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THE LEGRND OF COLTER'S HELL
by Merrill J. Mattes

Yellowstone National Park was oreated on March 1, 1872,
when President Ulysses S. Grant Signed his name to "a Bill to
Set apart a certein tract of land lying near the headwaters
of the Yellowstone River as a public parke... and as a pleas~
uring ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people,”
The 75 years which have elapsed since that date have witnessed
the steady development of that park as the greatest tourist
attraction in the world, culminating with the prospect of
nearly one million visitors in 1947 alone. It is a histori=-
cal peradox that this region was visited by vwhite men and its
strenge phenomena was described over &0 years before the
first bona fide tourist arrived on the scene. Geography end
politics both conspired to deley him but an even great ob=
stacle was interposed., Such a region, as reported matter-
of factly by a few obscure trappers and prospectors, could
not exist because there were no geysSers or glass mountains
east of the Mississippi. It was "Colter's Hell," a myth, a
legend only, until the period 1869-71 when a series of pri-
vate and official expeditions conclusively established the
authenticity of the geclogical wonders, the simple descrip-
tion of which sounded like a description of Dante's Inrerno.1

“MMerrill Mattes has been the very successful custodiad
of the: Scotts. Bluff National Monument in Nebraska and has
recent.ly beendelegated to-make surveys of historical sites
in the Missouri~Valley water shed which would be effected
by thespropesed development of the Missouri River,
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Behind the legend of Colter's hell is the documentary evid-
ence of actual Yellovstone Park "visitors' during the several
decades precscing the official “discovery.® It may be fitting,
at a time when record auto~borne crowds are gaping at the mar-
vellous show of which 0ld Faithful is the star performer, to
call the rcll of those privilegel mortals who attended the
prerieﬁ.z

In 1797 David Thompson, a Britich fur trader and explorer,
arrivec at the Mandan villages on the hissouri River,and be-
gen to press the netives for information relating to the un-
knovn territory to the west, In Thompson's notes appears the
garliest written reference tc the “Yellow Stone." French-Can-
adian employees of the North west Fur Company, wno ranged far
and wide in their quest for beaver hides, may have been the
first white men to reach Yellowstone River, for “"Rechs Jauns®
or "Yellow Rock" was part of their working vocabulary befors
Thompson resached the Mandans. They dida't invent the neme, hov-
ever, but translated it from the Indian equivalent, the uin-
netares version of which is “ii Ysi & da si," or "Rock Yel-
low River." General Hiram ii. Chittenden, who wrote the first
standard history of Yellowstone Park, holds that the ultimate
origin of the name could only come from the brilliant and in-
finite varieties of yellow which dominate the cclor schems
of the Grand Cenyon of the Yellowstone.)

During the winter of 1804-05 the lewis and Clerk ex-
pedition wintered &t the Mandan villsges near the mouth of
Knife River,vhere Thompson had stopped in 1797. Wails there
Saptain levis improved his time by compiling a report and
draving & msp of the western country,based larzely on data
provided by his friendly hosts, Although this map wac under-
standably inaccurate in many respects,it indicatea a pravious
knorledge of the Yelloustone River,&s well as its sulphurous
tributary, the “"Stinking Water," vwhich is now more decorously
kncwn as the Shoshone, The expedition continued on up the
Missouri River tc Thres Forks, and thence over the Con-
tinental Divide via Jefferson Fork and its tributaries,
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Upcn the return tr1p in lBOb,Pfter wintering at Fort
Clatsop at thse. mout“ of the Columbia, the Lewis and Clark
expedition divided in order to explore the country more
thorougnlv. blar undertook to determines the sourte of tha
mysterious Yelloaston " 'On July 15 with ‘slever white man,
the Indian soman bakakatea and her baby, the cavalcade
crossed Boz,man‘tas“,.hlg“ marks the de?ldc bet*aﬁh the
Yellowstone end the Ga¢1atip Fork, and raacﬁeu tha ‘site of
present leangston,hontana._?hare i5 no 1ndlcat10n that
Clarik suspected what, wendgrs lay coricsalsd bs r1~d the snONy
mountain wall .to the south, and being in a nurr;, he passed
on down the Yellostone, vwith glory enough for one: ¥Xpedi-
tion. - After.rejoianing ILewis below the gouth ‘of ‘the ¥Ysllow=- °
stone, the expedition paddled swiftly down the Missouri %o
reach St. LGLlS, and raport the success of tha enterprlsa.

In'thzs same year Lt. Zebulon M. Pike explored up the
Arkansas' River,and discoversd the Colorado Peak whichi-itimor-
talizes his name., Ths official. map which he prepared pur-
ported to0 locate the headwaters of the Yellowstons,whick he- -
claims to have seen from the summit of an unidentified moun-
tain. Certain maps put out.by the early Szaniards,operating
out of Mexico, secemed to support the Fike 'story;but it soon
develogei that he missed the mark by’ at least two hundred
miles. It was fated that the actual discovery of -ths Upper -
Yellowstone was to be made,not by any official: ‘expedition,
but by an obscurg fur trapper;vho was looking for Indiens.

