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"Archeological Reconnaisance of the Island of St. John
Frederik W. Sleight, 1962.

"Archeological Survey of St. John"
Southeast Archeological Center, 1976.

Following individual properties within the Virgin Islands National Park and National
Park Service ownership have been included in the Historic American Building Survey.and

* Historic American Engineering Records . =~ .7 .00 7 Tnlengl0 e el R

Historic American Building Survey:
Sugar Factory, Estate Anneberg, Maho Bay Qtr.
Wattle House, Reef B%y Eétate, Reef Bay Qtr.
Sugar Factory, Estate Reef Bay, Regf Bay Qtr.
CGreat House & Grounds, Estate Reef Bay, Reef Bay Qtr.
Service Buildings, Great House, Estate Reef Bay, Reef Bay Qtr.
Windmill, Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay Qtr.
Great House, Estate Mary Point, Maho Bay Qtr.
Windmill, Estate Hammer Farm, Cruz Bay
Cook House, Estate Annaberg, Maho Bay
Bake Oveh; Estate Annaberg, Msho Bay
Windmill, Estate Dennis Bay, Cruz Bay
Trunk Bay Sugar Factory, Cruz Bay Qtr.

Cinnamon Bay Plantation, Maho Bay Qtr.

"

1959
1961

1960
19@?
1969
1962
1964
1964
1967
1967
1967
977
1977
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B R Mary Point Great I-Ieuse & Factory, Maho Ba.y Q,t
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G DE’SCRIPTION

- —a;The Virgin IslandsiNational Park ineluaes 8 8&0 acres of the central sec:

r';St. John or appr,x1mately 3/5 of the itland and 5 650 acres of submerged land andrc

f:eﬁi.offshore roak ;drcays.; St John has a steep and rugged topography' The centrali'}ﬁ=

’ffeast—west Bpl ;of the island rlses to elevations of more than 1200 feet above

lefsea level 1n le ;than,a mile from the shorellne. This is deeply indented,w1th

hifl;sheltered bays backed by white sandy beaehesrbetween craggy cliffs and formldable ?;f;f

ri;rocky promotorles.' The hillsldes are gouged out by deep V shaped valleys that

;1;term1nate inrsmall alluvial plalns‘behind the more protected hays The climate

'fii is oceanic an&'sfb-tropical w1th an annual average temperature of 80° Fahrenhelt'/;'

fi,tlon:between season of 5° Fahrenhe1t.1 The p&rk:iiii

'7.;lThe vegesation Vi isub-troplcal forest along the highrrldges and

1,:in the drai ge areas of the hlllsides through an almost 1mpenetratable dry forestf;ifé

: 'ifand bush to a,cactus scrub on the drler slopes of the east, south and t'uthwest of

;t:the lslandj,jif:;'z -

'i;Tﬁefé:afé ni, rmanent lakes or streams on St John, although several of the'inter;:ffz

—mittent stream' that'draln the*; i sides during heavy rains retain fresh waterfpools o

- Year round and ehlndrthe shoreline of most of the valleys there are braklsh ponds

mth mangrove g&gpvrth. - '
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Wlth the existing vegetative cover the most,prominent man—made features of the
“fiPark landscape are the roads and trails that generally follow the cart roads

:,Vrestablished in the 18th century and the ruins of former plantations.

7,szn 1728 91 plantatlon lots were listed,for St John.' Abaut half of these Were

Vclalms that had,elther not been developed or surveyed. Seventyhtwo (72) years ?;f:':i
i";later the P L. thslm map records 68 plantatlons outside the villages of Cruz :
rffilfand COral Bay.; Of these, hl are within the establlshed Park boundary. At present,ﬁi;

';there are h6 known hlstoric properties within the Park boundaries, 31 of these ke
aare on Park property with a total of 236 classified structures.i 17 class1f1ed
: ,;!structures are stlll roofed or have retalned vestiges of roofiné and 9 are fl;;;,}rﬂ

:maintained 1n use., All others are 1n various stages of rulns, from masonry walls :ff’

Vr:standing to full"elght to barely discernlble traces of footings.r All these

o are defined as structures by the National Park Serv1ceeManagement Policies. gf . ;irff

'wtief:The most conspicuous in terms of volume and size are- the remalns of the Sugar'%/'

' ”iPlantatlons., These are found in the areas of higher pre01pitation along thei

- . F - S 7:', B
ijridges-aad-the north coast and in the valleys of the south coast where drainagerél;;

"5;;from the hillsides prov1ded favorable growing conditlons for sugar canei, Less f{;:ii

'V:fpromlnent are the more modest facilities required £or cultivation of cotton andff:,:éi
= *}raising of livestock located in the drier areas to the east and south. The e
'}—;remains of publlc,buildings, schools, customhouses and the s1ngle,fort1fication°” -
'on park property, an earthwork battery, are due to their modest sizes,equally

