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INTRODUCTION

VER SINCE the Kansas legislature ratified the Equal Rights amendment in 1972,
the antiequal rights forces have tried unsuccessfully to gain repeal of that ratification.
They argue that the legislature acted with indecent haste and insist that the question
should be reconsidered with time for debate.
The speed with which the legislative body
acted in this case does indeed stand in sharp
contrast to the rate at which women of the state
were granted equal suffrage rights.
Most Kansans of today do not realize what a
controversial subject woman suffrage was from
1859 when Clarina I. H. Nichols and others sat
in the Wyandotte constitutional
convention,
unelected and uninvited, with their knitting in
their hands, hoping to influence the delegates
to leave the word "male" out of the franchise
clause,' to 1912 when the woman suffrage
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Clarina I. H. Nichols
(1810-1885)

Woman suffrage parade Columbus, Kan.

In the picture at far left, Frances E. Willard
(1839-1898), president of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union from 1879 until her death, is
surrounded by the American woman's political
peers: an idiot, convict, American Indian, and
insane man. Henrietta Briggs-Wall, Hutchinson,
designed the picture to show the American
woman's relative political status under the laws
of many states before women were granted
equal suffrage rights. In Kansas the struggle for
woman suffrage spanned more than half a century, from 1859 when Clarina I. H. Nichols sat in
the Wyandotte Constitutional Convention, unelected and uninvited, hoping to influence the
delegates to leave the word "male" out of the
franchise clause, and 1912 when the woman
suffrage amendment was adopted by the state's
male voters. At left, a photograph of the participants In a parade in Columbus, Kan., shows that
campaigning for woman suffrage was sometimes a family affair.
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amendment was adopted by male voters of the
state. Women have been voting in this state for
more than 65 years, but a majority of our citizens regard woman suffrage as something we
have always had. However, so many obstacles
had to be overcome by the workers in the
movement that it seems almost miraculous that
the reform was ever gained. These obstacles
included the indifference of some women, disagreements among the leaders of the movement concerning the tactics which should be
employed to further their efforts, linking the
suffrage fight with other unpopular reform
movements, problems of finance, difficulties of
transportation, etc.
While some writers on the subject have exclaimed over the fact that it took more than 50
years to gain woman suffrage in Kansas, after
considering the handicaps of the movement,
one might more appropriately express astonishment over the fact that it took only a little
over 50 years to succeed in Kansas. In the
course of that half century, the legislature
granted women the right to vote in school
elections in 1861 and in municipal elections in
1887, but three major campaigns (1867, 1894,
and 1911-1912) were required before a woman
'suffrage amendment was added to the state
constitution. Even so, it was accomplished
eight years before the national amendment was
adopted.
THE

PROBLEM OF WOMEN"S

INDIFFERENCE

NE OF THE chief handicaps to the suffrage movement was the indifference and
apathy of many women. It was often difficult to
persuade them to work for the cause; in fact, it
was impossible to get some to as much as sign
their names to a petition or an enrollment book.
The suffrage enrollment books of the Topeka
society are remarkable for the few signatures
which they contain.• Many claimed to favor
woman suffrage and said they felt it was a
right, but when asked to take some part in the
campaign, they excused themselves on the
grounds of its being unladylike to do so. Cora
M. Downs expressed the hope that women
would not petition for their rights. She felt that
the system of coeducation, the avenues of labor
opened up to women, their advancement in the

O

arts and sciences, and their influence over sons
and brothers who represented them in the use
of the ballot would serve as levers which
would gradually bring the right to vote.' Her
attitude seemed to be that, since suffrage was a
right of women, if they just waited long
enough, men would recognize it and extend it
of their own free will.
Some women refused to sign petitions because they objected to the wording. For example, there were objections to the word, "earnestly," by some women who were willing to
ask for suffrage but not too insistently. Others
claimed they did not care for the vote for
themselves but would sign to help those who
did, if the word would be stricken from the
petition.' Still others favored a policy of education and preparation for the ballot so that
when men finally granted them the right to
vote they would be ready to use that right
intelligently. Of course, they expected the suffrage associations to continue working for the
cause until it was successful.•
These attitudes infuriated leaders of the
movement and did a great deal to hamper their
efforts. In the eyes of the truly dedicated
women who realized that the right to vote
would never be granted if women themselves
did not ask for it, these indifferent and complacent women were traitors to their own sex.
Too often women in positions of leadership
hurt the caµse by Jetting their tempers flare,
saying things which antagonized other women.
A speech or an article or a letter would accuse
women who did not take part in the campaign
of being lazy or of being selfish in their indifference," or would complain that the greatest
difficulty in the way of woman's legal status
was her own ignorance of the law.' Although
probably true, such statements did little to
attract indifferent women to the movement.
There are undoubtedly lessons here for the
present leaders of the women's movement.
It was disheartening to the leaders of the
movement to be told by men that the right to
vote would be extended to women when a
3. Cora M. Downs, ..The Womfo!nof Ameri<:a," Topeka Doily
Ca,,ital, November 11, 1882.
4. Mrs. Or. Updeiraff to S. N. Wood, May 28, 1867.-"Wom:m
Suffrage Collection. •
5. Ottawa Joumal & Trfomr,h (Topf!ka edition), May 10. 1894.
6. Loura M. John5 to friend, Dece1nber 28, 1903.-"Lucy 8.
Jolrnsto1iCollf!c.:tlon,"Womun Suffrage, 1903~1910, manuscript di•

2. Soflrage enrollment, Topeka, J893,- .. \Voma11Suffragl."Cvl-

lection," manuscript division, Kansas State Historical Society.

vi!'iion,Kansas State Historical Soclet"y.
7. Topeka Datlv Commonwealth. ~ovc,ubc-r 9, 1883.
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majority of them expressed a desire for it, not
before. When only a small minority of the
women in a community were willing to speak
out, the local politicians pointed to the lack of
apparent interest as proof of their contention
that a majority of the women did not really
want the right to vote and said that they did not
believe in complying with the wishes of the
minority to force something upon the majority
which they did not want.
Women of Kansas were accused of being too
apathetic to exercise the many civil rights
granted to them by the state's constitution and
legislature.• Many men felt that the same thing
could be said of the women's exercise of fur•
ther political rights. Although suffrage workers
in the later campaigns liked to refer to their
step•by-step advance toward full suffrage, too
often less than half of the qualified women in a
community took the time to make use of even
their limited suffrage.• The opposition cited
this as proof that only a few women wanted to
vote. T. A. McNeal, a newspaper editor, in a
speech to the suffrage association in Topeka in
1909, chided women for not working harder
and told them it was the fault of women, not
men, that women had not succeeded in this
effort. Since only 40 people were in attendance
at this meeting, his charge seemed substan•
tiated. 10 Sen. John J. Ingalls, refusing to com•
mit h1mself on woman suffrage as a national
issue in 1886, wrote, "In my judgment the
principal obstacle lo the cause which you rep·
resent will ultimately be found to exist rather
in the indifference of women than in the hos•
tility of men." 11 Lesser politicians were quick
to use the ideas of the senator for their own
purposes.
PROBLEMS

OF TIMIDITY

AND POOR PLANNINC

those who were
A MONG
there were also women

active workers
who lost their
nerve at the last minute, The suffrage associa•
tions had some difficulty i11keeping a full slate
of officers for this reason. The minutes of their
meetings reveal how often it was necessary for
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Samuel N. Wood (1825·1891), Free-State leader, out•
spoken editor, and railroad promoter, was also an
advocate of woman suffrage in the first such campaign
in Kansas in 1867. Elected corresponding secretary of
the Kansas Impartial Suffrage Association at an orga•
nizational meeting that year, Wood championed the
women's movement when it was unpopular with most
men and some women.