Johu" Colter; & meuber -of the lLewis and Clark expedition,
was the first white man tc enter the confines of the present
Yellovwstone:National Park. This is a theory only but it is a
plausible one. We know little about Colter beyond the meagre
testimony of his contemporaries that he was sturdy, honest,
and energstic,born in Virginia and raised 'in Kentucky, a
frontiersman in the true tradition of Daniel Boone. He was
about thirty years of. age-wken the homeward-bound expedition
reacied the Miandan villages; and he was granted permission to
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take his leave and join two hunters who were heeaded upstiream
for beaver hides., In the summer of 1807 Manuel Lisa’s fur
trading expedition intercepted Colter,who was again paddling
downstream,at the mouth of the Platte River,and for ‘ths third
time he was persuaded to “set his face to the .setting sun. At
the mouth of the Bighorn River,Lisa built a trading post, from
vhich Colter was dispatched to drum up some business among

the Crows, The course of his subsenguent wanderings in the au-
tumn and winter of 1807-08 has been determined solely on the
basis of data which Captein William Clark,presumabl; after con-
versation mith Cclger,superimposed on his map of 1810, first
published in 1814.” Inevitably Colter®s prezise route has been
subject to wide differences of scholarly opinion, largely
hinging on the identificetion of "Lzke Biddle" (or “"Riddle")
and "Lake Eustis" with Jackson Lake snd Yellowstone Lzke,
respectively,and the true location of & certain "Boiling Spring"
<nd & “Hot Spring EBrimstone." A composite of theories offered
by Chittenden, Stalio Vinton and %.J. Ghent, to name only

three who have attempted the impossible, is thet Colter fol-
loved up the Shonshone River to present Codys went south

along the foot of the Absarokas, up Wind River to Union Pass,
into Jackson Hole(and possibly across the Tetons into Fierre's
Hole), thence north along the west shore or Yellowstone Lzke
and northeast toward Mammoth Hot Springs and Tower Falls,cross-
ing the Yellowstone near the mouth of the Lamar,thence up the
Lumar and Soda Butte Creek,across the Absaroka licuntains,-
fhence south to the Shoshone River,ang back to Lisa's Fort by
way of Clark's Fork end Pryor's Fork,.” This of courss is en-

tirely conjectural,but we have encountered no historian who
seeks to deny that Colter did traverse,in some way,the Yellow-
stone” Park area, It.is.a source of infinite regret thet the
Clark map is sqQ vagLe, and that Colter's testimony was not
wriften up in detail; but it must be remembered that he was
only incidentally interested in natural curiosities, while
Clark and others prcbably discounted the scenic embellishments,
He was looking for Indians who knew where to trap besaver.

That he was eminently successful in this main objective is
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ev1dent in the :l;ich cargo of mrs ﬁnch Lisa trar..ported to
5t. Leuis in 1808. After further explorations in the neigh-
borhood of the Three Forks of the Missouri,and several harrow-
ing adventureg with the hostile Bleckfoot Indians,Colter Fin-
ally concluded ,that -he-had seen everything,=nd-so refurned to
8%.. Louis in -iay, 1810. He married ‘and settled @own in the
little «village of), uharatte. }issouri,. - ¥ith great reluctance
ne turned down en.qpportunlty .to join: the Astorian expedition
which pessed by in 1831; end in 1513 he died, ironica llj
ehough, from "jeundice.® .-

ST
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After Colter's swift journev several historically impor-

tant expeditions passed closg to .the future.perk boundardes.
In 1810 Andrew Henry, Botly pursued by’ Blackfeset, fledofdth
a group of trappers southvest from Thrge:' Forks meross UThHe
Divide to Henry's Fork of tha Snake. Their:wibtar!anzampment
there was the flrst Amarlcan establluhment on the'Faeifié slope
of the continent. Some writers have reasoned that Henry and
his men probably explored the.ceuntry wilhin.& wide-radius of
 the Tetons, but any.belief that they toucied Yollowsténa Fark
is, again, conjectural, In -the spring.of 1811!Heny¥-réfurnsd
dovn the Liissouri, while three of his:ften, Eoback,REDif®ér anc
- Reznor, vent eastusrd via Tetcn Fass,. Jackson Haleand cTognotee
Fass, At the mouth of the Niobrara Rivery :thesé men-raep intn
the large expedition dispatched by John Jacodb Astor, "a¥d ‘led
by Vilsen Price Hunt,which was bound for the mouth of the Col-
umbia. They were hired as.guides and.led :the -Astorians -back
across the Divide via Union Pass; the Upper Green River, Hoback
Canyon and Jeckson Hole., In 1812 Rabert Stuart. and & small
perty left the Astorian's stockade on the Columbia River t¢
blaze the Oregon Trail from west to earh making one important
detour vie Teton Pacs and Jackson Hole." ' '
" ' R 2! - v «

After Colter, the first white man in the' park area'may
have been Britishers and half-breeds in -th® -employ of the
Northwest Company, which was later consolidated with #he