'inconspicuous‘é fi—, i
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;'i:Churches and 1mportant government buildings are in. orrf

rDuring the 18th and 19th century when St John,was 1ntensely cultavated both the

'15fup ever thersurrounding hillsides interspersed with patches of forest and bushr

: ion:terrein,;i

trf;fagricultural activity and decrease,in population the fields gradually during

}the late l9th a fearly 20th centuries reverted to a natural'

7i,AfThe Virgin Isl ;dsjmatienal Park has now a:semblance of,thepwooded 1sland des—?},fr'{

: !27_cribed by early European explorers of the West Indies. f,*fi

”ffA few historic buildings and distriets due to their prominent siting, 31ze,_:,1f‘:5:5

:i};lOcation on’ aﬂthreughfare or continued use’Stlll have 8 high VlSlbility suCh

Vf,Bay and Lameshur.

:f;ireached7in;an~areafof¥developin§fforesti;il?'

ediatel adjoining the

I v1llages of Cruz:and Coral Bay out81de the Park boundaries.;;ff,f

1; 1clustered buildings of the plantations and the 1ndividual structures were pro—friil

",}minent features 1n 8- landscape of open fields that 1n many instances stretched

su table for cultivation due to its steepness, poer water retention S

arm centers" were scattered throughout what is new the park

'f!;:from 1/5 Qf a mile:to 3/h of a milerapart (See attached copy of P L Oxholm Map)

1‘j'With the collepse of the plantation economy and the resulting slackening of

owth of bush and

y ﬁ,iforest whicf by now has engulfed most of the buildings of former plantations.f f{f

;;as Annaberg, America Hill, Reef Bay Great House, Hammer Farm, Trunk & Cinnamon ;f”

: Gthers, such as Reef Bay Factory andrﬁind Point;Fort that have




used the

the plantstions have a

examples still extant
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S ;stalrcases (Dennls Bay)

‘ ifﬁdld,net'have’i9

: surroundlng"rade

hough as a bu;lding type they remained statlc.

Theirfmaln fl or-

Cabins;and more:modest dwelllngs'on the ether hand
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' 'fon higher ground overlooking the fectory and its associated buildings., For

;cotton and livestock plantations there doﬁs not seempto be a fixed pattern to

;;ithe placement of the different facillties. On sugar planiations, however, the

ﬂhorsemlll end 7atter occurs, is pl,ced on hlgher ground then

- f?‘the factory'or aised by eart ,ks in: lat terraln. Therbagase sheds arerplaced’fiff

7 ;,r;in close proxi tyito both the mill and,the factory and the still,w1th 1ts cisternri'

iifis either bu 1 ;?the factory=' ,ed close to it ’Tﬁe sleve quarters t{ef;ff;iﬁ

;;lso—called " llage wasrplaced:on

Cperiphery of the production center but :

f;ictate bysthe'contours”of the land.: Most plantstlon sites also included

—;1o;ﬁfor reislng vegetables. LandScaped,yae,

',gtures) 2 ‘are self—contained Greqthouses (ll structures) /1[13 e custom,guerd-uf,;fi

':,;hosse;iifi 'bSlSt&nce farm (3 known structures) l is anje,hatolr (3 knownr L




"ocessf!of removmg surfaee debrls. » Additiona.lly, S

fragment of pottery s la;ss;;apé tn;gtg.lr@;z}; o

T the area.,




;;esta'bllshed thru other me'
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The significance of the historlc and,archltectural resource' ,thin the Vlrgln

?‘;IslandsaN&t;en; '“;k lles in the completeness of their present&rf’n:of rural l8th L

'lantation society, They 1nclude plantatlen bulldlngs ef high

: ’nmm of comfort., They reflect the va,rlety }and 1n

;;fsoclety that:was the ecenomlc mainstay of an affluent and accempllshed West Indlaréf 7

i::,sugar colony. ,rl’fﬁ%fiagf¥{fiff}jf1fi?f?;c3i':r, - E; ﬂ'li—'j';ie;;_gf;;f f’*f§~{45ﬂf*}{?

rrthe island was under cultivation.r=ﬁ




emained high. With Demmarks sbolition of
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economw, 1ea'

: flgures in the government and the prlvate,sector of the ‘

DanishVWestindies:acquired properties on StL'John. Governor Eric Bredal who R

i?—:accompllshed the acxulsltion of St JOhn in the face of Engllsh lpp051t1 <

- ,“7the plantationrnow known as L'ESPeranee (H—5) Frederik Suhm Wh';served as.

rilly planned and well executed actlo earlj;arore«oﬁiitﬁé;;

