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FOREWORK

This Historic Structures Réport on Fort Yellowstone Ih.l:.tary
Reservation, Mammoth Headquarters Area, Yellowstone National Park, is
prepared in accordance with Historic.Resource Study Proposals Y’“LL-H—la
and YELL-H-Lb,.
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INTRODUCTION

Fort Y ellowstone is comprised of a number of historic
structures, each of which must be considered individually, and
the degree and naﬁure of the work varies with eache Yet, the
the whole Fort is itself an entity, aﬁd mdsﬁ'be considered as suche
It is therefore felt that the pupposes of this report can best be
gerved by including sections relating to each individual structure
in addition to one for the whole of Fort Yellowstone.

In addition, there are two existing structures related to
military activities in Yellowstone National Park which are included
at the end of this report: a‘bridge ofér the Firehoie River and the

stone arch at the North Entrace of the Parke
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FORT YELLOWSTONE (GENERAL)

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

Classification:

Fort Yellowstone is to be proposed as a Historic District
within Yellowstone Hational Park. (See accompanying forms, maps)e

Proposed Use:

The Fort Yellowstone structures currently house the admini-
stration facilities and provides quarters for National Park Service
employeese It is proposed that this use be continued, with some modi-
fication tending towards more residential use of Historic Structurese

See Proposed Construction Activities.

Operating Provisions:

—

The National Park Service will contimue +to operate and

ma*in‘bain the Historic Army Structures at Fory Yellowstone.

Summary of Proposed Activities:

The amount of edwteenciesssndumescnstswsdasn work required am

- the structures themselves vary from building to building. Basically,

this work consists of general maintenance and repair, minor reconstruction
of various elements, some re-roofing, repainting to historic colors and
same preventative measures to forestall future deterioratién.

Restoration of the general complex should include the recon-

| Struction of the parade ground and cannon installation atop Capitol Hille.



Further reconstruction ;)f the Histqric Scene in involved with the con-
tinuing development and usage of the Mammoth Headquart.ers Area, This
can oniy be accomplishest by the use of a long-range program providing
for the eventual elimination of certain structures, chagges in land
and building uses, and provision for future construction and uses

compatible with and not intruding upon the Historic Scene.

Basic Data:

Re Se Pots: YELL-H-ha; YELI-H-Lb.

Po Ce Pets: B-517 and B-518, (Assigned numbers; P.C.P.s not
yet prepared.)

Master Plan: Yellowstone Master Plan, page 32, Drawing number
NP-YEL/2262-D,
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
[1ENANE e
C OMMON:
MAMMOTH HE&DQUA&TEZ"? ARBA
AND/OR HISTORIC: {
FoeT Yat.f_ow'srona MILITAQ\{ ZEQEEVATIOA
LFOCAT!ON ’ e : S
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN:
YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL PARK
STATE CODE |COUNTY: copEe .
WYO MING °
ASSIFICATION. - -
CATEGORY < ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
m District (J Building E Public_ Public Acquisition: m Occupied ® Yes:
1O site O Structure {0 Private 3 In Process {3 Unoccupied O Restricted °
O Object [ Both [0 Being Considered [0 Preservation work 03 Unrestricted
in progress O Ne
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
O Agricultural & Government m Pork [ Transpertetion {0 Comments
O Commerciel O Industrial [0 Private Residence [ Other (specity)
3 Educetisnal O Military [0 Religious
[ Entertoinment O Museum O Scientific
NER OF PROPERTY.
WNER'S NAME: 4
FEDERAL 2
STREET AND NUMBER: n
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE
HAO_N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
THOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: o
e
b4
STREET AND NUMBER: 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
PRESENTAT!ON IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
-
3 n
DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal O State O County -0 Local z g
DEPOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORODS: ‘I: z
ol
. %lc
STREET AND NUMBER: p m
. o
z
STATE: cooE T

CITY OR TOWN:
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'“E\Z«,‘-"DESCR!PTION IR e T e

!

(Check One)
m Excellent O Good {0 Fair [ ODeteriorated [ Ruins [J Unexposed
(Cfgeck One) . (Check One)

M Altered . {TJ Uncltered [ Moved a Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

FORT YELLO WSTONE PROPER ORBIGIVALLY EY-
ISTED WITHIN THE BOQNDAEIES SHOWN ON THE AC -
COMPANYING RISTORICTBASE MAP, ALTHOUGH THERE
WERE A NUMBER OF ANCILLARY STRUCTUORES LOCATED
OUTSIDE THest BOONDARIES., THERE ALSO EX -
ISTED A NUMBER OF CONCESSIONERS' RUILDINGS
IMMED IATELY ADJAGENT TO THE FORT,