moncpolistic Hudson's Bay Company. On &n éxploratory trip in
1880 Colenel P.W. Nerris, then &uperintendent eof the park,
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discovered -the fellowing imscription-ecarved dimly in a treec —
above the Upper Falls of the Yellowstone: "J.U.R. Aug. 29,
1819."‘9 No trace of ‘the carved section has been found by
present park personnel, Aside from thc maéterial evidence,how-
ever,the validity of this date is supported by the récord of
a trip made in this year by Donald McKenziée and & trapping
brigade to the headwaters of the Snake River,in which refer-
ence is made,not only to the Teton Méuntaids,but to 'bofllﬁg
fountains" and ether thermal phenamen.lo That there were
cther subsequent invasions of the park drea by British inter-
ests seems a reasonable conclusion from our knowledge of the
ubiquitous wanderings of the half-breed trappérs, together
with characteristic traps, pit, log hut ruins and.other physi-
cal remains of considerable antiquity which cams to light
when the park was later explored in detail. Hovever,document-
ary evidence of their movements is lacking,and the signal
hqnor of writing the earliest known descrlptlon of the
Yellowstone mervels falls to an American. A
The aggregation of trappers and traders kmown h;atori* _
celly as the "Rocky kiountain Fur Cazpany,"’ which was.founded ,
at St.Louis in 1822 by William Ashley and Andre. Henry.has
achieved a unique fame because the young:men who became Ats
leading spirits--James Bridger,Thomas Fitzpatrick. 1111am
Sublette, Jedediah Smith and others--bacame the prima:y ex—
plorers and discoverers of the Rocky Mountain West. Die_ fo
the hostility of the Arickaras and the'Elackfeat on the Up-
per Missouri River,the trappers soon diverted their atten-
~tion to the Central Rocky siountain region where.in 1824, they
dxsoovered South Pass, Great Salt Lake,an& the Green River
approach to Jackson Hole,perhaps comidg within a few mjles
of "the present South Park boundary.l? In 1324 Ashley insti-
tuted the "rendezvous system" of fur trapping whereby the
trappers,and their Indien allies,after their winter trap-
ping seasons, would meet the traders in somelpra-de51gnateJ
green mnnntain ?alley.where they would axchdnge their beaver
hides and cateh up on their roisterlng amid wild carnival
scenesys* There is 'a tradltion,unsupported by tangible evidence
thet after the first rendezvous,, which wag held on ‘Hgnry's
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Fork of’the'Green, young Bridger and Fitzpatrick,: bosh-des~ . g .
tined for an illustrious future,betook themselves northward. - .-
through Jackaon Hole into Yesllovstone Park,'becoming fasecin- .
ated with the wonders of that country."l? Alas, they wrote - -@
no diaries, - Indeed, Bridger was illitverate, and me would
not know even of his later undisputed visits- to the park - .-+
were it not for others ho made noﬂb of hlS conversatlonu..

The Wyoning historiandﬂouuan_,.ho does not re‘aal the-
sources of his information,has’ it that after Bridger's .al- .
leged visit to the park in 1824, ™ie haypened -to be aviths @ ..
trading post of the American Fur Goumany on .the Yellowstone ;-
and there nmet a young Kentuckizn Rchert eldrua, who came: - R TIT
out to be employed as a blacksmith &% thal po3'e" daldarum, 7 -
got the trapping bug, and “sooa aiter joined tvhe Crows,and
it was while living with these psodie tunt he fadnd.nn.cn- .
portunity to “investigate the "sondess woecid iellawstode BdLB.,t
In 1ater ‘years he often talked to Addfiosficérsiana otitens , . JjoH
about “gaysers."14 Soms -Army nf9icat.izlssliidy heversup-. e
plied Coutant with this-'story, but it mush Tefidid amERuTii vV i
field, particufarlv in view of  the fact that o active trads sd'
ing post is knowvn to have- ex;s+ed ou Yellorweteue. River beimsen~
1823, whén the Ashley—Hnnry poed ‘mas abandoned; until: 1828.L3:hﬁ
when" Fort Union was establish=d. 1t is of course. pessibleée:>
that Malﬁrum was only oae of the meny fur trappsrs whovare :. .
known to have visite&'Yellowutcne-rarK after. 162%;but Coutant's-
inference’ 18 that he was an earl*a and lone dlscover;r. S L G

Dahiel T. Potts has béen recently 1dent1fied as the long- .
mysterlbus qpthor of''a letter whiek first appeared in'the : '
Philadelphia GHzette and Daily Advertiser, September-29;1827,

Cem— e —

which contains the earliest known definite description.of  the

gedlogical miraclss in Yellowstone FPark. This dbcument,:dated:-
July 8,1827 at the "Sweet Lake" or Bear Lake (Utah) rendez—
vous and carried eastward for mailing by Williah thl“ttuiﬂﬂaT“}
cribes how 'the Potts party,the other members of which are:

not 1dent1fied want north ‘after the Salt Lake rendezvous of.~-. -
1826 end,after a skirmish with the Blackfeet,went up Henry's
Fork of Snake River, crossed the Teton Mountains into Jackson
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Hels,accendsd S.ike Hivar to e vicinity of Tro UcearPass,
-and then desesnded:Yellowstons River. .Ther e 15 a viwide des-
cription of "a large frash-vatar lake WJth is about one nun—

« dred milas long.snd Torty milas wide and as clear as cry tal«"

O e suuLy bopdes g bhe lukes hes found & uLmL¢‘ ‘uf Hob Gl
boiling. springs, mud: pots and sundry sulphur rous and earth
trembling exglosions. TFrom here, p onebla the “est Thumb
thermal area, "by a circujtous route to the nortawest" and af-
ter same more encounters with the B¢aciss et, the Potts brlrade
proceeded to the Bear Lake rendezyous,”; The whole expedition
which he so compactly desecribes probablj conspmed almost a
year,for the purpose of the trip wes the systemztic. collec-
tion of beaver hides. In the rich cargo which aublette packed
eastvard in 1827 must have been many peltries taken from
Yellowstone York

In 182€ Ashlsy sold his interssts to Je edediah bmlth, jiil-
liam Sublette,and David E. Jackson,the namssaks. of Jackson
Hole. Potts was in the employ of thess partners. After, 1826
there is no worthwhile evidence of their further operatlons
in Yellowstone Fark until 1829. In the summer of tqis‘y:ér

- the three partners were reunited in the vicanlty of the Te-

tons,and then the entire outfit moved up Henry's. For? Qf the

._,Snake and soross the Divide to the .valleys of the kadisonr

and Gallatin,and then te the foot of Cinnabar Mountaln.tnree
miles above the: present park Nerth Entrance. cha the panty

- .was scattered by the Blackfeet. Joseph L. heek,. who later

achieved fame as an cregon pionser,and whose biograpq rsRiver
cf the llest,is a valuable source of information on the
mountain trappers, became los$ for several days ... In the
course of his wanderings before rejoining bls comradés he

