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In 1899, Vicksburg National Military Park was designated to commemorate the campaign, siege and
defense of Vicksburg during the American Civil War. Comprised of an open, formerly agrarian
landscape with few trees, and a unique loess soil ridge-and-ravine habitat, the park spans the
boundary between two physiographic regions and is characterized by deep, highly erodible loess
bluffs that support unique mesic hardwood forests. These forests function as an ecotone between the
moist bottomland hardwood forests within the floodplain of the Mississippi Alluvial Valley and the
well-drained upland forests that dominate the Southeastern Coastal Plain. This habitat is home to
many bird species including the Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis), and has warranted
recognition as an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.

Backdrop to the Battlefield

During the 1863 campaign, much of the forest within the boundaries of present-day Vicksburg
National Military Park was cleared. Lack of adequate vegetative cover left the loess soil exposed and
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and ravines in the park during the 1930s. Although forests now dominate much of the park’s
landscape, park personnel realize that the CCC's effort was only partially successful. Current
technologies now enable us to maintain soil stability without intensive tree planting, mainly through
the use of resilient and quick-growing grasses. Management practices at Vicksburg National Military
Park make use of these grasses to return specific areas to their historic viewsheds present at the time
of the 1863 conflict. The recently completed battlefield restoration project removed 90 acres of
woodland vegetation, exposing historic terrain features germane to interpretation of the area’s
military action and opening vistas to commemorative monuments long hidden from the public’s view.
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