the association to turn its attention to the elec•
tion of officers to replace those who declined
the honor or who had accepted the honor and
then resigned, thus declining the responsibil•
ity it placed upon them. In one instance, out of
four suffrage meetings held in 1868, the main
business of three was the election of officers.
On February 28 "Miss E. Morris was elected
President for the unexpired term." On No•
vember 18 the president and vice-president
refused to serve, Miss Morris was elected
president pro tern, and 0. H. Johnston was
chosen for that office, but he refused to serve.
The association voted again and elected Miss
Morris. She apparently did not consider her
office to be a great honor, since she was absent
when the next meeting was held on November
27, and it again became necessary to choose a
president pro tern."
Many times this need to elect new officers
arose because of the lack of planning before
12. Woman Suffrage AssociationorTo~ka,
..Woman Suffrng(' Collection."

mmutcs for 1868.-
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the election. It was the usual practice to choose
as officers women from the more prominent
families in the city or community. This was an
advantage if those in charge remembered to
approach the prospective officer before the
election to see if she would be interested in
working with the organization. It could be
disastrous if they failed to get her consent
beforehand, because on occasion a woman had
declined publicly, perhaps by way of the
newspaper, and hurt the cause by denouncing
woman suffrage and saying she would have no
part of such a movement. Such public statements often hindered their organization because women who were social climbers and
wished to be considered a part of the elite of
the city were likely to follow the woman's
example and refuse to have any part of the
association or its work. Also, the politicians
could point to her as a shining example of
womanhood and say that she was a true lady
who recognized the women's sphere of activities.
THE

PROBLEM

OF FINANCE

problem of the suffrage movement
A MAJOR
was that of financing. The most common

methods of advertising the cause were not
usually free: special suffrage meetings needed
not only a speaker but also suffrage literature
for distribution, newspaper items and special
suffrage columns sometimes had to be paid for,
and money was also needed to cover expenses
of workers.
For the campaign of 1867, most of the money
came from voluntary contributions from men
as well as women along with small amounts
supplied by the national suffrage association
and the associations of the other states. Many
speakers and other workers gave their time
freely without any thought of reimbursement,
but women without funds could not take an
active part unless someone else paid their expenses. For most of them even a small contribution required a great deal of extra effort;
for others it was impossible. A married woman
usually had to have her husband's approval of
the cause before she could make even a small
donation, while a single woman was rarely in a
financial position to give anything but her
time. Therefore, women were forced to ask the
group which had kept them from voting for
money to be used for the purpose of securing

woman suffrage. Although many were undoubtedly aware of the irony of the situation,
as one writer put it, "The big public is much
like the Lord, who helps those who help
themselves." 13
Although much of the suffrage literature was
printed by the national association and donated to the individual states, there was still the
problem of distributing it over the state.
Sometimes friendly congressmen used their
franking privilege to distribute suffrage tracts
containing quotations from famous people, excerpts from speeches, and articles written by
suffrage workers." Editors friendly to the cause
also helped by giving the women free printing
as well as free space in their newspapers for
advertising."
For the first campaign, local suffrage associations looked to the state Impartial Suffrage
Association for financial assistance to cover
expenses of special speakers. It seemed to be
impossible to get enough in a small community
to keep the movement going. Numerous letters
were written to state headquarters in Topeka
inquiring if there was any money in the treasury. They had offers from speakers or writers
to work for the cause, but these, unfortunately,
expected to be paid for their services. 1•
Between campaigns, it was often difficult to
keep alive an interest in woman suffrage, but
the state association continued its work chiefly
through literature sent over the state. Anna C.
Wait of Lincoln believed that the inaction of
women resulted not so much from apathy and
indifference as from a lack of meam-and opportunity. She wrote, in 1885, that she knew of
just one woman of leisure-one who did not
have to make a personal sacrifice of some kind
every time she paid a dollar into the treasury."
In the minutes of suffrage meetings there
was evidence that lack of money was felt even
in Topeka, which had the strongest local suffrage association in the state. For example, at
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one meeting it was recorded that there was a
gain of nine members to the organization, but
only five paid their dues at the time." More
proof of their problem was found in the records of a discussion centered around the search
for a meeting place, limited by the available
funds. It was reported that the "Music Hall
could be secured for $5.00," but that was considered to be too much. "A committee was
appointed to secure [the] C.A.R. _Hall or some
other suitable place
provided the expense does not exceed 2 dollars." 1• In the
minutes for the next meeting was the information that the treasury then contained S3.25 and
that the Lincoln Post hall had been rented for
$2.00 and perhaps could be obtained cheaper
for subsequent meetings."'
The Lincoln Suffrage Association was quite
active in money-raising activities to cover not
only its own expenses but also to donate to the
state organization. In 1885 they held a fair for
the benefit of the state association." In 1892 the
Kansas Equal Suffrage Association, perhaps
following the earlier example, held a three-day
fair in Topeka. Women were urged by the
president· of the association to bring not only
fancy work but any other article that would
prove that voting in municipal elections had
not unsexed them and that they could do those
substantial things considered a part of the
proper occupation of the woman."'
The campaign of 1894 was not as difficult to
finance as that of 1867, partly because the
suffrage workers were better organized and had
learned from experience. Also, there were more
women in a position to give financial aid to the
cause. The few who had entered the various
professions were now able to make donations.
In addition, there were more who held prop·
erty in their own names who did not have to
ask a husband, father, or brother for money.
Even so, the problem of financing the movement was not an easy one to solve, and in 1894
Laura Johns attended the National Suffrage
Convention in Washington and made an ap-
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peal for assistance in the way of speakers and
funds, both of which were promised. 23
In the years between the campaigns of 1894
and 1912, women of the state showed further
ingenuity. Helen Kimber, president of the state
association in 1900, was successful in obtain•
ing donations for the national bazaar including
two sizable contributions, a carload of flour
from the Kansas Millers' Association and 200
pounds of butter from the Continental Cream·
ery Company of Topeka." When she could not
obtain funds for the organization from others,
she advanced her own money. Laura Johns
made a specific reference to this in a letter
written in 1903, adding that she had advanced
hundreds of dollars, but she was more able to
do so because she had a husband to back her.
However, in her opinion, this was not the
proper basis for the finances, because it was
not fair for the few to sacrifice "to help women
to get into the kingdom who are too lazy or too
selflsh, or both, to help themselves."~•
A common method of obtaining funds was
taking collections at suffrage meetings. A lee·
turer from Chicago gave Kansas women a
valuable lip on how to get a crowd for such a
meeting. She warned them not'to advertise it as
a suffrage rally, but as something else. Since
everyone was interested in traveling, she advised them to announce that she would lecture
on the Grand Canyon, one of her best lectures.
At the close, before the audience had a chance
to realize that the lecture was over, she would
say that she had been requested to give her
views on suffrage. She would then give a brief
suffrage talk, followed by the leading local
suffrage speakers and perhaps the taking up of
a collection for the cause ... In this, too, women
learned by experience and became quite sly at
keeping the tin cups concealed until just the
right moment for their use. The value of their
strategy was shown in the sizable collections
they sometimes made after a particularly good
speaker had concluded her remarks."'
In the final campaign, there was a wide variety of ways of financing the cause. As enter23. Susa.n O. Anthon)' and Ida Husted Harper, t..-ds
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22. Lakin /ndex.Jul)'30,

