Vicksburg National Mili

Vicksburg National Military Park at Vicksburg, Mississippi was
established by the U.S. War Department in 1899 to preserve the
site of a pivotal battle of the American Civil War. The park was
designed to provide visitors with access fo and inferpretation of
historically significant areas, relating to the 1863 campaign for the
city of Vicksburg. After the battle, various veterans groups, states
and the federal government placed monuments, memorials and
markers throughout the Confederate and Union troop lines fo
commemorate those who fought there. To facilitate visitors, it was
necessary fo develop a road system that would complement the
site and provide quick and easy access to @ monumental
landscape with many points of interest.

Park commissioners and engineers involved with planning the tour
roads, led by Resident Commissioner William T. Rigby, wanted to
make the park as convenient as possible for its visitors. In their
opinion, the park was intended for the average citizen who would
spend a few hours touring the grounds, not the military or historical
expert who would devote days or weeks fo the study of siege
operations. The result was a park tour designed fo be seen from
the road via horse, wagon, or carriage...and later automobiles.

The tour roads, nearly a century old, have evolved from gravel
roadways to an elaborate network of primarily one-way routes
paved with concrete and asphalt. The tour roads were laid in
curvilinear alignments over and around the rolling landscape
passing by the most significant trenches, encampments and battle
sites along the siege lines, thus presenting a variety of views of
the restored battlefield with monuments, interpretive signs, artillery
placements and other historical points of interest. Maintained
vistas, mowed bays and other landscape concems along the
roads complement the visitor experience of the park while
elaborate drainage systems protect the roadway from erosion of
the loess soil during heavy rains.
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Vicksburg, Missi

Entrance Arch near park visitor center, 1997. Scanned from photo by Bill Faust.

This project is part of the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), a long-range program to document historically significant engineering and industrial works in the
United States. The HAER program is administered by the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record Division (HABS/HAER) of the Na-
tional Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The Vicksburg National Military Park (VNMP) Roads and Bridges Recording Project was cosponsored by HAER (E.
Blaine Cliver, Chief) and VNMP (William Nichols, Superintendent). The project was funded by the Federal Lands Highway Program (Thomas Edick, Administrator)
through the National Park Service Park Roads and Parkways Program (Mark Hartsoe, Manager). The field work, measured drawings, historical reports, and photographs
were prepared under the direction of Program Manager Todd A. Croteau and Richard Quin, Program Historian. The recording team consisted of William Pete Brooks,
field supervisor; landscape architect Deb James, and architect Gregory Seale. Historical reports were prepared by project historian Courtney Youngblood. Formal large-
format photography was done by William Foust. The team was assisted by VNMP Historian Terrence Winschel,
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Vicksburg National Military Park was transferred fo the National
Park Service in 1933 and has been managed by the NPS since.
Though most of the tour road features remain the same, several
major changes have occurred. During the “Mission 66” period of
the park service a large portion of the park and road system was
ceded to the City of Vicksburg. This included the southem section
of the crescent that formed the siege line. Although maintained as
a city park, there are noticeable differences in the aesthetic qualty.
The presence of utility lines, fire hydrants and street lamps distracts
from viewing the monuments. Within the national park such
amenities are not visible.

The many bridges in the park are a particularly interesting feature
of this road system due to their ornamental detailing and early
construction technologies. The steel arch bridge on Confederate
Avenue over Jackson Road is the only bridge of its kind in the state
of Mississippi. Bypassed by another bridge in 1972, the structure
remains and has been used as a pedestrian bridge. Nine Melan-
type concrete arch bridges were constructed along Union Avenue
in 1903. These reinforced concrete bridges have held up
remarkably over time, however, geologic forces, erosion, and
heavy traffic have taken their toll.  The brick-faced concrete arch
bridge on Confederate Avenue, spanning Halls Ferry Road, was
designed by the National Park Service and Bureau of Public Roads
and is also the only bridge of its kind in the state.

This documentation defines the unique characteristics of the
Vicksburg National Military Park Tour Roads and interprets the
evolution of design, construction and maintenance of the
monumental landscape as related to the tour road experience.
Today, the tour roads remain heavily used and the older structures
along the routes are being considered for replacement. This record
will preserve on paper those details that make the park unique.
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BASED ON: 1962 USGS 7.5 MINUTE MAPS: VICKSBURG EAST, VICKSBURG WEST & REDWOOD QUADRANGLES;
"VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK, BY THE PARK COMMISSION..." MAP NOS. 1-4;
AND PHOTOGRAPHS FOUND IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

