, Boyd, to 
The Dalles. 

MILITARY CAMPS 

In 1867 Fort Harney was established about four miles south of 
the Malheur National Forest boundary, along an extension of Forest 
Road 196. The Fort was supplied mainly from The Dalles via Canyon 
City. 

The supply route left Fort Harney (according to 
Buck Hankins, former Malheur National Forest en
gineer , and longtime resident of the area), going 
northeast up a draw and swinging up to a ridge, 
before heading due north, tying into Forest Ser
vice Road 196 southeast of Kendall Spring. Then 

51 



52 



it followed Forest Service Road 184 to Call 
Meadow, Cabin Meadow, and Haystack Meadow. ...The 
route followed the approximate location of Forest 
Road 184 to Mountain Spring, where it turned west, 
down the gulch dug by Mountain Creek. It then 
followed the route of the present highway, but 
went west of Windy Point and past Fall Spring 
before descending to the John Day Valley near 
Luce School (USFS files). 

Camp Logan Hospital - 1918 

In order to protect the local citizens, a military post, Camp 
Logan, was established on the north side of Strawberry Mountain in 
1865. The men on the post were extremely discontent and many deser
ted, taking with them their horses, arms and equipment. Apparently 
Camp Logan was never properly garrisoned and the horses and men suf
fered from inadequate shelter, poor pay and insufficient leadership. 
According to reports sent to the Adjutant General's Office in 
Portland, some attacks were initiated against the Indians, but they 
provided little relief (Oliver Museum Files). Camp Logan was vacated, 
despite the fact that it was located in an advantageous position to 
protect the settlers. In 1866 petitions were circulated by the local 
citizenry requesting the Governor and the Adjutant General to supply 
Camp Logan with two or three companies of cavalry in order to bring 
to a final settlement the Indian difficulties. Protection was finally 
provided late in 1867. Military action was increased and the Northern 
Paiute population was seriously depleted. 
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A temporary post, Camp Lincoln, was established 15 March 1864, 
but was abandoned 1 May 1864. It was used during Indian outbreaks 
and was on the South Fork of the John Day River, probably near 
Dayville. 

Camp Watson was established in 1865 twenty miles southeast of 
Mitchell and about fifty miles northwest of Canyon City on The Dalles 
Military Road. Three troops of the 1st Oregon Volunteer Cavalry, 
under the command of Captain John Drake were dispatched to the area. 
Local tradition says that a log stockade about fifteen feet high was 
the main defense, and there were several groups of log cabins and 
a blacksmith shop. In addition, there was a building used for a stage 
station and a large meadow for a parade ground. Camp Watson was in 
use from 1865 to 1869 (McArthur 1952). 

MALHEUR INDIAN RESERVATION 

In 1873 the Malheur Indian Reservation was established for "all 
the roving and straggling bands in Eastern and Southeastern Oregon, 
which can be induced to settle there (Brimlow 1951)," with Samuel 
B. Parrish as one of the first agents. The area, set aside at the 
three forks of the Malheur River, was large, almost two million acres, 
and ideal for the purpose, with about 12,000 acres of meadow or good 
land that could be irrigated and farmed. Furthermore, there was 
plenty of water. John W. Meldrum, Deputy Surveyor, described the 
Reservation in his field notes in 1875. 

This is a large Reservation extending through 
61 miles from N. & S. and averaging about 43 miles 
in width from E. to W. Much the greater portion 
is hilly, and the North Western part although 
not suitable for agriculture, is well adapted 
to cattle raising. The Middle Fork of the Malheur 
River rising near Strawberry Butte flows South 
Eastwardly through near the Reservation, and the 
North Fork also rising in the Blue Mountains a 
few miles further East flows South Eastwardly 
through the Northern part. On both these streams 
are some fine bottom lands but generally narrow. 
The agency is situated in a small valley on both 
sides of the North Fork, and which comprises an 
area of about 2000 acres of good agricultural 
land, about 18 miles above its junction with the 
Middle Fork which is the larger stream. There 
are some fine bottoms along Silvie's River below 
the Soda Springs in Fossil Valley which commences 
about 4 miles below the Soda Springs and extends 
down the River about 16 miles and averages about 
1 1/2 miles in width. In Harney Valley on 
Silvie's River below where the river emerges from 
the Canyon are also some fine bottom lands suit
able for agriculture. Along the foothills which 
bound Harney Valley on the North is a considerable 
extent of good land. The South Fork of the 
Malheur is a small, sluggish stream and flows 
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mostly through a hilly country suitable only for 
grazing. Columbia River salmon are caught in 
large quantities in the Middle and North Forks 
of the Malheur. In the North Western and Western 
parts there is an abundance of fine timber consis
ting of Pine, Fir, Tamarack and Spruce. Game 
in large numbers, consisting of Deer, Antelope, 
Bear and Elk are found in these timbered mountains 
of the North Western and Western parts (USFS Sur
vey Notes). 

Chief Winnemucca and his band, Chiefs Egan and Oytes with their 
people, and others moved to the new reservation in 1873. Sarah 
Winnemucca was the interpreter for Agent Parrish. Work went forward 
in spite of Congress dragging its feet in providing funds for develop
ment. Mr. Parrish, well liked and highly respected by his 700 Paiute 
wards, laid out the projects and taught the Indians how to work. 
Buildings were erected, fences built and ditches dug to irrigate the 
new fields. The main ditch was ten feet wide and two and a half miles 
long (Meacham 1974). 

If trouble had not come and the Malheur had been given a fair 
chance to prove itself, it may well have become a successful reser
vation. But trouble did come. Congress would not appropriate the 
funds for it to succeed. Mr. Parrish finally resigned because he 
could not develop or run the reservation without money, nor could 
he live without funds. He had not been paid for almost a year. The 
agent who replaced Parrish, W. V. Rinehart, antagonized the Indians. 
He was accused of trying to drive them off the reservation and there 
may have been a plot to do just that. He fired Sarah Winnemucca. 
The discontent grew. Foraging and trading parties under Oytes often 
left the reservation. Due to the ineptness and inefficiency of the 
Indian Bureau in dealing with these people, some 150 Bannock braves 
moved toward the Malheur Reservation to meet the dissident Paiutes. 

A Paiute Family 
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BANNOCK WAR 

The Treaty of 1868 had promised the Bannocks numerous things, 
the most important of which allowed the Bannocks exclusive use of 
their prime camas ground, Big Camas Prairie, in southern Idaho. 
Settlers were soon encroaching on the grounds, with no protection 
given to the treaty rights of the Bannocks. Mr. Danilson, the Indian 
Agent at Fort Hall, Idaho, had fallen out of favor with the Indians. 
They believed he was showing favoritism to the Shoshones, who were 
also admitted to the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. The Bannocks' 
increasing restlessness and discontent led them to march against the 
white settlers in the spring of 1878. 

Egan asked Sarah Winnemucca to go to Washington, D.C. in their 
behalf. She agreed, but the Indians could not raise the money to 
pay her fare. She planned to sell her team of horses and wagon to 
finance the trip, but the Bannocks, under the leadership of Buffalo 
Horn, struck before she could make the sale. Chiefs Egan and Oytes 
joined the Bannocks. General 0. 0. Howard, Commander of the Depart
ment of the Columbia, took to the field. Sarah became an interpreter 
with his staff. 

Chief Winnemucca and his band had not joined the war parties 
and were in danger from both the Indians and the whites. General 
Howard, in one of his reports, tells of welcoming Sarah on her return 
to the Jordan Valley area. After a hard ride to Steens Mountain she 
had helped to effect the rescue of her father and his Paiutes from 
the Bannocks and place them under Army protection. 

The war parties ranged across the region, killing settlers, burn
ing ranches and stealing horses and cattle. Buffalo Horn was killed 
early in the hostilities. The leadership fell to Egan, war chief 
of the Paiutes, a man not big enough for the job. Some of the allies, 
seeing that the raid was doomed to failure, not only refused to give 
their promised assistance, but turned on the leader, Egan, and trea
cherously murdered him in the Blue Mountains. The Army, other Indians 
and white settlers chased the raiders around Eastern and Central 
Oregon until they had been killed or captured. In her book, Sarah 
says that after the Bannock War was over the hostiles were rounded 
up and guarded by the soldiers to protect them from the citizens. 
Fifty wagons took them to Fort Simcoe near Yakima. It snowed all 
the way and was very cold. The Indians were poorly dressed. Some 
children froze to death and some women died. When they arrived at 
Fort Simcoe the only place they could be housed was in stock sheds. 
The cold was terrible. Sarah was there with the army as interpreter 
and did what she could to relieve the suffering. 

Chief Winnemucca and his band were eventually returned to Nevada 
and many of their descendants now live on the Pyramid Lake Reserva
tion (Hunt 1970:10). The Malheur Indian Reservation was restored 
to the public domain by executive order on 13 September 1882. 
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The following letter from Phil Metschan, Sr. to his friend and 
lodge brother, William M. Wilson, describes the atmosphere in Grant 
County during the Bannock-Paiute hostilities (Oliver Museum Files). 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

Your favor of the 23 ult. is just rec'd. In 
answer I will say that as far as money matters are 
concerned it is out of the question to do anything 
now, and probably this whole season. The reasons 
for this I will give before I close this letter. 
I seen Trowbridge yesterday and spoke to him about 
exchanging notes on the Dean matter, he promised 
to arrange it the first opportunity. Out of Comer 
I have no hopes of getting anything; he is in 
Dixie doing "nothing." McKenna will probably pay 
his this fall, if the Indians don't clean him 
out; Harking & Hardin it is hard to get anything 
more out of it. 

Our crops unlike yours, promise to be a total 
failure. We had a very cold spring, all the fruit 
and a great deal of the grain crop, nearly all 
berries and the greater portion of the vegetables 
were killed by frosts, then extraordinary hot 
weather set in and about the time the grain took 
a new start the Indians broke out and drove the 
settlers from their homes and the probablility 
is that not more than one fourth of a crop will 
be harvested. You will see by the outlines given 
that we will have very hard times to contend 
with. The most serious shock our country has 
received is the Indian Revolt. Grant County was 
getting along finely, the assessable property 
the past year being over $1,100,000, but this 
year it will likely fall below $700,000. 

The Indians on the Malheur Agency broke out about 
the middle of last month and went to the Stein 
Mountain Country where they united with the 
Bannocks. There they stole about 700 head of 
horses, killed all the beef cattle they wanted, 
burnt four ranches, killed four whites and one 
Chinaman and after they were ready, went in a 
westerly direction to old Camp Currey and again 
made a stand. 

Here Col. Bernard with three companies of U.S. 
Cavalry, about 150 men, surprised them on the 
morning of the 2nd of June and killed about 35 
of them, losing himself 5 men; finding that the 
Indians were too strong for him (they numbered 
about 700 Warriors) he fell back, erected Rifle 
pits and awaited the arrival of General Howard, 

58 



who was following with 500 Infantry. The Indians 
burned one of the men who fell and mutilated the 
others fearfully. 

After the arrival of Howard they found that the 
Indians were traveling in a northerly direction 
when a dispatch was sent here by Howard requesting 
that 40 or 50 citizens start and try to check 
their advance on the South Fork, where they would 
come down. Jim Clark, Colby, Bob Hall, Jo Combes 
and ten others started on the 28th of June. 

On the 29th, 2 P.M. about 8 miles above the mouth 
of Southfork they discovered the Indians; not 
being certain that they were Indians they ad
vanced, when a murderous fire was opened on them, 
Jo Combes turned and having a good horse made 
his escape. 0. Aldrich was killed by a shot 
through the head, 2 others were wounded, but 
escaped, Clark had his horse killed and took to 
the brush and 3 others were left afoot, their 
horses giving out. When the news reached here 
the wildest excitement followed as Clark and the 
other 3 men had not been heard of. 

A party of 14 again left during the night and 
the next day, June 30, at Cummings place met the 
Indians where 2 of them was wounded and Cummings 
and Small's place burned by the red devils. A 
courier reached town about 2 o'clock reporting 
that the Indians were burning and murdering every
thing before them and that they were advancing 
up the Valley. 

Shortly after the farmers began to pour into town, 
and but very few arms being here all the women 
and children were moved into the Tunnels in the 
hill to the west of Canyon City. Here some 
remained three full days and nights. Our family 
returned home on Monday. 

We ascertained on Monday that the Indians fighting 
the boys at Cummings were only their advance 
guards and that the main body of them crossed 
the bridge and started towards the North Fork, 
having about 1000 head of horses with them; at 
Jim Smalls they killed Jim's nephew and a hired 
man; at Billy Stewarts they killed a fine stallion 
and a lot of fine bucks just imported, and they 
stole all of his horses. In their raid up the 
Valley they stole all the horses they could reach, 
and killed the large mares and colts, as well 
as lots of cattle. 
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After this they continued their murderous advance, 
crossed the river, passed Fox Valley where they 
killed a sheep herder and advanced on Long Creek 
where they burned the homes of seven large fam
ilies and drove off all the horses in the settle
ment and also killed lots of cattle and horses. 
The settlers here had a Fort in which they took 
refuge; at this the Indians fired a few shots 
and passed on. 

The raid on this settlement is peculiarly disas-
terous as all there are newcomers and in straigh
tened circumstances. They are now somewhere be
tween the North Fork and Umatilla County in a deep 
canyon which is reported to be impregnable. The 
troops about 800 strong are within five miles 
of them but dare not attack them, as the Indians 
are about 1000 warriors strong, well armed and 
in a strong position. 

It is reported that troops are coming from the 
other side of them, and that a battle will be 
given them, if they don't get away before the 
Military is ready. Jim Clark and the other two 
men did not arrive until Monday having been in 
the brush surrounded by about 300 Indians for 
44 hours. They claim to have killed about 10 
or 12. 

You can imagine the excitement that prevails, 
but you cannot have any idea of the damage sus
tained by Grant County, a blow that will be felt 
for years. A great many fear that when they get 
their stolen booty into a place of safety, that 
they will return and devastate the country. In 
fact straggling parties are seen daily in close 
proximity and Cummings and Stewart killed one 
each only a few days ago. Yesterday two young 
men hunting stock on Beach Creek were fired on 
by six of them and reports say that all of 
Trowbridge's horses were driven off last night, 
this however lacks confirmation. 

You can form some idea of what a time I had. 
On the day of the panic June 30, I took my flock, 
wife with a baby just four weeks old in her arms 
and the other five to the place of refuge. Here 
they remained until next evening when I took home, 
wife and baby nearly sick, and had we remained 
there another twenty four hours I think they would 
have died. 
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This excitement followed the election which took 
place June 3, and owing to a defection in the 
Republican party caused by the Luce's and others, 
our whole ticket and with it I was beaten for 
re-election, and, to tell you the truth, I am 
getting disgusted with the country and the 
people. The mining interest is being developed on 
Granite Creek and in a few years I think I will 
be all right, anyhow having considerable of an 
interest there. The prospects are magnificent. 

Horsley is busted; he is running his drug store 
and practicing but has nothing in his name; 
"Johnny" Roy has been in San Francisco since 
February, having gone there to get a cancer in his 
upper lip cured; H. Bryer is still with Sels, 
who has made much money; G.A. Bieson, Nic, Bill 
Gray, Bill Hiatt, Overhold and Muldrick, Gundlach 
Bros., Clark and Poindexter and Hellman are still 
running their respective business. 

The country has improved a great deal since your 
departure, some rich men having as many as 25,000 
head of cattle in the southern part of the county 
and had it not been for this Indian war Grant 
County would have been all right. 

With regards to you and Mrs. Wilson from us all, 
I remain yours truly and fraternally, (Signed) 
Phil Metschan. 

Metschan opened a butcher shop in Canyon City in 1865 and later 
was elected treasurer, judge and clerk of Grant County, becoming state 
treasurer at Salem in 1890. 

"THE BOYS' WAR" 

After the Bannock-Paiute War in 1878 feeling ran high in Grant 
County against the Native Americans. Settlers in the vicinity of 
Dayville, on the South Fork of the John Day River and the Izee 
Country, twenty miles east of Seneca, attacked any Indians who at
tempted to hunt and fish. In September 1898 a battle occurred near 
Izee in which a settler and an Indian were killed. 

The "Columbia River Indians" passed through this area, hunting, 
gathering wool from dead sheep and off the barbed wire fences, picking 
berries, and trading lovely beaded gloves and moccasins for hides. 
One small group, consisting of probably twenty to thirty adults and 
children, and perhaps as many as 100 horses, were camped in Izee 
country when they missed some of their horses. A group of white boys 
had run the horses over a ridge so the Indians were compelled to 
search for them. The Indians believed their horses had been stolen 
and proceeded to the Magill ranch near Izee where they directed 
accusations toward the hired man and threatened the lives of those 
in residence there. Shots were fired, but there were no injuries, 
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and the Indians eventually left. The next morning, John Hyde, an 
Izee rancher, met the Indians moving along with their recovered 
horses. An altercation ensued, Hyde was apparently fired upon, and 
he fled. The community elders were not inclined to pursue the Indians 
and concluded that since they were on their way out of the area, it 
would be best to leave well enough alone. The younger members of 
their families, anxious to display their valor, went to Canyon City 
and acquired arms and ammunition. By the morning of October 26th, 
the self-styled posse numbered nineteen. They set out to run off 
or punish the Indians in some way. However, any real purpose appears 
to have been guided by circumstances. The posse tracked the Indians 
to a point about two miles upstream from where Yellow Jacket Creek 
(now Dead Indian Creek) enters the North Fork of Deer Creek, a tri
butary of John Day's South Fork. Here they confronted the band and 
demanded the surrender of the Indian who had shot at Hyde. The old 
chief of the group suddenly opened fire and a battle resulted. The 
chief was killed and the rest of the braves, being far outnumbered, 
fled the scene. The chief had wounded one member of the posse with 
his first shot, and the boy, George W. Cutting, died shortly there
after. Apparently, none of the other possemen were even wounded. 
News reports were many and varied with an exaggerated number of 
Indians involved and killed. The settlers were fearful of reprisal 
and many were removed to places of greater safety. The Indians were 
more fearful, however, and there were no further incidents. No re
ports of this "last Indian war in the United States" were forwarded 
to any government agencies. Since this appeared to be the action 
of reckless youths who had acted against the advice of their elders, 
the local people were not anxious to discuss the affair (Porter 
1977). 

Jim Small Ranch - Burned during Bannock War 
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Ranger Camp at Head of Murderer's Creek - 1910 

64 



THE FOREST RESERVE 

The National Forests in the West were created before the turn of 
the century to prevent abuse to the nation's natural values. The 
woods and streams were experiencing decimation through uncontrolled 
logging, grazing and fire. In the seventies and eighties, the stock
men assumed as their domain the prairies; the lumbermen the forests; 
and the iron, copper, coal and petroleum giants the mineral fields. 
Exploitation of the West was the state of the national mind. 

In 1891 Congress authorized the withdrawal of Forest Reserves 
from the public domain. Those reserves were to be administered by the 
Department of Interior. Section 24 of the Federal Reserve Act read: 

"That the President of the United States may, 
from time to time, set apart and reserve, in any 
State or Territory having public land bearing 
forests, in any part of the public lands wholly 
or in part covered with timber or undergrowth, 
whether of commercial value or not, as public 
reservations, and the President shall, by public 
proclamation, declare the establishment of such 
reservations and the limits thereof (USFS Files)." 

When the Forest Reserves were developed, the first need was for 
organized protection against fires. Boundary surveys, timber cruises, 
and administration of grazing use were other jobs of early-day Forest 
Rangers. Managing the Forest Reserves were of primary consideration, 
however. 

By 27 June 1902 feeling was beginning to build against the pro
posed Blue Mountain Reserve. It appeared that everyone was opposed 
to it and articles recommending against such a movement were appearing 
weekly in the local newspapers. On the above date, the following 
petition was printed in the Blue Mountain Eagle: 

"To the President of the United States: 

"Whereas, there has been a petition filed in the 
Department of the Interior praying that you 
declare the establishment of a forest reserve to 
take in, cover and include all the land embraced 
in the following named contiguous localities (be
ing parts of Grant, Malheur and Harney counties) 
to-wit: The entire watershed known as Strawberry 
Mountains; the headwaters of the north and middle 
forks of the Malheur river and their tributaries; 
Silvies river and its tributaries; Silver creek 
and tributaries; and the south fork of the John 
Day river and its tributaries; all of the said 
lands contained therein to constitute and comprise 
one compact and complete reservation. 

"That the localities mentioned and described as 
the watershed known as the Strawberry Mountains; 

65 



the headwaters of the middle fork of the Malheur, 
Silvies river and the south fork of the John Day 
river are all situate in Grant County, Oregon, 
and contain large tracts of valuable mineral and 
agricultural land subject to entry as such under 
the laws of the United States. 

"That owing to the lack of transportation facili
ties there is no danger of the timber in said 
localities being disturbed for years to come. 

"That the creation of such a reserve will serious
ly retard the growth and prosperity of said local
ities and of Grant County in general and will 
be of little or no benefit to any other locality. 

"Wherefore, we, the undersigned citizens and pro
perty owners in Grant County, Oregon, residing 
in and adjacent to said localities most respect
fully remonstrate against the establishment of 
a forest reserve in any of the localities men
tioned in said petition which are situate in Grant 
County, Oregon." 

These petitions have been placed in the several 
localities in the south and west part of Grant 
County, and are being circulated and largely 
signed for the reason that the interior department 
has the matter of recommending the creation of 
the proposed reserve under consideration. This 
matter has been brought about by the large irri
gation companies of Harney County, who have under
taken the matter of reclaiming large tracts of 
desert land in the Harney Valley under the Carey 
Act, and are desirous of having all of the terri
tory mentioned in the petition created into a 
forest reserve, in hopes that by stopping the 
settlement of that part of the country, the water 
supply of the streams leading to Harney and Mal
heur Lakes would be increased thereby. This is 
the sole and only object that any person or cor
poration have in view in asking the President 
to create this reserve, using the preservation 
of the timber only as a guise. There is not a 
person interested in the creation of this proposed 
reserve but what would buy every acre of timber 
included in the tract proposed if there were any 
transportation facilities for handling it at pre
sent . 

Are the people of southern Grant County going 
to remain silent and allow their very gateway 
to be closed with a forest reserve for the purpose 
of satisfying the greed of some corporation? 
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The Blue Mountain Eagle trusts that they will 
not ao so, but will at once get their names on 
a petition protesting against the creation of 
this proposed reserve. ...This matter must not 
be passed by unnoticed or it may result seriously 
detrimental to every resident of southern Grant 
County. 

H.D. Langille, Forest Inspector, after eliminations and additions 
to the proposed Blue Mountain's Forest Reserve, recommended the fol
lowing (Hodgson 1913:11): 

"...Finally, my earnest recommendation is that 
the permanent boundaries of the reserve be estab
lished as I have recommended them. The timber 
and water supply of the Blue Mountains is inval
uable, not only to the industrial interests of 
the immediate contiguous sections, but to the 
entire surrounding country. The entire North
eastern Oregon region is vitally interested and 
dependent in a greater or less measure upon the 
natural resources of the lands in questions, and 
only by the forest reserve system can these 
resources be conserved. 

"If there is one section in the State of Oregon 
where a forest reserve should be established, 
it is the Blue Mountain region, and my endorsement 
of the measure is strong and unqualified." 

There were those who felt the withdrawal of this land would give 
preference to interests other than their own. Langille issued the 
following reports (Hodgson 1913:11-17): 

"Public Sentiment" 

"The protests which have been filed against the 
proposed Blue Mountain Forest Reserve were mostly 
based upon misunderstandings of the objects and 
purposes of the Department and misapprehension 
of the results to follow the establishment of 
the reserve. When the points in question were 
explained and the real objects and purposes of 
the reserve set forth, there was immediate subsi
dence of expressed opposition, and marked change 
was apparent in the sentiment of the local pa
pers . 

"It is apparent that a few interested persons 
who have engaged in public land matters such as 
dealing in lieu scrip, securing fees, etc., have 
persistently endeavored to arouse sentiment 
against the reserve by dealing to the less in
formed ranchers and others, fanciful tales of 
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wrongs to be inflicted upon the people by an un
wise and oppressive government. Among the small 
stock owners there is now but little opposition 
to the reserve, the consensus of opinion being 
that ' the range conditions can be made no worse 
than they are,' and that they have confidence 
in their government to do what is best for them. 

"Any action which will exclude the migratory herds 
of sheep from the mountain range will be approved 
by the local cattlemen and miners. I met with 
the 'Honest Forest Reserve Organization' at a 
public meeting at Canyon City, called for the 
purpose of selecting delegates to bear the stock
men's protest to Washington and to raise money 
to defray the expense of a delegation. I addres
sed the meeting setting forth the purposes and 
intentions of the Government, and answered all 
questions. At the conclusion of my remarks the 
meeting adjourned without taking any action and 
many of the strongest opponents of the proposed 
reserve afterward came to me and said that if 
the facts were as I had stated them they would 
welcome the reserve." 

"The Miner's Objections" 

"The withdrawal of the proposed Blue Mountain 
Reserve aroused a strong feeling of antagonism 
among the stockmen of Grant and Harney counties 
and among the miners of Baker and Grant Counties. 
Since the withdrawal was made there had been a 
storm of protest from various sources and one 
might have believed that the reserve had no 
friends in or near its limits, but such is not 
the case. 

"I called upon the leaders of the opposition at 
Baker City, and later upon some of the prominent 
mining men of the district, as well as the mine 
workers and prospectors. From each of these I 
requested a plain statement of their objections, 
but in no case was a logical argument presented. 
The substance of their objection is summed up 
in the statements of an attorney who represents 
different mining concerns: 'We are getting along 
very well as we are and want to be let alone.' 
This simple plain statement illustrates the posi
tion of the large mine operators. In the past 
they have helped themselves from the available 
supply of public timber without objection from 
any source. Timber land has been secured under 
the mineral land laws and stripped of its cover. 
Many claims are held as mineral and possibly some 
assessment work is done on them — just enough 
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to prevent their location by bona fide prospec
tors. ...Many of the large companies, which ope
rate stamp mills and concentrators and require 
large quantities of wood acquire title to mineral 
claims by purchase of the locator's rights, ex
pend some money in performing assessment work 
and remove the timber to another claim or their 
mills even though no mineral in place can be 
shown. 

"The Blue Mountain mining district is rapidly 
developing and promises to become a rich and per
manent mining section. Development work is being 
pushed and locations are seen in every part of 
the mineral belt. These locations extend over 
a wide range but the mineral zones or districts 
are, in some instances quite widely separated. 

"It is desired by the protesting miners that the 
so-called mineral belts be not included within 
the reserve, and they contend that under existing 
regulations these lands cannot properly be in
cluded within the reserve. It is held by the 
miners and their agents that these lands are min
eral in character and more valuable for mining 
purposes than for timber. It is true that at 
the higher elevations the timber has little com
mercial value as saw timber, but the tamarack, 
which is the most valuable component of the for
est , is an excellent timber for mining purposes 
and all will be needed in the development of the 
present and prospective mines. Under the usual 
methods of cutting which are practiced by the 
miners this timber supply will not long continue 
to supply the demand, but under proper restric
tions and protection from fire I believe the sup
ply can be made permanent and therefore out of 
consideration of what must be for the best inter
ests of the mining industry, I recommend the 
retention of these lands within the permanent 
boundaries of the reserve. 

"In some localities I found the sentiment of the 
miners to be quite strongly in favor of the re
serve when the rules and regulations were ex
plained, to them. Several of the prospectors offer 
the statement that the small miner or prospector 
who is developing his claim is, at the present 
time, largely at the mercy of the large operators 
who have large capital and paying properties. 
They secure title to different properties which 
are located ostensibly as mineral claims but are 
held solely for the timber. If the prospector 
has no timber on his own claim or has exhausted 
the supply and is surrounded by 'Company' claims, 
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he is unable to procure the timber necessary in 
the development of his claims and may be seriously 
inconvenienced or obliged to sell to the timber 
holders. 

"The great destruction of timber wrought by these 
large plants is causing alarm even to the com
panies who have consumed the material. As I have 
said, the timber supply at the higher elevation 
is not unlimited and the large consumption of 
wood for fuel and timbers has already made notice
able inroads upon the forests in the vicinity 
of the mills. With an increased number of mills 
and proportionate demand for fuel, the forests 
of the mining sections will soon be a thing of 
the past unless some action is taken to conserve 
the supply by regulating cutting and requiring 
more careful use. 

"At present there are many properties in the hands 
of companies which are nothing more than prospects 
which the owners are struggling to develop, and 
it is alleged that since the free-use privileges 
are denied to companies these people would be 
required to purchase timber for the development 
of their claims which they could ill afford to 
do. 

"And again the argument is advanced that when 
an application is made to purchase timber from 
a certain described tract, some person may at 
once locate the ground as a mineral claim which 
would prevent the consummation of the sale. This 
is a logical argument which might be supported 
by such an occurrence in some instances, but it 
appears to me to be very far-fetched. While the 
mineral belt covers a wide territory the amount 
of land which is actually mineral in character 
is comparatively small. 

"The actual conditions do not warrant the elimi
nation of this immense territory from the reserve. 
This would open it to spoliation by lumbermen and 
in the end result disasterously to the miners. 

"The argument of the mining men is simply that 
they do not wish to be hampered by regulations. 
There is enough timber on the ground for present 
purposes and they have no regard to the future 
for the reason that by the time the available 
supply is exhausted the present operators will 
have abandoned the field of speculation and they 
are willing that their successors should take 
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what they leave. Looking into the future it ap
pears imperative that, for the best interests 
of the districts, these lands should be reserved." 

Mr. Langille wrote regarding the timber: 

"The value and importance of the Blue Mountains 
timber belt cannot be overestimated. It is the 
only timber body between the Cascade and Rocky 
Mountains and the demand will be heavy and con
stantly increasing as the mining and other resour
ces are developed. ...Unfortunately the with
drawal of these lands from entry was too long 
deferred and the sawmill companies and speculators 
have located the best and most accessible timber 
of commercial value wherever extensive bodies 
exist. 

"In some of the more remote sections, however, 
there are extensive tracts of merchantable pine 
which have been exempt from location, but the 
withdrawal was made just in time to prevent whole
sale locations upon these tracts by parties under 
the guidance of professional locators who had 
been at work for weeks and had formulated plans 
to secure every section of timber in that region. 
There was a mad rush to file timber entries at 
the Burns Land Office after it was learned that 
the withdrawal would be made and before official 
notice reached the local land office, but fortu
nately these filings were cancelled. 

"The demand for timber for local domestic purposes 
is not large, but the consumption of mining timber 
and cordwood at the mills aggregate an immense 
amount, and with the growth and development of 
the mining industry the demand will increase pro
portionately. 

"During a number of years past the Grande Ronde 
Lumber Company has been operating along the Grande 
Ronde River and the destruction of the forests 
which has followed this cutting is deplorable 
indeed. A very few years of such work as is being 
done by this Company would denude the entire 
watershed of this stream. 

"The Oregon Lumber Company (which has recently 
absorbed the Grande Ronde Company) has its head
quarters and mills at Baker City, and logs are 
brought to them over the Sumpter Valley Railway 
which was first built to Sumpter but has now been 
extended to Whitney to reach the timber belt of 
that section. All along the line of this road 
the destruction of the timber is almost complete. 
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"During the past twenty (20) years this Company 
has been actively engaged in acquiring title to 
timber lands, not only in this part of the state, 
but elsewhere. It is common knowledge that their 
employees have been supplied with funds with which 
to purchase lands under the Timber and Stone Act, 
and it is a matter of record that these claims 
have been transferred to the Company on the same 
day of the day following receipt of patent. In 
this way large areas of timber land which are 
now included within the temporary withdrawal of 
the reserve are held by this Company. If these 
lands are retained in the reserve the timber will 
be stripped off and the lands relinquished for 
Scrip. 

