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"/ was born and lived almost forty years in South Bristol, 
Ontario County—one of the most secluded spots in Western 
New York, but from the earliest dawn of reason I pined for 
that freedom of thought and action that was then denied to 
all womankind.... But not until that meeting at Seneca 
Falls in 1848, of the pioneers in the cause, gave this feeling 
of unrest form and voice, did I take action." 

— Emily Collins 

For Emily Collins, who went on to start a local equal rights organiza
tion, and for other women of 1840s America the news of a women's 
rights convention was a vivid reminder of their inferior status. By law 
or by custom, an unmarried woman generally did not vote, speak in 
public, hold office, attend college, or earn a living other than as a 
teacher, seamstress, domestic, or mill worker. A married woman lived 
under these restrictions and more: she could not make contracts, sue 

in court, divorce an abusive husband, gain custody of her children, or 
own property, even the clothes she wore. Though middle-class wives 
reigned over the domestic sphere, legally their husbands controlled 
them. Individual women publicly expressed their desire for equality, 
but it was not until 1848 that a handful of reformers in Seneca Falls, 
New York, called "A Convention to discuss the social, civil, and reli
gious condition and rights of Woman." 

Why Seneca Falls? A significant reform community emerged in western 
New York in the 1830s and 1840s. Among these reformers were aboli
tionists who joined relatives and started businesses in Seneca Falls 
and Waterloo. Here and elsewhere, Quaker women such as Philadel-
phian Lucretia Mob: took an active role in the effort to end slavery. For 
Mott, her sister Martha Wright, Jane Hunt, Mary Ann M'Clintock, and 
32-year-old Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the next step was to demand 
rights for women. In July 1848 they planned the convention and ham
mered out a formal list of grievances based on the Declaration of Inde
pendence, denouncing inequities in property rights, education, employ

ment, religion, marriage and family, and suffrage. The demand for the 
"elective franchise" was so radical that even Mott protested, but Stan
ton had her way. On July 19 the Declaration of Sentiments was pre
sented before an audience of about 300. "We hold these truths to be 
self-evident: that all men and women are created equal," announced 
Stanton at the First Women's Rights Convention. 

The advocates expected controversy. True ladies, a Philadelphia news
paper wrote after the convention, would be foolish to sacrifice their 
status as "Wives, Belles, Virgins and Mothers" for equal rights. Many 
signers of the declaration removed their names. But 12 days later a 
second convention was held in Rochester. By the turn of the century 
armies of women marched for suffrage. Today many of the conven
tion's most radical demands are taken for granted. The Declaration of 
Sentiments was the start; its words have a relevance that reaches far 
beyond that warm July day in Seneca Falls. 

Location From I-90 (New 
York State Thruway) take 
Exit 41; go south on N.Y. 
Rt. 414; go east on U.S. 
20, (it becomes Fall St.); 
follow signs to the visitor 
center. Airports within one 
hour's drive include Syra
cuse, Rochester, and 
Ithaca. A fee is charged. 

More Information Con
tact: Women's Rights 
National Historical Park, 
136 Fall Street, Seneca 
Falls, NY 13148; 315-568-
2991; TDD 315-568-9039; 
FAX 315-568-2141; Inter
net www.nps.gov/wori. 

The setting for the First 
Women's Rights Conven
tion and the homes of 
some participants are pre
served today as Women's 
Rights National Histori
cal Park, established by 
Congress in 1980. Begin 
at the visitor center, 136 
Fall Street, open daily ex
cept Thanksgiving, De
cember 25, and January 
1. Hours are 9 to 5, with 
extended hours in sum
mer. The visitor center has 
exhibits, a film, and a list 
of activities. The center is 
accessible for visitors with 
disabilities; ask staff about 
access to the other sites. 

Wesleyan Chapel 

Declaration Park fea
tures a granite water wall 
engraved with the words 
of the Declaration of Sen
timents. The remains of 
the Wesleyan Chapel are 
preserved. The restored 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
House in Seneca Falls is 
open to the public. The 
M'Clintock House and 

the Hunt House in Water
loo are being restored. 
Guided tours of the Stan
ton House are available in 
summer and on a limited 
basis at other times. Resto
ration tours of the M'Clin
tock and Hunt Houses are 
available periodically. On 
July 19 and 20, 1848, 
about 300 women and 

men gathered in the Wes
leyan Chapel to hear the 
first formal demands for 
women's rights. Curious 
local residents joined 
abolitionists, temperance 
workers, and reformers to 
fill the chapel. On the first 
day participants debated 
the wording of the Decla
ration of Sentiments. The 
Seneca County Courier 
reported that "an intelli
gent and respectful audi
ence" attended the public 
session that evening to 
hear the "eminently beau
tiful and instructive" dis
course of Lucretia Mott. 
At the next day's session 

was the family's home for 
15 years. Stanton's philos
ophy was based in large 
part on her experiences as 
a Seneca Falls housewife. 
She was 31 years old 
when she moved here in 
1847 with her husband, a 

lawyer and abolitionist 
lecturer, and three boys. 
Stanton found small-town 
life oppressive: "My duties 
were too numerous and 
varied and none suffi
ciently exhilarating or 
intellectual to bring into 
play my higher faculties. 
I suffered with mental 
hunger, which, like an 
empty stomach, is very 
depressing." Accustomed 
to the activity of Boston 
reform circles, Stanton 
drew inspiration from the 
company of Lucretia Mott 
and her associates. Stan
ton defied many of the 
day's housekeeping and 