AT T4E TIME TFTOLRT VYELLOWSTONE wWA< Tuel-
EO OVER TO THE NATION4L PAREK SERNICE 10O
IS, T CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY 20 _Maumw
STRUCTURBS |, INALU DING TROOP AND OFFRIGERS .
GU&QT'E-QQI A CHRAPEL, A H—osptTAC., WATERER ZEQEE,“
YOIRS | ST4RCES, ETZ, THE BOILDINGS WERE.
PRIMARILY OF EITHER FRAME OR STONE Mdisowry
CONSTRICTION. THE <TOME TSTRICTURES WERER
THE LAST OF THE STRUCTURES TO BE Bolur
BY THE ARMY AND AREB PARTIGULARLY NOTE-
WORTHY, THESE WERE OF GUT SANDSTONE., WITH
TILE ROOFS , UNUSUVAL BOTH IN TERMS OF DOR-
ABILINY AND APPEARAMCE, BUT PARTICOLARLY
APPROPEIATE FOR THE LOCATION AND WAE
WEATHEZED THE YRARS WELL. THESE STRUCTURES
CONSISTED OF!

L U.6. BNGINEER'S OFEICE ¢ BUWDING®3G),
. OURRENTLY IN USE AS A RANCGER, STATION,
2. BACHBLOR OFFICERS! GUARTERS ( BLpGtl)

QURRRNTLY IN USE AS A VISITORS! cENTRR
2. OFFCERS' DUPLEX ( BLDG. 22D LUERENTLY

IN VSE AS Rm<KIDE NCES. | -
4. COMMANDING OFEICER!'S QUARTERSC BLOG.#3)
 OUBLBNTLY IN U8B  AS PARK SUPTS BESipencs
5. TWO- COMPANY BARBRACKS CBWG. & 36)

CUBRENTLY INM USE AS PARK SERNICE

ADMIN ISTRATION RWLDG. .

. BLALKSEMITH SBOP (RLbG £37) STILLINM
| VsSE. - A L
¥ 7. 2 CAVALRY <TABLES( BuDas'%q-€ o,
| PosT CHAPECL C.Sc,oc"." \7) ~ Cj
THESE BUILD INGS QARE AL STiLe 1A rz\usmmq.
BYCEPT FOR THE HOSPITAL, WHICH WaAS 2AZED IN |1

CONDITION
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

ETSIGNIFICANCE -

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[J Pre-Columbion)| {30 16th Century O 18th Century ﬂ 20th Century
[ 15th Century {0 17¢h Century Rl 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education [ Politico! (3 Urbon Plonning
O Prehistoric [ Engineering [ Religion/Phi. (3 Other (Specity)
[ Historic O Industry losophy

O Agriculture [ tnvention {3 Science

m Architecture [ Londscape O Sculpture

O An A Architecture " [ Social/Humon-

[ Commerce O Literature " itarian

[0 Communications m Militory O Theoter

[0 Conservation O Music O Transportation

" ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

FORT YELLOWSTOLE WAS ESTABLISHED O MAY
W, 189]. IT IS ONEB OF THE FEW SURVIVIUG
Hieroeic MILITARY  INSTALLATIONS TYRiCAl OR
THE OLD WBST THAT REMAIV RBLATIOELY
INTACT., <STRULTURES SUGH AS TH&E FUAME
DFvicars AUARTERS ARE TVYPICAL OF OTHER
Sver  STROoCTLRES TRROVQHOUT THE NOCTHWEST,
BUT  wricH HaLE eITHER 83.5»4 DESTROYRD oK
GREAT LY ACTRRED. “THE ~STOVE® STRUCTORES
ARE ARCHITECTORALLY s‘éUCFIM% o'z:'rﬂmﬂ—
THEIR OWN RIGHT, B Tas SBew DESIGN

= AND WORKMANS RIP,

ADDITIONALLY | Foer Y= v..c_owsrooe.

NEAD chAaTE..aE.o THE ARMY TROOPRS
BESPOUSIBLE FOR THE ADMINISIRATION
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE FIRST OF
0UR NATIOVAL PARBRS oDueiNg ITS
FORBMATIVE VEARS., FOLLOWING 1ITS TRAS-
FER TO THE NEWLY-CREBATED INVAMODAG
WVARK SERICE N 1218, T conTIVUERD
TOHOOSE “rNE MBN RESPOUVSIRLE Foe.
MANY OB THE PoLICIES THAT SHARPED
THE <SUBSRAQLEGUT peyeLop MENT 01-‘ 'rwe.-
NATIONAL PARK saewcz
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}"MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

