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Tho following suggestions havo toon proparod by tho Wildlife Division, 
Branch of Rosoarch and education, in collaboration with tho Brunch of Forestry 
for the assistance of thoso who arc engaged in jobs for snag thinning and re
moval in national and State park aroas in ordor to carry out fire hazard re
duction with a minimum adverse effect upon wildlife: 

The frequent nocossity of undertaking snag removal for fire protection 
is fully rocognizod, and it is felt that, because of widely varying local 
conditions, docisions as to the extent raid nature of removal operations can 
bast be made by thoso who are actually on the ground. 

Doad snags are a natural component of every forest, whether virgin or 
recently burned. They provide food and nesting situs for many species of 
birds tuid for some of the mammals. For some species they provide tho ma
jority of the food, and practically tho only possible nesting sites, although 
local conditions vary so widely that it is impossible to be specific as to tho 
minimum dosirable number of snags, it m-.y b estimated roughly that over ox-
tensivo burned aroas any reduction to l.,ss than on* suite lo snag per acre 
will cause a marked reduction of wildlife, and in many areas even such a 
number will be quite inadequate. It is r.-oognizod, howovor, that in tho 
case of areas supporting stands of Douglas fir, or stands of mixod conifers, 
it may sometimes be nocossary, for th.. sake of fire protection, to limin..to 
all snags in a strip along truck trail right of ways, ridges or fir-breaks. 

Snags with largo stick nests in them should always be spared if possi -lo, 
bocauso birds building such nosts usually bolong, to a rr.thor rare species 
whose habit it is to return yoar after year to th same nost. If tho nest 
site is dostroyod they may dosert the area entirely. 

Snags with nesting holes in them should be left if at all possible, and 
should not be cut bo two en May 1 and August 1, since- young and orgs may be 
destroyed. 

Snugs 15 Inches or mor in diameter ar .- usually of more value to wild
life than are those of lesser diamul r. 

Snugs reaching well above the undergrowth (usually ?><• to •'>•'• feet hijh) 
are usually just as valuable to most forms o}" wildlife -.r, snags 5>n or more 
feut high and, of -ourse, -onstitutu mu h liss of a fire hazard. 

Douglas fir or pin-, snags are more valuable to wildlife than snags of 
codar or trjnorack (Larix spt) Cottonwood snags are onsidored to be low 



in f i r e hazard as wel l as d e s i r a b l e for w i l d l i f e ; the t r ue f i r s , on the other 
hand, ore p a r t i c u l a r l y troublesome from the s tandpoin t of f i r e hazard . 

Gnags with a l l or somo of the bark on are morn va luable then those which 
arc; deeply charred I n t o the wood over most of t h e i r s u r f a c e s . 

The fo l lowing b i rd s aro l a r g e l y or wholly dependent on snags for food or 
n e s t i n g s i t e s or bo th : Blue Horon; Wood Duck, Barrows Goldenoye, American 
Merganser, Hoodod Merganser; Pigeon Hawk, Sparrow Hawk; Earn Owl, Spotted 
Owl, Barrod Owl, Scw-whot owl, Screech Owl, Pygmy Owl; Vaux Swift; Hairy 
Woodpecker, Downy "Woodpecker, Whitu-hoadod Woodpecker, Throe-toed "Woodpecker, 
P i l e a t e d Woodpecker, C a l i f o r n i a Woodpecker, Redheaded 'Woodpecker, Lewis 'Wood
pecker , F l i c k e r ; Crested F lyca t che r , Ash-throated F lyca tche r ; Purple Mart in , 
Treo Swallow, Violet-Groon Swallow; Titmouse, Chickadee, Nuthatch; Creeper; 
Bewick Wren, Houso Wren, Eas t e rn Blueb i rd , Western Bluebi rd , Mountain Blue
b i r d . 'A g r o t t many other b i rd s use snags occas iona l l y . 

Of the mammals, the F ly ing S q u i r r e l s and some of the Bats are abso lu te ly 
dependant upon snags , while many other forms, such as Raccoons, R i n g t a i l s , 
Mortons, F i s h e r s , Gray and Red S q u i r r e l s , Wood Rats and White-footed Mice 
mako ex tens ive use of them. 
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