Hunt House 

child-rearing customs. For 
many years she wore an 
outfit consisting of pants 
and a knee-length skirt, 
introduced by her cousin 
Libby Smith Miller and 
popularized by Amelia 
Bloomer, which allowed 

freedom of movement pro
hibited by current fashion. 
She encouraged her seven 
children to join parlor dis
cussions with visitors such 
as the Motts and Frederick 
Douglass. For several 
years Stanton hosted a 

"conversation club" in the 
back parlor where young 
men and women dis
cussed issues of the day 
and socialized. Her benev
olent work with the town's 
poor residents made her 
all the more aware of the 
economic insecurity of 
women. The Hunt House 
was the home of Jane and 
Richard Hunt, Quakers 
active in the Waterloo 
reform community. Their 
mansion was the gather
ing place for Stanton, 
Mott, Wright, M'Clintock, 
and Jane Hunt as they 
planned the convention 

M'Clintock House 

on July 9, 1848. The 
M'Clintock House was 
owned by the Hunts, who 
rented it to relatives and 
fellow Quaker abolitionists, 

lustrations by Greg Harlin 

Mary Ann and Thomas 
M'Clintock. The conven
tion planners met here on 
July 16 to draft the Decla
ration of Sentiments. 

About Your Visit 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton House 

the amended declaration 
was adopted; 100 women 
and men signed the docu
ment. Frederick Douglass 
reiterated his support at 
the final session. The Eliza
beth Cady Stanton House 

http://www.nps.gov/wori


Seneca Falls and Beyond 

"What are we next to do?" asked Elizabeth Cady Stanton after the 1848 
convention. The women of Seneca Falls had challenged America to 
social revolution with a list of demands that touched every aspect of life. 
Testing different approaches, the early women's rights leaders came to 
view the ballot as the best way to change the system, but they did not 
limit their efforts to one issue. Fifty years after the convention, women 
could claim progress in property rights, employment and educational 
opportunities, divorce and child custody laws, and increased social 
freedoms. By the early 20th century, a coalition of suffragists, temper
ance groups, reform-minded politicians, and women's social welfare 
organizations mustered a successful push for the vote. 

Although the ballot was never the primary agent of social reform, as 
many had hoped, the fight for suffrage expanded the women's influence 
in the political arena. Again the question arose: What next? Immediately 

after 1920 many women worked for reform through groups such as the 
League of Women Voters and national political parties. Some women 
asserted their rights on a personal level by attending college, taking 
jobs, adopting new clothing fashions, and practicing birth control. Then 
as now, each woman sought her own definition of freedom. 

In 1848 the Seneca County Courier warned that the convention's 
resolutions were "of the kind called radical... Some will regard them 
with respect—others with disapprobation and contempt." The story of 
the women's movement is the story of ideas once controversial, now 
unremarkable. The chronology below outlines the major events that 
changed the status quo for women in America. Which of our present 
efforts will contribute toward a future of equality? What, indeed, are we 
next to do? 

"Remember the Ladies" 
4 

1 7 7 6 A m e r i c a n R e v o 
l u t i o n b e g i n s . A b i g a i l 
A d a m s a d m o n i s h e s h u s 
b a n d J o h n a n d o t h e r 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r s t o 
" r e m e m b e r t h e l a d i e s " in 

t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e n e w 
g o v e r n m e n t . 

1 7 8 4 J u d i t h S a r g e n t 
M u r r a y w r i t e s e s s a y s o n 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s , e n d o r s 
i n g w o m e n ' s e d u c a t i o n . 
M u r r a y ' s "On t h e E q u a l i t y 
o f t h e S e x e s " a p p e a r s 
in Massachusetts Maga
zine in 1 7 9 0 . 

1 7 8 8 U . S . C o n s t i t u t i o n 
is r a t i f i e d . W i t h d e c i s i o n s 
a b o u t v o t i n g q u a l i f i c a 
t i o n s le f t u p t o s t a t e s , 
N e w J e r s e y w o m e n p r o p 
e r t y o w n e r s h a v e f u l l 
f r a n c h i s e unt i l 1 8 0 7 . E l s e 
w h e r e w o m e n v o t e in 
l o c a l e l e c t i o n s . 