"There are several small sawmills in operation 
within the proposed reserve and it is apparent 
that flagrant violations of law are committed 
at each of them. There are three (3) mills within 
or adjacent to the reserve in Harney County which 
supply the local demand, and lumber from these 
mills is hauled to points 150 miles distant on 
wagons, there being no other timber supply avail
able. The methods in practice at these mills 
is very wasteful and it is high time that some
thing be done to conserve the timber supply upon 
which such an immense undeveloped region is depen
dent. 

"The amount of timber and fuel consumed at the 
stamp mills and mines is considerable. Such mills 
as those at the North Pole, Bonanza, and other 
mines consume 5000 to 6000 cords of wood per annum 
beside from 500,000 to 1,000,000 feet of mining 
timber. Besides these demands many persons are 
engaged in cutting timber from Government land 
for fuel and hauling it to the towns located away 
from the timber belts." 

With reference to placer mining within the proposed reserve Mr. 
Langille said: 

"The Blue Mountains of Eastern Oregon have pro
duced a very large amount of placer gold and the 
end is not yet. Since the early 50s when the 
famous Canyon City diggings were opened, more 
or less placer work has been done in this 
region each year and pay dirt has been struck in 
many different sections within the proposed 
reserve. 
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"The most extensive workings are in old channel 
diggings along the course of an old 'wash' which, 
it is said, has been traced from the famous Salmon 
River mines of Idaho to the Sacramento Valley 
in California and opened at intervals through 
the State of Oregon. Beside this old channel 
there are numerous deposits of local gold which 
have been worked profitably. 

"It was learned that there are many channels about 
the headwaters of the Grande Ronde, John Day and 
other rivers along which legitimate placer mining 
operations are in progress. On the head of the 
Grande Ronde river in the Camp Carson mining dis
trict there are properties which have been worked 
more or less since 1863 during which time a large 
amount of gold has been washed from the gravel 
deposits of the old channel. There are about 
50 claims owned or held at present in this camp. 
Active work will be commenced again this season. 
I also visited placer workings on Bull Run, a 
tributary of the John Day River, and in the Green
horn district and others, but found no evidence 
to show that the claims are held for purposes 
other than legitimate placer mining. 

"My investigations among the quartz-mining dis
tricts showed conclusively that many tracts of 
land are located as placer ground for the timber 
that is upon them or for purposes other than 
legitimate mining. 

"Doubtless a close investigation would show many 
fraudulent entries under the mineral act. These 
are advantageous to the companies but often work 
a hardship on the small miner and certainly will 
result in the destruction of the forests upon 
these lands." 

The Secretary of Agriculture, James Wilson, in his letter to 
the Forester dated 1 February 1905 laid down the general policy for 
the Forest Service: 

In the administration of the forest reserves it 
must be clearly borne in mind that all land is 
to be devoted to its most productive use for the 
permanent good of the whole people, and not for 
the temporary benefit of individuals or compa
nies . All the resources of forest reserves are 
for use, and this use must be brought about in 
a thoroughly prompt and businesslike manner, under 
such restrictions only as will insure the perma
nence of these resources. The vital importance 
of forest reserves to the great industries of 
the Western States will be largely increased in 

73 



BLUE MOUNTAINS FOREST RESERVE 

OREGON 

FOREST SERVICE. U S DCPT Or A C.R iCULTURC 

1907 



the near future by the continued steady advance 
in settlement and development. The permanence 
of the resources of the reserves is therefore 
indispensable to continued prosperity, and the 
policy of this department for their protection 
and use will invariably be guided by this fact, 
always bearing in mind that the conservative use 
of these resources in no way conflicts with their 
permanent value. 

You will see to it that the water, wood, and for
age of the reserves are conserved and wisely used 
for the benefit of the home builder, first of 
all, upon whom depends the best permanent use 
of lands and resources alike. The continued pros
perity of the agricultural, lumbering, mining, 
and livestock interests is dependent upon a per
manent and accessible supply of water, wood, and 
forage, as well as upon the present and future 
use of these resources under businesslike regula
tions enforced with promptness, effectiveness, 
and common sense. In the management of each 
reserve local questions will be decided upon local 
grounds; the dominant industry will be considered 
first, but with as little restriction to minor 
industries as may be possible; sudden changes 
in industrial conditions will be avoided by 
gradual adjustment after due notice, and where 
conflicting interests must be reconciled the 
question will always be decided from the stand
point of the greatest good of the greatest number 
in the long run (USFS Manual 1928). 

Idlewild Campground - 1940 

75 



MALHEUR NATIONAL FOREST 

In 1906 President Theodore Roosevelt established the Blue Moun
tain Forest Reserve. It was divided into a Western and Eastern 
Division in 1907. The following for the fiscal year was: 

Receipts: Timber Sales $ 214.10 
Timber Trespass 32.00 
Grazing 32,804.20 
Special Uses 52.00 

Disbursements: For Salaries $ 4,624.83 
General Expenses 214.43 
Fire 34.00 

It was felt that a further division of the Forest would improve 
manageability, so on 13 June 1908 the Malheur National Forest was 
created. The name "Malheur" is French for "Misfortune." Peter Ogden, 
in company with a party of Hudson's Bay trappers, was camped on the 
banks of what is now the Malheur River. The party had hidden some 
goods and furs there which were discovered and taken by the Indians. 
Ogden, thinking of the loss, called the river "Riviere au Malheur" 
(River of Misfortune) in his diary. The name stuck. Malheur National 
Forest and Malheur County are named for the river (USFS Files). 

Stone Fireplace at Wickiup Campground - 1938 
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M A L l i E l K NATIONAL FOREST 

OREGON 

BVJ tbc iprcsiocnt of tbc llnitcb States of Hmerica 

B proclamation 

\ T 7 H E R E A S an Executive Order dated June thirteenth, nineteen liun-
VV dreil and eight, directed that a certain portion of the Blue Moun

tains National Forest should constitute the Malheur National Forest : and 
W H E R E A S it appears that the public good will be promoted by exclud-. 

ing from the Malheur National Forest certain lands within the State of 
Oregon ; 

Now, therefore, I, W I L L I A M H. T A F T , President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the power in me vested by the -Act of Congress 
approved June fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, entitled "An 
Act Making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Govern mem 
for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, 
and for other purposes," do proclaim that the boundaries of the Mal
heur National Forest are hereby changed and that they rue now as shown 
on the diagram forming a pari hereof. 

This proclamation shall not prevent the settlement and entry of any 
lands heretofore opened to settlement and entry under the Act of Con
gress approved June eleventh, nineteen hundred and six, entitled "An Act 
To provide for the "entry of Agricultural lands within forest reserves." 

The lands hereby excluded from the Malheur National Fores; which 
are not embraced in withdrawals for administrative sites for use in the 
management of the Forest, or in any other reservation or appropriation, 
shall he restored to the public domain and become suhject to settlement 
under the general provisions of the homestead laws on such date and after 
such notice by publication as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, 
but shall not become suhject to entrv, filing, selection, or other form of 
appropriation until the expiration of thirty days from the date so fixed, 
and no person will he permitted to gain or exercise any right whatever 
under any settlement or occupation begun prior to -audi dale, and, all such 
settlement and occupation are hereby forbidden. 

It is not intended hv this proclamation 10 release any land from reser
vation except the areas indicated on i he diagram as eliminated, nor t-> 
re-serve anv laud ma heretofore embraced in a National Forest, 

l i t SuTUucSS DuXUctCof, 1 have hereunto set my hand nni caused 
the seal of ihe- United States to be affixed. 

Doxttai the Citv of Washington iliisiweniy-lii t day of Mav. 
m the - ear of our Ford one- thousand nun- hundred am: 
ten >n,j of tin.- Independence of the- Unite.i States the 
one hundred ami thitty-fi it;: h. 

W--t H T A F T 
Bv *ne President 

I* C KN.tX 

Setrftary of State. 

[ N o . I O : S . j 
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Lake Creek Ranger Station - 1924 

Road Maintenance Mess Wagon at Myrtle Park - 1927 
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RANGE WARS l 

Although gold mining was the major factor in the settlement of 
the area, grazing and agricultural pursuits began to increase as the 
potential of the area was fully recognized. The period from 1879 
to 1883 was free from Indian depredations and prosperity increased. 
Until 1882 horse breeding and cattle raising received the most atten
tion. Due to a change in range conditions, sheep were brought in 
and the number of stock on the ranges increased enormously. The 
demand for beef was high and prospects for the cattlemen were bright. 
There were few farms in the John Day Valley, due chiefly to the fact 
that a few fortunate men had monopolized the land for their stock, 
to the exclusion of the small farmer. Many of these ranges contained 
the best water supplies and rich meadow lands. For some years no 
effort was made to cut hay in these valleys. The winter feed was 
unnecessary, because stock wintered well on the open range. As time 
went on, more cattle, sheep and horses were added than the range could 
support without winter feeding. Grover Blake (n.d.:21) observed: 

This called for a general change in stock manage
ment and the size of a stockman's herd was 
governed by the amount of hay and other winter 
feed he could produce. The ranches were located 
in the lower valleys where the stock was 
wintered. Surrounding these ranches were the 
rolling bunch grass areas which were ideal for 
spring and fall grazing. As the summer season 
approached, the herds were moved back to the 
higher ranges and the timbered mountains. Each 
year these herds were moved farther and farther 
back to fresher pastures until the entire mountain 
area was being heavily grazed from mid-spring 
until well into the fall. 

The shade, cool mountain streams, lupines, pea 
vines and numerous other weeds and grasses, pro
vided everything in the way of forage that a 
stockman could wish for, until the time came when 
there was not enough to go around. Crowding and 
encroaching upon each other's usual feeding 
grounds began to stir up friction. Of course, 
the land was public domain and one person had 
as much right as another, so there was no way 
that any one individual could establish a legal 
right to use any part of it and exclude others. 
The bitter feeling on the part of cattlemen toward 
sheepmen multiplied until the wholesale slaughter 
of sheep began. 

Much of the material on range history was taken directly from Malheur 
National Forest historical files at the Supervisor's Office. 
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Cattlemen began to band together, warning sheepherders to stay 
out of cattle range. In the Izee country, they called themselves 
the Izee Sheep Shooters. The Snow Mountain summer range, on the 
southwest edge of the Forest, was an area the cattlemen felt should 
not be open to sheep grazing. The sheep shooters tied up the 
herders, blindfolded them and slaughtered the sheep. The Izee group 
set the pattern for a later group called the Crook County Sheep 
Shooting Association located in the Paulina country of eastern Crook 
County. At their organizational meeting in July of 1896 on Beaver 
Creek, near Paulina, all but three of the men approved the following 
compact (Brogan 1965:116): 

If in the accomplishment of a mission — the 
killing of sheep — it becomes necessary for the 
group to shoot a herder or camp tender, the victim 
is to be buried where he falls. Should any member 
of the sheep-killing group fall in a range battle, 
he is to be brought home for burial and nothing 
is to be said about the manner in which he met 
death. In the event any member of the association 
is brought to trial for sheep killing, other 
members must be willing to go on the witness stand 
and swear to lies to obtain an acquittal. 

Not only were the sheepmen having their difficulties with the 
cattlemen and various miners in the area, but they were also fighting 
amongst themselves as grazing land became more and more scarce. The 
CJondon Weekly Times submitted the following article to the 13 June 
1902 issue of the Blue Mountain Eagle: 

Gilliam County: A few of our sheepmen have 
received a notice from Grant County, where they 
have formerly run their sheep during the summer, 
warning them against encroaching on a certain 
reserve. The notice reads: "All sheepmen who 
are not residents of Grant County are notified 
that they are positively forbidden to graze their 
sheep on the range west of Dixie Butte between 
the Middle Fork and the main John Day rivers. 
This range is reserved for the use of cattle and 
sheep owned by residents of Grant County." The 
above, which is headed "Notice to Sheepmen," is 
signed: "Taxpayers of Grant County." 

The sheepherders wasted no time protesting the notice and adopted 
resolutions at a special meeting of the Stockmen's Union held at 
Shaniko, 13 June 1902. 

Whereas, every American citizen has the right 
to range stock upon the government lands freely 
and unrestrictedly, and 
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Whereas, certain parties have arrogated unto them
selves the power to say where certain citizens 
shall and shall not range their stock, contrary 
to law, right and justice, and 

Whereas, it is impossible for the sheep owned 
north of the western extension of the Blue Moun
tains to find summer range on the north slope 
of said mountains; therefore, we 

Resolve, while recognizing the rights of others 
to insist that we shall not be deprived of our 
just rights or our proper share of the free 
government range, 

That we will resist any encroachment on these 
rights, 

That we will prosecute to the full extent of the 
law any attempt by violence or intimidation to 
abridge those rights, whether by individuals or 
associations (Blue Mountain Eagle 1902). 

The editor of the Blue Mountain Eagle called for some satisfac
tory settlement of the range question. The situation was a serious 
one and sheep were being shot with regularity. Apparently, the pros
perity of the livestock men tended toward overgrazing of the range. 
They did not care to sell until they could get top dollar. Not 
needing the money, they would hold the animals for better offers and 
as the stock accummulated, the range suffered. 

The Blue Mountain Eagle picked up the following article from the 
Portland Evening Journal: 

...From the earliest days of the west's develop
ment , the livestock man has been the pet of the 
government. He has received without giving in 
return. He has been spoiled. He has been cod
dled, pampered, until he has come to regard as 
his right what never was his right, and which 
he had only because he took it. 

He was free to graze off the lands until they 
were as barren as a pile of volcanic ash. He 
might allow his sheep to feed the very roots of 
the grasses. He might at will leave such desola
tion as he made the land worthless to anyone. 
He owed nothing to the government for what he 
took, nor for what he destroyed. 
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Resulting troubles will recur as long as the 
public lands are given freely to him who can take 
them. It comes to a question of the stronger 
ruling the weaker, regardless of justice or 
right. 

Therefore, the law of the range is greater than 
the law of the statute or than the common law. 
It is the rule of might over right (Blue Mountain 
Eagle 1902). 

"Deadlines" were set up over which sheep would not be permitted 
to pass. Huge blazes were marked on trees and if a herder crossed 
these lines, it could result in his death and the slaughter of all 
his sheep. Thousands of sheep were shot and the entire state became 
enraged when on 16 July 1905 the following letter was received by 
the Portland Oregonian (Hodgson 1913:6): 

Mr. Editor: 

Seeing that you are giving quite a bit of pub
licity to the Sheep Shooters of Crook County, I 
thought I would lend you some assistance by giving 
you a short synopsis of the proceedings of the 
organization during the past year. Therefore, 
if space will permit, please publish the following 
report: 

"Sheep Shooters" Headquarters, Crook County, 
Oregon, December 29, 1904 - Editor Oregonian: 
I am authorized by the association (The Inland 
Sheep Shooters) to notify the Oregonian to desist 
from publishing matter derogatory to the reputa
tion of sheep-shooters in Eastern Oregon. We 
claim to have the banner County of Oregon on the 
progressive lines of sheep-shooting, and it is 
my pleasure to inform you that we have a little 
government of our own in Crook County, and we 
would thank the Oregonian and the Governor to 
attend strictly to their business and not meddle 
with the settlement of the range question in our 
province. 

We are the direct and effective means of control
ling the range in our jurisdiction. If we want 
more range we simply fence it in and live up to 
the maxim of the golden rule that possession rep
resents nine points of the law. If fencing is 
too expensive for the protection of the range, 
dead lines are most effective substitutes and 
readily manufactured. When sheepmen fail to 
observe these peaceable obstructions we delegate 
a committee to notify offenders, sometimes by 
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putting notices on tent or cabin and sometimes 
by publication in one of the leading newspapers 
of the county as follows: 

'You are hereby notified to move this camp within 
twenty-four hours or take the consequences. 
Signed: Committee.' 

These mild and peaceful means are usually effec
tive, but in cases where they are not, our execu
tive committee takes the matter in hand, and being 
men of high ideals as well as good shots by moon
light, they promptly enforce the edicts of the 
association. Our annual report shows that we 
have slaughtered between 8,000 and 10,000 head 
during the last shooting season and we expect 
to increase this respectable showing during the 
next season providing the sheep hold out and the 
Governor and Oregonian observe the customary laws 
of neutrality. In some instances the woolgrowers 
of Eastern Oregon have been so unwise as to offer 
rewards for the arrest and conviction of sheep-
shooters and for assaults of herders. We have 
heretofore warned them by publication of the 
danger of such action, as it might have to result 
in our organization having to proceed on the lines 
that 'Dead men tell no tales.' This is not to 
be considered as a threat to commit murder, as 
we do not justify such a thing except where flock-
owners resort to unjustifiable means in protecting 
their property. (Signed) Corresponding Secretary, 
Crook County's Sheep-Shooting Association of 
Eastern Oregon. 

The Oregon Wool Grower's Association, at a meeting in Antelope 
on 21 June 1904, offered a reward for the arrest and conviction of 
sheep shooters. More sheep were slaughtered however, and indications 
were that even more loss of lives and property was imminent. To this 
day, the leaders and members of the Crook County Sheep Shooters remain 
unknown. 

Roy Moore was about sixteen when he observed the results of these 
bitter exchanges (personal interview): 

I was all through that range war. I rode with 
my father through the night when his sheep was 
shot. Took him to the head of Fields Creek and 
his sheep was shot up at White Creek. I took 
him through and we got there at just daylight. 
300 head. The Chinaman... They shot right at 
the pen and he heard them and he got up and left 
and you could see the bullet holes all along the 
log where they shot. My father had all Chinese 
help. That was, I guess, about 1905 or '06. 
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They was supposed to be a bunch of cattlemen who 
shot the sheep, but they wasn't. They was just 
a bunch of hoodlums. We found out afterwards. 
One of them that was shootin' somebody else's 
sheep, he was shot by the herder and the bullet 
creased him right across the back and that stopped 
that. And one of them was shootin' around a tree 
and the herder was an expert shot. He was 
shootin' so close to the tree he shot his finger 
off the trigger. 

When the sheep were shot it meant a loss of about 
$3,000. That was a lot of money in those days. 
My father moved his sheep out after that. He 
didn't have to be over there anyway, but it was 
all open range then. There was no Forest Service 
or nothing. Then the Forest Service came in and 
they had to make arrangements to have their sheep 
there. It didn't cost much. I think it cost 
a cent and a half for a sheep and five cents for 
a cow. 

Two things stopped the bloodshed; first the creation of the U.S. 
Forest Service, with resultant allocation of range, and second, the 
creation of the Bureau of Land Management to handle the public do
main. 

The Western Division of the Blue Mountain Reserve, of which the 
Malheur is now a part, was first under the jurisdiction of Mr. A. S. 
Ireland, Forest Supervisor, with headquarters at Prineville. Range 
allotments, grazing disputes and the hiring of a field force was his 
responsibility. In a letter to Ireland, the Forester in Washington, 
D. C. set forth the grazing restrictions as follows: 

"The summer grazing season for cattle and horses 
will be from June 1 to October 31, the charge 
for which will be 20 cents per head. Class "A" 
stock may be allowed to remain in the reserve 
during the entire year, and will be charged for 
at the rate of 35 cents per head. Year-long 
permits will begin on June 1, 1906 and end May 31, 
1907. The half rate limit is 70 head and applies 
to cattle only, not to horses. This means that 
on all permits for more than this number half 
rate will be charged on the first 70 and full 
rate on the balance. 

The grazing season for sheep will be from June 
15 to October 15, the charge for which will be 
5 cents per head, each two lambs under six months 
old to be counted and charged for as equal to 
one grown sheep. Bands of ewes may be allowed 
to enter the reserve for the purpose of lambing 
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at such time previous to June 15 as you may desig
nate, upon payment of an extra fee of 2 cents 
per head on the ewes. 

For the purpose of distributing stock upon the 
reserve, you should divide the grazing area into 
the several general districts, giving each a sepa
rate number; and in the issuance of permits desig
nate the district to which the stock is assigned 
(Hodgson 1913:19). 

Some 340,000 sheep and 30,000 cattle were expected to graze on 
the Blue Mountain (West) Reserve during the 1906 grazing season. 

Ireland faced stockmen who were antagonistic toward the govern
ment. They felt they were being deprived of their rights and were 
annoyed at being charged for grazing which heretofore had been 
theirs. The stockmen were invited by Mr. Ireland to a meeting held 
in Canyon City on 15 November 1906 for the purpose of making grazing 
allotments for 1907. Complaints about the administration of the 
Reserve led to further meetings and lines were established between the 
cattle and sheep ranges. While local stock owners supported Ireland, 
there was opposition from others. This was due largely to the Super
visor's inexperience and his unfamiliarity with the area in question. 
Committees, made up of the users from each district, worked out the 
distribution of the grazing privileges on their respective districts. 
These recomendations were followed by the Supervisor in establishing 
cattle and sheep allotments and in issuing grazing permits. 

Sheep Shading at Noon in Lodgepole Thicket - Malheur National Forest, 
Scott Creek 
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GRAZING 

Five grazing districts were formed late in 1906 out of the area 
lying south of the main John Day River and east of the South Fork. 

Ireland was assigned to the Prineville office and C. J. Bingham 
to the John Day office in 1907 when the Malheur Forest was designated. 

The following letter, dated 19 October 1908, from the Assistant 
Forester in Washington D. C., contains comments and directives made as 
a result of inspection of the area, to facilitate Bingham's adminis
tration of the Forest: 

Dear Sir: The report of Inspector C. H. Adams 
upon the grazing conditions existing within the 
Malheur National Forest has been received by this 
office, which is especially glad to be informed 
that your administration of this branch of the 
work has been satisfactory to the Forest users, 
that the range divisions have been equitable, 
and that both classes of stock owners use the 
range in harmony. It is realized that you have 
a difficult situation to meet and your success 
in handling it is greatly appreciated by this 
office. 

The five grazing districts into which the Forest 
is now divided are found to be satisfactory and 
since they meet all requirements, no change in 
their lines will be necessary. It is reported 
that some minor changes have been made by you 
in the divisions of districts and these have been 
approved by Mr. Adams who has made an inspection 
of them in the field. 

The eight applications for sheep grazing privi
leges which were denied by you this season have 
been examined and your action has been approved 
in each case except that of C. G. Smith. In 
this case it appears that your action is really 
based upon the fact that Mr. Smith was presumed 
to be applying for the benefit of some other party 
which would, of course, justify the disapproval 
of his application, but the reason given should 
have been the correct one and not that the Forest 
was too crowded, for it is evident that otherwise 
Mr. Smith would be entitled to consideration as 
at least a class "B" owner. 

In the case of Mr. Fletcher, it appears that you 
were in error in refusing to grant him grazing 
privileges, since he more properly belongs to 
the Malheur Forest than to the Deschutes and the 
approval of his application by you would have 
relieved the overcrowded condition existing in 
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that latter Forest. You are requested to consider 
Mr. Fletcher's application next year for such 
number of sheep as the circumstances warrant, 
Supervisor Ireland having been instructed to dis
approve Mr. Fletcher's application to graze in 
the Deschutes Forest, in case he makes one next 
year. 

The disparity between the area allowed per head 
of cattle and per head of sheep should be remedied 
as far as possible. While it is perfectly proper 
to allow the cattlemen all the range they actually 
need, it is not considered advisable to make an 
allowance in excess of what they can use, and 
those parts of the cow range which are not actual
ly needed should be added to sheep ranges where 
possible. It is reported that the cow range 
immediately west of the North Fork of the Malheur 
has hardly been touched and that to the east of 
the North Fork is in almost as good condition, 
while the Bear Valley range has only been grazed 
in spots. It appears, therefore, that these 
ranges are larger than they really need to be. 

It is reported that the extreme southwestern part 
of the Forest now considered "Neutral," is very 
dry, but that it is good sheep range, and that 
if the local officers can find watering places 
in the area which may be developed, the shifting 
to this point of some of the sheep from the north
western part of the Forest would relieve the over
stocked condition existing at that point. You 
are requested to have an examination made to 
determine the possibilities of water development 
on this area and if it is found feasible to do 
such work, please submit explicit estimates and 
reports for the consideration of the Office of 
Engineering, after which further instructions 
will be given you. 

All sheep ranges examined were found to be in 
good condition, except that of E. Stewart in the 
extreme northwestern part of the Forest. It is 
reported that this allotment could not be in worse 
condition and the sheep have practically worn 
out the- soil on that portion of the area which 
is available to them. Acting on Mr. Adams' recom
mendation, it has been decided that not more than 
one band of sheep will be allowed upon this allot
ment in the summer season for the next two years. 
...It is regretted that Mr. Adams considers the 
local Forest officers somewhat to blame for the 
overgrazed condition of the allotment, he having 
been informed that they had not visited it since 
the sheep went onto the range in the spring. 
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It is realized, of course, that the force on your 
Forest is somewhat inadequate for the demands 
which are being made upon them, but it does seem 
possible to have a ranger visit a sheep allotment 
oftener than once every two or three months, and 
you are requested to make an effort to have this 
done. ...In discussing the question of boun
daries, Mr. Adams makes a criticism of the present 
practice of blazing irregular and meandering lines 
through the woods to mark the boundaries of the 
cattle districts, sheep driveways, etc., evidently 
with some justice. Blazed lines along section 
lines to re-enforce the original blazes are, of 
course, more or less an improvement, but irregular 
and meandering lines are confusing and often des
troy the value of the original survey. You are, 
therefore, requested to mark all areas with the 
notices furnished by this office for that purpose 
and if it is necessary to re-enforce these with 
marks of some kind, it is suggested that you use 
notches rather than blazes. 

While it is understood that the division of the 
range between sheep and cattle is not as important 
a question in the Malheur Forest as it is in 
others adjacent, it is evident that the two 
classes of stock owners should be required to 
respect the limits of their ranges, which cannot 
be done entirely until all boundaries or division 
lines are properly marked with notices. After 
this has been done, the cow men should be made 
to understand that they will be required to make 
a reasonable effort to keep their stock from drif
ting onto the sheep ranges. A reasonable effort 
is usually considered to mean that all cattle 
will be gathered from sheep ranges on each round
up and salted on their own range, but if this 
is not entirely satisfactory or sufficient to 
protect the sheepman, such additional restrictions 
should be made as appear to be necessary. 

The inspection has developed the fact that while 
the herders have been, theoretically, handling 
their sheep in a satisfactory manner, in reality 
they have been bedding too long at certain camps 
and have been trailing back to camp each evening. 
Mr. Adams visited several camps at which it was 
admitted that the practice of trailing back each 
evening was in effect throughout the Forest. 
It is conceded that from this method of handling 
sheep, the loss of forage is much greater than 
that which would result if the sheep were bedded 
at the end of the day's grazing. You are reques
ted to encourage the sheepmen to camp with their 
sheep wherever night overtakes them, as much as 
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possible, so as to eliminate the unnecessary 
trailing through the range. ...It is reported 
that a great many cattle graze on and off the 
Forest, but the records of this office do not 
indicate that any permits have been issued under 
this regulation. In cases of this kind, a 
straight permit for the average number of stock 
which the owner estimates will graze on the Forest 
should not be given, but the owner should be 
required to state the full number of stock which 
is to be grazed and the percentage of his range 
within the Forest, after which you may make an 
estimate of the number for which permit, should 
be secured. 

The lists of grazing permittees which were fur
nished the rangers this season were found to be 
entirely unsatisfactory, and as none of them show 
the marks or brands of the stock, they were prac
tically worthless. Form 874-12 provides a method 
for furnishing the rangers with information regar
ding permits and it is suggested that you have 
your clerk prepare a set of these for each ranger 
before the beginning of the grazing season and 
be sure that the rangers receive them and that 
they are up to date. 

Rangers cannot handle the grazing work intel
ligently unless they have definite information 
regarding the stock which is to be grazed on their 
district. 

Blueprint maps of allotments in cases where the 
limits of the boundaries were not properly marked 
by the rangers before the beginning of the grazing 
season, have been of great assistance to permit
tees on several of the Forests, and it is sugges
ted that you adopt a similar system for the 
Malheur. If each permittee is furnished with 
a small map upon which his allotment is outlined, 
there will be less reason for trespass and a more 
intelligent use of the range. 

The complaint against the Indians camping in the 
Forest with large numbers of horses has been 
investigated, and it is not believed that any 
action is necessary, as the Indians were under 
permit to leave the agency and had hunting licen
ses and their ponies were free from disease, while 
their camps showed but little, if any, trace of 
abuse or overgrazing. Under the circumstances, no 
action need be taken to restrain them in the use 
of the Forest, nor will it be necessary to impose 
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a limit upon the number of horses which they will 
be allowed to graze free on their camping trips 
through the Forest in the summertime. 

The investigation develops the fact that the num
ber of wild horses in the Forest is probably not 
to exceed fifty head and there is consequently 
no necessity for building corrals and wings, or 
make any serious effort to capture or remove these 
horses. 

The fall and winter grazing area is reported in 
splendid condition and the only change suggested 
is that all of Sections 22 and the N 1/2 of Sec
tions 23 and 24, T14S, R27E, should be added to 
it. 

Very truly yours, Assistant Forester (USFS Files) 

The number of stock on Forest ranges increased materially from 
1906 to 1921. There were three principal reasons for this increase: 
(1) homesteading, which eliminated much of previously free range; 
(2) the World War, which created high prices and consequently a 
greater demand for range; (3) the misjudging of carrying capacities 
and overstocking due to wartime emergencies. 

Logan Valley Cattle along Lake Creek - 1938 

The Blue Mountain Eagle on 4 May 1917 mentioned needs of the 
government during the World War I: 

The National Forests of the West must bear in 
hand the government's campaign for increasing 
and conserving the nation's food supply by utiliz
ing every acre of range for grazing purposes. 
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Supervisor Bingham of the Malheur Forest has 
received instructions to fill the ranges of his 
Forest to their utmost. With this end in view, 
he is extending to Class "B" stockmen (owners 
of improved ranch property) additional grazing 
privileges under temporary permits. As a result 
of this action, the Malheur will carry this year 
nearly 7,000 head of cattle more than in former 
years. 

The policy of the Forest Service is to readjust 
its range allotments for 1917 with a view to graz
ing every single domestic animal the range will 
carry, even at the risk of some slight overgraz
ing. Such a policy would, of course, not be 
entered into under ordinary circumstances, but the 
present conditions which the United States is 
facing are not ordinary and justify taking some 
extreme measures in order that the national for
ests may contribute their full quota to the 
national food supply. 

Horses Gathered from National Forest Ranges for Service 
in European War - June, 1916 

In 1906 the average stocking on the National Forest was one cow 
unit for each twenty-five acres. By 1921 this acreage per cow unit 
was reduced to twenty acres. This is based on the gross acreage of 
the Forest and does not take into consideration the some 72,000 acres 
which was patented during this period, a majority of which was fenced 
and excluded from use, also which was chiefly the open hill lands, 
creek bottoms and glades, which produced more forage per acre than 
it is possible to expect from timber types. When twenty acres of 
average forest range land is considered to be required to carry a 
cow unit for the average five-months' season or four acres per month, 
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it is no wonder that the ranges were depleted. Most operators with 
the best of open grassland pastures figured that not less than five 
acres were needed to carry a cow one month. 

During the period up to 1921, when the ranges had been over
stocked, the usable areas had been reduced by six percent, with a 
loss in carrying capacity placed at not less than fifteen percent. 
This is considering acres only and does not take into consideration 
the stock that trespassed on the Forest due to lack of boundary 
fences, padding of numbers, etc., which, during that period, was 
probably quite serious in some localities, so instead of a thirty 
percent increase up to 1921, had it been possible to reduce the 
numbers in accordance with the land that was lost through patenting 
and had there been approximately 40,000 stock instead of 63,000, it 
is probable that the forage would not have been depleted to the point 
to have necessitated the reductions which were applied since that 
period. 

