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The HISTORY of EXCAVATION and STABILIZATION at WUPATRI RUIN

Rarely can one look at a prehistoric ruin like Wupatki and not wonder: What did this pueblo look like

when it was occupied? What changes have taken place over the past eight hundred years?

Between its abandonment in the late 1200's and the mid-1800's, Wupatki was visited only by transient

groups. The Hopi passed through the area on hunting and trading missions to the San Francisco Peaks and

Grand Canyon. Spanish explorers passed near the area between the mid-1500's and the late 1700's on their

explorations of New Spain. The first Anglo to record seeing Wupatki Ruin was Lt. Sitgreaves on his 1851

expedition to see if the Little Colorado River was navigable to the sea, and he included a lithograph etching

of it in his report of the expedition. In 1862 Arizona became a territory of the United States. Soon after,

John Wesley Powell surveyed and mapped several sites at Wupatki.

The arrival of the railroad brought an influx of Anglos from the east. Wupatki lay in a black cinder dune

area where travel was difficult, but at this time a road was built into Wupatki Ruin and visitation became more

common. The Babbitt brothers began ranching near Wupatki, and Anglo and Navajo sheepherders used the area

for grazing. The large rectangular doorway seen in Wupatki Ruin today was a modification made by a sheep-

herder who cleared a few rooms for his herders and built a windbreak between the two sections.

As the community of Flagstaff grew, word of the location of the ruins spread, and the problem of pot-

hunting, or the removal of artifacts from sites, became apparent. Ben Doney, a veteran prospector, pothunted

at Wupatki in the 1890's, and had an extensive collection from the ruin which was later sold and has now

disappeared.

The first systematic archaeology at Wupatki was done by Jesse Walter Fewkes. Doney guided Fewkes to

Wupatki Ruin and others which he photographed and mapped. Fewkes named the large ruin Wukoki, but it
was given its present name in 1921 by J. C. Clarke, the first custodian of Wupatki.