E a r l y 1 8 0 0 s P o p u l a r 
l i t e r a t u r e d e f i n e s a n e w 
m i d d l e - c l a s s i d e a l : w o m 
e n d o m i n a t e t h e " s p h e r e " 
o f h o m e a n d f a m i l y , w h i l e 
m e n a r e a c k n o w l e d g e d 

Portrait by Gilbert Stuart 

"If particular care and atten
tion is not paid to the ladies," 
writes Abigail Adams in 1776 , 
"we are determined to foment 
a rebel l ion, and will not hold 
ourselves bound by any laws 
in which w e have no voice or 
representation 

l e a d e r s in po l i t i cs a n d t h e 
w o r k p l a c e . 

1 8 3 0 s A m e r i c a n A n t i -
S l a v e r y S o c i e t y is f o u n d e d 
in P h i l a d e l p h i a in 1 8 3 3 
b y Q u a k e r s s e e k i n g i m 
m e d i a t e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f 
s l a v e s . A A S S ' s 1 6 0 0 a u x -
i l i a r ies g a t h e r m o r e t h a n 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 s i g n a t u r e s o n 
a n t i s l a v e r y p e t i t i o n s b y 
1 8 3 8 . A s a b o l i t i o n c a u s e 
e s c a l a t e s , l e c t u r e r s s u c h 

a s S a r a h a n d A n g e l i n a 
G r i m k e p r o m o t e w o m e n ' s 
c o n c e r n s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
w i t h a b o l i t i o n . S a r a h d r a w s 
c r i t i c i s m f o r h e r 1 8 3 7 
Letters on the Equality of 
the Sexes. A A S S s p l i t s 
in 1 8 3 9 o v e r i s s u e o f 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t s . 

1 8 4 0 N e w l y w e d s H e n r y 
a n d E l i z a b e t h C a d y S t a n 
t o n a t t e n d W o r l d A n t i -

S l a v e r y C o n v e n t i o n in 
L o n d o n , w h e r e o r g a n i z e r s 
r e f u s e t o s e a t w o m e n 
d e l e g a t e s . E l i z a b e t h C a d y 
S t a n t o n a n d L u c r e t i a M o t t 
r e s o l v e t o h o l d a c o n v e n 
t i o n d e v o t e d t o w o m e n ' s 
r i g h t s . 

1 8 4 8 E l i z a b e t h C a d y 
S t a n t o n a n d Q u a k e r a b o 
l i t ion is ts J a n e H u n t . M a r y 
A n n M C l i n t o c k , L u c r e t i a 

Denied leadership positions 
in many other abolitionist 

groups, w o m e n sit on the ex
ecut ive committee of the 
Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery 
Society. Lucretia and James 
Mott are at tar right. 
Sophia Smith Collection, 
Smith College 

A Call to Convention 

M o t t , a n d M a r t h a W r i g h t 
h o l d F i rs t W o m e n ' s R i g h t s 
C o n v e n t i o n in S e n e c a 
Fa l ls . P a r t i c i p a n t s d i s c u s s 
w o m e n ' s s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n 
a n d d e m a n d full a n d e q u a l 
r i g h t s w i t h m e n . 

1 8 5 0 B o s t o n w o m e n 
a b o l i t i o n i s t s , i n c l u d i n g 
L u c y S t o n e , o r g a n i z e 
n a t i o n a l w o m e n ' s r i g h t s 
c o n v e n t i o n in W o r c e s t e r , 
M a s s ; m o r e t h a n 1 , 0 0 0 
p e o p l e a t t e n d . S u b s e 
q u e n t c o n v e n t i o n s a r e 
h e l d t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
1 8 5 0 s . 

1 8 5 1 S t a n t o n m e e t s 
Q u a k e r t e a c h e r S u s a n B . 
A n t h o n y in S e n e c a F a l l s . 
T h e y f o r m a n ac t iv is t t e a m 
a n d u s e t e m p e r a n c e a n d 
a b o l i t i o n g a t h e r i n g s t o 
a d d r e s s w o m e n ' s i s s u e s . 
S t a n t o n w r i t e s s p e e c h e s 
a n d d e v i s e s s t r a t e g y , 
w h i l e A n t h o n y l e c t u r e s 
a n d c i r c u l a t e s p e t i t i o n s . 

1 8 6 0 S t a n t o n a n d A n 
t h o n y w o r k s u c c e s s f u l l y 
t o a m e n d M a r r i e d W o m -

Lucy Stone (top), champions 
reform both in her public life, 
by leading abolit ion and 
women's suffrage efforts, and 
in her private life by keeping 
her maiden name after mar
rying. "We hold w o m e n to be 
justly enti t led to ail w e claim 
for man," writes Frederick 
Douglass (above) soon after 
the 1 8 4 8 convention. Two 
decades later Douglass 
breaks with Stanton over suf
frage strategy. 

Library ol Congress 

War and Reconstruction 

e n ' s P r o p e r t y A c t of N e w 
Y o r k , o r i g i n a l l y e n a c t e d 
in 1 8 4 8 . R e v i s e d l a w a l 
l o w s w i v e s t o h o l d p r o p 
e r t y , k e e p e a r n i n g s a n d 
i n h e r i t a n c e s , m a k e c o n 
t r a c t s , s u e in c o u r t , a n d 
s h a r e c h i l d c u s t o d y . 