1 i,iEuropean;settrers of St John. Fort Frederiksvaern oniFi; be 8 Hlll Clnnamon ERR

{;f}3Bay Plantatien Caneel Bay (then called Durloo Bay) and Leinster*Bay Point W1th1n ;}f:

’erthe Park boundarles are all associated with dec151ve phases of the revolt.r Of

V:Eiithese,onlefe on Bay (H—25) 1s on Park property.e Its owner Daniel,Jensen,f:515]

Hfi 5fCapt&in of therCivil Guard w1th his famiLy and his loyal slaves, made a stand

': againsﬁ the revolutionaries and delayed»thelr advaneersufflclently to allow fugi- ST

N ’;:1tives to reach safety at Caneel Bay'(historically Burloe Bay & Klein Caneel Bay)




i"glish forces. In i‘bs afterma,th it also,inf ,uenced 'bhe legl— -




carried into the 20th century. -

9 for compulsory edu
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‘1Antilles but t e Reef Bay Factory installation is the only one- that has retained f:,;
n:all 1ts parts still 1n§plaee and thereby 1s recognized as a key reference,for the':fif

11-7explanation and better understanding of other 1ncomplete 1nstallations elsewhere.11ff"

°Historic properties on St John that have been out of use for many years have fff5:f;
ﬂrfrseveral feet of accumulated debrisﬁcovering floor pavements, steps, bailing

5','benches, drains and other features 1mportant to the understanding of the bulldings;i -

':f functions others have areas w1th great surface quantitiesrof glass, pottery and

Tlain fragments indicatlve of extensive periods of.

L'Esperance plantation 1s an example of the former and Rustenberg South of the {}i;ﬁ;f

'::latter. They and similar properties, are considered potential hlstoric archeo— ifafxi

;;5log§cal'sites ‘as’ is ﬁﬁnnamon,Bayfr ;)tation where beach eros1onohas uncovered

f:l'a post columbian eemetery Some salvageﬁ archeology has been carried out 1n pastrpff

',,~yearsihutithir Vritsrof the cemetery has never been estcblished and 1t is assumed

e ftto extend beyondwthe area affected by the erosion. ifi;a%;

: ’jThe major ruins of Annaberg,rHammer Farm and Clnnamon Bay Plantation and the fort
7 ffiiat L&ﬁd P01nt have been cleared of vegetatlon and stabilized to prov1de a degree

1:'of protection against further deterioration./ The work has been 1imited to masonry

',;repair of standlng walls. At Reef Bay Factory preservatinn efforts have also;i EE
1nc1uded a light-weight modern roof as essential to the protection of the mach— ;i';i
rfj 'inery and other features of the 1nterior and at Reef Bay Great House fish plates ;'fi

'ffreand t1e rods have been installed in ‘some of the walls to 1ncrease structural
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}'j,lstability of th standing remains.‘ Similar measures are currently being planned

ifor Trunk Bay Factory and Mary'Point Great House and preservation work is scheduledf5 7

' i'ffor America Hi;;"Lameshure and Brown Bay Plantations;sxtes.f There has been no

'zhrestoration ofi uildings within the Virgin Islands National Park and none are

o enviSioned. :

"‘fffWithout exception all plantation sites have several interrelated buildings ni'fsziri

structures fo

{;ng districts of varying acreage dependent on the 51ze and degree ;;;i

s of the plantations historic develOpment., Certain properties are limited to

: —fSingle structures, such as A:nna'berg School and has been included as 1nd1vidusl

" s1tes in the nominatlon, R e

- rfThe criteria for the selection of the 19 properties included in this and previous 15;

";nominations out of the 31 known properties within the park 1n the National Park

;t:Service ownershlp, has been made on: the relativerintegrity of the 51tes, the

i/jp}dondition of ' hemains and how well they represent the different aspects of jff;i,;—

) ;St. John s historic development

7 ;The twelvel(lz) properties within the Virgin Islands National Park in U S Go- fylfil%

rgrrfvernment ownership not nominated are the districts of Sieben Plantation (H-lo) 7:l;;?
,1,51Mpllendal Plantation (H-ll), Genti Bay (H-12) Paquerau Plantation (H-l6) Par -
u;iiFOrce Factory (H—l&ﬁ Hope Plantation (Hrl9), Bordeaux Plantation West (H—20), .

- i::"Bordeaux Plantation East (H—2l), and Johnny Hern (Base I-Illl) (H—3h) ) and the S

- ffindiv1dual properties of Lameshur School (H—23), Mary POint Custom Guard House

,1;(H—3i), and Cabrltte Hor



orm No. 165: 300a N
ﬁgv 10 74).