The year of 1921 was when the stocking on the Malheur National 
Forest reached the maximum and from then to about 1940 there was a 
more or less gradual decline. Numerous factors contributed to this 
reduction in numbers. The most rapid and greatest reductions occurred 
during the first three years — a reduction of approximately twenty-
five percent. This was due chiefly to the general economic crisis 
following the close of the World War. The next fifteen years or to 
1939, inclusive, showed only a total reduction of twenty-nine percent, 
which was fairly gradual during the entire period. 

There were some changes in grazing policy put into effect during 
this period. Permittees had been under obligation for several years 
to give free cooperation in fire prevention and suppression, but the 
Forest Service had not required fulfillment of this obligation in all 
cases. In 1920 the policy of requiring cooperation from grazing per
mittees in prevention and suppression up to certain established limits 
of free cooperation was put into effect. 

In his Range Appraisal Report of 20 June 1923 Supervisor Dutton 
listed the number of stock grazing on the Forest from 1918 to 1922: 

Cattle & Horses Sheep & Goats 

1918 31,179 98,396 
1919 31,735 95,881 
1920 33,337 84,127 
1921 35,168 90,245 
1922 32,699 81,900 

This past grazing use showed the trend from sheep to cattle. 
The class suitability of forage types and topography indicated poten
tial cattle use of a still greater trend. 

Principal shipping points for Malheur Forest for both classes 
of stock were Crane, Pilot Rock, Prineville and Prairie City. The 
extension of the railroad from Crane to Seneca in connection with 
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the Bear Valley Timber Sale was expected to revolutionize stock ship
ping practices in this region. In two years all stock on the Forest 
was expected to be within a maximum of three days drive from a rail
road. 

Dutton's method of grading ranges was as follows: 

Forage: graded on the basis of carrying capacity 
per head per month for each class of stock using 
0-1 acres per head per month for sheep as 100 
percent and decreasing the grade by ten for each 
additional acre required per head per month. 
Cattle ranges were graded in the same manner, 
except that 0-3 acres was taken as 100 percent 
with a reduction of ten for each additional two 
acres required. 

Water: was considered from the standpoint of 
abundance, distribution and accessibility, and 
was graded downward from 100 percent as the 
reports indicated that conditions were ideal, 
good, fair, poor, or bad to unusable, with the 
last-named condition having a grade of 60 percent 
to zero. 

Topography: graded after considering relative 
slope, number of difficult canyons, amount of 
surface rock and waste areas which interfere with 
the handling of stock. A unit with ideal topog
raphy was given 100 percent. With the conditions 
bad to unusable, the grade might be 60 percent 
to zero. 

Accessibility: graded on distance in days from 
ranch to range, ranch or range to shipping point, 
and shipping point to market. One day's travel 
or less was considered as 100 percent, two days 
— 95 percent, etc. These three items were graded 
separately and the final accessibility grade 
determined by averaging the three. In grading 
accessibility, the nearest logical dependent terri
tory only was considered. No allowances were 
made for these drives from without the logical 
dependent territory. 

Other Factors: Losses, patented lands, cost 
of handling, Forest Service restrictions, tenure 
of permit, etc., were not graded for each indivi
dual unit, but were considered from a standpoint 
of the degree to which they influenced a zone 
or group of individual units, with the percentage 
allowances, where necessary, being applied in 
the final fee determination. 
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The forage on this Forest had a remarkable vitality due probably 
to a clay subsoil and its influence on moisture content. Under the 
stands of yellow pine there were often abundant stands of fescues, 
which was somewhat of a departure from the usual Blue Mountain condi
tions . The total acreage of meadows was a considerable amount and 
was a very important factor in the carrying capacity of the Malheur 
ranges. 

The following named species by types, were considered to be 
fairly representative on this Forest: 

Open Grassland 

Western Wheat grass (Agropyron), three species 
of Bunch grass (Fescue), June grass (Koeleria), 
Squirrel tail grass (Sitanion), Brome grass (Bro-
mus), Rye grass (Elymus), and various sedges. 
Among the weeds of this type were found Balsam 
Root (Balsamorhiza), Wyethia, Larkspur (Delphin
ium), Yarrow (Achillea), Lupine, Daisy (Erigeron), 
Senecio, Geranium and many others in lesser 
amounts. 

Meadows 

Hair grass (Aira), and several sedges predominated 
among the grasses. Predominating weeds were: 
False Hellebore (Veratrum), Knot weed (Bistorta), 
Butter weed (Senecio), Onion (Allium), Elephantil-
la, Aster, Potentilla and Buttercup (Ranunculus). 
This type also usually supports a limited amount 
of Willows and Alders. 

Sage Land 

In this type, Blue grass (Poa) and Wheat grass 
(Agropyron) predominated, while Asters, Wooly 
Weed, Balsam Root and Lupines were the chief 
weeds. In addition to sage brush which was the 
type characteristic, Service Berry (Amelanchier), 
Currant (Ribes), Chokecherry (Prunus) , Bitter 
brush (Kunzia) and Yellow brush (Chrysothamnus), 
were common. 

Woodland 

Characteristic Juniper-Mahogany ridges, uniformly 
poorly stocked with unpalatable forage low in 
density. 
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Browse 

On this Forest, Bitter brush was generally the 
type characteristic, with larger compact areas 
of this species here than any other region in 
the Blue Mountains. Other forage species in this 
type were similar to those named in the Sage land 
type. 

Conifer Land 

This was by far the most important forage type 
on the Forest. Both in point of acreage and 
carrying capacity, it led on all zones. For the 
Forest as a whole, on both cow ranges and sheep 
range it comprised 90 percent of the net usable 
area. Pine grass (Calamagrostis) , and Elk sedge 
(Carex) predominated among the grasses with minor 
amounts of Wheat grass and Blue grass. It carried 
a large assortment of weeds with Lupine predomi
nating. Other weeds common to this type and which 
varied in amounts with altitude, slope and timber 
cover, were Yarrow, Arnica, Penstemon, Peavine, 
Antennaria, Aster, Woolly Weed (Hieracium), Vetch 
(Vicia) , Clover (Trifolium), Dandelion (Leonta-
don) and many others. Among the browse species, 
Snow brush (Ceanothus) probably predominated, 
but was of no value for forage. Other common 
shrubs in this type which were browsed by both 
classes of stock were: Snowberry (Symphoricar-
pos), Spiraea, Large Huckleberry (Vaccinium), 
Alder (Alnus), Currant (Ribes) and Willow (USFS 
Files). 

At the beginning of the 1922 grazing season, a large increase 
in grazing fees was made. In 1924 the divided plan of payment of 
grazing fees in all except temporary permits was put into effect. 
Any fee amounting to more than $10 could be paid in two installments; 
the first half to be paid before the stock went on the range and the 
second half before November 1 of the same year. 

The 1924 season was a hard one for the stockmen; range fee, hay, 
and water were very scarce and on all but two or three allotments, 
the stock had to be removed early in the grazing season. Some refunds 
of the second half fees were made because of this condition. 

Clinton Haight was the editor of the Blue Mountain Eagle in 1924, 
when stockmen were unhappy with increasing grazing fees. The follow
ing editorial appeared on 8 February 1924: 

...Then came grazing; a mere incident, secondary 
and inconsequential. It was to be administered 
at cost, and with this assurance, stockmen were 
eased along. Regulations were few and they were 
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in charge of practical men, who knew range, moun
tains , forests and streams because they had spent 
their lives in them. Changes came imperceptibly. 
Slowly, practical men of affairs were supplanted 
by technical men. Many were young men, who held 
a diploma from a school of forestry, and yet had 
never seen a forest. ...and with them came, year 
by year, rules and regulations. ...Mind you, 
Indians and nature grew these forests, and not 
technical graduates from a school of forestry. 
By excessive fees and with regulations the stock
men will be driven off. Someday expensive roads 
will be built to Strawberry Lake and Magone Lake. 
Resorts will be there and it will be no place 
of livestock. ...Graduates from schools of for
estry, who have P.G'd. in butterflies and alpine 
aesthetics and who know nothing of the govern
ment's first promises to the stockmen will be 
in full administrative charge and grazing will 
be a thing of the past. ...The grazing fees now 
charged are about three times what they should 
be to conform with the promises made to stockmen 
when the government took half the area of Grant 
County. For, at that time, grazing was "an inci
dent" and the grazing fees should not exceed the 
cost of administration. 

The 25 June 1926 Blue Mountain Eagle delivered these stinging 
remarks on Forest Service practices: 

Grazing fees in the Malheur Forest are based upon 
a breech of promise. The guarantee and promise 
of the Forest Service has had about the commercial 
value of a sack of salt or a bale of musty hay. 
We trust that the future will see the word of 
the Service purged of the perjury that has char
acterized it in the past. The early records of 
the Grant County Stockgrowers Association and 
the 1906 Use Book will show the guarantee that 
grazing fees would be commensurate with adminis
tration. That was lie No. 1. Going back... we 
find that every meeting had the resolutions deman
ding "Grant County Grass for Grant County Stock." 
That is 1907 and lie No. 2. The Service then 
guaranteed to recognize the Grant County stockman, 
when there was any change in the vested rights 
that were listed at the time of the setting aside 
of the Blue Mountain Reserve. ...And yet, in 
August last, County Assessor Mack went out on 
the range and under the Transitory Livestock Law 
assessed about 100,000 head of sheep. The sheep 
were mostly ewes with lambs not counted, making 
with what the assessor did not get approximately 
200,000 head. This was a direct, straight, 
unequivocal breech of faith and promise for which 
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the dictionary gives no other word than "lie." 
Now come these transient owners and in order to 
have headquarters, rent Eastern Oregon Land 
Company lands or lands belonging to the big timber 
holdings and pay therefor a price that the local 
stockman cannot do. And the Service would base 
a fee upon a false situation of their own creation 
and that [is] a breech of promise. Twenty and 
twenty-five years ago there were thousands of 
both sheep and cattle that grazed on the north 
side of the John Day River between Hall bridge 
and Cole bridge. They are gone. They were "lied" 
out of business. Take the upper end of the valley 
and the thousands of cattle that used to graze 
in the Logan Valley. They were lied out of busi
ness. Last year Stanfield had 6,000 head of sheep 
there and they were from the State of Idaho. 
The stockmen of Grant have never been given a 
square deal in the matter of grazing fees. If 
the EAGLE has made a mistatement or voiced erron
eous conclusions it would welcome a correction. 

During this early period of the Forest Service administration, 
it is believed that range depletion, through overstocking, overgraz
ing, premature use, improper management and physical factors, resulted 
in reducing the carrying capacity far below normal. In many places 
it resulted in a material recession of plant life, the more stable, 
highly productive and palatable species being replaced by less desir
able ones. The breaking of the turf on mountain meadows caused ero
sion and lowered the water table, which turned moist mountain meadows 
into dry flats. The destruction of beaver further aided in drying 
up many small meadows. These are only a few of the disastrous results 
which gradually occurred until the range conditon was more critical 
than many realized. 

Henry Ringsmeyer's Sheep Camp - 1931 
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About this time and during the following years, while inadequate 
steps were being taken to rehabilitate the ranges, the wildlife star
ted a gradual increase, until the deer reached the alarming population 
of 48,000 in 1938. This alone was a factor that had a material effect 
on the ranges, for it is impossible to conceive this number of animals 
without considering they are in either direct or indirect competition 
with domestic stock and, further, that they are on the Forest seven 
to eight months to the domestic stock's three to five months. 

The stockmen who were able to pull through this post-war crisis 
realized more than ever before the necessity of having adequate pri
vate pastures as well as hay lands in order to maintain a sustained 
operation. This alone caused the buying up of many small operators 
who had invested at war-time prices and had gone broke. 

The following five years, or until 1929, showed a continuation 
of reductions, yet not nearly as rapid as the preceding three-year 
period. The number actually grazed during the 1929 season was 20,295 
cattle and 65,156 sheep, according to the statistical report. The 
trend in management policy early in this period was to care for 
increased numbers of stock for shorter seasons. This policy had the 
general approval of the sheepmen, but the cattlemen were slower to 
take hold of the idea. This period was the continuation of the econo
mic crisis after the war, and was a case of the survival of the fit
test. During this nine-year period, the permitted stock had been 
reduced by approximately thirty-six percent of the number in 1921. 
This reduction was due chiefly to the economic crisis, which caused 
foreclosures and selling out of many operators who were able to make 
some profit during the period of fair to good prices. 

In 1926 and 1927 an effort was made to clear the range of wild 
horses. An order was secured from the Grant County Court which gave 
the cattle associations permission to round up the unclaimed horses 
and sell them at public auction. More than one hundred head of stray 
horses were disposed of in this way. 

Junior Range Examiners Bernard Lee and F. G. Ronner assisted 
in a range examination conducted during the season of 1928. In the 
fall of 1929 Lee was assigned to the Forest for a further study to 
determine the carrying capacity of the private lands within the boun
daries of the Malheur Forest. 

Range improvements existing on the Forest 31 December 1929 con
sisted of forty-four water developments, 105 miles of drift fence 
and 141 salt troughs and logs. 

Watering troughs such as these pictured, were manufactured by 
boring a row of holes sixteen inches apart to the center of a green 
log. Another row was bored on the top to meet the first at right 
angles at the heart of the log. The holes were cleaned out and two 
slivers of pitch were inserted in each lower hole and ignited. The 
log was positioned in such a way as to take advantage of the night 
winds in fanning the embers. A Forest employee was expected to spend 
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the night camped nearby, checking the progress of the fire period
ically. When the center of the log had burned out successfully, it 
was given finishing touches and was then ready for use as a watering 
trough (Merv Schouten, personal interview). 

Drilling Holes in Preparation for Burning Out Watering Trough 

Watering Trough Being Transported to Site 
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Hawk Spring Water Development - 1931 
120 Feet of Water Space - Note Complete Utilization of the Tree 

During the winter of 1926 a range appraisal report was completed 
by C. E. Rachford of the Washington office, which recommended an 
increase in the grazing fees on the National Forests. Some reductions 
were made in these recommended rates and a schedule of maximum and 
minimum grazing fees was prepared. The increases called for in this 
schedule were applied in installments of twenty-five percent each 
during the years of 1928, 1929, 1930, and 1931, the full increase 
to be applied during the years from 1931 to 1934 inclusive. The aver
age fees charged in 1931 were 14 1/2 cents per month per head for 
cattle for an average season of five and one-half months and 4 1/2 
cents per head per month for sheep for an average season of three 
and one-half months. Because of the lower prices received for live
stock in the depression years, the above fees were reduced fifty per
cent for the 1932 grazing season. 

In 1935 a basis for determining a workable relationship between 
current grazing fees and current livestock prices was arrived at by 
correlating the grazing fees as determined from forage values on 
leased private lands with the average prices received for livestock 
over a representative period of years. 
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In order to lighten the financial burden of the stockman without 
destroying this basic relationship between grazing fees and a conser
vative forage value considered over a period of years, it was proposed 
to adjust the grazing fees each year to the current value of livestock 
by the use of the ratio existing between the average grazing fees 
and the average price received for livestock by producers in the 
eleven Western States during all or a representative part of the 
period 1920 to 1932. This proposal was approved by the Secretary of 
Agriculture on 29 May 1933. While the methods have changed somewhat, 
the basic concept of determining the annual grazing fee has remained 
the same since its approval (personal interview, Ernie Kehrberg). 
The new fees are determined and announced to the Forests each year. 

The year of 1934 was a very dry one. Many springs and water 
holes were dry. The situation was so serious that during the deer 
season, hunters were asked to place their camps at least 600 feet 
away from springs so that range cattle would not be frightened away 
from the water. 

The allowable number of stock permitted on the Malheur National 
Forest was reduced to 22,000 cattle and horses and 65,000 sheep and 
goats for the years 1931 to 1934, inclusive. The Forest policy of 
keeping the number of animals actually grazed each season well under 
the allowable number was continued. In fact, a reduction was made 
each year in the number grazed. During the 1937 season the total 
number of animals grazed on the Forest was 16,936 cattle, 336 horses 
and 54,411 sheep. 

Many range improvements were made possible by the money provided 
for the emergency relief programs beginning in 1933. These improve
ments consisted of drift fences, corrals and water developments. 

It was felt that later opening dates; reduction of numbers; 
deferred use of meadows; cooperation with stockmen, sportsmen and the 
State Game Commission in proper wildlife management; and proper range 
management would all contribute to improving the range in the future. 

There was little or no change in grazing policy from 1937 to 
1939. A general local policy of encouraging the permittees to 
cooperate in range improvements and management was presented to all 
Associations. The object of such policy was to instill in the 
permittees their responsibility and future welfare in the proper 
handling of ranges. 

A total of 104 miles of drift, division and boundary fences were 
constructed, which aided in the control, distribution and management 
of livestock on the range. Additional water developments were also 
completed. A few additional range riders were secured from the 
various stock associations and voluntary reduction in seasons and 
protection cuts on permitted numbers of stock were made. 
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In the spring of 1939 a division fence was constructed on the 
Long Creek C&H range and on the Flagtail C&H range, which allowed 
deferred grazing on these two cattle allotments during the 1939 
season. These were the first ranges on the Malheur on which deferred 
grazing was practiced, and it is believed they were the first on any 
eastside Forest. 

Range reseeding was initiated on this Forest for the first time 
in the fall of 1937. This project was started in Logan Valley, and 
by 1942 some 2,000 additional acres had been reseeded rather success
fully. During this period, the range conditions, in general, were 
about average. However, a slight improvement in a number of the 
ranges was evident in the fall of 1939. 

A range survey crew was employed on the Bear Valley District 
during 1938. It covered approximately 300,000 acres and all the Bear 
Valley District, except a portion north of the Fields Peak-Aldrich 
Mountain divide. This project was under the supervision of Junior 
Range Examiner, Dana P. Berghuis. 

Considerable progress was made during the years of 1940 and 1941, 
particularly in continuation of range improvements. Approximately 
100 miles of additional range fences were constructed and numerous 
springs developed. During the 1941 season, five electric-fence units 
(involving approximately thirty miles of fence) were installed. Some 
of these were used as division fences to effect deferred grazing, 
some as boundary fences between cattle and sheep ranges and others 
to hold stock off overgrazed meadows. The success obtained during 
this season's use indicated a definite place in the range program 
for this type of fence, as the cost was only about $50 per mile. 
By the 1941 season, there were seven cattle allotments on which 
deferred grazing was being practiced; during the 1941 season, 
additional fences were constructed which would allow deferred grazing 
on three additional allotments during the 1942 season. Cooperation 
with and by the stock associations was continued, and it was felt 
that at the close of the 1941 season, the cooperation being obtained 
from the stockmen was as good as, or better than, anytime previously. 

New commensurability standards were initiated in 1940 and commen-
surability ratings made of all permittees in the spring of 1941. 
In 1940 there was one preference reduction made for non-compliance 
with management plans, involving a twenty-five percent reduction of 
the preference permit. This was believed to be the first such reduc
tion made on this Forest. 

A Range Management Training School, conducted by the Regional 
Office, was held on this Forest during the month of June 1940. An 
Erosion Control Survey was initiated and completed during the 1940 
season. 

Considerable progress was made during this period in range re
habilitation of grasses, willows and experimental planting of bitter-
brush. The 1941 season was probably the best grass year that this 
area had evidenced for a great length of time. Many ranges were left 
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with large areas practically unused and none of the ranges were in 
the closely grazed condition that they were at the end of past 
seasons. 

In the early years of the Forest, before stock was trucked to 
and from winter grazing areas as occurs now, the herders were 
required to drive their stock on stock driveways. This prevented 
cattle or sheep from grazing on already overgrazed areas while on 
their way to winter or summer range. 

Long Creek Stock Driveway - 1930 - Thirty Miles of Line Used by 32,000 
Sheep Twice Each Year 

Cattle Counting Trip - 1937 
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Stock Driveway Sign - 1930 
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PERSONNEL l 

According to the National Forest Manual, Regulations and Instruc
tions (USFS Files), the positions of district ranger, forest super
visor, district forester and forester were key positions which guided 
and controlled the Forest Service organization. 

The district ranger's job consisted of one that was primarily 
executed in the field. He was expected to be a part of his community 
and take part in the community's affairs. It was often necessary 
to raise his family in an isolated area and he was expected to accept 
that fact graciously. By successful service on a less desirable 
ranger district, a man acquired a right to be considered for vacancies 
on more desirable districts. It was necessary for the district ranger 
to have a high school education and he was expected to be young, 
rugged and in good mental health. His district should be small enough 
to enable him to handle all the administrative work for his district, 
give to fire guards and others temporarily employed, supervision and 
inspection, know his district well enough to handle a fire satisfac
torily in any part of it and be a close and well-informed observer 
of stock, game, timber and other resources of his district and know 
intimately local plants, shrubs and trees, and their habits. The 
district ranger was also expected to be skilled in the use of the 
tools and equipment of a woodsman. 

Three to twelve ranger districts usually composed a national 
forest and the forest supervisor was responsible for the adminis
tration of this forest. For him also, it was desirable to become 
an active member of his community and assume leadership in the same. 
In 1928 a forest supervisor should have had experience as a successful 
district ranger. Technical schooling in forestry or grazing was 
desirable. His duties included that of a business manager in charge 
of the production of crops of timber and forage on a million acres 
or more of public land. He needed to handle funds and maintain good 
business relations with the community. One of his most important 
duties was to maintain the discipline and follow-up, which would 
insure high standards of performance on the part of all the men under 
his direction. The supervisor had to be able to address public groups 
and service organizations effectively and be able to present service 
aims and methods as the occasion demanded. His area needed to be 
of a size that he could adequately learn the Forest thoroughly in 
two years after taking charge of a new Forest. After learning the 
Forest, he was required to devote enough time to field work to add 
to his knowledge of topographic features and conditions of timber 
and forage, in addition to handling current administrative work in 
field and office. The forest supervisor was expected to maintain 
personal acquaintance with a large number of his permittees and 

The personnel information contained in this section was taken from 
the historical files in the Supervisor's Office of the Malheur 
National Forest. 
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all leaders of communities in the area. He needed to know intimately 
what his rangers were doing or what they were not doing, and why. 
When and if a loss of efficiency was noted due to the possible 
increase in size of his forest, the natural unit was to be divided 
into two forests. 

Junior foresters, assistant foresters, junior range examiners 
and assistant range examiners were appointed for assignments to forest 
experiment stations, forest products research and grazing investiga
tions, or to take charge of timber or grazing surveys, or to fill 
other specialized positions for which qualified men in the organiza
tion were not available. Wages for these positions might run from 
$1,800 to $2,400 per year in 1928. These men were trainees and they 
would become thoroughly grounded in the practical aspects of managing 
national forest land. When he had shown his qualifications for 
advancement, the trainee would be assigned to the first opening as 
district ranger or as officer in charge of a project sale for which 
he was the best man available. 

The Forest Service expected its employees to equip themselves (at 
their own expense) with good horses and saddlery, good camp and per
sonal outfits and uniforms (Forest Service Manual 1928). 

C. J. Bingham was the first Supervisor of the Malheur Forest. 
The headquarters was in John Day in the Supervisor's home. On 1 
July 1910 the office was moved to the McCallum & Baylet Building, 
where John Day Motor Company now stands. From July 1914 to July 1928 
the office was upstairs in the old Midvale Opera House, which later 
became the John Day Motor Lodge. In July 1928 the office was moved 
to the second floor of the Grant County Bank Building. 

Malheur National Forest Office in McCallum & Baylet Building 
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When Cy Bingham was transferred to the eastern portion of the 
Blue Mountain Reserve on 15 December 1907, he administered all five 
districts. Bingham was a colorful character according to an article 
in the 1928 Special Edition of the Blue Mountain Eagle; 

A man spending five years in a tent and on the 
trails of the Cascade Mountains, certainly can 
be called a man from the West. A man who wears 
a number 7 3/4 hat, 19 collar, weighs 275 pounds, 
is 50 inches around the chest and is six feet 
tall can certainly be called a big man, and from 
the fact that this man is the sheriff of Grant 
County and his name is Cy J. Bingham, he can 
rightly be classed as one of, if not the largest 
sheriff in the United States. 

He got to be a westerner from the fact that he 
was raised in the West and grew to manhood in 
that corner of the Northwest where Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington all come together. He then went 
to Josephine County, Oregon, and was in charge 
of a stamp mill for two years and then to the 
Bohemia district in Lane County, Oregon, where 
he had charge of a large stamp mill for three 
years. 

In 1903 he went into the Forest Service and roamed 
the South Cascade National Forest from the 
McKenzie River to the California line. He laid 
out what is now known as the "Skyline Trail" along 
the backbone of the Cascades. To this day, all 
over that country, one will find the name of 
"Bingham" carved at every waterhole, spring, lake 
or camp. 

For five years he lived in the mountains with 
Mrs. Bingham and was out for three years without 
even a tent. They had five packhorses and they 
carried everything they had and they made camp 
when the sun went down. They could unpack the 
five horses, cook bread, meat and full dinners, 
repack horses and be on their way in one hour 
and a quarter. 

"Bingham" was the forest service for that vast 
district in those days. He never saw a boss and 
never got any mail except once a month when he 
got to Bend, where there was one store and post 
office. "That was the best five years of my 
life," says Cy, "I laid up more real money. I 
received $75 a month. There was all the deer 
I wanted, fish everywhere, game in plenty, and 
one season Mrs. Bingham canned 150 jars of wild 
blackberries. We traveled the mountains making 
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Cy. J. Bingham 

trails and would go all summer and never meet 
but a few people. In these days people would 
pass within 100 yards of Crater Lake and never 
take the trouble to climb the rim to see the 
lake." That was the wild, wild West when Bingham 
ranged the Cascades, and he kept it up until he 
was appointed supervisor and came to John Day 
in 1907 and was in the Service until 1920 and 
in 1921 was elected Sheriff. 

And so the most of his life has been spent in 
the mountains and when he straps a gun on, puts 
on his boots and a big hat, he is only doing what 
he has always done. 
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In every way he is a western sheriff; in size, 
temperament, and experience. And they call him 
"Cy" and when he wants to dress up, he has to 
have his neckties made to order; a 7. 3/4 hat costs 
$22 and a suit costs him twice what it costs an 
ordinary man for there is twice the material in 
it. 

According to the records, Sheriff Bingham has 
made more arrests in seven years than were made 
in the previous twelve years and that, of course, 
was due to the fact, Bingham says, to more crime 
being committed, and it is his opinion that as 
the tourist travel develops and more people drift 
through the country there will be still more 
crime. He has his office well-organized and has 
twenty-five deputies around over the county, and 
that ought to be a sufficient law-enforcing force 
(Oliver Museum Files). 

C. J. Bingham and L. E. Lucas (with pipe) and Families on 
Huckleberrying Expedition 

13 June 1908 

Bingham was also a poet. According to the 25 July 1924 issue 
of the Blue Mountain Eagle, Bingham sat on the shores of Odell Lake 
one evening, sharpened his scribe and wrote some words on a board, 
nailed it to a tree and went to bed feeling much better. This was 
his plaint: 
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In this grand old state in which we dwell 
There is a spot called Lake Odell 

No fairer spot was ever seen 
Surrounded by the evergreen 

Where hunters kill the spotted fawn 
And spear the dollies as they spawn. 

Whether this had any salutary effect on sportsmen who have since 
visited the spot is not known, but it was a good try. 

For the fiscal year 1906-07 the Supervisor was paid $1200; Forest 
Assistant, $1456; Deputy Forest Ranger, $1000; two assistant Forest 
Rangers, $900 each; and four Forest Guards, $720 each. $325 was 
allowed for expenses. 

When the Malheur Forest was formed, Bingham remained Supervisor 
and on 1 July 1908, rangers were appointed to each of the five dis
tricts; T.M. "Mac" Ray, Crane Prairie District; G.N. Hubbard, Drewsey 
District; Charles Pierson, Crow Flat District; Mr. Kendall, Bear 
Valley District; L.E. "Al" Lucas, John Day District; and F.C. 
"Charley" Mack, Izee District. 

In 1909 Ranger L. E. Lucas was assigned to the Forest and the 
John Day Ranger District was created from parts of the Drewsey and 
Bear Valley Districts. The district headquarters was located in 
the Supervisor's office and Mr. Lucas took care of the clerical work 
in that office, in addition to his ranger duties, until about 1910 
when Stanley Anderson was assigned to the Forest as clerk. Anderson 
was replaced by Lee Pratt in 1913, who remained until 1918 when he 
was transferred to Alaska. Frank Curren replaced Pratt and was in 
the office until about the time C. C. Reid became Supervisor. In 
the spring of 1911 Dexter B. Reynolds was assigned to the Forest as 
Deputy Supervisor. Mr. Reynolds was transferred from the Forest in 
1914 and the Deputy Supervisor's position was not filled until after 
Cy J. Bingham resigned. 

Fishing with C. J. Bingham 
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When the additional area from the Umatilla Forest was added, 
it brought two ranger districts and two full-time Assistant Ranger 
positions to the Malheur — the Hiyu District with Assistant Ranger 
C. W. Waterbury in charge, and the Raddue District with Assistant 
Ranger J. M. Shields in charge. In 1913 these two districts were 
combined under Ranger J. M. Shields and called the Hiyu Ranger Dis
trict. Later in the same year, F. V. Bradford replaced Shields as 
ranger on this district. 

Many changes in Forest personnel took place during the period 
1908 to 1920 when Supervisor Bingham resigned. G. N. Hubbard of the 
Drewsey District died in the spring of 1912 and was replaced by John 
Blinn. Charley Pierson resigned in 1912 and C. W. Waterbury was 
shifted from the Hiyu District to take his place. Waterbury remained 
there until 1 July 1913 when he was transferred to timber sale work 
on the Whitman National Forest. Waterbury was replaced by S. R. 
Bennett. 

Furs Taken by Ranger McEntyre about 1915 

Ranger Kendall of the Bear Valley District was replaced by J. B. 
McEntire in 1910. This district was combined with the Izee District 
in 1918 when "Charley" Mack resigned. 

Carl Neal came to the Forest in about 1912 as Forest Assistant 
and remained until early in 1914 when he was transferred. 
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Forest Rangers on the Malheur in 1910 

Grover C. Blake, in his book, recalls the problems that a Forest 
Service employee encountered in those days. Blake was working with 
Deputy Supervisor Allan H. Hodgson of the Ochoco National Forest in 
1912 doing extensive range reconnaissance work. Mr. Hodgson brought 
a newly appointed forest guard with him to serve as packer and cook: 

...Pat was his name and we soon learned that Pat 
knew nothing about either cooking or packing. 
He was the worst misfit either of us ever encoun
tered and his presence with us caused us many 
anxious moments. In one instance, he put a pack 
on a horse and tied it down. Before the horse 
had moved out of his tracks, the pack turned under 
the horse's belly and caused him to stampede, 
scattering the contents of the pack over several 
acres of ground. 

...On one occasion he came dashing into camp on 
one of the horses at full gallop and ran over 
Mrs. Hodgson's pet dog and killed it. 

We relieved Pat of most of the cooking duties, 
but on one occasion he was permitted to make bis
cuits. He mistook air-slaked lime for baking 
powder and the result cannot be described — only 
imagined. On another occasion we had prepared 
dinner and had set the victuals on a cloth which 
had been spread upon the ground. As we began 
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to gather around to partake of the food, Pat 
headed for his place but got his feet tangled 
up and started stumbling and continued to stumble 
over our carefully placed pans and kettles, 
upsetting the entire menu. 

Sometime later, Pat was alone at Ochoco Ranger 
Station and was the nearest Forest Service 
employee to a fire which was reported about four 
miles from there. I got Pat on the phone and 
instructed him to go to the fire. I also started 
for the fire, but had fifteen miles farther to 
go. After traveling the fifteen miles, I found 
Pat still at Ochoco Ranger Station. I asked him 
what the trouble was and he replied that his horse 
was locked in the pasture and he had lost the 
key. True, the gate was locked, but the fence 
was made of four barbed wires and could have been 
taken down anywhere, or Pat could have walked 
to the fire (Blake n.d.:34,35). 