1 8 6 1 - 6 5 N o r t h e r n a n d 
S o u t h e r n w o m e n t a k e 
o v e r j o b s o n f a r m s a n d in 
f a c t o r i e s , b u s i n e s s e s , 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c e s 
d u r i n g C i v i l W a r . T h o u 
s a n d s of w o m e n w o r k a s 
n u r s e s , o p e n i n g p r o f e s 
s i o n t o f e m a l e s . 

1 8 6 2 M o r r i l l A c t g r a n t s 
f e d e r a l l a n d t o s u p p o r t 
c o e d u c a t i o n a l c o l l e g e s 
a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s in t h e 
W e s t . H o m e s t e a d A c t 
g r a n t s f r e e l a n d t o a n y 

h e a d o f h o u s e h o l d , " 
i n c l u d i n g w o m e n 

1 8 6 3 A f t e r E m a n c i p a 
t i o n P r o c l a m a t i o n f r e e s 
s o m e s l a v e s in C o n f e d e r 
a c y , S t a n t o n a n d A n t h o 
n y ' s N a t i o n a l W o m e n ' s 
L o y a l L e a g u e p r e s e n t s 

4 0 0 , 0 0 0 s i g n a t u r e s o n 
p e t i t i o n t o C o n g r e s s f o r a 
c o m p l e t e e n d t o s l a v e r y . 
M o t t a n d c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 
y i e l d l e a d e r s h i p t o r i s i n g 
g e n e r a t i o n ; n e w w o m e n ' s 
l e a d e r s a n t i c i p a t e t h a t 
p o s t w a r e x p a n s i o n o f 
c i v i l r i g h t s w i l l i n c l u d e f e 
m a l e s u f f r a g e . T h i r t e e n t h 
A m e n d m e n t o u t l a w s s lav 
e r y in 1 8 6 5 . 

1 8 6 7 F i r s t s t a t e w i d e 
w o m e n ' s s u f f r a g e c a m 
p a i g n s in K a n s a s a n d N e w 
Y o r k a r e d e f e a t e d 

Currier & Ives portrays "Man 
As H e Expects to B e " in a 
world of female equals, 1 8 6 9 . 
Library of Congress 

1 8 6 9 S u f f r a g i s t s sp l i t 
o v e r s t r a t e g y a f t e r 1 4 t h 
A m e n d m e n t s p e c i f i e s 
v o t i n g r i g h t s f o r " m a l e 
c i t i z e n s . " S t a n t o n a n d 
A n t h o n y f o r m N a t i o n a l 
W o m a n S u f f r a g e A s s o c i a 
t ion ( N W S A ) w h i c h p u s h e s 
f o r a w o m e n ' s s u f f r a g e 
a m e n d m e n t . L u c y S t o n e , 
J u l i a W a r d H o w e , a n d 
o t h e r s o r g a n i z e A m e r i c a n 

"Revolution' 

W o m a n S u f f r a g e A s s o 
c i a t i o n ( A W S A ) t o s u p p o r t 
v o t i n g r i g h t s f i rst for b l a c k 
m a l e s , t h e n w o m e n . W y 
o m i n g b e c o m e s f i rst U . S . 
t e r r i t o r y t o e n a c t w o m e n ' s 
s u f f r a g e . 

1 8 7 2 A n t h o n y a n d c o l 
l e a g u e s t e s t 1 4 t h a n d 
1 5 t h A m e n d m e n t s b y 
c a s t i n g v o t e s in N e w Y o r k . 
S u f f r a g i s t s a r e a r r e s t e d 
a n d f i n e d . A n 1 8 7 5 U . S . 
S u p r e m e C o u r t r u l i n g u p 
h o l d s s t a t e s ' r i g h t t o d e n y 
w o m e n t h e v o t e . I n 1 8 7 6 , 
A n t h o n y a n d o t h e r s c r a s h 
U . S . C e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a 
t i o n in P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s 
I n d e p e n d e n c e H a l l , d e 
m a n d i n g w o m e n ' s v o t e . 

"It has b e e n said," writes 
Stanton of friend and co-
agitator Susan B. Anthony," 
that I forged the thunderbolts 
and she fired them. Beg in 
ning in 1 8 6 8 the two publish 
the short-lived Revolution, 
advocating "Equal Pay," "Abo
lition of Standing Armies," 
Cold Water not Alcoholic 

Drinks," and "a new Commer
cial and Financial Policy." 
Library of Congress 

Nebraska State Historical Society 

1 8 7 7 B a c k e d b y t h e 
N W S A , a w o m e n ' s su f 
f r a g e a m e n d m e n t is f i rst 
i n t r o d u c e d in C o n g r e s s , 
b u t n o t v o t e d o n f o r t e n 
m o r e y e a r s . A s R e c o n 
s t r u c t i o n e r a d r a w s t o a 
c l o s e . S o u t h e r n b l a c k s 
s e e e r o s i o n o f t h e i r n e w 
c i v i l r i g h t s . 

