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THE I.JiURID OF COLTER'S HELL 
by Merrill J. Mattes 

Yellowstone National Park was ereatea on March 1, 1872, 
when President Ulysses s. Grant zigned his name to 11a Bill to 
set apart a certain tract of land lying near the headwaters 
or the Yellowstone River as a public park •.• and as a pleas
uring ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people." 
The ?5 years which have elapsea since that date have witnessed 
the steady development of that park as the greatest touri~t 
attractiou in the world, culminating nith the prospect ot 
nearly one million Tisitors in 1947 alone. It is a histori
cal paradox \hat this region ~:as visited by Vihi te men and its 
strange phenomena was described over k> years before the 
first bona -fide tourist arrived on the scene. Geography and 
politics both conspired to delay him but an even great ob~ 
stacle ~as interposed. Such a region, as reported matter-
of ractly by n rev obscure trappers and prospectors, could 
not exist because there were no geysers or glass mountains 
east or the Mississippi. It was ''Colter's Hell,'' a myth. a 
legend only. until the period 1869-?l uhen a series of pri• 
vate and official oxpedi tions conclusively established the 
autheniicity of the geological wonders, the simple descrip
tion of ,.hich 3ounded like a description of Dante's Inferno.1 

"Merrill Mattes has been tho very successful custodiax.1 
of the Scot~s Blutf National ~onument in Nebraska and has 
reoent.J.Y. been delegated to ma.Ice survets of historical sites 
in the MissoUJ.::.ci :varrey wate~ shed.which would be effected 
by the proposed developme]l t of the Missouri River. 

No. 



2 'I H i ERA.Xu BOO~ 

Eehin:l the le{;,er..d of Colter•~ noll is tb.e documenta:-:, (;,id
ence of actual Yollo· .3tone; Park "visitors" during tr:e ~e,eral 
decades prece inb tne official "discovery.~ It may be fit~ing, 
at a time ~hen reco_d a~to-borne cror.d~ arc gapin~ at t~e mar
vellous sho~ of \lhich Cld ~aithful i~ th_ otsr performe=, to 
call the roll of tLose privileg~- oo=tal~ ,.~o attended ~he 
previe':-. 2 

In 1797 David Thon:pson. a Eriti=h fur trader and explorer, 
arrived at the Mandan villages o~ tht? i\1issouri .diver, an, be
gan to press the natives for infcrmatior~ rela,;ing -io tr.e un
kno-;;n territory to the hest. In Th .f'sonrs notes arpear~ the 
earliest :-ri t ten reference tc the "1ello-;; dto~e. 11 French-Ca."1-
adian employees of tt~e North ":iei;t fur C<..i!lpan~,, nr:o rangad far 
f2.Ild ,ide in their ~uest for b~aver hi as, may ~ave be~~ the 
first :1hi te men to reach Yello:-,stone Ri ,~r, fc:- 11.rtcc.:J Jt1W19" 

or "Yellor. Rock" , as part of their ~ orkint vocabular:, b..::fo::-a 
:t;t.oc:.ps_on r~achc.:i thu ~andans. L-icy dia.."l 't in,e!:t the ~e.c..t-, .~or
ever, but translated. it from the Indian eqw. valent, the •. _1r.

neta=ae versioI! of nhich is '1i.li fsi & da si, '' or "rtocl<' y,..1-
lcw River.'' General Hiram :.:. C!li tte:.!den, who "ilrote the first 
standard history of Yellowstone ~~k, holes that tte ultiraate 
origin of the name could only come fro~ th~ brilliant and in
finit~ varieties of yello~ ~~ich do~inate the cclor ocheme 
of 1ihe Grand Cai yon of the Yellof!stone. 3 

During the :;inter of 13c4-05 t~e Ler;is and Cler~ ex
pedition n:in tered at t~e i.:andan vill~fes near the n::ou • :i of 
Knife Rive!"',r.her'o Tha:;so=. had stopped i~ 1'197. • .. hile t:~er-e 
~aptain Le-is improveu his tim~ by compiling a report and 
dra~inf a map of the ~estern country,ba&od lareely on data 
provided by his friendly hoots. Al though this map ·::ac u.r.der
standably inaccurate in many re.:;pect .... ,it indicatet... a previous 
kno~lsdfe of tbe Yello~stcne Rivar.as \.ell as its sulphurous 
tributary, the "Stinking 1:atar, 11 r:t.ich i~ no-:-. morE: decorot..:.ly 
knccri as tr.e Shoshone. The ex~cdition contin~ed on up tne 
Missouri rliver to Three Forkc, and thence ove~ t~e Oon
tinental Divide via Jeffer~o~ Fer~: ana its tributaries. 



E C '- :: 3 
... - .. - ...... ____ , .. ---- ·-· ... 

Upon the retu~n trip ~n 1806, :-;fter , 1intering at Fort 
Clatsop !", t t:\e n:ou t:. o~ tte Colllf.':bi a, the Le,;:-i~ and Clark 
expedition di videu lin oraer to explora the countr;)'' more . . 
thoro~grrly. Clar!~ .und6rto9k to detarn:ina t:ie sourco of the· 1 

m.~·ste.·ious Yellm·. stone. Cn July l:> ~.;i th e laver. ,;,hi te m,311; 1 
• 

~ .. . 
t~~ Indian 7oman bakaka,ea and her baby, the cavalcade , . . 
crossed Boze~ar. ~ass,~hic~ marks the devict~·bet7een the 
Yclllc:;;st.on~ and tht: Gailat~L Fork, ·a.110 raac=ie-=.· the: site of 
prasen~ Livincston,~ontana: .Th~re rs no indic~tion that 
Clark sus:pc.ctc.::. :-h!:it :-·o:-.C::...,rs la: co"'.lc ..... alad b.;h i::d the sno,.1y 
mountain t'."all to t.h0 so1...tt.·,· and· lh . .,ini_:. in a n.urry, ht, passed 
on donn. tho °'l:dl~o- stone, ,•ith e,lory 1:;;nough for one; expedi-
t • • "t • • • T • l 1 tl-- • ... ).. f th· v 11 1On. .--1 1:.;r reJO1:i.1!l~ ~t- 1c ..., o-: i!..., :nou ...... o .:.. ... e o"-
S"i;One, the expeaition padal~a S77iftly do;-n the i~.isS-ou.ri iio . 
r .... ect~ ~t. Lot.:.is, ana rui: or t t:ie t. ucc-.:..,.:; o:: th,J 1:,ntvrpris..,. 

