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Dear Friends and Fellow Zion Keepers,

Welcome to the Zion Forever Project’s 2020 Field Guide.  It’s been 
called a book of solutions, drawn from the expertise of our park staff and 
partners, with the commitment of our gateway communities intrinsically 
understanding the essential nature of protecting the Zion experience 
for generations to come.  

We hope the content and the intention it represents inspires you, as 
it does us.  Our work is intended to help support a seamless visitor 
experience that carries across the Greater Zion Landscape—extending 
from Cedar Breaks to Bryce Canyon, Pipe Spring and the North Rim, 
across the Arizona Strip and the Shivwits Plateau, with Zion as its  
sacred center. 

This is your story.  These are your projects.  This is your heritage.  Find 
what matters to you, and join us as we build a stewardship model for 
Zion’s next 100 years that will inspire the world.  

On behalf of the Zion Forever Project— 

– M A R K P R E I S S 
Director, Zion Nat’l Park Forever Project

– K AC E Y J O N E S
Assistant Director of Development
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“One of my earliest memories is sitting in the backseat of our 1950s 
family sedan as my father drove up the switchbacks in Zion Canyon. 
My little boy eyes were mesmerized by those towers of stone, those 
castles in the clouds. I asked my father who owned this place and was 
startled at his answer.

“It belongs to you… and to me… and to your sister and your mom, and 
to every American,” he said.

I have never forgotten those words, and since that moment more 
than a half-century ago, I have felt honored to be a keeper of this  
magnificent sanctuary.”

– LY M A N H A F E N
Executive Director, Zion National Park Forever Project
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In the Sierra Nevada in 1903, naturalist John Muir and President Theodore 
Roosevelt shaped a century-long movement focused on public land 
conservation.  During his time as President, Roosevelt created five 
National Parks and signed the 1906 Antiquities Act, paving the way 
for President William Howard Taft to proclaim Mukuntuweap National 
Monument in 1909.  This protected canyon was renamed Zion, and 
became a National Park on November 19, 1919.  

At this important moment, now—in our time, where we look to 2119 and 
beyond, all of us at Zion, Cedar Breaks and Pipe Spring invite you to stand 
with us as next-generation founders for our National Parks.  Through your 
gifts to the Zion Forever Project, you improve park experiences today, 
inform and grow park and community leaders for tomorrow, and protect 
park resources forever. Everything we do, and all the park can offer to 
our public, stems from collaboration, cooperation and working together. 

The 2020 Field Guide outlines our principal priorities for enhanced 
visitor experiences at hoped-for visitor facility constructions in East Zion 
and Cedar Breaks, expanded educational outreach for Title I students, 
and innovative research for threatened wildlife.  The Zion Forever 
Project provides a pathway for everyone who has a special connection 
to Zion, Pipe Spring and Cedar Breaks to make a lasting contribution.  
Following in the footsteps of Roosevelt and Muir, join us, in 2020, as  
fellow Zion Keepers! 

–J E F F R E Y B R A DY BAU G H 
Superintendent, Zion National Park
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Jim McNeil & Live Nation 

Amy Rees Anderson
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O.C. Tanner

Greater Zion Convention & Tourism Office 
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Zion National Park Lodge (Xanterra) 
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Zion Canyon Brew Pub 

Cliffrose 
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Trudy Donnell

Zions Bank 

The Gardner Company 

Larry H. & Gail Miller Family Foundation

Springdale SpringHill Suites Marriott, Holiday 
Inn Express & Hampton Inn & Suites 

Stephen Wade Auto 

Merit Medical 

The Church of Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints Foundation 

Jim & Susan Swartz

Domo

Maverik
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Centennial Keepers 
of the Sanctuary

Scott & Jesselie Anderson

Kem & Carolyn Gardner

Gail Miller Family

Mitt & Ann Romney

Carolyn Tanner Irish & Dave Petersen

A special thanks to our Zion Circle Founders:

Kevin & Stacy McLaws

Brian & Carla Donnell

Stephen & Marcia Wade

Tom & Jamie Love

Jim McNeil & Live Nation
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ZION NATIONAL PARK FOREVER PROJECT
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A glimpse at what we’ve accomplished as 
partners.  Together, we’re rebuilding storm-
damaged trails, opening new restrooms at Scout 
Lookout, and debuting a new park film.  

Impact 
Report





Looking Out for 
Scout Lookout 

PROJECT COMPLETED:

PROJECT LINK:
zionpark.org/projects/maintaining-the-integrity-of-scout-lookout

“J ohn was an incredibly friendly person who 
cared deeply about the park,” remembers Jeff 

Bradybaugh, the Superintendent of Zion National 
Park.  A business law professor turned backcountry 
volunteer, John Donnell committed his retirement 
years to clearing brush, hiking trails, and building 
community.  He was a pioneer for conserving the 
Greater Zion Landscape and hoped  to inspire future 
public land protectors, starting with the youth of his 
own family.  Through an impactful and lasting gift, 
John’s legacy includes forever preserving a key parcel 
of private land within the Zion boundary, acres that 
are now a part of the park.  

A short time later, John’s son Brian and his wife 
Carla, who met while on Peace Corps assignment 
in Vanuatu, approached the Zion Forever Project 
with their own contribution.  Informed by their 
international development experience, Brian and 
Carla asked the Forever Project: “What does Zion 
need the most?” 

11

IM
P

A
C

T
 R

E
P

O
R

T
Z

IO
N

 N
A

T
IO

N
A

L 
P

A
R

K
 F

O
R

E
V

E
R

 P
R

O
JE

C
T

 /
 2

0
2

0
 F

IE
LD

 G
U

ID
E

 Creating a new restroom facility for Scout Lookout, a 
stopping point on the Angel’s Landing trail, wasn’t a 
flashy project.  Caught in the deferred maintenance 
backlog for decades, the Scout Lookout restrooms 
were a persistent public health and environmental 
concern and a high funding priority for the park.  
Brian and Carla’s unrestricted giving launched an 
effort that leveraged federal and nonprofit funds, and 
new restrooms were installed in December 2018.  

John Donnell’s life inspired multi-generational 
giving.  Brian and Carla Donnell have made a lasting 
impact on the long-term quality of the park honoring 
the legacy of someone they deeply loved.  As Carla 
explains, “With a little bit from a lot of people, we can 
make a real difference for the park.” 

 As we embark on a year-long celebration that 
commemorates the establishment of Zion National 
Park 100 years ago, John, Brian, and Carla Donnell are 
leading the effort to Pitch In for Zion’s Next 100 years.  
Will you join them, and us, in making a difference?





More than a Place.  
More than a Film.  

PROJECT COMPLETED:

Premiering November 19, 2019 

I n 2018, the Zion Forever Project and Zion National 
Park visioned a new park film experience. Following 

the traditional model adopted by most NPS units, the 
current park film shows Zion’s magnificent landscape, 
as narration and music introduce important moments 
in the park’s history.  While the park film has well-
served visitors for 19 years, telling the story of Zion 
without the voices and daily experiences of our guests 
no longer meets the needs of one of the world’s most-
visited parks.  

Field Guide funding from 2018 kick-started the 
creation of a new park film we believe will inspire 
visitors from around the world.  Blazing a trail together, 
the Zion Forever Project, Zion National Park, and  
Local Studio are producing a Forever Film that will 
debut on November 19, 2019, the day Zion became 
Utah’s first National Park in 1919.  The character-
driven approach of the Forever Film changes the 
discourse for what it means to have stewardship over 
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our public lands, told through the stories of twelve 
Zion “Keepers.”  Climbers and canyoneers, artists and 
Rangers, school kids and long-time residents all share 
why Zion is worthy of sustained sanctuary, and how 
collectively we can assure Zion’s forever.   

“Everything is connected,” proclaims film 
character Angie Bulletts, Supervisor of the Dixie 
National Forest and member of the Kaibab Paiute 
Tribe.  “We’re also connected to the landscape and 
to the trees, the animals, and the minerals.  We were 
sent here to be stewards of the land and to take care 
of all of the resources that are here.”     

Angie’s voice, along with the 11 other Zion 
storytellers, will be shared in the park every half 
hour, for the next 15 years. To hear more from Angie 
and catch a sneak peak of what’s in store, visit the 
Zion Forever Project YouTube channel and follow  
@zionforeverproject to get Forever Film updates.
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With Love from Zion’s Bighorn 
Herd—and Their Keepers  
GIFT REQUESTED: $50,000

PROJECT:
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I n July 2018, Zion biologists issued a Press Release 
asking park visitors to report sightings of excessive 

coughing from Desert Bighorn sheep.  Having just 
received word that a Zion Bighorn tested positive for 
a bacteria known to cause pneumonia, Zion’s Natural 
Resource team worried the spread of this disease 
could have catastrophic consequences. Mycoplasma 
ovipneumoniae has been the primary agent associated 
with major die offs in other herds across western North 
America.  With one of the strongest Desert Bighorn 
populations in the west, the Zion sheep entered a new 
period of risk, especially to newborn lambs. 