- stumbled across a region east of Yéllo*stone River “smok-'

v ing with vapor from boiling springs‘and burning with asas
- Aissuing from -small eraters and belching blus flames and mcl-

ten brimstone,"which is identifiable as the seldum-vlblted

. «:thermal area of the Mirror Flateau, &fter crosslng th, north-

east corner of the peark,the reorganized party,mlnus iwo men,

'-_crossed the Absarokgs to spend the winter at Powder R1ver.16
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“Bridger's biographer contends that the redoubtable Jim
led trapping brigades into the park °in 1830 and 18‘51, or, both
occasions paying hi# respects to the geyper basipa on. the
Firehole River. In 1832, after ‘the famous Battle of Fierre's
Hole west of the Tetons,he is reported to have made _his first
visit to Mammoth Hot  Springs and: fhe Grand’ Canyop“ 17 }Vh.preas
there is no reliable docufentation’ to su‘pport thes jpurneys.
it is dncontestable that dufihg' the* éarl éﬁa’o*‘s dggr be-
.came thoroughly- femiliar with ‘Ybl owst oﬁ ark, el ave not
. only the fect of his then grewihg' r%im atron aﬁ _a_preyaricator
among those who couldn't eondeive*of a gqisqr or an “obsidian
.c1iff,but the later: publtslibd testifiony of unimpeachable su-
thorities who 1i&ténsa’carefully’ to nis storigb 1} iehed his
_ character, and:ghve‘at ‘least’ ﬁrbvtdioqﬁi e'glen e gqtthqm.
Irrespective ofithe ubiqiitous Briqger. ¢ qea auppl}e Dy
.. lieek and. the Hudsen's"Bay Company ;Ourn:al éﬁ f Hn ‘F’ﬁ ;mdi-

cate the presence of Ameridan’ fragﬁar‘s‘ "on tl;g zﬂmgr;' ,’gellow-
~ stone" in ‘the-early 1830'3. “but the ¢ire ces are
- hazy to wdrrent - any -flat éba’bemant‘s abOut ]Yeﬁ&c‘{ws;tz%e
visitors 'in: /18305 dB}i:‘nﬁﬂ 1832, 1 o S0 st I s d
OIS0 TNeT 173 o Rt ’

Captain Ben jamin Bonneville led a. well-orgmw trading
and exploring expedition ‘westwdrd ‘in '1 32, }aking ‘the, first
wagdn train across the cﬁm%ntai Dividh. ,ahp,,; maining in
. the: Rocky Mountein ered'umtil 18351 & Washington,irving's
claBsic mccount’ of his ‘adventutes, First published .1.3}7,
‘there:is no eﬁdenca ttfat bormaviﬂe or hia men pene,;rh.jed
‘the yastness of Colterts' Hell,' al‘though the *tratmently
portrayed in Jackson Hole and other adjacen ;reaS. Hany
-years later, however, in“a 1stter or 1875 bubiishad by, the
Montana Historical Society,- Bonheville states that, ghile
he did ‘not*persénally-See "i:he -tﬁarmal springs and. gaysers,"
his men knéw ebout thém, calling their locatiqn: phg Fire
Hole."1? Baptiste Ducharne is one cf"‘Bonneville ts men who

is allegéd to hdve visited the- geyae'r Tegion’ freq lsiantlﬁz’
He .personally claimed to have “¥rapped “in ‘the park n 1824 and

1826 which, if true, would have made him“dne of ishley's
young men" grigin&lly,md el .associate Of Bridgsr,Ted ’inith

H NBT [ieRS Matelut:y 30T eAw Lws
sy . .f_‘ _.f_.', " il - as i 4 > ia
- ~-‘-. .
s 5

- :-r“ .....6,!‘--. t"

- * i
-
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and Daniel T, Potts, .The assertion is oOpen %o question, how-

‘ever, sincde it lacks confirmation, and Buchearne an_over 00

years 616 when he was :lzri:en*vmsmed:.1 51 el naivyeq &

Wl : . 2
- B € i £l

- Thus far *mItil 1832;'1:3 know 'bhat on]:y f;-agments ot‘
Yellowstone Park had been éxplored,notably. Yell&wai_;gno,.l.ake

- and its south: and western-approaches; and-the Lamar :River .
- Basin. According to Warren Ferris, one of the great =eyser
‘basins was visited.in the ‘apring humt of 1833 by.a perty of
‘torty men under a Spansard:named Alvaris (or Alvarez), in

the employ of the Ameriocan Fur-Company: -They reached the
area by going up Henry*sFerk, later returning 3o Green River
for the rendezvous, - ‘This 38 the-first-definite evidence of
lhite men in the:Fire Hole Basin. ‘Apeording to Dr, Paul-
Phillipas, editor.of.the Ferris journal, this discoverer was
"Mamml Alvarezs later prominent jn the Southwest trade and
Unitad Stntba consul. at Santa Fe.%2l He was not one of Bqnne-
villa's men; but some confusion. has-arisen-on this, poin.t-

the Ihptain mentions-him as -an acquaintence- in the above~
mentioned 1etter of reminigodnees  : (-

e & R L f-:.-j..‘«..-f.