—

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

SAN FRANCISCD

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES !
- DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
. R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
|Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 4q.o§.4, - 31%04,7,.01. ° . . ° , -
NE B8 oSB .40 - (110 o0l .42 -
SE 4.4 O“ » ‘s - l'o oa,’ 'a_z-
SW M“?se"s - | 1D 082, . 0.
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 78 W
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY ’ CoODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
NAME AND TITLE: - - . . —
DAVID (. BATTLE , HISTORIC ARCHITSCT a
ORGANIZATION : i - DATE
NATIQAAL PARK SERNICE, W.&.C, ’ ¢
STREET AND NUMBER:
4SO CGOLDEN GATE ANENUE | BOX 3LO2§S
CITY OR TOWN: " ISTATE CODE

-C.;A-(.\ Ja.1 02

TE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION |

N

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and ﬁrocedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State [ Local [

Name

Title

b T

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION. =i

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper ot The National Register

Date

SNOITLODONYWLSNI
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‘ Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
July 1969) - . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER.OF HISTORIC PLACES [cvvNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number a!l entrlos) |
", DBSc2IRTIoN ‘ '
—DTHEE 2SEMAINING TFOBT YEWLL OWSTDNE BUILDINGS

INCLUDE

L. & OFPCERS DUPLBAES CBLDYS, % 41830 £7)
CURRENTLY IN USE AS pem<iDEMCES ,

Z. ADMIN (STRATION [OUILDING ( BLDG, £8)
CUBRENTLY IN USE 4S 4 BESIDENCE,
2. 157 GAUBDWOUSE (BLDG. #9) CURRSBNTLY
\WUSE. AS 4 RESIDBENCE. |
4. GQUABTER MASTER EBuPLS ( BLPRGS. 10, 1lgR)
CURRRNTLY LU USE AS PUABY RESIPENCEL |,
€. 22 G4ueoniUlE (BLDLM13) LORREUTLY
LN USE AS . PARK JAlL .
Arands g e o Ty
G (HOSPITAL SGLS  QUARTERS J (Bedg. 14-)
CULRBUTLY U USB AS A RESIOBULE
7. MORGUE. (BLD, ko) CUZEELTLY 1R .
. USB A5 A RESIPENCE _
8. V4Ri0us STABwe2 g sHEDS CBLPGS, 19
w,_z,. 22, 28 S
R N.CS QLaerERS C BLDGS. B0, 2, 32, 33)
~ OORREUTLY 10 USE AS RESIOBUCLES

o 24 PrwerHosE CBLBG.ST) STice
W Ve LEmERGELUY ONLY ?3

. MOST 6F THE 00TLYING TACILITIES HAUER
- P\SARPPEARED, ALTHAUGH ONE. 9F THE RESEVOIRS
AND THE FOET ceMmeEreRy oSN REMAIN. VERY
FEW OF YHE ®©ARBLY CONCESSIONERS /' BUILDINGS
BEMAIN, ALTHOUGH THE PEESENT COUCESSIOUERS
_GONTIUUE  TO MAINTAIN FACILTIES IN APPROY -
MATRYY  THE SAME LOMTIONS, |




HISTORIC DATA:

:Detailed History of Fort Yellowstone:

(To be prepared by Erwin N. Thompson, Historian)
it hey Quilingy Bacnne Guuslonsd K for nofrismeFersst

Nlustrative Documentation: _

(For informational purposes in ’c;his first draft, the following
~ drawings are listed and included herewith, for possible inclusion in the
 final report:
Ne Pe Se 101/L1966: 1909 Map of Fort Yellowstone Military Reser-
vation prepared by the Corps of Engineers, U. Se. Armye.
Ne Pe Se 101/41967: 1911 Map of Fort Yellowstone and vicinity
prepared by the office of the Constructing Quartermaster, Fort Yellowstone.
Original blueprints used in thé construction of most of the
Fort Yellowstone buildings are included w1th each individual buifiding
reporte |

J————

Early photographs of the indlv:.dual buildings are with each
inci%ridual building report, and have been obtained from the following
sources: | |

UEarly Pictures, Government Buididings, 1886 to 1912';, an illus-
trated maintenance record prepared by the Office of the Quartermaster,

- Fort Yellowstone, 1909+ Item 167, Yellowstone Architese.
A register of Yellowstone Park buildings, begun November 19L3.
Two albumbs of project construction photographh ca. 1930 -

1936.)
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ARCHTTECTURAL DATA:

VT
cW""ﬂ
s Description:

Fort Yellowstone lies in the northwestern part of Yellow-
stone National Park, just east of the natural formation known as

the ®Mammoth Hot Springs", and approximately ten miles south of the

tSTmouuRas ¢ %

toun of Gardiner, Montana. Tﬁe Fort proper originally existed within g
the boundaries shown on the acc;ompanying historic maps, although there :"_ E
weré a number of ancillary structures located outside these boundaries. gg
The bulk of the structures, however, were located in the immediate ;‘g
vicinity, at the eastern edge of what is called the "Hotel Terrace". 33
Thére also existed a mumber of concessioner faéilities imed;ately §§£
adjacent to the Fort. Thés area generally comprises what is now N,g
commonly referred to as the "Mammoth Headquarters Area!" of Yellowstone *fs -5
National Park. » , o _ . - 3!’
B Fort Yellowstone was not a fort:;.fied post, having been es- 3;
tablished after the period of great western expansion and consequent °§
Indian wars, and a successor to Camp Sheridan. In this respect, it E:i
bears no resemblance to the ba.rrii:aded structures complete with block=- g;s
*¢

houses and ramparts so often depicted in western movies but in fact
€A BLockuoUSE WS CoLAruergd ATDS CAMmCL Witk

" typical of only a few nﬁ.htary postse 4 Tts layout is not unlike a

nmumber of the other forts established throughout the Northwest, al-
though these generally tended to be organized around a central parade
ground, rather than to the side, as is the case here. Perhaps 'Fort.

Yellowstone's most umusual quality is its permanence. The lifetime

+0f many western forts could often be measured in terms of months, or . o .z

at best, only a handful of years, and their structures reflected



their temporary nature. As a result, there is little or no trace
remaiﬁing of many of these posts. Fort Yellowstone is one of the
few military posts vmame established in the late nineteenth century
to retain most of its major buildings in their orginal appearance
and location,lahd i$® typical enough of its kind to be exceptionally %
important in presenting this saga of United States History to the )
;public.

At the time Fort Yellowstone was turned over to tﬁe National
Park Service in 1918, it consisted of approximately seventy military
structures, including troop and officers! quarters, a chapel, a hos-
pital, water reservoirs, stables, shops, etc, Some of theme-buildings
were similar to structures in other military sdomoorecooc install-
ations in the Northwest. In particular, buildings nearly identical
to the Double Officer's Quarters, (Buildings L-7) were constructed
at Fort Spokane, Wahsington, and Fort Lapwai, Idaho. —

The buildings were primarily of either frame or stone masonry

o

constructione The stone buildings were the last of the buididings to
be build by the'Arm&, and are particularly noteworthye These were ‘
of cut sandstone ua;ls with tile roofs, unusual both in terms of
durability and appearance, but particularly appropriate for the
"location and have weathered the yeais welle

A list of the Fort Yellowstone structures still in existence
is as follows, in order by National Park Service building register

mmb ers, and will be dealt



in'.th in greater detail in succeeding sections of this report:

Te

2.

3.

8.

9e

10.

1.

12

130

kL.

16.

Te

Bachelor Officers Quarters, currently in use as a

visitor center, muserum, and quarters, Classification:
843.
BR.

Double Captain'!s Quarters, currently in use as staff

quarters. Classification: ' BB.

Field Officer's Quarters, currently in use as park
superintendent!s quarters, Classification: BB.

Double Officer!s Quart ers, currently in use as staff

quarterse Classification: BB,

Administration Building; currently in use as staff

quarters. Classification: BB.
Gaurd House, currently in use as staff quarterse
Classification: BB.

Commissary, currently in use as duplex staff quarters.

Classification: BB. e o —

Quartermaster Storehouse, currently in use as éiplex

staff quarters, Classification: BB.

: Granary, currently in use as duplex staff quarterse

Classification: BB,

New Gaurd House, currently in use as jail and quarters.

 Classification: BB,

Hospital Sergeant's Quarters, currently in use as staff

quarterss Classification: BB.

Hospital Amnex; currently in use as staff quarterse

Classification: BB,



17

19.

20,

22,

2.

25,

27,

26,

38.

3k.

35.

Chapel, currently in us as an interdenominational
chapel, Classification: BB,

Coal Shed, currently use& as a shop, Classification:
None.

H_;__ay Shed, currently in use for storage., Classification:
None.

Hay Shed, currently in use for storage. Classification:

Nonee

Shop Building, currently used as a shop, Classifi-
cation: None, '

"Biastock House": The main wing of this house was once

the Bé.keg, which was moved to this location by the I
Pe S, in 193L and made into a residence. Classificattion:

Nonee

Cavalry Stable, currently in use as vehicle storage.

e

Classification: None,

Troop Barracks, currently in use ‘as a warehouse.
Classification: BB

Cavalry Stable, currently in use for vehicle maintenance.

Classification: None,

Ne Ce S. Quarters, currently in use as staff quarters.

Classification: None.