1r.~ this sa.1:'.& Y~ar Lt. Zobulon t11- FikJ ..;Xplo!'e:d up th~ ., • 
Arkansas River, and e1iscovero~ th::: Coloraao Paak 'VlhichLi!t!nor-
talizes his naoe. The fficial mo.p \.t.ich he ;,repc.red p-L.r-
porteJ to locute the haadrate-rs of ti1e Ycllo..,.:stona, '\,h.ich be -
claims to have seen frore the summit of an unidentified woun-
tain. Certain oafs put out.by the early Sraniards,operating 
o~t of Mexico, ~eemea to nupport t~e Fike ~tory,bu~ it soon 
develofcj that he rr:i::;ssct t!:_e marl: by ,it least t':"Q hundred 
mile .... It -r.as fateu t!lat·tta ach1al disccvery of ·the U per· 
Yellor1cton~ ,,ab to be made·,no.t by any o..tficial_eA1,>t;...lition, • ... 
ht~t by an ~bscur-~ fur tra;pe:-, -:-·ho ·,·a::, looki:ig for Indians; 

' 
John-0olter, u W.~uber-of th& Le.iG and DlarA eApedition, 

r;av the fi.=-st -;:-hite me.n tr en'ter tho confines of the present 
Yello,stor..e National Pa_~~:. T._i~ iti a theor~· only but it is a 
plausible one. \':e knoV7 little about Colter b~yond ttie meagre 
testimony of his contemporaries that te was sturdy, honest, 
and energetic, bcr11 in Virginia and rained in ::e!ltuckJ, a 
frontit::roman in the true t1·adi tion o'!: Daniel Boone. He was 
about thirty yee:rs of age when the bome1.:ard-boun:! e.xpec.i tion 
reacl.leJ tl1e A.o.n.dan villages, and he r;as gran teC: par .. :i ~si o.q to 

... 
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take his leave and join tvo hunter~ ·.·,ho nJre headed ups"'"re8I!'. 
for beaver hides. In tht .Jumme:- of 1807 lVianuel Lisa, s fur 
trading expedition interce:ptea Colter,who wes arain paddling 
downstream,at the mou~h o: the Platte River,and for the third 

. -time he TTas persuaded to set his face to the.sett1n 6 S\.lll. At 
the mo~th of the Bighorn River.Lisa built a trading post, from 
~hich Colter r-as dispatched to drum up sane bu~iness among 
the Cro,::s. The cours~ of his subse~uent ,' anderings in the au
tumn &nd r.inter of 1807-0S has be0~ detcrwi~e1 solely on the 
basis of' datu tihich Captain \r..illia'r; Clark, presurnably aftdr con
vcrsatioc ~ith c~1;er,superimposed on his ~ap of 1810, first 
publishE::d in 181'.. !nevi tably Colter• ... I=re~ise ,..oute ta::; been 
subject to ,:;iae difference~ of sc:_olarly opinion, largely 
hinging on the identification of "L~e Bidc.le 11 (or ·'Riddle") 
and ''Lake E~stis" v:i th Jaci.(son Lake on Yelloi':stone Lake, 
resp~cti"J'ely,and the true location of a certain "Boilin .... 51-'ring" 
.:.n.d e ·'Hot ~p:-ing Brimstone. 11 

A co..'.1:posi te o~ th.eo-·ies offered 
by Chit tendcn, Stallo Vinton and ~ .. J. Crhen 1, to naoe only 
three r.ho have attempted the i~poss1blc, is that ~olter fol
lo~ed up the vhonshone River to pre~ent Cody, ~ent south 
along the foot of the Absarokas, up \\ind River to U.r~ion Pass, 
into Jackson Hole(.:m.d po~~ibly· across the ~~t~ns into fierre~~ 
Hole).thence north alon~ the ~e~~ vhore er Yello~ntone lake 
anJ northeast toward Manmoth hot vp~ings and Toier Falls,c~oss
ing the Yellowstone near the mouth of the LJ;.m.ar,thence up the 
L..Jnar and Soda Butte Creek, across the Absaroka l~ount ai r.s, 
thence south to the Shoshone River,end back to Lisa's Fort by 
Tiay of Clark'v F !'.!l er.d Iryor•s F rk. 6 ·Tnis of cour-ee is err-
tirely co!ljectural, bt.t ,;'ie rave encountered no historian:' ':',r.o 
seeks to der.y th~t Col~er did ~raverse,it so~e ~ay,the Yellow
s tone·Park area. It. is, a vource of infinite regret that the 
Clerk map is so va~ue, and that Colter's testimony ~as not 
vritten·up in detail; o~t it m~st be re::embBreu that he ~as 
only incide~telly interedted in na+~ral curios1~ies, ~hile 
Clark and oth~rs prctabl~- discounted. the scenic embelli"3l"_rnents. 
He was looking for Indian who kne:-- v:horo to t,..ap bt_ c.ver. 
That. he was eciuen tl:. 1 ~uccescful in this main ob J•.:c ti ve 1s 

t 
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evid~nt_i~ ~he :r;ich ca:rgo cf turs ich'tisa .tran ..... ortot1 to 
3t: Louis iq J608. Af~~r f'~rth~r exploTa~ions in he noigh
_borhooq of .-\he TP,..ree Foras of ~he .:.~issouri,and ,;,Pveral harrm1-
ir..g adventu:-e~ ith t.he ncstile :Sle·cY.foot !ndians,Jc-.ter in-
aLll:,r concluded .that ·he had ~eeL ev Jryth-ing, r.m -oo _. ·t-'i!rne:l to 
.~ •. Louis, in r,:ey, 1.S10. Ha marrisd and settled tim,n· fn ·he 
li ~- le ~village of .Charette, :.:issouri .. 'iii t~ ea reluctance 
he .. turned do.;:n en'. ·o~portunU:,y.: .to join- --the"' s'tor:i:an e:x-pe 'i tion 
which passed by in 181._l; ·and in 151J he diea., ironicall-:f 
ehough, from "j aunai ce. :•. ' • .. 

After Colter's swift Journ9:., several h'i.S t.ori,cally -impor
tar: t c.·•! 3ditions passed clos_e .tc- 1:he fc1? r • p3.rk bound· i<les. 
In 181c Andrew nenry,, uotly purs1:ed. by Eluc:'feet, .a·n..e~··r,1•lth 
a gr9up of trappe1·s souti:Test ~-Om T:h-r-~e .lfll> ·ks'".acros tt1~ 
Divide to Henry's Fork of the Sn<.1l<:t:1. lt..e~r.1~i ·t.or1~n·1ru;:r1.ent 
there, wa~ tha fi~v t .wncrico.'ii~· estu'bJ i .... l.!ntn".t on the P~'<?iftc slope 
of the continent. Some ·nri ters h!'IVA -reasoned that Henry and 
his men p_·obe.bl.y b.,q;,lorecl trJ.COl!~t:j· .. :itb!n.l! ;,.ide• adi'.l,., f 
the Teton.:1, out any.belief th:::ti.. they tottc .. 1e Y0llotrnt6nt}~furJ 
1s, agai:!l, conjec tu~al. 7 In tne spring., of 1811 HJe1h·y\,,Jre1Jurnel 
o.o·.;n the :.1is:::ouri, '.:hi le .three cf hi.is. rr.sn, I. cJack, R8\H::'lse .. ano. 
.Reznor, . ,,en t eustr.Gr:1 vi 8 Tete!!. Fass, !ack~on nO:l~ ·an• !'Togr1oteo 
IJass. .At the mouti. of the :~iobrero. ihver, .the~e -.men-ran into 
the large expedi ~ion e1spatche11 b:,· Jo:-.n Jacob Astor; '-mid •led 

' . by ilson Prico Hunt,t;'lhicn ':vas bound f~r the rnoutn of tl.~ Jo!-
. wr.bia. They v:cre hire .4 a.,; guie_e.s and~ led . th;e -As tori a11s b.ack 
across the Divide via t;nion Fa3s, th'!;;, upper ~reer. Rive::-, 1:oback 
Canyon and Jackson ::cle. In 1512 naber~ .:,tuart and a mi.all 
party left the !1.stc.r1an's stockade on the Columbia Ri.ver liC 

blaze the Oregon Trail from •. e&t to ear$ ma.king one important 
eetour via Teton Pass and Jackson iiole. . 

