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ln 1899, Vicksburg National Military Park was designated to commemorate the campaign, siege and
defense of Vicksburg during the American Civil War. Comprised of an open, formerly agrarian
Iandscape with few trees, and a unique Ioess soil ridge-and-ravine habitat, the park spins the
boundary between two physiographic regions and is characterized by deep, highly erodible loess
bluffs that support unique mesic hardwood forests. These forests function as an ecotone between the
moist bottomland hardwood forests within the floodplain of the Mississippi Alluvial Valley and the
well-drained upland forests that dominate the Southeastern Coaital Plain. This habitat is home to
many bird species including the Mississippi Kite (lctinia mississippiensis), and has warranted
recognition as an lmportant Bird Area by the National Audubon Society.
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within the boundaries of present-day Vicksburg
uate vegetative cover left the loess soil exposed and

Backdrop to the Battlefield



EXPERIENCE YOUR AM ERICATM