Cavalry Stables, currently in use as a warehouseo, Classi-

fication: XKMEX BB.
Post Exchange, currently used for commnity services.

Classification: BB,



3b.

37.

38.

39

Double Cavalry Barracks, currently in use as Park

Administration Building., Classification: BB,

Blacksmith Shop, currently used for shops and quarters,

Classification: BB,

Cavalry Stable, currently used for firehouse and com-

munications center., Classification: BB.

Ue. So Engineer'!s Office, currently used as a ranger

station. Classification: AA.

Those sk historic structures no longer in existence

are listed as follows, in order by original Fort Yellowstone register

numb ers:

Se
13¢
16 -

. 224

2k,
29.
36

RABEXGHEXXERE Troop Barracks { €ajot \&ﬁ.t)

- Root Cellar
Fuel Sheds

Root Cellar -

Cavalry Stables (Destroyed by fire in 1907.) ,__

Resdyoir i Bmer 1854)

36-B. Beservoir :us.g cf;u)

3%.
38.
39.
Lo,
L.
L3.
Lk,
L5,

s héo '

* Peamster Quarters {(2utier (‘wi\. |

WOrkshdgs s 1281)
Saw Mill

Powerhouse Noe 1

0il Shed. LtusE { BuiWT 15°3>

Wagon Shed ¢ (10%)

Quartermaster Stables

Shooting Gallery

%
i
1
‘..
P
]
¥
|

: wgon Shed . R T AR <Y N1 l‘hj s, M \:;ﬂ_ D HURI



. : - ;"s‘o) Spﬂ'"‘"

- : (et r 4o
- T 56, Commissary Root Cellar - i‘f; P s
57. Flagstaff <.yt ¥t v . Gt C
IM“’" '
60, Hospital Fuel Shed 583~

o
& . ool ot SusivE s g b G bt

68.
69 Hospital Morgue

Most of the outlying facilities have disappeared, although one
of the reservoirs and the fort cemetery still remain. Very few of the
early concessioners! facilities remain, although the present concessioners

continue to maintain facilities in approximately the same locations. [Py
DROTOGLADHS 6= BISRR(C TTRUCTURES AD ObuEZ- )
SBRE ACLOMPALY WG .
v VBW PaqP— Description of Existing Conditions:

Because most of the major Fort Yellowstone structures are still
in existence, the Fort retains much of its original appearance. In ad-
dition, there have been relatively few structures added in the immediate
gpea (except for concession facilities) and few major alterations to
the original buildings. Perhaps the single greatest chahge has been in |

the street systeme

——

The buildings have continued to be ﬁsed either i‘or"their origi-
nal purposes for for generally compatible uses, with the result that ‘Ehe
basic use patterns of the Fort have been retained, Therefore, the con-
cession facilities remain in approximately their original locations,
as do the residential, administrative and service facilitiese.

The mmczx transition from horse and buggy to automdbile
as the common means of transportation has brought about a change in
traffic patterns, as ‘x.»rell as eliminating the need for some of the original
buildingse To ac;:omodat,e this, and the grfeafly increased Anunibers of

‘visitors to the area, the National Park Service has altered same of the



street locations, and of course, they have virtually all been paved,
Changes such as the boulevard separating the bulk of the Fort itself
from the éoncession facilities are definite improvements, being both
asthetically pleasing as well as functional. Other changes are less
fortunate, being primarily the result of use patterns. Some 6hanges
could definitely be made in this respecte. . The distant approaches to

~the Fort, and the initial views of it, remain approximately the samee

- Some of the immediate approaches to it have been altered; notably

the blocking off of "Avenue tAt", and the relocation of the approach
from the North Entrance.

In terms of buildings, the concession facilities have under-
gone the greatest changes, and are by far the most detrimental ele-
ments in the vhole area. Almost all of the original concession facili-
ties, some of which were quite handsome, have been reméved and re-
placed with structures of little or no architectural merit.

. There have been only a fev_structures added to the immediate
area by the National Park Service. The major ones aré: a utility
building, no. 23; an apartment building, noe 70; a clinic and a post .
office. |

A large National Park Service residential area has been created
nearby and to the east, but this 1ies‘at the base of the "Hotel Terrace",
upon which tbe Fort is locatedg and is therefore generally out of s ght
and presents little intrusion upon the Fort itself. This is also true
of the campground locatéd in the same general area. The only historic
structure immediately affected in this regard is the querhouée; building

- NOe. 560



Of approximately ¥ seventy Army structures at Fort Yellow-
stone, about half rernad.n; Most of those which have been removed were
minor service buildings, such as fuel sheds and root cellars, Among
the major changés, however, vwere: demolition of the first hospital,
building noe 15.; demolition of the second hospital, building no. 18.;
demolition of the troop barracks, building no. 263 relocation of the
post bakery and remodeling it for a residence, building no. 2h; severe
alterations to tt;e cavalry stable, building no. 28; removal of the first
powerhouse; and removal of those buildings comprising what was known
as "the wagon-train outfit".