. .. 
After Col-i;er, the fir~t ±ite man in the 1 ~ark area·m~y 

have been Britishers and half-breeds in -th~ employ o~ the 
Northwest Gompany, \ihich ":":as later consolida·tbd' 7ith ,he 
monc~ olistic Hud::on '!; Ba~· Company. Cn an erplora tory trip in 
1880 Col enel P. ~. N€Jrris, ~hen tuper1ntendcn t 1' tho park, 
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ciscov~red tha following inscri t:ion-ca:rved irl./ in a tr ... e 
abovo tho Upper Falls of the Yello..-: tone: 11J.C .R. Aug. 29, 
1819. ,,9 l'o trace of 'the ca.:-vcd :..ccT-~01{ has oen found by-= 
pre..,,~nt park personnel. 1 e fJ.·om t;hc m terial eviden~e,hol'i
ev~r, the validity of this date is su por~ud b9 the recbrd of 
tt trip made in this year by Donald I.:cK. .. ~zie Wld a t::3pping 
brie;ede to the headv,ator:i of the Snake rli ver, in v,hi ch ref i):r

encu is made,not only to the Teton :i. •• 6un u .. ris-, but to 4'bofli1i • 
fountain:;" and ether thermal pher:-~cen. 10 hat there ··nere 
~ttar subsequent invasions of the parr; urea y Britizh inte -
estw seems a reasonable conclusioL Tr9,(Il our kn~nledgc f the 
t.biqui tous rar.derin~s of the half-breed t:·app~rs, together 
rith churact~ristic traps, pit, loc hut ruins and.other physi
cal reml:lins of consider•e.ble ant1qui ty which came to light 
unen the park r.as later explored in detail. Ho~ev~r,doct?!:!ent
ary evidence of their movements is lackirc,and the signal 
.. or or of nri ting the earliest no~ l dest -k on of tne 
Yello~stone marve~o falls to an .&nerican. 11 • "' I 

The oggrecation of troppers and ·traders mo~r ~is~ori- • 
cally 8!) tho '' ~oc ky i,.ountain Fur Qc:cpany, '1 \¥hi ch nas. founded~ 
at St.Louis in 1822 by Vtil]irun u-=>hley and An e· i" ... nry,has 
ach1eTed 8 unique fame becouse the young-men .. ho became.itd • 

• I 

leading :.:;pirits--James Bria.c;., ... :-,~"'-OC.""S F: wZ atrick, .,1llie.m 
Sublette,Jcd~diah Smith and otherz--becw;ie the~ ·imary'ex
plorers and di scovercrs 01 the oc ,c:, 1 ~oun ta1n :if, ... - . Du~ to_,. ." 
the hostility of the .uricku:ras and _1e .'l.ackfoct on 11hc· Up- , 
p~r Mi ::;souri Ri v._.r, th• trappers soon· div rt- a their atteri.:.. • 
tion to tne C· nt.ral Rocky iVlOUn a1n re'giOh i,t.e'!·e, in lo24;tney. 
di~covG~ .d ..;o~th Pass, Great SJ1:· Lak:e,and the'Green Ri~ei 
appJ.~oacn to JricK,.;,on Hole, perheps comi~g ~i. t .. n a fe:; m leq ' 
of· ~h" P'"c~cnt South Park boundary. l? .I'n ·1324 Ashley insti- •. 
tut ,d t P. "rendezvous system" o"" fur trapping v,heraby the 

.. "' . . - ' trapper~.and the1:-_Indian allies,after their ·?inter trt.p-
ping sca~on~, ~ould m~et the trader~ in some prc-desi~ate 
green mountain .-alley, -;,;he1·e they rjOuld oxchdnge their beaver 
hidas anJ catch up on their roistc:ring amid ,iid c~n. val • 
scenes·.• The ... e is a tr3di tion, unsu[!portea by tangible evidence 
the 3fte the first rendezvous, :~n1cn a

0

'he1d· on 1R~nry's . , . . . 
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' . . •• 
Fork - of~ the Green, young Bridge,&. .. and Fitzpatrick,. b0$h·-des- • ,. 
tined·· l'9r an illustrious fut\rr-e1 hetook themselves northtlard. - _ •.~ 

.. .. • . . • • i 

througr. J?-c·ksoh H'ole into Yell) 11:stone Park, "becoILing fascin- .: .;. 
ated ~"With_ th~ \Von:ders of that coun·try. ~•13 Alas, they v;rote 
no diaries! ' Ind_ee-d, fh-i,dger nas· illiterate, and ~e 'f'Ould 
no~ iqio" even of his•later undisputed visits- to the park 
were it not for others who made no~ of hi& conversations .. 

• :·• 
. ... < .. 

The Wyoming historian-,Co~ &an~, -;lto doe.s not re1~aJ. the ·• -, 
sources of his informatio!l,~s· it tl:at after :Bridger-, 9s· al~ ., ,1. 

lege_d visit to the park in 18?.4, 11;1e ha:•pJned -to be. at ·the -· ~
trading p_ost of the Amer~can Fur .. ~0u1-pruiy on -the -Yel.lu11stbne; ;·· ;.
and there· rnet a young Kentnckj_~- 9c ··1e--:·t • ·e ,_,.,rwn. 7111.o. came;· ... ~...:, 
out to be employed as a bla\. k.-5..1..J. -~·h ~-•-j t_a'., ..,>t•3 •• I",, ,lv1a-l ':r.n>- 'J • 
got the trapping bug, and "Suu.:1 art-::r J, 1.ne'l "be 0ro,,s,ana 
it was while li vir!g with th;;:--e- rs"'; ;_P tr.i -."' ~3 f ·,unc~.r.n •C:::l- 1.. 

portunitY. --to·investifate th~ .,o_"'~:e_•f: •f_,.'.),..,1...d..., ... e~)J-;,s·r:-o.:re 11.3.t,e . .-;1: 
In lat'er·yefars he often talk~;,1 tr .1...r1.rf.i0~r:tc-,.ers:..,ani oti.ter~ •~·l~•H 
about·iaysers.- 0 14 Som~·Arn~· ,.,,-.,..ic')~.:i;:. ... '-'·:; ::: .. ar·.t...a~.f"-••f'U~"-·.;. .•·,G,.;.t 
plied Coutant•,iith this' 51:iOl,Y, l:> ... i,· it~·m;,c':: 1,.("11•1L1 ..mvuri·~~: : :: 1 

field, particularly in vier of tr e fai:-t t- .& t uo ac.tive trad- ... : • 
ing post i$ krlcv:n • to !lave-- exis--;dd OJ Yel 1 0-: s ~..;:l<') Ri ~ei~ be"lr.een-""" 
1823, _':ihetl the ~shley-Henry poB~·~a.s abandoned; until.·1828,_ .. :.l.!~~--

when· :fort·union r.as estah3-t~b~cl. lt is of course.:possible.-: _: :i!.. 

that .LVlelarum was only- 0:10 of- t.:13 r.)a~~ fui~ t1 app~rs who·.-are : .. ::_. 
known t'o• ~ave visited· Yeilov;stone•?aI'K after 1829;but Coutant'~-· 
inference' is ·that·he was an earl:i..e:- and lone d-iscoverer. .,. 