1 8 7 9 F r a n c e s W i l l a r d 
b e c o m e s p r e s i d e n t o f 
W o m a n ' s C h r i s t i a n T e m 
p e r a n c e U n i o n ( W C T U ) , 
e s t a b l i s h e d in 1 8 7 4 t o 
f i g h t s o c i a l ills o f a l c o h o l . 
W i l l a r d s t r o n g l y a d v o 
c a t e s w o m e n ' s s u f f r a g e 
a s a m e a n s t o i m p o s e a 
m o r a l i n f l u e n c e o n s o c i 
e t y . M o r e p o p u l a r t h a n 

Temperance societies, first 
popular in the 1830s, w e r e 
among the first American 
women's groups. The crusade 
made w o m e n all the more 
aware of their legal defense-
lessness against a drunken 
husband and the n e e d for 
property and divorce rights. 
After the Civil War the move
ment reemerged , its leaders 
prescribing female suffrage 
to reform society. 

Library ol Congress 

f o r m a l s u f f r a g e a s s o c i a 
t i o n s , W C T U b e c o m e s 
n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t w o m e n ' s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n b y t h e 1 8 8 0 s . 

1 8 8 1 K n i g h t s of L a b o r 
o r g a n i z e s h o u s e w i v e s , 
d o m e s t i c s , f a c t o r y w o r k 
e r s , r a i l r o a d w o r k e r s ; 
6 5 , 0 0 0 w o m e n j o i n . 
K n i g h t s d i s b a n d b y 1 8 8 6 
a f t e r l o s i n g n a t i o n a l 
s t r i k e . W o m e n ' s o r g a 
n i z e d l a b o r r e c o v e r s b y 
t h e e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 
t o b e c o m e a n a c t i v e 
f o r c e in s u f f r a g i s m . 

1 8 8 7 W C T U a n d suf 
f r a g i s t s p r e s e n t U . S . 
S e n a t e w i t h p e t i t i o n o f 
2 0 0 . 0 0 0 s i g n a t u r e s s u p 
p o r t i n g s u f f r a g e a m e n d 
m e n t . A m e n d m e n t is 
d e f e a t e d . 

1 8 8 9 J a n e A d d a m s a n d 
E l l e n S t a r r e s t a b l i s h H u l l 
H o u s e in C h i c a g o , n a 
t i o n s f i rs t s e t t l e m e n t 
h o u s e . I n f o l l o w i n g d e c 
a d e s a n a r m y o f e d u c a t e d 
f e m a l e r e f o r m e r s , f r o m 
y o u n g s i n g l e w o m e n t o 

w i v e s , m o t h e r s , a n d 
g r a n d m o t h e r s , i n v e s t i 
g a t e l a b o r c o n d i t i o n s , 
s t a r t s e t t l e m e n t h o u s e s , 
p r o m o t e e d u c a t i o n a n d 
p u b l i c h e a l t h , a g i t a t e f o r 
l i b e r a l i z e d b i r t h c o n t r o l 
l a w s , a n d m a r c h f o r su f 
f r a g e . I n c r e a s i n g l y , 
w o m e n a c t i v i s t s s e e v o t e 
a s a m e a n s t o i m p r o v e 
s o c i e t y 

1 8 9 0 W y o m i n g is a d m i t 
t e d a s f i rst w o m e n ' s s u f 
f r a g e s t a t e . C o l o r a d o a n d 
I d a h o f o l l o w ; c a m p a i g n s 
in t h e s e s t a t e s a r e l e d b y 
C a r r i e C h a p m a n C a t t . 
U t a h e n a c t s w o m e n ' s suf 
f r a g e in 1 8 9 6 t o e n s u r e 
M o r m o n c o n t r o l o f g o v 
e r n m e n t . N W S A a n d 
A W S A m e r g e in to t h e N a 
t i o n a l A m e r i c a n W o m a n 
S u f f r a g e A s s o c i a t i o n 
( N A W S A ) w i t h S t a n t o n a s 
p r e s i d e n t , s u c c e e d e d b y 
A n t h o n y in 1 8 9 2 . F r a n c e s 
W i l l a r d s i ts o n e x e c u t i v e 
b o a r d . N A W S A s t r a t e g y 
s h i f t s f r o m c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
a m e n d m e n t t o s t a t e 
r e f e r e n d a . 

