
COMMONWEALTH OF" PENNSYLVANIA 
PENNSYLVANIA HISTOF~ICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION 

VALLEY rDRC.;E PARK COMMISSION 

VALLEY FORGE, PENNSYLVANJA 19481. 

Mr. David Wallace 
Interpretive Specialist 
National Park Service 
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Dear Dave, 

25425 

. ·.;·. 

July 6, 1976 
Valley Forge Park 

Please find enclosed a copy of the 11Historic Furnishings Plan'' for 
General Hashington 1 s Headquarters here at Valley Forge·. It was 
d~veloped by Mrs. Anne (Rowland) Woodward • I don't know how 
much of it will copy but at least you can get the text of the 
reporto 

I would appreciate it if you would return it 
to my attention. I hope it is satisfactory. 
come up to examing the historic buildings. 

A Montgf 

Valley Forge Park 

to the park directed 
See you when you 
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Section 1 

·' 

"This ectiori will state the interpretive objective of the historically 
refurnished bu1lding. 11 

1 The encampment of the Continental Army at Valley Forge, under the 
I 

command of General George Washington, began on December 19, 1777 and ended 

June 19, 1778. General ~Jashington himself occupied this building from 

Christmas Eve, 1777 throug~ June 19. He .":as joined by his wife, ~1artha, on 

February 11. For a brief period commencing Apdl 6, rtaajor General Charles Lee, 

recently repatriated from the British, resided here with Wrishington. 

Washington's Headquarters \'lill be historically refurnished to recall the 

considerable and diverse activities ••• military, political, social and private ..• 

which transpired here. As the Headquarters, this building \ias the hub of the social 

life and military operations in, about and for the encampment; for the dispersed 

military units under t~ashington's direct command; for operational and stt·ategic 

decisions of the army as a whole; for the co-ordination of the politico-military 

affairs; and for brief interludes of private family repose between husband 

and wife. Night and day it bustled with activity, possibly characterized as 

'ordered confusion'. 

The furnishings will recall as completely and au~hentically as possible 

the people, eventsand appearance of the Headquarters during its occupancy by 

General George Washington. 
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Sec t.i on 2 

"This section discusses the operational conditions particular to 
the Headquarters building". 

Because so much of ~his 1770's building retains its original fabric, 

and because its floor plan is· not conducive to a one way visitor flow pattern? 

and because the interpretive purpose is multifaceted, significant "changes in 

the traditional habits of useage are required. 

A mechanical fire-theft alarm system will provide basic coverage. This 

system, in the basement, will have fire extinguishing capabilities. Supple

menting this system will be strat~gic~l~y located hand fir~ extinguishers. These 

·extinguishers will be hidden fro~ public view. The Park' guides are instructed 

in the use of these extinguishers. A second back-up service will be provided 

'by the Park police force, particularly during those hours when the building 

is c16sed. La~tly, as experience dictates, we will be prepared to install in-

-, dividual sensors to protect ir.dividual objects or loci. 

IY 

Traditional visitation here is very heavy from April to October, with 

~::e ~ i ~~ :: t: :: :~~~ s :. r::: ::e~::g p:::o::~ vi::·: 1 :o~ ~ ::~ed O:v:::: :::t::o::y:i n t -; . rl~ 
\..., 

visitation, parity cannot be exoected despite the fact that Valley Forge was a ',, · 

winter encampment. Therefore, a flexible approach to.the visitor flow is die-

tated. 

During days of heavy visitation, all visitors will enter by the front 

door only. They will be limited to groups of no more than 30. Circulation will 

be through the reception room, then through the office, then upstairs ( if they 

wish), but ultimately out the rear kitc~en door. On days of lesser traffic, the 

rear hall door will be used as an exit and the fixed flow pattern may be re

laxed. Visitors will not be permitted in the attic, the basement or beyond the 
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~afety barriers in the second floor rooms. 

Jhe Headquarters will be open to the public from 9 am to_S p:n every day 

~?Ccept Chd sf:r;JQ s Day· ft·om th~· cl os.e_ of _Labor Day weekend through June 15. From 

June 15 throu~h l()bor Day Heekend the bu11dir.g Nill be open until 7:30 pr:~. 
. . -

- -

tearn; thefr' usual' duty stations \•Jill be the first and second floors and the 
. - -

~itch-en~----This-res~lts- in 1~:5.addit1c>ri-~i- per:sonnef-fo~ -tliis-bui1dinq.for a 
~ . . .. 

--
year's operatio-n~ .. -.-- --. 

~--·. ~ - ... - - .. 
=---- ... - -. --- - - -· -.- ~- - - - =--.: ~ . .... - -- -- . _.:.::: ..... ----

. ... _. -- - - .. 

: ··· The ro.le of" the guide combine-s historic, architectural and furn1sh1nqs ' . 

interpretation~-- protection; ,-,edestdan 'traffic con-troi; 'and minor' cu-stodial . 

responsibilities. 'Living history' will not be. practiced, per se, but certain 

daily activit1~s ar~ requ1red-(see S~ct1on 6) •. Foivisitors to have a me~n-
. . - . 

ingful experience here, at the heart-site of ~he cause for Indep~ndence, it 
-- ...... -fs impet~ative to institute this 'progra~rn~"- ·consider what ·has gl·cvm so big from 

so smell a building • 

..,, : .::_· ~ ~ .• L. _:. ; - -' - • • • • -

,, 
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Section 3 

"This section will provide a documented description and 
analysis of the site occupants and events necessary to a
chieve the intent of the interpretive objectives." 

Isaac Potts furnished the house he built in 1773 near his 

grist mill at Valley Forge in a manner that was influenced by 

his family background and his financial and social position 
1 

in eastern Pennsylvania. Isaac and his brothers, as succes-

ful and respected business men in the milling and iron bus

inesses, mostly around Philadelphia, could afford the better 

things in life. Although Isaac Potts could not be compared 

with the wealthiest men in Phil~delphia, he was a solid cit-

izen of considerable means, and his furnishings reflected this. 

Some of the furnishings which Isaac Potts purchased ~or his 

house undoubtedly remained there when George Washington used 
2 

it as his headquarters from December 24, 1777 to June 19, 1778. 

When Isaac built his house at Valley Forge, the Potts fam·· 

ily had lived and worked in Philadelphia, Chester, and Berks 

Counties for half a century.· Isaac's grandfather, Thomas Potts, 
. 3 

·was one of the first ironmasters in Chester County. Isaac's 

father and uncles expanded the family interests into milling, 

while maintaining the growing iron business. Isaac and his 

brothers inherited a prosperous and successful estate and con-

tinued to build on its foundation. The Potts' traditionally 

maintained strong family and business ties. When the American 

Revolution began, the family was well established, counting 



among its members ·a doctor, a lmzyer, and a member of the 
4 

Pennsylvania A~sembly. 

Although Isaac's grandfather, Thomas, began the profit-

able iron business, it -vms John, Isaac's father,who devel-

oped his share into a network of successful business enter-· 

prises. John Potts began his business career with one iron 
5 

forge. At his death in 1768, he mvned several houses and 

,2 

property in Philadelphia, a mansion and several thousand acres 

of land in the surrounding countryside, iron prop~rties in 

Virginia, and iron forges and furnaces,. grist mills, and Sa\•7 

6 
· mills in Pennsylvania. 

7 
John and Ruth Potts had nine sons and four daughters. 

All of the sons but Jonathan, who ~as a_ doctor, entered the 
i- - . 8 
family business :as young men. After John Potts died in 1768, 

e: each of his sons took over a part of the, business which their 
- 9 

father had built up. When Isaac bought:~~~ y~l~e:y.Hi.ll in 
'.·': 

_1773, he was following. the family traditi?n. By tha~ time 
' . . 
his brothers were in a secure financial-position to help him 

!·:·~ · .. -
in his new enterprise. 

- -·Thomas Potts III, the eldest son of JohJ7l~Pott~'; ~as prob-
-· '. 
ably the wealthiest. He owned Coventry Forge_,in northern Chest-

er County and an interest in the forge and furnace at Colebrook-
10 .,-

dale in Berks County. He maintained t\vO 'r~~idences, the 

mansion house at Potts Grove, which he bought from his father's 

estate along ~ith half of the Potts Grove pl~ntatio~, and a 
' 11 

house in Philadelphia. As a member of the ,Penn~yJvc}t:lia Assembly 

. • 
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from Chester County and a colonel in the Revolutionary War, 
. 12 

he entertained George Washington at Potts Grove. 

Samuel Potts, ·the second son of John Potts, was the exec-· 
13 

utor of his father's estate. At Warwick Furnace, which he~ 

owned and operated in partnership with his brother-in-law, 
14 

Thomas Rutter, he cast cannon for the Continental Army. 

John Potts's third son, Jobn, Jr.·, went to London to study 
15 

law, and returned to America to enter the family business. At 

home in the colonies he kept a house in Philadelphia and an 
16 

estate in the country on half of the Potts Grove property. 

When his property was confiscated during the Revolution be-
17 

cause of his Tory sympathies, he moved to England to live. 

His younger brother, Jonathan, purchased his country home from 
18 

the authorities. 

David Potts, the fourth son, established himself at the 
. 19 

family headquarters in Philadelphia. ·He directed the family 

affairs with Philadelphia merchants, while operating his bus-
20 

: iness at ;J?ine Forge. His brother, Joseph, followed a sim-

ilar path. As a merchant established in Philadelphia, he main-

tained an interest in Hount Joy Furnace and the Valley Forge 
21 

smv mill, after selling the grist mill to Isaac. 

The sixth son, Jonathan, was not an active partner in the 

family business. Trained as a doctor, he practisroin the Potts 
. 22 

Grove area until the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. When 
,. 

hostilities began between the colonies and Great Britain, 

Jonathan joined the Continental Army as a physician. He recorded 

... -,, 
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his war experiences in a journal; B~~ ia ~he &d11~&£ibHH 8i 
-- the Historical ·society of· Pennsylvahi~: 

., 

I 

( ~ I • ~ "-1- J- ( ' ' ,. ') ., ... ,_ 1.., 't ,...1'' _J '' ~- --. ,. 

family business. Both of his older daugHters; MartHa and Anna; 
brought valuable business conta~~~ i~f8 fhe fklliii~: ~~ff~~; 

John's eldest daughter, married Tbofua~ ~H~ter; ~ pgffH~f iH 
the business. His second daughter;. Ahri~; tharf{~d h~f 88ci~iR; 

. . 23 
David Potts, a miller in the Potts t6~-.tii ~i~~a. 

