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Sugiestions for a Generclized Snap Removal
rolicy Desipned to P'rotect Vildlife

The following suggestions have vecn prepared by the Wildlife Division,
Branch of Rescarch and Bducation, in collaboration with the Brunch of Forcstry
for thu assistance of those who arc cngeged in jobs for snag thinning wnd re-
moval in ncotional and State park crcas in order to carry out firo hazard ro-
duction with « minimum adverse cff.ct upon wildlife:

The freyuent nccessity of undorteking snag removel for firc protcction
is fully rocognizod, and it is folt that, beccuse of ividely varying local
conditions, decisions cs to th. uxtunt wnd ncturc of rumoval oporctions con
bust be made by those who are cctunlly on th. ground.

Dord snags arv o naturzl component ol uvery forest, whether virgin or
recently burned. They provido food und nesting sites for meny specics of
birds und for somc of th. mammals. For somu species they provide the ma-
Jority of the food, und proctically the only possible nesting sites. Lalthough
local conditions vary so widuly that it is impossible to be spunific us to tho
minimum dosirable number of snuygs, it m.y 0 cstimeted roughly thut over ox-
tonsive burncd croas any reduction to l.ss thn on: suitn lo snag per uecro
will couso o marked reduction of wildlifu, und in many aruas oven such a
number will bu quite incdoquato. It is regopaizoed, howovor, thut in the
casv of cruas supporting stands of Douglas fir, or stunds of mixed conifors,
it moy somctimes bo nccessury, for th. snke of firu preatuction, to limin.te
all snags in o strip alon; truck troil risht of wuys, ridgos or fir bronks.

Snags with large stick nests in thom should always be sparcd if possi.le,
bocause birds building such nests usually bolon;; to a rrthoer raro specius
whosc habit it is to ruturn yoar aftor yoar to th . scme nest. If the nest
site is dostroyed they moy dosort the eres entircly.

onegs with nesting holes in thom should ue left if ot «ll possiblo, and
should not bu cut betweon May 1 :nd Aaugust 1, since youny and oips mey bo
dostr Oy()d .

Snuwps 16 inchos or moro in Jdicmotor are usnally of moro viluo to wild-
1ife then wre thoso of loscor digmol r.

onugs rowching well wbove the undorpyrocti (usnelly 30 ta Hiv foot hi,h)
arc usually just as valuzllo to most forms of wildlifo -s snaps 00 or morg
foot hiph und, of “ourse, -onstitutu mu h lcss of o+ firo hozard.

Douglas f'ir or pin. snags ur. moro viluw.lu to wildlifu thun snugs of
ceder or tumerack (Lorix sp,)  Cottonwood snuce arc  onsidored to be  low



in fire hazard os well as desirable lor wildlife; ithe true firs, on the other
hend, are particulerly troutlesome from the stoendpoint of firce hazord.

onags with wll or somo of the bark en :re more valuanble Lhun those which
erc decoply chirred into Lhoe wood over most of their surtuces.

The following birds arc largely or wholly dspoendent on snugs tor food or
nesting sites or both: Bluc Heron; Wood Duck, Berrows Goldencye, american
Mer ganser, Hooded Merganser; Pigeon Hewk, Sparrow Huwk; Bearn Owl, Spotted
Owl, Berred Cwl, Scw-whot owl, Screcch Cwl, Pygmy Owl; Vwux Swift; Halry
Woodpceker, Downy Woodpocker, Whitu-hoaded Woodpecker, Threc-tocd Woodpecker,
Pilcated Woodpecker, Ceolifornic Woodpecker, Redhtaded #oodjocker, Lowis Wood-
pecker, Flicker; Crested Flycatcher, Ash-throsted Flycatchor; Purple Hortin,
Trece Swallow, Violet-Green Swallow; Titmouse, Chickadec, Nuthoatch; Jrooper;
Bewick Wren, House Wroen, Eastern Bluobird, Westorn Bluobird, Mountain Bluc-
birds A great meny other birds use snags occasion:lly.

Cf thc mammals, the Flying Sijuirrels and come of th: Bots wre cbsolutoly
dependent upon snegs, while many other forms, such as Roccoons, Ringtaile,
Martens, Fishers, Gray and Red Sguirrels, Wood Hais and White-footed Mice
moke cxtensive use of thome
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