
THE INTERPRETIVE PROGRAM 
A wide variety of summer activities are available to 
help make your visit more enjoyable and meaning­
ful . Subterranean activities include ranger-guided 
regular tours, special candlelight tours, and half-
day spelunking tours. Surface guided tours in­
clude a half-day nature hike and a wildl i fe caravan. 

Evening campfire programs are presented in the 
campground. A fee is charged for each type of 
cave tour, but not for surface activities, except 
camping. Be sure to see the visitor center's ex­
hibits on the area's human and natural history. A 
park ranger is on duty to answer your questions. 

BEST TIMES TO VISIT 
Summer is the most popular time to visit the park. 
The weather is warm to hot, wi th occasional, brief, 
afternoon thunderstorms often accompanied by 
hail. If you wish to avoid crowds, plan your visit 
for spring or fall. Many of the Black Hills' attrac­
tions are open only from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day. Cave tours are usually conducted f rom 
Apri l through October. The weather in the fall is 
generally warm and pleasant; springs can be 
blustery and occasionally marred by heavy snow­
falls. Winter is mild to moderately severe, but icy 
roads, lack of accommodations and closed tourist 
attractions discourage visitors. 

PARK REGULATIONS 
Regulations have been established to protect you 
and the park environment. Please observe them. 

Preserving natural features It is unlawful to dis­
turb, injure, destroy, deface, or remove any veg­
etation, rocks, minerals or cave formations. Do not 
even touch the cave formations and walls. Delicate 
crystal growths and boxwork are easily destroyed, 
forever marring the cave. 

Preservation of wildlife The park is a sanctuary for 
many wild animals. Do not chase, harass, attempt 
to catch or feed any park animal. Hunting is not 
permitted in the park. Firearms and other weapons 
are permitted only if they are packed so as to pre­
vent their use. All pets must be kept in vehicles, or 
caged, or leashed when in the park. Pets are not 
permitted in the cave or public buildings. 

Traffic Drive carefully to protect yourself, other 
visitors and wildl i fe. Observe traff ic signs. Park 
roads are also used by through traff ic and com­
mercial vehicles. Do not obstruct traff ic by stop­
ping on the road; pull over and let faster moving 
vehicles pass. Driving off roadways is prohibited 
because it creates permanent damage to the deli­
cate prairie. Park on road shoulders or at parking 
areas only. 

Sanitation Camp only at the campground. Dump 
wastes and wash water in special sinks at the rest-
rooms, not on the ground. Littering is irresponsible 
as well as unlawful; trash cans are provided at con­
venient places throughout the park. Please use 
them. 

Fire Prevention Camp- and stove-fires must not be 
left unattended. Thoroughly drown all campfires 
with water. Ground fires are not permitted during 
periods of extreme fire danger. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Elk Mountain, the park's sole campground, is 
operated on a first-come, first-served basis. Wood, 
water, picnic tables, comfort stations and fire­
places are provided. Electrical, water and sewer 
hookups are not available. Campfires are limited 
to fireplaces. Cooking on gas or other types of 
portable stoves is always permitted. The camp­
ground is open from approximately May 1 5 through 
September 15. 

Sandwiches and light lunches are provided by a 
concessioner in the visitor center during the sum­
mer. Camping supplies are not available in the 
park.There are numerous private and public camp­
grounds in the southern Black Hills. Motels, ho­
tels, trailer courts, camping supplies, and garages 
are in the towns of Hot Springs and Custer. 

Wi nd Cave 
NATIONAL PARK • SOUTH DAKOTA 

A tour pauses in one of the rooms while a 
park naturalist explains the boxwork formation. 

A pronghorn kid returns to its doe, resting 
in the spring grass of the South Dakota plains. 
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FOR YOUR SAFETY 
People have been kil led or seriously injured by 
bison (buffalo). Do not attempt to approach them 
on foot. Stay on the highway near your car. 

While tour ing the cave, wear low-heeled, walking 
shoes wi th non-slip soles. Do not wear sandals or 
shoes with leather or hard composit ion soles or 
wi th high heels, A l ight sweater or jacket is desir­
able, for the cave temperature is about 50° F. 
year round. 