1892; Mn.$. A. Thurston to the Kansas

~~~:1:!.~l~i91_:_~~~':il~~t~o~u~~~g~C~Jli:~~i~!~:~•or),
To~kn. Feb·

644.
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27. Johnston. "History of Woman Suffrage," p. 1.
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John J. Ingalls
(1833-1900)

T. A. McNeal
(1853-1942)

The indifference and apathy of many women was a major handicap to the woman suffrage movement.
Sen. John J. Ingalls, refusing to commit himself on the issue in 1886, wrote that the major obstacle to
the cause was not so much the hostility of men as the indifference of women. T. A. McNeal, a
newspaper editor, in a speech to the suffrage association in Topeka in 1909, chided women for not
work.ing harder for their right to vote.

tainment for which they could charge admission, women presented theatrical performances and minstrel shows, popular at that
time. The best-received suffrage play was entitled "How the Vote Was 'Won," which was
presented in numerous communities. Films on
woman suffrage were also available for use
throughout the state. The film "Votes for
Women" could be secured from the Western
Film Exchange in Kansas City, Mo."'
As proof of their womanliness, women not
only held bazaars, food sales, and fancy goods
sales, but also arranged booths and furnished
meals for such gatherings as fairs and picnics.
Those who were from the upper economic
groups sometimes justified their contributions
by doing their own housework, thus saving
servants' hire. The less affluent made money by
28. Woman E<1ual Suffrage AssochUion, Topeka, headc1oa.r1er.)

bulletins, 1912.-/bid.

making dresses or putting up fruit for their
neighbors and themselves. Others 1'eported
that they were gardening and selling the vegetables to themselves at market price for home
use.~' They undoubtedly had their husbands'
permission for such activities.
Combining profit with advertising, postal
cards of Kansas scenes and of people as well as
suffrage balloons and pennants were sold. To
cut down on the cost of speakers, the officers of
the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association asked
public speakers for other associations to put in
a good word for woman suffrage. 10 If a speaker
could be persuaded to do this small favor, it
meant free advertising for the suffragists, as
well as making it possible to keep the subject
alive to a wider audience. Women sometimes
29. Kan~asCity (Mo.) Sta,., Scptc111Ul!r
I, H.112.
30, Kansas Equal Suffrage Associa1ion, minutes or the sec<>nd
en--cutive 1,oord, July lO and 11, 1911.- .. Luc.:r8. Joho~ton Col•
lcction,·· WomBn Suffrage. l0()7.l9l9.
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took advantage of their position on a particular
program. For example, Anna C. Wait and three
other women of Lincoln secured permission to
take part in the celebration of July 4, 1880.
Mrs. Wait was to read the Declaration of
Independence, and in her own words "embraced the opportunity of interspersing a few
remarks not found in that honored document
to the delight of our friends and the disgust of
our foes." 11
Because of a wider variety of money-raising
projects used, the campaign of 1912 was more
easily financed than earlier attempts had been.
By this time, many women were substantial
prop~rty holders as a result of favorable property rights granted to them. Also, more unmarried women were able to make contributions
because they were now self-supporting as a
result of new laws and attitudes which permitted them to enter various fields of work. The
fact that they were permitted to work with men
but were paid less also served as an incentive
for laboring women to donate to the cause with
the hope that they could change the unfair
wage situation by use of the ballot." Because of
their better financial position, suffrage associations were able to pay speakers to spend all
their time traveling over the state in behalf of
the cause. In addition, they paid a full-time
secretary, headquartered in Topeka.
Private contributions were sometimes secured by using Oattery and playing on a
woman's desire for social prestige. It was
fortunate for the cause that Gov. W. R. Stubbs'
wife favored the movement, since some
wealthy women became suffragists because
they were inAuenced by those in a high position. A woman from Harper wrote about a
woman in her community who owned 20
quarters of wheat land. She thought they might
be able to "put the bite on her." 31 Another
suffrage worker wrote of a woman in Anthony
who had pledged 50 cents per month. This was
to be only the beginning for her, and Lucy
Johnston was advised to try a letter from Mrs.
Stubbs to secure a more generous donation. It
was suggested that they "pat her on the
shoulder and ask her for $200." "
31, S1an1on, Hbtory of Woman Sufras~~, 3. p. iOI
32, Inn llll)'JH.-slrwln, A11sell'a11dAma:0111 (New York: Dou•
I, k'<l•>. Doran & Co .. 1933), p, 250.
33 Magefe Neff lo Lucy 8. Johnslon Jul1 29 1912.-"Luc, 8
John,ton Colledio,-.._" Womon Suffrage,' Jul) li:;,1, 1912
•
3.-1. llelcn ll. Owens to Lucy 0. John)tOn, November 2•l
1911.-/bld,
No\eiubcr. 1911
'
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LACK OF TRANSPORTATION

FACILITIES

T

HE DIFFICULTIES
of transportation
were closely related to the problems of
finance, particularly in the last campaign. In
both 1867 and 1894, the horse and buggy and
the railroad were the chief means of transportation. Some of the suffrage leaders from the
East even persuaded railroad companies to
give them free passes. The fact that most
railroads ran east and west necessitated the
securing of some other conveyance for transportation north and south between railroads.
When speakers were sent to help, some leaders
of the community were asked to convey them
from place to place for their engagements. In
some instances, headquarters at Topeka were
informed that the only type of transportation
available was an open, plain spring wagon.
Transportation difficulties were made even
worse by poor planning on the part of those in
charge of the campaign, evidenced in their
scheduling of meetings for a speaker at points
too far apart to be reached by the appointed
time, so some engagements had to be omitted,
leading to disappointment
of assembled
crowds and sometimes, even, a's a result, a loss
of interest in the movement." Some of these
errors in scheduling may have occurred because those planning a tour were in the eastern
part of the state and did not realize the difficulties of transportation in the western part,
where roads were many times nothing more
than trails.
The campaign of 1911-1912 showed a
marked change for the better. The automobile
was now in use; and the problem, instead of
being one concerning the meeting of a schedule, was one of securing the support of those
who o,'vned the automobiles. This was sometimes solved by persuading a dealer to lend an
automobile for a county tour. Obliging dealers
obviously felt that it was good advertising for
business since it was impossible to miss the
suffrage group as it arrived in a car decorated
with signs, bunting, and flags.36
Some state officials, such as Governor
Stubbs, donated the use of their automobiles
because their wives were interested in the
suffrage movement."' Auto tours were arranged
Su~~h~jj~f!1~:~on
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in many cities and counties. In Hays, a houseto-house canvass was conducted in automobiles decorated with balloons. The driver
stopped in front of a house, tooted the horn,
and when the occupants came out to see what
was going on, suffrage workers handed out
their literature.'" Mrs. H. P. Pomeroy planned
an auto tour every Saturday to different towns
in Phillips county. About 15 decorated autos
were in line at these outdoor meetings at which
Rev. H. M. Hunter of Phillipsburg
was
speaker." In the eastern part of the state, a car
decorated with balloons went from Topeka to
Kansas City, stopping at every house so that
literature could be handed out. In addition, a
suffrage flyer and a copy of a prosuffrage
congressional speech were placed in each mail
box between Lawrence and Topeka.""
A proposed whirlwind tour of a special
boosters' train to take place in October of
1912" failed to materialize, probably because
of lack of money,'' and another attempt to get
aid from railroads for the campaign met with
no success. A Chicago woman went to the
Santa Fe railroad office where she "was greeted
by a very' gracious gentleman who listened
politely to what I had to say, but assured me it
was out of the question to expect either transportation or other aid from the Co. Such
arrangements are a thing of the past.""
Soine women were willing to use any means
of transportation to carry on their work. Helen
B. Owens, one of the most tireless workers of
the movement, went by freight from Greensburg to Liberal." But many of the workers of
the last campaign were either more particular
or made of less sturdy stuff than their predecessors who had undergone the hardships of
the early campaign, considering themselves
lucky if horse and buggy were available.

38. Womao E<Jual Soffmge i\ssoci:Jlion, hcadc1u.irter~bulleIin,
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DISAGREEMENTS