Daniel T. Potts- has been recently identified a~ th~ long-;_·~ 
mysterious ~uthor of' a letter 'T:hiet fj.rst ap~eared in the 
Philadelpbia.Ga~ett~ and D~.!~_&i!_ertiser,September·29;182?, 
which contains the earliest knornn defini i:;e description.· of· the 
l@ijlogical miracles in Yello~atone Park. This db.clli~ent,·dated· 
July 8, 1827 at the "Sweet Lake'' or Bear Lake (Utan.) rendez-
vous and carri~d eastnard for, mailing by William Sublette~:d.es-.: 
cri bes how 'the Potts party ,_the other members of .. which are • 
not identified, went north after the Salt Lake rendezvous .. or..-·.-: 
1826 end,after a skirmish \-.ith the Blackfeet,went up lienry's 
Fork of Snake River, c=ossed ~he Teton Mountains into Jackson 
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··H•le,escendoo ~ .. ~:-e .·d\·e- t.o .t:: Ticinity 6 ·-J.',Mc uce~- a8s, 
an« then desodnue~~ivllovstone ~iver. There is a vivJde aes
cription. ef w "a large fresh-mltv1· lak~ wuich is about one hun-

• • • 'i 

dl' d rri lone.•mct fort:· 111 1;• o •ma as cla~~ n.:l cr:s al• 11 . . . 
a1... l..L\;.l bUU\,ll \H:!~_Uul· l;l lU l ~ .... 1 __ ! vu_,._. t! !.tt,...,..,_ U ... -v-l, 

boili!lg ~-pring~, r::md pots !l.11d sundry sul hurous and earth~ 
trt:i:blir:.g e~plosious. ?ron1 here, robeply th~ :,as~ T!"'umb 
thermal arec, "b.. a circt.i tou. rm.1t:e to the north:.-est 11 a~d af
ter ..J~e mo:-e t.;r:counter ... :-·ith tL~ .Jl:;.ck"!:eet, the Potts brinude 
proceeded to the Bear Lake rendt;zycl;s . 1? The 

1 
r.1hole e::pedi tion 

which b~ so cot .. pactly dcocribes probably cons}lffieC. ailiost a 
year, for the pw·poce of tho t.!'ip ·:'Sv t:1c s~r~tematic collec
tion of beavur hides. In t.1'u rich car co -;· hicn .::>ublettt;.J packed 
east· urd in 1827 must hove bu,~n mar..1 pcltr·ies taken from 
Yello:-,stone 1 -.rlt. 

In 182b Ashley· sol nis int01·sst~ t,o Jededi -:.ith, •'dl-
lirun Subl~tte,ar.d Davi~~. Jackso~,~- e nc.mesak~ o~ Jec=on 
Hole. Potts v-as in tho employ of the~_ partne::-s. .~fter 1826 ... 
there is :io ~"ortI'-v.hi le ~ vi dence of their furthe:- oper~~io .. ns 
in Yello-·ztone :Cark until 1829. In t;ie su:nme:• cf thi-=> y_..,ar 
the three: partners v·ere rouni ~ed in tne vie in1 t~ cf the· Te-

• I t • ,._ I • 

tons,and then the entire outfit moved up Henry's For}: of the 
. Snal{e and uorosc tha Divide to the v.alluys of the )!a.di son 

and Gallo.tin, and then to the foot of Cinnabar • 1ot...nt3.in"' t. ree 
miles above the prosa:it pa:rk N rti~ ~nt!':lJlCe~ Herc the ·p~_ty 

• - ._,T; ~ • t 

was .:tCattercd by the Blackfeet. J0:3eph l. .eek, .. , .. bo later 
achievt:!d ;tame as an cr'--(O'C pione~r,a.~d '\\!!.ose biogr:aph~•,River 
cf tno ' .. est, i& a val~~bla so:.i..,..,.e of info.rmation· oi· tht,. 
moun~oin trappers, became los ► :o: ~everal cays. In th~ 
cour~e 01 his t":;r .. derinf:S beforo rejoining hi·s- cornrad~s he 

• .. .L 1 • • 

. stumbled acrcss e region caut of Yello.":..tona River- ••sr.:ok-
ing 1.'i th vopor from boi l"in ~ ... prings and th.1rl1 in.fi y•'fth :.g~~-E:~ 

. • _issuing from :;mall. era tors n._nd belching blu. flames and _mol-
- ten bri.'! .. tor:e, ''ThJcp is identifiable. as tho celdCE.-visited 

ther!nal .u!•e;;a o:' t:-e r1ir:.·o=:-Flc.teau. Af~er crocsh!e_: ~t.he north
ea.:;t corne1· of me par:, t!1c r~c1 5 &'": ... Zc:;d party ,:::inus trm men, 
crocsvu the Abso.rokus to spend the ~int r 'at Po;;der a~ver. 6 
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''Bridger's biographer contends that the redoubtable Jim 
led trapping br-igaaes 1nto the park ,_n 1830' and 1.831, on both. 
occasions paying hia res~ts to• he geyser basin:, pn. ·the 
Firehole River. In 1832; arter· ·th,a famdus Battle of Pierre's 
Hole west of the Tetons,he is reported to have made his first 
visit to Manmoth-Hot- S'pri:ngs 11Ild\ the Grand Canyon:;17 ,h.ereas 
thereLis no reliable documentation to support thes, Journeys. 
1 t is .d.n-contestable that during the e~r17~ t"830 1 s Br).dger be
came thoroughly-. familiar with YeiloQs~on~rrark_ ,e·~~v~.not 
only the fact of hi~ tnen growint•~~~u~at!bp_~s a_pr~y~icator 
emong those who couldn't eoneei ve of a getsef o, §.ij.; o~~idian 
cliff,but the later•published testimony of un}~eacnable au-

. ,. thor1t1es nho listened' carefully to hi$ :stor!es,~ ~e-igqeq hia 
character, and··gi:lve at least~ proviSionar c1edence -to th~. 
Irrespective otrthe'ubiqUit9us·Bri~ge~. ci~ea sup~lied by 
Maek end the Hudsents Bay Oompttny )O~na!!st·tqrui-~~x~~indi
cate the presence ot Americ-an trappets· on tne ·.4~pi>i~ ..Yello\?-

-r •. stone'' in "the -early• 1830ts, ~ut 'the circun(stanc~s _ar_e ·tQO 

hazy to Wt'U'rant any· flat stateinerrts ~b_o~~ J'ellows.t'on-e ... ~k 
vi-sitors- in 18,0, 18}1 ~~-i-~~8;2.lr.8-1-2-:. , ~· ~ ~r nc; ♦:--\.••· 

Captain Benjamin Bonneville led_a well-~rg~t~ tr8ding 
8lld e.xploring expedition '\"iestws.rd~ ill lH'32 .~ ta.king tl;le .f.irst 
'1agon- train across th Cot1t1.n6n-tel Dividl:f / y~d rem.al~ne in 

. the Rocky Mountain aretl~~ ~835. ~ _:-'@3h1n,,gio~;~vine;•s 
• cl.8.l¼Bic account .... of hls aaventbl-es, first published . .iD. .1S37, 

th~!e is no e11idence t~at Bonneville -~r h+s men pe~eir~fed 
the vastness of_Caiter•s Helle although they are 1",requently 
portrayed 1n Jackson Hole and otlier adjacent areas. ·any 
years later. her.ever. ln·a ietter ~f 1875 pub~ished by the 

.,, ... .. ... ,I .,,, 

Montana Historical Society,·Bonheville states thai, while 
he did ·not~ pers6nally see "the -tliermal springs and geysers 1 

11 - "' ~ . 
his men knew about them, callin~=~~efr locatiQn ~h~ •~Fire 
Hole."19 Baptiste OOohm-ne ts one _or~onneville'~ men who 
is alleged to·ht e visited ilie-geysex-·region·trequentl.r.20 
He personally claimed to have .. ,rapped' .. i11-.. tbe park in 1824 and 
182.6 whi~h. i..1' true-, .would have made li·im clne of-, ishleyta 
young men" prtginaJ.ly ,.and arl .ass.ocia"te Of: Bria.ger, Je'd ~i th 

<'! ;. .. # "" • n . - . ., . -· ... .. $ .... • • • .&. 
••• • .. .. ... ._v , ~ r ,... . .. 

