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INTRODUCTION 

This trail pamphlet is intended for use with the free 2-fold leaflet 
which gives the general story of Wupatki National Monument. Ii 
might be advantageous to read that story prior to going through the 
ruin itself. 

We would appreciate it if you would register, both here and at 
the Citadel Ruin. 

Spend as much time in the ruin as you can; all ice ask is your 
cooperation in keeping off the walls and not removing any pottery 
fragments, rocks, plants or other material from the area. Thank you. 

Post No. 1. From this point an excellent view may be 
had of the entire ruin together with the ceremonial amphi­
theater. When originally inhabited during the 12th century 
this village contained over 100 rooms with approximately 
250 to 300 inhabitants. It is the largest of more than 800 ruins 
within the boundaries of Wupatki National Monument and 
was partially excavated in 1933 and 1934 by the Museum 
of Northern Arizona. 

Post No. 2. Note the extent of the building along the 
slope of the mesa. The outside rooms on the right were 
excavated in 1952. The rooms were constructed over and 
around the boulders which were too large for the builders 
to move. 
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Post No. 3. These three small rooms have been exca­
vated; they were originally about the height of a man and 
had a roof over them. The entrance to most of these ground-
floor rooms was through an opening in the roof. Note the 
firepit, the ventilator opening going out through the wall 
behind, and the vertical slab placed to keep the draft of fresh 
air from blowing sparks throughout the room. The smaller 
depression in the middle room was a storage bin. 

Post No. 4. Climb the ladder into this room if you wish. 
Notice the two beams at the rear of the room. They are origi­
nal beams that have been in the ruin almost 800 years. The 
T-shaped doorway that you enter is quite common in South­
western ruins. The probable purpose behind this shape was 
that in the winter a skin could be hung over the larger opening, 
leaving the smaller one free to admit fresh air. 
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South portion of Wupatki before excavation. 



Post No. 5. The sloping ground to the left all along this 
side of the ruins is the rubbish heap. It is here that archeologists 
are able to reconstruct much of the culture, or ways of life, 
of these prehistoric Indians. Just to the west the small modern 
building is on the site of the spring which furnished water 
for Wupatki in prehistoric times, as it does now. 

Post No. 6. Upon entering this room notice how the 
original builders took advantage of the two natural rock walls. 
This eliminated the construction of two sides of the room. 
The lower portion of the room was filled 5 feet deep with 
trash before the first floor was laid. There were finally two 
stories. 

Post No. 7. From this vantage point one is able to obtain 
a much better view of the ceremonial amphitheater or dance 
plaza. This circular depression resembles a kiva, or under-

ISorth portion of Wupatki before excavation. 
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ground ceremonial chamber, so common in many South­
western ruins and even in the contemporary pueblos. There 
is no indication, however, that this ever had a roof over it. 
Note the fine masonry construction and the bench around 
the inside. This is the only structure of this type yet found. 

Post No. 8. Looking in toward the ruin at this point 
one can see, to the left of the wall, an unexcavated portion 
of the structure, while on the right you may climb down the 
small ladder and examine a partially restored room. 

Pole-supported wall before repair, above you at Post 13. 

Post No. 9. Looking down just across the road you will 
observe an oval-shaped depression in the ground. This is an 
unexcavated ball court, one of several that have been found 
in the Flagstaff area, the northernmost ones that have yet 
been discovered. In southern Arizona and all through Mexico 
these ball courts are fairly common. This court is the only 
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masonry one known in the United States. 
We know very little about the game that was played in 

the court. It was probably similar to soccer except that it 
was played with a small ball of natural rubber. 

Post No. 10. In this room seven infant burials were 
located, in slab-lined pits, of which two can be seen today. As 
with all people, the Indian held a close relationship to his 
children, believing that the spirit of the dead child would 
be reborn in the next baby. Consequently the deceased was 
buried in the mother's house. 

Post No. 11. The area in which you are now standing 
was an outdoor workshop, or patio, where the people could 
grind corn, make pottery, mend clothes, gamble or gossip. 
It was surrounded by a low "wind-break" wall and perhaps 
in the summer was covered by a brush "shade." 

Collapsed roof. Note vlgas, shake*, and juniper bark. 
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Post No. 12. As you examine this room notice the long, 
stone-lined channel. This was used as a ventilator, the opening 
being at floor level in the cliff wall to your right. Evidently 
the family occupying this room came to the village quite early 
because they were able to use the natural rock walls to good 
advantage. Then as more and more people came and built 
around them, their air supply started to be cut off. They 
then hit upon the ingenious idea of cutting the long ventilator 
through to the outside and the heat from their fire would 
cause drafts of air to flow into the room. 

Post No. 13. These rooms were excavated in 1952. 
Notice the two types of ventilators, one above the floor, the 
other sub-floor. As the house grew towards you from the 
higher portions, the added outside rooms blocked air from 
the older rooms, as you noticed at Post 12. 

After excavation, 1934. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

You arc probably wondering just what brought prehistoric 
people into this seemingly desert area and how they man­
aged to survive here. The story goes back to the eruption of 
Sunset Crater about 1066 A.D. Sunset Crater is the most 
recent volcano among the 400 in the Flagstaff region, and 
is located 1 1 miles south of here. It is one of two prehistoric 
volcanoes in the world that we can accurately date and one 
of the few that had a profound effect upon people fixing in 
the area at that time. When it erupted it covered almost 800 
square miles, including the Wupatki area, with fine black 
volcanic ash. This eruption took place before Wupatki Ruin 
was built. 

