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converted it into apartments. Although the Fourth Ward School 

was the subject of several unsympathetic alterations, Warner's 

conversion was rather haphazard and much of the original interior 

fabric remains intact. Warner owned the building until his death 

in 1981.

In 1984, the Trust for Public Land, a national land conser 

vation organization, purchased the Fourth Ward School from the 

estate of Mr. Warner. The not-for-profit organization stabilized 

the school and maintained it, and sold it in 1985 to Mark 

Chaplin. He and his partner, John Strawway, are converting the 

structure into four apartments, being careful to maintain the 

historical integrity of the schoolhouse. The substantially 

intact schoolhouse remains an important reminder of mid- to late 

nineteenth century school architecture, a representative example 

of Italianate style architecture and a prominent local landmark 

in the Fourth Ward community.
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FOOTNOTES

David M. Ellis et al., A History of New York State 
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press/ n.d.), p. 318.

2 Ibid., p. 319.

3 Grip's History/ Souvenir of Seneca Falls/ New York
(New York: n.d.), p. 97.

4 Anna E. Henion, "Early Schools of Seneca Falls,"
1803-1903 100th Anniversary of the Town of Junius, Historical 
Papers Read before the Seneca Falls Historical Society, n.d., 
p. 65.

8

Tne Reveille, 12 June 1967, p. 4. 

)M Tax Meeting," The Reveille, 8 May 1868, p.4. 

"School House Burned," The Reveille. 7 August 1868, p. 4.

The Reveille, 18, September, 1868, p. 4.
9 . 
Seneca County Directory, 1867-1868, pp. 10, 141.

James Johonnot, Country School-houses Containing 
Elevations, Plans and Specifications of Estimates, Directions 
to Builders, Suggestions as to School Furniture, Apparatus, 
etc;, and a Treatise on School-house Architecture (New York: 
Ivison and Phinner, 1859) pp. 140-150.

11 "The New School House" The Reveille, 7 August 1869, p. 4.
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Fourth Ward School 
8 Washington Street 
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY 
Street map of Fourth Ward 

neighborhood
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Fourth Ward School
8 Washington Street
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY
Photo: N. Todd, 1986
Neg: Div. for Historic Preservation
View: 1 west (front) facade
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Fourth Ward School'
8 Washington Street
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY
Photo: N. Todd, 1986
Meg: Div. for Historic Preservation
View: 2 south elevation
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Fourth Ward School 
8 Washington Street 
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY 
Photo: N. Todd, 1986
Neg: Div. for Historic Preservation 
View: 3 south and east (rear) 

elevations





Fourth Ward School
8 Washington Street
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY
Photo: N. Todd, 1986
Neg: Div. for Historic Preservation
View: 4 front entrance detail
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Fourth Ward School
8 Washington Street
Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., NY
Photo: N. Todd, 1986
Neg: Dlv. for Historic Preservation
View: 5 cupola detail