When his father died i.n i 76B; fgb{jig P8tts, tR~ §~~~HE1i fJ8R; 

had just become eighteen, the age £f ~R~8R th~ P8t&~ B8yg 

entered the family business. so~~~~~ 8H f~~~S;~ b~Skg~8HBa 
are not as extensive as those brt iiJj bf8.fR~H·~. TR~ P8tt~: ~ 

manuscripts indicate that for tH~ fi~5ee fi~a y~Iif~ f~ii-iif 

handled family interests, trav~iii~g t8 l?Ri±~figiBRhi -~8 ~f: 2.~ 
range affairs for his mother, Br&ti-l~f~; ~ma y8Uti~gf ~ist~i:~: 

With his marriage to Martha Boultbri ~rl. ±718 ~E ~~~H~i~Kf. lli~~~:: 
ing, he settled down to more p~~~8R~i iHt~f~gf~: ±R fJJj &~ 
purchased the "Valley Mill"' the g~~i~~f mBJ ~E ~~fi±gy. f8fg£; 

from his brother, Joseph, with·hi~ 

estate and in 1776 he bought a lot 

older brothers participated in th~ W~r £8f !Hti~p~Hd~Hf~; ±~aa~ 

travelled to Virginia and Carblirta iri i717, 
. "-·.; ,, 2 7 

family holdings outside of Pennsylvania; 

t8 1 oc '· :l-1 •-n j- ,_ . 

l:odk into tlig 

~t 1l ~ <" go ~. j- ,_ ilg His eaen 
. 28 
resided in Cheltenham. 

By the Revolution the Potts ·brother~J~r~ @gH g£ 88Hg~~U~H6~: 
With professional men as well as bbsiri~~gffigR tH tH~ f~lliit§; Eh~ 
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5 

Potts' could enjoy a prominent place i.n the settlements around 
. . 

their mills and·forges. In Philadelphia, the Potts' could count 

among their friends some of the most important men in the col-
29 

onies. Although Isaac had not accumulated the v1ealth and pos·4 

ition of his older brothers, he was a solid member of the mid-

dle class, who could be expected to rise as his brothers had. 

Around 1775 or 1776 Isaac Potts rented his house at Valley 

Forge to a widow, Deborah Pyewell Potts Hewes. She had been 

married twice: first to Isaac's uncle, Thomas Potts, and then 
30 

to Cal~b Hewes, a Philadelphi~ h~tter. After the death of 

her first husband in 1762 and her ma~riage to Hewes in 1766, 

Deborah Hewes still maintained her contact with the Potts fam-
32 31 

ily.· Hewes, in partnership 

made hats for members of the 

with John Pyewell frequently 
33 

Potts family. By 1777 Hewes had 

died. Both of her husbands left Deborah Hewes well provided 

for, although not as well established as her Potts relatives 
34 

by marriage. 

With the British closing in on Philadelphia, Mrs. Hewes 

left her home there for the house at Valley Forge . At this 

time Isaac Potts and his family lived elsewhere, perhaps in 
35 

Pottstown. In Valley Forge Deborah He\ves would be near· her 

stepson-in-law, William Dewees, who with Isaac Potts operated 
36 

the Valley grist mill. After agreeing to rent the "house, 

furn '.ture, etc." at Valley Forge to General George Washington 
37 

in December, 1777, Mrs. Hewes moved to another location. 

There is no evidence on Mrs. Hewes's whereabouts after her move 

L 
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38 
from the house at Valley Forge. 

When Washington led his troops into winter quarters at 

Valley Forge in December, 1777, his army labored under many 

difficulties. The Continental Army had been obliged to re-

6 

treat at the Battle of the Brand~vine and at Germantown~ finally 

leaving the British in command of Philadelphia; Unable to re-

ly on Philadelphia for supplies or winter quarters,. Washington 

gathered together his poorly equipped and poorly organized" 
. . 

men for the encampment at Valley Forge. 

· The responsibilities of a Commander-in-Chief weighed hea\rily · · 

upon George Washington at Valley Forge. Here he was concern

ed with broad areas of responsibility: he coordinated the 

activities of the forces in the region outside.of the winter 

~uarters; he directed the daily activities of the troops in 

camp; and he·over.saw the political, organizational, and mil

itary actions of his entire command in the North. His duties 

as Commander-in-Chief and the problems of the Continental Army 
.. 

-~·demanded a huge amount of time and energy. 

At Valley Forge George \.Jashington encountered some of his 
-. 

most trying experiences as a commanding general. The Con-

tinental Congress, who had chosen him Commander-in-Chief, began 

to doubt his ability to command. A Congress which had to flee 

to York to escape the enemy in Philadelphia had lost confidence 

in Washington's military experience, despite his role in th~ 

French and Indian War. The losses at Brandywine and a•..: German

town lay uppermost in the minds of the congressional delegates. 



7 

At·the same time other forces threatened Washington's 

~ prestige in Congress. Several Army officers and politicians, 

under the leadership.of Inspector General Thomas Conway, 

tried to replace Washington as Commander-in-Chief through 

·•. influence in Congress. Warned of·their actions, Washington 
39 

protested to Congress in strong statements. Washington's 

letters to Congress revealing Conway's plans discredited 

the charges of incompetence, which the secret Cabal had been 

making. However, the activity of the Conway Cabal_strained 

Washington's relations with.Congress at a crucial time. 

Throughout the encampment at Valley Forge, Washington 

complained to Congress about the lack of organization in the 

Continental Army. Inefficiencies, lack of organization in 

the Quartermasters Corps, and difficulties with civilian 

teamsters, virtually insured that the men at Valley Forge were 
40 

without food or clothing. Undisciplined enlisted men and 

officers who were unsure of regulations relating to rank and 

privilege created a dissatisfied and unreliable army. ~-lashing

ton described the poor· state of the Army at Valley Forge and 

called on Congress to implement his plans for a well-disciplined 
41 

force within the nev1 American republic. With the failure of 

the Cor~lffiissary to provide supplies for the men at Valley Forge, 

Congress finally had to consider Washington's suggestions 

for reorganization. The men in York realized that "·i.th-

out supplies the Army could not survive. 



' 

To coordinate the operations of the troops in the field 
' 

~ Washington kept in constant communication with other sections 

e. 

of his army. From these regiments he often asked for supplies 

which they could spare for his men camped at Valley Forge. 

With few supplies forthcoming Hashington asked constantly 

_for help from other army units, politicians, or friends. who 

might have access to the supplies-which his troops needed so 
42 

desperately. 

Despite the weakened condition of his troops, Washington 

was determined to establish discipline among the men at 

Valley Forge. General Orders flowed from the Headquarters 
43 

_every-day, directing the activities of.the camp. When 

Baron Friedrich Wilhelm Von Steuben, a veteran Prussian 

drillmaster, arrived at Valley Forge in February, Washington 

immediately assigned him to drill and train the men. Wash

ington hoped that with more training his troops would perform 

better in future battles. 

Besides his active interest in building a better organized 

army at Valley Forge, Washington had other Juties in his posi

tion as the commanding general. He had to arrange for prison

ers to be quartered and to be exchanged. He set up exchanges 

of his prisoners for American officers that the British were 
44 

holding in Philadelphia. One of the American officers re-

covered through exchange was General Charles Lee, who arrived 

-~t Valley Forge in May to stay with Washington at He~d-
. . 

quarters. In additicin, Washington provided passes for-Quakers 

and others to visit prisoners held by both the British and 
45 

American armies. 



When the Continental Army left its winter quarters at 

~ Valley Forge iri June, 1778, it was substantially better off 

than when it had arrived. The announcement of the alliance 
46 

with France in May buoyed the spirits of the Americans. 

The American army could now depend on the French for sup

plies and military assistance. Very soon after.the cele-
:. . .,· 

bration of the French treaty, word leaked .out that the Brit-

ish were abandoning Philadelphia. Hmve sailed home to Great 

Britain and the British Army left the city for a trek across 

New Jersey to New York City. With better disciplined troops 

and a better organized Commissary, the Americans followed with 

more hope for victory. 

In the time Washington could take off from his official 

duties, he operated as a businessman and as a political phil-

osopher. As a businessman, planter, and surveyor, with many 

financial as well as political interests in Virgina, Wash-

ington maintained a steady correspondence with his manager at · 

Mount Vernon. He had to rely on his manager to handle all de-

tails, even the additions to the house which were made through-
47 

out the Revolution. 

As a past state legislator and a member of the First Con- · 

tinental Congress, Washington added his. interest in political 

matters to his concern with business. He kept in touch with 

politics through his friends in Congress and those at home 

in Virginia. He didn't hesitate to express his own opinions 

on subjects relating to the establishment of the American 
48 

republic and to the conduct of the war. Though his major con-

cern was military. Washington was never too distant from pol-

,. 

.· 
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itical matters of-importance. 

·General Washington's social life at Valley Forge was al

most as demanding as his military :duties. In his position as 

Commander-in-Chief, Washington had to entertain his military 

staff. His general and their wives, who followed Mrs. Wash-· 

10 

ington's lead in joining their husbands at winter camp, and 

his officers joined him for dinner ... Duponceau related that the 

officers' wives "often meet at each other's quarters, and some-

times at General Washington's, where the evening ~as spent in 
49 

conversation over a dish of tea or coffee." When visitors 

came to see the commanding general he was obliged to pro

vide for them also. Congressmen from York, Quakers petition

ing for passes, and officials checking on the situtation at 
50 

Valley Forge experienced the Washingtons' hospitality. The 

Washingtons' fulfilled their military duties and their social 

obligations in the small rooms of Isaac Potts's house at 

Valley Forge. 

General and Mrs. vlashington' s accomodations at Valley 

Forge were cramped and crowded for the many functions which 

they had to perform there. Although the Washingtons were not 

yet accustomed to the large mansion that Mount Vernon was to 

become· after the Revolutionary War, the Headquarters at Valley 

Forge was the smallest they experienced for winter quarters 
51 

throughout the war. The ceaseless activity of maintaining 

correspondence, receiving visitors, meeting \vi th offic·ers, and 

planning for the army certainly .taxed the facilities of the 

-· 



Headquarters at Valley Forge. 

·The huge volume of Washington's correspondence required 

at least five aides at Valley Forge to copy letters and to 
52 

send them off to their various destinations. Washington 

~ must have required two or three of them around at all times· 

to keep up the flow of letters out of the Headquarters .. The 

back room on the first floor provided the office in which 
53 

they ·attended to these duties. It is not surprising that 

John Laurens, one of the aides, should complain aqout the 

11. 

limited space in a letter to his father: " I have been obliged 
. . . 54 

to [write] in a hurry, and in a small, noisy, cro-tvded room." 

The servants probably had similar feelings about the small 

quarters. The cook black Isaac, the housekeeper Mrs. Eliz

abeth Thompson, Washington's body servant William Lee, and 

the washing woman Peggy Lee, who made up the core of his ser-

vants, had little space for their lodgings. The number of 

servants at Valley Forge is uncertain,. but even these few 
55 

would have cramped already small quarters. 

It soon became obvious that the Headquarters was too small 

for the large scale entertaining required of the Washingtons. 

