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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
LAKECOUNTRY AND BACKCOUNTRY SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN

Voyageurs National Park
Koochiching and St. Louis Counties, Minnesota

The National Park Service has prepared an environmental assessment addressing
the impacts of implementing a lakecountry and backcountry site management plan
for Voyageurs National Park, an area which includes resources on and eligible
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The proposed action
is described as Alternative D of the attached environmental assessment, with the
following modifications:

1. Wood fires will be prohibited at all day use and overnight sites located in
areas with insufficient fuel wood. Visitors will be advised to use stoves that
burn fossil fuels (white gas, propane, etc.) or charcoal at such sites. Metal
firegrills will not be installed at such sites; visitors will be required to
bring their own fire pan or charcoal grill. A variety of media and contacts
with patrol rangers and maintenance personnel will be used to inform users about
closures of such sites to wood fires. :

2. Site information from houseboat rental operators has been and is being used
to assist in determining the total number and location of recreation sites
within the park. By rehabilitating and closing some recreation sites to wood
fires, the total number of recreation sites can be increased. The total number
of authorized recreation sites which will be developed and managed by the park
will be as follows:

a. Individual tent sites - 217
b. Group tent sites - 39

c. Houseboat mooring sites - 208
d. Day use sites - 28

3. Instead of controlling parkwide overnight campsite use only by travel zones,
the park will control use by travel zones, by reserving specific campsites, or
by some combination of the two. The park will modify the 90 percent overnight
site occupancy rate either up or down to adapt use levels to changing
environmerntal and socizl conditions.

4, Identification of different types of camping areas in the EA will be
modified as follows. We believe that visitors will be confused by the use of
"tent site" and "group tent site™ to identify individual sites and the type of
experiences available at each. We will therefore substitute "small campsite"
(1-8 people) for "tent site" and "large campsite" (9-16 people) for most "group
tent sites."™ Some "group tent sites"™ will be identified as "small campgrounds"
(good separation between sites for privacy, still suitable for use by parties of
from 1 to 8 people, such as at Mukooda Lake and King Williams Narrows) or "group
campsites™ (minimum separation between sites for privacy, suitable for use by
very large groups of 20-40 pecple, such as Jeno's).






