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A "Wildlife Management Handbook" is being prepared to assist 
and direct the development and operation of wildlife and aquatic 
resources management programs within areas administered by the 
National Park Service. This handbook will contain several parts 
including: Introduction; Part I — Wildlife Resources, Natural 
and Historical Areas; Part II — Aquatic Resources, Natural and 
Historical Areas; and Part III — Wildlife and Aquatic Resources, 
Recreational Areas. 

Part II — Aquatic Resources, Natural and Historical Areas, 
is enclosed. The other parts will be transmitted as soon as they 
are completed. 

Part II contains the objectives, principles, and guidelines 
which shall govern the management of aquatic resources and fisher­
man-use in each natural and historical area which contain signifi­
cant aquatic resources. They supersede the fishery resources 
management guidelines previously included in the now obsolete 
National Park Service "Administrative Manual," Volume VI, Ranger 
Activities, Part II, Chapter 5, pages 3-8' 

Also superseded by this handbook is FO 5-°3> April 23, 19&3, 
relating to control of aquatic plants and animals, and FO 22-66. 

Part II contains instructions for the development of Long 
Range Aquatic Resources Management Plans and Aquatic Resources 
Status Statements. A plan is required from each natural and 
historical area in which aquatic resources and fishing are of 
major significance. The status statement is required from areas 
in which aquatic resources and fishing are of lesser importance. 
Plans and statements should be prepared and submitted as rapidly 
as feasible. 

One copy of Part II of this handbook is being sent to each 
park and office. If there is a need for additional copies, fill 
in the tear-off portion of this transmittal and return to the 
Washington Office. The enclosed material should be brought to 
the immediate attention of all interested personnel. 
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FOREWORD 

An assortment of marine, estuarine and fresh-water eco­
systems are found in natural and historical areas administered by 
the National Park Service. Each require a particular approach to 
their management for the adequate conservation and perpetuation 
of the important natural features for educational and scientific 
purposes. In addition to being significant scientific assets, 
aquatic environments and the plant and animal life forms they 
contain provide opportunities for beneficial recreation such as: 
skin-diving, fish watching, nature study, scenic enjoyment, boat­
ing, swimming and fishing. Each of these activities must be 
managed so that they do not impair or endanger the resources nor 
the enjoyment of park features by other park visitors. 

Consumptive recreational use of fishes (and some other 
aquatic life) has been provided for by laws and regulations. 
This is in contrast to other park resources that are rigidly 
protected against such uses. Much interest in the aquatic 
resources of the national parks and monuments previously has been 
focused on the value of park lakes, streams and other waters 
primarily for sport fishing. The broader concept of the manage-
ment of each aquatic ecosystem and its relationship to the larger 
park ecosystem is developing. This includes not only the fishes 
important to the angler, but also all other fishes endemic to 
park waters; the quality of the chemical, physical, and bio­
logical characteristics of the waters; and the multitude of 
aquatic life, both plant and animal, and their interrelation­
ships . 

Objectives, principles, and guidelines for the management of 
aquatic resources in natural and historical areas to insure their 
perpetuation and conservative use are established in this part of 
the handbook. 

Instructions are presented for the development of a long-
range aquatic resources management plan or an aquatic resources 
status statement for each area containing these resources. Plans 
and status statements should be completed and submitted as rapidly 
as possible. 
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