As with other species, research and monitoring 
are essential tools for long-term wildlife protection.  
With funding made possible through 2018 and 2019 
Field Guide supporters, Zion biologists were able 
to detect the pneumonia early and closely monitor 
the herd health.  In early 2019, an additional 21 
Bighorn sheep received GPS collars, bringing the 
total number of traceable animals in the greater Zion 
herd to more than 50.  With Forever Project support, 

the Zion team tracked pregnant ewes and newly-
birthed lambs throughout 2018 and 2019 to watch for 
early symptoms of disease.  Thankfully, symptoms 
in lambs have been minimal and sporadic, and to 
this point, the team has yet to record a single death  
from pneumonia.

Through this signature gift to the park, the Forever 
Project family gave the Zion team tools needed at a 
critical moment in the Bighorn herd’s history.  Zion 
leaders are establishing best practices for monitoring 
the biology unique to Desert Bighorn sheep, and 
are filling major gaps in collective knowledge.  They 
are partnering with researchers from Utah State 
University and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 
to document and disseminate knowledge helpful in 
protecting other herds.  With continued support in 
2020, Field Guide funding will empower the park to 
continue to perform crucial research into the future.  
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“Maintaining Zion’s trails takes a unique skill mix of 
masonry, timber, and earthwork. Our Trail Crews 
work tirelessly to reroute trails around storm 
damage, repair eroded trails, and make as small an 
impact as possible on the natural environment.” 

-TREACY STONE 
CHIEF OF FACILITIES MAINTENANCE , ZION NAT’L PARK



Rebuilding Angels Landing, the West 
Rim, and Middle Emerald Pools Trails
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O n July 11, 2018, a summer monsoon rushed 
through Zion National Park.  In Refrigerator 

Canyon, torrential rain opened an 18-foot gap in 
the trail approaching Angels Landing.  An SUV-
sized boulder tumbled through a section of Lower 
Emerald Pools, creating unstable terrain beyond the 
iconic waterfall.  On the Kayenta Trail, falling debris 
knocked out a 50-foot walkway.  With key connecting 
sections of the Kayenta and Lower Emerald Pools Trail 
inaccessible, the Upper Emerald Pools was forced to 
close.  Combined with damages to sections of the 
West Rim Trail, this single storm destabilized four 
popular Zion Canyon destinations.   

On the morning of July 12, Zion’s trail crew and a 
team of engineers examined each trail for possible re-
routings and in the ensuing months, created scopes 
of work for needed repairs.  A 30-foot custom bridge 
was built in Refrigerator Canyon, and 72 days after the 
massive storm, Angels Landing reopened.  To date, 
trail crews have removed 150,000 pounds of rock 
from the Kayenta rock slide.  Repairs are also planned 
for the Lower Emerald Pools section, with restoration 
beginning in the next few months.  

Bringing sunshine to the Canyon in 2019, private, 
nonprofit, and agency funding restored sections of 
two Zion trails that received damage during previous 
severe weather events.  The first two phases of the 
Middle Emerald Pools Trail reconstruction project 
have been completed, an effort made possible 
through donations from the George S. and Dolores 
Doré Eccles Foundation, the Centennial Cost Share 
Challenge Grant, the National Park Foundation, and 
Zion Forever Project supporters.  A grant from the S.L. 
Gimbel Foundation supported improvements to the 
West Rim Trail Complex, adding more than 750 square 
feet of stone masonry walls, 1,500 feet of trail curbing, 
and 500 feet of new trail tread.  

With geology constantly at “work,” Zion Canyon 
continues to be shaped by the forces that have 
created its magnificence over thousands of years.  In 
2020, the Zion Forever Project and Zion National Park 
are thankful to those who assure visitors continue to 
enjoy our park’s unforgettable trails.

GIFT GRANTED: $990,000 from The George S. and Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation, The National Park 
Foundation, The S.L. Gimbel Foundation, and Zion Forever Project Supporters  

ONGOING PROJECT:
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T hree days before Christmas 2018, shutdown 
protocols went into place at Zion.  Employees 

were furloughed, trash collection ceased, and at a 
time critical for the completion of road repair projects, 
payments to contractors could not be processed.  
During the middle of peak holiday visitation, Zion’s 
shuttle bus system was unfunded and confused 
visitors were unable to access websites and other 
information sources because they were shuttered.  
Visitors who had spent years planning their first Zion 
experience couldn’t access the Visitors Center to 
receive important orientation and safety information.  
While the park gates remained open, between 8,000 
to 11,000 guests a day were in danger of coming to Zion 
without essential visitor and public health services. 

Through collective action, a network of state, 
county, and city governments, along with the Zion 
Forever Project, transferred funds to the federal 
treasury to pay for key visitor services during the 

Standing with 
Zion During  
a Government 
Shutdown 
GIFT GRANTED: $146,111

PROJECT COMPLETED:
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35-day shutdown.  For the first five days of 2019, the 
Forever Project fully funded opening the Zion Canyon 
Visitor Center, supported a small number of Rangers 
on duty, maintained restrooms, and kept trash 
collection in place.  Xanterra, the park’s concessioner 
for Zion Lodge, lent a hand by covering restroom 
maintenance at the Lodge shuttle bus stop.  While 
other parks around the country suffered resource and 
facility damage from unmanaged use, this investment 
to protect Zion at a critical juncture was possible with 
money generated from the earned income of Zion 
Forever’s retailing operations, and thankfully, did 
not impact in any way our philanthropic support to 
Forever Field Guide Projects.  

While this was a difficult time for Zion National 
Park and its Rangers, the entire Zion NP and Zion 
Forever Project Team would like to thank individuals 
from across the world who donated at Zionpark.org 
and filled donation boxes at the park.  We are grateful 

to the Utah Office of Tourism, who paid for the Zion 
shuttle to continue operating during the first 10 
days of the shutdown.  The City of St. George and 
Washington County entered a four-way partnership 
with the State of Utah and Zion Forever Project to 
fund the very basic visitor services for an additional 
three weeks.  In a show of leadership, Alsco, a Utah-
based linen company, contributed $62,300 to the 
Zion Forever Project in support of this effort as the 
shutdown extended. 

Throughout the longest government shutdown 
in history, public and private partners stood with 
Zion National Park.  “We are taking a different path 
than most other states by bringing public and private 
partners together to solve a hard problem,” explained 
Utah State Senator Dan McCay, “A problem that is big 
enough to see and small enough to solve.”

To our home state of Utah, and our supporters from 
around the world, thank you for making a difference.

“We visited Zion today.  It was absolutely 
beautiful.  Thanks for keeping the 
park open during the shutdown.” 

-FOREVER PROJECT ONLINE DONOR 
FROM ITHACA, NEW YORK
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8 PROJECTS
FUNDING NEEDED: $2,919,400

As partners with the park, we touch every 
aspect of your first (or fiftieth) Zion experience.  
In 2020, you’ll pick garden produce at Pipe 
Spring, visit Dark Sky Base Camp at Cedar 
Breaks, and break new ground in East Zion. 

Improving 
Today

ZION NATIONAL PARK FOREVER PROJECT
2020 FIELD GUIDE



“What is on my mind with this project is the next 
generation.  There is a lot of work to be done to change 
the narrative from overcrowded and underfunded, 
but this represents a bright message, a banner 
entity to serve youth looking toward the future.”

-KEVIN & STACY MCLAWS, 
FOUNDERS, ZION MOUNTAIN RANCH
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W ith more than one million annual visitors 
entering Zion via its east entrance with limited 

visitor services (a Ranger at the entrance booth and 
two pit toilets), the east side Visitor Contact Station will 
provide visitors needed orientation, access to permits, 
expanded recreation, and active learning programs 
aligned with the park’s mission.  Zion National Park and 
the Zion Forever Project are embracing this once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to protect the integrity of the 
greater Zion experience on the east side of the park 
that extends and connects to existing visitor services 
in our Springdale and Kanab gateway communities. 

“The East Zion Initiative is an extraordinary 
opportunity to plan the gateway to a national park 
that has been in existence for 100 years,” explains 
Jeff Bradybaugh, Superintendent of Zion National 
Park.  “Thanks to benevolent landowners, the McLaws 
family, and great local partners, the beauty of this park 
gateway will be conserved for future generations of 
park visitors.”

A cross section of stakeholders are collectively 
advancing the vision of a Visitor Contact Station with 
an expanded trail network and new transportation 
hub in East Zion.  The McLaws family, founders of 
Zion Mountain Ranch, are working with leaders 
from Kane County, the Kanab BLM Field Office, the 
Utah Department of Transportation, the Governor’s 
Office of Economic Development, the Utah Office 

of Tourism, Zion National Park, and the Zion Forever 
Project.  Founding principles of the East Zion Initiative 
include providing hands-on agricultural experiences 
connecting visitors to this heritage landscape through 
farming, food, and other cultural programs.  

Once constructed, the 7,000-square-foot East 
Zion Visitor Contact Station will provide backcountry 
permits and trail information, including invitations to 
hike, run, or bike newly created East Zion trails on the 
adjacent landscape.  The Contact Station will be filled 
with a museum, exhibits, food, a theater, restrooms, 
and a Zion Forever park store.  Feasibility studies have 
examined the possibility of a park and ride facility 
and shuttle service connecting Kane County to Zion 
Canyon and alleviating parking and traffic congestion 
inside the park.  Road improvements are planned for 
county roads and State Highway 9.  