AMo:-.:G LEADERS

Co:-.:CERl'ilNG

TACTICS

HERE WERE sometimes serious disagreements among leaders of the suffrage
movement, both men and women, concerning
tactics and methods of campaigning. Some
arguments were results of personal jealousies
while others were basic differences of opinion.
Both were poor advertising for the movement.
There were also rivalries among women's
clubs as to their chief objectives. Even on the
national level, the suffrage forces were split. To
remedy this situation, at the National Council
of Women in 1887, it was suggested that an
international association of women's clubs be
formed under the auspices of the suffragists.
Nothing came of the suggestion since many
women in cultural clubs were not interested in
the right to vote. As the suffragists saw it, these
women were interested only in their own
leadership in their own clubs. Gradually the
clubs with a definite purpose outnumbered the
merely cultural ones, probably because by then
most young women had gone to high school,
some to college, and they wanted to take part in
affairs of the nation rather than just study about
them!'
During the campaign of 1894, some of the
leading suffrage workers were accused of
working in the interests of the Republican
party, while others worked openly for the
Populist party. Laura Johns, president of the
Equal Suffrage Association and also president
of the Woman's Republican Club of Kansas,
was accused of entering into an agreement
with the Republican politicians whereby the
prohibition question was not to be mentioned
in the suffrage campaign throughout the state.
Mrs. Johns supposedly would keep prohibition
speakers off the suffrage platform as her part of
the bargain. Some critics went so far as to
accuse Mrs. Johns of spending suffrage money
in the interest of the Republican party, but this
was probably untrue, since Annie L. Diggs, a
staunch Populist, came to her defense and
denied the truth of such a claim.'°
Following the defeat of the suffrage amendment in 1894, women seemed to concentrate on
quarrels over leadership·ii1 the state organiza-
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tion and the meeting places of suffrage conventions. Much of the criticism of Mrs. Johns
had come from Topeka. Therefore, when it was
time for the annual meeting in 1894, she used
her influence to prevent the meeting's being
held there. Her stated objection to Topeka as a
meeting place was the friction and squabbling
among Topeka women. She was very outspoken in the criticism of her opponents, going so
far as to say that she really thought that Dr. Eva
Harding was not well-balanced or even quite
sane! Mrs. Johns had heard that the Topeka
women planned to put Mrs. [Mary E.?) Lease
in as state president. She swore she did not
want to be president, but said she would accept
the office rather than see Mrs. Lease take over."
The following year, Mrs. Johns again expressed the wish to retire from the presidency,
but again she feared that the wrong woman
would succeed her. The woman being considered for the position was a Populist who had
proposed that the state suffrage association
pledge its support to the People's party for two
years in exchange for their pledge to enfranchise women. Naturally, Mrs. Johns, a faithful
Republican, objected to such a proposal."
In preparing for the final campaign, suffrage
leaders looked back to the earlier attempts to
try to discover the mistakes made, hoping to
avoid them. Since some men had voiced an
objection to out-of-state speakers, Kansas
women were determined to run things themselves. They had encouragement for this plan
from women in \,Vestern states who had gained
suffrage. Laura Johns, who had moved to
California, warned against letting the national
association dominate the campaign, because
she felt that was what had defeated the Kansas
forces in 1894." The same advice came from a
Wa~hington woman who gave her formula for
winning. She said that the Washington association had withdrawn from the national, had
none of their lecturers, none of their organizers, and only literature they could not get from
the states that had already won. Their idea was
to take advice from the states where women
voted, believing that women who had waged a
successful battle knew more of effectual
methods than those who had never won a
victory. She emphasized the fact that women
47. Lauta M. Johns to Lucy 8. Johnston, November ll. 1894.-

"Lucy B. john)t()n Colleclio11," Woma.n Suffrage, 1886·1002.

48. Ibid .. July 21, 1895.
49. Ibid., Octobo, 13, 191I.

had been far more successful in the West than
in the East in the matter of equal suffrage."'
The women of Kansas followed the Washington advice, withdrawing from the national
association and asking national headquarters
not to send any workers unless they were
requested. One of the Kansas leaders wrote at
great length to Anna Shaw, national president,
explaining why Kansas wanted only outside
speakers of its own choosing. She had heard
some men say that they objected to having help
brought in from outside to coerce them into
giving women the ballot. She also pointed out
that speakers from other states had no way of
knowing local political conditions and often
offended the men whose support they needed.
She said that such an incident had just occurred and requested that the woman be recalled from Kansas." In later reference to this
letter, Anna Shaw stated that the national
association had no intention of interfering with
the Kansas work and that its leaders had not
begun making suggestions until they were
asked for." She expressed her willingness to
overlook the letter as a part of the antagonistic
forces and the work of unprincipled people,
urging the Kansas workers to call upon the
national association for any help they needed."
In her letters she warned that if Kansas failed
to accept the amendment, it would be the fault
of the Kansas womer themselves and a blow to
suffrage over the whole United States. She
made the gloomy prophecy that "It looks very
much as if Kansas is going to act as South
Dakota did, spend the first year in quarrelling
for the glory and the last year in finding there
was no glory to quarrel over.""' She felt that if,
after having granted municipal suffrage in
1887 the men of Kansas now voted down full
suffrage, it would be a national calamity and a
reflection upon Kansas women. In her opinion,
if Kansas women were not willing to forget
their differences and work for the measure in a
wholehearted way, they should not have persuaded the legislature to pass the measure:"
The squabble among workers of the move•
ment was not confined to the state, but reached
50. Berthe Knatvold Kittll$e11lo Lucy B. Johnston, May 16,

1911.-lbfd., January-Moy, 1911.
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52. Anna H. Shaw to Lucy B. Johnston, March 8, 1911.-/bid.
53. Ibid., Ma.ch 21, 1911.
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55. lbfd., April 20, 191 I.
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to the national association as well. Helen
Kimber, one of the Kansas delegates to the
national convention in 1900, wrote of disagreements among national leaders:
I am glad Mrs. Johns did not come. This will surprise
you. Yes, but the truth is Miss Anthony, Mrs. Avery and
Miss Shaw are fighting Mrs. Catt just as they fought Mrs.
Johns and they are still fighting me because of what I said
in '94. II you hear of the East and the West knocking at
each other's heads you just know that I have taken all I can
or wi11 take. Lucy Anthony, Anna Shaw's -private Sec'y, it

seems is only waiting to annihilate me. \Vell, there will be a
grease spot when she is through. I shall be on rny good
behavior for Kansas' salceand for Mrs. Catt but let ine get

some of those women off and 1'11quietly and deliberately
tell them the whole truth. !"II even tell them that D. R.
Anthony said in my presence, "Susan you're a damn

fool-go home, etc." . . .
This fight makes me want to be President of Kan·s E.S.A.
If J once get into that National Exel'utive Committ~e l OOt
you l'll sit on A11naShaw until she won't want to be
ressurrected. .
Lucy Anthony, Mrs. Avery and
Mrs. H. T. Upton also Mrs. Ida Husted Harper are laying
for me. You watch in lhe paper for four bloody nosed
women!!! 1 am in this fight to stay.
_Mi

The women also disagreed on methods of
publicity. Some favored more newspaper advertising ~s the chief means of keeping the
56. Helen Kimber to Lucy B. Johnston, November 27, 1900."Lucy 8. John$I011Collection,""Woman Suffrage. 1886·1902.
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question before the men. One woman in this
group made slighting remarks about the ineffectiveness of "pink teas.""' Others made wide
use of suffrage teas to which they invited the
women of prestige, calling for them in carriages and returning them to their homes after
the meeting. In their opinion, this was the best
way to keep the question before the people in a
position to help the movement."
In many
communities, women attempted to secure at
least one day of the chautauqua for the suffrage
cause. On occasion they were given permission
to send speakers but were not permitted to
