Along the Allied Route Today
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The Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route

& Nt
comprises a network of roads and waterways used
by allied forces in the Yorktown campaign.

Although population growth and urban develop-
ment have erased almost all traces of the rural

campsites and small taverns that once sheltered

This atlas page records a camp
occupied by Rochambeau’s
troops in Philadelphia, 1782.
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Revolutionary War soldiers, the public can still visit =

historic sites that tell the Washington-Rochambeau

story. Strolling the green in Lebanon, Connecticut, 2
taking a sail on the Chesapeake Bay, seeing a
Revolutionary War reenactment at Colonial
Williamsburg, or exploring the battlefield at

Yorktown, are just a few of many opportunities
to interact with history.

Travelers driving 1-95 from Massachusetts to ¥ 505 /
Virginia now make the trip in less than a day, 27 e
and GPS systems guide them to lodging, fuel, ‘ ’ # b\
and restaurants. It is worth remembering, how- 43 oy - :
ever, that in colonial times, most of this land ; G |
was wilderness. If not for the detailed surveys N St \
by engineers and cartographers during the allied
campaign, French and American troops might
not have reached Yorktown. That they did so,
defeated the British, and returned north—the
French to go home, the Americans to win the

Having marched all the way from
Williamsburg to Boston, Rochambeau’s
infantry sailed out of Boston Harbor for

the Caribbean on Christmas Day 1782.
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This map of Connecticut from Rochambeau'’s personal
collection is titled “Connecticut, from the best authori-
ties.” In 1780-81 his special cavalry—Lauzun’s Legion—

spent eight months camped just west of Lebanon Green.
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Time of day and geographic
location were of basic con-

Lebanon o
cern to soldiers on the

march. To determine both,

they may have relied on an
instrument like this pocket
compass and sundial.
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Having spent the winter of
1780-81in.and around

Lebanon provided winter
quarters for some 220 of
s “ the 300 hussars of Lauzun'’s
== o Legion from November 20,
‘ 1780, until June 20, 1781.
Newburgh, Washington '
and the Continental Army
broke camp on June 28,
and joined Rochambeau’s
forces near White Plains </
on July 4, 1781. ; "
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and Rochambeau
Wilmington arrived in Philadelphia
O
Stanton (3 on August 30, 1781.
I Their forces paraded
before Congress from
September 2 to 4.
= Elkton
o On September 9-10,1781, about 1,450
.." officers-and men of the Continental
Mount Vernon, Mount Vernon, Virginia Army, as well as about 1,200 of
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Rochambeau’s forces, embarked at

Elkton for the journey to Virginia.
Baltimore ¥ __Fort McHenry
The Baltimore— :
Heritage Area

National Monument
and Historic Shrine

I

Thomas Clark House Museum, Princeton
Battlefield, Princeton, New Jersey
“ Star-Spangled Banner

ROBERT ROSETTA; ABOUTNEWJERSEY.COM
National Historic Trail
Journey Through

Annapolis
Hallowed Ground
National

North
0 20 Kilometers
"_,7'. Late in the afternoon of 0 20 Miles
AR September 21, 1781, the
:f rest of the allied forces,
Heritage Area o some 3,800 French and NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL ROUTE
OWashington, D.C. : 200 American soldiers
¢ sailed from Annapolis. E (RAGRELD ATy
>
.228%% Boats on the Chesapeake Ba .
Rao?tomaT 'S-leritiagTe il .: ©BRENDANREALS / SHUTTERSTOCK b ¢ French Army-water route
ational Scenic Trai . E )
o Continental Army
Mount Vernon :, 3 z
. i - £ Chesapeake Bay gl |:|
Prince William - < Gateways Network
Forest Park - Having left Elkton early on September 8, %
Washington covered the 120 miles to "..
Mt. Vernon in two days, arriving at his ".'
estate late on September 9, 1781. o "..
Captain John Smith
; Fredericksburg

Continental Army-water route
% W Chesapeake
..

| Related NPS units
National Historic Trail

Interstate 95

More Information
Reenactment in historic Colonial

The Washington-Rochambeau
Revolutionary Route

Williamsburg, Williamsburg, Virginia

©MARVIN NEWMAN / STOCKPHOTOPRO

Visit other historic sites and scenic by-
ways along the Washington-Rochambeau
Revolutionary Route. The places designat-
ed on this map are all open to the public.
For locations, hours, directions, and other
places of interest, visit http://www.nps.gov.
Reenforced by French forces

The National Park Service maintains
a partnership with the National W3R
Association (www.w3r-us.org). W3R is a
Colonial
National

under the marquis de St. Simon, S Historical

as well as Continental Army

troops under the marquis de

Williamsburg s
Lafayette, the combined allied

armies, 9,000 Americans and "
9,000 French strong, set out for
Yorktown on September 28, 1781.

nine-state partnership that supports the
Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary
Route as a National Historic Trail and
educates the public about the three-year
presence of the French Expeditionary
Force in the United States.
The Battle off the Capes Viausitagin, Uigun
Cape Charles  occurred near the mouth
of the Chesapeake Bay
on September 5, 1781.

The National Park Service works with
federal, state, and local agencies and pri-
OCURTS KUTZER ) HUTTERSTOCK vate. organlzatlons_along the nlne-.state
corridor that constitutes the Washington-
On October 19, 1781, Lord Cape Henry
Cornwallis surrendered his
forces to the victorious allies. ONorfolk
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Rochambeau Revolutionary Route.
After the siege of Yorktown, Rochambeau'’s forces

wintered in Virginia. The troops headed north in

summer 1782, continuing all the way to Boston, and
departed the United States on Christmas Day 1782.
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