• • • ... r - > 'i;,"' - • t . \.U~ , • .,.. • • • ·" • 
: . ., -· . 
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-and Dani$! T. Potts •. ~The asseci;ii)n ia 0peJ1 1'G :<ruestion, how
·ever. sinde it lacks oonfinna:tion, and Duche:rne oa_s-<:>ver l-00 
years 6ld ?ahen he was in.~e:cviewed~ : .. ·1 ... _ .. _ .. u 'l'~-i t...~. _ 

. _\ .., .... ..... ~ .. ,._. .... :: = J .. M ♦ >· • ~; ~ • i. . \. Li: !. ! ~ . l 

'l'hu:1:far ·-un:til 1832;--~e know. that onlY .. ~agB)ent$-of.'. 
YellowstGn.e J>a±k had- been explo~ed,notabJ,y. Yellowst9nt ,L~e 
and its soutbiand weste-rn"ar,proaches, and,.the Lt,me.P :River 
Basin. According ·to Wa:rren._Ferria, one Q!: the gre~~ ~~yser 
basiJl'S was via1 ted .... in. tbe..:o»r1%l.g hUll' of .18~; by .a prµ'ty qt 
·rerty ·men under a-Span5ard named Alvaris (or Uvarez), in 
the employ of·the Amerioan,Fur~om~any~ -They r@a~~fd t~e 
area by going.-up Henr$,s Fork, later,retu.rning io,qr~en FU.var 
tor the ren~ezvous. This ts·the~tirat definite evidel}.ce of 

I -

white men in. ~he~Fire Hole Basin •. :Aopording to J;lr~.P~ul. 
Phill1~s, edito~~of,tbe Ferris jOUl"ilal• thi~ di~ooverer w,s 
''Manu4fY Alvarez, later ·praninenv ~IL the Southwest trad~_and 
Uni tea St~e;tee conaul. e.t i~lln.ta F~. ~~l"'H~ WP,S,.not one ?f ,P.9p.ne
Tille •e men~ but .. s.ame· .. confusion,has• arisen:'on this, p0i~t~ ~ 
the Paptaih !ben~iona ·him· as ·p__ a~que.j.at~pe· in the aboye
pienttoi;e~ ·letter or remini~c~ce~~ r.--.: ·~· , .~.1 ::.·L~.:,_.,1" 

·,arren Attgu.s • Fer.ri,s,. ! 8.3DElti ve pt New• ¥'91':k '!:tLO; l~er 
• resided in :Te~as, . .made··lli.1t-tirs.t mountain..; jpll!1},eY 'filth ~:bp 

American Fur· S.ompany in 1.8* •I: ~e age or lB~ :~-rarity~ a
mong the mountain men, ~~ t__ept __ es.,_jo~. p-f, »ii. t~~YJ.ls, .. y,hich 
appeared serially in-: 1842..:.~andi 1-8~ in, ith~.., W,!:i!:ff!l: 14-t~r.ary 
MessengeT, 8Dr obscure weekly pu'blis)l-ed; ,1i.J~&lo.-,ew .. , York. 
The piece containing an: ~O\l~t .... o:r,. hi~ .. Y,l-ai t t~ the ~yser 
region illl 1834 .. -whi,9h BPl).e.are.d. on J'uly,•.13.;l842 1 dickno~ a~
tract_ much at-tention a:t: the- tillle,_. except te. be .. pl~!ll'ized. 
by the edi t.ora .ot The Wa,_;.Q'f' N{l~voo,· llfUnoi~-t -4~ ~)lJ:}1~ 
edition of August . .u.~ 142.- -It is .probe.bl.~- th.a~ fthe f~ ... 
rea~re ot -the Fern9 ~ry .l",.8gElrdftQ_ . .1.t .A).1;_1is ... ~- ~e~icuc!L· 

I 
lo~ ··tanta!Jy .. The true 4.den.t.1-ty Qf':.-tb:.tlrJIU,thoJ'.'-,.and -the .... :. 
histortcal-·lmportan-ce of·. his·--ecc_oun~ as .th~ ~irst written, 
des<1~ipt1on- or tho:' gey~1Jra • ( ana: 'the1 aeeond.I wri.t.ten des
cri)tion or any por~ion of Y&llowstl)ne.Park}. by,a.n eye-
wi t~~~ was not di!!cll>'sed until!; ~0 1

, • by ·Olin D. • Wheeler • 
of st.Paul, publioist for the Northern Pacific Rail.r-oad. 
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It was in May, 1834 that Ferris and t~v Inuitt!ls set out 
from a camp west of the park,travelling almost due east forty 
miles to the upper reaches of the Madison. His object nas to 
verify the rumors concerning "remarkable boiling spring~ on 
the sources of the l.:adison" which he got from lvarez 11 men and 
he soon•realized that athe half was not told me.'' His vivid 
description of "colurrµis of· water" and .''beautiful fountains'' 
projec'ting a li intervals to heights up to 1_50. feet and aco.om.
penied by 1'.lo1,1d explosions and sulphurous vapors'' clearlf 
describe one of the principal geyser basins .·though -Jus,t .whioh 
one is of course not clear. 22 It is ironical that this ac• • 

., 

curate eye-witness report and verification of Colter's.Hell 
should be consigned to virtual oblivion.' foi:· over· half a. , , . • 

. .... • "' ' ' . ~ . . . . century. .. . . . . 
-·' 

In august of 1834 a party of 55 ~en in Bonneville ts 6Jll-: , . 
ploy ·1ed by Joseph fl. \,alker, ascended Pacific Creek· trom. - 4 • • 
Jackson Hole and after some debate agree.d· to "move domi. onto.• 
~',ind River. ''instead of descendinb the Yeilowstone. Thu.s 
talker, who had previously discoyered Yosemite Valley. ·an4 
Zenas Leanard, • the· journalist of the expedition, miss.ad.. th~ : 
big exploring opportunity which Ferri's· had gta5ped. 23,. .... . .', •. . . . . . 

After the rendezvous of 18p4 on Ham•~ rork of the Green, 
the Yellowstone Park area may have been included in ·the tarri· 
tory trapped by Bridger and the brigade of about 6o men who 
circled northward before making winter camp at·the ~or~s o~ . 
the Snake. In the ~pring·ot 1834 this group probably·agai~,. 

. . • • l 

traversed the parlt area. for in 1ay. t}1.ey ·were· found: by. a .. • 
party of Nathaniel 1.',yeth rs men at :the m·outh: of Gardiner ts • 
Fork, and later on the Upper Maqiso~. 24 .Thia ~as the last .. 
bunt of the historic "Rocky ·t.oun.tai~ FUr C~mpany'' for .~t the· 
Green River rendezvous of-that year Lucien Fontenelle.pr.ac
tically ·arranged for its absorption by the American Fur Company. •• 

' . 
With Ferris in the rare category of well~edu.catei journal

keeping Rocky hqounta:in trappers is Osborne Russ.ell, a· ria-;i ve 

... 
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of 1iaine who came rest in 1834 ni th Nathaniel \a.yeth and later 
achieved a reputation as a pioneer of Oregon and California. 
His several visits to the park begfnning in- 1835, as an em
ployee of Wyeth and later of the American Fur Campany, have 
been excitingly recorde~ ~n his Journal of a Trapper.which 
was first published in 1914 by his descendants. In June,1835 
hi~ party of 24 men under the incompetent Joseph Gale,left 
Fort Hall, following up Snake River to Jackson Hole. After 
extricating theJnaelves with much difficulty from the craggy 
wilderness or the Absarokas, losing t~o men in the process, 
the party reached an easterly fork of the Yello~stone, where 
they encountered same woebegone Sheepeaters. They travelled 
thence to ''Gardner •s Hole, 11 which apparently QBS named earlier 
after Johnson GarW1er, a.free lance trapper. Passing over to 
Gallatin and Madison :ro:-ks in September the party fell in with 
another contingent under Bridger. The combined forces were 
attacked by 80 Blackfeet and th~ furious melee which ensued 
has also been described by Meek.25 This apparently took 
place in the neighborhood of present West Yellowstone. 