Stanton and Anthony f lank 
George Washington in the sa
tirical "Apotheosis of Liberty." 
By 1 8 9 2 the two have led the 
women's rights movement 
for four decades and have 
published four volumes of A 
History of Woman Suffrage. 
Library ol Congress 

1 9 0 2 E l i z a b e t h C a d y 
S t a n t o n d i e s a t a g e 8 6 . 
F o u r y e a r s l a t e r S u s a n B. 
A n t h o n y d i e s a t 8 5 . N e w 
g e n e r a t i o n o f s u f f r a g i s t s 
a r e s o l i d l y in p o w e r , a r 

g u i n g f o r v o t e o n b a s i s 
of f e m a l e m o r a l s u p e r i o r 
i ty r a t h e r t h a n e q u a l i t y . 
N A W S A is l e d b y A n n a 
H o w a r d S h a w a n d C a r r i e 
C h a p m a n C a t t . 

1 9 1 0 W a s h i n g t o n b e 
c o m e s f i rs t s t a t e in 2 0 t h 
c e n t u r y t o e x t e n d fu l l f r a n 
c h i s e t o w o m e n , i n s p i r i n g 
n a t i o n w i d e c a m p a i g n t h a t 
s o o n b r i n g s s u c c e s s in 
s e v e r a l w e s t e r n s t a t e s 
P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y e n 
d o r s e s w o m e n ' s s u f f r a g e 
in 1 9 1 2 . S t a n t o n ' s d a u g h 
t e r H a r r i o t S t a n t o n B l a t c h 
o r g a n i z e s f i rst s u f f r a g e 
p a r a d e s in N e w Y o r k C i t y ; 
s o l i c i t s w o r k i n g w o m e n ' s 
s u p p o r t t h r o u g h W o m e n ' s 
T r a d e U n i o n L e a g u e . 

1 9 1 1 J a n e A d d a m s . n o w 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f N A W S A , 
a d v o c a t e s i m m i g r a n t 
w o m e n ' s r i g h t t o s u f f r a g e , 
c o u n t e r i n g b e l i e f b y 
s o m e a d v o c a t e s t h a t v o t e 
b e l o n g s t o n a t i v e - b o r n , 
w h i t e , e d u c a t e d p e o p l e . 

1 9 1 3 A l i c e P a u l a n d 
n e w e s t g e n e r a t i o n o f 
su f f rag is ts r e v i v e d e m a n d 
f o r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a m e n d 
m e n t . P a u l , w h o w o r k e d 
in E n g l a n d w i t h m i l i t a n t 
s u f f r a g i s t E m m e l i n e 
P a n k h u r s t , i n t r o d u c e s 
m a s s d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , 
h u n g e r s t r i k e s , a n d c o n 
s t a n t p r e s s u r e o n p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t y in p o w e r . P a u l a n d 
s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d m a r c h 
e r s p r o t e s t W o o d r o w 
W i l s o n ' s i n a u g u r a t i o n in 
M a r c h 1 9 1 3 . P a u l a n d 
o t h e r s l e a v e N A W S A a n d 
f o r m N a t i o n a l W o m e n ' s 
P a r t y in 1 9 1 6 . 

1 9 1 6 M a r g a r e t S a n g e r 
a n d h e r s is ter E t h e l B y r n e 
o p e n f i rst A m e r i c a n b i r t h 
c o n t r o l c l i n i c i n N e w 
Y o r k C i t y . 

1 9 1 7 U . S . e n t e r s W o r l d 
W a r I. W o m e n t a k e o v e r 
j o b s f o r m e n s e r v i n g in 
a r m e d f o r c e s W o m e n ' s 
B u r e a u is f o r m e d ; f o r 
n e x t s e v e r a l d e c a d e s it is 
t h e o n l y f e d e r a l a g e n c y 
d e a l i n g w i t h w o m e n ' s 
c o n c e r n s . 

Antisuftragist arguments are 
based mainly on differences 
between the sexes, while pro-
suffrage groups claim that 
such differences make women 
better qualif ied voters. S o m e 
antisuffrage groups are ex
posed as fronts tor liquor in
terests. In the years before 
the 19th Amendment , suffra
gists such as these N e w York 
w o m e n (right) make their 
cause increasingly visible. 

Library of Congress 

The 19th Amendment 

Like many Washington suffra
gists, Elsie Hill and Katherine 
Morey are jailed in Boston, 
Mass., for their activities. 
Sewali-Belmont House 

1 9 1 8 W o m e n ' s s u f f r a g e 
a m e n d m e n t is i n t r o d u c e d 
b y J e a n e t t e R a n k i n ( R -
M o n t a n a ) , f i rs t w o m a n 
e l e c t e d t o t h e U . S . C o n 
g r e s s ; a m e n d m e n t p a s s e s 
b o t h h o u s e s b y 1 9 1 9 . 

1 9 2 0 1 9 t h A m e n d m e n t 
is r a t i f i e d . N i c k n a m e d 
t h e S u s a n B. A n t h o n y 
A m e n d m e n t , it s t a t e s t h a t 
T h e r i g h t o f c i t i z e n s of 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o v o t e 
s h a l l n o t b e d e n i e d o r 
a b r i d g e d b y t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s o r b y a n y S t a t e o n 
a c c o u n t o f s e x . " N a t i o n a l 
A m e r i c a n W o m a n S u f 
f r a g e A s s o c i a t i o n b e 
c o m e s L e a g u e of W o m e n 
V o t e r s , a d v o c a t e s s o c i a l 
r e f o r m s a n d p r o t e c t i v e 
l a w s f o r w o r k i n g w o m e n . 
N a t i o n a l W o m e n ' s P a r t y 
o p p o s e s p r o t e c t i v e l a w s 
a n d p r o m o t e s fu l l s o c i a l 
e q u a l i t y . 

