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NPS/NRCS Interagency

Plant Materials Centers

WHAT THE PROGRAM HAS DONE

NATIVE FLANT DEVELOFMENT

Ttlis program is devcloping new scccl/l:)lant tectmology,
mcthodology, and sources that hclp meet the needs and
goals of both agencies.

* |ncreased or tested more than 1,400 native SPccics or
ccotyPcs.

* |nitiated more than 40 test Projccts to clcvcloP
cstablishmcnt, management, seed Procluction, and
Proccssing tcchniqucs otgrasscs and forbs and the
Propagation of trees and shrubs.

* Dcvclopccl successful propagation tccl‘miqucs for
over 700 native species that were not commcrcia”y
available.

* Froclucccl a Proximatcly 30,000 FLS Pounds of
native grass/ﬁ:rb seed and 720,000 native tree/shrub
sccc”ings.

& Assistccl % | National Farks under 105 separate
Projccts with 12 Flant Matcria]s Centers to revegetate
over 4,000 acres.

* ]ncrcasccl the rcvcgctation success rate and reduced
the need to revegetate a second time.
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TECHNOLOGY DEVELOFMENT AND TRANSFER

T echnical |nformation has been comPilccl, Publishccl, and
distributed to various federal state and Privatc institutions which
has assisted in rcc[ucing duP]ication of efforts and Pavccl the way
for intcragcncy coordination of reclamation spccitications. With
the current focus on native sPccics and cco~sgstcm~basccl
management, this program is making a signiticant contribution in
the area of native Plant teclmologg‘

* DcvcloPccl a series of computcr tools (5cccl Katc
Calculator) and a guidc (Road Kcvcgctation Cost Estimating
Guiclclincs) to assist with sccding rate sPccitication and aid in
standardization of sPccitications.

* Fublishcd a 2+O—Pagc Pub]ication, “Native Flant FroPagation
T echniques for National Parks. This Pub]ication summarizes
seed collection and Propagation tcchnologg for over 200 native
Plant sPccics‘

Great Smoky Mountains NP

* FrcParcd technical notes and Prcscntcd papers at
Protcssional meetings and worksl-nops.

* 750 native Plant Propagation Protocols have been entered
into the mu ti~agcncy internet website,
www.natichlantnctwork.org

* Dcvclopcd a rcvcﬁctation site in the NP S lnside NPS
intranet website. T he site Providcs basic How to as well as
FLHF program guiclclincs, sPccitications, cost estimating and

links to information sources.

NRCSFLANT MATERIALS CENTERS

Thc Natural Resources Conscrvation Scrvicc maintains 26
Plant Materials (enters throughout the Unitcd States,
inc]ucling Alaska and [Hawaii. T hese centers have been
clcvcloping Plant materials for conservation programs since the
earlg 1930s. Eacti centeris located to take acjvantagc of
climatc, topography, and soils in parts of two or more states (see
map).

The NRCS program screens a largc number of sPccics used in
revegetation work. Sclcctccl ccotyPcs are increased as
tectmologg dcvclops, and seeds are made available for field-
testing, Higtn standards of seed qua!ity and genetic intcgritg are
guaranteed bg isolating fields for each sPccies. Computers are
used to maintain accurate records on Plant collections, varieties
and 5Pccics viability tests. Each centeris cquiPPccl with seed
clcaning facilities to handle a wide variety of native Plants to
Producc l—:ighquality, weed free seeds and transplants.

Some centers work with native threatened or cnclangcrccl
sPccics that may Potcntia"y be used in various conservation
programs. Evcntua”g the centers will be able to sup lg plants
that existed in historical settings but that are currently limited to
a sPccitic historic site.

NRCS TECHNICALASSISTANCE

Unclcr the cooPcrativc agrccmcnt the Natural Kcsourccs

( onservation Service may also supply technical assistance
clircctlg to Par|< managers. [ ach state NRC.S office has
sPccialists who can assist with information about adapted
Plants, the best seed sources, and the availability of sPccitic
sPecics. Thcg can also Proviclc information about standards
and spccitications used on critical areas as well as seed
quality standards. T his cxpcr'tise exchange will result in
better success with NFS revegetation Projccts‘

Native Plants
for National Parks

COST-EFFECTIVE FROGRAMS FOR

* RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

* REVEGETATIONWITHNATIVEFLANTS

* THREATENED ORENDANGERED SFECIES
* HISTORICALTLANTS

A CooPcrativc Frograrn between the
National Park Service, u.s. DePartment of the |nterior

and Natural Resources C onservation Service,

Uu.s. DePartment orFAgricuh:ure



INTRODUCTION

I_nsuring ecosystem integrity is a concern tor the
National Farl( Service (NFS) Construction,
maintenance, visitor use activities and natural
occurrences such as flood, carthquakcs and landslides
result in disturbances to soil and vegetation.