charge admission."" This method of advertising
was sometimes a failure if the purpose was
announced ahead of time: in fact, workers were
warned that to advertise a suffrage day was a
good way to keep people away from the chautauqua."'
With all of its internal disagreements and
bickering among the workers, the suffrage
movement was no different from other reform
57. Catharine A. Hoffman to Luc)' B. Johnston. October 31,
1911.-/bid .. Oc1obe,, 19ll.
58. Matie E. Kimball to Lucy 8. Johnston, June 21, 1911.-lbfd.,
June-July, 1911.
59. J. S. Whlte to Catharine A. Hoffman: June 20. 1911.-Jbid.
60. Mamie Bardwell lo Lucy B. Johnston, June 3, 1912.-lbid.,
June 1-H. 1912.

In the campaigns of 11367and 1894 transportation problems hindered the woman suffrage cause. But by 1911-1912
automobiles were in use and women sought the support of those who owned them. So.mestate officials, such as
Gov. Walter Stubbs, donated the use of their automobiles because their wives were interested in the campaign.
Pictured here are women who made a suffrage tour in his car in 1912. They are, /eh to right Laura Clay, Lexington,
Ky., presidentof the Kentucky Equal Rights Association; and four officers of the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association,
Lucy B. Johnsion, president; Sarah A. Thurston, treasurer; Helen Eacker, secretary; and Stella H. Stubbs,
vice-president.
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movements. In any undertaking of that size, it
was inevitable that, although the workers
agreed 011 their ultimate objective, they did not
always agree on how to achieve their goal.
WORKERS

WHO

HINDERED

THE

CAUSE

S IN ANY great movement, there were
people who were often more of a hin•
drance than a help. Such people could be divided into three categories: those who took part
for selfish reasons, those who were well-meaning but not responsible, and those who belonged to the "lunatic fringe." With some, it
was difficult to decide into what category the)'
should be placed.
Men sometimes took part because they
hoped to make a profit for themselves. A
newspaper editor from Ottawa asked the suffrage organization for money because he was
in financial difficulty. He was careful to remind
them that his paper had been a staunch advocate of woman suffrage since it had been
started 11 years before. Although he assured
them that it would continue to support them,
there was a possibility that he would not be
able to without their help."'
Although most of the women workers gave
their time freely, there were also women who
attached themselves to·the movement for their
own gains. The secretary of the National
Women's Trade Union League of America
wrote that she could provide a lecturer to speak
on the subject of the working women in
America. The charge was $25 for each lecture,
which obviously provided for more than expenses.••
In the opinion of some of the Kansas suffragists, insufficient checking sometimes resulted in placing in positions of leadership
women who hurt their cause. Complaining
about the choice for district president, a critic
from Pittsburg wrote that the woman, Mrs. M.
B. Munson, was an egoist who had no diplomacy or common sense, and was as unpopular
with men as she was with women. According
to the report, merchants complained of her
threatening them if they did not contribute,
and others wondered how their women could

A

6L V. C. AoblHo Luca· 8. Johnston, O("~:cmbc-r
.21, JUI1.-lbid.,
December, 1911.
62. S. M. Franklin to llelcn X. Eacker, Septf;!mbt.-r23, 1912./b/d., Seplember 20-30, 1912.

be expected to follow the lead of a woman who
had so much trouble with her own husband. 63
The field secretary of the Pennsylvania
Woman Suffrage Association warned the Kansas association against Anna Laskey, who was
supposed to come to help. She stated that if
they needed someone to do petition work, Mrs.
Laskey would be all right, but she would not
do for any other work, because "she is illiterate, tactless and tremendously ambitious" and
needed constant watching, since she had been
a loan shark in Oklahoma City.'"
Even more damaging to the cause they purported to help were those people like George
Francis Train, who belonged to the lunatic
fringe. Notorious for his clowning, his attacks
on the Republican party, and the constant use
of his own name, Train was a Democrat, campaigning for the Presidency in 1867. One
newspaper reported that he "occasionally
touched upon the question of female suffrage,
just enough to convince Miss Anthony that he
had not forgotten the subject."~,
L1.siK1-ic

\,Vo~1.~" SL:FFRACE

WITH

Onu:n

CAUSES

URING their long struggle, the suffragists
also unwittingly delayed the achievement
of their goal by linking their interests with
other unpopular reforms, such as Negro suf£rage and prohibition.
In the first campaign for the woman suffrage
amendment to the state constitution there was
also an amendment proposed to enfranchise
the Negro. This amendment was looked upon
by some Republicans as the natural result of
the Civil War, and although they could see the
need of extending et1ual political rights regardless of race, they could not see any reason
for extending those rights to the opposite sex.
Men who favored both woman suffrage and
Negro suffrage also objected to the linking of
the two reforms.
The fact that the suffrage workers did not
agree even among themselves to work wholeheartedly for both proposals tended to weaken

D
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the movement since both were being considered at once by the voters. The attempt to get
the two proposed changes in the constitution
adopted in the same election ended in total
defeat. The final vote was a total of 10,483 for
Negro suffrage, 19,421 against, and 9,070 for
woman suffrage, 19,857 against, which did not
prove that one cause hurt the other ... But the
results were humiliating to the women who
had worked so hard for their cause while Negroes had done very little to gain the suffrage."
The Kansas W.C.T.U., one of the first
women's organizations
in the state, both
helped and hindered the suffrage cause. ln the
first place, it served as a training school in the
methods of organizing and working for a definite purpose. Also, many of the women who
were members of temperance clubs were also
members of suffrage organizations, making it
possible for them to work for both reforms in
two different capacities. It was easily recognized that women could do more to control
the use of alcoholic beverages if they had the
right to vote. As early as 1859, the territorial
legislature passed a dram shop law which, if
enforced, gave the women some control over
drinking husbands. It also showed that Kansas
had some temperance followers in the lawmaking body. Section 6 of the law stated:
•.

it shall be unlawful for any person or persons. by

agent or otherwise, to sell intoxicnting liquors to persons
intoxic-.1tedor who arc iu lhc habit of getting intoxicated, or
any married nrnn, against the known wishes of his wife.~

In 1867 the state legislature passed a temperance law which should have given women
even more control over the sale of liquor, requiring dealers to get the signature of one half
of the women, as well as the men, to their
petitions before the authorities could grant
them licenses."' Such laws undoubtedly were
the reason for the liquor interests' opposition
to woman suffrage.
As early as 1884, the W.C.T.U. of Kansas had
adopted a strong suffrage resolution."' Therefore, it was not surprising that they cooperated
with the suffrage association during the 1886
66. IJ. W. Wilder, Annal-t of Kansas. l541·1885 (Topeka: Ka.n:,ias
Publishing House, 1886), p. 463.
67. Mrs. W. t\. Johnston, "KcrnsasWonum Suffr~e Movt'ml'nt,"
i>1>,5-6.-"Woman Suffrage Coll«tion."
68. \Villfom E. Conndlcy, 1-llstoruof Ka,1so1;Stott {Ind People

(Chkngo: Amerig..111
Historical Society, 1928), v. 2, p. 684.
69. Stanto11, History of Woman Suffrage, \', 2, t>-231.

70. Ibid., "· 3. p. 702.
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campaign for the municipal suffrage law.7' At
Susan B. Anthony's request, they temporarily
gave up their plan of asking for an amendment,
hoping to secure the same results with the right
to vote in city elections." Later, a bill was
proposed in the legislature to _take away the
right, but it was not reported from the committee, possibly because so many letters of
protest had been written by women, a great
many of whom were members of the state
W.C.T.U. 73 It would certainly have been a blow
to the suffrage movement if women had lost a
part of what they had gained at that point.
At their convention in 1910, the W.C.T.U.
voted to make equal suffrage the principal
work of the entire organization until it should
be won in Kansas." But during the campaign of
1911-1912, some members of the temperance
organization felt that they should not be too
prominent in suffrage work, possibly thinking
that it would detract from their own cause." IL
had been suggested that the Kansas Equal
Suffrage Association and the Kansas W.C.T.U.
be joined for the campaign, but some who were
members of both organizations felt that they
should remain separate, since the W.C.T.U.