Seneca Falls, 1923: Costumed 
as Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
(center) and her colleagues, 

1 9 2 3 A t t h e 7 5 t h a n n i 
v e r s a r y o f t h e S e n e c a 
F a l l s c o n v e n t i o n , A l i c e 
P a u l p r o p o s e s a n E q u a l 
R i g h t s A m e n d m e n t t o 
r e m e d y i n e q u a l i t i e s n o t 
a d d r e s s e d in t h e 1 9 t h 
A m e n d m e n t . 

L a t e 1 9 2 0 s M a n y s t a t e s 
c o n t i n u e t o b a r w o m e n 
f r o m j u r y d u t y a n d p u b -

pageant participants from Na
tional Women's Party cele
brate the 1 8 4 8 convent ion. 
Sewall-Belmont House 

l ie o f f i c e . W i d o w s s u c 
c e e d t h e i r h u s b a n d s a s 
g o v e r n o r s o f T e x a s a n d 
W y o m i n g . M i d d l e - c l a s s 
w o m e n a t t e n d c o l l e g e 
a n d e n t e r l a b o r f o r c e . 
A n t i c i p a t e d " w o m e n ' s 
v o t e " f a i l s t o m a t e r i a l i z e 
b y e n d o f d e c a d e . 

1 9 3 3 F r a n c e s P e r k i n s 
is a p p o i n t e d b y P r e s i d e n t 

A New Deal 

F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t a s 
f i rst f e m a l e S e c r e t a r y o f 
L a b o r . I n t h e N e w D e a l 
y e a r s , a t u r g i n g o f F i r s t 
L a d y E l e a n o r R o o s e v e l t 
a n d D e m o c r a t i c w o m e n ' s 
l e a d e r M o l l y D e w s o n , 
m a n y w o m e n g a i n p o s i 
t i o n s in f e d e r a l s o c i a l s e r 
v i c e b u r e a u s , i n c l u d i n g 
M a r y M c L e o d B e t h u n e , 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e N e g r o 
A f f a i r s D i v i s i o n o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l Y o u t h A d m i n 
i s t r a t i o n . 

1 9 3 6 F e d e r a l c o u r t 
r u l e s b i r t h c o n t r o l l e g a l 
f o r its o w n s a k e , r a t h e r 
t h a n s o l e l y f o r p r e v e n t i o n 
o f d i s e a s e . 

1 9 4 1 U n i t e d S t a t e s e n 
t e r s W o r l d W a r 11. M i l l i o n s 
o f w o m e n a r e r e c r u i t e d 
f o r d e f e n s e i n d u s t r y j o b s 
in w a r y e a r s a n d b e c o m e 
s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t o f l a b o r 
f o r c e . W A C a n d W A V E 
a r e e s t a b l i s h e d a s f i rs t 
w o m e n ' s m i l i t a r y c o r p s . 

The Feminine Mystique" All Rights and Privileges' 

W o m e n such as this railroad 
brake operator take men's 
jobs for the duration of World 
War I I , permanently changing 
the makeup of the workforce. 
Sewall-Belmont House 

1 9 4 7 P e r c e n t a g e o f 
w o m e n in t h e l a b o r f o r c e 
d e c l i n e s a s w o m e n l e a v e 
j o b s t o g e t m a r r i e d a n d 
t o m a k e w a y f o r r e t u r n 
i n g s o l d i e r s . B y e n d o f 
d e c a d e , n u m b e r s of w o r k 
i n g w o m e n a r e a g a i n o n 
t h e i n c r e a s e . 

1 9 5 2 D e m o c r a t i c a n d 
R e p u b l i c a n p a r t i e s e l i m i 
n a t e w o m e n ' s d i v i s i o n s . 

1 9 5 5 C iv i l R i g h t s m o v e 
m e n t e s c a l a t e s i n t h e 
S o u t h ; S e p t i m a C l a r k a n d 
o t h e r s l e a d s i t - i n s a n d 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , p r o v i d 
i n g m o d e l s f o r f u t u r e p r o 
t e s t s t r a t e g i e s . 

1 9 6 0 F D A a p p r o v e s 
b i r t h c o n t r o l p i l ls . 

1 9 6 1 P r e s i d e n t ' s C o m 
m i s s i o n o n t h e S t a t u s o f 
W o m e n is e s t a b l i s h e d , 
h e a d e d b y E l e a n o r R o o s e 
v e l t . C o m m i s s i o n s u c 
c e s s f u l l y p u s h e s f o r p a s 
s a g e in 1 9 6 3 o f E q u a l 
P a y A c t , f i rs t f e d e r a l l a w 
t o r e q u i r e e q u a l c o m p e n 
sa t ion f o r m e n a n d w o m e n 
in f e d e r a l j o b s . 