• 1 Before the battle above-mentioned it is apparent that the 
Bridger brigade.which included Meek and Kit Carson, likewise 
trapped the fringes of Yellowstone Park. The trappers accom
panied the Rev. Seaniel Parker and his flathead congregation 
from the rendezvous to Jackson Hole, where ''Bridger detached 
a portion of his command to trap the stream. 11 The main 
party, according to Parker, left the missionary in Pierre's 
Hole and "went north-east into the mountains to their hunt• 
ground. ••26 The details of their route previous to joining 
forces with the Russell-Gale party, are not available. 

After the ~ummer rendezvous of 1836 on Green River, 
Russell was ordered by Bridger to proceed_with 17 men to 
Yellowstone Lake and await the main party. Via Jackson Hole 
and Two Ocean Pass he reached the inlet of the lake nhere 
Bridger and the main party, including the co-leaders, Fon
tenelle and Andrew Drips, joined hin as 3Cheduled. They 
followed along the eastern shore of the lake bo its outlet 
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at present Fishing Bridge, and camped again "in a beautiful 
plain which extended along the northern extremity of the lake." 
Russell describes the lake as "about 100 mile:, in circumfer-

i. 
• • ence'' end "rather in the shape of a crescent. 11 His further 

desor1pt1on of boiling springs and hot steam vents in the 
• ·neighborhood of Hayden Valley places him behind Potts and 

_.·Ferris as the third journalist of the park phenomena. Going 
~ . 
; northea:st of the lake, p:ssibly in the Lamar Valley, he again 

< ran into the harmless Sheepeater:s. who traded same :skins • 
.. He recrossed the Yellowstone ••at the ford, 11 apparently in 

the vicinity of Tower Falls, and travelled thence to Gardi• 
ner•s Fork and ''Gardner's Hole''• The party zig-zagged north• 
ward -.gain over the mountains to the Yellowstone which they 
tollowedd''out or the mountains into the great Yellowstone 

. .. ._ 

.. , . j ,, . 
plain. ... 21 ".! • ••• ' •• 

.. tl. • . ! 

rro.m the Green R1Ter rendezTous of 183, Bridger and f ... ' 

Fontenelle led over 100 men to ''The Blackfoot country. 1' • :.; • 
At 1aokson Hole Rwseell and three others were detached to . 
hunt the headwaters of the Yellowstone. They follo~ed the • 
course of the prertous season to the outlet of the lake, .. ,. 
then uent northeast over the mountains to gain the .. Stink
ing Water'' or Shoshone. Failing to meet Fontenelle ts par'ty 
·a.e agreed upon, at the mouth of Clark's Fork, Russell Slld 
"'hie companion:s were ccmpelled to travel over the \'tyoming 
plaina to Fort \' _illiam, which the company bad erect~% in . 
1834 at th~ junction of the Platte and the Laramie. ~is 
biographer holds,although without good evidenoe,that Jim Brid• 
ger led the main brigade twioe through the park this yaar.29 
He may have approached the rendezvous in the spring by nay of . 
the Madison Fork or the Yellowstone fighting hie way ~hrough 
a awam of Blackfeet, as Meek suggests,but after the rendez-
TOU.S it appears that he headed instead for the Three Forks 
country. by way of Teton Pass. 

Several reliable eyet11 tnesees, including Russell, ,in.• 
form us that the smuner rendezvous pf 1838 was held on the 

• 

. "'· . 

. , 



D BOOK 14 T r· ~ ~ R A 
_,.,;;;; _______ .. - ·~ -- ----------------
Popo Agie, th~ s:;t"th fork of _-,ind River. Bridge::- and his co
horts may have assembled in and trap~ed tl:re .:YellaTiatone Park 
reiion in the spring; but there is nothing 'to subs,tantiate 
the tradition, apparently originating ~ith the.untr~~t~orthy 
Meek, that the trappers''finally rendezvousea on the north 
b)r.k of the Yellow.stone,. near Yellowstone Lake. 1130 The fact· • 
that Meek hiIQ.self tells of the. pres.ence at the r.ende~vous ·of 
various parties known to be following 'the Oregon Trai 1 that ' 

I ' • • • 

year, makes 1t obvious that the tale got tangl~d ·up somehoTT. 
Yellowstone was a great place to hunt and trap;b~t,i~ Tias 
.much too inaccessible to serve as a general lheeting plac~ ~ • • . , . .. 

An entry in Russell~s journai for ·1839 indica~es ~hat 
some unidentified trappers from Fort Hall reaahed Yello~stone 
Lake in 1838.31 Meek alleges that he ~ent alone to Gardner's 
Hole after the rendezvous.later meeting Drips and Bridger· 
..in -the 11Bu.rn't Hole. 1132 This agrees with 'Russel·l's story that 
the main band crossed to Jackson Hole ·and I-ierre 's Hole, 
then headed north. . ' 

\ . . . '· . . 
By 1839 the golfien.era of the mountain•fur.~rade was com

ing to its ~lose. The record of tTIP trapping expeditions in 
Yeloowstone Park this year p~ovides a stirring climax to the 
era of the beaver hunters,,. One .part·y ~of 40 men, inolud,ing 

i • ~ \" - , 

Ducharne pre~iously mentiQned, and the spprsn-tioe tr~pper 
Jim Baker of Later fame,follo~ed up the·Snake River to Two 
.Oeean Pass, then d~scended the Yello~stone to·the Lake,making 

.,, 

a complete II loop road.'' tQur of Mammoth Hot Springs, Sulphur 
Mountain, Mud ·aeyse-r, :Yellqwstone Fal:1s and th.e,.~azzling dis
plays in ''Fire Hole Basin. ,,33 This is the :first ...certain proof 
of trappers' ·v1s its to 11.ammoth and to the Grand Canyon of the 
Yello~stone'altbough it seems probable that both these featurei 
were known earlier. • " 

Another party of. four,including our friend Osborne 
Russ·e 11, set out in June, 1839·, from Fort Hall,·follon1ng up 
the Snake and Lev,is River '"to Le\",IS Lake and Shoshone Lake. 
The Shoshone geyser basin is described in detail~ including 
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_ an ''Hour Spri~';. V[pich_ ~swer~ ,_.to the de~cri_~.tion of ~-~on 
. •.Geyser. From he~e they cro~seq over to Hayden~ -Valley -,.re.., the 

n-.r~' . Mi~way, q'.~y·~~ ,B~sin. thole· I\<>~ng a· ''boiling lake·." ·~robably 
. the. Grand.P.ri~~~ic Spring~ ... Af'~er an extended eemp ··~, t:tt-e 
.. • -; • ". .. --·... . .. ,: . • ~ t ., 