When a few visitors arrived at the Headquarters, the General 

and Mrs. Washington could receive them in the front room on 

the first floor, the traditional parlor in the colonial house. 
56 

The \vashingtons entertained larger parties in a log ~abin, which 

the General had built near the Headquarters. Hrs. Washington 

noted with relief, in. a letter to Mercy Warren soon after she 

arrived at Valley Forge, the construction of a "log cabin for 

.. '.. ... .' 
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, 
aining", which"must have relieved the pressure on the first 

57 
floor parlor. 

- .. 

. :.. . Mrs·. Hashingtm1 undoubtedly- received some guests for tea 

12 

or S.E:~ing parties in the front room on th~ _sec9~1d _ f_loor, the 
58 

sitting·roomwhich Elias Boudinot mentioned in his Journal. 
' 59 

Other--houses of· the period record second floor sitting rooms. 
~ 

Elizabeth Drinker noted in her ·-di~ry that·-Y~heri she visited 

Val1_ey_ Forge !3he "we~t out with ye ·Gen. ls Hife up ~o her 
.. . 60 -. 

~hflm"I?er" ~~~e~_a midday dinner. It. was: in. th~-small room, 

',~~ack:·o~ __ Mrs ·. ¥ashington' s: s~ tting room.,.; that· General Lee 
61 

stayed after the excl!ange with th~ British. When better 

weather returried""in "the spring, many social--activities could 
62 

be held outdoors and under a tent: 

~~,The· objects which Gen~ral W~shington purchased for his 

use ~~_th~_beginning of his command helped to make the Head-
63 .. 

quarters mo~e tolerable. __ Mrs. Washington may have brought 

some small articles from Mount Vernon to make the second . 

floor sitting room and the bedroom, which was the back room on 
64 

~~e second floor, a little more personal. The trunks and 

boxes which carried these belongings could serve as tables or 

stands when these were in short supply. The rooms in the Head

quarters reflected the temporary nature of the Washingtons' 

occupancy. In June everything the Washingtons'-owned was 

packed up and hauled away. 

p . 
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·FOOTNOTES: SECTION 3 

· After a complete source has been. given. ~P~~>}h~ .. ~hortened 
version will follow in other footnotes. . ,, ,.· , j··~,: · 

1 
Alice Schooler dates the house to 1773 in John Milner's 

architectural report, p. 49. 
2 

See p. 18 of the text. 
r •• , , , ~-

3 · ~·· T;,,. ,. - .. 
Mrs. Thomas Potts James, Memori~l-"of Thon1as·;Po-tt:s·~·Jr·~ 

(Cambridge, Mass., 1874), p.· ~~-.0 ;.,, '· . 
4 . . ' . . .. ·. l . ~ ~. -~ . :. . '. 

Jonathan Potts was a doctor, John .. Potts,Jr. a lm·7yer, and 
Thomas Potts a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly; James, p.l46. 
See the will of John Potts(l768) in;tl:le•:Append~~. :;f;!:g;:-,.5,~. for 
the financial position of the Potts family at his death. See 
the Appendix, fig. l, for a geneology of the Potts family. 

5 :·/.-,. ~) .··.1 

Thomas Potts bequeathed the Pine Forge in Berks County to 
his son , John, in his will(l758)~ ~~~ :t~~~foppendix, ~~ig. 2. 6 . . 

John Potts's property include~ ~l~e ;:l?,~ginnings of Pottstown 
and Reading,(see the Appendix, fig.-5) and the eRt~blishment 

at Valley Forge. For background on_ t~E2- ~Y~Ll; .. ~_y, .Jtorg~ Lprop~_rty 
see Schooler in the Milner report, p. 46-47. · 

7 
See the Appendix, fig. 1. ·. 

8 
• ,.· .• · .... J 

David, Samuel and Thomas ·are recorded in the business in 
1759-1760, in Mount Joy Forge Day··Bo<;>k;. '1];759""'176.2. Joseph 
was in the business by 1765; fr.ont'o£ d1e.Potts ·Grove Ledger, 
176§-1770, n.p. - _ ,"_..-~ .• p. /1 [,, 

See the Appendix, fig. 5. ~ohn ~e.t_~.s \·1.: ~qr:s lb/?,1-fgh_t )~is mills 
and forges as allowed in his w1ll: ::_,, 1·n:1 ;-n:ci }'-, 20::.• :>; ::.~· 

10 
James, p. 125 and Potts Grove Ledger, 1767-1773_, p. 22. 

11 . . ., . . ' ('· '.' 
See the Appendix, fig. 5 and'Acco&it"Book of the Estate 

ofJohnPotts, 1768-1779, p. 25 ..... _ .. :. -'·"·.,:"'''· 
12 . 

James, p. 146. Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 27, January 
8, 1778. 

13 
See the Appendix, _fig. 5. 

.. . 

·. :. ... 

• 

• . 



'\ 

e. 

14 

14 
James, p. 150 and Potts Grove Ledger, 1767-1773, p. 22. 

As a member of the family by marriage and a business partner, 
Thomas Rutter's taste in furnishings is recorded in the Potts 
manuscripts. For example, see Potts Grove Forge, Philadelphia 
Headquarters, 1757-1765, p. 52. 

15 
James, p. 153. See Appendix, fig. 5 .. 

16 
Account Book of the Estate of John Potts, 1768-1779, p.25. 

'17 . 
James, p. 159 and John C. Fitzpatrick, ed., The Writings 

of Geor~ Hashington, lO(Washington, D.C. I .1933) I p. m. 
Wishington, writing to John Potts,Jr.,gave him permission to 
take his wife and children with him into Philadelphia, but 
told him that he must leave his possessions behind. 

18 
Footnote to Act of Attainder, 1st Ra\vle, p. 540 in James, 

p. 159. 
19 

Mount Joy Forge Ledger, 1765-1766, p. 63. 
20 

Account Book of the Estate of John Potts, 1768-1779, p.25. 
21 

Philadelphia Tax Lists, 1769, p. 21i. 
22 

See the various entries in the Potts Grove Ledgers before 
1776. 

23 
See the family tree in the Appendix, fig. 1 and Potts 

Grove Ledger, 1767-1773, p. 108. 
24 

Potts Grove Forge Day Book, 1770-1772, p. 4. 
25 

See Schooler in the Milner report, p. 48. 
26 

Account Book of the Estate of John Potts, ~768-1779, 
p. 16, 25. Isaac Potts paid b 1328 in 1773 and b 200 in 1777 
for the "Valley Mill". 

27 
Potts Grove Day Book, 1773-1778, p. 83. 

28 . 
See the Appendix, fig. 8, for Isaac Potts's inventory. 

29 . 
For example, Thomas Potts was a friend of George Washington 

and Benjamin Franklin; James, 126-127. Joseph Potts \·Tas a 
friend of Israel Pemberton; Pemberton Papers, vol. 28, p. 17Qb .. 

30 
See Schooler in the Milner report, p, 50. 

31 
Ibid. 
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32 
Account Book of Enoch Hobart, Philadelphia, ,1764-1777, 

p. 26. Caleb Hewes had several ties with the Potts family. His 
brother-in-law, John Pyewell, was the half brother of Thomas 
Rutter, who was married to Martha Potts; James, p. 118-119. 
See the family tree in the Appendix, fig. 1. 

33 
Potts Grove Ledger, 1767-1773, p. 133,134; Mount Joy 

Forge Day Book, 1770-1772, p. 14; Account Book of the Estate 
of John Potts, 1768~1779, p. 24. 

34 
See Appendix, fig. 4 and Philadelphia Tax List, 1769-1774, 

p. 197. Caleb Hewes paid a tax of b 32 on a dwelling worth 
b 50 and 1 servant, 1 horse and 1 cow. 

·35 
Schooler in the Milner report, p. 51. 

36 
Philadelphia Tax Lists, 1769-1774, p. 189. 

37 . 
Receipt for the rent in Washington Papers, Series· 5, vol. 24. 

See Schooler in Milner report for a discussion of Mrs. He\ves' s 
whereabouts after her move from the house at Valley Forge, 
p. 55. 

38 
See Schooler in the Milner report, p. 55. 

39 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10, p. 263-4, p. 410. 

40 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10, p. 243, 250, 264. 

41 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10, p. 362-403; 11, p .. 197. 

42 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10, p. 467-468. 

43 
See Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10,11,12. 

,. 44 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 11, p. 37. 

45 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 11, p. 221, 223. 

46 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 11, p. 331-332. 

47 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 10, p. 330. 