had a suffrage department of its own.'" Even
though the W.C.T.U. remained apart from the
suffrage organization, it cooperated in the
sending of over 100 petitions with a total of
25,000 names to the legislature in 1911.7'
The chief disadvantage to the cooperation of
the W.C.T.U. was the opposition it brought
from the liquor interests. Liquor dealers and
their customers could see the handwriting on
the wall, taking it for granted that many
women who voted would be against them. The
liquor interests, therefore, apparently placed
large sums of money at the disposal of the
antisuffrage workers. For example, it was
claimed that the National Brewers Association
71. Antho1,y and Harper, Hlsto'll of Woma,, Suffrage, v. 4, p.
639.
72. Ibid., p. 649.
73. Ella. W. Cilmor~ to Sen. John Chaney. January 24, 1901.''Womnn Suffrage Collection,··
74. Frank W. Blackmar, ed.. Kanios: A C11clopedia of Store
History, Embracll1g Ecents, lnstiWlions, lndu.rtrie.s. Counlf1t.s,
Citiu, 1"owM. P,ominc11t Pertonl, Ere. (Chicago: Standard Pub-

lishing Co., 1912), v. 2, p. 930.
75. Helen Enclcer to Lucy B: Johnston, Sep_tember 1, 1911."Lucy 8. Johnston Collection," Woman Suffrage, Augu ...t-Sep•
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Serious disagreements among leaders of
the suffrage movement were results of both
personal jealousies and basic differences in
opinion. Laura Johns (1849· ? ), president of the Equal Suffrage Association during the 1894 campaign, was also president
of the Woman's Republican Club of Kansas
and was accused of using suffrage money in
the interest of the Republican party. She, in
turn, was outspoken in her criticism of other
women active in the movement.

Since some men had voiced objections to
out-of-state speakers in earlier campaigns,
leaders of the women's movement in Kansas did not want the National American
Woman Suffrage Association to dominate
the 1912 effort. Anna Howard Shaw (18491919), president of the national organizalion, warned that ii Kansas failed to accept
the amendment, it would be the fault of the
Kansas women themselves and a blow to
suffrage over the whole United States.

On several occasions suffrage workers Injured their cause by political squabbles. At a
July 4 celebration in 1893 Annie L. Diggs
(1853-1916), staunch Populist, made a political speech which aroused resentment
among Republican suffragists. After Kansas
went strongly Republican in the election of
1900, Mrs. Diggs resigned as president of
the state suffrage association since she did
not wish to be responsible for opposition to
the cause.
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had appropriated $1,000,000 for an antisuffrage campaign in Kansas. The woman who
reported this felt sure that some of it was being
used to subsidize newspapers in Crawford
county. She felt that the W.C.T.U. could do
little to help the cause of suffrage in Crawford
and Cherokee counties, because they were antitemperance in belief as a result of the majority of foreign voters. Her advice was to keep
out temperance speakers for fear they would
hurt the cause in that section of the state."
From other sections of the state came reports
that the liquor interests were at work. Ella
Wilson reported that the opposition was well
supplied with funds from some outside source,
since she knew that the men involved could
not put up any great amount of money individually."'
In the last month of the campaign of 19111912, the Kansas women were warned that the
state would be flooded with antisuffrage literature during the last days before the election. It
was reportedly to be sent out by the liquor
interests under the misleading titles of the
Merchants' and Manufacturers' League, State
Business Men's League, and Progressive Protective League, to name a few. In an attempt to
counteract the effect of this literature, the suffrage association requested the cooperation of
the I]ewspapers of the state in printing a letter
exposing the scheme ...
In a report on the successful campaign of
1911-1912, Lucy Johnston stated that one thing
that entered more largely than any other into
the success was the fact that Kansas had been a
prohibition state for 32 years. In her opinion,
having no saloons, the liquor interests were
deprived of centers where they could congregate their forces for action. Although they
didn't give up at this, the men and women of
Kansas, having had so many years' experience
in keeping the hirelings of the brewers and
distillers out of the state, knew how to meet
them and circumvent their activities.••
But it was impossible to determine whether
the cooperation of the W.C.T.U. did more to

help or to hinder the cause of woman suffrage.
Its help came chiefly in the form of keeping the
subject before the public, while it possibly
hindered in some areas by aligning all those
opposed to temperance against the cause.
WOMAN SUFFRAGE AS A POLITICAL

ISSUE

HE ATTEMPT on the part of some suffragists to make woman suffrage a political
issue also proved to be a mistake. Major political parties usually tried to avoid getting involved with unpopular causes, for their own
protection. Thus, the Republicans in Kansas
refused to give full support to the woman suffrage movement from the beginning. They
adopted Negro suffrage as a party issue in the
campaign of 1867 as being simply related to
the reconstruction program after the Civil War.
But women could not get the same endorsement for their cause. Although the amendment
had been proposed by a Republican legislature, as the election drew near, political leaders
who had been relied upon as friends of the
cause were silent; others were active in their
opposition ... In fact, the enemies of Impartial
Suffrage accused the men and women in the
movement of trying to split the Republican
party."'
In 1874 the Prohibition party came out in
favor of woman suffrage, but it gave the cause
little help to have the support of a minor party
of the state."
The Democratic party was the first in Kansas
to nominate a woman for a state office, when
they selected Sarah A. Brown of Douglas
.county as their candidate for superintendent of
public instruction in 1880 ... Unfortunately,
Miss Brown was defeated more resoundingly
than the rest of the regular Democratic ticket,"'
which did not do anything to encourage the
party to put forth women candidates in the
future.
In the state conventions of 1882, the Green-

T

82. St:)nton, HittONJ of Woman Suffrage, v. 2, p. 259.
83. W .. H. McClure to S. :-:. Wood, June 21, 1867.-"Woman
78. Mugd11lc1l8. Mun~Qn to Luer B. John)too [19J l).-"Lu<.:)' B.
Johnston Collection,'' Woman Suffrage, ond(lted, 19I l.
79. Elh1 Wilspn lo Lucy 8. John!jtun, St:ptcml,cr 26, 19I1.-

Ibld., August•Septeruber, 1911.
80. Lucy 8. Johnston to newspaper c.-ditors,Ot:tol.H!r26, 19I2.-

lbid .. O<1ober 16-31. 1912.
8l. Lucy 8. Johflston, "Hcp<1rt of Knn)as Campuign £or Polilica.l

Liberty, 191H912, .. November 21, 1912.-lbld.,
,lnnm:~.

1893-1922 od-

Suffr.1ge C-Ollef..-tion.''For a careful a.nalysi.sof the political 8i.$J)Cct!

s~1:;t~
i !:r ~~:~i:1~~;
,;:c1~!t~~:!~
.f:~:=~~~
1

0

America, 1848-1~

1

(llha<.-a:Cornch University Press, l978), pp.

79•104.
84. Blo.ckmnr, Kanso,: A Cuclopedlo of State 1-listorv, v. 2, p.

927.
85. Stanton, Histo~ of Womo11Suffrage, v. 3, p. i05.
86. Ibid.

90

KANSAS HISTORY

)

back party supported woman suffrage by stating,
\Ve are opposed to all monopolies. and in fa,•or of equal
rights, equal burdens, equal ta'\':ation, and equal benefits
for all, with spc.-cialprivileges to none; and we hold that it
is the best government wherein an injury to one is the
<.'OnCern of

all.~

The Republican party hedged, saying it was
"resolved to ask the next legislature to submit
an amendment to the constitution in favor of
woman suffrage.""' The Democrats flatly opposed woman suffrage at this time."'
By 1884 the Republicans withdrew their
lukewarm support of woman suffrage and ignored the question al their convention. The
Greenback party remained faithful and demanded that woman be given equal pay for
equal work, equal laws with man to secure her
equal rights, and the right to vote."° In its state
convention the Prohibition party endorsed the
Greenback party's nominee for state superintendent of public instruction, Fannie Randolph of Emporia.••
In 1891 the Populist party gained control of
the house of representatives. Annie L. Diggs, a
suffragist, had been appointed by the Farmers'
Alliance on their state legislative committee,
and she began a vigorous campaign to secure
suffrage for women by statutory enactment.'"
But much to the disappointment of Susan B.
Anthony, Mrs. Diggs campaigned as a Populist
in 1892 and did not insist on the suffrage
plank."'
The state suffrage organization, in order to
preserve the nonpartisan attitude of the organization, selected the Populist Mrs. Diggs as
vice-president and the Republican Laura Johns
as president ...
Again making a bid for political support, the
women asked the parties at their state conventions in 1894 to adopt a suffrage plank. In reply
to this request, the Democrats adopted a resolution saying they opposed woman suffrage "as
tending to destroy the home and fam·
87. Clam 1-1.Hazelrigg, A New History of Ka,i.ra.f(Topch: Crn11c