The plantings begun by the Army (probably as part of W, He
Manning's landscape plan) have reé.ched maturity. In this respect,
the present appearance is probably closer to the visions of f,hose who
planned Fort Yellowstone. On the other hé.nd, the track and the tennis
céurt.s are gone, and much of the parade ground has been reclaimed by
the natural vegetation of the area, - : : —

— The conditions of the buildings are generally goode Their
substantial construction and good maintenance policies are primarily
responsible for this, _

The overall result is a camplex which has adapted well to its
present uses while retailing much of its original flavor as an Army
poste It has reached a pléasant maturity vherein it may contimue to
serve well as park headquarters, yet with some judicious changes and
_restdra.tion, it will -also be able to present to the public nmch of the

original character of Fort Yellowstone during its occupation by the Army.



Photographs of Existing Conditionms:

See accompanying and sections pertaining to individual

structures,

Drawings of Existing Conditions:

See accompanying: NP-101/L10L0, shebt 2.



Proposed Construction Activities:

The immediate construction activities necessary to the
restoratién of Fort Yellowstone are primarily related tow ork on the
individual structures themselves. These proposed activities are
contained in sections pertaining to each individual building.

The establishment of a Historic District within the Park, as

_ herein proposed, involves long-range activities, and the planning for

- such mst be in the nature of a master plan. Because the primary i;n-
tent of the v:.sual development of this area is reconstruction of the
“historic scene, it is proper that historic considerations be of utmost |
impbrtance in the development of such a master plan. Therefore,
history-related activities which éhculd be included. as part of the

~ master plan and ultimately carried out in the devdlopment of the area
are included herein.

To completely restore¢Fort Ielloﬁstone to its historic cenPinieds
Sxassmewsee, rigidly adhering to the origimal a.ppearance"and constrfiction
of each stricture would preclude a contimuing useful existence for the
complex, There are existing structures dating to the Army period
which .are of nc; significant historic s aesthetic or useful value, which
should be removed.s There are some historic featureawhich have been
removed‘:‘which, if restored, would be of aesthetic and functional value,

as well as adding to the historic picture. There have been additions
to the Fort Yellowsfone complex during its contimuing use as Park Service
headquarters wm.ch are pleasing and potentially important in the historic
development of Yellowstone Park and the National Park Service, and there

. are those which would be best done away with quickly., Finally, there



/////are x=peekx future changes outside the realm.of restoration which
would insure the continuing usefulness of Fort Yellowstone while yet
being compatible with the purpose of this report, which is to outline
those aspects of its otriginal appearance that should be retained or
restored in order to best present the historic scene to the publice

Master Plan Drawing NP-Y:ZL/2262-D, Page 32 of the Yellow-
stone Master Plan currently on file at the Western Service Ceénter in
San Francisco, calls for the removal of the Fort Yellowstone complex
as an intrusion upon the natural phenomena; construction of a road
by-passing the area and construction of new administration and visita
facilities,s The historic importance of Fort Yellowstone has since
been recognized and Fort Yellowstone is scheduled for preservation and
restoration,

Nevertheless, there are aspects of this plan whch should be
retaineds The by-pass road would serve well, as it would eliminate the
necessity for through-traffic to pass thrgugh the complex itself. —The
removal of the campground to a location away from the National Park
Service residential areav would also be an improvement, It is also
recognized thaf‘sdme structures,'particularly'those in the immediate
vicinity of the Liberty Cap are indeed intrusions upon the natural
conditions, ALD COORDERATIZO IHOND B GWED W THRIZ REMO04e.

Given that Fort Yellowstone is to be preserved, physical in-
vestigation has shown that the buildings are, for the most part, sound
and compatible with théir present uses, With this in mind, construction
of new facilities which can be reasonably be retained in theif present
location would be a needless expense. In those instances uherebnew

 facilities are desirgble, such as administration and visitor facilities,



their proximity to those facilities which do remain, sSueh«as~tie
Hapohousesy—fire-stabian-etee is important. Since the historiec
aspects of the Fort are to be important visitor attractions, facilities
for suéh are important; equally important is the close relationship
of administration facilities to the warehouses, fire station, clinic
and post office. These are historic uses of the area, and could be
retained without undue intrusion upon either the historic scene or.