48 
Fitzpatrick, Writings, 11, p. 276. 

49 
Lady Stirling, Lady Kitty Stirling, Miss Nancy B~own, and 

Mrs. Greene were reported at Valley Forge in Dupon~eau's 
~~~mal and ir: Gilb7rt Chinard, ed. , Yo)rg~ Wazh~-~·c:o~ as the 
F re~Kne'tv H~m (Pr~nceton, N.J.,· 19 ~ , p. 1 '1- r· ) ... ,. ::>ee alSO 
DouglasSS':" Freeman,· George Washington, Vol. 4 ~ ::..eader of the 
Revolution (New York, 1951), p. 581. 
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50 
. Schooler mentions Elizabeth Drinker in the Milner report, 

p. 51, also in Freeman, 4, p. 582. 
51 

Compare the headquarters at such winter camps as Newburgh 
and Morristown. 

52 
Duponceau listed officers in the "Family" at Valley Forge 

in his Journal and in Chinard, p. 14; Aides de Camp: Lt. 
Colonels Laurens, Hamilton and Fitzgerald, and secretcries 
Harrison and Tilighman. Officers in the Bodyguard were also 
considered part of the "Family": Capt. Gibbs, First Lt. Livingston, 
and Lt. Colfax. 

53 
At Mount Vernon Washington's :secretary and his business 

manager shared his office with him, according to the curator, 
Christine Meadows. 

54 
John Laurens, The Army Correspondence of Colonel John 

Laurens In The Years 1777-1778 (New York, 1%9), p. lOz.;-:--
55 

Washington Papers, series 5, vol. 27. 
56 

Abbott Lowell Cummings, ed., Rural Household Inventories, 
1675-1775 (Boston, 1964), Introduct~on. -

57 
Adam-Warren Papers, Massachusetts Historical So~iety. 

58 
See the Milner report, p. 52. 

59 
Cummings, Rural Inventories, .P. 222. 

60 
Elizabeth Drinker's description of her visit to Valley 

Forge from her diary: 
"April 6, 1778, ... we arrived at about 1/2 past one. We 
requested an audience with the General, and sat with his 
wife, (a sociable, pretty kind of a woman) until he came 
-in. A number of officers were there, who were very com
pliant, Tench among ye rest. It was not long before George 
Washington came,and discoursed with us freely, but not 
so long as we could have wished, as dinner was served, 
to which he invited us. There were 15 Officers, besides 
ye G.l and his wife, Gen. Greene and Gen. Lee. We had an 
elegant dinner, which was soon over, when we vlent out 
with ye Gen.ls Wife up to her Chamber-- and saw no more 
of him. He told us, he could do nothing in our business 
further than granting us a Pass to Lancaster, which he did." 

Henry D. Biddle, ed., Extracts from the Journal of 
Elizabeth Drinker (Philadelphia~8~ 

. 
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61 
Elias Boudinot, Journal, p. 77, reference from the Milner 

report, p. 52. . · · · 
62 

See the marquees at the Valley Forge Historical Society 
and in the Smithsonian Collection. 

63 
See the Appendix, fig. 9. 

64 
At Mount Vernon and in other winter quarters Martha and 

George Washington always shared a bedroom. 
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Section 4 

"This section will assemble, synthesize, and evaluate all 
·available historic data about the original furnishings and 
furniture in relation to the interpretive objective. As a re-

.. -search document, it will include sources and pictorial material." 

When George Washington moved into the Isaac Potts's house 

· .. at --Valley Forge, he rented the "furniture, etc.", as we 11 as 
65 

~ cthe building from Deborah Hewes. He furnish~d his head-

quarters with a combination of the.:objects left from the 

P.otts-Hewes occupancy .and those in-troduced by himself and his 

~~vife as part of their baggage. He arranged his furnishings to 

- · accomodate himself and his officers, during working and plan-

:ning sessions, and his visitors, during sccial gatherings. 

This section of the report will establish the kinds of £urn-

ishings required to meet these conditions of Washington's oc-

cupancy. 

-Because no inventories of the Headquarters exist for the 

period of the Potts-Hewes ownership, and because there is no 

evidence of borrowing from the neighbors around Valley Forge, 

:the records of the Potts family provide the basic clues to 

'the type of furnishings in the house. The closeness of the 

.family indicates a taste for similar kinds of home furnish-

ings. Because Deborah Hewes was closely connected with the 

Potts family, differing culturally from her landlord primarily 

in her relir,ion, her taste in furnishings was very prob-

ably similar: to her ·relations. Since she only lived in the. 

house for a year at the most, the influence of the ·Potts life 

style would have been predominant. 

.. . . ~' 
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The wills, inventories, ledgers, and account books of the 

Potts family in this period give an idea of the kind of home 
66 

furnishings which appea1ed to this family. In coillbination 

with craftsmen's accounts and comparative sources, a picture 

·emerges of the simple~ but stylish, furnishings most like~ 

ly in the house at the time Washington came to live there. 

The bed, the table, and the chair were the most important 

furniture forms in the house of Isaac Potts, or in any ordin-
67 

ary home during the period before the American Revoiution. 

Few rooms of the period contained furniture other·than these 

three forms. Most families used a combination of old and new 

furnishings in their homes, mixing William and Mary, Queen 

Anne, Chippendale, and country style· furnishings throughout 
68 

the house. The most stylish furnishings were in the do\vn-
69 

stairs rooms in which the family received visitors. To the 

back rooms and bedrooms were relegated the still serviceable 
70 

but worn furnishings fashionable in an eartier period. The 

floors and windows in simpler homes were bare. Curtains and 

.floor coverings were luxuries, a.Ppearing only in the homes 
71 

of the wealthiest citizens. 

Tables and chairs predominated in the sitting rooms of the 

Potts family. The most popular type of table in this period 

was the tea table, mahogany and walnut being the most con~on 
72 

woods. Tea tables could be rectangular or round, th~ ~-cound 

type usually were hinged so that they could sit flat against 

the wall when not in use. Tea tables are evident in all of 

• /I 
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the Potts inventories. Older tea tables in less stylish forms 

were placed in back rooms, bedrooms, or in the ki'tchen. · In · 

e the will of Thomas Potts, 1762, there is a "comr:10n tea table" 
73 

e. 

in the kitchen. In John Potts's will of 1768 and Thomas Potts's 

will of 1785, there were dining tables in several sizes. These 

were most likely of the drop-leaf type, which could be ~ept 

against the ~vall when not in use ... ssands (or candlestands) 

supplemented the tea tables and dining tables. In the kit

chen the table was probably some common kind, made of pine. 

"Kitchen" tables varied in shape and size, but were of the 
74 

simplest form. Sawbucks, trestle tables, tavern tables, and 

gateleg tables in the least expensive woods, such as pine, 

were all used in the kitchen . 

. Several kinds of side chairs sat in front rooms, usually 

against the wall when not in use. According to John Potts's 

~nventory of Potts Grove in 1768, he owned six walnut leather 

bottom chairs, six walnut compass bottom chairs, ten walnut 

damask bottom chairs, six windsor chairs, and six rush bot-

.tom chairs. Thomas Potts added six hair bottom chairs to this 

list in his inventory of 1785. The leather bottoms indicated 
75 

an older type of chair, probably in the Queen Anne style. 

Rush bottom chairs were popular throughout this period in 

the Philadelphia area. They were used in all the rooms or the 

house and were quite often in the ladderback forrJ sitting 
. 76 

in the kitchen. Chairs·of many styles, Queen Anne; Chip-
77 

pendale, and ladderback, had rush seats. After 1750 the 

windsor chair came into conunon use, and began to rep.lace 

. ..... ' .. ,, ..... -~--- ......... ,, ... .;..,. ~ 
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the rush bottom chair in popularity aro~Qd the time of the 

Revolutionary War. Windsors were often used as side chairs 
78 

for dining, even in the most stylish homes. Hair bottoms 

and dam&sk bottoms were common on Chippendale chairs. Arm-

chairs were scarce in colonial homes, and easy chairs were 

limited to the wealthier citizens, who placed them in bed-
79 

rooms. 

The bed, bedstead, bedding, and .bed curtains ~vere the 

21 

major furnishings for bedrooms. The main bedroom of the house 

usually contained a high post bed of great cost, hung with 
80 

curtains to keep out the drafts. Other stylish pieces of 

furniture, such as the dressing table (or chamber table) and 

the chest of drawers (either chest on chest or low chest) 
81 

occupied the bedrooms of the Potts family. The secondary 

• . bedrooms held beds and tables of less value and the less 

fashionable chairs and tables cast out of the first floor 
82 

rooms. Thomas Potts's inventory at Potts Grove in 1785 list~d 

an "old desk and chair" and "table and chairs" of moderate 

'cost in his secondary bedrooms. 

The closets and cupboards in the front rooms held cost-

ly objects used in those rooms and displayed them to· shmv the. 

position of their owner. Bedroom closets stored linen for use 
83 

throughout the hot.,.se. In the sitting room cupboards of 

Thomas Potts in 1762 v1ere china, glass, and silver, in John 

Potts's cupboards in 1768 ''Plate furniture - silver and china 

ware"a and in those of Thomas Potts in 1785, chj_nav Queenwa,re 

I • 



and silver. Tablecloths 1 napkins 1 pillmvcases, sheets; 

-_blankets, and coverlets lay in the chests and closets of the 

.. , 

84 _- --- .. 
.bedrooms. 

··-·. - -· . 

The utensils used to cook, clean, and light the rest of 

: the house were kept i~ ihe kitchen. The inventories show 

·articles of tin, earthen,and iron ware, used in the prep-
- ~ ... 

. :-arati:on-,of the meals. Candles- and candlesticks st~_yed in the 

~kitchen during the day and were carried to the other rooms 
85 -- :---

-in the- evening. Thoma-s Potts had brass and iron candle-
--

-Sticks in the kitchen in 1785. The warming pans to warm 

the beds at night and the foot warmers for sitting around 

.the fire on cold evenings remained in tbe kitchen when not 

in use. Clothes were washed in tubs and ironed ~ith"ironing 
86 

boxes". -
... 

With these kinds of furnishings, some made_~n_?hiladelphia, 

some of local manufacture, and some imported from England, 

Isaac Potts and Deborah Hewes filled the house at Valley Forge. 

Since the early 1760's, the Potts family had relied on Phila-

delphia for the products-which they could not provide for 
-87 

themselves. Fabric, pewter, and brass, imported from Eng-

land, passed through the port of Philadelphia and into the 

homes of the Potts faillily, who had many connections ~~ong 
88 

the merchants of the city. 

_By the 1770's when the financial successes of the Potts 

family alloHed them-to buy the finer things available in 

Philadelphia, John Potts's sons furnished the ample houses 

f 
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which th~y built in Philadelphia and the surrounding country

side with the work of the best craftsmen in Philadelphia. 

David and John, Jr. hought substantial pieces from David 

Evans and Benjamin Randolph, both fine cabinetmakers, for 
89 

their country and city homes. John Potts, his wife, and his 