‘Warren Angus’ Ferris,’sasnative of New ¥York who:later

Tesided in:Texas, made:hig:first mountain: journey wid;h the

American Fur:Eompany in 1830 et:ths age of 19 A rarity.a-
mong the mountain men, he! kept. a.jowsrnal.of his trayels, which
appeared serially in- 1842 and: 1843 in:the Westexn. Literarz
Messenger, an obScure Weekly published-imp Puffelo,-New. York.
The piece containing an aceount:of his vimit to the geyser
region in 1834, which appeared on July-13,1842,did not at-
tract much attention at: the time, except to be plegarized
by the editors of The 3:.0f Nauvoo, Iidinois,;in. their
edition of August 15, 1042, It is probable- that the few ¥
readerﬂ of the Fcrr.ts atory regarded it all-as a redicu~: .
lous fantasy. The true Sdentity of: the @uthor-emd the . .
histbrlcal importance of his eccount @s the! first written.
desaription of tho"geysers’ (end the’ second’ written des-
erigtion of any pori;ion of Yellowstone. Park): by-an eye=

witness was not disclosed until’ 1900, by 0lin D. Wheeler
of St.Paul, publicist for the Northern Pacific Railroad.
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It was in May, 1834 that Ferris and two Indiaens set out
from a camp west of the park,travelling almost due east forty
miles to the upper reaches of the Madison., His object was to
verify the rumors concerning "remarkable boiling springs on
the sources of the Madison" which he got from Alvarez" men and
he soorn 'realized that “the half was not told me." His vivid
description of "columns of water" and “"beautiful fountains"
projecting at intervals to heights up to 150 feet and accom= .
panied by "“loud explosiona and sulphurous vapors" clearly . )
describe one of the principal- geyser basins,though :just which
one is of course not clear,?? It is ironical that this ac= -
curate eye-witness report and verification of Colter's.Hell .
should be consigned to virtual oblivion\fqr over:- half 8 -
century. : ok v

£ &

In august of 1834 a party of 55 men in Bannevilla's qm-'
ploy led by . .Joseph H, Vialker, ascended Pac1fio ‘Creek from . .
Jackson Hole and after some debate agreeg to “move -down. onto.
Wind River,"instead of descending the Yeliowstone. : Thus ..
Walker, who had previously discovered Yosemite Valley, -and:
Zenas Leanard, the journalist of the expedition, missed the
big e:ploring opportunity which Ferris had grasped. 8 ) .,

Arter the rendezvous of 1834 on. Ham's Fork of the Green,
the Yellowstone Park area may have been included in -the terri-
tory trapped by Brider and -the brigade of about 60 men who
circled northward before making winter camp at -the forks of
the Snake., In the spring-of 1834 this group prdébably: again
traversed the park area, for in lMay, they were found:by a .
party of Nathaniel Viyeth's men- at the<mouth of* Gardiner!s
Fork, and later on the Upper Mad:.son..2 This was the last. .
hunt of the historic "Rocky iiountain Fur Company" for at the
Green River rendezvous of -that year Lucien Fontenelle prac-
tically -arranged for its absorption by the American- Fur Company

With Ferris in the rare category of well-educated. journal-
keeping Rocky mOuntain trappers is Osborne Russell, a natlve
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of Maine who came west in 1834 with Nathaniel Wyeth and later
achieved a reputation as a pioneer of Oregon and California,
His several visits to the park beginning in- 1835, as an em-
ployee of Wyeth and later of the Ame:ican.Fﬁr Company, have
been excitingly recorded in his Journel of a Trapper,which
was first published in 1914 by his descendents, In June, 1835
his party of 24 men under the incompetent Joseph Gale, left
Fort Hall, following up.Snake River to Jackson Hole, After
extricating themselves with much difficulty from the craggy
vwilderness of the Absarokas, losing two men in the process,
the party reached an easterly fork of the Yellowstone, where
they encountered same woebegone Sheepeaters, They travelled
thence to "“Gardner's Hole," which epparently was named earlier
after Johnson Gardner, a.free lance trapper. Fassing over to
Gallatin and Madison Forks in September the party fell in with
another contingent under Bridger. The combined forces were
attacked by 80 Blackfeet and the furious melee which ensued
has also been described by Meek.25 This apparently took

place in the neighborhood of present West Yellowstone,

Before the battle above~mentioned it is apparent that the
Bridger brigade,which included Meek and Kit Carson, likewise
trapped the fringes of Yellowstone Park. The trappers accom-
panied the Rev., Samuel Parker and his flathead congregation
from the rendezvous to Jackson Hole, where "Bridger detached
a portion of his command to trap the stream." The main
party, according to Parker, left the missionary in Pierre's
Hole and "went north-east into the mountains to their hunt=-
ground,*26 The details of their route previous to joining
forces with the Russell-Gale party, are not available,

After the summer rendezvous of 1836 on Green River,
Russell wes ordered by Bridger to proceed with 17 men to
Yellowstone Lake and await the main party., Via Jackson Hole
and Two Ocean Pass he reached the inlet of the lake where
Bridger and the main party,including the co-leaders, Fon-

" tenelle and Andrew Drips, joined him as schaduled. They
followed along the eastern shore of the lake do its outlet
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at present Fishing Bridge, and camped again "in a beautiful
plain which extended along the northern extremity of the lake,"
. Russell describes the lake as "about 100 miles in circumfer-
> ence" and "rather in the shepe of a crescent." His further
desoription of boiling eprings and hot steam vents in the
‘neighborhood of Hayden Valléy places him behind Fotts and
~Ferris as the third journalist of the park phenomena. Going
« northeast of the lake, pssibly in the Lamar Valley, he again
ran into the harmless Sheepeaters, who traded some skins.
..He recrossed the Yellowstone "at the ford," apparently in
the vicinity of Tower Falls, and travelled thence to Gardi-
ner's Fork and “"Gardner's Hole". The party zig-zagged north= -
ward again over the mountains to the Yellowstone which they
followedd"out of the mountains into the great Yellowstone
plain."27
From the Green River rendezvous of 1837 Bridger and
Fontenelle led over 100 men to "The Blackfoot country," =
At Jackson Hole Russell and three others were detached to.
hunt the headwaters of the Yellowstone., They followed the
course of the previous season to the outlet of the lake, _
then went northeast over the mountains to gain the "Stink-
ing Water" or Shoshone, Failing to meet Fontenelle's party
'‘as agreed upon, at the mouth of Clark's Fork, Russell and
his companions were compelled to travel over the liyoming
plains to Fort William, which the company had erected in
1834 at the junction of the Platte and the Leramie,“” His
biographer holds,although without good evidence,that Jim Brid=
ger led the main brigade twice through the park this year,?2?
He may have approached the rendezvous in the spring by way of .
the Madison Fork or the Yellowstone fighting his way through .
a swvarm Oof Blackfeet, as Meek suggests,but after the rendez-
vous it appears that he headed instead for the Three Forks
ocountry, by way of Teton Fass, “

