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The rusty crayfish is considered a non-native,
invasive species in the park and throughout
Pennsylvania. Originally from the Ohio River
Basin, this crayfish has been introduced into 19
states where it never occurred before over the
last 30-40 years (Figure 2). It has been
transported from one place to another primarily
by bait fishermen, but also through biological
supply houses, aquaculture, and the pond and
aquarium trade.
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Figure 2. Distribution of rusty crayfish in the United States,
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Rusty crayfish claws are grayish— green to
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closed, have

Crayfish Corps is active between May and
August in order to catch the most rusty
crayfish and allow the stream time to rest.

In 2008, the rusty crayfish (Orconectes rusticus)
invaded Valley Creek in Valley Forge National
Historical Park. Valley Creek is considered an
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Trout Fishery, and one of the park’s most middle. The nets and participants should be prepared to get
important natural resources. The rusty crayfish moveable in the stream and get wet!
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ecosystem. Our goal is to maintain a ratio of 1
rusty crayfish or less for every 4 native crayfish
present in Valley Creek.

Rusty Crayfish Identification

Rusty crayfish are most easily identified by the
presence of rust-colored spots located on both
sides of the carapace behind the claws (a)

(Figure 1).

These patches
may be less
pronounced on
crayfish from
different areas.
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(a) Rust-colored spot on carapace

Figure 1. Rusty crayfish illustration showing key identifying
characteristics: (a) rust-colored spots, (b) black bands on tip

Illustration by Marian Orlousky

of claws, and (¢ ) S-shaped moveable claw.

Corps t-shirt after
participating only
three times.

To become a member of the Crayfish
Corps, visit our volunteer website :

http://www.nps.gov/vafo/supportyourpark/
volunteeropportunities.htm
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