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CONTEXT
The Petroglyph Site was located by Theodoor de Booy during a 1916-1917 expedition 
sponsored by the Museum of the American Indian. The site was noted by Gudmund Hutt 
during his 1922-23 expedition also. In 1960 Frederick W^Teidi^relocated the 
Petroglyph Site during an archeological reconnaissance IHIHWHIP The 
National Park Service conducted an archeological survey of Virginl^arras^ National 
Park in 1976 to assess prehistoric cultural remains and determined that the Petroglyph 
Site was one of four sites eligible for nomination to the National Register.

The cultural affiliation of the petroglyphs is unknown. It has been suggested that the 
petroglyphs may be the work of the Arawak Indians, the Caribs, or possibly the slave 
population on the island. Similarly, the function of the petroglyphs is also unknown. 
Speculation has generally centered upon some relationship to ceremonial or religious 
activities, although this is not certain.

INTERNAL COMPOSITION

There are ;e sets of petroglyphs. __^____ ___
_____^____ The largest figure is in the shape of a sandglass or a figure-eight. 

Some of the other figures look like crudely drawn human faces, with circles for faces, 
smaller circles or dots for the eyes, and lines for the mouths. Some have extra "lines 
below the large circle which have been interpreted as arms and legs. This group 
of figures is 10 feet 4 inches in length.

The second qrou
to the left ^^__
which resembTe human

the same large rock as the first group but 
i This group consists of six figures, two of 

simple faces.

The third set of carvings is on the HHHHlHMiHMIHHi and consists 
of three figures. One which has causecRpecfnationas^c^iTsorTgTn and meaning is 
in the shape of a cross, 17 inches high and 11 inches long at the cross arm.

Petroglyphs are found on many of the islands of the West Indies. Although some are 
certainly unknown because they are hidden in inaccessible places or by heavy under 
growth, most sites found in the open are generally near running water. The Petroglyph

to this type of distribution pattern.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Although petroglyphs are found throughou^jhejilandsofthe West Indies, the Petroglyph 
Site contains the only known petroglyphsvHI^IHJiHHB

The origin, cultural affiliation, and function of the petroglyphs at the Petroglyph 
Site are all unknown, and further study is required before these can be determined, 
pe Booy, among others, concluded that these carvings were made by the Carib peoples; 
Rouse and others have concluded that they were made by the Arawaks. Prokopetz and 
Hamilton of the 1976 NPS survey felt that the petroglyphs did not appear to be pre- 
tnstoric and may in fact have been carved by members of the slave population on

Similarly, speculation concerning the function of the petroglyphs has varied. It 
has been suggested that they may be idle doodlings; they may have been produced 
or utilized during some type of religious or ceremonial activity; they may contain 
a story or history of some sort; they may mark an assembly point of some kind.

Because the Petroglyph Site is well preserved it provides an excellent opportunity 
for research into questions of origin and function. A comparative study of the 
Petroglyph Site carvings with other petroglyphs throughout the West Indies may 

ticate whether they were carved by prehistoric peoples or by the slave population
A comparative study of the motifs and forms of the petroglyphs with 

aborigThal"and slave ceramic motifs might also clarify the origins of the petroglyphs.

Certainly function may prove to be more difficult to determine than origin, but 
comparative study of the Petroglyph Site with other petroglyph sites 1n the Caribbean 
and Middle and South American may provide some insight into the functions. Its 
location near running water and the spatial arrangement of the carvings may provide 
information about function as well as information about concepts of space and 
symbolism of the culture which created them.
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DESCRIPTION (continued)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATIONS
The boundaries of the site include all known petroglyphic features in the area. No 
other evidence of occupation or utilization of the site is known, so only that area 
containing the petroglyphs is included. The site is less than one acre in size.

ENVIRONMENT

ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS
No excavations have been done at the Petroglyph Site. Because the area is relatively 
inaccessible and not suitable for occupation, no other investigations have been 
carried out other than surveys to locate the site.

INTRUSIONS AND DATA LIMITATIONS
At the present there is no threat to the site from agriculture or further development. 
Because the petroglyphs are relatively inaccessible (i.e., at the water line and on 
solid rock face) vandalism has not yet affected the integrity of the carvings. Natural 
weathering of the rock is presently the only threat to the petroglyphs.
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