;:yhe natural phenomena, |

‘An important adjuset to both administration functions as

well as to visitor usage are the concessién facilities. Concession
facilities have been part of the Fort scene since the Army days. X
Facilities such as the chapel, clinic and post office are provided
here, ad serveid¥isitors as_ueli as the Park‘Service.-endésuupled

- with the natural and historic attractions of the immediate area,

Covcenwd)

there continues bo be a need for guek facilities, It would certainly
be pleasant to dine in a restaurant overloaoking a restored parade —
ground and "Officers?! Row", or to stroll in the evening through the
grounds of the Fort or explore the Mammoth Hot Springs without having
to drive to these locations. The existing facilities, however, are
without aséchitectural nmerit, as well as being outmodeg, inadequate,
of doubtful safety and probably uneconomical to the concessionere
Removal of the existing structures and replacement of new ones com-
patible in appearance and function could be constructed without undue
scenic or historic intrusion, while yet providing important services
té ﬁoth the Park Service and to visitors. Indeed, it could‘be a
~definite improvément. Necessary'concessioher employee facilities could

s:7:be located in a more remote area, perhaps more in cohjunction with the



-

- '/.‘”I\Ia.tiona.l' Park Service residential area at thé base of the terrace.

Sinqnlification. of the street and sidewalk system (including
restoration of parts of the original system) would facilitate a
walking tour as well as enabling those who wish to obtain only a cursory
view of thé Fort %= by driving about the area to do so with a minimum
of interference with pedestrian movements or normal vehicular traffic.
Pedestrial traffic could be accomodated wit{a small number of pedestrian |
crossings; certainly a safety feature insofar as children and local
residents are concerned. The elimination of through-traffic as pre-
viously mentioned would also be a gx;eat improvement in this regard.

The baéid character and function of the Fort area shougd
contfnue to be residential. By the eventual elimination of visitor
contact and administraviun functions from the Fort Structures them-
selves, a greater degree of privacy will be assured to those who live
in thenm, mﬁt‘;s“:im in their preservation by enabling the Park
Service to present the histo‘ric'; scen:e ﬁ)i;e protecting the structures

Fiat® UM il
themselves by keeping them at a distance.

Some changes in the usage of several Historic Buildings
might be made as follows:

1. Bachelor Officers'! Quarters: If and when a new visitor

center is constructed, this building should be remodeled for use as
‘mltiple residential unitse.
8. Administration Building: This building appears lasically

nnsuitable for its present residential use (This should be verified)
and has relatively little architectural merit in the two east ﬁngs.

Consideration should be ‘given to restoration to its ear].ie_st. state
“.-~‘by removal of these wings and putting it to other uses.
36, Double Cavalry Barracks: If and when a new administration

B S L, A IR S



building is constructed, this building should be remodeled to apart;
ments for Park Service employeese

 Restriction of service functions to buildings 3L, 37 and 38
would concentrate these uses in a small area, Additional service
facilities of this type could be provided in the area onéce occupied
by the Yellox~fstone Transpfrtation Coe. structures. This, plus con-
vversion of the following two structures ffom utility to commnity
facilities would further enhance the residential quality to the areas

25, Cavalry Stables. This building could be given over to -

garage and storage uses by Park Service Employees.Giwmeenisiicheeiws

27 Troop Barrackse. The central location of this building
4

#; .
to the rest of the Fort comple:c/ its immediate proximity to the gym-

nasium and present playground make .it ideal foz_:guse as a xR
commnity building. This would facilitate its exterior restoration and
allow interior restoration as well, providing inpdrta.nt community facili-

ties in the process.

—

- Removal of those buildings ‘as shown on the accompanying map

—

would provide open spaces, open up views, eliminate eyesores, emphasize
the historic scene by eliminating distractions and improve the quality
of the environment in general. This would include, but not xeFExIXIIX
necessarily be limited to, the following buildings: 19, 20,3'223, 28, L8,
62, 75, 16, 77 and 784 o

The parade ground is an important element to a.nyv fort, and
without which the historic scene would not be complete. The parade xx
grod.nd should be restored and maintained in lawn. An important feattme
of this restoration would be the reconstruction of the originai flag-
pole. (See photographs of historic structures no longer existing, .

"m0, 57.)



The overall l&yout of Fort Yellowstone can best be seem from

atop Capitpl Hille Acting Yellowstone Superintendent R, H. Lovegren,

in his memo of Sept. 17, 1968 to'the Regional Director, Midwest Region,
proposed a short trail to the top of Capitol Hill so that the visitor
might take advantage of this viewe Both he and park historian Aubrey
Haines indicate that this site was onéc oéﬁuﬁied by a cannon used to
- fire morhing and evening salutese Of even more interést is the féét
~ that around 18 79 Bk Park Superintendent Philetus W, Norris “completed
and occupied a unique structure on Capitol Hill, called Fort Yéllowstone.
It was a blockhouse of hewn timber with a baicony and three wings, sur-
mounted by a gun turre’c."1 (Whether it was from this structure or a
later gun emplacement that these salutes were fired, I don't kaow - db)
The provision of a trail to this side would be quite appropriate, es-
pgcially in view of its prqximity to theiHaymes.fhpto_§tq§io4at the base

of the hill, A parking area to serve both could well be provided there.