ADMINISTRATION 
Wind Cave National Park is administered by the 
National Park Service under the U.S. Department 
of the Interior. A superintendent, whose address is 
Hot Springs, SD 57747, is in immediate charge. 
Telephone: (605) 727-2301. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has basic responsi­
bilities to protect and conserve our land and water, 
energy and minerals, f ish and wildl i fe, park and 
recreation areas, and for the wise use of all those 
resources. The Department also has a major re­
sponsibility for American Indian reservation com­
munities and for people who live in Island Terri­
tories under U.S. administrat ion. 
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On t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n f l ank o f S o u t h Dako ta ' s 

B lack H i l l s , W i n d Cave N a t i o n a l Park p rese rves 

p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l p ra i r i e ecosys tem. . P r e s e r v e d 

here a lso is a d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t t y p e o f l ime­

s t o n e c a v e r n —a ser ies o f s u b t e r r a n e a n passages 

and r o o m s , s o m e l ined w i t h c o l o r f u l ca l c i t e c r y s t a l 

f o r m a t i o n s . T h e s t r o n g c u r r e n t s o f a i r t h a t b l o w 

a l t e r n a t e l y in a n d o u t o f t h e cave s u g g e s t e d i ts 

name . Th is s t r a n g e p h e n o m e n o n is a p p a r e n t l y 

caused by c h a n g e s in a t m o s p h e r i c p ressu re . W h e n 

o u t s i d e a t m o s p h e r i c p r e s s u r e d r o p s b e l o w t h a t 

ins ide t h e cave , t h e w i n d b l o w s o u t w a r d ; w h e n t h e 

a t m o s p h e r i c p r e s s u r e r ises, t h e w i n d b l o w s in to 

t h e cave . S t o p at t h e cave e n t r a n c e t o read na­

tu re ' s b a r o m e t e r . The 44 -square -m i le park in­

c ludes a p r i m e e x a m p l e o f m ixed-g rass p ra i r i e— 

a r i ch n a t u r a l b l e n d i n g o f t a l l , m e d i u m , a n d s h o r t 

g r a s s e s — w i t h a s p r i n k l i n g o f w i l d f l o w e r s t h a t lend 

c o l o r t o t h e scene in s p r i n g and s u m m e r . H e r e you 

may b e h o l d t h e b e a u t y o f a sea o f w i l d g rass 

r i p p l i n g in t h e p ra i r i e w i n d . 

A W I L D L I F E S A N C T U A R Y 

The pa rk is a s a n c t u a r y f o r many spec ies o f ani ­

mals na t i ve t o t h e G r e a t P la ins and t h e R o c k y 

M o u n t a i n s b e f o r e t h e a r r i va l o f A m e r i c a n pio­

neers . One of t h e park 's ma in a t t r a c t i o n s is i ts 

b i son h e r d . It is a ra re day t h a t y o u can ' t see f r o m 

t h e r o a d at least a f e w of t hese h u g e , shaggy 

beas ts . A s y o u d r i v e t h r o u g h t h e p a r k , y o u w i l l 

n o t i c e severa l t o w n s o f b lack - ta i l ed p ra i r i e d o g s , a 

r e m n a n t o f t h o s e t h a t o n c e c o v e r e d m a n y squa re 

mi les o f t he G r e a t P la ins . S t o p and w a t c h t h e 

an t i c s o f t hese q u i c k - m o v i n g l i t t l e r o d e n t s , and 

v is i t t h e roads ide exh ib i t near o n e o f t h e t o w n s t o 

lea rn a b o u t t he i r hab i t s . 

H e r e , t o o , is t h e g r a c e f u l p r o n g h o r n , s w i f t e s t o f 

N o r t h A m e r i c a n m a m m a l s , a n d t h e on l y h o r n e d 

The bison and the prairie dog, the largest and 

one of the smallest mammals on the short-grass prairie, 

have shared the same habitat for centuries. 

Boxwork is the common formation in the cave. This 

chandelier boxwork is from the Temple Room. 

spec ies in t h e w o r l d t h a t sheds i ts h o r n shea th 

annua l l y . T r u e a n t e l o p e s never shed h o r n s o r 

shea ths . I ts t a n - a n d - w h i t e coa t and c o n s p i c u o u s 

w h i t e r u m p p a t c h he lp t o i den t i f y t h e p r o n g h o r n . 

A m o n g t h e o t h e r m a m m a l s o f t h e park a re e lk , 

deer , c o y o t e , b a d g e r and r a c c o o n . 

The long l ist o f pa rk b i r ds i nc ludes m e a d o w l a r k s , 

w o o d p e c k e r s , w a r b l e r s , c h i c k a d e e s , sha rp - ta i l ed 

g r o u s e , k i n g b i r d s , b l u e b i r d s , and magp ies . 