OV V VAT RNDTTITRLTLANTLRDRALCTLLTAVNAVLTLLDT DT TTTLRLTTALRLLTTLATTLTLLLIDLILISTLBaeeDsP
'l ¢
. LEGEND |  invoex o HisTORIC BRIDGES |
¢ ¢
. HAER MiLE SEE v
2 f\f PARK Tour RoAD . \ / BoUNDARY | 963 BrIDGE PosT SHEET ;
: . TO PRESENT
: =S | 1 MELaN ARcH MS-14A O.2 8 OF |2 ;
PY ~ /
] °- . ORLITERATED RoAD N ./ PARKLAND CEDED )
Oy - 2 8 OF |2
: . \ To CiTy, 1963 2 MELAN ARcCH MS-14A | ‘
¢ : ?
: /\j CONNECTING ROAD Yb' SIGNIFICANT 3 MELAN ARCH MS-14a 6.4 8 OF 12 : -
/ | MiLTagy SiTE 4 MELAN ARcH MS-14A 6.7 8 OF | 2 :
/¢ : ?
v ONUMEN
; HisToRIC BRIDGE A STATE MONUMENT 5 MELAN ARCH MS-14a 6.9 O OF |2 :
/ ,
H ~ MaJOR CITY STREET  +—+++ RAILROAD LINE O STEEL MS-12 1.4 lorz W
0\~\\\\\sssqsass\\\sxsxxxssssssss\\\ss-sssss&s&ssyssxss»s~s~s§s-~ssss~ssss&sssb

N~ e

RS S
=T\ E
2 = = TN
NE NN

/('//

o

S
oy
O
S
N
NS
N

//)
s
g

——
i

IR

67

)

H_Z
W ST
,"» 4 \\\ \\\@

Battery
Selfridge

National

. N T \-\‘\ ”CE&L ‘
.\ Thayer's Approach \\ i
W ‘ 2

e

2] i

~
N

]
#

%
L

% Ayt

\

Great
Redoubt .

o
i

AN
Su

NN NS A éjﬂj/////;&_\&\l\\ﬁ
SRR )//;\fic\f;\i NS Ul
N A\ L (/- A Z,
" \\ \\K\\\\Q\\UIN\\“V!\\\\\g ) < 3 ///f ///A\ SR = >
m s \s\\\ | C F — . *\{y\;_g, \\®\ /
= N = Stonr & SN
- \§\5\\‘ = Stockade AR %M, a—":;_,; A /
" AN SIS Redan = &\ =/y,=Ransom's'"\\
= — e S Régan = 3
’:,3:2 \\x\\\\ \\i\/ 1 Eﬁ/ﬂ i Gun Path %—\X

=/ = "’?—i_
rrender’ »p\%/

PAg /NH
/\//Z.é;%// A Y
o~ ) W%ﬁ

=a

>~
~

=

|

/ 4
oeLineaten av:Pete Brooks 1997

¢ 7
(e p g—“\—\\\\\ <
M>A ‘\\\ N

SN

\~Z

/7//0 Z

Z D

.'=

n s
‘\ —t— " "See: REFERENCE MAP 2
,_‘-I“ _

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROADS & BRIDGES VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK SHEET
RECORDING PROGRAM TOUR ROADS
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR VICKSBURG WARREN COUNTY MISSISSIPPI 2or?

A
=

p AN \
f/s\\\\%\\\\§% ! '('\\\\\\\\\\\ s
WG« — Visitor \\\.\\-\\\\ 7 ]\
S AN 2

HISTORIC AMERICAN
ENGINEERING RECORD

MS-14

IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING

ANIT WYL



ANIT WML

595148

: x
g
&
NG
%
<
1

LOCATOR MAP

BASED ON: 1962 USGS 7.5 MINUTE MAPS: VICKSBURG EAST, VICKSBURG WEST & REDWOOD QUADRANGLES;
UNIVERSALMAP'S "VICKSBURG MISSISSIPPI STREET MAP,” 1997;
“VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK, BY THE PARK COMMISSION.." MAP NOS. 1 & 3-6;
AND PHOTOGRAPHS FOUND IN THE ARCHIVES OF THE VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK

oeLineaTen y: Pete Brooks, 1997

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROADS & BRIDGES
RECORDING PROGRAM

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

LOUISIANA

S

I

LYy
ol —, 3
<. 3

~ N i
& One of three original /&5
§ %) \ Qbservation Towers, €= g
S/%’ (see Reference Map 1), |
99 this concrete structure
/ < was built to provide
. better views of the
@ [ battlefield. Buift in 1910,
e all three were destroyed [::
< L in 1965 %

- \. o "“‘::‘...‘-o...u}“:.‘ .'.‘: ' .
Zs¢ Stouts Bayou Bridge.;
- - !{{”rf."}"" *e K ":S:", . )