When Cy J. Bingham resigned as Forest Supervisor on 15 February 
1920, he was replaced by W. W. Cryder. (The annual statistical 
report to the District Forester for the fiscal year ending 30 June 
1920 shows the following cumulative statement of improvements on 
the Forest at that time: Forest service roads, 33.5 miles; telephone 
lines, 167 miles; range fences, 10 miles; dwellings, 6; barns, 3; 
other structures, 4.) 

W. W. Cryder remained on the Forest only a short time. C. C. 
Reid came to relieve him in the fall of 1920 and remained here until 
the spring of 1925. During this period, both the number of full-time 
Forest officers and short-term force increased. 

Crow Flat Ranger Station - 1924 
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John Blinn was replaced on the Drewsey District by Cecil Bennett 
in 1921. Blinn was forced to retire by an illness which later caused 
the amputation of both of his legs. In 1922 H. R. Elliott relieved 
Cecil Bennett and remained one season. In March 1923 Morgan 0. Timms 
received a Ranger's appointment and took charge of the Drewsey Dis
trict. H. R. Elliott was moved to the John Day District where he 
remained until 1925. 

S. R. Bennett was brought to the Supervisor's office in 1921 
and served as Acting Deputy Supervisor until sometime in 1922 when 
he returned to the Crow Flat District, where he remained until his 
resignation in 1923. The Crow Flat District was administered by Cecil 
Bennett for a part of the time S. R. Bennett was in the John Day 
Office. Grover C. Blake was transferred to the Crow Flat District 
when S. R. Bennett resigned. 

...When I arrived at Crowflat Ranger Station to 
take over the Burns District, there was no one 
to show me around or to introduce me to the new 
territory so I found my way around alone. There 
was a short-term man located at Calamity Guard 
Station near Drewsey and a look-out fireman at 
West Myrtle Butte on the opposite end of the Dis
trict. When I reached Myrtle Butte on my prelimi
nary rounds, I found it to be a butte covered 
with a heavy stand of mature timber, with a com
manding view when an opening could be found 
between the trees. An Osborne fire finder was set 
up on a wobbly table about four feet high, con
structed of small, round sticks wired together 
with emergency telephone wire. When a smoke was 
sighted, the lookout fireman would proceed to 
carry the table and fire finder to a spot from 
which the smoke would be visible between the 
trees. He would set the table down and orient 
the finder as best he could, as the table wobbled 
and shook, then take a reading and report. 

I sized up the situation and said to the Guard, 
"Don't you think we can rig up a better set-up 
than this?" He thought it might be worth a try. 
So we felled two fir poles about seventy-five 
feet in height and I prevailed on a road main
tenance crew not far away to send a team and 
driver over and drag the poles over to one of 
the tallest trees. I found some lumber and nails, 
and we made a fifty-foot ladder and got it raised 
to the side of the tree. At the top of the ladder 
we built a platform. Then we made a thirty-foot 
ladder and pulled it up the side of the tree until 
it rested on the platform. Now we were up eighty 
feet and another platform was made. About three 
feet above the upper platform, we cut the treetop 
off and set up the fire finder on the stub. We 
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now had a platform which did not wobble and in 
a permanent location. Three years later, when 
I left the Malheur, we were still using the tree 
lookout. I have been informed that a steel tower 
later replaced our tree lookout on West Myrtle 
Butte (Blake n.d.:42). 

West Myrtle Butte Lookout - 1924 

On the Bear Valley District, J. B. McEntire resigned in 1922 
and was replaced by Harvey Albertson, who was replaced the following 
year by Arthur Radigan. T. M. Ray resigned from the Crane Prairie 
District in 1924 and F. V. Bradford was transferred from the Hiyu 
District to replace him. When this shift occurred, the name of the 
Drewsey District was changed to Logan Valley; Timms was given the 
Hiyu District and K. H. McCool received a Ranger's appointment on 
the Logan Valley District. 
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West Myrtle Butte Lookout Tower and Cabin - 1930 

In the Supervisor's office, M. L. Hennen came in as clerk at 
about the same time as Supervisor Reid. P. A. Thompson was 
transferred to the Forest as Deputy Supervisor. R. B. Pierpont was 
assigned to the Forest in 1922 in charge of all construction work. 

Local personnel were given a boost by the following editorial 
in the Blue Mountain Eagle 2 October 1925: 

...The one great and overshadowing handicap that 
the Forest officials have is the long range admin
istration, which is largely governmental trash. 
The Malheur Forest is in charge of a lot of splen
did and capable boys who are too often tied down 
with a lot of theoretical rot that must radiate 
from headquarters and by men who know too much 
that is not true. It happens too often that when 
one uses his own good sense which is the result 
of years of observation in a particular locality, 
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his services are no longer needed and he leaves 
the service. That system is all wrong... In 
time more authority will probably be given to 
local administration and in this way a lot of 
fanciful bunk can be wrapped up in a bale of red 
tape and sent back to Washington. 

C. C. Reid resigned in the spring of 1925 and Walt L. Button 
was transferred from the Whitman National Forest to replace him. 
During the time Mr. Dutton was Supervisor of the Malheur Forest, five 
full-time staff positions were added and the number of ranger dis
tricts was reduced to five. Ranger A. J. Radigan was brought into 
the Supervisor's office in 1925 to assist in fire control activities. 
He remained in this position until late in 1929 when he was replaced 
by H. C. Obye. Radigan was transferred to a Ranger district on the 
Ochoco National Forest. Technical Assistant R. W. Putman was assigned 
to the Forest in 1925. He remained until October 1926. In the early 
part of 1928 an Executive Assistant position was created and R. M. 
Sweet was transferred to the Forest. Late in 1929 Junior Range Exam
iner, Bernard Lee, was assigned to the Supervisor's staff to assist 
in range studies. 

Roy Moore worked on the Bear Valley District (personal inter
view) : 

The first year we worked for the Forest Service 
was in '27. I was a smokechaser under Mr. Elliott 
and delivered the stuff up to Fields Peak Look
out. I hauled the shutters up to the lookout. 
In the fall you had to put the shutters on to 
keep the hail from breaking the windows. On 
Fields Peak, August 23, 1927, it was so cold that 
the ice on the telephone lines leading to the 
station was two inches in diameter. 

We got about $100 a month. I worked up to $120 
and when they got an extra man on they cut me 
back to $100 again. 

The first fire I drawed, I had to go eighteen 
miles horseback to get to the fire. 

Hattie Moore was one of the earliest female part-time lookouts: 

Roy was building a trail from the lookout down 
to a stream where they could get water. Herm 
Glasscock was in high school then and he was work
ing on the lookout. Anyway, he got tired sitting 
up on the lookout and he went down to help Roy. 
That' s when they put me on the lookout to take 
his place and I was on the payroll then. 
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Emma Nelson (Carson) was the clerical staff in 1926. She was 
replaced in 1928 by Grace Pinkston, who was replaced by Ella Cretors 
in 1931. Roscoe Carson was hired at the warehouse in 1925 and Delbert 
Sweek in 1935. 

Lumberman C. W. Waterbury and Assistant Collis H. Huntington 
were transferred to the Forest in May 1929 to administer the Bear 
Valley timber sale, which had been made to the Edward Hines Lumber 
Company. 

Ranger F. V. Bradford was transferred to the Hiyu Ranger District 
in 1927 and the name of this district was changed to Long Creek. 
Bradford remained in this position until early in 1929, when he was 
relieved by Ranger George W. Beers. 

Hiyu Ranger Station in 1930 - Destroyed by Fire in 1936 

At the time of Bradford's transfer to the Long Creek District, 
the Crane Prairie and Logan Valley districts were combined to make 
up the Prairie District under Ranger J. C. Scharff, and Assistant 
Ranger 0. L. Beedon to the Logan District. 

In a personal interview, John Scharff remembered the first Forest 
Ranger he ever met: 

I was herding sheep over in Desolation Creek in 
1917 and there was a ranger or fire guard who 
was stationed at the old Dale Ranger Station. 
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He rode a big black horse and he had a black 
saddle with white strings — a beautiful outfit. 
I thought then that the life of a ranger was a 
great life. He was posting the center of a stock 
driveway and I watched him shave the bark down 
with his little hatchet, nice and level, and tack 
up the sign. I had a little piece of pencil in 
my pocket and I walked up and registered on the 
sign. I was real proud of it until he said, "Son, 
you know self-advertising is damn poor adver
tising. " 

When Ranger Radigan was transferred to the Supervisor's staff 
in 1925, the Bear Valley District was combined with the John Day Dis
trict under Ranger H. R. Elliott and Assistant Ranger Gilbert 
Hutchins. Hutchins was transferred away from the Forest in 1926 and 
Elliott continued to administer the combined districts without an 
assistant. Some changes in the boundaries of this district were made 
in 1929 and the district has been known as the Bear Valley Ranger 
District since that time. 

The name of the Crow Flat District was changed to the Burns 
Ranger District in 1927 and Ranger M. 0. Timms was moved from the Long 
Creek District to relieve G. C. Blake. 

The Forest personnel in March 1930 was as follows: Supervisor, 
W. C. Dutton; Assistant Supervisor, Carl Ewing; Superintendent of 
Construction, R. B. Pierpont; Junior Range Examiner, Bernard Lee; 
Fire Assistant, H. C. Obye; Executive Assistant, Walter H. Wetzler. 
On the Ranger Districts were: Prairie City, J. C. Scharff; Logan, 
0. L. Beedon; Burns, M. 0. Timms; Bear Valley, H. R. Elliott; Long 
Creek, George W. Beers. Assigned to the Hines Timber Sale were; Lum
berman, C. W. Waterbury; Junior Forester, C. G. Koenig; Ranger, 
C. LeRoy Smith; and Ranger, P. A. Brinson. 

Raddue Ranger Station - 1930 
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The following letter, dated 18 August 1925 was found in the 
Malheur Forest historical files, but was apparently never mailed: 

Dear Miss Nichols: 

Before committing yourself finally to a position 
in this town, I think it only fair and just that 
the conditions be made fully plain to you so, 
if you take the position, there will be no mis
understanding on your part as to what you are 
getting into. 

This is a very small town — perhaps 300 old-
timers. The opportunities for social intercourse 
are very, very poor. It is impossible to get 
board and room in a modern home, and the only 
hotel available is a very old building, no heat 
in the rooms, no water upstairs, no bath, in fact 
all the modern conveniences are outdoors, but 
the bedbugs run rampant. 

The office is upstairs in the so-called Opera 
House. The place is heated by a stove about which 
there will probably be from ten to twelve men 
— not eligibles either. 

If you wish to do stenographic work, this is a 
poor place, for the shorthand work will amount 
to about ten letters, of ten lines each, per 
month. I'm not strong on talking. 

The very best I can say for the place is that 
I am a damn fine Boss, but I am MARRIED. 

Very truly yours , 
Walter L. Dutton, Forest Supervisor 

The statistical report for 31 December 1929 listed the following 
additional improvements on administrative sites: one four-room dwel
ling, eight three-room dwellings, and five barns. This report also 
listed improved public campgrounds at Snowshoe Camp, Starr Springs, 
Wickiup, Handy Camp and Idlewild. 

Walt L. Dutton was transferred to the Whitman National Forest 
on 1 April 1930 and Assistant Supervisor, Carl Ewing, was promoted 
to replace him. 

The period from 1930 to 1937 saw many changes in the Forest per
sonnel and a large expansion in most activities. Through the creation 
of NIRA, CCC, SERA, ERA and other emergency relief agencies, large 
sums of money were made available to the Forest for improvements in 
range management, fire control, recreation facilities, buildings and 
roads. 
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In November 1930 H. C. Obye was transferred from the Forest, 
and Junior Forester, Floyd W. Cory, became a member of the staff in 
charge of fire control activities. Ranger J. C. Scharff was promoted 
to the Assistant Supervisor position in December of the same year. 
H. D. Harryman received a Ranger's appointment in January 1931 and 
was assigned to the Prairie City District. Also in January 1931 
Junior Range Examiner, Bernard Lee, was transferred and 0. L. Beedon 
was promoted to fill this position. Wm. B. Manlove relieved Beedon 
on the Logan Ranger District. 

The timber sale staff saw several changes in 1930 and 1931. 
Junior Forester 0. A. Koenig, Ranger C. LeRoy Smith, and Ranger P. A. 
Brinson were replaced by Allard Shipman and W. J. Wilbur early in 
1930 and in November of the same year, Junior Forester J. C. Her 
replaced W. J. Wilbur. 

In January 1932 James C. Her was transferred from the timber 
sale staff to the District Rangership of the Logan Ranger District, 
relieving Wm. B. Manlove, who resigned. Frank Hausherr was trans
ferred to the Shelterbelt in February 1935. In March 1935 Carl Svaren 
received an appointment to this position, but resigned before his 
probationary period expired. Baxter Reed took over the duties and 
later received an executive assistant appointment. 

In the spring of 1934 C. W. Waterbury, Chief Lumberman on the 
timber sale staff, was transferred to Portland to assist in lumber 
code work. John B. Hoist came to the Forest to fill the position 
vacated by Waterbury. James C. Her was transferred back to the 
timber sale in November 1934 where he remained until November 1935. 
He was then transferred to the Umatilla National Forest as Assistant 
Supervisor. Hoist was forced to retire in June 1935 because of poor 
health, and Waterbury was transferred back to the timber sale staff. 

One year-long position was added to the clerical staff in 1935. 
Letha Parrish was appointed to fill this position. Fire Assistant, 
Floyd W. Cory, was transferred away from the Forest in January 1935. 

Ranger George W. Beers resigned from the Forest Service in July 
1935 and 0. L. Beedon administered the Long Creek District until 
Willis Ward was transferred to the district in December of the same 
year. 

In April 1935 Frank B. Folsom came to the Forest as Assistant 
Supervisor. This position had been vacant since Scharff was trans
ferred in 1932. Folsom was transferred to the Ochoco Forest in June 
1936 and Ranger Willis Ward was acting Assistant Supervisor until 
Vondis E. Miller was transferred to the Malheur in December 1936. 

Ranger L. D. Bailey was transferred to the Forest in December 
1934 and assigned to the Logan District. 

Carl Ewing received a temporary assignment to Washington, D. C. 
from November 1935 to March 1936. Soon after his return from Washing
ton, Mr. Ewing was detailed to AAA work. This detail continued almost 
to the time of his transfer to the Umatilla National Forest. 
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Assistant Supervisor Ralph W. Crawford from the Deschutes Forest 
was acting Supervisor on the Malheur during the fall and early winter 
of 1936. 

Ranger Morgan 0. Timms resigned from the Burns Ranger District 
to enter private business in May 1936. Junior Forester, Darrel 
Frewing, replaced him until Ranger W. R. Robinson was transferred 
to the district in December. 

Ranger H. R. Elliott also retired because of ill health in 1936. 
He was replaced by George M. Palmer in June of that year. 

Superintendent of Construction, R. B. Pierpont, retired in July 
1936. This position was filled by the promotion of Senior Foreman, 
M. R. Hankins, who had been working on the Forest since 1924 at sea
sonal work. 

Early in 1937 Junior Foresters, Gail C. Baker and Loren L. 
Stewart, were assigned to the Malheur as staff assistants. Also, 
the timber sale personnel was increased to care for the increased 
activity in the Bear Valley Sale. James W. Thompson was transferred 
to the sale in January 1937. Peter Wyss, Ervin A. Shipman and Sherman 
H. Feiss had been added to the timber sale force by July 1937. 

Strawberry Mountain Lookout - 1937 
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Three year-long positions were added to the clerical staff in 
1937. Ed E. Krupke received a clerk's appointment in March; Lucena 
Mae Richey came in September and Edith Metz (Cole) in November. 

Supervisor Ewing was transferred to the Umatilla National Forest 
and Assistant Supervisor Vondis E. Miller to the Olympic National 
Forest in November 1937. In December of the same year, Clerk Ella 
W. Cretors was transferred to the Umatilla Forest. 

Ed E. Birkmaier was transferred to the Malheur Forest as Forest 
Supervisor in November 1937 from the Regional Office, where he had 
been Assistant in the Division of Wildlife and Range Management. 
Chester A. Bennett, Sr., from the Colville Forest became his Assis
tant Supervisor. 

Fire Assistant, Gail C. Baker, was moved to a District Rangership 
on the Rogue River National Forest 15 May 1939. This position was 
filled by Harry M. Wolfe, who had been working on fire replanning 
in the Regional Office. 

On 16 January 1939 Administrative Assistant, Baxter Reed, was 
transferred to a like position on the Wenatchee Forest. Ed E. Krupke 
filled the position vacated by Mr. Reed through a promotion from 
Senior Clerk. Clyde L. Quam came from the Siuslaw Forest to fill 
Mr. Krupke's vacant position on the same date. 

A new position was created and Josephine Nerbovig, Junior Clerk-
Stenographer, was assigned to the Forest in January 1939 by appoint
ment. Miss Nerbovig was transferred to the Regional Office in July 
of the same year, leaving this position vacant. 

Gordon H. McClain was made Assistant Storekeeper in charge of 
the warehouse on 3 February 1939. 

Oliver T. Edwards, Junior Biologist, who had been transferred 
to this Forest from the Chelan in July 1937 for special studies of 
wildlife, was transferred to Alaska in July 1939. 

In September 1939 Allard Shipman, scaler, was transferred to 
the Deschutes and was replaced by George Jackson. 

Ranger L. E. Bailey, of the Logan District, was transferred to 
the Unity District on the Whitman Forest in March 1939. The position 
vacated was filled by Ranger Walter E. Barnett, of the North Powder 
District of the Whitman. 

Forest Supervisor, Ed E. Birkmaier, was transferred November 1939 
to the Washington Office, as Assistant in the Division of Wildlife and 
Range Management. James C. Her, Forest Supervisor from the Olympic 
National Forest returned to the Malheur to replace Birkmaier. 

Harry M. Wolfe, Fire Assistant, was moved to an Assistant Ranger-
ship on the Umatilla National Forest and in February 1940 Eldon E. 
Ball, Assistant Forester, filled his vacancy. 
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Snow Course Shelter - 1937 - Prairie Ranger District 

Chick Watson Measures Snow near Snow Course Shelter 

"The snow was measured to see how much run-off 
they would have in the spring. We'd drive a rig 
to the Blue Mountain Hot Springs [12 miles from 
Prairie City]. Then we'd take skis and go from 
there on over to the top of the mountain [Summit 
Prairie], That's where the snow cabin is. It's 
still there. Then at this snow cabin — they've 
got a door on one side and on the other side 
they've got a little ladder that goes up, so you 
can go up as high as the roof if you've got too 
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much snow on the other side. They usually sent 
two fellows up there and you'd take the skis and 
take off and go up there. Depending on when you 
got there, you'd stay all night or you'd go on. 
If you decided to go on, you'd go to Lake Creek. 
You'd stay all night there, measure snow there 
and then go back to Crane Prairie in the morning 
and measure the snow there. Then we'd usually 
come clear on out (personal interview with Chick 
Watson)." 

Rangers Elliott and Ward Recording Snow - 1936 

In April 1940 Ranger W. R. Robinson was transferred to the Ochoco 
Forest. District Ranger George M. Palmer of the Bear Valley District 
was sent to Burns to replace Robinson. H. Robert Mansfield of the 
Umatilla National Forest replaced Palmer. Eldon E. Ball, Fire Assis
tant, was inducted into the Army on 9 April 1941. His position was 
temporarily filled by Forest Guard, A. E. Smith, who received an 
appointment as Junior Forester effective 1 July 1941 on the Columbia 
National Forest (now the Gifford Pinchot). W. R. Robinson, who had 
been assigned to the Pacific Northwest Forest and Range Experiment 
Station in charge of the flood control project in Walla Walla, 
Washington, was returned to this Forest 16 June 1941 to replace Ball. 

During the war years, women were working in many new fields and 
the Forest Service was to benefit from this force, also. There were 
three permanent women lookouts on the Forest in 1942. They were 
Lorraine Watson on the Antelope Lookout, Audrey O'Brien on the Sheep 
Mountain Lookout and Delia Hammonds on Strawberry Lookout. 
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Spencer T. Moore was transferred to the Fremont in May 1941 and 
was replaced by Junior Forester, Don Fechtner. Harold Gustafson was 
moved to the Whitman in January 1941 and was replaced by Ed Loners. 
George Jackson, scaler, was sent to the Olympic Forest in September 
of 1941 and was replaced by Chauncey B. Angus, who had been serving 
the past year as a Junior Forester in CCC Camp. 

Lorraine Watson - Lookout on Antelope Mountain 
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UNIFORMS 

An article submitted by Frank J. Harmon to the History Line, 
a periodical published by the Forest Service in the summer of 1978 
read: 

The Forest Service has had an official uniform since 1907. The first 
uniform jacket was a compromise between the current Army officer's 
service coat and the business sack coat. It was brown with a green 
cast, and the material was wool worsted. It had a low turn-down col
lar, no lapels, four outside pockets with cover flaps, and five bronze 
buttons to close. Each pocket also had a small bronze button. The 
buttons were convex with "FOREST SERVICE" and a pine tree in a raised 
design. The coat collar could be left open, or closed tightly with 
a clasp, military style. Worn with the uniform, from the very begin
ning, was a large bronze badge. The first hat was the same as the 
Army campaign hat — light-colored felt with a wide, flat, stiff brim, 
but usually worn with a high "Montana peak" instead of the Army's 
single crease. There was a choice of trousers or riding breeches, 
both of wool worsted. The shirt was gray flannel like the Army's 
pullover olive drab. The overcoat was double-breasted, ankle length. 
A wool waterproof reefer with heavy lining was optional. 

With the second uniform, adopted for 1909, there were two alternate 
styles — military or business. Either could be worn, and corduroy 
was permissible as well as the wool worsted. The choice of trousers 
or breeches was continued. Uniform color was changed to olive green. 
The jackets had lower outside pockets only, no outside breast pock
ets. The wool Army-style jacket was much like that of the 1907 uni
form, but the small "falling" collar was stiffer and had to be tightly 
clasped at the neck to give a presentable appearance. It was there
fore often uncomfortable, especially in warm weather, and caused com
plaints from the field. The business style was more popular. It 
had a turn-down, notched collar with lapels, open in front at the 
neck and closed by four buttons. A four-pocket vest with bronze but
tons was added to the uniform, as were caps, fur or wool. A heavy 
mackinaw was made an alternate to the reefer. The shirt could be 
olive drab pullover flannel or regulation. Army buttoned khaki. In 
response to demands for a lighter weight summer and work uniform, 
dark denim styled like the military uniform was suggested. 

All during this period, up through World War I, wearing of the uni
form was strongly encouraged for all employees outside the Washing
ton headquarters, but was not actually required, and there was no 
uniform allowance until 1954. Many wore what they pleased. 

The third official Forest Service uniform was based on a modified 
Norfolk jacket. Versions of it were worn as early as the spring of 
1918, but the earliest orders and memos to the field regarding it 
date from January 1922. The Norfolk jacket was a semi-military style 
with several variations which was in wide use in this country even 
before World War I, but which became more popular afterwards. It 
was semi-form fitting, had a broad, notched collar, short lapels, 
yoke on back and front, two box pleats in front and one in back, a 
stitched-on belt, two lower patch pockets, and a slit left breast 
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pocket under the pleat. A new Forest Service button, made of the 
South American ivory palm nut stained light brown, and with the let
ters "US" inserted in the center with the pine tree, replaced the 
bronze button. The jacket had three buttons to close, and one on 

Chick Watson in 1937 Uniform Al Campbell and Glen Parsons 
in 1938 

each of the lower pocket flaps. Either trousers or breeches could 
be worn. A new fabric, whipcord (similar to gabardine), very dur
able and well suited to field use, was added, and became very popu
lar. The other fabrics were worsted, serge, and khaki. The uniform 
color became forestry green, including the shirt, although olive drab 
for it was still permitted. The Army hat gave way to a big, light 
gray western sombrero of optional crown height, except for those who 
insisted on retaining their old peaked hats in defiance of rules. 
The necktie was mentioned for the first time; it could be black or 
green. The vest was continued as an option, in high-cut style, with 
four outside pockets and one inside on the right breast, with regula
tion buttons. Other options were cruising coat, khaki cruisers shirt, 
white shirt, heavy worsted mackinaw coat, heavy worsted cap (English 
Army officer's fatigue style or golf style) with flexible leather 
visor, and high-topped shoes or riding boots (instead of puttees or 
spiral leggings). All permanent employees who traveled in the Forests 
were directed to wear the new uniform on all appropriate occasions. 

Minor changes were made in the jacket style in February 1931. Its 
name was changed to the Half-Norfolk, with two vertical straps in
stead of two box pleats in front. Gabardine fabric was added for 
trousers or breeches, and Bedford Cord was added as an option for 
breeches. 

In the mid-1930s the color, fabrics, and style of the uniform all 
changed. The official reason given was that the Norfolk was too mili-

130 



tary in appearance. In 1935 the color was changed to "bronze heather 
green," which included some red strands making it harder to copy, 
and the style to a businesslike loose-cut sack coat with long wide 
lapels, and two buttons to close. There were two very large lower 
outside bellows pockets, and wide left breast pocket, all with flaps 
to button. Buttons were changed to leather nubs. The hard-wearing 
whipcord was discarded, leaving the less durable wool worsted and 
serge. The changes created widespread dissatisfaction and protest. 
As a result, consultations were held with men's fashion experts, whose 
recommendations were adopted in 1937. Five new fabrics were speci
fied, including sharkskin (a wear-resistant substitute for whipcord 
and gabardine), elastique (for trousers and breeches), tropical worst
ed (for wear in the Deep South), and two heavier weights of serge. 
The 1930s also saw a return to western hat styles, eliminating the 
smaller pinch-crown hats which had been recently allowed. The option
al caps had been eliminated in 1931. 

The basic shirt color was changed to a light olive gray green with 
light gray or white allowed if the badge was not worn. The variety 
of optional fabrics was continued, with tropical worsted added, in 
forestry green or bronze heather green. The black tie was eliminated, 
only dark (hemlock) green was permitted. The bow tie was prohibited. 
An overcoat was added to the standard uniform, in dark tan all-wool 
gabardine of trench coat style, instead of the optional mackinaw. 
The cruiser coat was allowed for rough field work, and the vest was 
retained as a standard item. 

Besides the "standard field clothes for permanent personnel" there 
were "standard field clothes for guards," and a "rough work clothes" 
category, which corresponded to those for supervisory and facilitat
ing personnel of the Civilian Conservation Corps, plus the western 
hat. The guard uniform consisted of the old forestry green whipcord 
Norfolk uniform, with a Cossack jacket optional. The western hat 
was to be worn only with a long center crease; two side dents were 
optional. The peaked crown was outlawed. 

Along with the new uniforms came a determined effort to get them worn 
more consistently. A strong statement of policy appealed to pride 
in personal appearance and self-esteem, emphasizing the importance 
of maintaining esprit de corps, impressing the public, and providing 
better service. The 1935 regulations said that "A uniform of the 
harsh military type is out of place for a civilian field service. 
Equally out of place are 'store clothes.'" They stressed that while 
"sartorial splendor is not an objective ... slovenliness will not 
be tolerated nor habitual carelessness in dress. ...No off-shape 
or off-color hats, shirts or ties will be worn..." With modifications, 
the 1935 uniforms persisted until this year. 
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Ranger Bailey in 1935 Uniform 

Forest Officers in Early Uniforms 
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TRANSPORTATION 

David Eccles was a Mormon from Utah who, in 1889, came to Baker 
to found the Oregon Lumber Company. He soon realized he needed a 
railroad to funnel logs to his mill. Eccles' road was the Sumpter 
Valley Railroad. On 2 June 1901 the railroad, which had reached 
Sumpter from Baker in 1897, was extended to Whitney, on the North Fork 
of Burnt River. By 1909 the line had reached Prairie City, where 
cattle provided the major source of revenue for the new line. This 
narrow gauge track covered eighty bouncy miles with switchbacks and 
hairpin curves from Baker to Prairie City. A February 1931 schedule 
reveals that the Sumpter Valley "Stump Dodger" left Baker at 8:10 
A.M., made stops at Salisbury, Boulder Gorge, McEwen, Sumpter, Larch, 
Whitney, Tipton, Austin, Bates and Dixie, arriving in Prairie City 
at 2:20 P.M. There it connected with stages to carry passengers on 
to John Day, Canyon City and Burns. Shortly after this, in the 30s, 
the railroad was abandoned. Until then, the cattlemen, prospectors 
and lumbermen of eastern Oregon had relied on the Sumpter Valley Rail
way for service to lumber mills along the line, mines at Sumpter, 
and cattle ranches in the Prairie City area (Culp 1972). 

Sumpter Valley Railroad Loaded with Logs Near Blue Mountain Station 
-1915-

When another railroad came from Burns to Seneca in the south 
end of the county, much of the livestock was pulled in this direc
tion. About this same time, the highways came and trucking the 
animals was cheaper than the complicated process of hauling the live
stock to Prairie City or Bates, loading them on a narrow gauge to 
Baker, reloading there on the main line and shipping to Portland. 
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W. J. Eccles wrote the following to the Blue Mountain Eagle on 
7 February 1930: 

...a careful study of operating statistics and 
of the transportation conditions affecting the 
operation of the company's line has convinced 
the stockholders and officers of this company 
that the only course remaining open to it is to 
abandon the operation of its line and confine 
its operations to that portion of the line ex
tending from Baker to Bates. 

In 1928 the railroad was operating on a loss of $40,000. The 
serious inroads upon its revenues caused by the construction of the 
state highways made competition with the trucks and busses operating 
over those highways utterly impossible. Carload business as well 
as the passenger traffic had fallen off until it was insufficient 
to "pay the cost of axle grease." 

In 1933 the Sumpter Valley Railroad tracks retreated to Bates 
and all the tracks were pulled up for good in 1947. 

Loading Flatcars with Logs - 1941 
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Shown is the crew of the old Sumpter Valley Railroad Company 
with power house in the rear. The picture was taken sometime 
in 1900 while the engine was preparing to turn around at the 

"Y" in Prairie City. 



Laying Rails for Sumpter Valley Railroad between Baker and Sumpter 
- 1895-
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Wreck at Alder Springs - Sumpter Valley Railroad 



Forest road construction was under the supervision of R. B. 
Pierpont in 1928. There were thirty-three different road and motorway 
projects, with a total mileage of 383.5 miles. Over seventy percent 
of those roads and motorways were built during the five previous years 
at a total cost of $155,012.70, and the projected program was only 
a little more than half completed. 

With a complete system of roads and motorways, a ranger or smoke 
chaser in 1928 should have been able to reach a fire within a period 
not to exceed one hour from the time it was located and reported to 
the nearest fireman. In the earlier days, before forest roads were 
built, it was necessary to travel by horseback with a packhorse, and 
it was sometimes four days before the fire could be reached, then to 
find a fire too large for one man to handle; and before a crew of men 
and supplies and firefighting equipment could be packed in, the fire 
would cover many acres and do great damage. The big job was to 
control them while they were small and eliminate cost and damage. 

Roadbuilding in Grant County 
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Forest Road Engineers with Horse-drawn Scraper 

Forest roads were classed as follows: Ordinary duty, light duty, 
and motorways. The roads in the Malheur Forest were largely of the 
light duty type in 1928, which were built on a ruling grade of seven 
percent (and not to exceed ten percent) with a width of nine feet. 
Turnouts not less than seventeen feet wide were provided and built 
at every intervisible point and not farther than 800 feet on straight-
of-way motorways. Motorways were merely secondary roads built into 
regions where little travel was necessary. Those ways were necessary 
to get into remote sections of the Forest quickly with men and 
supplies for fire suppression. They were also used to good advantage 
by the stockmen for hauling in supplies of salt. 