' 'LTEM'NUMEER’ 7'8, }5-';PA'6'E";:T

:thave lost thelr integrityrthru modern iatrusion,; Théibﬁiiéihé§i??j"’

%‘_&n advanced conditlon cf decay. Cabrltfe

e
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::,J There are 1h known Historic Districts on 1nhold1ngs withinrthe Virgin Islandsr
: National Park and one 1nd1v1dual building. These are not open to the publicr;i;;j;”'

'”—j;or accessible to the National Park Serviee except for'Caneel Bay (historically

'Durloo Bay) and,have thereforernot been included 1n this multiple resource nominationr

'Seven (7) of these»Caneel Bay P tatlon (H-6) Susannaberg Plantation (H-T),

Adrian Plantatlon (H—B), Oyens Po.int Custom Guard. House (H-9), Leinster Bay Plan-

iiifgtation (H-29), Frederiksdal & Mount,Pleasant (H—hl), Fort Frederiksvaern & Battery
' ,’of Fortberg (H-hh), and the Customs Guard House—Whistling Cay (H—hT) appear to be
rsites qualifying for nomination to the National Register for their historical

s ,assoc1ations and'their integrity:, As previously stated (6—pg 2) 2~of ‘these - Fort

rn,Fortberg, Coral Bay Qtr 8 and Whistling Cay Customs Guard House,,r ff o

'T,;;Maho Bay Qtr. have been nominated to the National Register by the State Preservation =

: Officer Mr Thomas Blake. The~remaining five (5) sites will be nominated as. they
; are acquired by the National Park Service or. on the initiative of the StaterPre- ,f'ff:

- ;'servation Officer for the Virgin Islands.:ff

7ef:No properties generally exempted from listing in the National ;,rséef'haée been frpg%

: included in the nomination except for cemeteries that are ‘an 1ntegral part of a

—nominated district.,

i;The information gathered in the survey and inventory process has been integrated

Tinto both the General Management Plan and the Historlc Resource Management Plan

'1of ‘the Virgin Islands National Park. It has also been 1ncluded 1n the Environmental j

lImpact Statement on the various sites prepared for Solid Waste Disposal.rlr
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...easﬁ with adjoining cays and offshore submerged lands. At Precket Bay the
boundary cuts across the narrow point of land called Haulover and then follows
the shoreline of Coral Bay in a westerly direction to a point on the shoreline
500 yards west of Fortbefg Hill, where the boundary cuts inland in.a northernly
direction for approximétely 1000 yards and then turns westerly to the base of
. Kinghill. From this point the boundary turns south for 600 yards and then east
and southeast following a line roughly parallel to the eastshore of St. John
approximately 500 yards inland. Soufh—west of Nanny Point the boundary cuts
due east to the north end of Drunk Bay. From here the eastshore to Rams Head
and the southshore west to Fish Bay with the adjoining submerézz lands are
included in the multiple resource area. At Fish Bay the boundary cuts inland
in a easterly direction for 300 yards then northernly to the south boundary
of Adrian Estate and then westerly to the north end of Little Cruz Bay and the
starting point.
The principal inholdings are on the west coast Caneel Bay Plantation; on the
north coast, the Gibney property on Hawknest Bay and the Hartman property on
Peter Bay &‘Maho Bay and Leinster Bay Estates; on the east coast the Zégtgﬁf@?l;;
Palestina and Fortberg Hill.properties; on the south coast parts of Mandal apd
Fish Bay Estates; and inland Estates Susannaberé & Adrian in Cruz Bay Quarter

and the uphill sections of Carolina Estate in Coral Bay qtr.

The .total area of all inholdings is 2,189 acres.
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Name

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11

Themanc Group

Virgin Islands National Park Multiple Resource Area

State VI

Nomination

~1. Brown Bay Plantation Historic District -

Type of Review Decision

~“2. Rustenberg Plantation South Hist. Dist.-

-3,
-/’40

5. Hermitage Plantation Hist. Dist.

6.
S
;1

‘.

Dennis Bay Hist. Dist.

More Hill Hist. Dist.f/

‘Annaberg Hist. Dist. ¥

America Hill Hist. Dist.

v

,,'6‘ Reef Bay Great House Hist. D1st

1L

. 12.

;> 3. L1ever Marches Bay Hist. Dist. v

+14, Cathrineberg-Jockumsdahl-Herman Farm

+ 15.
+16.
~17.
-18.
~19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

_10.

Jossie Gut Hist. Dist. v
L'Esperance Hist. Dist.

L1nd P01nt %ﬁrt v

Cinnamon Bay Plantation

Lameshur Plantation '
Mary Point Estate

Annaberg School

Trunk Bay Sugar Factory v

"M9 Reef Bay Sugar Factory Hist Dist.
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previously listed 3-30-78

Previously listed 7-11-78

Previously listed 6-23-78

Previously listed 5-22-78
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