F O R E S T S A N D F L O W E R S 

G r e a t expanses o f g r a s s y p la in sepa ra te t h i s pa r t 

o f S o u t h D a k o t a f r o m the d e c i d u o u s f o r e s t s t o 

t h e east . R o c k y M o u n t a i n f o r e s t s t o t h e w e s t and 

t h e deser t v e g e t a t i o n o f t h e S o u t h w e s t . Never ­

the less , t h e f l o r a in W i n d Cave and t h e res t o f t h e 

B lack Hi l ls has r e c e i v e d i m m i g r a n t s f r o m al l t hese 

s o u r c e s . H e r e are b u r oak a n d A m e r i c a n e lm f r o m 

t h e east ; y u c c a , c a c t u s , and c o t t o n w o o d f r o m t h e 

a r id s o u t h w e s t e r n p l a teaus ; and t w o spec ies o f 

c o n i f e r s — p o n d e r o s a p ine and R o c k y M o u n t a i n 

j u n i p e r — f r o m t h e R o c k y M o u n t a i n s . 

D o m i n a n t g rasses in t h e pa rk i nc l ude rep resen ta ­

t i ves o f b o t h t r u e p r a i r i e and sho r t - g rass p la ins . 

A m o n g t h e f o r m e r a re p ra i r i e j u n e g r a s s , needle-

g rasses , and b l u e s t e m s ; t h e la t te r a re r e p r e s e n t e d 

by b u f f a l o g r a s s and g r a m m a s . H e r e , t o o , in s p r i n g 

and s u m m e r , is a l a rge a s s o r t m e n t o f w i l d f l o w e r s . 

L o o k f o r p a s q u e f l o w e r ( S o u t h D a k o t a ' s S t a t e 

f l o w e r ) , sca r le t g l o b e m a l l o w , p ra i r i e c o n e f l o w e r , 

ma r i posa l i ly and p r i c k l y p o p p y . S o m e , s u c h as 

t h e ve rbenas , p a r a d e t h e i r c o l o r s un t i l t h e c r i sp 

f r o s t s o f a u t u m n . 

G E O L O G Y OF T H E C A V E 

The l i m e s t o n e bed f r o m w h i c h W i n d Cave w a s 

f o r m e d is f r o m 3 0 0 t o 6 3 0 f e e t t h i c k in t h e B lack 

H i l l s r e g i o n . I t is k n o w n as t h e Pahasapa l ime­

s t o n e , a r o c k f o r m a t i o n d e p o s i t e d in a g r e a t i n l and 

sea d u r i n g t h e M i s s i s s i p p i a n p e r i o d , a b o u t 3 0 0 

m i l l i o n years a g o . A f t e r d e p o s i t i o n o f t h i s l ime­

s t o n e , severa l p e r i o d s o f e l eva t i on a n d s u b s i d e n c e 

o c c u r r e d . D u r i n g p e r i o d s o f s u b m e r g e n c e , t h e 

Pahasapa l i m e s t o n e w a s c o v e r e d b y severa l h u n ­

d r e d fee t o f s e d i m e n t s . T h e last up l i f t o f t h e land 

f r o m b e n e a t h t h e sea b e g a n at t h e e n d o f t h e Cre ­

t a c e o u s p e r i o d , s o m e 6 0 m i l l i o n yea rs a g o . Geo l ­

o g i s t s be l ieve t h e f o r m a t i o n o f W i n d Cave b e g a n 

d u r i n g t h i s u p l i f t . 

T h e l i m e s t o n e f r a c t u r e d w h e n i t w a s s u b j e c t e d 

t o u p l i f t o r w a r p i n g . T h e c lose l y -spaced c r a c k s 

s e r v e d as t h e m o l d f o r t h e cave 's c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

" b o x w o r k " f o r m a t i o n s . T h e b o x w o r k w a s f o r m e d 

w h e n c a l c i u m c a r b o n a t e w a s d e p o s i t e d in t h e 

c r a c k s a n d c r e v i c e s as ca l c i t e (a c r ys t a l l i ne f o r m 

o f c a l c i u m c a r b o n a t e ) . La te r t h e m o r e so lub le 

l imes tone , b e t w e e n t h e ca l c i t e ve ins , w a s d i sso l ved , 

l eav ing t h e n e t w o r k o f c r a c k s in re l ie f w h i c h w e 

n o w ca l l b o x w o r k . Bes ides t h e p r e d o m i n a n t box-

w o r k f o r m a t i o n , d i sp lays o f u n u s u a l ca l c i t e " f r o s t ­

w o r k " a n d " p o p c o r n " a re seen . R e m o t e areas o f 

t h e cave f e a t u r e de l i ca te g y p s u m f o r m a t i o n s a n d 

h u g e he l i c t i t e " b u s h e s . " F l o w s t o n e d e c o r a t i o n s , 

i n c l u d i n g s ta l ac t i t es a n d s t a l agm i t es , a re un ­

c o m m o n . 