This committed effort supported by private, public 
agency, and nonprofit partners stems from a “mission 
of family,” which creates sustainable economic 
development within a conservation framework at the 
eastern gateway to Zion National Park.  This project 
is fully aligned with the park’s planning process and 
mission to provide exemplary visitor experiences while 
protecting the integrity of the Zion experience for 
generations to come. 

Groundbreaking is planned for late 2020.

Founding Zion’s Next 100 Years 
through the East Zion Initiative 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $200,000



Developing 11.29 
Miles of New Trail 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $50,000 Match 

F ifteen world-famous trails are packed into a six-
mile stretch of Zion Canyon.  With a 66% increase 

in visitation in the last eight years, the strain on 
popular hiking trails such as the Narrows, Angels 
Landing, and Emerald Pools has dramatically 
increased.  Looking for a solution to this growing 
concern, a visionary collective of stakeholders 
including Forever Project Partners, Zion Mountain 
Ranch, Kane County, the Utah Office of Outdoor 
Recreation, and the Kanab BLM Field Office are 
joining forces with Zion National Park to develop a 
new trail network on Zion’s east side.  

With 11.29 miles of trail planned in a three-year 
phased approach, these new trails will increase 
access to non-remote hiking experiences and 
disperse recreation on the east side of the park.  

GIFT GRANTED: $150,000 from the  
Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation 
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The 3.81 mile Big Loop Trail will provide a full-day, 
challenging climb to the top of a mesa offering 
views of the protected Virgin River-East Fork canyon 
network.  Park Overlook Trail will be an easy two-mile 
hike to a natural overlook, offering opportunities for 
families with young children or guests with physical 
limitations to experience natural beauty.  With a 
memory-making view of Zion’s expansive sandstone, 
the Checkerboard Mesa Overlook will meander 1.57 
miles and share a panoramic convergence of two 
desert canyons.  And an exciting 4.1 mile Mountain 
Bike trail network will be constructed; a resource 
long-hoped for in East Zion.  

“The multi-use non-motorized trails provide an 
alternative for visitors to experience Zion without 
additional strain on the park service,” explains Kane 
County Commissioner Brent Chamberlain.

The creation of a new recreational opportunity 
was foundationally supported by a grant from the 
Utah Office of Recreation, with match support from 
Kane County, Zion Mountain Ranch, and the Zion 
Forever Project.  With Phase I funding secured, 
construction of the Trailhead and first mile of Park 
Overlook will begin in Fall 2019.



Answering a Call from 
Zion’s First RespondersPROJECT:



I n 2018, Zion’s world-class Search and Rescue (SAR) 
Team responded to 111 urgent calls for help from 

park guests.  When distress calls from adventure-
seeking visitors require Rangers to enter frigid water, 
scale or rappel sheer cliffs, and approach extreme 
conditions, Zion activates its Technical Search and 
Rescue Team, who save more than 100 individuals, 
families, and groups from treacherous situations 
each year.  Zion’s SAR Team is constantly training and 
dedicates hundreds of hours to advance their expertise 
as responders to heart attacks, broken ankles, and life-
threatening exposure in Zion’s vertical terrain. 

As an integral part of their preparation, each winter 
the Zion SAR Team hosts an advanced training course, 
bringing the industry’s leading experts in technical 
rescue to simulate emergency situations and teach 
state-of-the-art skills.  Without an established training 
facility, SAR Team Members learn new techniques and 
orient with advanced equipment on the rocky cliffs 
and gaping voids above the park, raising persistent 
safety concerns, cutting into valuable training time, 
and reducing participation as some Team Members are 
required to stay in the front-country so they’re ready 
to respond to emergency calls. 

This gift to the park would allow the Zion SAR 
Team to fulfill the long-term vision of building two 
40-foot-tall climbing/rappel towers, connected by 
a 60-foot catwalk, near their Emergency Operations 
Center.  These training rescue platforms would be 
tucked into an administrative area of the park, out 
of sight from the visiting public.  The addition of this 
facility would allow Rangers to practice lowering and 
raising patients requiring vertical rescue, rehearse 
safely reaching visitors who are “ledged out” (unable 
to ascend or descend), and prime SAR Team Members 
for use of the Norwegian Reeve, a technique used 
to rescue injured canyoneers in slot canyons.  This 
gift will provide a controlled work environment 
for some of Zion’s most tenacious Rangers as they 
prepare to deliver an essential visitor service for park  
guests in distress.
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Answering a Call from 
Zion’s First Responders GIFT REQUESTED: $113,000



Outfitting Zion 
Rangers for Winter 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $17,500 or a Snowmobile  

T o access many of Zion’s well-loved backcountry 
hikes, including the Zion Subway and West Rim 

Trail, guests traverse steep inclines and switchbacks 
on the 14-mile Kolob Terrace Road.  From first snow to 
spring runoff, Zion Rangers are tasked with protecting 
this sprawling wilderness 8000 feet above sea level. 
Harsh and unpredictable weather conditions abound.  

Once winter sets in, the Kolob Terrace Road 
becomes a snowmobile trail from Maloney Hill to 
Lava Point, allowing recreationalists access to this 
snow-covered region of the park.  Zion Rangers use 
a trio of aging snowmobiles to perform search and 
rescue missions, monitor wildlife, and protect visitors 
during this season. These machines have capacity far 
below what recreationalists are using to explore the 
region, and one of them recently became completely 
unserviceable. Rangers are now concerned about 
protecting guests, wildlife, and resources for the 
upcoming winter season.  

This unique project will outfit Zion Rangers 
with a modern sled equipped with the capacity and 
mountain performance needed to successfully patrol 
the backcountry for years to come.  Facing a pressing 
need from Zion’s Law Enforcement Team, the Zion 
Forever Project welcomes enthusiasts to join us in 
creatively funding this top-priority project.   



29

IM
P

R
O

V
IN

G
 T

O
D

A
Y

Z
IO

N
 N

A
T

IO
N

A
L 

P
A

R
K

 F
O

R
E

V
E

R
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
 /

 2
0

2
0

 F
IE

LD
 G

U
ID

E

R esponding to the need for highly specialized 
rescue skills, the National Park Service hosted the 

first  mountain rescue training in 1948 at Mount Rainier.  
For the last 70 years, NPS has offered advanced 
courses to help its Search and Rescue Rangers learn 
the latest rigging, rappelling, ascending, and knot-
passing techniques.  Zion Search and Rescue Rangers 
have been attending the service-wide Western Basic 
Technical Rescue Training (WBTRT) for more than 15 
years, hosted by Canyonlands National Park.  

Due to decreasing budgets and a pressing 
need for new equipment, NPS no longer reimburses 
travel costs for Rangers and instructors attending 
WBTRT.  As a flagship park recognized as a leader 
in using cutting-edge techniques and equipment 
for Search and Rescue, Zion has traditionally sent 
Rangers as both students and instructors, and 
hopes to continue this tradition in 2020 by securing 
funding for travel and equipment.  This gift extends 
far beyond the park’s borders as seasoned Zion 
Rangers, some of the highest trained rescuers in 
NPS, instruct Rangers from parks across the service.  
This gift also assures professional development for 
younger Zion employees, building capacity that will 
benefit their careers and the essential visitor services  
they provide.

Sending a Zion 
Ranger to Rock-
Solid Search and 
Rescue Training 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $1400 per Ranger 



C edar Breaks National Monument has welcomed 
27 million recreational visitors over the last 85 

years.  Since 1972, park staff has been answering guest 
questions via a desk in a Civilian Conservation Corps 
ranger cabin.  It’s barely 650 square feet, yet this tiny 
space is currently trying to accommodate nearly a 
million visitors a year.  

Beginning in 1984, with roughly a third of the 
current number of visitors, Cedar Breaks began 
visioning a new facility with space for educational 
displays and other attributes National Park visitor 
centers are known for.  In the 1984 General 
Management Plan, Cedar Breaks hoped “a new visitor 
center would be constructed using design sensitive to 
the existing landscape” which would “provide visitor 
orientation, interpretation and sales services.”  Thirty-
five years later, the dream for a new visitors facility 
at Point Supreme is coming to fruition through the 
significant efforts of the park, the Zion Forever Project, 
Iron County, and other stakeholders.  

Building a Visitor 
Education Center 
for Geology, 
Wildflowers, 
and Night Sky at 
Cedar Breaks

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $2,500,000
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“Constructing a Visitor Education Center will 
assist park staff in providing quality services for our 
visitors,” explains Superintendent Kathleen Gonder.  
“This facility will provide new exhibits, expanded 
book sales area, increased restroom facilities as well 
as outdoor covered space for interpretive programs 
and shelter.  The Visitor Education Center will provide 
visitors with a “Sense of Place” as they learn and 
experience the high alpine and dark sky wonders of 
Cedar Breaks National Monument.”  