sons, patronized Plunket Fleeson for curtains and upholstery, 
.... 90 . 

as well as furniture and candlesticks. For his mansion at 

Potts Grove, Thomas Potts ordered 7 1/2 yards of carpeting 
91 

in 1775, quite an extravagance in colonial times. ~ The 

books which filled the bookcases in the homes o~ the Potts 
92 

family were ordered from Philadelphia booksellers. 

Country artisans also found customers.in the Potts family. 

Nearby craftsmen were quite able.to supply their neighbors, 

the Potts', with the more homely necessities. The iron 

forges and furnaces, which the family owned, provided stoves 
93 

and iron articles important in the colonial kitchen. 

The Potts furnances manufactured pots, kettles, and skillets. 

The Colebrookdale and Warwick furnaces cast ornamented fire-

backs, which protected the bricks in a fireplace from smoke 
94 

and scorching, and added a decorative element to the room. 

In exchange for these products, and for currency, local car

pente~s repaired broken and rundown furniture, and made the 
95 

country furniture used in the back rooms and by servants. 

Thomas Potts hired neighboring weave~s to weave the rough 

cloth used for servants, and potters to shape the earthenwar·e 
96 

used in the kitchen. 
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With his family background and financial r.esources, 

- Isaac was not :Iimited to country furniture. He often visit

ed· Philadelphia, the center for elegant furnishings. H01vever, 

::.:..his Quaker convictions modified his taste for the more ex-
. 97 

pensive pieces which his brothers-fa~ored. Although 
.. 

::he purchased furniture from Philadelphia, he probably· 

-·limited his purchases to the plai~but fine furnishings 
98 

popular with practising Quakers. Even fine cabinet-

makers, such as William Savery, made pieces out of the less 

expensive woods, cherry and walnut, .. in a less elaborately 

carved style for Quakers. The home of Isaac Potts reflected 

~-··the ·influence of the sophisticated, city craftsmen on the 
99 

=-·Pennsylvania countryside. · 

To the simpler furnishings of the Quaker Potts· ·Anglican 

'
7

• Deborah Hewes may have added some more elegant touches. Al

though the widmv lacked the substantial means and the time 

-to significantly alter the furnishing·s to a more fashionable 

style, Mrs. Hewes _probably installed some Chippendale that 

· was more heavily carved than the simple Chippendale Isaac 

·Potts would buy; Before Deborah Hewes could signifi~antly 

change the interior of the house to correspond to her inter-

ests, George Washington came on the scene. 

Sine~ George Washington remained under a tent for a few 

days before moving into Deborah Hewes •·s house, she had time to 
100 

remove portable objects of any worth before she left the ho~se. 

She would take with 'her such valuable furnishings as curtains, 
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e . carpets' china, .mirrors' paintings' and silver and pewter 

objects. The less valuable, but substantial, furniture re

mained for General Washington's use. There is no list of the 

e. 

I' 

objects which Deborah Hewes took with her when she left the 

house, but it is unlikely that she would leave any easily 

moveable object of great worth or se:ptimental value. 

When George Washington assumed the post of Commander-in

Chief.of the Continental Army, he purchased a large quantity 

of items to supply him during the campaigns of the Revolution-

ary War. These purchases were documented in his personal ac-

count books of daily expenses, kept by Major Caleb Gibbs during 

1777 and 1778; his vouchers and receipts from the craftsmen 

and shopkeepers who supplied him; and from "An Acco· .. mt of 

Furniture Bought for His Excellency General Washington'', pre-
101 

pared by an aide. This is the only documentation of 

_Washington's furnishings which very likely were in his Head-

quarters at Valley Forge. Hashington bought most of the· 

articles for· his use in 1775 and 1776 in New York, Phila

delphia, and Boston. He and his housekeeper, Mrs. Eliz

abeth Thompson, along with Major Gibbs, supplemented these 

purchases with a few items in 1777 and 1778. While the Gen-

eral was quartered at Valley Forge, he bought very few items. 

Few sources described how the Genera~ used his campaign 

102 

equipment at Valley Forge. Martha Hashington destroyed all but 

~ two letters of her personal correspondence with her husband 

• 

,. 
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after his death. The one letter surviving from her other 

correspondence· during her stay at Valley Forge is the famous 
104. 

letter to Mercy Harren describing the log cabin. Hash-

ington 'vas too busy with his many duties and obligations at 

Valley Forge to v1rite much about his possessions in his 

quarters there. The only reference in his. published Hritin~ 

·concerns the removal of his· baggag~ from New Town. to Valley 

Forge in January, 1778. In that letter he lists "a Bed; 

end Irons, Plates, Dishes and Kitchen Utensils" among his 
105 

baggage. ·one of the General Orders, dated April 1, 1778, 

refers to "the Clock at Head Quarters" by which the Adjutant 
106 

General set his w~tches. 

Descriptions by visitors to Valley Forge and accounts by 

soldiers at winter quarters are few. Elias Boudinot's Jou~nal 

c·ontains the reference to General Lee's arrival and visit at 

Headquar.ters in May, 177 8. Duponceau' s Jour.n§-1 and Hemoirs 

give some idea of the activities from February to June, 1778, 

: .· though no description of the rooms themselves. Duponceau 

was present at several of the dinners the Hashingtons gave 

for the military staff, and at evening visits to the Head-

quarters. Elizabeth Drinker, a Quaker visitor, described a 

late afternoon dinner with the Washingtons. After a larger 

dinner party of some twenty people, the ladies retired with 
107 

Mrs Washington to her sitting room. 

Washington's accounts give the most accurate idea of the 

type of furnishings Hashington carried 'vith him for his 

.. 
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personal use throughout the campaign. His tastes were not 

e spartan. From J;>lunket Fleeson he ordered a field bedstead, 

curtains, mattresses, and blankets in 1775, and eighteen 
108 

'\'7alnut camp stools and three walnut camp tables in 1776. 

·•. 

• 

In 1776, to make his bed more comfortable, he paid for a 
109 

feather bed, with bolster and pillows. To make it more 

fashionable he paid for altering the teaster and for a new 
110 

set of bed curtains.· He even ordered a bookcase with green 

baize to carry his collection of military books and maps 
111 

along with him. 

He showed a taste for the finer things on his table in his 

twelve silver pepper boxes, his set of .china and pewter, and 
112 

his cut glass cruets and salt cellars. With the china, 

silver, and glass, he ordered two sets of ivory handled forks 

~nd knives, and two sets of black handled forks and knives, 

both in mahogany cases, to complete a table setting for the 

large number of guests he entertained. Even his mess chest, 

. which he purchased in Philadelphia in 1776, was of good 
113 

quality. 

Washington provided his "family", as he called his aides 
114 

and servants, with the conunon necessities as -v1ell. His 

outfit was well stocked with chamberpots, clothes baskets, 
. 115 

mops, brooms, and washbasins. There are many receipts for 
116 

kitchen utensils. Along with pewter and silver, he also 
117 

bought tin and earthenware products. Some of the tinware, 

such as tea and sugar canisters, was japaned. 

·' 



There are many entries concerned with paper supplies 

e in Washington '.s ·accounts. Washington had to supply his· numerous 

secretaries with wr~ting supplies. Endless purchases of 

·•. 

I·. 

paper, in quires and reams, four inkstands, two lettercases, 

boxes of wafers and sealing wax, and two trunks to pack 
118 

papers in appeared. A hair trunk, two leather trunks, .and 

three packing cases with iron clamps for other equipment 
119 

were also listed. The Commander-in-Chief reflected his 

background as a surveyor in his purchases of"surveying in-
120 

struments and pencil'.' 

The General was also concerned with lighting equipment. 

Sometimes the duties of his position continued after dark. 

The accounts listed candlesticks of brass and tin, and sperm-
121 

acetti and tallow candles to fit in them. Snuffers kept 

the candles well trimmed and extinguished the flame at bedtime. 

Brass andirons, shovel, tongs, and a fender for the fi~eplace 

were necessary to maintain a fire on -the hearth £or light 
123 

as well as heat. 

The cold weather would not bother the General given the 

number of blankets and coverlets he purchased for the beds. 

He had a particular fondness for white counterpaines; he 
124 

ordered four of them in 1776. There were two large carpets 

and a smaller "Scotch" or ingrain carpet to cover the floor. 

HiB purchases included mats of the same type he had used in 
125 

the formal dining room at Mount Vernon year round. 

Some of the Genetal's ?Urchases reflected his personal 

122 
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habits. He was careful of his personal appearance, carrying 
126 

a razor case with him, and a strap to keep his razor sharp. 

He purchased hair powder and pomatum to keep his hair tidy, 
127 

and rose water in bottles to perfume his person. He 

purchased eight toothbrushes in 1775, which lasted him through 
128 

1778. He kept his personal belongings in good shape, mend-

ing his spurs and slippers, as well~as his wife's slippers, 
129 . ' 

at Valley Forge. The snuff from.his snuff bottle, which 

he purchased at Valley Forge, satisfied his taste for tobacco. 

He provided.pipes and tobacco for his officers who preferred 
130 

a smoke to a pinch of snuff. 

The objects Washington purchased over a two year peri.od were 

the kind of purchases which gentlemen of substance made.in the 

late eighteenth century. Although everything in vJashington's 

baggage had to be easily transportable, these purchases al-

lmved for some comfort and elegance in the General's campaign 

life. 

Martha Washington was accustomed to travelling to winter 

· quarters to be with her husband every winter during the Rev-

olutionary War. She too had the necessary equipment for making 

travel as comfortable as possible. The trunk she used for 

travelling during ·the Revolutionary War is now at Mount Vernon. 

She probably brought along her sewing materials and her 
132 

needlework to pass the time inside duri.ng the cold months. 

Her husband provided the correct equipment for serving tea 

or other libations to her guests. The tea kettles, china tea 

sets, tea trays, silver spoons, and the cut glass decanters 

I • 
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_ made a very _respectable display when receiving visitors in 
.:. • •• ·- -- • & - - •• - -- -- •• - - • 

4lt the front rooms. 
133 

Martha Washington rlid not have to be 

ashamed of the social gatherings at Valley Forge . 

. :Everything that- the General and Mrs. Washington brought 

with them was packep in the trunks and packing boxes in 

·::~May and June, and was carried away to the field , or home --... .. ... 
...__ .. ~-- ···---------~-- --------------