·~ outlet.of Yellowstone Lake. theY. went east t6 tlie bead or 
;:;J ;cl8t,k•s ·to~.k~ t~c~ _bac·k • t:~ ~~~: fe,ilo~atone at th~ foi-_~ near 

_-.,.'l'O'W,er Falls, thence to Gardner!e ijole and be'.c.\t to the Lake 
;i.:~:outle~, ... ~;r?ute 

1
(~eY.··i~~··ev~4"e~9,E1··0r .. ,a ·-v:i}+~e·or 3~ or 

# _ ,- 4QO.-,lo(!g~s ot "Bie.ckfeet that-~~~ .,6Il~ recently 1teen • evaoua.,ed. 
''\,.: In tliei~_oamp on ~elioan Cr~ei<>.. jus~• .. east o+· the )>resent Fieh• 

n ~ :-~ : ing' Br~<Jge ~,~Bl!1P. _ ~o~d; !hey,r,~~t~. ~·~udd~n1Y. ~~s~~1ie·d_ bJ: a' horde 
of Blackfeet ''wlio rent tfie air wttl:i ~heir horrid ye:tls; 11 end 

.inflicted severe,~rr~w nQ~d~.qn ~ssell ~d-~e ~ther. They 
-~o~ght_ off the fnqians witn· 1tii~;rc~ttt~s, b~~.suitere~~gi-eat
_.p~1n ~d hard~hip in; ma.King thei~ w~ ~be.ck· to'_For\ Hall, leav-

-, .'!.CJ~ 1.ti~J t~e pai:k: by_ way· 9f W~s~.:'li~b~-~t'~~is -~e~ and SDak~-River.J4 
. .: i : , , r . ; . . l: ! • ..,.! •I,• ' .-f·,r • --r l ._ ,- .. 4 

.. 1he final ren4ezv~u~. pt t~~ %tappers 1n 1840; agaid held 
on Horse Creek of Green' RfvEir; ·wes. a lugubrions attair,Witb ~:-, ... 

--~.'31'. ~,ave~, .~i~e~. \p::3yiq.ef!O~i ~.~\i }.i 11:le .. of the qu~~ con- .... -
v~ viali~y~ _F~~!i>f~!rr~·. J ~ Des...~,/Ra~ .. 7rie ·_te!1:ture at!rac- , _ . 

. . t~~~ :7i th a ~1119 ~! 'r~r~i,~1.me~tirit( ~on~ ~pe. llS~embl9d:nai- . ':. 
~

1
};leads •. His .@b~~~v..i~, pl_\Ssage .. ~h~6ugh·_ Jfl.ok•<?n Bole br ~ay of 

. , Teton Pass w.as.-as close as ~:tie famed mi3Sion~-eiplorei- ever . 
t th ,.,_'' ·•k· .3.5 • _.,... · -· • • . . ... ii,;.e.1 came o e par • . ,. . 

., ... 11 • • • .. .': :·.;?~",: 

Duting .•~e next ~4. Yt:t~~-.Y~ll9W~~e f~k was .-yi.rtu&µy_. __ 
. . left in primeTal soli~\14&.. There ia-.eVidence ot -.9flb'F?three 
. :visits of·wbi~e men;4uring,tnis ~eri9t,·and one ~t~@mlted 

- • visit whiol} faile,&. •In 1844 ~cor4~ -to Qhi,tencle.n. a_ par,y 
of trapper:B,, identity not disc.loaed~~tered UpJeJ" Yo~Q'!'Stone 
Valley_ fr<W. 1 the south. and. ":pa~sed ~0Ulli.:the~we~~ ah9J:e.. ot 
Yellowl' tone Lake .. to the ou~l..e:t. who~ t~Y had a serere .. bat• ~ ~ 

r .• ,. tl-e w.ith"-the· Blackfoot Indiens,in: ~ld-oad open tr~ct at-that - •.; 
point.:Tne~rematn~.of·the1r olo.•e~,were ftill.V1.s~Qle as~ 

- .. late as 18?0.~•~,0 The! other t~ee .-pedi tions were .. guided .. by 
-~·.Tim.• Bridger.who in 184} hed·sei· up- ,Jort Bridger on Black'lf'-

Fork ot Green River, ~o cater to the emigrants.who oere~be~ 
ginning to follow the Ore~n Trail.: In 1846 e.ccording ·,to-✓ 
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J~e~ Commel, Brid::er_ led a ut.rad-in -expedition to the Cro\'ls 
and the Sioux 11 north up the Green River through Jackscn Hole 

0 and into the Fat-k. makin·t a tour of the ... cenic feat ires befoi., 
continuing down t11o J~llowstone.37 1he historian, Topping, 
who does not indieate his sources b~ information,s'tates that 
in 1850· Jim Bridger,vit Carson and 22 others on a prospecting 

l trip out ot St. Lou-is, "crossed the mountains to .. .the Yellow-
~_ . ~tone and doV1D 1-t to the lbke and the falls; then across the 

divide to the Madison River. They sa~ the·geysers or the lo
.war basinland named the!river that drains tliem the Fire Hrle .•. 

"t . 

'rhe repc,r.'C of this party made qu1 te a st ire in .:>t. Louis. ,,;b 
j '?). ': • 

• j 

Thec.!'atir 11 -made by ~H!ger•s reports a ,~~inly in the 
,f.orm of incredulityfa.6a scoffin~. There were.a fen hLghly 
respected euthorities,however, who took or~dger seriously 
In 185} Lt,,~J ,Vi. aunnisont who had b~en A 'member of the Stans-

- .. 
bury~xploring·party wh!eti Bridger guide~ to Salt Lake in 
1850. in his :Hi.story 1Cf. the foormons ,'- publi~hed an accurate des
cription of the

3
,eyser r~. ion based on _i11.terviens v-i th the 

.. , famous trapp'.er. 1n a lette~ dated January 20,1852,Father 
t De~et located the park correctly by lat .. i tude ... and' longitude 

_and giYes a v.ery creditable description of its wonder~. He 
_ r.r.i tea, .. I have these report - from Coptairi Bri<if-..e1 , .. ho is .. .. . 
faaiiliar w~th every one Of these mounds, having passed.thirty 
yeers or his• lit'e near th-e!tl. ,,40 jC • • 

l 

In 185 9 • Captain • ... F. Raynolds• Topographical £ngineers, 
was orderei to explore the mountainous regions in which the 

• 
1 
Yellow~tol!e,. _Gallatiij ao.cl 1-iadi~on R1 vera :have their sourct;. 