Several reliable eyewitnesses, including Russell, in .
form us that the summer remdezvous of 1838 was held on the
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Popo Agie, the suuth fork of Wind River, Bridger and his co-
horts may have assembled in ‘and trapped the Yellawstone Fark
region in the spring; but there is nothing to substantiate
the tradition, apparently originating with the .untrustworthy
Meek, that the trappers“finally rendezvouseu on the north
fork of the Yellouatone. near YBIIOWatone Lake,"20 The fact
that Meek himself ‘tells of the presence at the rendezvous of
various parties known to be following the Gregon Trail that °
year, makes it obvious that the tale got tangled up somehav,
Yellowstone was a great place to hunt and trap;but, it was
much too inaccesaible to serve as a general maeting place.

An entry in Russell®s journal for 1839 1ndicateq that
some unidentified trappers from Fort Hall reached Yellowstone
Lake in 1838,%1 Meek alleges that he went alone to Cardner's
Hole after the rendezvous,later meeting Drips and Bridger’
4in the “Bﬁrn% Hole."?2 This agrees witﬁ“Fuﬂsall's story that
the main band crossed to Jackson Hole “and }ierre's Hole,
then headed north. R . '

By 1839 the golden:era of the mountain fur trade was com-
ing to its close. The record of twp trapping expeditions in
Yeloowstone Park this year provides a stirring climax to the
era of the beaver hunters, One party of 40 men, inoluding
Ducharne previously mentioned, and the apprentioe trapper
Jim Baker 6f later fame,followed up the' Snake River to Two
Ocean Pass, thén descended the Yello®wstone to  the Lake,meking
a complete "loop road" tour of Mammoth Hot Springs, Sulphur
Mountain, Mud Geyser, Yellowstone Falls and the.dazzling dis-
plays in "Fire Hole Basin,"33 This is the first.certain proof
of trappera' ‘visits to Memmoth and to the Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstone although it seems probable that hozh these feature:
were known earlier, . o

‘Another party of four,including our friend Osborne
Russell,set out in June.18}9 from Fort Hall,following up
the Sneke and Lewis River to Lewis -Lake and Shoshone Lake, -
The Shoshone geyser basin is described in detail, including
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an “Hour Sprzng“ wpich answers to the deacripxion of Union

naeysar. From here they crossed over to Haydeﬁ'?hllay‘?Ia the

Miduay Gi er .Basin, thére qoing a "boiling lake," probdbly
" the Granﬁ?ﬁrismatic Spring. After en extended cemp ‘at the
_outlet . of Yallowstone Lake, they went east to the haad of

_,.d,4la;k'a Fork, thence back to the Yellowstone at the ford neer

-

.-..Toyer Falls, thence to Gardner's Holeé end back to the Lake
_outlet, En _route they " 2a% evidaﬁ§ “of "a'village ‘of 300 or
400 1odges of Blackfeet" that hqd nly recently been evasuated.
In their. .camp on Pelican Graek. just east of the present Fish~
" 'ing Bridge camp ground, they _were suddenly assailed by a horde
‘of Blackfeet WG rent the air wrth ¥heir horrid yaIls.“ and
.inflicted severe arrow wqundg on Russall and one other. They
.fought off the Indiens with” i eir, rif es, but surferad _great-
.pain and herdship in making hair way ‘back to Fort Hall, leav-
mgjtha park by wey of West Thimb, 'Léfiis Lake and Snake River,?*
138 Tha final rendezvous pf thg trappers in 1840, agaid held
on Horse Creek of Green Rivqr. wgs a lugubrious affair,with :
~_few beaver hides in svidence,  and litfle of the ¢ustomary con= - -
vivialitx, Fathe; Fierre Je. Desmet was the’ reature attrac- :
_ tion with a king of, ;eyxvalimeetxng ‘dmong_the essembled Flat- ..
_heads. His éubaequgnx passage through Jackeon Hole by way of
Teton Paaa was as close as the famed mﬁaazoqary-exploggr ever .

‘,.l\l
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Dwripg-ithe next 24 years.Yellowstone Park vwas virtually
left in primeyal solisude. -There is. .evidence arlunlypthree

“visits of-white men:during_this period, and one attempted
: visit which failed:i'-In 1844 according to Chittenden, a party

:a.of;trapperuifidentity not disclosed,entered Upper Yellgwatone

Valley. from‘'the south, and "pessed around the:west shore of
Yellowstone Lake to the outlet,wherp:they had a severe.bat~

..a'tln with the Blackfoot Indiens,in; a:boad open tract .at.that ~

point.:The: ramazn ‘of their old ¢orral were still visible as =«
_late as 1870:42% The:other three expeditions were-guided- by =

4 Tim Bridger,who in 1843 had-se% up Fort Bridger on-Black?s .
Fork of Green River, %o cater to the amigrants.who were:be=
ginning to follow the Oregon Trails In 1846 eccording %o -
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James Commel,Bridger led a "trading-expedition to" the Crows
" 'and the Sioux" north up the Green River through Jackson Hole
- :inand into the FPdrk, hmaking a tour of the scenic features before
4;-7: _:contihuing down Yhe' ¥ellowstone.37 The historisn, Topping,
. .cwho does not indieat® his" sources of 1nrormation.sta gs that
--*in 1850~ Jim Bridget,Kit Carson and 22 others on a proapecting
‘¢ 3$rip out of St, Wia.ﬂcrossed the’ mountains tor_ xhe Yellow-

s ~nstone and down i%'t6° the lake =nd tna fa}.ls ‘then across the
dﬁvido to the Medison Hlver. They av: the  geysers, of the lo-
~wer basin'and named the river that. aiﬁ“é them the Fire Hole...