With $300,000 in start-up funding from the Iron 
County Restaurant Tax Program in 2018 and 2019, 
the preliminary site plans have been produced.  This 
legacy-making contribution from Iron County made a 
match grant from the National Park Service Centennial 
Challenge Fund possible.  Maria Twitchell, Executive 
Director of the Cedar City-Brian Head Tourism Bureau 
details, “We are thrilled to help fund this next chapter 

for Cedar Breaks.  The new center will vastly improve 
the overall visitor experience and encourage more in-
depth exploration and understanding of the monument 
by visitors and locals as well.”    

As we move into Phase II of Forever Project-led 
support, we are looking for like-minded partners who 
are deeply committed to educating generations of 
guests coming to Cedar Breaks for award-winning Dark 
Sky summer programs and wildflower festivals.  Iron 
County school children will visit on field trips, Southern 
Utah University students will fulfill internships exploring 
public lands careers, and hopefully, regional young 
adults will begin their nonprofit or agency careers 
in this new permanent structure.   With construction 
slated to begin in 2021, the opportunity to improve 
today’s experience at Cedar Breaks is now. 



Constructing 5  
In-Park Homes for 
Zion Volunteers 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $27,000

I n 2018, the committed Volunteers in Park (VIP) 
team donated more than 32,000 hours of service 

for Zion; a 10% increase over the previous year 
and the largest number of volunteer hours ever 
recorded in the park. This substantial contribution 
added the equivalent capacity of 14 full-time 
employees and represents an in-kind service value 
of nearly $800,000.  Zion’s 130 VIPs come to the 
park on a consistent basis and are joined by many 
one-time volunteers (including 349 children), who 
bring their energy and enthusiasm to support Zion’s 
education, natural resource management, and  
administrative teams.

As Eleanor Siebers, Zion’s Volunteer Coordinator 
explains, “Zion National Park is incredibly lucky to 
have such fabulous and committed volunteers. The 
park would not be able to function without them.” 

When coming to Zion to provide longer-term 
service, a growing number of volunteers have 
requested help in finding a location for them to 
park their recreational vehicles (RVs).  To fulfill 
these requests, the park can either reserve an in-
park campsite (which book six months in advance) 
or refer volunteers to privately-owned RV parks 
in the surrounding communities.  While Zion 
wishes they could utilize every generous offer for 
volunteer support, the park unfortunately has to 
turn down offers of month-long stays because there 
is no housing available, not even extra RV pads to  
park a trailer.

In 2020, this project will construct five “home-
bases” for park volunteers: RV pads with associated 
utility connections, picnic tables, and shade shelters.  
These structures will be located near employee 
housing and lovingly called “Volunteer Village.”  With 
additional support, the park visions constructing a 
bath house with a washer, dryer, and freezer for RV 
owners to utilize.  This gift to Zion, and our Zion VIPs, 
creates permanent, improved facilities within the 
park boundaries.

GIFT GRANTED: $40,000 from  
the National Park Foundation 
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O ut of the harsh, seemingly uninhabitable desert 
landscape, heirloom variety plants sprout every 

summer in the Pipe Spring interpretive garden.  Unique 
within the National Park Service, the Pipe Spring 
garden offers experiential learning opportunities 
for park guests who marvel as they walk by rows of  
squash, corn, sorghum, and melons grown in red 
sand. Every year, the bounty of the garden harvest 
is provided to park visitors and to the communities 
surrounding the park, carrying on the honored 
tradition of communal sharing of food practiced by 
both the Kaibab Band of Paiutes and pioneer settlers 
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.   

This gift would allow Pipe Spring Rangers to 
deepen community connections with the interpretive 
garden through development and delivery of a 

Growing Community and 
Gardeners at Pipe Spring 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $10,500

Master Gardener training program for local residents.  
Individuals and families from the Kaibab Paiute Tribe, 
and other rural communities surrounding Pipe 
Spring, would come together to learn the science 
and art of horticulture blending Native American, 
settler, and modern techniques.  Gardening projects 
strengthen communities in well-documented ways, 
such as increasing access to nutritionally rich food, 
offering recovery from mental fatigue, and facilitating 
meaningful peer-to-peer relationships.  Extending 
the Park Service ethos of shared responsibility over 
open space, the Master Gardener training, curated 
by Pipe Spring staff, will empower rural families to 
grow (and share) garden food and offer knowledge in  
home gardening. 





Welcoming millions of children and adults at our 
parks, we want our guests to leave knowing more.  
Look at what we’re doing this year for elementary 
schools, college students, and life-long learners.

9 PROJECTS
FUNDING NEEDED: $421,300

Informing 
Tomorrow

ZION NATIONAL PARK FOREVER PROJECT
2020 FIELD GUIDE



Expedition 
Zion Forever 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $50,000 for an  
Education Specialist

GIFT GRANTED: $150,000 from the  
Larry H. & Gail Miller Family Foundation 

R eflective of their commitment to do “good in 
the world” and their legacy effort to build their 

home communities, the Larry H. & Gail Miller Family 
Foundation is partnering with Zion Forever to create 
a new signature project.  Blending expertise from 
Zion’s award-winning Concrete to Canyons program 
and the Larry H. Miller Group of Companies’ Driven 
2 Teach Initiative, Expedition Zion Forever expands 
park outreach to Title I teachers and students in  
Salt Lake City.  

Beginning in 2020, Expedition Zion Forever 
will bring 20 middle school teachers to Zion for an 
immersive 3-day park experience.  Subject matter 
experts will lead field studies on geology, astronomy, 
earth sciences, and cultural and natural resources.  
Each participating teacher will develop lesson 
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plans for use in their home classrooms, benefiting 
thousands of students.  These immersive lesson plans 
will also be distributed via Zion’s Distance Learning 
program to classrooms around the world.  

In a program designed for Salt Lake City 
students, five teachers and seven of their students 
will be invited to a 3-day Zion Forever Field School.  
Students will camp (many for the first time) in the 
Greater Zion Landscape and enjoy hiking, stargazing, 
and making s’mores.  Returning home, students and 
teachers will lead presentations at their schools and 
at community-wide events.  Upon completion of the 
program, both teachers and students will certify 
as Zion Forever Ambassadors prepared to lead the 
discourse on how we protect the Zion experience for 
our communities.  

The Zion Forever Project and the Larry H. & Gail 
Miller Family Foundation are excited to create this 
opportunity for students and teachers in Zion’s 
home state.  Zion Forever is grateful to Gail Miller 
and her family for this trendsetting support, and is 
excited for additional Zion supporters to join our  
collective effort.



Supporting Dark Sky Base 
Camp at Cedar Breaks PROJECT:
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A t last year’s Southwest Astronomy Festival, 
10-year-old Matthew asked a Cedar Breaks-

trained Master Astronomer, “Can I really see the REAL 
Saturn through your telescope?”  Chuckling, the 
astronomer told Matthew to climb a step stool, peer 
into the eyepiece of his telescope, and promised, 

“Let’s show you Saturn!”
Similar interactions happen every weekend at 

Cedar Breaks Summer Star Parties, an event voted 
the “Best National Park Night Experience” by USA 
Today. Over the last three years, Cedar Breaks Dark 
Sky Rangers have trained and certified 45 community 
members as Master Astronomers.  Together, Rangers 
and Master Astronomers have dedicated more than 
1200 hours doing outreach with children (and adults) 
in classrooms, at special events, and at various times 
in Cedar Breaks.

This outreach and programming is made possible 
through Forever Project Field Guide supporters.  
Within the National Park Service and across the region, 
Cedar Breaks is setting a new standard for Dark 
Sky preservation and education.  More than 3000 
individuals and families experienced the community-
based Southwest Astronomy Festival thanks to funds 
from the 2018 Field Guide.  By means of Field Guide 
backing this year, 11 libraries in Washington and Iron 
counties were gifted telescopes, making the night 
skies of Southern Utah accessible to every child with 
a library card.  And with long waiting lists, Field Guide-
funded telescopes are entering 500 homes each year.

In 2020, Cedar Breaks Dark Sky Rangers hope 
to continue informing tomorrow by deepening 
engagement and Dark Sky connections with local 
communities and global guests.  This gift supports 
the Dark Sky Base Camp through the Telescope 
Lending Library, expands outreach at the Southwest 
Astronomy Festival, trains an additional twenty Master 
Astronomers, and allows Cedar Breaks to deliver 

“Train the Trainer” workshops for partners interested in 
starting their own Master Astronomer programs.

Supporting Dark Sky Base 
Camp at Cedar Breaks GIFT REQUESTED: $33,300



F or over a decade, passionate students from 
across Utah have been connected with internship 

opportunities in public lands in Utah, Arizona, and 
Nevada through the IIC (Intergovernmental Internship 
Cooperative).  The Zion Forever Project works to fund 
those operations in Zion National Park, as well as in 
Cedar Breaks and Pipe Spring National Monuments.  In 
these parks, students work alongside rangers behind 
the desk and out in the field.

“This program does more than provide job skills,” 
said Aly Baltrus, Chief of Interpretation at Zion National 
Park.  “Focusing on students from local communities, 
it offers them new perspectives that shape  
conversations when they are out in public or sitting 
around the dinner table.”