Every stream and crossroad was marked with a signboard, giving 
the name of the stream and distance to given points. These signs 
were made, posted and maintained by the Forest Service. A heavy fine 
was provided for the molesting or defacing of these signs. People 
were known to write their names and addresses on these signboards 
and were overtaken by Forest Service officials and made to return 
and erase their names or stand trial in Court. Every section line 
crossing the roads was marked so that a ranger or Forest officer would 
know his exact location in the Forest. 
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The first big job in the spring was to go over every mile of 
road and trail and put them in good condition for travel. As the 
mileage increased, so did the maintenance job. Every bridge and cul
vert had to be examined, and if necessary, repaired. All signboards 
that were not up to standard had to be replaced with new ones. All 
of this was required before the opening of the fire season. 

"New" North Fork Road - 1924 

County roads inside the Forest boundaries were usually maintained 
on a fifty/fifty basis with the respective counties. The equipment 
needed and used to build and maintain this system of roads cost 
approximately $14,000. 

There were approximately 100 miles of trails in the Forest, which 
were gone over every spring. Each and every road and trail camp was 
constantly in communication with the Forest Supervisor's Office (USFS 
Files). 
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Installation of Cross Drain in Forest Service Road 
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Bridge Construction on Murderers Creek - Skidding with Team 
- 1922-

Cattle Guard from Old Boiler Pipe - Logan Valley - 1930 
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FIRE CONTROL 

For the first few years after the National Forest was created, 
fire suppression was almost incidental. Each ranger had one guard 
to assist him during the summer season, and the two of them handled 
most of the fires. When extra help was needed to suppress a fire, 
the ranchers, herders and stockmen in the locality were called in. 
In 1910 two large fires, Snow Mountain and Green Mountain, burned 
over 26,769 acres of Forest land before they were controlled. The 
suppression cost for the season was only $1,778. In 1911 three fires, 
the Cow Creek, Oliver Creek and Stancliff fires burned an area of 
about 1000 to 1500 acres each. In the ranger's report to the super
visor on the Oliver Creek fire is the following paragraph: 

"You will note by the report that an interval 
of three days elapsed from the time of discovery 
to the time work was commenced; this was due to 
the fact that myself and Guard Woodward were 
engaged in extinquishing another fire which was 
started at the same time (USFS files)." 

The first Forest Service telephone lines constructed on the 
Forest were started in 1909 and 1910. The Seneca-Flagtail Ranger 
Station line, about forty-three miles in length, was the first line 
to be built in 1909. It was followed in 1910 by the Silvies Valley-
Van line, fourteen miles, and the Crane Prairie-Prairie City line 
, about 40 miles. The spur to Strawberry Lookout, which was built 
in 1913. Other lines to follow were the Seneca-Stewart Ranch line 
in 1913, the John Day-Hiyu line in 1914, the line from Lake Creek 
Ranger Station to Frazer Ranger Station and Crane Prairie to Ott Ran
ger Station in 1915, and the King Mountain line in 1916. 

Telephones were "ground return lines." Each telephone had only 
one wire and the ground was the other circuit. To complete the 
circuit, a copper-coated steel rod was driven into damp ground. Often 
an individual would pour a bucket of water on the ground for better 
electrical conduction. The lookout might run a copper wire several 
hundred yards down the tower to get a better ground in a wet loca
tion. The wooden telephones contained four flashlight batteries. 
The caller threw an insulated wire up over the phone line and pulled 
it down in order to wind on the telephone wire. A piece of number 
2 copper wire was used to hook onto the other connection of the tele
phone. A crank, folded into the side of the box, was turned which 
caused the generator to ring down the line. The number of rings 
determined who was being called. 

The telephones could be dangerous during electrical storms. 
If a bolt of lightning hit, it might travel down the line to as many 
as fourteen trees, peeling the bark off the trees all the way (Merv 
Schouten, personal interview). 
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In its early development of the National Forests the 
Forest Service was faced with the problem of providing 
a reliable, low-cost means of communication into the 
vast wildernesses which it was attempting to protect. 
It was apparent that the construction cost of pole 
lines was prohibitive and that maintenance was almost 
impossible with the limited funds available. Someone 
conceived the idea that if a line could be built which 
would come down to the ground without breaking when 
a tree fell on it, the problem might be possible of 
solution. Such a line must be attached to the trees 
through which it passes in such a manner that it would 
come down under severe loading. It must be free-
running through whatever supports were used for it, 
and the means of attaching it to the trees must be 
simple and readily available. 

From this idea the present type of construction was 
developed. At first, porcelain knobs were used for 
insulators and the wire was run through the hole. 
This was difficult to attach because enough of them 
to hang from one-quarter to one-half mile of wire had 
to be threaded on the wire and pushed along to where 
needed at the tie trees. Then somebody thought of 
having the insulators come in two parts so that they 
could be readily attached anywhere on the line. At 
first they were round, but it was found that the ten
dency was for the wire to hang in the joint and cause 
mechanical failures where the two pieces met. The 
oval type was the natural outcome of this problem. 
The brown color was finally adopted because the white 
porcelain insulators were too conspicuous a target 
for riflemen. 

The means of attaching the insulator to the tree was 
the subject of much study. There were almost as many 
methods developed as there were men doing the work 
in the field. It was soon learned that while the line 
wire could be strung through the woods in a rather 
haphazard manner, it was essential that its freedom 
of movement in all directions be restricted as much 
as possible. 

Good construction holds the wire as closely to the 
tree as possible and still does not allow either the 
line wire or the insulator to touch the tree. It is 
necessary that the amount of slack in the line be suf
ficient to allow it to come to the ground in any span 
when subjected to excessive loads such as fallen trees 
(Norcross 1937:11). 
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PORTABLE TELEPHONE MODEL C 
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Tripod-type Poles Built by CCC in 1933 in Logan Valley 

In 1911 the provisions made for fire protection consisted of: 

"direct telephone communication to all field 
officers; the establishment of tool houses at 
various points on the Forest; lookout points 
established in each district to which the ranger 
should go every day and look over the country 
for possible fires; forest officers are expected 
to carry a shovel and an axe; and the public are 
asked to cooperate in reporting fires (USFS 
Files). 

In April 1912 the District Forester suggested in a letter to 
the Forest that it might be advisable to construct a few lookout 
towers for the detection of fires. The specifications for the con
struction of a lookout tower and a blueprint were enclosed in the 
letter. However, it was not until September 1916 that a lookout house 
was constructed on the Forest. This house was built of sheet steel 
on Strawberry Mountain for a total cost of $663. The house was guyed 
to the rocks from each corner by a double strand of number 9 wire. 
Evidently, the guys were not strong enough and the house was destroyed 
by the wind the following spring. This house was replaced by a stan
dard wooden lookout house in September 1921. 
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Old Flagtail Mountain Lookout 

The old timers say that fires were small in the early days and 
never did much damage. They contend there was very little litter 
on the ground because the Indians burned it off. Apparently, the 
Indians set fire to the bottom of the draws to drive out the game 
for hunting purposes. After they dragged away their game, the fire 
continued. Ponderosa pine, being more resistant to fire, survived, 
while white fir and associated species were destroyed. Over the 
years, this resulted in large stands of ponderosa pine. Today, with 
the development of fire control and the inception of the Smokey-the-
Bear image, fir and other growth have filled in many of the slopes. 

The following article, written by John D. Guthrie in 1933, 
explodes the myth that the Indians deliberately set fire to the 
Forests to keep them open: 

"Burn over the forest floor regularly," the ad
vocates of Indian forestry say. Yes, and burn, 
kill and destroy all the tiny tree seedlings, 
one-inch to three-, four- to six-inches tall, 
which are your future forest. The trouble is 
that so few people know a one- or two-year-old 
tree seedling when they see it; if they do see 
it, they usually call it "grass or "a weed." 
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"Burn it off, like the Indians used to do." And 
with this statement there is the implication that 
the early-day Indians were pretty good foresters. 
As to the Indians making a practice of burning 
the forest regularly, with a conscious idea of 
keeping it clean and open, there is not the 
slightest bit of what may be considered as real 
evidence. 

The facts are that the white man from his first 
entry into any forested region of these United 
States, has always set fire to the forest. His 
obvious reasons were fear of the forest and what 
it might hide. From the first landing of the 
white man at Jamestown, the forest was dense, 
dark and fearsome. It might, and usually did, 
contain savages, panthers, mountain lions, bear, 
wolves, and all other kinds of real and imaginary 
beasts and enemies. What he could not see 
through, must conceal all kinds of beasts. This 
fear, with his perfectly proper desire to clear 
land for agriculture, were the pioneer's reasons 
for firing the forest. 

The early American settler had come from the 
British Isles and from western Europe, where dense 
forests, even in 1600, were rare. The dense, 
dismal, dark and forbidding virgin forests of 
America were something totally new to him. They 
baffled him. They awed him. Their dark recesses 
hid untold dangers. 

The American pioneer has never thrown off that 
fear-complex, but passed it down to his children's 
children, and today there is that psychological 
heritage in the modern pioneer. The settler, 
the man who must clear the forest for his farm, 
as pasture for his flocks, as his hunting ground, 
still has that psychological fear of the dark 
forest. And so, to justify that deep-seated 
mental complex; that psychological heritage, he 
blames the Indian, the race whose early ancestors 
hid in that same darksome forest. 

The white man has gone further. He has invented 
a custom for the Indian which the noble red man 
never had. He has the Indian burning off the 
forest regularly. And so, Indian forestry was 
born. 

When it comes to the forest, the outdoors, the 
things of Nature, the Indian was no fool. He 
knew fire. He knew it as it came in the thunder
bolt from the heavens; he knew it as he brought 
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it to life in the rubbing of dry sticks. He knew 
the winds; he knew that neither he nor his 
swiftest pony could outstrip the red demon, once 
it was let loose in a dry forest, or on a wind
swept prairie. He knew his limitations, and he 
knew the limitations of his gods where a raging 
fire in the forest was to be met. 

The following account by William Phillips, a 
pioneer of Clackamas, Oregon, said: 

"When I came to this country in 1846, it was 
almost perfect in all its wildness. With a few 
exceptions, not a tree nor a shrub had been 
touched by the hand of man. Thousands of wild 
Indians roved over the prairies or hunted game 
in the almost impenetrable forests. No fires 
had run in these forests for hundreds of years, 
the Indians being careful not to let the fire 
get out, lest the grass should be burned from 
their horses, of which they had thousands, or 
lest the game should be driven from the forest 
in their section of the country. Large trees, 

three or four feet in diameter, stood in these 
forests, with the accumulated debris of hundreds 
of years lying around their base, with not a sign 
of fire about them. But early in the summer of 
1847, when the immigrants, who had set out to 
seek homesteads for themselves, began to arrive, 
fires got started in the forests, and the summer 
being dry they burned through the whole summer. 
Millions of acres of as fine forest timber as 
can be found on earth today were burned over and 
killed. Whole forests of red and yellow fir, 
of the giant arbor vitae, and of hemlock and tama
rack were destroyed by these raging fires. The 
smoke was so thick that we could hardly see the 
sun at midday, and people complained of sore eyes 
and oppressed breathing. The ashes carried by 
the winds became a nuisance in and about our 
houses, but at length the fall rains came, put 
out the fires, and drove away the smoke, so that 
the people could breathe freely again, and get 
a view of the country, and of the ruins of the 
forests which had been her greatest boast." (USFS 
Files) 
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The following statistics for the years 1908 to 1920 cause some 
doubt of the oldtimers' statements regarding insignificant damage 
done in the past: 

Year 

1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

No. of 
Fires 

4 
14 
19 
3 
8 
22 
30 
27 
47 
36 
54 
29 

Acres 
Burned 

0 
233 

26,769 
3,240 

0 
58 

1,187 
5,386 

20 
2,182 
2,536 
31,493 
3,481 

Dollar 
Damage 

40 
360 

10,790 
2,500 

0 
0 

1,476 
32,690 

32 
2,520 
2,947 
42,753 

873 

Suppression Cost 
Dollars 

10 
66 

1,778 
622 
17 
50 
310 

1,584 
71 
443 
530 

3,486 
1,839 

Frazer Point Lookout 
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There is not a complete record of the reports on Class "C" fires 
which occurred during the above period, but some of the larger fires 
were: The Burnt Mountain fire in 1915, about 5,000 acres; and the 
fires on the East Fork of Canyon Creek and on Beech Creek in 1919, 
which together burned about 31,000 acres. The Snow Mountain and Green 
Mountain fires, which occurred in 1910 have already been mentioned. 

Some "down to earth" suggestions were made in S. R. Bennett's 
14 October 1915 report on cooperation in fire protection: 

Cooperation with settlers and ranchers: Since 
it is a fact that some settler or rancher is sure 
to see a fire soon after it starts, it follows 
that cooperation with them is the most important 
cooperation we can have. Cooperation is my main 
hobby on fire prevention. During the season of 
1914, I prepared a map and a typewritten sheet 
to accompany same, showing the location of each 
ranch or camp in and near the Forest. This data 
shows just what each man will furnish in the way 
of men, tools and supplies, telephone connections, 
etc. Also, they agree to phone me or the Super
visor as soon as possible after discovering a 
fire. 

These settlers are like all other men, some of 
them will go out of their way to help protect 
the Forest, while others do not realize that they 
have any interest whatever, and say, "Let'er 
burn." The purpose of this plan in the first place 
is to get everybody on the job. There are many 
men who will do things if the idea is presented 
to them, while if nothing is said, nothing is 
done. 

To make a success of cooperation with settlers, 
we must have them know we are their friends. 
I never miss a chance to do them small favors 
in any way I may have a chance. Be a good friend 
of every one of them, then you will get what you 
want. I had a number of men in the case of the 
Myrtle Creek fire say, "There is my outfit, take 
anything you want." In one case, at the W. E. 
Smith Ranch, where they have anything from a tack-
hammer up, I was told, "There is a field full 
of horses. Drive them and catch what you want." 

Cooperation with Vaqueros: By this, I do not 
mean the average man who rides for his stock; 
they come under ranchers and settlers. I mean 
the typical Vaquero, who is hired by the larger 
stockowners. These men are in a class by them
selves and require a different method entirely 
in order to secure their cooperation. Don't try 
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to pull any educational stunts on a Vaquero. 
If you want his friendship and his cooperation 
in fire prevention, get around him and brag on 
his ability to put a horse into the bridle, or 
his ability as a rider, or trade with him. Don't 
say too much and beyond all means do not show 
him any of your plans on paper. We all know that 
cigarettes are one of the causes of fires. We 
further know that where you find a Vaquero you 
find cigarettes, therefore we must have their 
cooperation. I have a case, that of the Lost 
Creek fire, where two of the P. L. S. Company's 
Vaqueros stopped a fire which would have been 
bad. 

Cooperation with hunters and campers: The best 
luck I have in handling the hunters and campers 
is to be a good fellow among them. Show them 
where the game is, the good camping places, and, 
if necessary, go with them and show them how to 
get there. Ask them in a gentlemanly way to be 
careful with their campfires. Don't say too 
much. It is rather hard to keep in touch with 
the hunters and campers, as you always have new 
people to deal with and they are always in the 
mountains during the busy fire season. 

Cooperation with wood cutters: On this district 
are many woodcutters during the summer and their 
cooperation is very valuable. I have verbal 
agreements with them to watch for fires and put 
out any that might occur near where they are work
ing. In this respect, I had some valuable assis
tance rendered in the case of the Clemons and 
the Cold Springs' fires. 

Method of transporting men and supplies: In 
case of a bad fire, it is not practical to depend 
entirely upon the ranchers. For this purpose 
I have a standing agreement with the Burns Garage 
to haul me men and supplies at any time to any 
point. They have one man who they give control 
of this work at my request. He knows just what 
kind of men I want, and when he receives a phone 
call from me for men and supplies, he gives his 
time at once to this work and delivers them as 
quick as possible. I also have an understanding 
with the Burns Department Store just how I wish 
my supplies packed. When I have a bad fire, I 
simply phone my order to the two above-mentioned 
places and go ahead with the details of getting 
ready for the fire. 
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MEN OF THE FOREST 
with dependable lines of communication-
thousands of xjelephones-gmrdyourforests daily 

HELP PREVENT FIRES-THINK ! 
At sign of fire, call quickly from any 
telephone—such calls to the Fire 
Warden or any Ranger Station will 
receive prompt and special attention. 

ISSUED IN THE INTERESTS OF FOREST SAFETY BYTHE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH 

C O M P A N Y ~ A N D A S S O C I A T E D C O M P A N I E S 
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I think cooperation in fire prevention one of 
the vital points to be considered and I think 
we should push it to the limit in every way 
possible (USFS Files). 

Some experimental planting studies were started on the Forest 
in 1911 and 1912. Two plots were established on Little Bear Creek 
in 1911. On one, plantings of European larch were made and on the 
other, Scotch pine was planted. Two more plots on Little Bear Creek 
were established and planted to European larch and Scotch pine in 
1912. Also, box elder and honey locust plantings were made in Dark 
Canyon in 1912. These plots were examined in 1925 and 1926. It was 
found that the Scotch pine had a fair survival, but the trees were 
stunted and of poor thrift. In the case of the larch, both survival 
and rate of growth were very poor. The box elder and honey locust 
plantings in Dark Canyon were all dead. These studies were discon
tinued in 1926. 

The responsibility for detecting fires was entrusted almost 
entirely to lookouts. The lookout system functioned through the 
following units in 1920: 

1. Primary Lookouts stationed on the highest 
peaks; commanding a maximum range of territory. 
As a rule, their duties are solely to discover, 
locate and report fires. 

2. Secondary Lookouts stationed on less prominent 
peaks which command a shorter range. Generally, 
they are maintained only during the most critical 
period of the fire season, and are intended to 
afford a more intensive control over areas 
covered, to some extent, by the primary stations. 
Usually their work is identical with that of the 
primary lookouts, except that they may be called 
upon to suppress any fires which lie within strik
ing distance. 

3. Chaser Lookouts stationed on strategic points 
connected with telephone and functioning primarily 
as fire chasers but used in intensifying the 
detective control up to the time they are needed 
as a fire chaser. 

4. A Central Platting Agent or Dispatcher whose 
main functions are to look after technical work 
of the lookouts, plat locations, and, in the 
absence of the local ranger or warden, to act as 
dispatcher. 

5. Fire Chasers located at strategic points 
throughout the district and always within easy 
summons of the telephone (Osborne 1920). 
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THE OSBORNE FIRE FINDER 



CCC Lookout on Aldrich Mountain - 1935 
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Evans and Fisk Mounting Firefinder at Dixie Butte Lookout 

The 1922 Fire Plan instructed: 

All Forest officers will have watches in good 
order and a check will be made with the Central 
Dispatcher at least once daily. Forest officers 
will provide themselves with supplies to last 
them through the danger period. Necessity for 
this must be impressed on the short term men. 
All members will be held strictly accountable 
for the complete extinquishment of fires of which 
they are in charge. A thorough investigation 
of all man-caused fires and criminal action 
against the offender is required. All Forest 
officers whose duty it is to suppress fires must 
be ready to start immediately day or night. 
Advance preparation for a quick get away must be 
made by all. Rations and equipment must be ready 
for an instant start. If you use a car it must 
be kept packed, complete with tools and supplies 
for immediate action. If you use horses it is 
not expected you will keep them packed or even 
tied, but it is expected that these horses will 
be kept very close by your camp and if you have 
a mean horse to catch, he must be held in such 
a manner that you can get him without loss of 
time. The pack outfit can and must be packed. 
Make it your first job after a fire to pack the 
outfit for the next. Ten minutes is the time 
allowed in which to make a start unless you have 
to telephone for further directions or get help. 
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The Fire plan recognizes no Sundays or holidays. 
When a fire is reported, immediate action is 
demanded, starting day or night. If at night, 
travel as far as you can make headway. It is 
imperative to arrive at daybreak or earlier, if 
possible. You must turn to advantage every minute 
available, before the heat of the coming day. 
There must be reasons and not excuses for all 
abnormal delays in overnight fires. The burden 
of proof will be on you. This rule is imperative, 
and is not a matter of personal judgment (USFS 
Files). 

Considerable changes were made in fire control policy and 
improvements during the period from 1921 to 1939. The transportation, 
communication and detection systems were extended. During this 
period, the following lookout houses were constructed: Strawberry in 
1921, Fields Peak in 1922, King Mountain in 1923, and Lake Butte tower 
in 1924. At the end of 1924 there were 126 miles of roads and 305 
miles of telephone line in use on the Forest. 

With the exception of the year 1924 there were no large fires 
on the Forest during this period. 1924 was a very dry year and 
several fires occurred. The largest of those was the Grub Creek fire 
on Indian Creek which burned 900 acres. 

In 1924 the policy of sending the nearest man to the fire, 
regardless of its location or the ranger district upon which the fire 
occurred, was put into effect. Also, all Forest visitors, except 
regular grazing permittees, were required to secure a campfire permit 
before building a campfire on National Forest land. 

A 1926 Visitor's List from the Strawberry Lookout contained the 
following handwritten notes by Marvin Klemme: 

Summary of Events: Total number of fires 
reported, 78; number off National Forest, 34; 
number on Malheur N.F., 28; number on Whitman 
N.F., 12; number on Ochoco N.F., 3; number on 
Umitella [sic] N.F., 1. 

Origination of fires on Malheur N.F.: From light
ning, 16 or 57 1/7 percent; unknown, 8 or 28 4/7 
percent; sheep camps, etc., 4 or 14 2/7 percent. 

Number of fires sighted in daytime, 77; number 
of fires sighted at night, 1. 

Important mountain peaks visible: Mt. Hood, Mt. 
Rainier, Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Jefferson, "The 
Sisters," Wagontire, Drakes Peak, Hart Mt., and 
Steens Mts., and occasionally a dim outline of 
the Sawtooth range. 
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Fuel and Water used: I used the Chinese system 
in carrying water and carried ten (10) gallons 
at a time. I carried 183 gallons of water and 
melted 97 gallons of snow. I used 11 1/2 gallons 
of kerosene and burned 1 1/2 cords of wood. 

Number of Visitors: 3. They came up to get a 
drink of water. Amount of Mutton donated by the 
"sheep-outfits": 0. Snow has remained up there 
all summer, also snows every month in the year. 
Rains and snows up instead of down. Usually when 
it is warm below it is cold up here, and vice 
versa — the cabin leaks like a sieve during a 
rain. 

For exercise I used the "Physical Torture" system 
which I learned in the U. S. Marines. I read 
twenty-three (23) magazines, four (4) books, wrote 
up six (6) writing tablets and admired the beauti
ful scenery. 

Marvin Klemme at Strawberry Lookout - 1926 

I took thirteen and one-half baths in a wash-pan. 
I had two pet Pack-rats and a half-dozen birds. 

Regrets: I undershot the Wolf Creek fire three 
miles and it became a three-hundred acre fire. 
That I was obliged to leave before the "fire 
season" was over. 
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Remarks: I believe that there should be some 
kind of a cook-stove up there as the one now there 
will not bake. I believe that there should be 
a pair of low-powered binoculars to be used in 
locating a fire after it is sighted. I believe 
that there should be a rain gauge to record the 
precipitation. I believe that there should be 
a thermometer and the temperature recorded thrice 
daily, to be checked with that recorded at lower 
altitudes. I think that the "water system" is 
alright as the "lookout" needs the exercise, but 
I believe that he should get a good supply of 
wood up there before the fire season starts. 
I believe that the Weather Bureau could secure 
valuable information by equipping this station 
with the proper instruments (USFS Files). 

By 1930 about fifty miles of additional telephone line was 
strung, roads were improved and greater importance was placed upon 
fast getaway and initial attack. 

As early as the year 1910 airplanes were used in locating fires 
and in scouting going fires. The first record found of the use of 
a plane on the Malheur was in September 1928. The portable fire pump 
was first used in fire suppression on the Forest in 1934. 

The Flying Squadron unit idea was conceived and the first squad
rons organized during this period. In 1928 the Blue Mountain Flying 
Squadron was organized. Personnel from the Malheur, Whitman, Umatilla 
and Wallowa Forests made up the unit. The squadron idea was developed 
in order that a trained flexible unit would be available for project 
fires anywhere in the Region. C. W. Waterbury, M. R. Hankins, George 
Donaldson and Guy Willingham of the Malheur served on the squadron. 
The Blue Mountain Squadron was called on the Dollar Mountain fire 
in 1929. 

A full-time staff position was created in the Supervisor's Office 
in the spring of 1925 to assist in fire control activities. Ranger 
Radigan was transferred to this position from the Bear Valley Dis
trict. The short-term force was brought together in the spring of 
1925 for the first group instruction in fire suppression, detection 
and smoke chasing. This was the beginning of the Guard Training 
School. 

In 1926 a lookout earned $100 a month. Firemen with horses and 
car received $105, while pick-up laborers on a fire got $.35 an hour. 
Cooks earned $4.50 to $6.00 a day and packers $4.00 to $5.00 per day. 

A lookout house was constructed on Bald Butte in 1927. The name 
of this point was later changed to Calamity Butte. Other lookout 
points used during the latter part of this period and before any 
improvements were constructed on them, were Antelope Mountain, Prairie 
Hill and West Myrtle Butte. 
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A. J. Radigan stated in 1928 that at the beginning of the fire 
season, the summer protective force, lookouts and firemen were sta
tioned at strategic points throughout the Forest, such as Strawberry 
Mountain, Fields Peak, King Mountain, Calamity Butte, West Myrtle 
and Antelope Mountain, from which constant watch was kept for fires 
during the fire season. Firemen were stationed at Prairie City, John 
Day, Murderers Creek, Bear Valley, Crow Flat, Calamity, Lake Creek, 
Crane Prairie, Malheur River, Hiyu and Raddue. A fireman was also 
attached to each road camp. All of these men were trained each year 
before the fire season in the use of the compass, map reading, use 
and care of fire tools and firefighting methods. 

Every day during the entire fire season, the central dispatcher, 
located at the supervisor's office, recorded the weather, temperature 
and relative humidity. He called each morning by phone, every look
out, ranger, fireman and road camp, giving each man the weather fore
cast when available, the correct time and whatever other information 
was to be forwarded to the field. In this way, the entire protective 
force was kept in constant touch. Should a break occur in the tele
phone system, it did not long escape detection and repair. 

If a ranger or fireman was absent from his station, on a fire 
or other work, his location and approximate time of return was noted 
in the central dispatcher's office. 

A lookout, upon sighting a fire, determined its location by the 
use of the Osborne fire finder (see page 156), noted the volume of 
smoke drift, whether or not the base of smoke was sighted, size of 
the fire, type of forest in which it was burning, the number of men 
needed to control the fire, and the location of the fire by local 
landmarks. Immediately following a severe lightning storm, which 
quite often left in its wake from twenty to thirty fires, the number 
of calls and reports handled in a short time was surprising. 

Usually about seventy-five percent of all lightning fires were 
visible within a few hours after the bolt had struck, and the remain
ing twenty-five percent would smolder along from one to two days and 
perhaps two weeks, before enough smoke developed for the lookout to 
detect it. So an area through which a lightning storm had passed 
would occupy the attention of lookouts and firemen for a considerable 
period of time. 

Occasionally firefighters were distracted and were unable to 
give a fire the attention it deserved. One of these situations was 
reported in the Blue Mountain Eagle on 31 August 1928: 

Johnnie had a little still, 
Twas made of tin and wire; 

Damn thing blew up one day, 
And made a forest fire. 

On the afternoon of August the 18th Central Dis
patcher Radigan sent Smokechaser Bob Harryman to 
a fire near Star Springs, with orders for Ranger 
H. R. Elliott to follow as soon as possible. 
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They found the fire in a steep, little narrow 
canyon with the young reproductive fir trees grow
ing as thick as the hair on a dog's back. When 
they arrived the fire was crowning very nicely, 
with a brisk wind helping it along. 

It was plain to be seen that they could not work 
in the face of it so Ranger Mickey Elliott pro
posed they flank her, telling Bob to go to the 
top of the ridge and start down and he, himself, 
would meet him from below. It was done. Bob 
worked half way down but did not see Mick; two-
thirds way down, and still no Mick. Finally fear
ing for the safety of his companion, he abandoned 
work and went in search. 

And there, near the lower end of the fire, wit
nessed one of the most horrible sights imagin
able. There was Mickey, otherwise dignified and 
respectable, down on all fours advancing toward 
the center of the fire with a tense, graceful 
movement resembling a tiger about to pounce upon 
its prey. Immediately he made a desperate spring 
and clutched a dark object to his breast or 
belly. It proved to be no less than our great 
friend John Barleycorn. Nor was Bob long in 
finding moon, in fact a complete moonshining out
fit was uncovered and a dandy at that. 

And after sampling considerable of the evidence, 
what did these two noble firefighters do next? 
Some say one thing, and some say another. Some 
say the action of the evidence helped to quench 
the flames pronto. Others say it worked in the 
reverse and that several sections of virgin timber 
were lost for our Uncle Samuel. To the two con
cerned it all seems far off and indistinct. Bob 
has a faint remembrance of a mopping up crew 
arriving from John Day some time the next day, and 
of returning to the Bear Valley station. Mick 
says the only facts he has clearly in mind is 
the one when he arrived at his home in John Day 
some time the next day and beheld the newest 
addition to his family — 6 1/2 pounds — gender, 
feminine. 

During the season of 1927, an extremely favorable one from a 
fire standpoint, sixty-two fires occurred on the Malheur National 
Forest and burned over a total of eighty-six acres. Of these fires, 
it was determined that fifty-one were caused by lightning; seven were 
campers' fires; three, hunters' fires; and one brushburning fire. 

The average cost of transportation on or to each fire during the 
period 1922 to 1928 was $43 (Blue Mountain Eagle 1928). 
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The years 1925 to 1929 inclusive, were good fire years. The 
largest fires occurring during this period were in 1926, when the 
Stewart Ranch fire burned 700 acres and the Middle Fork of Wolf Creek 
burned over 298 acres. Also in 1929 a fire on Bridge Creek burned 
333 acres before it was contained. 

By 1937 the detection system was expanded, the communication 
network was extended, radio was developed and adapted to Forest use 
and the use of heavy machinery in line construction had its start. 

Thanks to the emergency programs of 1933 to 1935 it was possible 
to construct many new lookout houses. In 1930 a steel tower was 
erected on West Myrtle Butte and a house on Antelope Mountain; in 
1932, Wolf Mountain; 1933, Long Creek Butte, Sugarloaf Mountain, and 
Sheep Mountain; 1934, Flagtail Butte, Black Butte, Lake Butte, Burnt 
Mountain, Prairie Hill, Thorn Creek Butte and Aldrich Mountain; 1936, 
Frazier Point and Table Rock. Some of these stations had been occu
pied before the buildings were constructed. 

In 1930 the Forest purchased a two-ton International fire truck 
and equipped it with six fifty-gallon water drums, a geared air pump 
and 5/8 inch rubber hose for discharging the water under air pressure 
from the drums. The flame thrower for backfiring was first tried 
out in 1931. In 1932 a Decker horse and plow unit was bought. 

Fuel moisture sticks for measuring fuel moisture content were 
developed by the Pacific Northwest Forest Experiment Station in 1932 
and used on the Forest for the first time in 1933. Later, in 1934, 
fire danger stations were established at selected lookout points and 
the fire danger board was put into use. 

A cletrac and Killefer unit was bought early in 1933 and used 
on the Forest for the first time that year. 

The ultra-high frequency radio was adapted to Forest use by the 
Regional Office early in the period. The Malheur bought three Type 
"T" sets for fire control use in 1936. In 1937 the Type "S" portable 
sets were added to the Forest radio equipment. In this year also, 
the Fire Replanning project was started in the Region. 

There were only two project fires on the Malheur during this 
period. In 1931 a smoker's fire on Widow's Creek burned about 6000 
acres before it was controlled. Again in 1936 a fire that was set 
from a burning brushpile burned 861 acres. The Edward Hines Lumber 
Company paid the suppression costs of this fire. 