&

Co .. 1895). pp. 201-202.
88. Ibid., 1>,202.
89. Ibid.
90. Stanton, Nbtory of Woman $t,ffrage, "· 3. p, i07.

9l. Ho.-z:elrigg,A New HiSto,v of Kanjaf, p. 209.
92. Ar'ltho11yaod Harper, Hittorv of Woman Suffrage, v. -1, p.
652.
93. Connelley, History of Ka,ua•, v, 2 (1928), J). l li8,
94. Anthony and Har~r. Hi$10ry of Woman Suff,ase, v. 4, p.
643.

ily.
.".., The Republicans did not take a
definite stand against the reform, but they did
refuse to endorse it as a party measure. The
Prohibition party followed its usual policy of
endorsement; and the Populists, who had become quite strong in Kansas, adopted a suffrage plank.""
Since most of the leaders in the suffrage
movement were not Populists and hoped for
votes from other parties, the Kansas Equal
Suffrage Association decided to run an independent, nonpartisan campaign. If any suffrage speakers made political speeches, they
were instructed to make them under the auspices and by arrangement of the state central
committee of their respective parties."
But it was too late for a nonpartisan cam·
paign. The woman's cause was already linked
to the Populist party in the eyes of the Kansas
voter, and the success of the amendment depended on the fortunes of that party. The Hepublican women formed a Republican club
and seemed to be more interested in their part)•
than in their demand for woman suffrage.""
On several occasions, suffrage workers injured their cause by political squabbles. In one
case, a July 4 celebration was arranged by all
parties in 1893 at Kingman. The women were
told they could talk all the suffrage they
wanted to, but no politics. Laura Johns followed the instructions of the Republican
chairman of the celebration, but Annie Diggs
made a Populist speech, and Mrs. Johns had to
listen to it, much to her disgust. Acc(JJ'ding to
Mrs. Johns, Mrs. Diggs was not to blame, because she had been kept at a Populist's house
until time for the meeting and had not been
properly instructed. However, Mrs. Diggs's
political speech aroused considerable resentment among the Republicans, and Mrs. Johns
felt the Populists were attempting to carry the
amendment and claim all the credit. This
would have been distasteful to such a strong
Republican as she, even one who was working
for woman suffrage and who should have been
thankful for any support.
On the other hand, the Populist women of
Topeka informed Mrs. Johns that there was a
95. Ibid., p. 646.
96. Ibid., pp. 644-646.
97. Onawa Jounial & 'frl1m111h{Topeka edition). Juh• 26, 189-11.
98. Bl1:u.:kmM,Kcn,tas: A Cudo11e<llu of State I-IE.story, v. 2. p,
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Susan B. Anthony
( 1820-1906)
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Elizabeth N. Barr
(1884· ? )

Some of the tactics of woman suffrage crusaders antagonized men and undoubtedly delayed a
victory in the women's campaign for equal voting rights. Susan B. Anthony, an officer of the National
Woman Suffrage Association from its founding in 1869, wrote and lectured ceaselessly to promote
the.women's cause. But her angry retort to a Kansas politician in 1867 would not have persuaded
the state's male voters to grant equal suffrage rights to women. Even as late as the campaign of
1911-1912, some women hurt the cause they professed to help by tt,eir belligerent s1atements.
Elizabeth N. Barr, who issued the suffrage publication Current Topics, called some newspapermen
"grafters," a label that would antagonize a group that could do so much to help or hinder the
women's cause. Photograph of Miss Barr reproduced from A Souvenir History of Lincoln County,
Kansas, by Elizabeth N. Barr (N.p., 1908).

great deal of resentment against her political
attitudes and activity for the Republicans. Although she did not And any antagonism when
among the Populists, she did agree to put more
Populist women in the Aeld to speak for the
cause."" While Annie Diggs felt that very few
Republicans would vote against woman suf•
frage because it was endorsed by the Popu- .
lists,' 00 too many voted against it for some reason, and the amendment was defeated. Many
women felt that having their cause identified
with the Populists had definitely been detrimental to them, and after the state had gone
strongly Republican in the election of 1900,
Mrs. Diggs resigned as president of the state
99, Lauro ~I. John, lo\\'. A. John·Hon./11I) 15, I"193.-"W. A.
Joho:-.to11Collc.-ctlon," Ccncral Conc,;po1u cn(:e, manu~cript divl•

.,:ion, Kan~as State Ui~torkal Society.
100. Ottawa }ormwl & Triumph (To1>eka edition), Augu~t 2,
[89-1.

suffrage association, since she did not wish to
be responsible for any opposition to their
cause. 101
• The women's cause was helped by the progressive wave of the early 1900's, demanding
changes in the laws and the federal constitution. Jane Addams, a Progressive party supporter who spoke at a convention in Topeka in
1912, felt that women needed the ballot in
order to carry on humanitarian work.""' Possibly as a result of her stand as a Progressive, the
National Woman Suffrage Association decided
to allow its members to take part in partisan
politics, and some Kansas women worked for
the Progressive party. 101 But this decision was
101. Anthony and Jforper, Hi,$tO,yof Womo,t Suffrage, v. 4. p.

648.
102, Kansas City (Mo.) Joumal. No"cmber S. 1912.
103. Topt.'kn Daily Capital, Kovembcr 24, 1912.
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Lucy Johnston
(1846-1937)
Kansas women received their suffrage rights
by installments over a period of more than
half a century. From 1861 to 1887 they had
the right to vote for members of school
boards. In 1887 the legislature gave women
the right to vote in municipal elections; and
after another 25 years they won their full
polltical freedom in 1912. The 1887 flyer at
left, "What Voters Can Do," explained to
women how to register to vote in municipal
elections and how their votes could affect
issues and the election of public officials in
their cities and towns. Above, Lucy Johnston
was president of the Kansas Equal Suffrage
Association during the 1911-1912 campaign.
In a report on that successful campaign, Mrs.
Johnston stated that one of the most important factors in the victory was that Kansas had
been a prohibition state for 32 years. Although it has not been determined whether
the cooperation of the W.C.T.U. helped or
hindered the cause of woman suffrage, the
organization did keep the subject before the
public and assisted in such educational efforts as the flyer reproduced here. At far left,
Sarah A. Brown, whose name is on the 1887
flyer, was nominated by the Democratic party
as its candidate for superintendent of public
instruction in 1880. Photograph of Miss
Brown reproduced from A History of Lawrence, Kansas, From the First Settlement to
the Close of the Rebellion by Richard Cordley
(Lawrence Journal Press, 1895).

opposed by some of the Kansas leaders, who
believed that women should have the right to
vote before they pushed any particular party.'"'
To maintain a nonpartisan stand, women
were obliged to balance support by one party
with corresponding
testimonial
from the
others. No party wanted a riva-1 to have the
monopoly of women's gratitude if and when
the amendment went through. For this reason,
in the campaign of 1911-1912, political parties
of Kansas were getting on the band wagon and
insisting they had always been for woman suffrage.
The editor of The Coming Nation, a Socialist
newspaper at Girard, claimed that his party
had been making a fight for it long before any
other party had heard of woman sufhage. In
fact, he stated that "a Socialist who would not
vote for Woman Suffrage would be practically
a political
impossibility."
'"' Some Republicans accused the Socialists of using the suffrage cause to further their own ambitions, but
a Gove countian replied that the Socialists
voted for woman suffrage because they believed in it, not because they expected to gain
favor." 111
But most of the women felt 'that it was risky
to become linked with the Socialists' cause,
because they were only a minor party in Kansas. A worker in the 1894 campaign who had
moved to California hesitated to return to help
in the 1912 campaign because she had become
a strong Socialist and felt she would not be
welcome;'"' and a suffrage leader from Pittsburg wrote that she was almost afraid to get in
touch with suffragists by correspondence because in one instance she discovered the
woman contacted to be a Socialist in a community very strong in their opposition to the
Socialists. Realizing the threat to the movement, she went to other leading women in the
community and persuaded them to take all of
the offices to prevent the Socialist woman from
taking an active part. To avoid any hitch, she
also primed other women to nominate the cho-

1
··L~?c!;
~. %i!~s~o~~b&.1~~'(.~~~-·

'""~~,_-::is::1r~;~'o~1~!~~l,

1912.
105. A. II. Simon)):to Lute)' B.Johnston, Oclobcr30, 191:2.-/bid.
106. Gou Countu Jte1,ubficQnCQutte, Go,·e City, November
21, 1912.
l07. Anna H. Shaw lo Lucy 8. Johnston,September 21, 1911."Loc)' B. /ohm,ton Collt..-ctioo," Woman Suffrage, August•Scptcmb<:r, 19 I.
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sen few for their offices.'"' Women were finally