R e g u l a r and c a n d l e l i g h t t o u r s f o l l o w a b o u t 1 ' / 4 

mi les o f cave passages t h a t have been m a d e m o r e 

c o m f o r t a b l e by e l e c t r i c l i g h t i n g , s t a i r w a y s and 

h a r d - s u r f a c e d t r a i l s . A n o t h e r 2 3 mi les o f passages 

have been e x p l o r e d , b u t t h e y a re r e t a i n e d in t h e i r 

n a t u r a l s t a te . The t o t a l e x t e n t o f W i n d Cave is 

u n k n o w n . 

M A P OF D E V E L O P E D P A R T O F W I N D C A V E 

Surface Features 
Upper Trails. Approximate limits of elevation, 1244 to 1198 meters. 
Intermediate Trails. Approximate limits of elevation, 1198 to 1183 meters. 
Lower Trails. Approximate limits of elevation, 1183 to 1167 meters. 
Elevation above sea level. 

D I S C O V E R Y A N D E X P L O R A T I O N S 

T o m B i n g h a m , a B lack H i l l s p i o n e e r , is c r e d i t e d 

w i t h t h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e c a v e in 1 8 8 1 w h i l e dee r 

h u n t i n g . H e w a s a t t r a c t e d b y a s t r a n g e w h i s t l i n g 

a n d , a f t e r s e a r c h i n g a b o u t in t h e u n d e r g r o w t h , 

d i s c o v e r e d t h a t i t w a s c a u s e d b y w i n d escap ing 

t h r o u g h a sma l l ho le in s o m e r o c k s . Fo r severa l 

yea rs a f t e r d i s c o v e r y , t h e area i n c l u d i n g t h e c a v e 

e n t a n c e lay o p e n t o c l a ims . T h e S o u t h D a k o t a 

M i n i n g C o m p a n y f i l ed l o c a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t e s on t h e 

cave in 1 8 9 0 . T h a t same year , Jesse D. M c D o n a l d , 

a c c o m p a n i e d by his s o n s , E lmer a n d A l v i n , c a m e t o 

m a n a g e t h e p r o p e r t y f o r t h e c o m p a n y . T h e y m a d e 

t h e f i r s t se r i ous e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e cave a n d c o n ­

d u c t e d t h e f i r s t g u i d e d t o u r s . 

A l v i n M c D o n a l d d i s c o v e r e d m a n y o f t h e passage­

w a y s a n d r o o m s and kep t an e x t e n s i v e d i a r y in 

w h i c h he e s t i m a t e d d i s t a n c e s , k e p t a r e c o r d o f 

e x p l o r a t i o n s , a n d n a m e d r o o m s , i n t e r e s t i n g f o r m a ­

t i o n s , a n d ch ie f r o u t e s . A p l a q u e n o w m a r k s h is 

g r a v e nea r t h e cave e n t r a n c e . 

In 1 8 9 2 , t h e e lder M c D o n a l d a n d severa l o t h e r 

p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g J o h n a n d C h a r l e s S t a b l e r , f o r m e d 

t h e " W o n d e r f u l W i n d Cave I m p r o v e m e n t C o m ­

p a n y " a n d t o o k o v e r t h e p r o p e r t y . Th i s c o m p a n y 

a f t e r o p e n i n g passages a n d b u i l d i n g s t a i r w a y s , op­

e r a t e d t h e c a v e a n d g u i d e d v i s i t o r s . O n J a n u a r y 9, 

1 9 0 3 , P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t s i gned a b i l l 

e s t a b l i s h i n g W i n d C a v e N a t i o n a l P a r k . 

From the age of 17 until he died at 20, Alvin 

McDonald explored hundreds of passages in 

the cave. In 1892 he and three other persons 

discovered one of the largest rooms. "George 

A. Stabler noticed a large hole in the roof," 

McDonald wrote in his diary. "We were all 

looking up the hole & wondering how we could 

get up there when I suggested that we could 

follow that long rock and climb up from the 

other end of it... when we got where the 

stone stopped there lay above us and on all 

sides of us an enormus (sicJ cavern... 

Stabler named the room the 'Fair Grounds'and 

the name is very appropriate for the floor is 

unusually level and it contains nearly every 

kind of specimens that are found in the cave." 

METRIC MEASUREMENTS 
The scales show the ratio between customary measurements 
and metrics. Alt i tudes are in meters, distances in kilometers. 
One meter is 3.280833 feet, 1 kilometer is 0.62137 miles. 