·~~- ~he e.xpe~iUont~e~ @rganized ~ith Br16get•a~ gUiae, ·and nin
tei:ed on the Platte i.R~ er. 1 • In.1.tay 1860, While ·a detach.men t .,, -· .,_ 

. under .J:.i~~te_nant M~adier went north alon@' ttie Absaroka 
~. •. Range, ths main party ascended Wind River. orosaed Union Fass 

then turned north seeking a passase to the Yell-0wstone. Deep 
_A s~ow, however, blecked their ~fforts b~fore tlley reached 

Two Ocean Pasa, ~ they had to satisfy themselves ith en-
.tJ circling ~hp park :vtB.! Jf3.0kaon-1iole,Teto Pass,Hen::y'~ ~ork 

... •• l.r: A • "'" .-. ct 1 .-, ri • t,•. 
1 

_. \ C, 't • '~ ,. • • ii •• ' • ~ '--, ' ... 
• • f ~t· • •t. .... , • ! :! . . ~ . . '-

-: .. , t ,,-::. ... • - ,, • - • ,:, 

n . t :; .,,· ·:~: n '• • ': ••• , J..J 

.. • f .,. 'T' ~ •,: 



E R ND 17 

&::4---a-~1nold 'in, l-ucs ovt:._· the DiY1do. By way or u~e 1 aa1son, 
they rej_oin?d l,laJnadie .. : at the Thr.Jc Fork.., . .d.aynold's report 
and !:la}), \1!'.lich • incluae accurate: de.ta pro, ioec. bi Jim ~ringer, 

• I 

becai.~e • th'~· fi rJt of ficit.l • -·ecogni ti on in ar.y form of tue exis-
- .. • I 

tence of t..nu~usl volcanic; activity in the re ... o .. of the U~per 
Yellor,stdn~; 41Had·it·not bc.::n for-the Civil t,.::..r, uhich pre
vented publico.tio~ of the rdport ur.t1l 1'-;68, final con!'irna-
1:100 of tte i~llo."'stone Far_~ nonders mit,1,, not tav13 b ~n 

post1Jonet fo ... • unot .... er ten ,\.,er:;. 
r 

It :'!OS th0 tli.::;covery 'of• ~old, first in' Guliforniu and la
ter in 0vlorauo, v_11c~. atw•t,&.,(.;. the' 1~0pula".,,1on movint:} . c"triar 

• in grez:.+ nucb rC,o.!'.d diverted ,;hatev.:;r atten'ti n .night c-ther
wise ha\Tti becom.L focuzed on the Yello\stone region. It ;-;a'"' the 

• _£iiscovcry of c.old in ~·;es tern 1~.ontana, in the early 1880•~ • 
r1hich broufh t aboL t tne redisco .r~ry [.]lJ. ..:Ol'lJ creation an· the 
world'~ first natior..al purk. Al· .. oug!'1 : ~re ,..,as aesultocy 
prospec t.ir.c. previoi...s to 1862, it , as in thut ;e~ thut tho 

• ne-;,;~ ·or several major gold strikes ·:,as broadcast and a f1:.ll 
scale stampede to the di(r<:ings beeon. In· the sp1·inc, of 1863 
~t. least' tf:o_ p.ro~~ect11 g partie .... ent&red the park. b.l t~O\..lc}'l 

·they were fevcri s" ly preoc,..upi e<... ~· i th tr e sca:-cr for gold, the 
unusual charact~r of the country did no~ esc~pe thorn en~ircly. 
and th& ·1eader of one p3.:rt:; maqe ::;orr.etr.ing· at'"ih to thP. -first 
scientlfiC eyewi tnes 9 report. Jhis was Wul icir V,a~hing:~oli 
De Lacy, an experience 1 enginee"". Disappoj nt-::• .. in !ii.;, effortc 
to locate.l a clair.i at Aldc:r Gulch, in .:~ugust 18c3 he fell in 
\",i t.t an expeJi tion cf about. 4.0 men. .bound for e>!lU!{e Hi ,·er, and 
was elected. captoir.. Thuir s_earcr bein£ unr....:7:arde , sane of' 

4 ~ _. ,. , • ' I 

the pb..!·ty de!;.t:.rtec! ot Jack.con. La.i.d .. , the othe:?.· s dee id1ng to 
puSi! north.- Froi. -clte. -JW"ct1or: of the Lewis and Sn.alee they 
·,E:;Ot ever- the I·itchstone :t-lateau to dL .. coTe1· 8toshonf... Laka 
and Le~is Lake. From th~r~ tr£y crossed over the Divide to 
the geyc~r bacinu of th6 F1r~hole. Altho~gh profassinc to be 
11deli~r.toa"' :-.1t!i :tat .~ found· th~re,thcy na~tvd no ti@.., 
in sight::iaeing, and left +..r...; park by ra::, of tha Galla.tin. 
hi~ fihd1ng.s in th~ '.'ies te~n aec iion of tht:> perk art: 1ncor-
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--·· .... t • • • * .., ; J r. .. 
porated in offici·a1.,maps whi.ch. were pr-epared sh.O!?:!;ly;) ~[~er.:::..: _. 
his··returnf but la~i-- of opportun~ty to P'-1.blishdii!3:Jpurn,.ai·_, ., .. , 
until- 1876 probably. robbed ~Lacy of ·the glory .of:J>~iig. ec---· ~·· 
lmowledged ·the fi1>st scientific observer and p.i,5:.~ver!:3!. of 
the p'a:rk.42 ' , . • .. . . ..• ... •• ... ~:~ _ 

Montana neli?spaper accounts and reJLiniscences-,_of ·J>ld
tiffiers have revealed that there wer~ numerous prospecting 
e:xpeai tions whicli' •traversed ·Yellov.stone Park duriIJ.'5: fth~, . , 
next five year.s .. ~ II'o be .s~e, the mar./ remarkable f.eatur-es -of .... _,__,.. ..... 
the -area ·we·re obse-r·.,ed, and spe-oula tea. upon, an<;l. ___ ~aj,.9_gi:~0µ ,l?~;t:. 
as tar as the -0Uts.ide world ·)N.as-'conc:erned tli~ :P:.P<2l1?.,:,1?_h:;i.~g_ w,a~ -. • 
still in 'the .-re.e.lm .of,'.. mysteTy.! .T-hB cur::mlati.v~;.,,ieffetc.t ·'91 ... th~ ·: . ~ 
repo'r'ts and rum0rs, however, was ··gradual,ly. '\lo ;y,onvi:g.c_e .in-t 
telligent listeners that no wi'ld tale couldJ?:~.:~,J>er.s_~stent,· 
and that'· thar~ must be. s02ething at , the he~d1:1:e,-t.~~~ •;~f. ~40 
Yell(?ihStone wo:i;•th • looking into., .Tul Septemoo:r\,:·J,~§9,r ;;.:~~ii~ E~ . . 
Folssm,Che.rles W. Co0k and William Peter§qn_p~ck~d .sou,th ou:t -·· 

• • ,.... . • t __ .... ,,. 

of Diaa10nd: ·<H,ty, "MQnta..'"la, v.ithout "dis:tr:acr~ing, ~l,!iju_&hts 1of. .. 
beav~r -hides· o~ gold, for the e:xpre$s ·purpo~e .;_<?f_;~~e~J?,e ~l+~t . 
they could· see- on. the Upper Yello_wst9ne,,_.i:;nd··~re:p9:J?~~-~~ ;}!h~~--.;, ,: 
they.! saw ·,,ithout adorume.nt •. The bri~.f era.~of .:d.et;i.n,i~~J~J d~~; c .. 
covery and· "O'iildication_·of Colter!s i!ell lrlas ga~~ing .• -. ··r,, ....... , .. 

. ,. .. .. ********************* ' .- .J • ~ .... . 
:~ .. -· .1 ..... ·~: ,·:•. -~ ... - .. -:: •.. -c·:~1~<.:.•,.:..,; ,i!;...;..,: .. -
. - ,. ~ 
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1 The term "C.olte-r·rs. Hell'' app¢a~s•-:first 1 i~--j_~t~r6:tur~ 
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; + - . ~ .. • ... •• • : - .., '!_._ ;.h .:: .• ,•:: • -
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- .. • • .. • ' .. ... •• , •• ~-' • . ... . .. . . 1 

eight chapters to th~ 'tr.e--ciisco~er.~d _p,ltase..,detd.;i.,-c~t .. i:q.g ..... , 
his book .. to the memories of .John Colter and James Bridg~r •• 
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Several new sources have racently cane to light. 
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