catching on to some of the tactics used in
machine politics.
Although the Democratic party's attitude
ranged from lukewarm support to open opposition in earlier campaigns, it had been of little
importance because that party was a minority
one in Kansas politics. Even so, in the final
campaign, at Democratic rallies that party's
members were favorable and in some instances
went to great lengths to explain why they had
formerly been against equal suffrage. As they
put it, they were not personally against equal
suffrage but had all sorts of other good reasons
for their opposition to it. One suffrage worker
felt that the politicians could see what was
coming and wanted their past sins forgiven.'""
The most definite evidence that no political
party deserves either the blame or the credit for
the fate of the suffrage amendment in any of
the campaigns lies in the fact that the majority
party had never taken a stand against it in
Kansas. Although their support had often been
lukewarm and they sometimes simply ignored
the question in their platform, the Republicans
at least had never had a plank against it. In the
earliest campaign it had been a party measure
not supported by party members, because with
the majority the Republicans had at that time,
they could have carried it in the election if all
members had been favorable. Therefore, ii
seemed that the women were successful in
1912, not simply because all the parties endorsed the measure, but because the voters had
either been convinced of the justness of it as a
part of the progressive reform sweeping the
nation or they realized the granting of suffrage
was the least the women would settle for.
TACTICS

THAT

ANTAGONIZED

MEN

NE FINAL factor which undoubtedly
played a part in delaying woman suffrage
in Kansas was that women sometimes forgot
that only men could grant them the right to
vote and so seemed to be starting a battle of the
sexes by their belligerent attitude. Setting the
stage for the struggle, the following warning
was issued to young women:

O

\Ve would point for them the moral or our c.~pcricnccs:

that woman must lead the way to her own enfranchise•
ment, and work out her own salvation with a hopeful
courage and de1ermlnation that knows no fear nor trein·
bling. She mu~t not put her lrost in ma11 in thi~ transition
period, since, while regarded as his subject, his inferior,
his slave, th~ir interests mu:,.l be antagonistic. 11''

In the campaign of 1867, a Kansas politician
had observed to Susan Anthony that every
woman should be married, implying that if she
were, she would not be taking part in crusades.
Miss Anthony retorted that to do so, it was
essential to find some decent man, and one
could not be found among the Kansas politicians who had forsaken woman's cause. This
response may have given vent to the steam of
her feelings, but it could not have persuaded
any Kansas voter to favor her cause.'"
Some suffragists made the mistake of antagonizing newspaper editors. In one such instance, a group of women selected as their
target for ridicule an editor who was an outspoken opponent of the suffrage movement. At
one of their suffrage meetings, they commented on the errors in the newspaper, a total
of 147 misspelled words, mistakes in grammatical construction, punctuation, etc. A resolution was made to present him with a copy of
some standard English spelling book and English language lessons for his special use, and
he was informed of their decision by letter.
Needless to say, the following week he published a diatribe consisting, in their opinion, of
brazen falsehoods. They should have followed
Abraham Lincoln's example and not mailed
the letter after it had served its purpose of
permilling them to release their feelings; they
should have realized that he was in a position
to have the last word in his newspaper about
the matter."'
In 1880 George W. Anderson, an antisuffragist, announced himself as a candidate for the
legislature. The suffrage society of his community adopted a resolution to do everything
possible to defeat him. They were not successful, and their opposition to his election added
one more legislator in a position to help them
who would never be persuaded to do so."'
Women could have profited from a bit of
advice printed in the Ottawa foumal and Tri110.
111.
112.
113.

St:rnlon, Hi&torv of \Voman Suffrage, v. 2, p. 2f,R_
Ibid.
Ibid., v. 3, p. 699.
Ibid .. pp. 699-700.
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umph (Topeka edition), which suggested that
the way for them to gain suffrage was to use
tact and kindness to their husbands, not go
over the past nor treat them with abuse. 11' But
as late as the campaign of 1911-1912, some
women failed to heed the warning and hindered the cause they professed to help by their
thoughtless statements. Elizabeth N. Barr, in
her suffrage publication, called some newspapermen "grafters," a poor policy considering
that they could do so much either to help or to
hinder the women's cause.'"
Fortunately, most of the leaders of the suffrage movement in the final campaign had
learned from experience and determined to
avoid tactics which were antagonistic. Part of
their success lay in their decision to run the
campaign without interference from the national association. Kansas men seemed to take
criticism from Kansas women with less resentment than that from outsiders. A woman who
had taken part in the successful campaign for
suffrage. in Washington warned the women of
Kansas,
Do not allow nny woman speaker to abuse any man, even if
he is the vCricst blackguard in existence. You are asking
something of them, and while I know it is gall and worm·
wood to be compelled to ask some of the specimens whose
only c.:laim lo manhood is that they wear trousers. )·ct
remember always, that they have the votc.rn;

A(ter becoming irritated by her experience at
an earlier meeting, Anna Howard Shaw made
some unfortunate remarks in her address at
Winfield; and after the meeting a prominent
man who was in favor of suffrage said the
women should consider themselves fortunate
that the weather had prevented a larger audience. The woman reporting the incident was of
the opinion that speakers should be women
with a sense of humor, but logical and reasonable, since they had to please the voters who
did not want to be found fault with or re-.
minded of their shortcomings. "We must have
speakers to plead our cause, and not make a
<lemand for justice. Men will grant us anything
as a favor if its justice has been proven, but
114. Ott.1wa Joorr,al & 1"riumph (To11~kat.-<litiun),June 7. 189-1.
ll5. Cu"Cflt Topic,. The Club Member, Tol)Cka. "· 9. no. 52
(1\pdl 15. 1911), p. I.
116. Mrs. ll.·t. A. Hutton lo Luc)' B. Johnston February 12,
1912.-''Lucy ~.,Johnston Colk-ction.·· \\roman Suitmgc,Fcl1ruar)'

1-19, 1912.
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tice."
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Another bit of valuable advice from a woman
who had taken part in the campaign in Washington was to avoid such topics as temperance
and the eight-hour day for women. She described their method in the following words:
\Ve did not argue with men in conversation-we waited till
we got on the platform where they could not "sass back.''
\Ve were never .spectacular-ne\•er spoke on the street
corner-never had a parade. All of these things tended to
arouse our enemies. \Ve tried to put our enemies to sleep
and arouse our rriends to action. . . . \Ve did ,101 fight
for suffrage, we worked for it. Therein lies a great secret. 11"

Final proof that women had learned that it
did not pay to antagonize men was found in a
letter to Lucy Johnston, president of the Equal
Suffrage Association during the final campaign. The writer, in telling of the district
convention to be held in Wichita, stated that
they intended to ask the men to help with the
meeting because they realized they needed
their votes. She requested that Mrs. Johnston
and Mrs. Stubbs, the governor's wife, come to
the convention because their presence would
undoubtedly increase the attendance at the
meeting. She further asked l\ltrs. Johnston to
have her stenographer write an "advertisement" of the two women, telling how good
looking they were, so people would come out
to see them. 11• As much as they· might have
resented having to do it, the leaders of the
suffrage movement had learned some important lessons about how to conduct a successful
campaign.
Although so far the Kansas legislature has
not proposed a state equal rights amendment, it
.has done its part in taking the final step toward
full equality for women by ratifying the national Equal Rights amendment. The rights of
women in this state have been gained little by
little, with much debate and discussion involved. To maintain that the final step was
taken with indecent haste is to reveal ignorance
of the long struggle for women's rights which
began in 1859.
ll7.

Helen 8. Oweos to Lu<.:)'B. Johnston. OL·t:cmlx:r,1911.-

lbld., December. 1911.
118. Emma Smith DeVoc lo Lucy 8. Johnslon, June 21, 1911.-

lbld., June-July, 1911.
.
119. Nannie K. Carrell to Luc)' 8. Johm,ton,Jammry 7, 1912.11,id.,Janrnuy. 1912.