When the eruption was oxer, a few individuals probably 
wandered into this area to find out xvhat had happened. When 
they did they found that, for some reason, they were able to 
farm xvhere they hadn't been able to farm before. The reason 
for this was the xolcanic ash, laid down to a more or less 
uniform depth of four or fixe inches, acted as a moisture-
retaining mulch; the people could plant their crops in the 
underlying soil and the cinder cover xvould hold enough 
moisture to insure them a relatively profitable crop. 

When this word spread around, it created a great pre­
historic land rush, the only one we know of in America. 
Thousands of Indians from all oxer this part of the South-
xvest sxvarmed into the Wupatki region to take adx'antage 
of the new farming land. 

The main occupation took place between 1100 and 1200 
A.D. and during that time the area coxered by cinders was 
inhabited by perhaps 8.000 Indians. 

The abandonment of the area is almost as interesting as 
the occupation. We have found that in the latter part of 
the 1100's there were a number of vcars of scx-erc, localized 



One of the seven infant burial* in Room 7. 

We hope you have enjoyed the monument and this trail. Please 
return this booklet to the register stand before you leave, or you may 
purchase it if you wish, by depositing ten cents in the coin slot in the 
register stand. 

NOTICE 

If you have time it would be most worthwhile to visit Sunset Crater 
and also Walnut Canyon National Monuments, to the south of us. Don't 
hesitate to ask the Ranger for details on this or any other part of your 
trip in the Southwest. 

This area includes almost 35,000 acres. Please help us keep it 
clean. 

Third ed. 9/52: 8.000 

drought, accompanied by high winds. These winds turned 
the area into a dust bowl, carrying away the moisture-retaining 
cover of cinders that the people had depended upon for their 
livelihood. The big boom town of Wupatki began to be 
deserted. Some of the people migrated to the high mesas on 
the eastern horizon where the Hopi Indians are living today; 
others moved further to the south. 





This booklet is published by the 

SOUTHWESTERN MONUMENTS ASSOCIATION 
Box 2011 K, S a n t a F e , N e w M e x i c o 

which is a non-profit distributing organization pledged to aid in the preservation and 
interpretation of Southwestern features of outstanding national interest. 

T h e Associa t ion lists for sale h u n d r e d s of i n t e re s t ing a n d excel lent pub l i ca t ions 
for adu l t s a n d ch i ld ren a n d very m a n y color slides on S o u t h w e s t e r n subjects . T h e s e 
m a k e fine gifts lor b i r t h d a y s , pa r t i e s , a n d special occas ions , a n d m a n y p rove to be 
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M a y we r e c o m m e n d , for ins tance , the fol lowing i tems wh ich give add i t i ona l 
i n fo rma t ion on W u p a t k i N a t i o n a l M o n u m e n t a n d its e n v i r o n m e n t ? 

***2.\2 INCH KODACHKOME DUPLICATES 50c each or 6 for $2.50 
(order by number and letter) 

PAt'L THOMAS SERIES B-lc Red House in black cinders 
G46 Wupatki from southwest (I.olles-

K-10 A. Wupatki Ruins gard Slide) 
B. Wupatki Ruins and Amphi- S-113 Spectacular Wukoki Ruin near 

theater Wupatki 
C. Sink Hole and Citadel Ruin S-114 Citadel Butte and Ruin with Nala-
D. T.omaki Ruin kihu Ruin in Foreground 
E. Box Canyon Ruin and San S-115 Huge dry sink in the Kaibab 

Francisco Peaks Limestone by Citadel Ruin 
F. Earth Cracks S-116 Crack-in-Rock Ruin on its sand­

stone cuesta 
SWMA SERIES S-117 Elaborate prehistoric petroglyphs 

on red Moenkopi sandstone near 
B-la Wupatki from southwest Crack-in-Rock Ruin 
B-lb Wupatki from northwest 

****3. ARIZONA'S NATIONAL MONUMENTS. King, ed. Comprehensive chapters, 
wri t ten by rangers, on the 16 monuments in the state and Grand Canyon. 
Beautifully illustrated, maps, 116 pp $3.00 

***45. F L O W E R S O F T H E SOUTHWEST D E S E R T . Dodge and Janish. More than 
140 of the most interest ing and common desert plants beautifull drawn in 100 
plates, with descriptive text. 112 pp., color cover, paper $1.00 

***60. F L O W E R S O F T H E SOUTHWEST MESAS. Pa t r aw and Janish. Companion 
volume to the Deserts flower booklet, but covering the plants of the plateau 
country of the Southwest. More than 150 species are beautifully il lustrated 
in the 100 plates of line drawings by Jeanne R. Janish, with descriptive 
text. 112 pp., color cover, paper $1.00 

**»61. F L O W E R S O F T H E SOUTHWEST MOUNTAINS. Arnberger and Janish. 
Descriptions and illustrations of plants and trees of the southern Rocky 
Mountains and other Southwestern ranges above 7,000 feet elevation. 112 pp., 
color cover, paper $1.00 

f*»64. POISONOUS D W E L L E R S OF T H E D E S E R T . Dodge. Invaluable handbook 
for any person living in the desert. Tells the facts about dangerous insects, 
snakes, etc., giving t r ea tment for bites and stings, and dispels myths about 
harmless creatures mistakenly believed poisonous. 48 pp $0.50 

**131. NALAKIHU. Thorough and concise reports on an interest ing pueblo in 
Wupatki National Monument. Technical but has interest ing summaries 
and discussions $4.00 

For the complete list of almost 220 publications and 1700 color slides on 
Southwestern Indians, geology, ruins, plants, animals, history, etc., ask the Rangei. 
or you can obtain one by mail by writing the 

SOUTHWESTERN 
MONUMENTS ASSOCIATION 

Rox 2011 K, Santa Fe, New Mexico 