to Mount Vernon. The portable chara~ter of the objects in 

-_-:the Headquarters at Valley Forge reflected the impermanence 
r . - - -- . -- - . - . - . . . - . . . - --- - -

-- ----
'· -of -the Washington '·s soj OUTil there. Even so' there was room for 

the ~comforts of ·life in the. sma11 and crowded b.uilding \vhile 

Ge_neral and __ Mrs ..... Washington_ resided there. 

- . . . --- -- - - -------
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FOOTNOTES: SECTION 4 
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The receipt to Deborah Hewes from George Washington for 

uie of her house is in the Washington Papers at the Library 
of Congress. 

66 
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the manuscripts used in this report. 
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71 
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1967), P. 3; and for curtains see Nina Fletcher Little, "Historic 
Houses: An Approach to Furnishing'', Technical Leaflet #17, 
American Association for State and Local History (AASLH, n.d.), 
r.. p. " ... many simpler homes dispens.ed with the luxu.ry of cur
tains except in the best rooms. Even the front windoHs were not 
invariabley curtained,for privacy as it is understood today 
was conspicuously lacking before the nineteenth century ... ", 
and Cummings, Rural Inventories, p. XXXIII. 

I 72 
Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 152. 

73 
· See the Appendix, fig. 4, country = "connnon", Evans, 

Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 155; in Cummings, Rural Inventories, 
p. 200, 11 one old japan d tea table" in a bedroom. All references 
to.the Potts inventories can be checked in the Appendices. 

74 
Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 154-155; Cummings, 

Rural Inventories, p. 154-155. 
75 
. Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture,·p. 161-2. 

76 
Ibid., p. 162. 

77--
Albert T. G~~on, Pennsylvania Country Antiques (Englewood 

Cliffs, N.J., 1968), p. 86: Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture, 
p. 164-165. 
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78 
Windsors were very popular with the Washingtons at Mount 

Vernon. They 'l.vere usually pain ted dark green, dark blue, or 
black, although some were left in the plain wood. Evans, 
Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 167, p. 169. 

79 
Only Thomas Potts's inventory of 1762 listed an arm

chair. The easy chair in John Potts's inventory of 1768 is 
an old one at b 2, and Thomas Potts had an easy chair in the 
main bedroom in 1785. An "easy chair" in the eighteenth century 
was an upholstered wing chair. · 

80 
See all the inventories in th~ Appendix for comparison. 

81 
See all the inventories in the Appendix. 

82 
Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 159, p. 172. 

83 
Mary M. Gilruth, "The Importation of English Earthen

ware into Philadelphia'' (unpublished M.A. thesis, Winterthur, 
1964), p. 69. Sometimes tea services were set up on tea tables 
to display them. See CUITL.'llings, Rural Inventories, p. 199, 
"japan' d waiter with tea Geer", "mahogany tea board \vith blue 
and vlhite china". In one bedroom closet, "sundry wearing 
apparel, table linen and bed linen, trunk", Ibid. , p. 258. 

84 --
See the inventories in the Appendix. One bedroom closet 

listed" 9 table cloths large and small, 6 coarse napkins, 
6 damask hand napkins, 4 damask table cloths, 4 pr. Holland 
sheets, 5 pr. coarse Sheets and one odd one, 5 pr. Pillow 
cases new and old, 1 pr. cotton sheets", Cummings, Rural 
Inventories, p. 201. 

85 
Ibid. , p. XXX.J A typical inventory lists the same kind 

of implements in the inventories of the Potts family, " 3 tables, 
74 lb. pewter, 9 old chairs, 1 pr. Handirons, 2. tramells, 
Shovell and Tongs, Gridiron & Toasters & 11 Candlesticks, 
Dish Cover, Dripping pan and tin ware, 3 skillets, 2 tea 
kettles and other copper ware, 1 Chaffendish, 1 spit, 2 wa~~ing, 
pans, 3 iron pots, 2 dish kettles, 2 iron basins, 1· old brass 
kettle and frying part & 3 flat irons", Cummings, Rural 
Inventories, p. 257-260. 

86 
Ibid., p. 155 

87 
See entries in Potts Grove Forge, Philadelphia Head

qu~rters, 1757-1765, pp. 8, 34,43, 93~ 
88 

Cotton and linen check were popular for furniture fabr.ic, 
Ibid .. 
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89 
David Evans ·Day Book, 1774-1781, and Business Book, 1768-

1787, and the Receipt Book, 1763-1778 of Benjamin Randolph. In 
·David Evans's account books there are receipts for a case of 
mahogany drawers, a mahogany "beaurro" table and two dining 
tables made out to David Potts. · 

90 
.Plunket Fleeson \vas a Philadelphia upholster who hired 

cabinetmakers to make furniture for his customers. Potts 
Grove Forge Day Book, 1770-1772, p. 22, eight mahogany chairs 
and a dining table charged to John Potts; p. 24, an easy 
chair charged to Ruth Potts; Account~Book of the Estate of 
John Potts, p. 5, curtains charged to Thomas Potts. For back
ground on Plunket Fleeson, see Alfred C. Prime, The Arts and 
Crafts in Philadelphia, Maryland and South Carolina (Philadelphia, 
1929) 1 p:- 201-202 o - . 

91 
Potts G~ove Ledger, 176~-1770, p. 56; and Roth, Floor 

· Coverings, p. 3. 
92 

Potts Grove Forge, Philadelphia Headquarters, 1757-1765, 
p. 49, Dictionary, Centaur, Paradise Lost; p. 114, History 
of ~Bible; p. 126, Every Man His Own Lawyer; p. 128, 
Quarto Bible; p. 148, Smollets History. 

93 
Potts 

1769-1773, 
1762-1767, 

94 

Grove Ledger, 1765-1770, p. 161; Potts Manuscripts, 
vol. LXIV, pp. 1, 9, 65; Mount Joy Forge Day Book, 
1769, p. 47 .. 

Henry C. Mercer, The Bible in Iron (Doylestown, Pa., 
1961), p. 97, and Figs :-391, 39·9-. --

95 . 
Mount Joy Forge Ledger, 1759-1763, p. 98, Mordecai Moore 

mended a tea table; Mount Joy Forge Ledger, 1765-1766, p. 12, 
Mordecai Moore painted a table for 2/-; Potts Grove Ledger, 
1765-1770, p. 154, feather bed, bedstead and bedding, and a 
half dozen chairs from Nathaniel Chestnut; Potts Grove Ledger, 
1767-1773, p. 126, a_chair made for Ruth Potts by Henry Antiss. 

96 . 

wove 
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Potts Grove Ledger, 1767-1773, p. 123, John Clayfield 
thirty-one yards of cloth. 

See Isaac Potts's will, Montgomery County,· 1803. 

John T. Kirk, Early American Furniture (New York, 1970), 
p. 85. A desk and bookcase for the price of b 15 appeared in the 
account books in 1775, Potts Grove Day Book, 1773-1/85, p. 47. 
This is not the desk and bookcase now in the Headquarters at 
Valley Forge. That is a "married" piece of several dates. The 
upper section of the desk dates to the last decade of the eighteenth 
century, while the bottom section was made in the 1770's. 
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Evans, Unsophisticated Furniture, p. 152. 
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John C.· Fitzpatrick, ed., Geor~ Hashing ton's Account 
of Expenses, 1775-1783 (Cambridge, Mass., 191/), p. 13. 

101 . 
See the Appendix, fig. 9. All of these documents are 

in the Library of Congress in the Washington Papers. 
102 

Washington's major purchases at Valley Forge were; 
January 26, 3 brooms; March 15, a basket; March 19, a crock 
for butter; April 18, two large tea pots. Daily Expenses, 
Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. :2 7. 

103 :. . .. 
The Mount Vernon Ladies' Association of the Union, 

General Washington's Military Equipment (3rd edition; Mount 
Vernon, Va., 1963), p. 19-20. -

104 
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In the collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
10"5 

Washington's Writings, vol. 10, p. 290. 
106 

Washington's Writings, vol. 11, p. 195. 
107 

Boudinot reference f1·cm Milner's report, p. 52; Duponceau' s 
·Journal and Memoirs in Chinard; Biddle, Journal of Elizabeth 
Drinker, entry for April 6, 1778. --

108 
Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 24. See 

. the Military Equipment for an illustration of a camp stool, 

. p. 23, fig. 14 . 
. 109 

See the "Furniture Account" in the Appendix, fig. 9. 
110 

Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 24. 
111 

Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 24. See the · 
·Pocket Day Book, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 23 for 

a list of books bought during the Revolutionary War: a 
subscription to 8 sets of "Hanson's Books" [Thomas Hanson, 
The Prussian Evolutions (printed for the author in-Philadelphia, 
1715) ), an almanack, 5 military books. For a list of maps 
see Receipts, Hashing ton Papers, Series 5, vol. 24 : maps and 
"The ·Topography of North America and the West Indies". A 
lis.t of maps and books in Hashington's library at his death 
and used during the Revolution appears in A.P.C. Griffin, ed., 
A Catalogue of the Washington Collection in the Boston Athenewn 
(Bcston, Mass., 1897). · 
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112 
Daily Expenses, Washington Papers, Series 5, val. 27, 

August 4, 1777; 'Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, ~ol. 24; 
"An Account of Furniture Bought for His Excellency General 
Washington", Washington Papers, Series 5, in the Appendix, 
fig. 9. For other silver, pewter and china purchases see the 
"Furniture Account" in the Appendix, fig. 9. The kind of china 
Washington bought is uncertain. Cream\vare was at its height 
of popularity at that time. According to Christine Meado\vS, 
the curator at Mount Vernon, Washington showed a preference for 
"blue and white" china on his return to Mount Vernon at. the end 
of the war. 

113 :. 
See the "Furniture Account" in the Appendix, fig. 9. The 

"black handled" knives and forks had handles of wood or bone 
painted black. Washington's mess chest is in the Smithsonian 
Collection. 

114 
Duponceau's Journal. 

115 
Pocket Day Book, Washington Papers, Series· 5, val. 24; 

Cash Book no. 1, Washington Papers, Series 5 val. 25; Mrs. 
Smith's and Major Gibbs's Account, Washington Papers, Series 5, 
val. 29; see fig. 9 in the Appendix. Some of the chamberpots 
and \vashbas ins were china, but mast were earthemvare. 
. 116 

See the Appendix, fig. 9. 
117 . . 

Receipts, Washington Papers, ·series 5, vol. 24; Cash 
Book no. 1, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 25. 

118 
Pocket Day Book, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 23. 

In this period inkstands could be made of earthenware, tin, 
china, pewter, and silver. The price of two of the inkstands, 
2/10/-, indicates that they were of pewter;Receipts, Washington 
Papers, Series 5, val. 24; Daily Expenses, Washington Papers, 
Series 5, vol. 27. 

119 
Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, val. 24. For 

illustra~ions see M~litar~ Et~ipment, p. 23, fig. 15; p. 24, fig. 16; 
p. 25, f~gs. 17, 18, p. 27, ~gs. 19,20. 

120 
Daily Expenses, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol.27. 

121 
Cash Book no. l, Washington Papers, Series 5, val. 25. 

Receipts, Washington Papers, Series 5, val. 24. Spermacetti 
is a fatty substance found in the head of the sperm whale 
and used in the manufacture of high grade candles is the 
eighteenth century. 
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122 
Mr. Austin's Accounts, Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 26. 

123 
See the Appendix, fig. 9. 

124 
Receipti, Was~ington Papers, Series 5, vols. 26, 29. 

125 