In the various parks, participants lead programs, 
collect and analyze visitor and usage information, 
study flora and fauna, and maintain the trails and 
cultural resources.  Many students see this as an 

Preparing Utah’s College Students 
for Public Lands Careers 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $100,000

opportunity to launch a career in the public lands with 
the National Park Service.  In Zion, seven former IIC 
interns are now actively working on the front lines. 

Focused primarily on undergraduate students 
coming from Southern Utah University and Dixie State 
University, the cooperative has expanded to include 
graduate students, local high school students, and 
students from other Utah universities.  Their combined 
efforts contribute more than 29,000 hours to the 
National Park Service. 

Zion, Cedar Breaks and Pipe Spring are hosting 
18 interns this year, and the program continues to 
be critical in sustaining Zion.  Since 2013, the IIC 
reports 47% of its participants maintain working roles 
and relations with public lands.  This year, the Zion 
Forever Project seeks continued funding that will 
allow students to discover real career opportunities 
in public land positions.
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Keeping our Promise to Zion, Cedar 
Breaks, and Pipe Spring Junior Rangers 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $30,000

P reserving and protecting Zion National Park 
is only sustainable through the nurturing and 

educating of future stewards.  The Junior Ranger 
Program offers children (and adults) an opportunity 
to connect with the park in a personal and 
meaningful way.  Youth complete an educational 
Activity Book before being sworn in and awarded 
a badge by a National Park Ranger.  The program 
is completely free for participants because Zion 
Forever Project sponsors and funds 100% of the 
costs with help from generous donors.

In addition to the activity books, the Junior 
Ranger program also hosts educational ranger-led 
experiences at the Zion Nature Center.  In 2018, 
more than 25,000 children were impacted by 438 
ranger programs held both on the trails and in the 
Nature Center. They are primed to become the next 

generation of park stewards as they eagerly recite 
the Junior Ranger oath: “I am proud to be a Zion 
Junior Ranger.  I promise to help take care of and 
protect Zion National Park and all national parks.  I 
also promise to continue to explore, learn about, 
and respect the natural world wherever I go.”

While the Junior Ranger program is a seminal 
project in Zion, as well as Cedar Breaks and Pipe 
Spring National Monuments, its future is never 
secure.  Last year alone, Junior Rangers completed 
more than 50,000 activity books, and that number 
is expected to rise with current trends in park 
visitation. This gift will help ensure the program 
is able to meet the growing demand and motivate 
children to think about our shared natural resources 
with new and inspired eyes.



Sensing Real-Time  
Park DataPROJECT:



GIFT REQUESTED: $75,000

A t the entry gates to one of the world’s busiest 
National Parks, a constant flow of guests 

approach by car, bus, bike, and on foot. These guests 
are anxious for a Zion experience and seek advice. 
They rely on first-hand accounts, social posts, hotel 
frontline teams, and entrance gate Rangers to learn 
where to park, what shuttles to ride, and which trails 
have lower use depending on time of day or season.

In an effort to communicate with arriving 
visitors, the park updates in-town marquee signage 
about parking, provides instructions at the gate, 
and frequently posts on Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram.  Yet, until now, Zion, like other National 
Parks, has struggled to provide real-time information 
on use levels  to visitors that are in or on their  
way to the park. 

Blazing a new trail in the National Park Service, 
Zion is partnering with innovative data scientists and 
students at Dixie State University, Dixie Technical 
College, and Southern Utah University to document 
next-level understanding of visitor behavior.  Teams 
of technologists are bringing machine learning, 
big data, and IoT sensors to document traffic flow 
at the entrance gates, in parking lots, trail use, and 
on the park’s shuttle system.  During the first phase 

of their work, the Park Data team has provided 
Zion with up-to-date information on the number of 
available parking spots at the Visitor Center, allowing  
Rangers at entry gates to more effectively redirect 
vehicles to alternative parking.  With a growing 
dataset, park management is better equipped to 
make informed decisions based upon predictive 
analytics, with the flexibility to manage traffic, 
parking and visitor distribution with live information.  

The Park Data project brings the skills of Utah’s 
technology-centered workforce to make a unique gift 
of increased and applied data to park management 
strategies.  In partnership with Zion National Park and 
the Zion Forever Project, the Park Data team seeks 
to share their findings as they set standards for data 
collection within National Park units.  A gift in 2020 
starts a data-driven Field School and distribution 
strategy for Utah students, and gives research teams 
capacity to create a shareable dashboard showing 
entrance, shuttle, and trail sensor information.  The 
heart of this pioneering project centers on helping 
Zion’s guests plan better, less-crowded experiences 
at the park and visions the development of a mobile 
app in the future.
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W hile Zion is located in the deepest southwest 
pocket of Utah, its beauty and impact 

extend throughout the world.  Distance learning 
opportunities now provide students and teachers 
with a free, direct link to Zion National Park.  Using  
green-screen technology and digital video systems, 
Education Rangers connect live and broadcast from 
Zion headquarters directly into any classroom.

This past season, 51 classes and more than 1500 
students participated in the Education Rangers’ 
presentations.  While the majority of these classrooms 
are here in the United States, the program expanded 
recently to cover overseas locations such as Puerto 
Rico and Australia.  And the reach goes beyond 
traditional classrooms, also broadcasting live into 
senior living and nursing home communities so the 
enriching education is available for all regardless of 
age.  To meet the needs of this diverse audience, the 
lesson plans are dynamic and offer content suited for 
kindergarten all the way to continued adult education.

Demand for this inspiring program continues to 
drive the need for additional funding. This gift will 
help the distance learning team hire two more staff 
in 2020 enabling them to create more customized 
lesson plans, reach more students, and continue the 
mission of sharing Zion—especially to those who might 
not be able to experience it in person.

Bringing 1500+ 
Kids (of all 
Ages) for Virtual 
Zion Visits

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $15,000
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Providing a National Park Experience 
for Local Title I Students 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $30,000

Imagine how amazing it would be to have Zion 
National Park right in your own backyard.  For 

students in Washington, Iron, and Kane counties, 
this is their daily reality.  While they may live just 
minutes from the park gates, too many of these 
children lack the resources to visit the park and 
connect meaningfully with the natural wonders  
surrounding them.

Zion Forever Project, in partnership with NPS 
and the various school districts, works to make sure 
Title I schools have an opportunity to bus children 
into the park for a day of fun and learning.  More than 
21 schools participated last year bringing 53 different 
classes into Zion, Cedar Breaks, and Pipe Spring.  
Each lesson plan is multi-disciplinary and helps meet 
Utah’s state education curriculum requirements, 
covering everything from the basics of geology to 
the principles of Leave No Trace to examining the 

ecosystems of various native plants and animals.  
The program also encourages nature journaling 
and quiet-time hikes that allow students to observe 
using all five of their senses.

More than 1900 students, teachers, and 
chaperones set foot in Zion, Cedar Breaks, and Pipe 
Spring last season, and the program is looking to 
expand learning opportunities to meet the rising 
demand.  The goal for next year is to incorporate 
elements of distance learning so rangers can 
virtually enter the classrooms and prepare students 
to visit.  They will also have follow-up sessions once 
the program is complete.  The education team 
leading the project is hoping to use this funding to 
purchase supplies and hire additional staff.  These 
improvements will broaden and enhance the program 
while maintaining its high level of service.



“For many of our students, this program exposes 
them to their first experience in a national park, from 
camping to learning how to learn about nature and 
respect it.  It’s a gift we have so appreciated!”

  -LINDA BUSH & LAURIE SILVAGGIO, 
CLARK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
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L as Vegas is located just three hours southwest of 
Zion, but for some school children, it is a world 

away.  The Concrete to Canyons Program, lasting 
three full days, provides 178 Title I students and 
chaperones from across Nevada to experience Zion 
firsthand.  They work to complete Jr. Ranger books, 
learn to set up tents, identify plants and animals, 
and hear from National Park Rangers what it’s like 
to live and work among the magnificent sandstone  
towers of Zion. 

The project moved forward with its expansion 
goals from last year and was able to lead classes 
in Dinosaur National Monument.  The enhanced 
program gave more than 140 students and 20 parents 
and community chaperones the opportunity to 
participate in the multi-day course.

“This program offers students and their families 
a full education on how to get ready for a trip into 
a National Park,” said Coordinator Ranger Andrea 
Buttram.  “We teach them basics like packing water, 
but also go much further and talk about how to 
interact with the land and treat it in a respectful 
way.  The students are not the only ones who benefit.  

Participating educators, parents, and rangers also 
gain new perspectives from this amazing opportunity 
and recognize it can be life changing.”

In 2019, Concrete to Canyons was able to 
provide follow-up service days at Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area in Nevada.  Zion and Lake Mead 
Rangers joined forces with Forever Project education 
staff to meet with past program participants.  Unified 
in purpose, they performed a full day of service and 
clean-up at the lake.

“This opportunity really offers students the 
chance to be reminded of and put into practice 
the lessons they learned earlier in the canyon,” said  
Ranger Buttram.

In Zion National Park, the Concrete to Canyons 
initiative remains critical to educating our future 
stewards.  Educating more than 300 students this 
past year, the program’s staff, rangers, and Zion 
Forever educators remain committed to ensuring 
all children have access to these amazing natural 
wonders only made possible with your continued 
financial support.

