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INTRODUCTION 

This is the 2000 NRCS Plant Materials Centers annual progress report on cooperative project 
agreements between the National Park Service (NPS) and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS), formerly the Soil Conservation Service. These projects relate to development of 
native plant materials for park roads and restoration projects. The NPS and NRCS have been 
cooperating in testing and increasing of native plants under a Memorandum of Understanding and 
Interagency Agreement since 1989. 

The NRCS Plant Materials Centers have prepared two types of reports. (1) Brief One Page 
Summary (attached) and (2) A comprehensive Annual Technical Report. 

The "One Page Summary Report" is sent to parks with current projects, to respective NPS field 
areas and associated park resource managers and respective NRCS offices. Additional copies of 
the "one page summary report" are available on request. This report can be requested from Russ 
Haas, NRCS National Technical Advisor, National Park Service, Denver Service Center, P.O. 
Box 25287, Lakewood CO. 80225. E- Mail russ haas@nps.gov or Phone 303- 969-2172. 

The comprehensive 2000 Annual Technical reports are also available at the above address or from 
respective plant material centers. 

Below is the "Table of Contents" which lists the projects that were active at parks in 2000. If you 
have any questions or comments to improve the use and distribution of these reports, please 
contact Russ Haas or Nancy Dunkle at NPS/DSC. 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
and 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PLANT MATERIALS PROGRAM 

OVERVIEW OF FY 2000 ACTIVITIES 

Development and Administration of Interagency Agreements. Thirteen new 
agreements and 8 agreement extensions were developed this fiscal year. At this time there 
are 33 active projects at 23 National Parks in cooperation with 9 Plant Materials Centers. 

Plant and Seed Production. The PMCs produced approximately 1,350 pounds of seed 
and 43,725 transplants of 334 indigenous native grass, forb, shrub and tree species (84 
grass, 99 forb, 104 shrub, and 47 tree species) in 2000. 

Technical Assistance. Technical assistance was provided to DSC Landscape Architects 
and Project Managers; and regional specialists, park natural resources personnel relative 
to weed/ exotic plant control, bioengineering concepts and recommendations, plant 
species, irrigation, seeding and erosion control specifications, monitoring and 
development of interagency agreements. 

Technology Transfer. 
• Significant progress was made towards a joint NPS, NRCS, NFS and 

University of Idaho effort to document native plant propagation protocols on 
an interagency website. The website called "Native Plants Network" 
(http://native plants.for.uidaho.edu) provides a location where native plant 
propagators can register, share information and be recognized for the 
techniques they have developed for some of the native species that are not 
commercially available. Over 500 protocols have been entered. Of these 
approximately 300 are NPS and 150 are NRCS. The goal is to eventually use 
this information to revise the 1993 publication "Native Plant Propagation 
Techniques for National Parks" 

• Coordinated and conducted a Bioengineering /Wetland Workshop for DSC 
personnel utilizing an NRCS Plant Materials Wetland Ecologist. 

• Developed, published and distributed a program brochure and report to all 
NRCS PMCs, PMS, and State Conservationists. This was also distributed to 
selected National Parks and revegetation personnel. 

• Technology development related to Acadia National Park was reported by the 
Big Flats New York PMC in two "Native Plant Journal" articles and a poster 
presentation at the Second Eastern Native Grass Conference. 

• The Knox City Texas PMC described the development of indigenous 
seed/plants for the Big Bend National Park at the annual meeting of the Texas 
Society of Ecological Restoration. 
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