Thc National Park Service is also concerned with the
control of invasive sPccics; the Prcsewation of
threatened and cnclangcrccl sPccics; and using historical
Plant materials to prepetuate or re-create Pcriocl
Plantings at historical sites.

|n 1989, the National Park Service and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRC.S, Formerlg
SC9) signcd a cool:)crativc agreement to share
technical exper‘tisc and to clcvclop indigcnous native

lant materials for use in Parlc revegetation programs to
meet these cha"cngcs.
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HOW THE FROGRAM WORKS

The NRCS Plant Materials Frogram is a nationwide
program that can }‘ICIP Provide genetic strains of Plant
materials that are native to an individual park. B
working with the Flant Matcria]s Ccnter located in the
most aPProPria’cc climatic and toPograPhic region, each
Paric now has a cost-effective means for cva]uating Plant
materials and meeting vegetation resource management
needs. This cost~s|13ring program rovides a money
saving alternative to clevcloping a Pl:;nt propagation
Faci]ity at each Parl(.

Cover Photos clockwise from top left: Merced River, Yosemite
National Park; Columbia brome, Corvallis Plant Materials
Ccnter, Orcgon; Glacicr Nationa| Far&; bear grass, Knhcc
E_clge T rail, Mesa Verde National Park.
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To use the Plant materials program, Par|< managers will
idcntimcg what Plant sPccies are needed for revegetation
Projccts. Seeds or Plan’cs will be Plantccl, nurtured , and
rcProclucccl for two or three growing seasons. The centerwill
ensure that the genetic characteristics are Prcscrvcd, and the
Plants or seeds will then be returned to the Par‘c for P|anting.

WHAT THE FROGRAM CAN DO FOR YOU
* ldcntify Plant sPccics needed.
* Co"cct and process native seed.

* Provide higl'l quality custom grown container Plants and field
roduction of native forb and grass seed from sitc—sPcciFic

collections.
* F nsure genetic integrity.

* Provide technical assistance on site Prcparation, Plant
cstablishmcnt; weed control, seed collection and Proccssing.

big Bend National Park revegetation Projcct

lant Matcria|5

Mesa Verde | ouisiana sage and yarrow,
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REQUESTINGASSISTANCE

This program was origina"y clcvclopccl to deal with rojccts

under the Federal | ands Hi hwag program (FLHD), which
are administered bg the NFS Denver Scrvicc Center
(DSC) Thc program has since cxpanclcd to include non~
FLHF Projcc’cs related to native P]ant revegetation and
restoration. | o request assistance to establish a plant

materials agreement, contact the DSC T echnical Advisors.

NFS chhnical Advisor NRCS chhnical Advisor
Denver Service Center
%0%-969-2172

Denver Service Center
30%-969-2292

ElPortal Road, Yosemite National Park

Before revegetation

E}Portal Road, Yosemite National Park
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CooPcrativc Frograms are cun"cntly underwa3 at the

fo"owing NKC5 Flant Matcrials Centers and Farl(s.

o Alderson, WV Stones River NB

° Abcrclccn, ]D Cratcrs of the Moon NM

° Bcltsvi"c, MD Cumbcﬂancl Gap NHF
Great Smokg Mountains NF
Gcorgc Wasl—:ing’con Memorial

Farlcwag

° Big Flats, NY Acadia NP

° Briclger, MT Yellowstone NF
Glacier NP

° Capc May, NJ Acadia NF

e (Conrvallis, OR Mount Rainier NP
Cratcr Laicc NF
Olgmpic NP

o Knox City, TX Big Bend NF

o [ ockford, CA chuoia/Kings Cangon NFP

e | oslunas, NM Car|sbacl Cavcrns NF
Grand Canyon NF

Hubblc Tracling Fost NH5
FiPc SPring NM
Zion NP
e Meeker, CO Brycc Canyon NP
Dinosaur NM
Grcat Sancl Duncs NF&F
| assen Volcanic NF
Mesa Verde NP
Grand Tcton NF
Kocl(y Mountain NF
Y osemite NF
[ Rosc Lal(c, M] Apostlc lslancl NL
Jsle Koyalc NP

Somc Prcvious Prcjccts include: bandc]icr NM,

Canyon [ ands NF, Chickasaw NR A, Gatcway
NRA, Glen Cangon NRA, Lake Meredith NRA,
[ava Beds NM, Natchez T race Farlcway, Petrified
Forest NF, Se uoia/Kings Canyon NF,
5hcnandoa|1 N‘%, WuPatki NM.
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