Sustaining Award-Winning 
“Concrete to Canyons”

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $60,000



“It was an incredible opportunity for my students to 
connect their learning in the classroom with the real 
world.  As a result, my students were motivated and 
inspired to explore the park with their families, and most 
importantly, they become more aware of the importance 
of conservation and preservation of our National Parks!”

  -TEACHER
HERITAGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



T he Rangers in the Classroom Program is dedicated 
to bringing experiential learning opportunities to 

4th and 5th grade classrooms.  In 2019, six seasonal 
park Rangers visited hundreds of classrooms, engaging 
with thousands of children in Washington, Iron, and 
Kane counties.  With a specific focus on the region’s 
23 Title I schools, this program reaches students from 
low-income families who may have never visited one 
of our parks, despite living only a short distance away.  
As park rangers enter their classrooms, children learn 
our parks belong to each of them and are personally  
invited to visit. 

“We were lucky enough to have a Zion National Park 
ranger visit our classroom,” says a Heritage Elementary 
school teacher.  “It was an incredible opportunity for my 
students to connect their learning in the classroom with 
the real world.  As a result, my students were motivated 
and inspired to explore the park with their families, 
and most importantly, they become more aware of the 
importance of conservation and preservation of our 
National Parks!”

We’re expanding the program this year with new 
curriculum-based programming and interactive lessons. 
Better yet, classroom engagement will be extended to 
include visits during the fall months, impacting about 
1,000 additional students. The Rangers will focus their 
teaching on Utah’s ecosystems and the sedimentary 
rock cycle, helping each student understand the natural 
forces impacting the Greater Zion Landscape, as well as 
their own unique role within it.

Rangers Visits to 
Washington, Iron, 
and Kane County 
Classrooms

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $28,000
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We assure long-term futures for the culture, geology 
and wildlife at our parks.  Our new focus connects us 
to California Condors, conserves a Depression-Era 
Zion map, and stewards the Greater Zion Landscape.  

11  PROJECTS
FUNDING NEEDED: $390,694

Protecting 
Forever

ZION NATIONAL PARK FOREVER PROJECT
2020 FIELD GUIDE



Sequencing the Mexican 
Spotted Owl Family TreePROJECT:



F ederally listed as a threatened species for the 
last quarter century, the Mexican Spotted Owl  

is one of the most unique and charismatic creatures 
inhabiting the canyon country in Zion National Park.  
With Utah in the center of its critical habitat, Mexican 
Spotted Owls have found refuge in the canyons that 
crisscross Zion.  Roosting daily on shady ledges 
and stealthily hunting within the canyons at night, 
these owls usually go unnoticed by all but the most 
observant visitors.  This elusive behavior protects 
the Mexican Spotted Owl from predators, but also 
makes them incredibly challenging subjects to 
study.  Through decades of zealous searching, Zion 
biologists have managed to locate two dozen nesting 
areas throughout the park, and each year the Zion 
wildlife team strives to increase understanding 
of owl behavior in order to more effectively  
protect the species.  

53

P
R

O
T

E
C

T
IN

G
 F

O
R

E
V

E
R

Z
IO

N
 N

A
T

IO
N

A
L 

P
A

R
K

 F
O

R
E

V
E

R
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
 /

 2
0

2
0

 F
IE

LD
 G

U
ID

E

Leveraging  advanced technology, Zion’s 
biologists have partnered with a dedicated team 
of researchers at Northern Arizona University to 
develop a non-intrusive, data-rich process that will 
advance preservation protocols.  By conducting 
DNA-sequencing from Mexican Spotted Owl pellets 
and shed feathers, the Zion team will identify the 
vegetation and prey animals essential to the owl 
food chain.  They will also investigate whether 
other food sources (granola bars?) are present in  
the owl diet.   

The collection of this DNA data will allow the  
park to construct a family tree connecting generations 
of owls across the greater Zion ecosystem.  This gift, 
and the ground-breaking findings gained from it, will 
enhance Mexican Spotted Owl management within 
Zion and across the region.  

Sequencing the Mexican 
Spotted Owl Family Tree GIFT REQUESTED: $57,000



D uring the height of the Great Depression in 1934, 
a topographic relief map of Zion Canyon was 

created at the National Park Service Western Museum 
Laboratory in Berkeley, California (museum catalog 
#ZION 274).  This map was originally housed in the 
Mission 66 Visitors Center and has been orienting 
visitors to the land contours, river segments, and 
other points of interest in Zion Canyon for 85 years.  A 
snapshot of Zion in the 1930s, it’s the only orientation 
of its kind in the park collections.  The map is currently 
displayed in the Zion Human History Museum, located 
at the second shuttle stop and home to the Zion 
park film.  Despite its long history of display, the 
topo map has received relatively little documented  
conservation attention.  

In 1969, the Zion Forever Project funded the 
first repairs to this historic map.  Fifty years later, 

Conserving Zion Canyon’s 
Depression-Era Topographic Map 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $40,000

this cultural and educational treasure remains a 
priority.  Due to its age and exposure to visitors, the 
map is worn and currently lacks labeling for visitors 
to identify important features.  This gift to the park 
would support the installation of a touchscreen 
kiosk identifying place names of distinct features, 
explain geography in the park,  and link to the 
park’s collection of historic images.  It also provides 
professional conservation, including installation 
of a plexiglass barrier forever protecting the map 
from direct visitor contact.  Decades after Zion’s 
park management began utilizing topography as 
a tool to help guests interpret the majesty of Zion 
Canyon, Zion looks to continue that tradition in 
2020 by blending historic mapping techniques and  
modern technology.
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Digitizing Zion’s  
Analog Photo 
Collection 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $46,878

PROJECT LINK: npgallery.nps.gov

O f the park museum’s collection of 300,000 
treasured documents, photographs, oral 

histories, slides, and maps, less than 3% (9,000 
images) are digitized.  Zion’s paper assets visually 
document a wide range of historically significant 
people, places, and events and include 100 year-
old photo collections taken at the time the park was 
founded.  Without a digital copy of key records, the 
park’s memories are only accessible to Zion’s small 
curation team.  In their current paper state, they are 
difficult to search, organize, share, and enjoy.  

This gift to the Zion archives will produce high-
resolution scans that will forever protect more than 
2000 of Zion’s historic images, including 1930s 
photographs of the Zion Lodge (ZION-823), hand-
tinted glass lantern slides created during the 1920s 
(ZION 13004), and a collection of photos taken by 
George A. Grant (ZION 12366), the first photographer 
for the National Park Service.  In addition, this funding 
gives the park curator capacity and resources to 
develop a long-term, park-wide plan for digital asset 
management.  Once scanned, these images will be 
shared on NPGallery, the National Park Service’s open-
source repository of digital assets, allowing guests 
and researchers to virtually visit and experience  
historic Zion.   



H atched in early May in the cliffs below Angels 
Landing, Zion’s “Centennial” California condor 

chick represents hope for a species that neared 
extinction in the 1980s.  Spotting a California 
condor soaring past Zion’s sandstone cliffs is a 
once-in-a lifetime experience made possible due 
to successful captive-breeding programs which 
have released California condors back into the 
wild.  With approximately 50% of the California 
condor population (around 500  birds) flying free, 
species recovery is far from complete.  Year-round 
intensive management is required in order to assure  
continued survival.  

The condors who call Zion home are among the 
90 birds inhabiting the canyon country of Northern 
Arizona and Southern Utah.  Monitoring and tracking 
condors’ daily activity is provided by the nonprofit 
organization, The Peregrine Fund.  For more than 

Caring for Zion’s Centennial 
Condor Chick

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $47,400

20 years, The Peregrine Fund has prepared captive-
bred condors for release in the wild and keeps active 
condors healthy by providing routine check-ups and 
needed health care.  

Zion National Park’s Resource Team hopes to 
leverage resources for watchcare over the California 
condors in the Southwest region, including support 
for Zion’s Centennial chick.  If the Centennial chick 
flies this November, it will be the first California condor 
to fledge within the park boundaries. 

In partnership with the Zion Forever Project and 
The Peregrine Fund, this gift rebuilds condor flight and 
trap pens, tools needed to facilitate health checkups.  
It also purchases additional GPS transmitters that will 
track individual birds and allows Zion biologists to 
monitor breeding behavior, locate undiscovered nest 
sites, and observe bird movement and health over 
the long-term.       



Fortifying Zion’s 
Bird-Friendly 
Home Base  

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $37,000

W atching birds navigate their natural habitat is 
one of the easiest and most accessible ways 

to interact with wildlife.  More than 300 different 
species of birds soar through Zion including the 
magnificent California condor, the once-endangered 
peregrine falcon, and our nation’s emblem, the bald 
eagle.  Zion is a place of protection and sanctuary 
for these species and is recognized as an Important 
Bird Area (IBA); a designation for sites critical  
for bird survival.