" \-The report ‘of this party made qﬁite a Stire in, St Lar.mis."38
| St B T I SR E
.« . .. The<%stir" mde byJBnger's ‘reports was mainly in the
Lormvof rincredulity ‘add sedffing. Thére were a few highly
respected éuthorities, however, who took oridger seriously
In 2853:L¥y T M, Guinison, whHo had "béen & membér of the Stans-
bury exploring ‘party which Bridger guided to Salt Lake in
1850, ‘in his History of the Mormons, published an accurate des-
cription of the geyser region based on interviews. with the
_femous ‘trapper.”’ In ‘a lettér dated January 20,1852,Father
- Debmes: located the park cort‘e'ctly by’ lat:l,'b,uda and 1ongitude
_and gives a very dredfeabwﬂescriptioﬂ' of its monders. He
-p *!'ritea."l have' these repbrt‘a fron Captain Bridg,er, who is
-o.. familiar with every one ¢f these mtmnds, having passad thirty
-~ .yesrs of his1ife neer theo, BOF. TR N

e e N, &
+ Vaida'™ & .

In 1859. Captain ‘J.F. Raynolds, Topoe;raph‘ieal ihgineers,
was ordered to explore the mountainous regions in which the
Iel}owgtogq, Galletin and Madison Rivens have'their source,
@ha;e@q@iumblei erganizéd with!Bridgetrtas gui&e. and win-
tersd .on the Platte River.. . In May-1860, -while'a detachment
i undeg Lipqtenmt Maynadier went north along the '‘Absaroka
.. Range, .the main perty-ascended ¥ind River, orossed Union Fass
than turned north seeking a passage to-the Yellowstone, Deep
_snow, however, blecked their efforts before théy reached
"I'wo Dcaan Fass, and: they hed to satisfy themselves with en-
oircune, the pprk-mm.i@mmﬂole Tetonr ~Paars,Henryw -Fork
2 pa VIn Aeas sttt e N aldn Bk T e B
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and--Raynold s Fass over the Divide. By way of the Madison,
they rejoined liaynadier at the Three Forks. Raynold's report
gnd map, which included accurate data provided by Jim Bridger,
_became’ thé first official'recognition in amy form of the exis-
tence of Lnusual volcanic setivity in the region of the Upper
Yellowstods:41 Had it -not besn for:the Civil war, which pre-
vented publication of the report until 1868, final confirma-
tiop of the Yellowstone Fark wonders might not have been
pagtponad for another ten-years.”-‘ 2
- e ATt . TR o T
It was the discovery 'of: gold.firSt in"California and la-
ter in Colorado,which stértsd the’ population moving! westward
“in"greet numbers,and diverted whatever attention might cther-
wise have become focused on the Yellowstone region. It was the
"discovery of gold in western Montana, in the early 1880fs.
which brought about the rediscovery znd:early creation as the
‘world's first national park. Although there was desultory
prospecting pravious to 1862, it was in that yesr that the
“news of several major gold strikes was broadcast and a full
" scale stampede to the diggings began. In- the spring of 1863
at_ lesst two proppecting parties entered the park. Although
they were feverishly preoccupied with the search for gold, the
; unusual character of the country did not escape them entirely,
" &nd the leader of one party made something akin to the. first
scientific eyewitness report. ‘This was Walter Washington
Delacy, an experienced engineer., Disappointed in his efforts
to lécated & claim at Alder Guleh, in August 18€¢3 he fell in
with an expedition of about 40 men bound for Snake River, and
was elected captain. Their search being unrewarded, same of
the perty deserted at ‘Jack#éon Lake, the others deciEQnﬁ to
push north.—-From-the-junction of the Lewis and Snake they
went ever the Fitchstone Flateau to discover Shoshone Lake
and Levis Lake. From there they crossed over the Divide to
‘the ‘geyser basins of thé Firshole. Although prozeasing to be
"delighted® with shat they found there, thsy wasted ‘no “tinme
in sightsceing, and left the park by way of the Gallatin.
‘His findings in the westeXn section of the park werc incor-

-
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porated in official'maps which were prepared sherply,after .
his return, but laek of opportunity to publish;his journal .
until: 1876 probably robbed Lelacy of the glory of: being ac-
knowledgel the first scientific observer and diseoversr of
the park. 92 “ © o .oty o = B iuteatiy
Montana newspaper accounts and reminiscences. of old-
timers have revealed that there vierse numerous prospecting
expeditions whieh :traversed - -Yellowstone Fark during the,
next five years.,: To be sure, the mar s remarkable featureqﬁof
the area were observed,and speculated upon,end gulogized,but.
as Tar as thBJOLtSidB world mas -concerned theymholﬁ.¢h1ng_mas. 
still in ‘the réslm of mystery.: The cumulative:effect of the .. |
reports and rumors, however, was gradually b%o convince in=:
telligent listeners that no wild talg could.be :so-persistent,
and that there must be.something ati .the headwaters -of the
Yellowstoné worth looking into. in September, 1869, Daﬂld Bei
Folsem,Cherles W. Cook and Yilliam Petersan packed south out
of Diamond Gity, Montena, withgut distracting_ ﬁhgughts of AR
beaver ‘hides ‘or gold,for the express purpose. of .8eeing "hat
they could- see- on. the Upper Yellowstone, and- repnrtlng whatr 
they'saw without adornment..The brief era:of .definitive d;s—