The short-term force increased as more guard stations and lookout 
houses were erected. Twenty-one guards were hired in 1931. The 
number had increased to twenty-eight by the end of the 1936 fire 
season. In the 1935 season, action was taken on 165 fires. A total 
of only 239 acres was burned during the same year. 
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When the Canyon City fire of 1937 occurred, the Forest Service 
was called upon to assist in fighting the fire. Ed Patterson, a 
Forest employee, put a pump in Canyon Creek and pumped water through 
a one and a half inch hose to the fire site. 

The Edward Hines Lumber Company sale contract required the com
pany to furnish fire protection on the sale area. They built up their 
own fire organization with headquarters at Seneca. A small fire 
truck, portable fire pump and hose, and hand tools were made available 
for fire suppression on the area immediately after logging operations 
began. In 1938 a large fire truck and a cat and Killefer unit was 
added. 

The year of 1939 set an all-time record for fires on the Malheur 
Forest, as well as in Eastern Oregon. On August 24 a lightning storm 
set some forty fires on the Forest. All but three were handled when 
small. The Big Cow Creek Fire blew up on August 26 and developed 
to 30,000 acres; 20,000 acres were on the Wallowa-Whitman National 
Forest. The weather conditions and winds were such that this fire 
crowned night and day for a five-day period. There were approximately 
800 men employed on the Malheur section of this fire and about 1,200 
on the Wallowa-Whitman side. During the same period of the Big Cow 
Creek Fire, the Reynolds Creek and Roberts Creek Fires of 150 acres 
and 1,250 acres, respectively, occurred requiring 400 men to control 
them. 

The total damage to merchantable timber sustained by the Big 
Cow Creek Fire was $186,000. The cost of suppression was $109,000. 

Reseeding Project on Big Cow Creek Burn - 1939 
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Big Cow Creek Burn after Reseeding 

166 



167 

Jack Harryman Examining Successful Reseeding Project on 
Big Cow Creek Burn - 1940 



Aftermath of Major Forest Fire 
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MINING 

Acquisition of mining claims on public land is a right granted by 
the United States Mining Law of 1872. An 1866 mining law confirmed 
existing mining claims and contained the declaration that the minerals 
on public land were open to exploration by all citizens of the United 
States. The miner was given legal protection for his claim, and a 
system was devised by which a lode locator might acquire title by 
patenting. In 1870 the Placer Act amended the 1866 law to provide 
a method of patenting placer claims. These several acts facilitated 
the development of mineral resources of the western States and terri
tories. 

In 1872 the Acts of 1866 and 1870 were repassed by Congress as 
a single statute entitled the United States Mining Law of 1872. The 
principal provisions of the 1872 statute are: 

1. After discovery of a lode or vein, a mining 
claim may be located on a plot of land not exceed
ing 1,500 feet in length along the lode or vein 
and 300 feet on each side of the middle of such 
vein at the surface. 

2. Upon completing the lode location, the locator 
has the exclusive right of possession and enjoy
ment of all surface included within the lines 
of the location for mining purposes and all veins, 
lodes, or ledges throughout their entire depth 
if the top lies inside of the surface lines 
extended downward vertically, even though such 
veins may extend outside the vertical side lines 
of the surface location. 

3. Placer claims located by a single individual 
and based upon a single discovery are limited 
to 20 acres. An association of individuals may 
locate up to 160 acres on each discovery. 

4. Both placer and lode locators are required 
to perform $100 worth of development work per 
claim annually in order to hold their claims 
against subsequent locators. 

5. There is provision for acquiring 5-acre claims 
of nonmineral land for mill site purposes. 

6. The section commonly referred to as the Tunnel 
Site Act gives an individual the right to prospect 
a maximum of 3,000 feet into a hillside, acquiring 
a prior right to all theretofore unknown veins 
and lodes cut by the tunnel; however, no surface 
rights are attached. 
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Badger Mine at Susanville - 1901 



Badger Mill at Susanville - 1901 
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The United States Mining Law of 1872 does not 
sanction the disposal or use of public lands for 
purposes unrelated to mining. 

The 1862 discovery of gold in Grant County was discussed earlier 
in this study. In 1861 a discovery was made by Henry Griffin on a 
tributary of the Powder River, a few miles south of Baker and the 
first white settlement in that area was established at Auburn, five 
miles south of Griffin's strike. By 1864 placer mining districts 
were being exploited throughout eastern Oregon. Large ditches were 
constructed to move water to placer mines where water was scarce. 
One such ditch, the Eldorado, in Baker County, took ten years to 
complete and carried water more than 100 miles from Burnt River to 
placers near the Malheur. Productivity in eastern Oregon was greatest 
from 1863 to 1866. Production from Canyon Creek averaged $22,000 
per week during 1865. By 1914 the mines around Sumpter had produced 
$5,231,000 in gold and silver. (Silver alloyed with gold ranged from 
five to thirty percent and averaged seventeen percent.) 

The minimum gold and silver production was estimated through 
1914 as follows: 

North Fork drainage basin $ 893,000 
Granite Creek 1,033,000 
Sumpter district 1,691,000 
Greenhorn district 1,140,000 
Bonanza 396,000 
Minersville district 36,000 
Whitney Valley 32,000 
Canyon area 15,000,000 
Elk Creek near Susanville 600,000 
Dixie Creek 600,000 
Rye Valley 1,000,000 
Sanger 500,000 
Scattering 10,000 

Total: 22,931,000 
(Brook & Ramp 1968:45) 

The first large-scale bucketline dredge began operation in 
Sumpter Valley in 1913. On 6 July 1916 C. H. Timms, who represented 
Walter Burrill of Portland, started a gold dredge at John Day on its 
journey up Canyon Creek to Canyon City and return. During Mr. Timms1 

time, the dredge handled 10,000,000 yards of dirt and recovered more 
than two tons of gold. 

Dredges also were used along the Middle Fork of the John Day 
below Bates and at Susanville; on Granite, Clear, and Bull Run Creeks 
in the Granite area; on Burnt River near Whitney; and on Clark's Creek 
and Burnt River near Bridgeport. Dragline dredges operated in the 
Sumpter, Granite, Prairie City and John Day areas. In the Sumpter 
area during 1913-1954 approximately $12,500,000 was recovered and 
in the John Day-Prairie City area $5,000,000 was dredged. 
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Loading Chrome-bearing Ore for Haul to Railroad 
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Lode mining developed in 1864 soon after placer mining, and stamp 
mills were erected to crush the ore-bearing rock. Completion of the 
Sumpter Valley Railroad stimulated lode mining in 1896 and that boom 
continued until 1908. Deep mine production in the Sumpter area was 
estimated to amount to $11,350,000 in gold and silver with about five 
percent or $565,000 derived from silver. Copper and lead were also 
mined. In 1927 there were 2566 pounds of copper at $359 and 11,273 
pounds of lead at $902. 

During World War I, 17,525 tons of chrome ore was shipped from 
mines throughout the Strawberry Range. Chrome mining in the area 
was stimulated by high wartime prices in 1916. The ore was shipped 
from Prairie City to Baker via Sumpter Valley Railroad, where it was 
transferred to the Union Pacific Railroad (Thayer 1940). 

The following letter describes early mining and its effects: 

Surface disturbance and actual destruction of 
surface values has necessarily accompanied removal 
of certain minerals and metals from alluvial or 
near-surface deposits. The privilege of locating 
Government land for its mineral wealth was inaug
urated by the various mining laws which date back 
to the middle 1800s. Changes and modifications 
of the original mining laws have continued through 
the years, and changes are still being considered. 
The original mining laws encouraged the develop
ment of mineral resources and the settlement of 
the western part of the United States. Origin
ally, due to the lack of civilization, the vegeta
tive surface resources were of secondary concern 
in value when compared to the real mineral wealth 
that could be gleaned from the land. Consequent
ly, the destruction of rather large areas of the 
surface was tolerated or more likely observed 
with no concern. 

The mining industry has changed considerably since 
the middle 1800s when the first mining laws were 
enacted. In the early days, prospecting and min
ing were done by a large number of individuals 
or small partnerships or corporations. Prospec
ting was based on brute strength; that is, lacking 
the mechanization that is now everywhere evident 
in the mining industry, hand labor was used to 
physically dig through the overburden to bedrock, 
and veins were explored by hand drilling. The 
economy of that period was such that prospectors 
and miners could gain in some instances a fortune; 
but in most, a living from the placer and near-
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surface precious metal deposits on public lands. 
Considering that the miners lived rent free and 
obtained much of their food from the country, 
they did in many instances earn more than the 
going wage in the populous areas. This encouraged 
the tremendous individual efforts expended in 
the removal of mostly precious metal deposits 
in the early history of the west. Base metals 
were needed in the economy of the growing nation; 
however, the winning of these metals from the 
complex sulfide and oxide minerals in which they 
are found required, in many cases, milling facili
ties, but in all cases smelters specializing in 
the different base metals involved. This resulted 
in a technology that could only be furnished by 
a combine of specialists in mining, metallurgy 
and finance. 

The Prairie Diggins Mine Four Miles East of Canyon City in Marysville 
Circa 1875-85 
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With the passage of time, the methods of prospec
ting and mining gradually increased in sophistica
tion. Where hand trenching was done in the early 
days to locate and trace veins, geophysical and 
geochemical methods now detect the presence of 
mineralization and geologic structures under the 
overburden. Machines such as shovels and bull
dozers can now strip and mine large, near-surface, 
low-grade deposits at costs that cannot be ap
proached by underground methods (Letter to Forest 
Supervisor from Milvoy Suchy, 1969, USFS Files.) 
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TIMBER 

In 1916 the Forest contained over six and one-half billion board 
feet of mature merchantable timber, the largest stand of yellow pine 
in the Northwest. Settlers and ranchers in the upper John Day Valley, 
Harney Valley and lower Malheur Valley depended upon this timber for 
their fuel and lumber. At that time, approximately two million board 
feet of lumber was sold for local use; and in addition to this, about 
three-quarters of a million board feet was given to settlers under 
free use permits. 

The revenue derived from timber sales, grazing permits, etc., 
for the year 1914-15 was $16,987.32. Twenty-five percent of all money 
received from sale of timber, grazing fees, use of land for pastures, 
water power and all other uses, was returned to the counties, as pro
vided by the Congress. This was to be spent by county authorities for 
schools and roads. An additional ten percent came back for construc
tion of roads and trails. 

With regard to forest management, the aims in the use of National 
Forest timber were delineated in the 1931 amendments to the 1928 
Forest Manual: 

1. To keep the land growing timber. This is 
the big fundamental job of national forest admin
istration. The greatest value of the national 
forests is not as a reservoir of old timber, but 
as land which is or will be growing wood on every 
acre chiefly valuable for that purpose. If the 
land is not to be used for some other purpose 
after the present stand is cut, the harvesting 
of that stand must promote future growth. 

2. To remove dangers to the new crop and to the 
surrounding timber. It is not enough to provide, 
in a timber use, for the start of a new crop. 
That crop must have the best chance that can be 
given it. Every timber cutting tends to increase 
the fire hazard and may increase the hazard from 
windfall or insects. Diseases are present in 
every old forest. Snags are usually a fire 
menace. It is part of the job of handling a tim
ber use to reduce these hazards by getting rid, 
so far as is practicable, of insect-infested, 
diseased, or dangerous dead trees, and especially 
by keeping fire out of the woods during and after 
logging and by disposing of the slash by the best 
practicable methods. 

3. To grow the largest and best crop possible. 
It is not enough to grow some timber. We must 
grow all we can on the land, and grow the kinds 
and sizes most needed by the people of the coun
try. The present cutting must, just so far as 
it is practicable to provide for it, result in 
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a new stand better than the old in density, and 
in the proportion of the more valuable trees it 
contains. We want to make young stands grow 
faster by thinning them, wherever there is a 
chance to dispose of small material, rather than 
to meet such a need by heavy or clean cutting 
and reproducing the forest. Also, we want to 
grow the larger sizes of timber which will be 
most needed by the public in the future. 

4. To get mature or deteriorating timber put into 
use before it spoils and to secure the closest 
practicable use of the trees cut. A log saved 
is as good as a log grown. Part of the job in 
timber uses is to prevent waste, both in the use 
of the trees cut and by securing the cutting of 
trees or stands which are deteriorating from over-
maturity, from insect infestation, or especially 
with dead timber, from rot or checking. As close 
use of timber as is compatible with sound econo
mics is good business practice. 

5. To obtain a steady and continuous yield of 
useful wood products from each national forest 
unit. The forests were created "to furnish a 
continuous supply of timber for the use and neces
sities of citizens of the United States." None 
will be cut out in a few years, leaving abandoned 
mill towns and sawdust piles as evidence of short
lived prosperity. This requires not only keeping 
cut-over lands in growth, but also the use of 
foresight in the rate of cutting. On forests 
or parts of forests where the demand for timber 
is large in proportion to the supply a plan of 
management must be prepared under which the use 
of timber, considering both old and new growth, 
can be maintained on a permanent footing. In 
planning for sustained or continuous timber use, 
our first duty is to provide amply for the needs 
of local wood users. This will often necessitate 
reserving areas exclusively for nearby communities 
or residents. Where the expected yield is larger 
than is needed for local uses, it is our job to 
furnish as stable and permanent a supply as pos
sible for all industries fed by national forest 
timber, including manufacturing plants whose pro
ducts are shipped into the general markets. This 
means that timber will not be placed on the market 
for new industries if the result would be to cut 
off an existing plant, satisfactory in its utili
zation of the products of the forest, from its 
raw material; and that the rate of cutting by 
an industry may be controlled when necessary to 
safeguard the permanency of the community which 

it maintains. 
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6. To make the disposal of national forest timber 
an efficiently run business, meeting the practical 
requirements of logging and manufacturing indus
tries as far as the foregoing aims permit. This 
calls for standardized up-to-date methods of 
appraising timber; for thoroughness, knowledge, 
and reasonableness in drafting contracts and use 
permits; and for fairness, firmness, promptness, 
and reasonableness in administration. The best 
practice that the experience and ability of the 
personnel of the whole Forest Service has devel
oped must be applied in each case (USFS files). 

An examination of a proposed area preceded each timber sale, 
as it does today. The purpose of the examination was to determine 
whether the timber should be sold and, if so, under what conditions 
and at what price. It was also especially desirable to estimate and 
appraise considerable areas in the vicinity of local communities or 
where any constant local demand existed, sufficient to provide for a 
number of small sales. If the tract had been mapped and estimated 
previously, the examination would determine the methods of marking, 
the restrictions on logging, the fire precautionary requirements, the 
boundaries of the cutting area, the appraisal stumpage prices and the 
specific contract conditions. A clear description of the stand, in
cluding the amount and character of young growth in it, was an impor
tant part of the report, unless the area was of a type well known and 
for which the silvicultural measures were well understood. 

The district forester was expected to prepare, and keep up to 
date, standard instructions to forest officers concerning the examin
ation and appraisal of sale areas, the preparation of contracts, and 
general features of sale administration. The instructions were to 
contain such applications of the stumpage appraisal manual to district 
conditions as were needed, with standardized cost items for wages, 
logging structures, equipment, etc., suited to the local operations. 
They were also to set forth the standard practice for the district 
in marking, fire precautions, slash disposal, utilization, etc., in 
various types; to contain any directions on scaling needed to supple
ment the general instructions of the service; and to cover any other 
points in handling sales or other timber uses where uniform action 
on the part of sales officers would promote efficiency. 

Every timber sale contract was to be a clear statement of the 
obligations of the purchaser and of the government. Its provisions 
represented the application of the purposes and policies of the Forest 
Service in timber uses to the particular case. The purchaser was 
usually required to cut over a definite area, frequently indicated 
on a map which was part of the contract. If the sale was for a speci
fied quantity of timber, an area would be defined within which cutting 
would be done and the scattering of operations would be prevented. 

The estimated cut of timber on the area required to be cut over 
was given by species and products so far as possible and the estimate 
was not guaranteed. Prices were given as unit rates by species or 
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by groups of species of the same unit values, and so far as was prac
ticable, by classes of material. The date set for the completion of 
the contract and for the cutting of specified amounts were to give the 
operator ample time to fulfill his obligations if he was diligent. 

It was essential as a public policy to have the fullest publicity 
given to prospective sales so that citizens might have equal opportu
nities to bid for government property which was on the market. Pub
licity was the best safequard against criticisms of having favored 
particular applicants. For all sales of general interest, and sales 
of regional interest when advisable, a prospectus was prepared prior 
to advertisement. The main object of a prospectus was to interest 
operators at a distance who knew nothing about the timber or the loca
tion and to furnish them with such data as they required in deciding 
whether to visit the tract and consider its purchase. For this 
reason, it was to include full information on the location, amount and 
quality of the timber, the topography of the tract, costs and methods 
of logging, data pertinent to marketing the finished product, such 
as market facilities, railroad routes and available market territories 
and the minimum rates which would be accepted. The prospectus con
tained instruction on submitting bids, and the preliminary and final 
showing of financial responsibility which would be required of the 
successful bidder. A copy of the sample contract was incorporated 
in the prospectus, with explanation of any clauses which may not be 
understood, and any other data necessary to give a clear understanding 
of the timber, logging conditions and the Forest Service requirements. 

All sales in which the timber had a value in excess of $500 were 
made only after advertisement for periods of from one to six months, 
in accordance with the quantity and value involved; and any sale of 
smaller value was advertised or informal bids solicited from possible 
purchasers if there was probability of competition. The final date 
for the receipt of bids was to be stated in the copy furnished the 
publisher when the advertisement was ordered. 

One person in each district office and supervisor's office was 
designated as responsible for the custody of all bids submitted in 
response to sale advertisements and he was not to divulge information 
as to the number of bids received, even to the other members of the 
service. Envelopes containing bids were stamped with the date of 
receipt and filed, unopened, by sales under the date of opening. 
On the day following the final date for receiving bids, all the bids 
submitted were opened by the supervisor or district forester in the 
presence of witnesses. Bidders were asked to be present if they 
desired. The original bids were endorsed with the date opened and a 
list of those present. Bids for lower rates than those named in the 
notice of sale could not be considered. Sales were awarded to the 
highest bidder upon a satisfactory showing of financial responsi
bility. In sales where different rates were bid for different species 
or different classes of material, the highest bid was determined by 
computing the total stumpage value of the sale on the basis of the 
stumpage prices offered and the estimated volume of each species and 
class of material to be cut, and by then comparing these totals. 
All bids could be rejected if urgent considerations of public interest 
had arisen which would make the sale undesirable. 
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Falling Timber with the "Misery Whip" or Crosscut Saw 
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Up until 1921 the Forest Service was concerned primarily with 
fire and watershed protection and the equitable distribution and 
administration of the grazing resources. Very little timber had been 
consumed. Railroad development had stopped just short of the point 
where it would tap the timber resources of the Forest. For this rea
son, and due to the great distances to be traveled, there was a lack 
of development in many industrial lines. 

In 1919 citizens of Harney and Grant Counties began to see the 
huge benefits of the stands of timber in the area. They were deter
mined that in the future this timber be manufactured at a sawmill 
in Burns. Residents of both counties signed a petition asking the 
United States Department of Agriculture for the sale of timber by 
the Forest Service. The timber, located at the headwaters of the 
Silvies River in the Bear Valley District, was cruised and appraised. 
In the area tributary to Burns there was an estimated 6,725 million 
board feet of timber. 

In 1922 the Forest Service advertised for sale 890 million board 
feet of western yellow pine, Douglas fir, western larch, white fir 
and lodgepole pine. This was the largest body of timber ever offered 
for sale in the Northwest, but only a fraction of the total merchant
able timber. 

A comparatively high initial outlay was expected, as it would 
require a large scale lumbering operation, with a thirty-mile railroad 
extension from Crane to the millsite at Burns and a fifty-mile tap 
line from Burns to Seneca. Also needed were five- to ten-mile main 
line branches leading to the timber. The topography comprised easy 
gradients to make skidding comparatively simple and snow conditions 
in winter made sleigh and drag-sled operations practicable. 

The Forest Service estimated the initial outlay in railroad and 
logging equipment, and improvements, exclusive of the railroad connec
tion from Crane to Burns, would be $1,535,500.00. A sawmill, without 
any dry kilns or storage sheds, was estimated to cost $525,000.00. 
Any company making an investment of this size was assured of a twenty-
year contract. The Forest Service proposed to manage this timber 
to produce a continuous yield of approximately 68 million board feet 
annually. An additional 210 million board feet of privately-owned 
timber was within or adjacent to the proposed sale area and it was 
understood that this timber could be purchased at a reasonable price. 

The Sales Prospectus stated that after the sale had been publicly 
advertised, the timber would be awarded to the highest acceptable 
bidder, with no bids to be considered for less than $2.75 per thousand 
board feet for pine or $.50 per thousand board feet for other species 
of timber (USFS Files). 

The History of Edward Hines Lumber Company (Anonymous n.d.) 
reveals that: 

When no bids were received at the sale, the Forest 
Service sent telegrams and letters to various 
lumber companies, including the Shevlin-Hixon 
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Lumber Company, Winton Lumber Company and Edward 
Hines Lumber Company, stating that the sale would 
be readvertised at a reduced price of $2.00 per 
thousand for pine and inquiring if any modifica
tion of the terms of the contract would be neces
sary in order to obtain a bid for the timber. 
On February 28, 1923, the Edward Hines Lumber 
Company replied to the letter of the Forest 
Service stating that it was not interested in the 
timber and it was unnecessary to go into the 
modification of the terms of the contract. The 
Shevlin-Hixon Lumber Company with a mill at Bend, 
Oregon, approximately 130 miles from Burns, re
plied stating, "It is true that we are interested 
in this proposition, but we did not see our way 
clear to pay the minimum price of the timber with 
all the surrounding conditions." The Winton Lumber 
Company stated, "We question very seriously 
whether you would be able to make the price on 
the timber that would warrant anyone making the 
investmpnt necessarv to start an operation there." 

Oregon and Northwestern Railroad Loaded with Forest Logs 
between Seneca and Burns 
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The Forest Service reduced the minimum price from 
$2.75 per thousand to $2.00 and readvertised the 
sale of the timber. Fred Herrick, with a bid 
of $2.80 per thousand and the Brooks-Scanlon 
Lumber Company, with a bid of $2.00 were the only 
bidders. Herrick being the higher bidder and 
apparently having the necessary financial resour
ces, was awarded the timber, and the contract 
with the Forest Service was executed on June 15, 
1923. 

Shortly afterwards, Herrick, with financial assis
tance from the Union Pacific Railroad, began the 
construction of the railroad connection from Crane 
to Burns. It was completed in 1924 and became 
the property of the Union Pacific Railroad. The 
completion of this line afforded the people of 
Burns a railroad connection which had long been 
sought and would not have been obtained for many 
years without the action of the Forest Service. 

Bitter hatred soon developed between Herrick and 
E. W. Barnes, who had become financially interes
ted in several parcels of real estate located 
at or in the vicinity of Burns. Under the terms 
of Herrick's contract with the Forest Service, 
he was required to construct a sawmill and begin 
lumber operations by June 15, 1925. He became 
financially involved and was forced to ask the 
Forest Service for extensions of time to complete 
the project. Herrick's delays and the extensions 
granted to him resulted in unrest and dissatisfac
tion on the part of many people living in Burns, 
and Harney and Grant Counties. Charges were made, 
principally by Barnes, that Herrick had obtained 
the contract from the Forest Service through fraud 
and collusion on the part of certain individuals 
who were employees of the Forest Service at the 
time the contract was entered into with Herrick, 
and had later joined him in the enterprise (USFS 
Files). (See Appendix for further data.) 

When Herrick's dilatory progress regarding the building of both 
the mill and railroad was becoming apparent, Clint Haight, the editor 
of the Blue Mountain Eagle, frequently brought the situation to the 
attention of the local citizens, until he was satisfied the matter 
had been attended to. 

On 6 June 1924: 

Because there is no activity along the line of 
construction of the Herrick railroad into Bear 
Valley is no sign that the people have forgotten 
the terms of the contract with the government 
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which provides for full operation by April 1, 
1925. ...If bona fide intentions for the construc
tion of the railroad are not forthcoming there 
will be a howl that will be heard as far east 
as Washington, D. C. ...We will expect a reason
able compliance with the contract by April 1, 
1925 or the public is going to demand "Why?" 
There is plenty of time to build that road. We 
will expect it. 

13 June 1924: 

...Work days are passing. April 1, 1925 is 
approaching. Nothing is being done. Is he 
[Herrick] trifling with us? 

27 June 1924: 

...Does contract with the government mean any
thing, or does the Department plan one thing and 
tell the people of Grant County another? ...If 
a secret understanding for postponement has been 
made, we want to know. 

30 January 1925: 

Construction of the Herrick railroad into Bear 
Valley has been postponed for another year by 
government sanction. 

6 February 1925: 

Mr. Herrick got his extension. ...and if he 
spends several millions of dollars, he will prob
ably have some more and further extensions of 
time. ...Three million dollars are not spent 
in a day, and Mr. Herrick should not be hampered 
with time limits. 

31 July 1925: 

Fred Herrick rushed through Grant County last 
Friday. We mention this because we regard it 
as news when Mr. Herrick rushes. ...The govern
ment made a contract with the people when it sold 
our timber and set a date for its manufacture. 
This contract has been ignored. ...And in the 
light of these facts the average man on the street 
wonders if there were oral and other and further 
conditions besides those specified in the govern
ment prospectus which called for April 1, 1925. 
...Somebody is responsible for this and all the 
blame is not upon the shoulders of Mr. Herrick 
and it should be the duty of the Oregon delegation 
in congress to determine where the blame is. 
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...[The people] have the right to know why April 
1, 1925 meant nothing, and they have the right 
to know who it was that made the conditions of 
the timber sale meaningless, senseless and silly. 

20 November 1925: 

Is Herrick going to rub it onto everybody and 
build his road when he wants to, where he wants 
to and how he wants to regardless of all? What 
meat does this fellow eat anyway? 

9 April 1926: 

...[Herrick] says he has not the money to build 
this road ...and needs a man with COLD CASH. 
...The Oregon delegation should know and the Chief 
Forester [Greeley] should know that the Portland 
office has approved a man who says he has no money 
with which to fulfill his contract but is looking 
for a man with the "cold cash." How long is he 
going to look for this man and how long is the 
Portland office going to give him to find a man 
with the cold cash? ...If Mr. Herrick is broke 
as Mr. Girard [superintendent of Fred Herrick 
Lumber Company] intimates, he has our sympathy 
for we know what the feeling is and if he never 
did have the money to build this railroad and 
mill, then we want to congratulate him on "hang
ing" it onto the Portland office and getting a 
billion feet of lumber with which to go out and 
find a man with the "COLD CASH." 

23 April 1926: 

...Mr. Fred Herrick is the boy who knows how to 
sidestep the government of the United States. 

28 May 1926: 

... two out of the incorporators of the Malheur 
railroad were former employees of the Forest Ser
vice , and left the service to work for and become 
incorporators of a railroad and timber deal that 
came through the Forest Service. This might have 
had some bearing on the delay. 

On 25 June 1926 Clint Haight delivered yet another jab: 

Chief Forester Greeley has fined Fred Herrick 
$50,000 for being in default with his contract 
with the government. ...In other words, he is 
guilty, just as the EAGLE has contended for the 
past two years. ...But what puzzles the public 
mind is how employees from the Forest Service 
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can control a billion feet of timber, incorporate 
a railroad and then hold it up for three years. 

Colonel W. V. Greeley, Chief Forester of the Forest Service, 
immediately requested an investigation stating, "The Forest Service 
is charged in effect with fraudulent practices and nothing less than 
a full investigation of these charges will be satisfactory to me." 
The United States Senate appointed a committee to investigate the 
charges and the committee, after eleven days of hearings, submitted 
its report on 3 March 1927 (USFS Files). 

The Forest Service was completely exonerated by the Senate 
Committee. Herrick's contract was terminated in light of his failure 
to comply with the terms therein and the timber was once again adver
tised for sale. 

Hines Mill in Operation Near Burns - 1935 

The Edward Hines Company in Chicago was contacted by residents 
of Burns, who were by this time at odds with the residents of Grant 
County where the timber was located. Hines had not operated in the 
West, or cut any government-owned timber before this. They submitted 
a bid for $2.86 per thousand for pine, $1.10 per thousand for Douglas 
fir and $.60 per thousand for other species. The only other bidder 
was Fred Herrick, whose bid was rejected because of a lack of finan
cial resources. Hines and the Forest Service signed a contract on 
21 June 1928, and shortly thereafter, Herrick's interests in the 
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unfinished railroad and sawmill were purchased by Hines for 
$827,000.00. Businesses and schools took a holiday in Burns on 22 
January 1930, when Secretary of Agriculture, Arthur M. Hyde, touched 
an electric button in Washington D.C., starting the operation of the 
Hines mill. 

The agreement between Hines and the Forest Service, was to run 
for a five-year period and every three years thereafter the prices 
were subject to reappraisal by the Forest Service. 

High Quality Pine Southeast of DeWolf Sawmill 
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Southwest of Seneca on Shirttail Creek, Camp One was built in 
1928 by Mr. Rennis DeWolf. He operated the store, and the mill, where 
some lumber and railroad ties were cut. Ernie Wise and Si Thompson 
ran a crew at a gypo logging camp about three miles above Camp One. 
By July of 1929 there were 125 men at work in Camp One and some fifty 
houses had been built. 

Meanwhile, at Seneca, a crew of sixty men were at work. A town-
site was being laid out and a roundhouse, warehouse and terminals 
were being built. 

Hines Shops and Field Headquarters at Seneca - 1935 

An 25 October 1929 issue of the Blue Mountain Eagle informed 
its readers that: 

There will be twenty modern bungalows arise at 
Seneca yet this fall. Half of them are now con
structed. There will be no two the same and they 
will all be painted differently. ...They are 
all modern with baths and all conveniences. Next 
spring they plan on the erection of seventy-five 
houses. The Hines Company now has about 1200 men 
on the payroll, some 300 of which are in Bear 
Valley and Camp One, some seven miles from Seneca 
in the woods. 
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The houses from Camp One were moved to Seneca and by 1931 the 
camp had fallen into disuse. 

Under the Forest Service plan of management, the timber lands 
were never cut clean. In going into a virgin stand of timber, the 
regular procedure called for the leaving of a reserve stand from fif
teen to twenty percent of the original volume. This reserve stand, 
combined with young growth on the ground at the time of cutting, which 
will grow into merchantable size, formed the basis for a second cut
ting operation on the same area sixty years hence, and so on 
indefinitely at intervals of sixty years. It was estimated that under 
this plan, the timber on the Malheur might, if market conditions jus
tified, be cut at the rate of perhaps 120 million board feet per year, 
assuming that they were successful in keeping out destructive forest 
fires or serious attacks of insects and tree disease. At $3.00 per 
thousand board feet, the potential money producing power would be 
represented by an income of $360,000 per year for the first sixty-year 
cycle. 

Loader Loading Truck and Trailer for Railroad Spur Several Miles 
Distant - Bear Valley Sale, Hines Lumber Company 

In 1931 the general depression, plus overproduction of lumber, 
had brought increasing inventories with decreasing prices and as a 
result had undermined the solvency of most western lumber operations. 
Lumber production in 1932 was sharply curtailed, reaching the lowest 
figure reported since the Civil War period with consumption at the 
level existing in 18A0. To start production at Burns, the Hines 
Company had invested $7 million, $4 million of which had been obtained 
through the sale and distribution of a bond issue. 
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In common with most lumber company bond issues, default occurred and 
by 1932 a creditor's and bond holder's committee had assumed the man
agement and control of the Hines Company. While a voluntary reorgani
zation was effected in 1933, the bond holder's committee continued 
in charge of the company's affairs until the early part of 1941. 

During 1930 and through the first quarter of 1931 Hines cut 
entirely from the Forest Service timber. Because of the depressed 
conditions existing in the lumber market, this policy was changed 
and from 1931 to 1935 the cut was principally from Hines' own timber, 
which it had acquired from Herrick interests. 