. DR AR
f) e T L S 1 apr A
e NI AN
TP oy

i

Cede S

REFERENCE MAP 2

CONFEDERATE /

Fort Ga

RR Redoubt

'
¢ LEGEND INDEX TO HISTORIC BRIDGES ¢
¢ | ¢
¢ BRIDGE HAER MiLE See M
’ PARK TOUR RoAD . BoOUNDARY | 963 ’
¢ /\I \// TO PRESENT Fost  SHEET M
y , 7 MELAN ARCH Ms-14A 144 ooF 12 W
1 .. .»° OBLITERATED RoAD N ., PARKLAND CEDED ¢
q . \ To CITY, 1963 8 MELAN ARcH MS-14A 145 o9oOF |2 s
) ¢
’ f\j CONNECTING ROAD SIGNIFICANT Q@ MELAN ARCH MS-14A (50 9OF 12 [
. MILITARY SITE ¢
’ 10 MELAN ARcH MS-14A  15.1 9 OF 2 W
/ v HisTORIC BRIDGE A  STATE MonNuMENT '
4 11 MALONEY CIRCLE MS-148 —— 11 OF 12 : See: REFERENCE MAP 1
’ ¢ *® "
’ | 12 HALLs FERRY MS-l4C l20F 12 K
® A A 2 A A R 2l 22 22X 2 2 SR S ST TR RSB E R X A R e R R N S N N N Y T R LS T YA S Y Y22 22 2 )

%

TN
| i

. \>>/ﬁ—/_\ Pl
// il.///L//////

e /4:\
* ®

o

/o

I —
LA B W} YN Y

(5 . :\\\ A
— \GAS
NN z

\ South Fort

......

. TOUR
VICKSBURG

N
N
T

VICKSBURG_NATIONA
ROADS

WARREN COUNTY

L

DENE I
* ... - .
e - T Coa -
NS .
: M _‘~~ i) .. ~ - -
AxY L .
. \\ .

. -
/”
-

03) was destroyed in 1938 to make way for a new
crossing (see HAER Historical Report for details).

MISSISSIPPI

———

—

e
-

0 0.4
e e

MILES 1" =1/8 MILE

0 0.5
e

KILOMETERS 1.8000

""""""

opals

.......

G T ' One of the original four
LUty Steel bridges built along the
roads of the VNMP, Stout's Bayou

SHEET HISTORIC AMERICAN
ENGINEERING RECORD

Sort MS-14

IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING

ANITT NI L



ANIT WYL

595149

EVOLUTION OF
TRANSPORTATION

SIEGE QF VICKSB

4

T
SEHN) FUE

/‘."\\v
AR

Wy
AN B I
T
3 4\' e

wigy

L g
214 4%
B WY LAH
21k Z 4
= ‘;}».,-_J 2l (AP )
x B o . >
T TRE | L pe—— o Z, 4
' ll {1 2 S Ty
i -
3
MLACHENDS, 9 4
WA
5E hf ‘ v
1 ’ S

1364

CONFEDERATE GEN.
JOHN C. PEMBERTON
SURRENDERS CITY
TO GEN. U.S. GRANT
ON JULY 4, AFTER 47
DAY SIEGE.

NATIONAL CEMETERY

44 riies CREATED
Gen. Grant with Union troops 1876
moving on Old Jackson Rd. MISSISSIPPI RIVER
(Based on a sketch made CHANGED COURSE
July 4, 1863).
1899
NATIONAL MILITARY
PARK ESTABLISHED
" 1901
ROAD CONSTRUCTION
BEGAN
1902
YAZOO RIVER
DIVERSION CANAL
BUILT
1903
BRIDGE CONSTRUC-
TION AND PLACEMENT
LEGEND OF MONUMENTS
=~ CONFEDERATE TROOPS BE GAN
~~ UNION TROOPS |
1935

C.C.C. (CIVILIAN
CONSERVATION
CORPS) WORK ON
DRAINAGE SYSTEM,

PARK ROADS PAVED

1

O

lead

W7
)

X LEGEND

|

DELINEATED BY: Debor&ﬁ; James, 1997

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROADS 8 BRIDGES
RECORDING PROGRAM

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

View of Confederate Ave.
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BATTLEFIELD TOUR ROADS