See ·the Appendix, fig. 9. The two large carpets were too 

big for the rooms at Valley Forge. George Washington ordered 
straw mats for Mount Vernon in 1759, 1772, and the late 1780's. 
For a full discussion of straw matting see Roth, Floor Coverings, 
pp. 26-29. 

126 
Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 23. See Military Equinment, 

p. 36, fig. 28. 
127 

Washington Papers, Series 5, vols. 27, 29. Pomatum was 
a scented ointment for application to the skin, quite often 
the skin of the head, sometimes used in dressing hair. 

128 
Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 23. 

129 
Washington Papers, Series 5, vol. 26; spur leathers were 

mended with _the spurs. 
130 

Washington ordered pipes on April 14, 1778 and snuff on 
April 18,_ 1778; Hashington Papers, Series 5, vol. 21. 

131 
See the illustrations in the Appendix. 

132 
See illustration 10 in the Appendix. Mrs. Washington 

worked on these needle\vork chair bottoms throughout the war. 
133 

See the "Furniture Account" in the Appendix, fig. 9. 



Section 5 

"The initial ·portion of this section will include the 
name and/or use, a reference to the floor plans included in 
Section 3 and the proposed interpretive emphasis of each 
room to be furnished ... The contents of each room is listed 
and precislely located on an accompanying set of plans, 
elevations and sketches." 

The furnishings in Washington's Headquarters at Valley 

Forge will reflect the intensely busy life of the Commander

in-Chief of the Continental Army. During the winter encamp

ment at: Valley Forge, the Headquarters served as ti::e living 

quarters for General Washington, his wife, his servants, and 

at different times for guests such as General Charles Lee. 

In addition to living quarters, the Headquarters provided an 

office for the General and his staff, and meeting rooms for 

social affairs. The many responsibilities of a co~~anding 

'jj 

general kept the Headquarters always active and crowded with 

people. The interpretation of the Headquarters will emphasize 

the bustle, excitement, and responsibility of life in the 

: Headquarters. 

To portray this spirit to the visitors at the Headquarters, 

the Headquarters will appear at its busiest time in the middle 

of the day. The arrangement of objects in the rooms will show 

several of General Washington's different duties in the Head

quarters, and the different sort of people who might pass through 

in a day. Alternate arrangements for the rooms in the morning 

and at evening will suggest the daily habits of the commanding 

general during the stresses of the Revolutionary W~r. 
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The objects which ideally fulfill the suggested furnishing 

e plan are originals used by the Wa:shingtons at Valley Forge. 

Since few of these are available, period pieces should be 

used. All suggested objects in this plan are authentic pieces 

from the colonial period around the American Revolution, 

except those designated as reproductions. A reproduction is 

defined as a copy of an original. The term 11 Philadelphia 

area11 indicates the immediate area around the colonial city 

of Philadelphia, which in<;!luded Philadelphia County, Berks 

County, and· Chester County "during the Revoluti6nary War. 

The bracketed numbers refer to objects on the accompanying 

floor plans. The objects are placed as ·they v10uld be if the 

room was not in use. To complete the proposed interpretation, 

the objects should be moved ~o fulfill the descriptions at 

the beginning of each room plan. The interpretive staff will 

be required to make these changes. Numbers preceded by the 

letter 'B' refer to entries in the Bibliography. 

,: 

I 
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First Floor. Room #1: Hallway 

Since this will be an entry area for visitors, furnishings 

must be kept to the minimum .. A few objects will suggest the 

hallway as the entrance and waiting area for the visitors to 

the Headquarters. 

[l] trunk or packing box; for illustration see B53, 

p. 23, fig. 15, p. 27, fig. 19. 

on top of the trunk: 

[la] a lantern; for illustration see B4l, p. 234 for 

types of lanterns. 

(lb] a candlestick,: tin, American, 1765-1780. 

[2,3) 2 windsor side chairs, painted green, Philadelphia 

.area, 1770-1780; for illustration se·e Bl~ •. p. 168, 

fig. 4. 

t ~Modern fire-retardent carpet of natural color to blend with 

surroundings and deaden noise. 

First Floor. Room #2:Reception room and family dining room 

At mid-afte~~oon, after dinner had been served, General 

Washington could meet with his generals, perhaps Ge~eral Lee, 

Gener~l Greene, and Lord Stirling, in this room. One of his 

secretaries, Henry Laurens, would take notes of the army 

business under discussion. The chairs were drmm foDvard to 

the fireplace, the tea table with a bowl of nuts on top, next 

··--··· ... -· .... --·· ......... .. 
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to General Washington. Otherwise the room was in order to 

receive the v~sitors that the General and Mrs. Washington 

could expect at any time. 

In the morning the dining table was pulled out_from the 

··. wall and in front of the fire to be set for breakfast, usually 

•• 

just for the General and Hrs. Washington. With General Lee 

visiting a third place would be set. The tea kettle on a 

trivet by the fire kept the water·warm for breakfast tea. 

The necessary utensils were taken from the knife boxes and 

the tea set·from the closet were placed on the table wh{ch 

a tablecloth covered. In the evening this room would be cleaned 

and tidy for the next day of work.For a breakfast setting 

see Bl, p. 292, fig. 472. For a tea setting see B47, p. 77, 

fig. 9 . 

(4] rush matting, two mats 3' by 4', similar to those on 

the floor at Mount Vernon, reproduction; see Appendix1 

fig. 9. 

in the fireplace; for an illustration of a fireplace 

setting see Bl, p~ 198, fig. 262: 

[5] andirons, brass, English, 1770-1780. 

[6] fender, brass, English, 1770-1780. 

[7] shovel, brass, English, 1770-1780. 

[8] tongs, brass, English, 1770-1780. 

[9] hearth brush, American, 1765-1780. 

[10] 

[11] 

pipe tongs, iron, American, 1765-1780. 

fireback, cast iron, 1770-1776, cast in.a furnace 

ovmerl by one of the Potts family, preferably Warwick or 

Colebrookdale. 

. ... ,. 
' 
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[12] tea table, mahogany, Chippend~le, Philadelphia, 

[13] 

1770-1780, large, diameter around 36"-40", round, 

birdcage type; for illustration see Bl2, fig. 386, 

or Valley Forge Collection (Bakehouse). 

dining table, walnut, Chippendale, Philadelphia, 

1765-1775, drop leaf; for illustration see Bq.8, 

p. 243, lower left. 

[14,15] knife and fork boxes, mahogany, Philadelphia, 

1775-1778, with ivory handled knives and forks 

in one and black handled knives and forks in the 

other; for illustration of utensils see B53, 

p. 20, fig. ll.(on table top) 

[16] Delft bowl, English, 1770-1778, filled with nuts 

. and apples. (on table top) 

[17,18,19,20,21,22] 6 side chairs, walnut, Chippendale, 

Philadelphia, 1770-1780, with damask· seats; for 

illustration B48, p. 33, top. 

[23] pipe box, American, eighteenth century, in Valley 

Forge Collection. (on mantel) 

[ 32] 3 pipes·; reproduction. (in the pipe box) 

[24] grandfather clock, walnut case, Chippendale, 

Philadelphia, 1770-1780; for illustration see 

Bl3, p. 142. 

[25] peg board~ reproduction. (on the wall in side entry) 

[26]. tri-corner hat . reproduction. (on pegs) 
' I 

. . . ......... ,, ~- ..... 
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[27] man's heavy cloak,· for illust:ration see B37, fig. 364, 

repJ;oduction. . \ 

. - [28] tea kettle, brass, English, 1775-1778. (on the hearth) 
-- - - -

[29] trivet, brass and iron, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780. 

(on the hearth) 
··- - - -

in the wall closet beside the fireplace: 

bottom shelf: 
- . 

[30a,l-8] 8 teaspoons,_ silver,:American,_ 1770-1780; 

· f?r il_lus tration see B24, p. 124, fig. 126. 

- -(3015~ 1, 2] tobacco tin and snuff bottle. 
--- . -

[30c] 2 mugs, china, English, 1770-1778; for illustration 

see B54, fig. 62D. -- . 

[30d] 2 decanters, cut glass, English, 1770-1780; for 

--il.lustration see B53(lst edition), p. 49. · 

second shelf: 

[30e] 2 salts, cut glass, English, 1770-1780. 

[30f] 2 cruets, cut glass, English, 1770-1780; for 
.. 

. - --.. -

illustration see B50, p. 206. 

[30g] 4 wine glasses, English, 1775-1778; for illustration 
- .,. 

see B50, p. 204. 

third shelf: 

[30h] tea canister, tin, English, 1770-1780, japaned 

work. 

[30i] 2 pepper boxes, silver, American, 1775-1778, for 

illustration see B24, p. 120, figo 119. 

:·. 
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third shelf (con't): 

[30j] 2 porringers, pe~vter, American, 1775-1778; for 

illustration see B39, p. 152, fig. 9-11. 

top shelf: 

[30k] 4 plates, creamware, English, 1775-1780; for 

illustration see B39, p. 11, fig. 1-2, middle 

row, right. 

[301] tureen, china, English, 1770-1780; for illustration 

see B54, fig. 78A. 

on the tea table: 

[3la,b,c] teapot, cream jug, and sugar bmvl, china, English, 

1775-1778, transfer printed; for illustration see 

B54, fig. 86D. 

[3ld] tea tray, mahogany, English, 1775-1778; see 

Appendix, fig. 9 . 

[3le] 6 tea cups and saucers, china, English, 1775-1778, 

transfer printed. 

First Floor. Room #3: Office 

On a busy afternoon at least two of the General's 

secretaries worked in here v7hile the General met with his 

staff in the front room. They copied letters or wrote up 

accounts on the smaller writing table, their quills and 

inkstands close beside them. If the larger staff me': in this 

room earlier in the day, their chairs would still be drawn 'IJ1? 

around the larger table and maps opened for study. One or 
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two chairs remained pushed back against the wall, wherc.chairs 

stayed when not .in use. Both tables a·nd Washington's desk 

were piled with papers and writing tools. 

In the morning, before the daily work began in the office, 

this room would be cleaned and put in order for the next 

meeting. In the evening the office showed the effect of 

late night work. Two brass candlesticks on the desk and 

bookcase and two tin candlesticks on the small writing 

table attested to this activity. T\vO chairs drawn up to 

the smaller writing table suggested that the General's 

secretaries often worked beside him late into the night. 

Papers were piled on every available surface, remaining 

chairs pushed back into their positions by the walls. 

[33] desk and bookcase, mahogany, Chippendale, Philadel

·phia, 1770-1775; for ilh,1str.ation see Bl2, fig. 233. 

[34] windsor armchair, left in wood, Philadelphia 

area, 1770-1780; for illustration see Bl4, 

p. 232, fig. 7 and 9, or Valley Forge Collection 

(Bakehouse). 

[35] table, walnut, country style, Philadelphia'area, 

1770-1780, large and worn; for illustration see 

Bl5, p. 154, fig. 1. 

[36] table, pine, country style, Philadelphia area, 

1770-1780, scratched and worn; for illustration see B41 

p. 271, the oval work or writing table. 

·' ' ..,.,t' ,•~, • ~to.,. r ~ '"' ·•· .,, , • ,.., ' ..,_ ..... --,.' .......... _. .... --· • . f-