covery and vindication of Colter's Hell was daan;ngh, BT T
ek - **#****¥$**$******** i b e R
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i The term.“Galter's Hell“ appears rlrst in ;iterature '
in Washington Irving's: Adventures of @eptain Bonneyille, .
Philadélphia, 1837, I,b@; 223, _;;rr[— i
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e leam M, Gnlttendenﬁs Thg Yallofstona.ﬂaﬁlcqal Park,
Cincinnati, 1895,0sversl times republe sied,has. not. yet heen
replaced as the standard history of the park hs de.voteq )
eight chepters to the “%oxre- discomarwﬂ ghase,dedycamlng 5
his book "to the memories of John Golter and James Brldger'
pioneers in the wonderland of the Upper Yellowstone.
Several new sources have recently come to light.




THE BRAND BOOK 19

5 Ibid., pp. 2-7. e e
s Stephen N. Hart and Archer Butler thbérb,‘éds..'ﬁebulon
> Charles G, Paullin, Atlas of the Historical Georgraphy

of the United States, the Garnegle Instxtutxon, Baltlmora,
1932. Plate T

6 leam M. Chlttenden. The American Fur Trade of the.Far
West, etc., New York, 1936, p.J0b. OStallo Vinton,John Colter
the Discoverer of Yellowstone Fark, New York, 1926, pp.57-65.

W.J. Ghent, "A Skefch of John COIter,“ Annals of Vyomlng, ,
X, July, 1938, pp. 99-113. ' fer s Py

7 B.u.Driges,History of Teton Valley,Idsho, -Galdwetl,1926
P.22, Donald“McKay Frost._“Notes on Gencral Auhley. the

Antiquarian Soclety. October, 1944 Pp.16- 18

8 Phillip A. Rolllns. ed., The Disgovery ef- the' Oregan
Trail., Robert Stuert's Narrative, etc., New YOTK, 1935

o B
10 plexander Ross, The Fur Hunters ef the Far Wests
London, 1855, pp.ld4. 201-20}, 267 268

“ adr

1 Herbert 0. Brayer suggests tﬁ;t Britisi Sourdes as ye%
unexplored will undoubtedly enrigh our knowledge of early
Yellowstone histary. e e Sl

TS >y 8 . ‘o .
— - — v g . & o o 5w Saalaagis ;8 8 ) o S skes

12 Frost, op. cit. Harr%son Ce Dale, The Ashley~5m1tb
§§p10r3t1ons, Glendale, 1941. K K

. !

13 C.G. Goutant, History ef Wyoming, Laramise,. 1899, p.126
J.Cecil Alter, James Erlﬁger,oalt'Lake Gltw, 1927 pp.66ﬂ67. .
* Sty <

9

Chittenden, Yellewstone Park, P. 40. .



20 TH2 BBAND BCOK

14 Coutant, op. cit.
2 %i.Froatg op. c¢itss pp. 63-65.

16JFrances F. Victor, River of the Lbst, Hartford, 1871,
.PD. .64, T13=TFs 78-91, Chittenden, Yellorstons FPark,- p.27,

17 p1ter, gE. cites P §0%s

18- I.G Elllot ‘Journal of Jobn Work, 1830-31,%-Qregon
H;storicel,ouarteTTy, 03 2 I ;YRR - i o [ S S A e

b

19 Contr1b¢tlons to the Historicel Svciety of Montana,IIl.

_20 B:5. Topring, Ghrpnoilasdof the Yallowstche} Pel4e

_ 2L Paul C..Fhillips, ed., Life in the Rocky kiountains;
“the Journal of ®arren Anguns Perris, Denvsr, 1940, pp- TS 2— 932,

257, 259.
“« = *

el +F. Vagnsry ed., Advertures of Zenas Leanard,1831-1836
Cleveland, 1904, pp. 248-252,

24 BE.3. Tobie, "Joseph L. Meeck, A Conspicucus Personality,“
Oregon Historical Quarterly, XXXIX, pp. 283-291.

25 Osborne Russell, Journal ef a Trapper, 1834-1843,
BOia;,_lSElt_QP_20937”k b

26 Rev., Samuel Parker,ournsl cof an Zxploring Tour Be-
yornd the Rocky Lsuntains, Nen_Yprh, 1844, pp. 37-97.

27'Rﬁ Gll, og. 01t., D h’“51-
28 tbid., pp. 65-840 |
2

7 Alter, op. cit., p. 158.



THE ERAND BCOK 21

50 Victor, Op. Cites p. 237.
’1 Rus&ell; OE. Cito! Pn 980

2 Tobie, Op. cit., p. 305. Tae precise location of the
"Burnt Hole" is not known but descriptions of it by Ferris
and Russel would place it in the valley of Madison River to
the west of Yellowstone Park. Chittenden and others have
confused it with the "Fire Holes" which is unmistakably the
geyser vasins of Firehold River,

23 YW.T. Hamilton, gg Sixtg Years on the Plains, etc.,
Hew York, 1905. p. 94.

4 Russell, op. cit.s pps 99-108.,

55 Hiram M. Chittenden and Alfred T. Richardson, etc.,
Life, Letters and Traveles of Father Pierrs Jcan De Smet,
Cleveland, 1905, pp. 216-22b.

36 Chittenden, Yellowatone Parky; pp. 49-50.

37 @ontributions to the Historical society eof Montansa, VII

38 Toppins, EE. Cit. ] p. 25.0

29 J.W, Gunnison, History of the Mormons, p. 77.

40 Caittenden and Richardson, bg. cit.

41 yar DBepartment Records,

A% Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana,I.