—

Consideration might want to be given to thé reconstruction of the block-
house at the top of the hill or of a later gun emplacement (if there was
one), enhancing the scene and providing added visitor interest.

The specific construction activities which have been outlined
herein are intended to fomda baéis for the ultimate restoration of Fort
_ Yellowstone. Those activities most closely reated vo the restoration of
the fort structures themselves can, for the most part, be accamplished

in the near future. All other proposals are intended to be guidlines
for the continuing use and development of Fory Yellowstone without de-
stroying its historic integrity, and can be only accomplished aé policy

And conditions allow.

N e e T L e el

1. Merrill D. Beal, The Story of Man in Yéllowstone, The Caxton Prlntaas,

Ltd, caldwell, Idaho (19h9) pe 2L2.
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Drawings of Proposed Construction Activity:

See accompanying, NP-101/410L0, Sheet 3



FIREHOLE RIVER BRIDGE

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA:

Classification®

None

Provosed Use:

If retained, its present use would continuee

HISTORIC DATA:

History:

This bridge was apparently built in 1917 by the Army over
the Gibbon River on the Madison-Norris Road. (This will have to be
verified.) In 1931 it was removed and installed in its present

location over the Firehole River on the Fountain Freight Roadel

ARCHITECTURAL DATA:

—

Architectural Description:

The 5rig1ge is basically a steel struct ure, with concrete

abutments, log citbbing and a timber roadway, Basically, it consists
- which are .

of two hinged steel arches{ tied together with trussed braces, mm#
. and which support the roadway. The road timbers are carried by steel
beams which are in turn supported by the arches, The roadway is flankdd
on either side with a latticed railing. -The concrete abutments support
the roadway at each end, and the roadway is held in place at the em-

bankments by these abutments as well as by log ciibbing.



Description of Existing Conditons:

The hinged connections for the arches were placed at the
time of installation right at the waterline, a condition which con-
timues to exist at the present time. The reasons for such a gross
error is not known, but its result was the creation of the worst
possible corrosion conditions at the four most critical points of
the structure. The accompénying photographs show the resulte.

The rest of the steel superstructure appears to be in
good condition, as do the roadway timbers. One of the ormamental
balls capping the end post of one of the railings is missing.

The concrete aboutments are badly spalled and cracked. A
cnrsory investigation 6f‘their surface éonditignvgives rise to grave
‘doubts as to their structural soundness., Likewise, the log cribbing
is in very poor condition, héving rotted completély away in some areas
after thirty years of service.

- Provosed Construction Activities:

Determination will have to be made as to whether or not this
structure is to:be preserfed.

Preservation of this structure would involve the dismantling
and reconstructing of the bridge. The foundations for the hinged cona
nections for the bridge'shculd be rebuilt so that these connections
would be above the water-line; The connections themselves should prob-
ably be replaced, as should the ends of the arches which connect to them.

The concrete abutments.should be rebuilt. Due to the fact that
these zbutments do not date to the Army period, and possibly bear no re-

Te T I el



_ éembla.nce to the original condition, and because the logs are so

| subject to deterioration, it is r ecommended that the log cribbing

not be reélaced, The roadway could be retained by either re-designing
the abutments to accomplish this effect, or a concrete beam cribbing
of considerable more durability, but similar in apPearance to the
existing could be employed.

' The raising of the hinged connections to a point abbve

- the water-line would result in ‘the consequent raising of the roadbed
eighteen inches to two feet, This would; of course, have éome effect

on the visual appearance, as well as upon the roadway approaches.



ROOSEVELT ARCH

This structure wés built in 1903 near Gardiner, lontana at
the North En@rance of Yellowstone National Park, Insufficient research
has been done to determine if this arch was designed and/or built by
the Army, but it was certainly constructed during the period of the
Army's administration of the parke Presid'ent Theodore Roosevelt pre-
"sided at the ceremony at which the cornmerstone was laid in April, ;903.
A wall extending north and east as shown on the upper of the two 1930
photographs was removed by the National Park Serﬁce at that time.

See lower photograph. |

Regardless of what ini‘omationl historic research brings to

light, this structure obviously seems to warrant regiSf,ration and

preservation as a historic structure.
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