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[37,38] 2 windsor side chairs, painted green, Philadelphia 

area, 1770-1780; for illustration see Bl5, p. 168, 

fig. 4. 

[39,40] 2 ladderback side chairs, maple or cherry with 

rush seats, country style, Philadelphia area, 

1770-1780, seats slightly frayed from use; for 

ill us tra tion see B49, fig~ .. ' 116. 

[41,42] 2 camp stools, walnut with moreen seats and brass 

studs; for illustration see B53, p. 23, fig. 14, 

reproduction. 

[43] 

[44] 

bookcase with green baize; see Washington Papers, 

Series 5, vo1. 24. 

aridirons, iron and brass, Philadelphia, 1770-1780. 

(in the fireplace) 

[45] fireback, cast iron, from Potts furnace, 1765-1776. 

(in the fireplace) 

[46] fire tongs, cast iron, Philadelphia area, 

1770-1780. (in the fireplace) 

[47a,b] 2 trunks for papers; for illustration·see B53, 

p. 25, fig. 17. 

in the closet by the fireplace: 

bottom shelf: 

[48a] lettercase, wood, American; 1775-1778; see 

Appendix, photos 5 and 6. 

[48b] telescope, brass and wood, English, 1775-1777; 

for illustration see B53, p. 32, fig. 24 . 

'· • 



second shelf: 

.[ 48c] paper in stacks. 

[48d,e] sealing wax and wafers in boxes. 

[48f] inkpapers 

third shelf: 

[48g,h] 2 candlesticks, tin, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780. 

[48i,j] 2 inkstands, glass, English, 1770-1780; see 

Appendix, photo 1. 

fourth shelf: 

[48k,l,ml 3 maps, rolled up: 

. _ .... ~ 

John Rocque, General M&p of North America from 

actual surveys and observations, 1754-1761. 

Het:l. Popple, Map of the British Empire in Am~rica 

with the Frenc~ and. Spanish Settlements . 

Thos. Jeffrey"s, Map of the Middle British 

Colonies in America, publ. 15 June 1775. 

[48n] surveying instruments. 

[48o] 4 quills. 

on the table [36] : 

·[49a] 

[49b] 

inkstand, earthenware, American, 1770-1780. 

2 quills. 

[49c] paper. 

[49d,e] a sander and a pounce shaker, earthenware, 

American, 1770-1780. 

[49£] account book . 

..• ·--· -· ·--~ ... ·-·.!. , .. 
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on the table [ 35] : 

[SOa] 1 map, spread open: 

[SOd] 

[SOe] 

[50 f) 

[SO g) 

[SOh] 

[Sla] 

W. Scull, Map of Pennsylvania, Chiefly from the 

Late Map ~f T:J. Scull, Published in 1770, printed 

for R. Sayer and J. Bennett, 10 June 1775. 

2 maps, rolled up: 

Map of the most inhabited part of Virginia 

containing t~~ whole province of Maryland, 

Drawn by Joshua Fry and Peter Jefferson in 1775, 

Printed for Rob. Sayer and Thos. Jeffreys. 

Map of the Province o:f Ne\v York with ~.!. ~~ 

Pensilvania(sic) and New England, Survey by 

Capt. Montresor, Published June 10, 1775. 

.inkstand, glass, English, 1770-1780 .. 

2 quills. 

sander, tin, American, 1770-1780. 

paper . 

Duportail map, open on table [35]. 

on the desk ·and bookcase: 

•. 

inkstand, pewter, Philadelphia, 1770-1780; for 

illustration see B39, fig. 12-11. 

[S~b] 2 quills. 

[Slc] taper, brass, Philadelphia, 1770-1780; for illustration 

see Bl, p. 277, fig. 430. 

[Sld] sealing wax and wafers" 

[Sle] paper. 

·~·• .. ~ ~- ...... ·~ ..•. ,. ..... r·• .. . ~ 
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on the desk and bookcase (can't): 

[5lf] 2 ledgers. 

[5lg] pair of eyeglasses, Philadelphia, 1775-1778. 

in green baize bookcase:· 

[52a) almanack. 

[52b] 5 military books: 

'The American Milit~ Pocket Atlas, London, 1776. 

The Art of War, printed by Robert Bell in Philadel

·phia, 1776. 

Ordonnance du Roi, ·concernant le corps du genie, 

Paris, 1776. 

Thomas Simes, A Military Course for the Government 

and Conduct of a Battalion, London, 1777. 

Thomas Webb, Treatise on the Appointments of the 

4lt of the A~~y. Philadelphia~ 1759. 

:· ~---[52c] 2 copies of Thomas Hanson, The Pruss ian Evolutions, 

.printed in Philadelphia for -the author, 1775. 

:..:~--- [53] pegboard; reproduction. 

·-·hung on the pegboard:· 

~-- [53a] man's cloak; reproduction. ·. 

·. [53b] 2 tri-comer hats; reproduction. 

· [53c] 1 great coat; for illustration see B3 7, fig. 364, 

reproduction. 

- ·. 

-· ·--··--·· .• -· ''l ·--- .. : ••• . · •' . 
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First Floor. Room #4: Kitchen entryway 

This was used as a storage area. The foods suggested are 

listed in Washington's daily expenses for Valley Forge. 

[54a,b,c] 3 packing boxes;for illustration see BS3, 

p. 23, fig. 15, reproduction. 

[SSa,b,c,d] 4 baskets. 

[56a,b] 2 washing tubs, wood. 

[57a,b] 2 pails, tin. 

. I 

[58a,b,c]· 3 barrels, wood; a water barrel, 2 storage barrels. 

[59) basket of apples. 

[60] 

[61] 

keg of beer. 

keg of cider. 

First Floor. Room #5: Kitchen 

The kitchen in the Headquarters served the General, his 

immediate "family" and his guests. The baking was done else-

/ where. Af.ter the heavy meal was served in the middle of the 

day, the kitchen was put in order, only the tea kettle left 

hanging on the trammel to heat water for tea. Pots and 

kettles ·sat around the hearth, ready for their next job. 

Other utensils were put away in the cupboard and chest. When 

the meal was not in progress, the cook could draw his arm

chair to the fire for relaxation. 

If breakfast was being served in the parlor, the water fqr 
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tea would be. kept hot in a tea kettle on a trivet· close to 

the fire. Preparation for the midday meal began the first 

thing in the morning. On the kitchen table the cook and his 

helpers would spread.out the food and utensils for cooking. 

Chairs would be pushed back fo~ the cook to get to the 

fireplace easily to· set up the spit and trammel for the 

day's work. In the evening the servants could sit around the 

fire after all had been cleaned up,. The candlesticks on 

the cupboard and warming pans were in other rooms at 

this time of night. All other utensils were put away for 

the day. 

[62] table, pine, country style, Philadelphia area, 

1770-1780, scratched, scraped, with the finish 

long worn away; in the Valley Forge Collection. 

[63] ladderback armchair, maple with rush seat, country· 

style, Philadelphia area, 1770-1775, seat frayed; 

for illustration see Bl5, p. 163, fig. 2, or 

wainscott chair in Valley Forge Collection. 

[64] cupboard, Chippendale, Phi~adelphia area, 1770-1780; 

Valley Forge Collection. . . 

[65] ladderback side chair, country style, Philadelphia 

area, 1770-1780; see [39,40]. 

[66,67] 2 windsor side chairs, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780, 

chipped green paint and worn legs; see [37 9 38] . 

. • .. • ·- ,1 
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[68] campaign chest, in Smithsonian collection; for 

illustration see B53, p, 20, fig; 11, reproduction. 

[69] butter crock, stoneware, Philadelphia area, 

eighteenth century . 

[70a,b,c,d] 4 chamberpots, earthenware, American, eighteenth 

century. 

[7la,b,c] 2 brooms, 1 hearth broom; reproduction. 

in the fireplace: 

.l72a] andirons, iron, Philadelphia area, 1750-1780; for 

illustration see B41, p. 258. 

[72b] spit, iron, American, eighteenth century, resting 

on andirons. 

[72c] jack, iron, American, 1770-1780, hung to control spit. 

[72d] stewpan, tin, American, 1750-1780, sitting on a trivet. 

[72e] saucepan, tin, American, i750-1780, sitting on a trivet. 

[72f] dripping pan, tin, American, eighteenth century, 

under spit. 
.) 

[72g] 2 trivets, iron, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780, on the 

hearth. 

(72h] dipper, tin, American, eighteenth century; hung 

above fireplace. 

(72i] skimmer, tin, American, eighteenth century, 

hung by dipper. 

[72j] 2 ladles, tin, American, eighteenth century, hung 

by ski1I1J.11er. 

' .. :· ... .,. 
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in the fireplace (con't): 

[72k] tea kettle, copper, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780, 

on trivet _[721]. 

[721] trivet, iron and brass, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780, 

on hearth. 

[72m] 2_ pots, iron, Philadelphia area, 1770~1780, hanging 

from trammel. 

[72n] fry pan, iron, Philadelp-hia area, 1?70-1780, on 

the hearth; 

[72o] toaster, iron, Ph;i.ladelphia area, 177.0-1780, on 

the hearth. 

[_72p] trammel, cast iron, Philadelphia area, 1750-1780,. 

hung in the_fireplace. 

[72q] betty lamp, tin, American, eighteenth century, 

hung above the fireplace .. 

[ 7/..r] I+ skewers, iron, American, eighteenth century, 

hung next: to the ladles. · 

[73] bedwarmer, brass and wood, Philadelphia area, 

1_770-1780; Valley Forge Collection. 

in the cupboard: 

on. the cupboard shelf: 

[74a] bread basket, tin, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780. 

[74b] 10 candlesticks, 2 iron hogscrapers, 4 tin, 2 

brass, American, 1765-1780. 

[_74c] 2 pair snuffers, 1 brass, 1 tin, American, 1765-1780 . 

. . . ... . 
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·on the cupboard shelves behind glass doors: 

bottom shelf: 

[74d] coffee pot, tin, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

[74e] pepper box, tin, Philadelphia area, 1750-1780. 

[74f] tea canister, tin, American, 1770-1780. 

[74g] mustard pot, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

second shelf: 

[74h] 3 bowls, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

[74i] 

[74j] 

[74k] 

sauceboat, creamware, English, "1770-1780. 

platter, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

3 mugs, pewter, Philadelphia, 1770-1780. 

third shelf: 

[741] 3 mugs, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1770-1780. 

[74m) 2 dishes, earthenware, Philadelphia area, .1750-1780. 

[74n] 12 plates, creamware, English, 1775-1780; see [30k). 

top shelf: 

[74o] 12 plates, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780, 

slipware . 

. [74p] 

[74q] 

[75] 

pitcher, earthenware, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

6 tumblers, glass, English, 1770-1780. 

candlebox, pine, American, eighteenth century, 

with candles. (on cupboard shelf) 

on the table: 

[76a,b) dredging box and grater, tin, Philadelphia area, 

1765-1780. 

[76c] funnel, tin, American, eighteenth century. 
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[ 76d] 

[76e] 

[76f] 

[76g] 

[76h] 

[76i] 

[ 76j] 

.J4 

on the table (cbn't): 

collander, tin, American, eighteenth century. 

bowl, earthemvare, Philadelphia area, 1765-1780. 

sieve, tin, American, eighteenth century. 

3 spice boxes,_wood, American, eighteenth century . 
. . -· ·' . 

salt cellar, wood,.American, eighteenth century. . .. . . . . 

sugar box, tin, American, 1760-1780. 

cream pot, earthenware, American, 1765-1780. 

[76k,l] knifebox, pine, American, eighteenth century~ ~~:t~~ 

6 knives. in. the box, tin with wooden handles, 

American, 1765-1780. 

[77] basket with turnips. (on the window sill) 

[78] basket with potatoes. (on the window sill) 

[79] bowl of eggs. (on the table) 

Second Floor. Room #6: Servants' room 

'· . This was a very bare room, furnished as a bedroom for .. 

the cook and another house servant. It: could also be used: 

for storage. 

' . . \ 

[80a] packing box; see [1), reproduction. 

(80b] trunk; see [90], reproduction. 

[81] table, pine, country style, Philadelphia area, 

1765-1780, marred with signs of age; for 

illustration see B41, p. 271, smalle square 
-

stretcher table. 

. ···:~· 
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