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THE PRINCIPAL ACTS

P.L. 85-624, Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (1958)

This Act requires considerable water data, including an
environmental impact statement (EIS), prior to any action affecting a
stream. It includes a requirement for consultation with the Fish and
Wildlife Service for any Federal action affecting streams or water

bodies.é’10

P.L. 89-80, Water Resources Planning Act (1965)

Through this Act the Water Resources Council (WRC) and the river
basin commissions were established. Comprehensive planning for river
basins requires large amounts of water data which the commissions were
set up to collect. The WRC is required to periodically assess the U.S.
water resources, utilizing the most current water data.11 Recently
the WRC was dissolved and the responsibility for review transferred

elsewhere.

P.L. 88-578, Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965

This Act authorizes and regulates user fees for Federal lands and
waters used for recreation and other purposes. The Act specifies allo-
cation of fees for management of Federal lands and provides for Federal
assistance to the states in planning, acquiring, and developing land and
water for recreation. It also provides funds for Federal acquisition

and development of lands.8



P.L. 89-234, Water Quality Act of 1965

This law created the Federal Water Pollution Control Administration
(FWPCA) to assume the water-quality responsibilities (other than health
programs and regulations) formerly carried out by the Public Health
Service. The Act increases authorization for grants to state, munici-
pal, and interstate agencies for plans and projects demonstrating new or
improved methods of pollution control and for treatment plant construc-
tion. It also sets forth a procedure calling for states to adopt water
quality criteria or standards for interstate waters. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is presently the agency fulfilling this

role.7’11

P.L. 89-272, Title II, Solid Waste Disposal Act (1965)

Solid wastes were recognized in Section 201(4) as a source of water
pollution. Grants were established for study, planning and management
of solid waste problems. Section 206(h)(2) of the Act requires that all

planning consider water pollution abatement.8

P.L. 91-190, National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)

This landmark Act established the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ). In addition, it initiated the requirement for an environmental
impact statement (EIS) as a prerequisite to any proposed Federal action
that might have adverse effects upon the environment. NEPA requires a
balanced consideration of all environmental factors and consultation

with other agencies and the public during the planning stages.11



P.L. 92-500, Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972

Widely known as the "Clean Water Act," this law defines and
discusses nonpoint-source pollution (Section 208) and establishes
requirements for dredge and fill permits administered by the Corps of
Engineers (Section 404). It also assigns major responsibilities and
programs to the EPA and necessitated major Federal agency programs for

measuring and reporting water quality.8

P.L. 92-532, Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972

This law regulates transportation for dumping wastes into ocean
waters within and outside U.S. control. It designates the EPA to pro-
vide permits for all wastes and the Corps of Engineers to issue permits
for dredged materials. Title II authorized a continuing program of
monitoring and research on the effects of ocean and coastal dumping.
Title III authorized the Departments of Interior, State, and Defense and

the EPA to designate marine sanctuari.es.7

P.L. 92-583, Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972

Under this Act and its amendments (P.0. 94-370, July 26, 1976),
Federal agencies, led by the Department of Commerce, were made respon-
sible for participating and cooperating with local, regional, and state

. . 11
agencies in land or water uses of coastal zones.

P.L. 93-205, Endangered Species Act of 1973, Sections 2-17

The purpose of this act is to conserve endangered species and their
ecosystems. It defines endangered and threatened species and regulates

activities involving the species and their ecosystems. Section 205 of






