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Sugyestions for o Gencrelized Snup Romoval
rolicy Designed to I'rotect vildlifo

The following suggestions have becn prepared by the Wildlife Divisien,
Branch of Resocrch cnd Bducction, in collaboration with the Brunch of Forcstry
for the assistance of thoso who arc cngeged in jobs for snog thinning und ro-
moval in nctional and Stuto park croas in order to carry out fire hazard ru-
duction with c minimum advorse coff.et upon wildlife:

The froyuent nccessity of underteoking snag romoval for firc protoction
is fully recognizod, cnd it is folt thot, becouse of widely varying local
conditions, docisions ©8 to th. uxteunt wnd neturo of rumoval oporctions con
bust be made by those who are cctually on thu ground.

Dord snegs arv o naturul componcnt of uvury forust, whether wirjin or
recently burnod. They provide food und nosting sites for many spicius of
birds und for some of th. mammals. For somu spucios thoy provide the ma-
Jorlty of the food, und preactically the only possible nesting sites. although
local conditions vary so widely thet it is imgossiblo to bu spunific us to tho
minimum dosircblo number of snugs, it myy b ustimctod roughly that over ox-
tonsivo burnud crocs any reduction to l.ss thun ono sultn lo snag per ucro
will couso o marked reduction of wildlifu, und in many cruas oven such a
number will bu guito incdoyuuto. It is rugopnizod, howovor, thut in tho
casv of aruas supporting stands of Douglas fir, or stunds of mixed conifors,
it moy sometimos bo nceossary, for th. sako of firu pratuction, to -limincto
all snags in c strip aleng truck trczil right of wuys, ridgos or fir.brorks.

Snags with largoe stick nests in thom should always tc sparcd if possi.lo,
bocouse birds building such nosts usually bolony to a reather rarv spucios
whoso hobit it is to ruturn yoar aftor yoor to th . some nost. If the nost
sito is dostroyod thuy mey dosurt tho cros entircly.

Snegs with nosting holus in thom should Lo loft If at ¢l possiblo, and
should not bc cut botwoen Muy 1 and Aupgust 1, since youngy and wpps muy bo
dusitroyod.

Snups 15 Inchos or mor: in dicmotor are usually of moru viluo to wild-
1ifv then are thoso of lussor digmol r.

Saugs roaching, woll wbove the underpgrovnth (usuclly 30 ta b)) fout ni h)
aro usuolly just as veluwhle to most forms of wildlifo +s snaps 90 or moro
foot high and, of ‘oursu, ~onstitutu mu h lcss of « flrg hazard.

Douglas fir or pin. snugs ur. more viluw,lu to wildlife thun snugs of
coder or temorack (Lorix spe) Cottonwood snags are  onsiderod to b low



in fire hazard os well as desirable lor wildlife; tho true firs, on the other
hend, are particulurly troutlesome from the standpoint of fire hazard.

Snags with ull or somo of the bark en :re more valuable then those which
erc decoply chirred Into the wood over most of thelr surfucos.

The following birds are largely or wholly depondent on snags for food or
nesting sites or both: Bluc Heron; Wood Duck, Berrows Goldencye, american
Mor ganser, Hooded Merganser; Pigoeon Hewk, Sparrow Hewk; Born Owl, OSpotted
Owl, Berrod Owl, Saw-whot owl, Screccch Cwl, Pygmy Ovl; Veux Swift; Halry
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpocker, Whitcu-hoaded Woodpeckor, Threc-toced Voodpecker,
Pilcated Woodpecker, Czlifornia Woodpeckor, Redhtuded Woodpoecker, Lowis Wood-
pecker, Flicker; Crested Flycatcher, Ash-throated Flycatcher; Purple iartin,
Tree Swallow, Violet-Green Swallow; Titmouse, Chickadee, Nuthatch; Crcoper;
Bewick Wren, House Wren, Eastern Blucbird, Western Blucbird, Mountain Bluc-
bird. A groat mecny other birds use snags occasion:lly.

Of thc mammals, the Flying Squirrels and come of the Bots wre sbsolutoly
dependent upon snags, while many other forms, such as Recccoons, Ringt:rile,
Martens, Fishers, Gray and Red Sguirrels, Wood Rnts and White-footed Mice
moko cxtensive use of thome
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