SCHEMATIC VIEW

With Confederate Ave. and Union Ave. facing their
respective battle lines, the park commissioners and
engineers involved with planning the tour roads
wanted to make the park as convenient as possible
for its visitors to view the 1863 Vicksburg siege.
Winding among the hills of Vicksburg, the tour roads
follow many switchbacks and steep grades. Certain
areas are shaded by a canopy of lush vegetation
while other areas are intentionally kept open to view
significant battle lines. This intetpretive drawing
represents the park areas between Pemberton Ave.
and the Old Jackson Road as well as significant
monuments and battle line history.
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CONFEDERATE AVE. G N T S e
; )
PERSPECTIVE OF THAYER'S APPROACH LOOKING IN
A WESTERLY DIRECTION
peLiNeaTED BY: DEDOrah James Pete Brooks, 1997
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ROADS & BRIDGES VICKSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK TOUR ROADS SHEET HISTORIC AMERICAN
RECORDING PROGRAM ) : ENGINEERING RECORD
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR VICKSBURG ‘ WARREN COUNTY MISSISSIPPI Tor? MS-14

ROADWAY ENGINEERING

CONFEDERATE AVENUE l UNION AVENUE

‘ " GRADING | LOESS SOIL /4
IR LN The grading of all of the park o
roads involved changing the
elevation of the existing landscape
to accommodate the necessary GRASS PLUGS
circulation and to facilitate the
removal of storm water. Since
the loess soil is highly erodible,
stabilization of the graded hillsides
was solved with installation of
subsurface culverts and roadside
gutters. Grass plugs on the sloped
hillsides secured the loess soil
from further erosion. G 52 S /GRAVITY RETAINING WALL
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BEFORE

GRADING - BEFORE

GRADING

DRAINAGE GUTTER

DRAINAGE

CULVERT AFTER GRADING

AFTER GRADING
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CONFEDERATE AVENUE UNION AVENUE
1930s PAVING 1970s

S0 The original 1901 dirt roadway 16
6; 96" | 96" 5| on Confederate Ave was 20" wide 6! 76" . 76" 6l .
e LONGITUDINAL JOINT while Union Ave. was graded in | g 13
*..4 A w,, TR .‘{- 1903 at a Width Of 16: By JUIy 1903‘
26" | S0 26" | 26" 50" Y rk roads were metalled
VARIABLE WIDTH __ 7"-5"-7" the pa ads were metalleq,

using chert gravel. During the

1930 s, Confederate Ave. was

paved in concrete sections,

20 withcast curbs to accommodate the
e JTOWING pOpUlarity of the automobile.

Asphalt paving of Union Ave. began
with the Mission 66

1003 | development program and was | 1903
| completed in the early 1970s.

1930 S SUPER ELEVATED CONCRETE PAVING
LAID IN SECTIONS

1970 S SUPER ELEVATED ASPHALT PAVING
WITH 3" CONCRETE MOUNTABLE CURB

1903 CHERT GRAVEL ON HARD PAN SURFACE.

CONFEDERATE AVENUE | UNION AVENUI
ALIGNMENT |

The park roads are aligned to follow F
the 1863 Vicksburg siege lines;
the Confederate line surrounded \
the city of Vicksburg in the higher ]
; elevations, while the Union lines
progressed from all sides at lower
elevations. The natural hilly, sloped B v N A L
terrain creates a winding Union L Union A e
Avenue through thick vegetation. =< Union s
Confederate Avenue's i
meandery roadway curves
through the higher ground,allowing K/
views of Union Avenue. e

m

aee

Confederate
Line

LEPNC L LT erH)

Confederate
Ave.

. PLAN VIEW
“NOT TO SCALE

" PLAN VIEW
NOT TO SCALE

-------

ST M.t e et ek

IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING

ANIT WML



SL0S










“ot)

SOST
















%m@ z%iQ

f




HAER, 13,14 72

7 A

























HAER M S 14=10







HAER M5/4 -12.




e st v o et
ONCRCEWENT AT SHCKSIN. o w1



















HAZQ MSI4 ~ 19!







HAER M S- 1Y -2

























LT T













€5 -F1-SW "ON YOVH










HACR No, MsS~14-3b













T
&
R
P
o
B
®
i







ITAER. No. m§







5
>
M
Vs

&
’

.
>

-

{ -

-4

it




iy
+
@
7

LRRTR

il

Skl - T OA




HAEGR Na.yNS - 14-UYip







FAER No. MS-14-H%




	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00001a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00002a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00003a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00004a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00005a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00006a
	aster-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-sheet-00007a
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314379cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314380cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314381cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314382cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314383cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314384cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314385cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-color-314386cu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344758pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344759pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344760pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344761pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344762pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344763pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344764pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344765pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344766pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344767pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344768pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344769pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344770pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344771pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344772pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344773pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344774pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344775pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344776pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344777pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344778pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344779pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344780pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344781pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344782pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344783pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344784pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344785pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344786pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344787pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344788pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344789pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344790pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344791pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344792pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344793pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344794pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344795pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344796pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344797pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344798pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344799pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344800pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344801pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344802pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344803pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344804pu
	master-pnp-habshaer-ms-ms0300-ms0317-photos-344805pu