During most of this period of financial depression, the Hines 
mill was forced to operate at a fraction of its capacity. Prices 
for lumber were so low that losses were inevitable. The Forest 
Service contract did not permit a reduction in stumpage prices. In 
addition, the Forest Service marked for cutting a considerable quan
tity of timber which was of such a low grade that the actual cost 
of removal could not be realized. In 1935 the Forest Service modified 
its method of selection of trees to be cut and logging was again con
centrated on Forest Service timber. The maturity selection system 
of marking was adopted in 1936. This economic selection marking was 
put into effect that same year on this Forest. By 1939 Hines had 
completed all of the requirements of its original contract. 

In March of 1939 a Prospectus was issued on the Camp Creek and 
Murderers Creek units. This sale involved an area of about 44,990 
acres on the watersheds of Camp Creek, Myrtle Creek and other tribu
taries of the Silvies River, and an area of about 40,850 acres largely 
on the watersheds of Murderers Creek and Deer Creek. The number of 
board feet involved in this sale were 405 million. In addition to 
the timber within the sale area proper, a considerable volume of tim
ber was included in an optional area within which, by mutual agreement 
between the purchaser and the Regional Forester, logging would be 
permitted under the terms of the agreement. The contract provided 
that at least 50 million board feet should be logged by 1 July 1940 
and that the sale be completed by 1 July 1944. 

Bids were to be received by 14 April 1939. The lowest rates 
considered would be $2.50 per thousand board feet for Ponderosa pine 
and $.50 per thousand board feet for all other species; rates to be 
readjusted on 1 June 1942. The only bid received was from the Hines 
Lumber Company at the advertised prices, and the contract was awarded 
to them. 

There were no material changes in sales policy, administration, 
utilization or practices made during this time. 

The acquisition of the Oregon Lumber Company holdings, involving 
42,000 acres (a majority of which was in the Malheur National Forest, 
and the remainder in the Whitman) was consummated in 1940. 
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During 1940 and 1941 several small land acquisition/exchange 
cases, involving approximately 10,000 acres of land, were consum
mated. Both years, land acquisition was very active. About 7,000 
acres of additional land were cruised during the fall of 1941. In 
December of that same year, the Edward Hines Lumber Company, negotia
ting with the Eastern Oregon Land Company, purchased its holdings 
in the Malheur Forest. There were approximately 21,000 acres and 
137 million board feet of timber. This was not operable to the Burns 
Plant of the Edward Hines Lumber Company. It was expected that it 
would be exchanged immediately under tripartite land exchange proce
dure for the sum of $165,000. The remainder of this area was acquired 
over a period of years through stipulation cutting procedure. 

Better cooperation with the Edward Hines Lumber Company was 
becoming quite evident, as more of the problems were being settled 
locally than had been previously. Improved utilization was also 
apparent. The purchase of the Eastern Oregon Land Company holdings 
by the Hines Company, and the pending land acquisition, constituted 
a big step toward sustained yield in the Malheur River area, and 
would allow the Hines Company to increase its yield to approximately 
100 million board feet a year (USFS Files). 

Mill at Bates about 1950 
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World War II caused heavy inroads on the nation's forests, as 
wood became a critical war material needed for barracks and canton
ments, ships and docks, war plants and war housing, gunstocks, explo
sives , airplanes, boxes and crates for war supplies, and hundreds 
of other essential uses. The Armed Forces used a greater tonnage 
of wood than of steel. Many peacetime activities were curtailed, 
such as the nationwide forest survey, reforestation work, and land 
acquisition. The Forest Service, however, was called upon for num
erous special war jobs: surveys of war requirements and supplies 
of forest products; constant manning of lookout stations as part of 
the Army aircraft warning system; emergency fire protection measures; 
numerous important studies and tests at the Forest Products Labora
tory; and much other war work. To help stimulate output of wood for 
war needs, a special Timber Production War Project was launched. 
This boosted lagging production and at the same time encouraged log
ging methods that left trees for future use and wasted as little as 
possible. With so many men serving in the Armed Services, regular 
fire protection forces were severely depleted. The Office of Civilian 
Defense established a volunteer Forest Fire Fighters Service to aid 
Federal and State forestry agencies. Conservation agencies cooperated 
in special fire prevention campaigns to make the public more aware 
of the great need of individual carefulness in fire prevention. The 
Japanese made numerous attempts to fire West Coast forests with incen
diary bombs carried by balloons, but were unsuccessful. Paratroopers 
and Army ground personnel were of great assistance in fighting fires. 

Skidding Logs to Landing - 1941 
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Loading Log Truck with Wooden Spar Boom Loader and Tongs 
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SURVEY 

The first surveying done in Oregon was by Sidney Walter Moss, 
a stone cutter by occupation. He was hired by Dr. John McLoughlin 
to plat Oregon City. His qualification for the job was based on one 
requisite: Moss owned a pocket compass. 

In 1850 a Donation Land Law was passed that created the office of 
Surveyor-General of the public lands. Under this law, 320 acres were 
granted to every male settler who was over eighteen and had lived 
and cultivated land in Oregon for four consecutive years. Only town
ship lines were to be run on land deemed unfit for cultivation. In 
other cases, only "necessary" lines were to be surveyed. The only 
way to acquire clear title, or patent, to the land was by a survey, 
so settlers' requests made surveys "necessary." 

Survey Crew on the Malheur 

A survey of townships and ranges began in Oregon in 1851, 

Even so, because the law had provided no required 
time for the donation-land claimants to complete 
their titles, they were often in no hurry to do 
so. In 1857 the Secretary of the Interior in 
his report said that, "not having been empowered 
to hasten the surveys of private land claims ... 
surveying in many townships goes on tardily, 
because settlers still withhold their requests for 
surveys." Because of this, much of the settled 
land was held under incomplete rights. As always, 
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surveys were necessary before the sale of public 
lands, so no public lands were offered for sale 
in Oregon until 1862 (Cazier 1975). 

The Homestead Act, passed on 20 May 1862, allowed a homesteader 
160 acres of public land. After five years he could acquire a patent 
for the land for the cost of the $15 filing fee. Homesteading was 
not allowed on unsurveyed lands, so it was necessary for men like 
John B. David, Samuel W. Lackland, Henry W. Cooke, Bamford Robb and 
countless other surveyors to begin the formidable task of surveying 
Oregon. 

John B. David was one of the earliest surveyors to work in Grant 
County. Around 1879 he noted the following in his field notebook: 

The line through Ranges 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 runs 
through a very rough area broken country in the 
spurs of the Blue Mountains. The land is but 
little value. There is some very fine Fir and 
Pine Timber and plenty of water and Grass. The 
country to the north of the Line a few miles 
becomes much better being mostly Prairie with fine 
Grass and is well watered. To the south the coun
try is rough and Stony with high Mountain Peaks 
rising from the main Ridges. The country there 
is worthless for many miles. 

Through Ranges 2 and 3 and the East half of Range 
24. The country is more [illegible] and the soil 
2nd rate with open Pine and Fir woods and is well 
watered. 

Through Ranges East 1/2 of 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32 and 33. The country is rolling 
Prairies covered with fine Grass and is well 
watered and has a large number of settlers. I 
think there are within 12 miles of the Line on 
the South side near five hundred Settlers with 
three considerable towns. Canyon City, John Day 
City and Dixie. (The first named place containing 
a population of about one thousand inhabitants. 
The two Latter places from one to three hundred.) 
Canyon City is the County Seat of Grant County. 

There are many fine Farms in this vicinity and 
the Country since the termination of the Indian 
War (one year ago) is rapidly Settling up. 

The Blue Mountains are to the East and South of 
the Settlements and afford abundance of fine Fir 
and Pine Timber for buildings, fences and fuel 
(USFS Survey Notes). 
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The system of survey measurement was described as follows: 

The United States adopted the chain unit of linear 
measurement. It was the 17th Century invention 
of Edmund Gunter, an English astronomer. Gunter's 
chain was 66 feet long and was divided in 100 
links. In its early construction it was made 
of iron; later, heavy steel wire was used. This 
wire was in short pieces that were bent at the 
ends so that they formed rings. Three extra rings 
were fitted in between the pieces, so that each 
assembly made up one whole link, or 7.92 inches 
(66/100 foot). Handles, which were adjustable 
and had swivels, were located at the extreme ends, 
giving flexibility to the whole chain. 

Obviously, there were a lot of surfaces to wear, 
about six times as many as the number of links. 
There were also many places for dirt, brush, twigs 
and muck to get into, causing delays while the 
chain was cleaned. The chain required almost 
daily testing to make certain its length was cor
rect. In spite of this, it was not replaced in 
general practice by the steel ribbon tape until 
about 1900. 

In the colonies of the English-speaking people 
in America, the land boundaries were measured 
by the chain unit, the most convenient unit for 
the computation of areas in acres. One acre is 
equal to 10 square chains. The 20.00- and 40.00-
chain public land fractions for quarter and half 
mile distances make the subdivision of sections 
into aliquot parts (called quarter-quarter and 
quarter sections) fairly simple. In units of 
area, these are, respectively, 40 and 160 acres. 
Ten chains along the section boundary gives the 
side of a quarter-quarter-quarter unit, or a 10-
acre subdivision (Cazier 1975:72). 

The Forest Service was not authorized by law to make official 
land-boundary or property-line surveys. These surveys of public lands 
were authorized only by the General Land Office. Forest surveyors 
followed public-survey lines in establishing exterior boundaries, 
which divide Forest land from adjacent lands; inter-forest boundaries, 
which separate two adjoining national forests; and interior boun
daries , which mark the boundaries between the Government lands and 
the private-land holdings within the areas set apart for national 
forests. 

Whenever trespass was likely to occur or there was a need for 
general public knowledge of the exact location of a Forest boundary, 
metal boundary notices were posted at intersections with trails, 
roads, streams and ridges, and at intervals of one-fourth to one-half 
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mile along the boundary. Points where important roads or trails 
intersected the Forest boundary were indicated with signs giving the 
name of the Forest. 

All survey work was carefully and completely reported to the 
supervisor. The lines retraced, marked, or surveyed and the corners 
located or restored were recorded on a map and the points supplied 
with special signs. 

Boundary markings were difficult where corners were lost on the 
public-survey lines. A qualified surveyor from the district office 
was required to retrace such lines for authentic determination. Boun
daries across unsurveyed lands also required a competent surveyor. 
Surveys for the purpose of accummulating data of a topographic charac
ter was undertaken by the Forest Service only in connection with an 
activity primarily for some other specific purpose, or for providing 
information immediately needed for general purposes when it could 
not be secured in a reasonable period through the work of other Gov
ernment agencies. Adequate maps were necessary for general adminis
tration, protection plans, improvement programs, timber sales and 
nearly all other activities. 

In 1930 the following information was to be shown on quarter-inch 
Forest maps: 

Civil boundaries, including international, State, 
county, Indian reservation, fish and game reser
vation, military reservation, national park, 
national monument, and national forest lines. 

Public-land surveys, including grant boundaries, 
township exteriors, and section lines, together 
with the projection of unsurveyed township and 
section lines. 

Cities, towns, villages and post offices. 

Railroads, highways, secondary roads and trails. 
Water bodies, canals and streams, except very 
small streams. 

Relief, comprising merely the main peaks, moun
tains and salient points of important ranges, 
is shown by hachures. 

Triangulation stations and important bench marks, 
with their elevations. 

Cultural features, such as bridges, tunnels, dams, 
power houses, ferries, reservoirs, lookout and 
ranger stations (Forest Manual 1928:13-E). 

Blueprints of all completed maps that were drafted in Washington 
were sent to the regions to be forwarded to the supervisors and 
rangers for final review and correction before they were printed. 
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CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORP 

A reforestation-employment plan was conceived by President 
Roosevelt in 1932, and in 1933 the Civilian Conservation Corp was 
established which by 1935 would employ approximately 520,000 young 
men and involve mass movement of men from the states east of the 
Mississippi River, where about seventy percent of the unemployment 
was located, to states west of the Rocky Mountain region, where 
ninety-five percent of the public domain lay. 

Each CCC company employed 200 men and were supervised by Army 
officers and "local experienced men." Camps were standardized, having 
four barracks buildings, one mess hall, one schoolhouse, bathhouses, 
one latrine block and twelve officers' and service buildings. 

CCC Sowing Bluegrass Seeds in Logan Valley - May, 1935 

Reveille was at 6 A.M. and physical training at 6:30 A.M. 
Enrollees wore a blue denim work or fatigue suit and a renovated Army 
olive drab uniform for dress purposes. After physical training, 
breakfast was served. Roll call and inspection took place before 
their departure for work about 7:45 A.M. The jobs were varied, clear
ing dead wood, planting trees, digging out rocks, or building trails. 
Some might be clearing strips for firebreaks, others building lookout 
towers, telephone lines, small dams, or bridges. Lunch was brought 
to the work project at noon and work was resumed at 1 P.M., continuing 
until 4 P.M., when enrollees returned to camp. From the time they 
returned until dinner at 5:30 P.M., many youths enjoyed some form 
of sports. Most evenings were free and the men usually rode to the 
nearest town for entertainment, the only requirement being that they 
return by lights out at 10 P.M. Weekends were also free. 
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Base pay for a CCC enrollee was $30 per month, with approximately 
$15 allocated to his dependents. 

Salmond (1967:89) described what the CCC did for conservation in 
this nation: 

The CCC left the Nation a vastly improved natural 
resources balance sheet which carried such items 
on the asset side as three billions of trees 
planted, 125,000 miles of truck trails built, 
89,000 miles of telephone lines, 800 new state 
parks developed, 40,000,000 acres of drainage 
ditches, better grazing conditions on the public 
domain and an increasing wildlife population. 
The present and future value of the work completed 
was estimated as having a present and future value 
of $2,000,000,000. 

When the CCC was liquidated, what did the figures 
on conservation accomplishments mean in terms 
of national security, national welfare and the 
future? The truck trails built, the fire towers 
erected, the telephone lines laid and the fire 
prevention and fire hazard removal work completed 
meant that on June 30, 1942 the United States 
had a far stronger forest fire prevention and 
suppression system than this country had ever 
had before. It meant that at a time when the 
Nation faced possible incendiary bombing attacks 
on its vital forest resources, the country had 
the truck trails, the fire towers and the communi
cation systems necessary to combat them. The 
erosion control work done in the dust bowl and 
on southern, middle western, and western lands 
meant that at a time when the Nation's food 
production machinery was being taxed to capacity, 
it had 40,000,000 acres capable of producing much 
more food than would have been the case if the 
Corps had not been organized. It meant that the 
West, which produces the bulk of the beef, wool, 
and hides needed for victory, had more water and 
more grass because of the CCC grazing control 
and water conservation operations. 

The trees planted by the Corps meant that about 
two and one half million acres of lands which 
were bare and unproductive ten years ago are now 
green with growing trees planted by the youngsters 
of the Corps. The millions of man-days spent by 
CCC enrollees on the forest fire front lines in 
years past mean that today this country has mil
lions of acres of growing and mature timber which 
otherwise would have been destroyed. The work 
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done on park lands means that the capacity of 
our recreational areas to accommodate visitors 
had been increased by millions. 

In October of 1937, 150 young men arrived at Canyon Creek where 
they built their camp. They were directed by Lt. Herbert Lindal, 
Company Commander; Lt. Aurelio Basile, Subaltern; Elton Hatch, 
Educational Advisor; and Dr. Bernard Karpel, Camp Physician. The 
buildings constructed by the CCC at Camp Canyon Creek (now the J Bar 
L Dude Ranch) included educational and supply buildings, barracks, 
mess hall, bakery, offices, commissary, infirmary and recreation 
hall. Joe "Herk" Parsons of the Malheur National Forest was technical 
carpenter in charge of construction. He also supervised the CCC when 
the Government Hill project was built on the West Highway in John 
Day. The shop was the first building. A ranger residence was fin
ished by spring of 1937 and in 1938 a storage shop and warehouse had 
appeared, along with an oil house and a residence for the assistant 
supervisor. Following that, a barn, an open machine shed and care
takers residence were built at the site. 

Progress Photo - John Day Administrative Site - Showing Warehouse 
Forms in Foreground, Shop at Right and Oil House, Ranger's Resi

dence, and Assistant Supervisor's Residence to the Rear 

The Idlewild and Wickiup campgrounds were constructed by the 
CCC enrollees and fourteen other Forest camps were maintained by 
them. Other projects during the four years the men were here, include 
the building of fences, lookout towers, equipment, cattle guards, 
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corrals, signs, markers, monuments, and truck trails. Forest stands 
were improved, forest fires fought, roadsides and trailsides cleared 
of fire hazards, surveys completed and work done on rodent and pre
datory animal control. 

After the young men were called into World War II, the camp buil
dings were removed and the lumber used for other purposes. 

The Civilian Conservation Corp was liquidated in 1942. 

CCCs "Fishing" with Grappling Hooks for Drowned Federal Veterinarian 
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CCC Boys Examining Nuggets Taken from Sluice Box - 1938 

CCC Boys on Scaffold at Day's End 
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Infirmary Kitchen 

Craft and Carpentry Shop Recreation Hall 

Music and Lounge Room Company Mess Hall 

Camp Canyon Creek 
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RECREATION 

Before the formation of Malheur National Forest, recreation in 
and around the small towns of the area consisted mainly of local 
Saturday night dances in the various grange halls, hotels or barns. 
Hot springs in the area, however, drew a number of people to their 
mineral baths, and those bathers and picnickers stayed to enjoy the 
dances, card games and other activities. 

Mount Vernon Hot Springs Resort was located two and a half miles 
north of Mt. Vernon. It was an area utilized by Native Americans 
before its discovery by the early miners and ranchers. A hotel was 
built of red brick and the hot sulphur water was piped directly from 
the springs to the rooms where baths were furnished. The best rooms 
with special board and private baths were $14 per week. Good room 
with board was $10 a week. Camping privileges were free, with campers 
charged $2 a week for the baths. 

A souvenir booklet stated: 

Brewed in the furnace of the earth; distilled 
in the subterranean cavity of the unknown depth, 
this marvelous water of nature bursts from 
Plutonic realms, bubbling, sparkling, laden with 
the alchemy of nature to bless mankind and to 
ameliorate the thousand ills that human flesh 
is heir to. 

...The mud baths are especially valuable in cases 
of long standing joint lesions and chronic skin 
disease. Those suffering from rheumatism, gout, 
skin disease, kidney or bladder trouble, syphilis, 
or any catarrhal condition of the stomach find 
instant relief and in most cases permanent cures 
are effected in from two to six weeks. In fact, 
if your health is run down from any cause there 
is nothing that will do you so much good as a 
short stay at this wonderful health resort. Anyone 
wishing to quit the whiskey or tobacco habit will 
find wonderful assistance in this most remarkable 
water. 

...Milk, butter, eggs, meat, vegetables, and in 
fact all of the products of the farm are supplied 
to campers, who are welcome to all of the accom
modations of the springs and grounds.. Pasture, 
hay, grain and stable room can be secured on 
request. In fact it is the purpose of the pro
prietor to cater to all of the wishes and whims 
of his guests and to supply every want conducive 
to their comfort and pleasure. 

210 



Mt. Vernon Hot Springs 



...Hot mineral springs water from these springs 
comes from several places and the springs have 
been walled up with cement. The temperature of 
the water is 108 to 121 degrees. Analysis taken 
of the water at the springs shows strongly the 
presence of sulphur iron compound, soluble sili
cates, calcium sulphate, sodium sulphate and 
sodium chloride. The springs run about 25,000 
gallons every 24 hours. 

The testimonial of one Adam Gordon was included in the resort's 
brochure: 

"I will say that I reside at Mt. Vernon, Grant 
County, Oregon; that I have lived in Grant County 
since 1867; that after being afflicted with rheu
matism for two years I was taken to the Mt. Vernon 
Hot Springs in the year 1869, and as there was 
no bath house at that time I lived in a tent and 
bathed in a hole dug in the ground, and I am 
satisfied that the hot medicinal water cured my 
rheumatism, and I have never had it since." 

ADAM GORDON 

Ritter Hot Springs, located on the Middle Fork of the John Day 
River, was originally named McDuffee Hot Springs after its discoverer, 
William Neal McDuffee, an early packer between Umatilla and the John 
Day mines. The Ritter post office was named for Rev. Joseph Ritter 
and when the post office was moved from his homestead to the store 
at McDuffee Hot Springs, the resort became known as Ritter Hot 
Springs. The Charles Davis family bought the resort in 1896. There 
was a cabin over the spring so that people could bathe in 110 degree 
water in any weather. 

After the original log hotel and home was destroyed by fire in 
1903, a new, larger building was constructed and a dance hall was 
also built. Some 200 people attended dances, which were held about 
every two weeks at the resort, after cars made Ritter more accessible 
(Blue Mountain Eagle 23 November 1972). 

The Blue Mountain Hot Springs, twelve miles east of Prairie City, 
was located in 1865 by Doc Anderson in association with Thomas Howe. 
In 1884 it was purchased by Groth and Thompson. The springs were 
known for the medicinal quality of the water and four bathtubs were 
being used in 1870. The hotel was fronted by a log house that had 
been used as a retreat for early settlers during the Bannock conflict 
in 1878. Every Saturday night there was a big dance crowded to capac
ity. All summer the sixty-acre grounds were used for campers and 
picnickers. The area was timbered and cool during the hot summer 
days and the John Day River ran through the resort, affording good 
fishing (Blue Mountain Eagle 1928 Special Edition). 
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Blue Mountain Hot Springs - 1920-30 



The Forest Service felt recognition should be given to the 
occurrence within the national forests of mountains, cliffs, canyons, 
glaciers, streams, lakes, and other landscape features; natural for
mations such as caves or bridges; objects of scientific, historic, 
or archaeological interest; timber, shrubs and flowers; game animals 
and fish; and areas preeminently suited as sites for camps, resorts, 
sanatoria, picnic grounds and summer homes. No plan of national for
est administration was considered to be complete which did not con
serve and make these fully available for public use. Their preser
vation, development and wise use was an important feature and was 
to be coordinated with the production of timber and forage and the 
conservation of water resources. 

In 1916 wagon roads were being constructed by the Forest Service 
to make the Forest more accessible. The stated purpose of the Forest 
was: 

"...to assure the perpetuation of the timber sup
ply, to prevent the destruction of the forest 
cover which regulates the flow of the streams, 
to preserve the areas as public recreation 
grounds, and, in general, to provide for the 
wisest use of all resources (USFS files)." 

The Forest contained excellent hunting grounds and the streams 
were filled with game fish. Bag limits were: Buck deer with horns, 
three during any season; silver gray squirrel, five in any seven con
secutive days; ducks, geese, rails, coots and shore birds, thirty 
in any seven consecutive days; Chinese pheasants, five in one day 
including one female, and ten in any seven consecutive days, including 
two females; grouse, prairie chickens and sage hens, five in one day 
and ten in any seven consecutive days; quail, ten in any seven con
secutive days; doves, ten in one day or twenty in any seven con
secutive days. 

Trout and salmon over six inches, seventy-five fish or fifty 
pounds in any one day; trout and salmon over ten inches, fifty fish 
or fifty pounds in one day; bass, crappies, Williamson's whitefish, 
catfish and grayling, fifty pounds in one day. 

In an official report in 1919 Cy Bingham estimated that there 
were twenty elk and 1,150 deer living on the Forest, with five elk 
and 195 deer being killed annually by legal hunters. If this estimate 
seems a little low, a more recent estimate made in 1942 may seem a 
little high. In 1942 there were an estimated 1,900 elk and 55,000 
deer on the Forest. In the interval, there were better law enforce
ment and predator extermination programs and an increase in browse 
plants, on which the deer live, to account for the increase. 

Poaching was a problem in the early days, partly because of in
adequate game laws and poor enforcement of same, and partly because 
game laws were a new thing. In the spring of 1914 a year-long game 
warden was appointed by the State for Grant County. The new game 
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warden was I. B. Hazeltine. It was reported that he was very effi
cient and gave complete satisfaction throughout the county. The For
est officers were expected to help him with his work when possible, 
and they did so. Mr. Hazeltine's success made an impression on Super
visor Bingham and he wrote in his annual report that Hazeltine "car
ries out his work absolutely without fear (USFS Files)." 

An article in the 30 January 1925 Blue Mountain Eagle described 
a novel business endeavor on the part of Hazeltine: 

District Game Warden Hazeltine several years ago 
brought into this county several species of the 
edible bull frog; the kind that made French cooks 
famous. He started them out in their home along 
the sloughs fringing the John Day River below 
the town of John Day and on down toward the Danby 
Ranch. He reports that they are doing well and 
has demonstrated that they will thrive in this 
locality and in this climate. Raising these frogs 
has become an extensive and profitable business. 
In the markets of the cities they are in keen 
demand, and it might transpire that some day in 
the future, the warty, ugly, clumsy bull frog 
may be responsible for the bringing of many thou
sand dollars to Grant County. 

Antierless Deerhunters Camp on Murderers Creek - 1938 
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The first records located of Forest visitors reveal: 

Hunters and By Pedes- Average 
Campers Fishermen Auto Other trian Total Use 

1916 150 644 185 113 35 1127 2.5 days 
1919 250 550 200 200 — 1200 3 days 

Recreation as a Forest activity came into the picture around 
1924. A record of the number of Forest visitors, campers and tourists 
was kept and the number reported was 1,550 that year. Recreation 
continued to become more important from year to year. In 1931 there 
were only five improved campgrounds on the Forest. By 1933 this num
ber had increased to sixteen, and over 6,000 users were estimated 
to have visited the Forest that year. It was not until the CCC era 

Tom Bennett and A. V. Meyers Packing Doe to Camp - 1938 
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and afterwards that much was done about providing camprounds and other 
improvements for vacationers and picnickers. The number of improved 
campgrounds was increased to twenty-four by the end of the 1937 fiscal 
year and it was estimated that more than 16,000 recreationists had 
visited the Forest that year. This large increase in the number of 
Forest visitors was caused largely by an influx of deer hunters from 
other parts of the State during the hunting season. The mule-tailed 
deer population had increased rapidly and more and more hunters con
tinued to come to Grant County in September and October of each year. 

The first plan for recreational development of the Strawberry 
Lake area was presented by Supervisor Reid in 1922. A fair automobile 
road led to within 3.5 miles of the lake. Even then, local sentiment 
favored leaving areas such as these inaccessible to automobile and 
general transient traffic. About 500 visitors reached the lake an
nually for a combination of hunting, fishing, camping and huckleberry 
picking trips of about a week's duration. The most popular season 
was from July 15 to September 15. The 6,300 foot elevation allowed 
snow to remain generally throughout the summer. The nights were cold 
and the water not warm enough for swimming. 

There was a fish hatchery station and cabin at the south end 
of the lake, operated by the State Game Commission. A pasture was 
also maintained for saddle horses of the Commission and Forest Service 
personnel. Plans were afoot to place a few tables, latrines and gar
bage pits on the east shore. 

In his report, Supervisor Reid commented: 

The site is not inspiring. This lake in any other 
natural scenic or recreational vicinity would 
be passed by as unattractive. The future will 
never see Strawberry Lake of more than immediately 
local reputation (USFS Files). 

Reid felt that an area of about thirty acres should be retained 
as a public campsite on the east shore of the lake because of its 
restful topography and sufficient shade. It would be necessary to 
do extensive clearing for the safety of visitors, as there were a 
large number of falling snags. 

An area of about twenty-five acres were to be dedicated to club 
development, and in fact, the Boy Scouts had already indicated that 
they wanted to develop a lodge site and athletic field. 
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Strawberry Lake from North End - 1938 

Another area of thirty acres was the portion occupied by the 
Oregon State Fish Commission as an egging station. Reid could foresee 
some water distribution problems to be worked out, because prior use 
by either the State or the public would spoil the use of the water 
for one or the other. In other words, the current must go over the 
fish eggs first to prevent mildew, etc. However, after the water 
flowed through the troughs, it would be unfit for domestic use. 

Reid believed that an area on the west cliffs could be devoted 
to summer cabins. This provided the best view and encompassed 110 
acres. A summer resort hotel site could be located on twenty acres 
of a rock bluff, while a stream flowing into the west side of the 
lake might be developed into a water system for the area. 

The immediate development of the site, however, was not recom
mended by Reid. He felt it was too expensive and also that there 
were too many areas outside to detract from this site. He noted the 
majority of the local citizens would rather see this area remain in 
its virgin state. 

By 1932 the proposals for recreation development at Strawberry 
Lake had been hanging fire for a good many years. Supervisor Ewing 
and F. W. Cleater, Recreation Examiner, submitted a memorandum at 
this time, also suggesting no road be constructed to the lake and 
that a wilderness flavor be kept. They felt there should be a public 
camp, a packer station, an organization site for Boy Scouts or other 
similar youth club, and a state hatchery. Summer houses were excluded 
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from their plans, as it was felt the general public would be better 
served by having the majority of the environs kept public. 

In 1941 this area was designated "The Canyon Mountain Roadless 
Area." The boundary of the area enclosed the main Canyon Mountain 
divide and Strawberry Mountain. It contained all of the major timber 
types of these mountains within the relatively small area of 27,000 
acres. With the exception of mineral deposits, this area had greater 
value for primitive recreational use than for commercial exploita
tion. It was an area in which logging costs would have been very 
high for the small quantity of commercially valuable timber within 
the area, and the extremely high cost of road construction would have 
almost eliminated demands for motor transportation into it. Public 
sentiment favored the creation of a roadless area. It was felt that 
in the future the area offered an opportunity for nature lovers and 
recreationists to see, within a limited space of time and area, var
ious cover types and geological formations of the Blue Mountains in 
their natural state. Formal dedication of this area took place in 
1945. 

USFS files reflect the following description of the area in 1948: 

The Strawberry Mountain Wild Area extends to 
within five miles of the City of John Day. Its 
boundaries enclose the Strawberry Range, which is 
made up of Strawberry Mountain, Pine Creek Moun
tain and Canyon Mountain. This rough and rugged 
terrain parallels and overlooks the John Day Val
ley and embraces the highest country in the Mal
heur Forest. In an area of 34,000 acres there 
are all of the major Eastern Oregon timber types 
in their virgin state. It is a botanical garden 
including most of the species found in the Blue 
Mountains. The tract is also geologically inter
esting because it has not only recent lava flow, 
but pockets and fingers of sedimentary deposits 
containing gold, chrome and other minerals. 

The following five beautiful mountain lakes lie 
within the Strawberry Mountain portion: Straw
berry Lake, Little Strawberry Lake, Slide Lake, 
Mud Lake and High Lake. These lakes offer fire 
trout fishing in a setting of scenic loveliness. 
A forest road leads south from Prairie City up 
Strawberry Creek a distance of eleven miles to 
Strawberry Camp. From here, well-blazed trails 
lead to Big and Little Strawberry Lakes, and to 
Slide Lake. The Indian Springs road north from 
Logan Valley passes within one and one-half miles 
of High Lake. From here a Forest Service trail 
leads to the lake and then to Mud Lake, which 
is an additional two miles further. From the 
end of the Indian Springs Road, a good trail ex
tends for three miles to the top of Strawberry 
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Mountain. This is the highest peak on the Mal
heur Forest, with an elevation of 9,056 feet. 
A trail from the end of the Indian Springs road 
also leads west to Pine Creek Mountain. 

View of High Lake from Hillside Northeast of Lake - 1933 

Pine Creek Mountain forms the headwaters of Pine 
Creek on the north and Canyon Creek on the south. 
Here the Canyon Creek Archers Area extends into 
the wild area. Mule deer are abundant, and be
cause rifle hunting is not allowed in the Archers 
Area, the deer are not very wild. Elk are also 
found here. Other wildlife include black bear, 
cougar and coyotes. There are trails in each 
of the three main forks of Canyon Creek that lead 
into this area from the south, and a trail from 
Baldy Mountain enters the area from the north. 