A modern threat to global bird populations is 
posed by an unexpected source: nearly one billion 
birds, approximately one in every twenty, die from 
collisions with glass windows each year.  Awareness 
of this critical threat has heightened over the last 30 
years, with private-sector architects, public officials, 
and park Rangers taking the lead in proposing 
solutions.  While in flight, birds are confused by 
modern structures and don’t perceive a glass  barrier 
reflecting trees and sky.  The National Park Service is 
providing leadership by incorporating bird-friendly 

designs for new construction within park boundaries, 
while remaining concerned over needed remodels to 
existing structures.  

The Zion Canyon Visitors Center, co-designed in 
2000 by the National Park Service and the National 
Renewable Energy Lab, is an award-winning structure 
recognized for its commitment to sustainable design.  
In 2020, Zion’s leadership team hopes to continue the 
tradition of innovation and conservation by retrofitting 
the Visitor Center’s windows with treatments to alert 
birds of a physical barrier, preventing upwards of 90% 
of collisions.  This project also provides the resources to 
evaluate and mitigate dangers to birds from all window 
structures throughout the park and the capacity to 
work with partners to develop a bird-friendly forever 
plan.  Through the addition of interpretive signage 
at the park Visitors Center, and other public-facing 
buildings, this project will showcase the stewardship 
action millions of Zion’s guests can apply in their own 
homes and communities.

“Can you hear the sound of the river?  Perhaps 
the birds?  The Canyon Wren with its declining 
song?  This is what I call the Zion Embrace.” 

 -JEFF BRADYBAUGH, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF ZION NATIONAL PARK
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“When I die somebody will come along and kick me in the 
ribs and say, ‘Get up Joe and go fix my old wagon’.”

-LePRELET JOSEPH HOPKINS, 
BLACKSMITH DURING CONSTRUCTION OF WINSOR CASTLE , 1870-1872



Bringing Blacksmith Heritage 
Back to Pipe Spring 
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PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $15,664

B lacksmiths are craftsmen with a 3000-year 
history of hammering iron into usable shapes.  

In frontier culture, blacksmiths were essential to 
communities because they built and repaired tools, 
while also training new apprentices in a heritage 
trade.  At Pipe Spring, the pioneers who settled the 
fort and ranching operations were dependent upon 
the local blacksmith to make and repair everyday 
items such as nails, hinges, door pulls, horse shoes, 
wagon parts, and kitchen utensils.  Due to their 
essential role as community builders, blacksmith 
history has been on display for most of Pipe Spring’s 
time as a National Monument.  The current blacksmith 
exhibit houses an antique coal forge, anvil, and a 
variety of iron workings.

I n  p a s t  s u m m e r  s e a s o n s ,  b l a c ks m i t h 
demonstrations were offered intermittently at Pipe 
Spring by local volunteers who were experienced in 
the trade and brought their own tools to show park 
guests.  Without funding and functional tools, these 
curated visitor experiences were lost.  Starting in 
2020, this gift brings tradition back to Pipe Spring 
by supporting an experienced blacksmith for a six-
month summer season.  The Blacksmith Ranger would 
be equipped to provide historic demonstrations for 
park guests and train other Pipe Spring Rangers and 
volunteers about forging safety and techniques.  This 
project provides needed funds for repairing damaged 
blacksmith tools currently on display and finding a 
working replacement for the 1921 coal forge.  It also 
sets the groundwork for sustainable success by 
sending educational Rangers to blacksmith training 
in the neighboring community of Kanab, Utah, 
where they’ll learn the skills needed to help with 
demonstrations over the long-term.



Freeing the Virgin 
River’s Native Fish

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $64,500

O ver the last 13 million years, the North Fork of 
the Virgin River has sculpted awe-inspiring red 

sandstone towers above the Zion Narrows.  A decade 
ago, the North Fork, along with other segments of the 
Virgin, were recognized for their outstanding natural, 
cultural, and recreational values in a free-flowing state 
and were designated a part of the national Wild & 
Scenic Rivers System.  Individuals and families from 
around the world visit each year, developing personal 
and lasting connections as they walk the Virgin River.  

While park guests enjoy these remarkable natural 
structures, the North Fork’s native fish, some found 
nowhere else, swim up and down the waterway.  These 
small fish have adapted to the complex environment of 
the North Fork and can survive floods and long periods 
of silty, turbid water.  Their navigation is halted by four 
man-made dams inside the park boundary which serve 
as significant barriers for the passage of fish.  

 This project takes the first step toward freeing 
the Virgin River’s fish by investigating the ecological 
impact of the four dams within the park boundary.  
Engineering-level design alternatives will be developed 
to maintain the integrity and function of the dams 
while also allowing free passage for the fish.  This 
gift will provide the needed research and concept 
design for the park to apply for federal funds to retrofit  
restrictive structures.



W ithin the National Park Service, Foundation 
Documents frame the resources, values, and 

history that inform park management and establish 
protection priorities.  When Zion’s Foundation 
Document was written in 2013, canyon springs were 
recognized as a “fundamental resource” of Zion, and 
park management identified the pressing need for a 
complete natural spring inventory.  Field Guide funding 
in 2018 supported a core inventory team, comprised 
of college student interns and park staff, who took 
the first steps in establishing a comprehensive list of 
Zion’s natural springs by measuring spring flow and 
water quality in Parunuweap Canyon.  

While significant progress was made, 
approximately 60 natural springs have substantial 
data gaps including a full understanding of the 
plants and animals relying on them as a water source.  

Searching for Zion’s 
Natural Springs 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $17,252

These springs are located in areas of the park most 
at-risk for impact by future water development  
outside the park. 

During the second phase of the natural spring 
inventory, a team of college intern Geoscientists-in-
the-Parks will establish a baseline understanding of 60 
spring sites over a 12-week period.  Data collection will 
include descriptions of the geology and  supported 
animal and plant life of each site, along with recorded 
flow rates and water quality.  As this dataset is built, 
Zion’s Resource Team will learn how to better protect 
and manage spring resources over the long-term.  
This project also benefits visitor experience, as Zion 
will be better equipped to share information with 
park guests who rely on natural springs while hiking  
Zion’s backcountry.
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I n early 2019, the Zion Forever Project published a 
five-year Strategic Plan.  More than 50 local and 

regional stakeholders joined park leadership and 
Zion Forever team and board members to identify 
priorities, set strategy, and create implementation 
plans.  Central to the Forever Project’s vision for 
the future includes building stewardship over the 
Greater Zion Landscape.  To do so, we rely on our 
community of supporters to help us take care of the 
sacred and significant landscapes surrounding Zion, 
Cedar Breaks, and Pipe Spring.  

With nearly 3,000 acres of unprotected land 
within Zion’s boundaries and thousands more 
adjacent, land conservation remains a persistent 
park priority.  In a show of leadership, the Trust for 
Public Land, Washington County, the National Park 
Foundation, and a circle of committed individuals 

Next Steps for 
the Greater Zion 
Landscape 

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: Ongoing,  
call to get involved 



63

P
R

O
T

E
C

T
IN

G
 F

O
R

E
V

E
R

Z
IO

N
 N

A
T

IO
N

A
L 

P
A

R
K

 F
O

R
E

V
E

R
 P

R
O

JE
C

T
 /

 2
0

2
0

 F
IE

LD
 G

U
ID

E

are working together to conserve a privately-owned 
one-mile section of the Zion Narrows.  Acquiring the 
Simon Gulch parcel is essential to giving 80 global 
visitors a day continued access to the 16-mile top-
down Zion Narrows hiking experience—an effort 
supported by both the National Park Service and 
U.S. Forest Service.  

In a region west of the park, The Nature 
Conservancy is focused on protecting the Virgin 
River, a life - sustaining resource in the Greater Zion 
Landscape.  In partnership with a southern Utah 
community organization, the Virgin River Land 
Preservation Association, the Nature Conservancy 
is raising funds needed to protect a 419-acre 
parcel known as Sheep Bridge Crossing.  The 
Virgin River Land Preservation Association has 
activated a local youth committee and is holding 

fundraisers in support of this collective effort.  The 
Virgin River Land Preservation Association aspires 
to create new hiking trails, mountain bike paths, 
and picnic areas once Sheep Bridge property is  
permanently protected.  

The Zion Forever Project remains committed to 
supporting organizations, individuals,  landowners,  
and their generational conservation efforts to 
protect heritage lands.  A gift in 2020 allows Zion 
Forever to bring additional resources to these efforts 
to forever protect the natural and cultural resources 
of the Greater Zion Landscape.
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“You are Going to be 
Our Elders One Day”  

PROJECT:

GIFT REQUESTED: $15,000

W elcoming 19 youth representing four bands 
of the Southern Paiute to Camp Kwiyamuntsi, 

a tribal  Elder encouraged everyone to stand and 
proudly introduce themselves as brothers and 
sisters. “We may come from different bands, but we 
are all the same family,” he proclaimed.  

With reservations dispersed across Utah, 
Arizona, and Nevada, Camp Kwiyamuntsi is one of the 
only opportunities some Paiute youth have to gather 
with each other and connect with Elder leadership. 