1 9 6 3 B e t t y F r i e d a n s 
The Feminine Mystique 
a r t i c u l a t e s d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 
a b o u t l i m i t s o n w o m e n . 

1 9 6 4 C i v i l R i g h t s A c t 
p r o h i b i t s j o b d i s c r i m i n a 
t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f r a c e 
o r s e x a n d e s t a b l i s h e s 
E q u a l E m p l o y m e n t O p 
p o r t u n i t y C o m m i s s i o n t o 
a d d r e s s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
c l a i m s . 

1 9 6 6 N a t i o n a l O r g a 
n i z a t i o n f o r W o m e n , 
f o u n d e d b y B e t t y F r i e d a n 
a n d a s s o c i a t e s , p r o m o t e s 
c h i l d c a r e f o r w o r k i n g 
m o t h e r s , a b o r t i o n r i g h t s , 
t h e E q u a l R i g h t s A m e n d 
m e n t , a n d "full p a r t i c i 
p a t i o n in t h e m a i n s t r e a m 
of A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y n o w . " 

1 9 7 2 A f t e r n e a r l y 5 0 
y e a r s . E q u a l R i g h t s 
A m e n d m e n t p a s s e s b o t h 
h o u s e s a n d is s i g n e d b y 
P r e s i d e n t R i c h a r d N i x o n . 
C i v i l R i g h t s A c t b a n s s e x 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n in e m p l o y 
m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n . 
S h i r l e y C h i s h o l m is f i rs t 
b l a c k A m e r i c a n t o r u n f o r 
p r e s i d e n t . 

Colorful and concise, 
these buttons express 

some of women's 
concerns in 

the late 20th 
_ _ _ . century. 

1 9 7 3 I n Roe v. Wade, 
U . S . S u p r e m e C o u r t af
f i r m s w o m e n ' s r igh t t o f irst 
t r i m e s t e r a b o r t i o n s w i t h 
o u t s t a t e i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

1 9 7 4 E l l a G r a s s o o f 
C o n n e c t i c u t b e c o m e s 
t h e f i rst w o m a n G o v e r n o r 
e l e c t e d in h e r o w n r i g h t 

1 9 8 1 S a n d r a D a y 
O ' C o n n o r is a p p o i n t e d 
f irst w o m a n U . S . S u p r e m e 
C o u r t j u s t i c e . 

1 9 8 2 D e a d l i n e f o r E R A 
r a t i f i c a t i o n e x p i r e s ; f i n a l 
c o u n t is t h r e e s t a t e s s h o r t 
o f a d o p t i o n . 

1 9 8 4 G e r a l d i n e F e r r a r o 
is f i rst w o m a n f r o m a 
m a j o r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y n o m 
i n a t e d a s V i c e P r e s i d e n t . 

1 9 9 2 M o r e w o m e n r u n 
f o r a n d a r e e l e c t e d t o 
p u b l i c o f f i c e t h a n in a n y 
o t h e r y e a r in U n i t e d 
S t a t e s h i s t o r y . 

T o d a y T h e f i g h t f o r 
e q u a l i t y is w a g e d o n 
m a n y f r o n t s : w o m e n a r e 
s e e k i n g p o l i t i c a l i n f l u 
e n c e , b e t t e r e d u c a t i o n , 
h e a l t h r e f o r m , j o b e q u i t y , 
a n d l e g a l r e f o r m . T h e 
d e m a n d s e c h o t h o s e o f 
t h e m o v e m e n t t h r o u g h 
o u t its h i s t o r y . In 1 8 4 8 
E l i z a b e t h C a d y S t a n t o n , 
L u c r e t i a M o t t , a n d o t h e r s 
c l a i m e d o n b e h a l f o f 
A m e r i c a n w o m e n al l t h e 
r i g h t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s 
w h i c h b e l o n g t o t h e m a s 
c i t i z e n s . " W h a t w o u l d t h e 
r e f o r m e r s f r o m S e n e c a 
F a l l s d o t o d a y t o c o n t r i 
b u t e t o w a r d a f u t u r e of 
e q u a l i t y ? W h a t w i l l you 
do? 
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T h e organizers of the First 
Women's Rights Convention 
(left to right): El izabeth Cady 
Stanton with daughter Harriot, 
Lucretia Mott, Martha Wright, 
Mary Ann M'Clintock, and 
Jane Hunt. After the conven
tion, Hunt remained in Water
loo and cont inued to work 
with her husband at various 
reform efforts. N o longer 
active in women's rights, the 
M'Clintocks moved to Phila
delphia in 1856 . Wright and 
two M Clintock daughters be
came active suffragists. Mott 
and Stanton led the move
ment in its formative years. 
Library of Congress 

The Suffrage Bandwagon 
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