On the west end of the Strawberry Range is Canyon 
Mountain. The upper portion of this mountain 
is barren rock. It is steep and rough, and is 
especially attractive to mountain climbers. It 
is about a three-mile hike from the highway to 
the top of Canyon Mountain. The Three Flags High
way passes within one mile of the west boundary 
of the Wild Area. There is over 4,400 feet dif
ference in elevation between these points. Canyon 
Mountain has an elevation of 8,029 feet. There 
is a low standard road up Little Pine Creek to 
the saddle between Little Canyon Mountain and 
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the main Canyon Mountain. This road ends at an 
elevation of 5,400 feet, and is within two and 
one-half miles of the top of Canyon Mountain. 
The road along Little Pine Creek passes many old 
mining claims that were so famous during the Can
yon City gold rush, which began in 1862. There 
are no improved trails within this section of 
the Wild Area. Each climber can use his own 
judgment in selecting a route to the top of this 
rugged mountain (USFS File). 

The name was changed to "The Strawberry Mountain Wilderness" 
with the enactment of the 1964 Wilderness Act and the resources and 
values are protected today. 

Magone Lake, twenty-five miles northeast of Mt. Vernon, was 
created in the early 1800s by a landslide. Trees can still be 
observed below the water's surface. This popular camping and fishing 
spot was named for Major Magone, a former civil war officer. Magone 
stocked this mountain lake by carrying buckets of trout attached to 
a yoke across his shoulders to Enos Creek on the Trowbridge Ranch 
and then up the nine-mile trail to the lake (Williams 1973:n.p.). 

For years, Grant County has also been used as an outdoor 
classroom for geologists, with extensive investigations of both the 
geological formations and the fossil beds (which have been declared 
a National Monument). Picture Gorge, Sheep Rock, Cathedral Rock, 
Kimberly Dike and Sunken Mountain, all located in the Lower John Day 
River Basin, and Strawberry Mountain are all tourist attractions. 
The Clarno and John Day beds in this basin are world famous for yield
ing fossilized bones, leaves, mammals, and petrified wood buried by 
volcanic ash. Special interest areas are the Alaska Cedar Grove, 
southwest of Mt. Vernon near Fields Creek in the Bear Valley District; 
Arch Rock, on Camp Creek near the mouth of Cougar Creek in the Long 
Creek District; Vinegar Hill-Indian Rock area, north of the Middle 
Fork of the John Day River on the boundary between the Malheur and 
Umatilla Forests in the Long Creek District. 

The following statistics of 1940 and 1979 relate to recreation 
on the Malheur National Forest. Although 1940 is reported in actual 
numbers and 1979 by visitor days, one is still able to observe the 
increase in use over this period: 

1940 - Campers 7,500 
Picnickers 6,000 
Winter Sports 90 
Enjoying Forest Scenery 2,000 
Merely passing through 50,000 
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1979 

Activity Facilities Use in Visitor Days 

Camping 27 developed sites 60,300 
Picnicking 5 picnic areas 11,000 
Hiking/Riding 250 miles of trail 7,300 
Winter Sports Dispersed areas and 

1 sledding hill 10,100 
Wilderness Use 33,003 acres 15,500 
Driving for Pleasure 4,600 miles of road 38,400 
Fishing/Boating Rivers/streams/lakes 22,800 
Hunting Dispersed areas 73,500 
General Dispersed areas 46,100 

285,000 
(USDA 1979) 

Wickiup Campground - Canyon Creek - 1937 
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Fishing Magone Lake 
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Wickiup Campground Ampitheatre - 1937 



Starr Ridge Win
ter Sports Area. 
Initial Clearing 
for Toboggan 
Course - 1937 

Starr Ridge Ski 
and Toboggan 
Course - 1939 
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Bob Bailey Packing Doe to Camp - 1938 
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Fire Guard Training Camp - 1938 
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APPENDIX I - PLACE NAMES 

There are many colorful place names on the Malheur National Forest. 
Most of these sites were named after individuals who lived nearby. 
However, some were christened because of some event which may have 
taken place. Below are some of these names and their origins 
according to oral history. The accuracy of these are not completely 
verifiable, but are interesting nonetheless. 

Aldrich Mountain received its name in the 1860s. After Billy Stewart 
moved into the Murderers Creek country from the Dayville 
area, he built a cabin and some corrals and bought some 
purebred shorthorn cattle. In 1867, 3,500 Paiute Indians 
came into the area to steal horses and prepare for an 
Indian War in Idaho. Billy vacated his cabin and took 
to the rims north of the ranch and watched the Indians 
kill his cattle and steal his horses. Two Indians finally 
found his tracks. Billy saw them and deliberately led them 
through a narrow pass under a cliff. The Indians did not 
come through the pass. Later, the Indians spread out and 
began circling a point on Aldrich Gulch in an attempt to 
surround sixteen mounted ranchers, led by a man named 
Cummings. The ranchers had been organized to drive the 
Indians off the range. The ranchers fled when they were 
confronted by the Indians. A young man named 0. Aldrich 
was killed by the Indians. Later, the ranchers returned 
and found Aldrich's mutilated body. Today a rock mound 
in the gulch marks the spot where Aldrich was killed. The 
gulch is called Aldrich Gulch and lies on the southwest 
slope of Aldrich Mountain (USFS Files). 

* Austin was named for Mr. and Mrs. Minot Austin, early settlers who 
operated a small store and hotel not far from the townsite. 

* Bates was named for Paul C. Bates, an insurance man of Portland. 
He was instrumental in negotiating the purchase of timber 
lands by the Oregon Lumber Company. 

Beech Creek was named after a man named Beech that lived near the 
mouth of the creek (USFS Files). 

Bob Bennett Spring was named for S. R. Bennett, a ranger at the Crow 
Flat Ranger Station, who ran horses in this area (USFS 
Files). 

* Bridge Creek lay southwest of Austin along the first route of travel 
from northeastern Oregon into the John Day mines. This 
route was at first nothing more than a trail. During the 
mining excitement of the early 60s, the packers made some 
improvements so their work could be carried on more expe
ditiously, and among other things they built some pole 
bridges over what is now Bridge Creek. 
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Buck Cabin, built in 1885, received its name because buck sheep were 
kept there in the summer. The cabin was built by a sheep 
herder named Simmons, who worked for Harvey Fields (Wells 
1970). 

Cap Box Springs was named because Ray Brisbois frequently welded 
handles to metal cap boxes for drinking cups at this site. 
He made several and left them hanging near the springs, 
but they often disappeared and it was necessary for him 
to manufacture new ones periodically (Ray Brisbois 
interview). 

Cheatem Holler was named by Leo Gunther. It seemed a group of fellows 
managed to get a bottle of liquor and retired to enjoy their 
liquid refreshment with Mr. Cheatum. When Cheatum lifted 
the bottle to his lips, Mrs. Cheatum arrived and snatched 
it away from him. Mr. Gunther decided to name the area 
in Mrs. Cheatum's honor (Leo Gunther interview). 

Chicken House Gulch was named for a sheepherder's cabin that was built 
there in the early days and was sarcastically referred to 
by the herders as "The Chicken House" (Wells 1970). 

Cow Gulch is so named because it was a natural collecting point for 
cattle (USFS Files). 

Crow Flat Ranger Station was named after a Mr. Crow, who lived at 
the station site the winter of 1884-85. It was his 
intention to make homestead filings on this land. He had 
a cabin built about one-half mile south of the present 
dwellings (USFS Files). 

Dead Injun Creek was named after an Indian was killed there during 
a skirmish called "The Boys' War," referred to earlier. 
Dead Injun Creek is a fork of Deer Creek (Wells 1970). 

* Dixie Creek was named during the mining excitement of the early 60s 
because there were so many southerners mining along its 
banks. 

Enis Creek and mountain were named after a man that spent some time 
on the creek (USFS Files). 

* Fields Peak was named for Harvey Fields, a pioneer stockman. 

* Flagtail Mountain was named because of the large number of flagtail 
deer that formerly grazed there. 

Goen Creek was named after Billie Goen (Wells 1970). 

Grub Creek was named after a man named Grub that lived at the mouth 
of the creek (USFS Files). 

238 



* Gunther Spring was named for Leo Gunther, a Malheur Forest employee. 

Johnson Creek and Johnson Saddle were named after a timber cruiser 
by the name of Johnson. Johnson had his office in John 
Day (USFS Files). 

Ingle Mountain was named after Billy Ingle (Wells 1970). 

* Izee was named because a local stockman, M. N. Bonham, used the 

letters IZ for his cattle brand. 

Little Weasel Spring was once called "Tin Can" (Wells 1970). 

Laycock Creek was named after County Judge Laycock (Wells 1970). 
Magic Lantern Creek is a tributary of the South Fork of the John Day 

River. According to Wayne Stewart, the light in a small 
cabin on the head of this creek, gleamed through a small 
window about eight inches by ten inches on the west side 
of this cabin. The light was visible for several miles 
and the natives were thus led to use the name of Magic 
Lantern Creek (USFS Files). 

Magone Lake was named after Major Magone. He stocked the lake by 
carrying fish in coal oil cans from the Trowbridge ranch 
to the lake. Joe Veigas and Johnnie Herburger helped Magone 
carry some of the fish. These fish grew to be thirty inches 
long. In later years, Major Magone made headlines when 
he walked from Canyon City to the Chicago World's Fair 
(USFS Files). 

McClellan Creek was named after Theodore McClellan, who ran sheep 
on the creek (USFS Files). 

Modesty Springs on Lick Creek was so named because of the unusual 
anthropomorphic configuration of the stone from which the 
sulphur spring flows. 

Moon Creek was named for a man named Moon who worked for Harvey 
Fields (Wells 1970). 

Moffet Springs was the site of a lumber mill built in 1912 by John 
Farns, Elmer Drewett and Bob Moffet. Besides the mill 
structure, there were houses, a cookshack, springshed and 
a sheepherder's house. The families moved to Drewsey, 
Oregon during the winters and moved back to run the mill 
in the spring. Elmer Drewett buried their stillborn child 
next to a ponderosa pine tree and in 1921 Bob Moffet and 
his wife, Mabel Moffet, buried their baby boy at the foot 
of the same tree. Bob Moffet sold the mill to Elmer 
Drewett, who tried to go it alone, but expenses, payments, 
etc., caused him to give up the mill and it reverted to Bob 
Moffett again. Bob Moffet gave the mill to his son, 
William Perry Moffet, nicknamed Bummer. Bummer and a fellow 
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named Jim Capps tried to run the mill, but lacked the exper
tise. Bummer tried to get Elmer Drewett to return to run 
the mill, but he didn't and the mill became idle. Elmer 
Drewett, when he died, was buried at the mill site next 
to his baby (USFS Files). 

Murderers Creek got its name through the following event: In 1863 
Mrs. I. B. Hazeltine joined a wagon train on its way to 
Canyon City. The train camped for the night at what is 
now Murderers Creek. Mrs. Hazeltine and one or two other 
young ladies of the party were strolling about in the 
vicinity when they found bits of cloth tied to some bushes. 
Following these, they discovered a place under a rather 
high cliff, where they came upon the body of a white miner 
who had recently been killed by Indians. The miner had 
attempted to hide a poke containing $2,000 in gold dust, 
which the girls found and turned over to the captain of 
the wagon train for safekeeping. Mrs. Hazeltine believed 
that this incident enabled the members of her party to 
identify the creek and the name "Murderers Creek" came to 
be generally applied because of this incident (USFS Files). 

* Myrtle Park Meadow was named by Joaquin Miller in honor of his wife, 
Minnie Myrtle Miller. 

Nipple Butte was named after a man by the name of Nipple. It was 
later known as Twin Buttes. The old-timers never did get 
used to the change of names (USFS Files). 

Officer Creek was named after R. V. Officer, who was Mayor of John 
Day in 1910. He homesteaded along this creek about 1890 
(Wells 1970). 

Packsaddle Gap was named for a man who was buried there and his pack 
mule was left in the area (Wells 1970). 

Pigeon Wing is the name of a small stream that runs into Beech Creek. 
The term "Pigeon Wing" was derived from a sharp turn in 
the old road where it was originally constructed prior to 
the 1920s. The road left the creek bottom at this point, 
due to a rock bluff and wound up over a rocky ridge. On 
this rocky ridge was an extremely sharp turn in the road. 
The turn was so sharp that the six-horse teams with trail 
wagons could not easily negotiate it. They would often 
have to unhitch, pull one wagon around, then come back and 
get the other wagon, tie them together and proceed on up 
or down the road. The teamsters called the sharp turn a 
"Pigeon Wing". The name has been applied to the area and 
small stream for more than fifty years (USFS Files). 

Poison Creek was named because of several cows that died there 
after having eaten the parsnips along the creek (Wells 
1970). 
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Placedor Gulch was named after a Mexican rancher, Placedor Bravo 
who lived in the Waterman Flat area. He came to the area 
in the 1880s and died at Mt. Vernon Hot Springs about 1940 
(USFS Files.) 

Rosebud Spring was known as Grouse Spring by the oldtimers. The 
reason for the change to Rosebud Spring is unknown (Wells 
1970). 

* Scotty Creek was named for a pioneer sheepman, Scotty Hay, who had 
a camp and cabin on the stream. 

* Seneca was named for Judge Seneca Smith of Portland. The name was 
given by Minnie Southworth, the first postmaster in 1895. 
Postal authorities wanted a short name, and the word Seneca 
suggested itself to Mrs. Southworth because her sister-in-
law was Mrs. Seneca Smith. 

Shaw Spring should be named Shoul Spring, which was the name of a 
man who lived there. Corruption of the name has passed 
through the use of Shoul, Shawl, and now Shaw (USFS Files). 

Silvies River was discovered by Antoine Silvaille, a member of Peter 
Skene Ogden's 1825-26 expedition (USFS Files). 

Smokey Creek was named because its water was always smoky (Wells 
1970). 

* Strawberry Mountain was first called Logan Butte for nearby Camp Logan 
in the 1860s. To the north of the butte was Strawberry 
Creek, so called because of the wild strawberries growing 
on its banks. Gradually the name Strawberry spread to the 
valley and to the butte, so that the forms Strawberry Valley 
and Strawberry Butte came into universal use. 

Tamarack Creek was named because there were more tamarack trees in 
there than any other species (Wells 1970) 

Thompson Creek was named after Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, who owned a 
ranch two miles west of John Day. They ran sheep and 
horses in the early days (USFS Files). 

Tinker Creek was named after a man named Nelson that ran a jewelry 
store in John Day. Mr. Nelson used to camp on Tinker Creek 
(USFS Files). 

Wickiup Creek, which is a tributary of the Silvies River west of Bear 
Valley Ranger Station, was so named because of the numerous 
Indian camps along the stream (Wells 1970). 

Widow's Creek was named for a widow woman by the name of Warnes, who 
took up a homestead on the creek (Wells 1970). 

(McArthur 1952) 
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APPENDIX II - HERRICK INVESTIGATION 

69th CONGRESS 
2nd Session 

S. RES. 332 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

January 24, 1927 

MR. CAMERON (for MR. STANFIELD) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands and Surveys 

R E S O L U T I O N 

Whereas on June 15, 1923, a contract was entered into 
by and between the United States Forest Service 
and one Fred Herrick; of Saint Maries, Idaho, 
for the purchase by said Herrick of approximately 
eight hundred and ninety million feet of timber 
situate in the United States forest reserve in 
Grant County, Oregon, known as the Bear Valley 
Unit of the Malheur National Forest; and 

Whereas by the terms of said contract the said 
purchaser agreed within a period of two years 
from the date of said contract to construct and 
complete, ready for operation, approximately 
eighty miles of common carrier railroad to a 
designated point within said Grant County, Oregon; 
and 

Whereas by the terms of said contract said Herrick 
agreed to commence logging operations by April 
1, 1925; and 

Whereas it is charged by reliable citizens of Grant 
and Harney Counties, Oregon, that said Herrick 
has failed and refused to carry out the terms 
of said contract as is therein specified; and 

Whereas on two different occasions said Forest Service 
has, since the signing of said contract, granted 
to said Herrick and to the corporations by means 
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of which he is attempting to develop said project 
an extension of one year to complete the perform
ance of said contract, making a total of two 
years' extension which has thus been granted; 
and 

Whereas said Herrick and said corporations are now 
requesting another extension on said contract 
from said Forest Service; and 

Whereas said citizens further charge that one James 
W. Girard, while in the employ of the United 
States Forest Service, in a responsible position, 
in its office in Missoula, Montana, was instrumen
tal in getting said Herrick to bid on said timber 
and to enter into said contract; that soon after 
bids were opened and before said contract was 
signed, said Girard resigned his position with 
the Forest Service and entered said Herrick1s 
employ in the development of said project, at 
an increase in salary of $5,000 per year over 
what he had been receiving from the Government; 
that soon after said contract was signed one Frank 
Klobucher, also an employee of the Forest Service 
in said Missoula office, likewise resigned his 
position and accepted a position with said Herrick 
in connection with said project, at a substantial 
increase in salary; that soon thereafter said 
Herrick, Girard, and Klobucher acted as incorpor
ators of the Fred H. Herrick Lumber Company and 
of the Malheur Railroad Company, which are the 
operating corporations organized by said Herrick 
to develop said project, and said Girard and 
Klobucher became and now are officers, directors, 
and stockholders of and in said corporation; and 

Whereas reliable citizens of said counties also state 
that there are circumstances surrounding said 
transactions which strongly indicate that there 
was fraud and collusion between said Herrick and 
certain officials of the United States Forest 
Service in the making by said Herrick of said 
bid and in the execution of said contract, and 
that said Herrick has told different persons in 
said counties that he would not have entered into 
said contract if he had not been assured in ad
vance by officials of the United States Forest 
Service that he would be granted all the exten
sions of time he desired to complete said con
tract; and 

Whereas on December 4, 1926, the county court of said 
Grant County adopted resolutions in which, among 
other things, it is charged in effect that it 
is apparent that the unusual privileges extended 
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to said Herrick and said corporations, and the 
leniency shown to them in regard to the violations 
of the terms of said contract, have been due to 
the connection between said Herrick and said for
mer employees of the United States Forest Service, 
and said resolution requested that the Oregon 
delegation in Congress demand a complete investi
gation of the original advertising of said timber 
for sale by the Forest Service, and of the execu
tion of said contract, and of all such extensions 
granted, and of the activities of present and 
former employees of the United States Forest Ser
vice in connection with said matters; and 

Whereas said citizens further charge that neither said 
Herrick nor said corporations ever had and have 
not now, sufficient financial resources to perform 
said contract according to its provisions, and 
charge that said contract was secured, as afore
said, as a pure speculation on the part of said 
Herrick and said Girard; and 

Whereas on January 20, 1927, the Legislative Assembly 
of the State of Oregon, without a dissenting vote, 
adopted a memorial in which, among other things, 
it memorialized the Senate of the United States 
to appoint a special committee to investigate 
the facts surrounding the execution of said con
tract and the granting of said extensions of time; 
that such committee be authorized to recommend 
to the Department of Justice the institution of 
proper legal proceedings to fully protect the 
interests of the citizens of said Grant County, 
the State of Oregon, and of the United States: 
Now, therefore, be it 

1 RESOLVED, That the Committee on Public Lands 

2 and Surveys, or any duly authorized subcommittee 

3 thereof, is authorized to investigate and inquire 

4 into all matters and things surrounding and con-

5 nected with the advertising and receiving of bids 

6 for the sale of said timber, the execution of 

7 said contract, and the granting of said extensions 

8 of time to perform said contract. For the purpose 

9 of this resolution such committee or subcommittee 

10 is authorized to hold hearings, to require by 
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11 subpoena or otherwise the attendance of such wit-

12 nesses, and the production of such books, papers, 

13 documents, and records, and to administer such 

14 oaths and to take such testimony and to make such 

15 expenditures therefor, as it may deem advisable. 

16 The cost of stenographic service to report such 

17 hearings shall not be in excess of 25 cents per 

18 hundred words. The expenses of such committee 

19 or subcommittee, which shall not exceed the sum 

20 of $3,000, shall be paid from the contingent fund 

21 of the Senate, and the expenditure of said sum 

22 is hereby authorized for the above purposes. 

23 The said committee or subcommittee shall make 

24 a final report on said matters to the Senate as 

25 to its findings on or before the 20th day of 

26 February, 1927, together with recommendations 

27 for such legislation or action as it may deem 

28 necessary and proper. 

246 



Blue Mountain Eagle 
March 4, 1927 

If the Oregonian's Washington correspondent keeps 
as far away from the truth and the facts in all 
things as they did in the report of the Senate 
investigation of the Forest Service, then it is 
right and proper for its readers to know that 
this department of the paper is not reliable. 
Its attempt to discredit E. W. Barnes was a piti
ful attempt to fool its readers. Without any 
foundation whatever it featured an imaginary bribe 
by Barnes. A mysterious banker, acting in the 
capacity of a messenger boy for Herrick said that 
Barnes offered him $25,000 for the Herrick con
tract, and which the Oregonian called a bribe. 
Senator Walsh of Montana waved this matter aside 
and said that Herrick could sell his contract 
or Barnes could buy it from him and that it was 
ridiculous to consider any such transaction a 
bribe. Yet, this was the incident that the 
Oregonian called a bribe in order to discredit 
Barnes. There was evidence to show that Barnes 
never made such a proposal, and if he had, it 
was a business transaction that was beyond any 
criticism. Senator Walsh could not understand 
how this same banker could leave his affairs in 
Spokane and be a messenger boy and bellhop for 
Herrick in Portland at the time the contract was 
awarded, with a mystery surrounding the trans
action of the $25,000 check that was to be put 
up at the time the bid was made. The Oregonian 
would fool all its readers by featuring it as 
a bribe by Barnes. It was not only silly but 
a straight contortion of all the facts upon which 
to base it. Barnes came through this hearing 
without a scare. The shrewdest lawyers grilled 
him. Every effort was made to discredit him and 
all failed. If Barnes had been representing any 
other company or attempting to promote his own 
timber interests it would have been shown by the 
double-tongue lawyers in cross-examination. 
Barnes took timber options and secured right of 
way before Herrick was thought of. When Herrick 
got contract, Barnes sold him the timber and gave 
him the right of way. Barnes took this money, 
bought a mill site at Burns and options on about 
2000 acres near the mill site (cost $11,000) to 
Mr. Herrick if he would build the railroad and 
mill in conformity with his contract with govern
ment. He failed and was favored and protected 
by Chief Forester Greeley and Barnes was broke 
because there was no mill, no development at 
Burns. He owns no lands of any consequence in 
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Grant. He is not interested with any timber com
pany and it was a journalistic crime for the 
Oregonian to attempt to twist testimony and make 
it sound like Barnes was a briber. Barnes has 
saved the people of Grant hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. He has prevented Mr. Herrick, favored 
with Col. Greeley to bottle up billions of feet 
of timber with a "broadgauge road suitable for 
logs" instead of a common carrier for passengers 
and freight. The evidence will show this. The 
Eagle will print it. It will be available in 
about two weeks. The evidence will show that 
it was deliberate misstatement by the Oregonian. 
This paper cares nothing for Barnes, nothing for 
the Oregonian and nothing for Colonel Greeley. 
All it cares for is the truth, and it will print 
the testimony so that the people of Grant may 
have the truth. And they will know from the evi
dence how close they came to having a railroad 
suitable for logs instead of a common carrier 
for freight and passengers, and they will know 
that Col. Greeley went contrary to the reports 
of his subordinates and over their protests pro
tected Mr. Herrick. They will know that every 
essential part of the Herrick contract was 
changed, including the time, terminus, character 
of road, manner of cutting, and every other essen
tial feature. So far as the Chief Forester was 
concerned there was not a straight thing in his 
handling of this case. He was always wrong and 
upon this point the Eagle will submit his own 
testimony in about two weeks. 

If the Forest Service had permitted a free access 
to their books and records the recent senatorial 
investigation could have been avoided. Senator 
Walsh made this point clear and Chief Forester 
Greeley had to admit on the stand that this regu
lation of the Department was wrong. The County 
Court of Grant County was entitled to a copy of 
the records and as Senator Walsh said, so that 
the contracts and all the changes and modifica
tions could have been examined by an attorney. 
If this had been done, the complaint could have 
been laid before the Secretary of Agriculture 
and the investigation avoided. But the only way 
to get the records was with a subpoena issued 
by the United States senate. The Forest Service 
were entirely to blame in this matter, and Mr. 
Greeley had to admit it. Grant county was a part 
of the Herrick contract. A petition of the people 
asked for the sale of the timber upon the condi
tion of a common carrier railroad by a specified 
time. The counties were to participate to the 
extent of 35 percent in the proceeds of the sale. 
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They were entitled to at least a respectful consi
deration. This was denied them. The road was 
delayed four years, every essential of the con
tract changed, and the common carrier faded from 
"a common carrier for passengers and freight" 
in the prospectus and first contract down to a 
"broadgauge road suitable for logs" in the last 
modified contract with Herrick. These were the 
records that were denied the county court of 
Grant. Would the people of Grant county been 
satisfied if the county court had permitted this 
great activity to drift on indefinitely as a 
"broadgauge road suitable for logs?" It meant 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to Grant. The 
future of the county was throttled. The court 
made its best efforts to get copies of the con
tracts as modified by the Chief Forester. They 
failed; they were denied; they were not even given 
a respectful consideration. They appealed to 
the legislature and they appealed to the United 
States senate. And they got a hearing. And the 
Chief Forester had to admit that his ruling was 
unjust. All that Grant county people wanted was 
what they were justly entitled to. They got it, 
even if they had to go to the capitol of the 
nation to secure it. And they will continue to 
guard and protect their rights; not unjustly and 
without reason but tempered with unselfish consi
deration and yet firm, resolute and unafraid and 
because of this attitude Grant County won a great 
victory. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Forest Service 

John Day, Oregon 
March 15, 1927 

To the Users of the Malheur Forest: 

Gentlemen: 

The so-called Herrick investigation was 
closed with the Senate Committee's report to the 
Senate on February 28. The report speaks for 
itself and disposes of the issues raised by the 
memorial of the Oregon legislature, which were 
based on charges originating locally. The report 
should have satisfactorily closed the matter, 
but there are now appearing certain statements 
which do not square with the facts brought out 
at and set forth in the record of the hearing, 
which record will shortly be available in printed 
form. 

I am not concerned with the opinions of any 
who, knowing the facts, choose to disregard them 
and issue untrue statements, and I do not wish 
nor intend to enter into any controversy with 
them. I am, however, anxious that you, as one 
of those with whom we have working relations and 
who have an interest in this matter, may know 
the facts and thus be able to judge for yourself 
as to whether or not the Forest Service has kept 
faith with the community. 

Collusion and Fraud 
On this point the Committee Report says: 

"There is no evidence in the testimony 
to substantiate a charge of conspiracy, fraud, 
or collusion on the part of anyone connected 
with the so-called Herrick contract, or with 
the Forest Service or Mr. Girard or Mr. 
Klobucher, and it is the opinion of the com
mittee that these gentlemen should be wholly 
exonerated from any charge of conspiracy, 
fraud, or collusion." 

You will note that this clears everyone concerned, 
whether in Washington, Portland, or in the local 
office. 

Contract Changes 
Despite the evidence, statements continue to 
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be made that Herrick bid on a contract which 
contained clauses more favorable to the operator 
than those in the prospectus, and that other 
bidders or possible bidders were unaware of the 
changes. The evidence clearly shows that the 
only change was in Section 3 of the contract, 
relating to cutting requirements. This change 
was made at the request of Dr. Brooks of the 
Brooks-Scanlon Company, the other bidder. 
Widespread notice was given that the cutting 
requirement had been changed and interested 
parties were invited by the advertisement to get 
the details from the Forest Service before 
submitting bids. The evidence shows that Mr. 
Herrick was unaware of the change when he bid, 
while Brooks-Scanlon, knowing of the exact 
language of the change, bid a much lower figure. 
This disposes of the claim that Herrick had an 
advantage over other parties in bidding. 

Common Carrier Railroad 
The evidence shows that neither Mr. Herrick 

nor anyone connected with him ever at any time 
asked the Forest Service to eliminate or modify 
the common carrier clause; that the Forest Service 
never considered changing this feature of the 
Herrick contract; and that it never has been 
changed. Section 38 of the contract, which covers 
the common carrier railroad requirement, is the 
same today as when the contract was signed on 
June 15, 1923. Some persons, however, interpreted 
the language in certain stipulations which were 
later added to the contract in order to speed 
up construction, as changing the common carrier 
requirement. The evidence shows that such was 
not the case. It shows, also, that no one 
concerned with instigating the investigation ever 
came to any officer of the Forest Service prior 
to the demand for the investigation to ask or 
learn from the records whether there was any 
change contemplated in the common carrier 
requirement. 

Seneca Terminus 
The evidence shows that the contract 

description of the terminal points of the common 
carrier road has never been changed. The question 
of the exact point meant by "Seneca" is one for 
administrative determination. The District 
Forester at Portland will determine it, and 
require compliance by the purchaser. If the 
people are not satisfied with his decision, 
Colonel Greeley has stated that, as in all other 
cases, they may appeal to him or to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. As a matter of fact, this point 
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was discussed by the District Forester with Judge 
Patterson and Mr. Yokom of the Grant County Court 
in the spring of 1926, and a guarantee given that 
the purchaser would build a connecting road to 
the highway from the railroad terminus, which 
arrangement was at that time perfectly 
satisfactory to the two members of the County 
Court. Mr. Girard had offered to do this. 

Modifications of Contract 
The evidence shows that several extensions 

of time were granted Mr. Herrick by the Forest 
Service within which to construct the railroad 
and mill and begin cutting; that these extensions 
were necessitated partly by unavoidable causes 
and partly by Herrick's method of financing; that 
the Forest Service regarded part of the delay 
inexcusable and caused Mr. Herrick to pay $50,000 
liquidated damages; that the special requirements 
imposed on him, and this forfeiture, were 
unusually severe, and were much more drastic than 
those imposed in any other Forest Service sale 
contract. The whole purpose was to speed up 
construction and beginning of operations. It 
was clearly shown that the Forest Service in 
granting extensions felt that this course would 
bring about actual operations quicker than a 
cancelation and the inevitable complications and 
delays incident to a resale to someone else. 
Of course the counties of Grant and Harney have 
had their revenues delayed by these extensions, 
and they have naturally been disappointed. So 
has the Government. The Forest Service adopted 
a course which in its judgment most adequately 
protected the interest of the communities, along 
with the interests of the Government. 

Further Contract Extensions 
Last December the Forest Service notified 

Mr. Herrick that it would grant further extensions 
of time in which to complete construction and 
begin operating provided he could furnish absolute 
assurance of sufficient funds actually available 
to complete construction and furnish initial 
operating capital, together with assurance that 
the funds would be spent for these specific 
purposes. The investigation has in no way changed 
that plan, and it will be carried out. The dates 
recommended in the Committee report for beginning 
railroad and milling operations are those which 
had been selected by the Forest Service. 

Availability of Records 
No one has ever been denied access to the 

Forest Service records of the Herrick sale. Last 
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December Mr. Barnes, representing Grant County, 
was offered access by the District Forester to 
the contract and all modifications thereof, and 
the record of the $50,000 forfeiture, with liberty 
to make any notes he desired. Copies of all these 
papers are in my office, and were always available 
for examination. Before the investigation began 
several local people, including members of the 
County Court, examined the records in my office 
and were given the facts. The facts were likewise 
given the editor of the Blue Mountain Eagle at 
the same time. The records and the facts still 
are and always will be available. 

I regret that the necessity exists for my 
taking this matter up with you in this way, but 
I feel we can work together in mutual confidence 
only if we deal squarely with one another. 
Therefore, I want you to know the facts. I ask 
that you satisfy yourself on any doubtful points 
when the printed record of the hearing is issued, 
and judge by the complete record, not fragments. 

Very truly yours, 

WALT L. DUTTON 

Forest Supervisor 

* GPO 796 - 806 1981 
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