Circled around evening campfires, youth learn 
traditional songs, share personal struggles, and 
absorb lessons centered in Paiute understanding of 
geology, plants, wildlife, and water.  Concurrently, 
agency leaders from the National Park Service, 
the U.S. Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) team with tribal Elders to 
conduct hands-on science-based activities and 
traditional practices, offering meaningful mentorship 
for Paiute youth interested in public lands careers.  
“Prepare yourself,” an Elder encouraged 2019 youth, 
“You might have spiritual experiences here, because 
this will be a time of great learning.”  

Rotating each year to a different region of the 
Southern Paiute ancestral homelands, the Zion 
Forever Project remains a committed, long-term 
partner of this top-priority project.  A gift for Camp 
Kwiyamuntsi supports the collaborative vision among 
Southern Paiute tribal leaders and Zion, Cedar 
Breaks, Pipe Spring, BLM, and the Forest Service to 
train tribal youth as future Elders and public land 
leaders.  Reflecting on her experience in 2019, one 
participant explained what Camp Kwiyamuntsi means 
to her and fellow Paiute youth, “K Camp is a sacred 
place to me.  K Camp makes me feel proud of who I 
am, no matter what.”



“We do this work because we love 
Zion National Park.  It doesn’t feel like 
work because it’s our passion.” 

-PATRICK GILL , 
ZION FOREVER PROJECT



S even days a week, the Zion Forever Project’s 
Frontline Ambassador team welcomes hundreds 

of visitors a day, thousands a month, and millions a 
year to our Forever Park Stores. Our Ambassadors 
bring friendliness, a wealth of knowledge, and 
incredible passion to the Forever Project mission and 
our one-of-a-kind national park. 

As the official retail park partner, all proceeds from 
purchases made in our park store locations directly 
benefit Zion National Park, including Kolob Canyons, 
Pipe Spring, and Cedar Breaks National Monuments.  
Many guests support the Forever Project and its Field 
Guide Programs without entirely understanding their 
essential and lasting contribution.  Donations of all 
sizes, including loose pocket change contributed at 
the cash register or adopting one of our special Zion 
Bighorn sheep, Pipe Spring longhorn, or Cedar Breaks 
pika, help ensure the necessities of our park are met.  

Park visitor experiences often include interacting 
with our Frontline Ambassador team, making a 
difference by answering pressing questions, listening 
to memorable experiences, providing safety tips, and 
helping to find curated interpretive products to take 

Making It Count, Zion 
Forever’s Frontline 
Ambassadors 

PROJECT:

home a special memory.  Our Forever Ambassadors 
provide visitors with a lasting impression through 
education, inspiration, and a spark of positivity that 
can excite every individual.

Zion’s Forever Ambassadors are not only the 
lifeblood of the success of our retail operation; they 
are essential contributors to many park programs 
and projects.  Providing retail park store funding year 
over year has ensured the stability of many vital park 
programs, including the park information paper, roving 
rangers, night sky and resource initiatives, and in-park 
education programs. 

The total impact of our park stores, and especially 
our Frontline Ambassadors, is immeasurable. What 
they accomplish daily is unbelievable and visitors often 
leave our park stores wanting to be  part of something 
bigger than themselves.  The sheer passion of place 
and determination to be stewards of our parks and 
public lands are displayed daily.  Our Ambassadors 
are making a real impact on our park and its guests.  
They are Keepers of the Sanctuary.
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   We are looking for standard 
bearers, ambassadors, and working 
partners. All efforts large and small 
can make an everlasting impact on 
our amazing parks. This is where 
you come in—you too can become 
a Keeper of the Sanctuary.
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Zion Forever Founders Circle
Join the Zion Forever Project Founders Circle with 
Scott Anderson, President and CEO of Zions Bank, 
and Kem Gardner, Chairman of Gardner Company.  
Gifts at the $100,000 and higher level will receive 
access to curated Field Guide excursions with park 
subject matter experts, Forever Project events, and 
exclusive hikes and interpretive programs.  Together, 
we help preserve the integrity of the Zion experience 
for generations to come.  For more information, please 
contact Mark Preiss, Director of the Zion Forever 
Project, at 435.668.6330 or mark.preiss@zionpark.org.
 

Major Gifts
Champion a specific project in the Field Guide by 
directing your gift to a project that matters to you.  By 
doing so, you are contributing to the enduring health 
of Zion and receive featured or anonymous recognition 
on select Zion Forever Project publications.  For more 
information, please contact Mark Preiss, Director of 
the Zion Forever Project, at 435.668.6330 or mark.
preiss@zionpark.org. 

Corporate Partners
Caring for our parks will always be a group effort.  
Your business can play a part in preserving the 
Zion experience for future generations who will 
remember your trendsetting contributions.  Becoming 
a Corporate Partner can transition your staff into 
Keepers of the Sanctuary through frontline training 
offered by the Zion Forever Project Philanthropy Team, 
along with use of Zion Forever Project collateral to help 
your patrons align your business with our mission.  
Help us teach our visitors stewardship while bringing 
hopeful energy and excitement to our cause.  To 
learn more, please contact Stephani Lyon, our 
Corporate Partnership Manager, at 435.200.9903 or 
stephani.lyon@zionpark.org or contact Mark Preiss, 
Director of Zion Forever Project,  at 435.668.6330 or 
mark.preiss@zionpark.org. 
 

Affiliate Program
Our Affiliate program provides high visibility for our 
local and corporate business partners, including 
featured support for high-impact park projects in 
the annual Field Guide.  So roll up your sleeves and 
join our working partners in helping to address the 
park’s biggest issues.  To learn more, please contact 
Stephani Lyon, our Corporate Partnership Manager, at 
435.200.9903 or stephani.lyon@zionpark.org.  

Become a Keeper 
of the Sanctuary
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For more information on how to support the Zion Forever Project, 
please call 435.200.9903 or visit zionpark.org

Annual Giving
Supporters with an annual gift of $50 or more 
will receive special gifts, including 15% discount 
at our park stores and discounts at cooperating 
association bookstores located in National Parks 
across the country. 

Honor or Memorial Gifts
The impact Zion has on many of us can resonate 
throughout a lifetime.  You can highlight the legacy of a 
loved one with a gift to the Zion Forever Project.  Gifts 
received in memory will go directly to fund the park’s 
highest project priorities.  You can also honor someone 
you admire or acknowledge special milestones such as 
birthdays by making a tribute gift.  Special recognition 
of your gift will be sent to the honoree.  Please call 
Karolee Dennett at 435.200.9903 for more information.

AmazonSmile
You can support Zion Forever Project through your 
Amazon purchases.  Simply visit smile.amazon.com 
from your computer or mobile device and choose Zion 
Forever Project as your charity of choice.  You will find 
all of the same deals as you would on Amazon, but 
through AmazonSmile, a portion of your purchase will 
be donated back to the Zion Forever Project.

Employer Matching Gifts
Ask your employer if they will match your charitable 
contribution to the Zion Forever Project.  Many 
employers sponsor matching gift programs and can 
provide you with a form to submit online or by mail.  It’s 
an easy way to help your gift go twice as far.  Please call 
Karolee Dennett at 435.200.9903 for more information.  

Gift of Securities
Gifts of stock and other appreciated securities are 
an easy way to help Zion, while also receiving a 
number of tax benefits.  Please call Karolee Dennett 
at 435.200.9903 for more information. 

Add up for Zion
Keep an eye out for the Zion Forever ‘Z’ logo at local 
businesses.  Many of our local participating business 
partners will give you the option to Add Up for Zion, 
so your loose change can help change Zion’s future.  

Social Media
In addition to raising funds, you can help make 
a difference by simply liking the Zion Forever 
Instagram page and following us on Facebook.  
We offer engaging information through our social 
media channels which you can share with others 
and bring attention to our mission of stewardship. 
#wethekeepers @zionforeverproject



Mark Preiss
Director, Zion Forever Project 
435.668.6330
mark.preiss@zionpark.org 

Kacey Jones 
Assistant Director of Development 
435.705.1835
kacey.jones@zionpark.org 

Stephani Lyon 
Corporate Partnership Manager 
702.556.1596
stephani.lyon@zionpark.org 

Zachary Almaguer 
Marketing & Communications Manager
214.675.8504
zachary.almaguer@zionpark.org

David Pettit
Page 11

Mikayla Shoup/St. George News 
Page 15 

Overland 
Page 22 

Wade Wixom 
Pages 30, 44, 62 & 66

Shannon Eberhard 
Page 31

Reach Out

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Michael Plyler 
Director of Field Programs 
435.772.3264
michael.plyler@zionpark.org  

Savannah Dunn 
Assistant Director of Retail 
435.772.3264
savannah.dunn@zionpark.org 

Wade Wixom 
Creative Manager
435.200.9903
wade.wixom@zionpark.org 

Karolee Dennett 
Development Program Specialist 
435.200.9903
karolee.dennett@zionpark.org 

Mike Saemisch 
Page 38 

Riley Abi Farish 
Page 40  

Cadence Cook 
Page 46

Kevin Abel/U.S. Forest Service 
64

ZIONPARK.ORG
@ZIONFOREVERPROJECT

#WETHEKEEPERS
435.200.9903



ZIONPARK.ORG


	2020 Field Guide
	blank
	2020 Field Guide
	2020 Field Guide
	2020 Field Guide

