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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

LAKECOUNTRY AND BACKCOUNTRY SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Voyageurs National Park 
Koochiching and S t . Louis Counties , Minnesota 

The National Park S e r v i c e has prepared an environmental assessment addressing 
the impacts of implementing a lakecountry and backcountry s i t e management plan 
for Voyageurs National Park, an area which inc ludes resources on and e l i g i b l e 
for inc lus ion on the National Regis ter of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The proposed act ion 
i s described as A l t e r n a t i v e D of the attached environmental assessment, with the 
following modifications: 

1. Wood f ires wi l l be prohibited at a l l day use and overnight s i t e s located in 
areas with insuff ic ient fuel wood. Visitors w i l l be advised to use stoves that 
burn f o s s i l fuels (white gas, propane, e t c . ) or charcoal at such s i t e s . Metal 
f i r e g r i l l s w i l l not be insta l led at such s i t e s ; v i s i tors w i l l be required to 
bring their own f ire pan or charcoal g r i l l . A variety of media and contacts 
with patrol rangers and maintenance personnel w i l l be used to inform users about 
closures of such s i t e s to wood f i r e s . 

2 . S i te information from houseboat rental operators has been and i s being used 
to ass i s t in determining the to ta l number and location of recreation s i t e s 
within the park. By rehabil i tating and closing some recreation s i t e s to wood 
f i r e s , the to ta l number of recreation s i t e s can be increased. The tota l number 
of authorized recreation s i t e s which wi l l be developed and managed by the park 
w i l l be as follows: 

a. Individual tent s i t e s - 217 
b. Group tent s i t e s - 39 
c. Houseboat mooring s i t e s - 208 
d. Day use s i t e s - 28 

3. Instead of controlling parkwide overnight campsite use only by t r ave l zones, 
the park wi l l control use by travel zones, by reserving specif ic campsites, or 
by some combination of the two. The park w i l l modify the 90 percent overnight 
s i t e occupancy r a t e e i the r up or down to adapt use l eve ls to changing 
environmental and soc i a l condi t ions . 

4 . Iden t i f i ca t ion of different types of camping areas in the EA w i l l be 
modified as follows. We believe that v is i tors w i l l be confused by the use of 
"tent s i t e" and "group tent s i t e " to identify individual s i t e s and the type of 
experiences ava i lab le at each. We wi l l therefore substitute "small campsite" 
(1-8 people) for " tent s i t e " and "large campsite" (9-16 people) for most "group 
t e n t s i t e s . " Some "group tent s i t e s" w i l l be identif ied as "small campgrounds" 
(good separation between s i t e s for privacy, s t i l l suitable for use by pa r t i e s of 
from 1 to 8 people, such as a t Mukooda Lake and King Williams Narrows) or "group 
campsites" (minimum separat ion between s i t e s for privacy, su i t ab le for use by 
very large groups of 20-40 people, such as J e n o ' s ) . 
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Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 
470, as amended) has been completed for the proposed action. 

The proposals, individually or cumulatively, do not constitute actions which 
normally require preparation of an environmental impact statement (40 CFH 
1502.3; 516 DM 6, Appendix 7.3). The actions are not categorical exclusions 
within the contemplation of 40 CFR 1501.4 and 1508.4w 

The proposals wil l not have a significant (40 CFR 1508.27) effect on the human 
environment. Negative environmental impacts which could occur are minor and 
temporary in effect. No potentially significant adverse impacts on public 
health, public safety, rare or endangered species, s i tes or districts listed in 
or eligible for l i s t ing in the National Register of Historic Places, or other 
unique characteristics of the Region have been identified. No highly uncertain 
elements of precedence wil l occur. Implementation of the actions will not 
violate any Federal, State, or local law. 

Based on the foregoing, i t has been determined that implementation of the 
proposal wi l l not constitute a major Federal action which will significantly 
affect the quality of human environment and that an environmental impact 
statement i s not required and will not be prepared. 


