




It is with distinct gratitude that we share our 2021 Field Guide with 
you today, with recognition to all of you for lending a hand in helping 
to protect and sustain the legacy of Zion National Park through a 
difficult season. 

Through your investment and partnership, we head into spring with 
unparalleled accomplishment across our three parks and our gateway 
communities:  

•  $6.6M secured for Cedar Breaks Visitor Contact Station 
•  $15.5M secured for East Zion Visitor Center
•  $33M grant for Zion’s new Electric Transit System

The Field Guide envisioned these emerging projects, beginning 
with its first publication in 2018. As you leaf through your ’21 guide, 
you’ll see how much work has been done to ensure our parks remain 
resilient and prepared for current and future visitors. This “Book of 
Solutions” is filled with projects of hope and optimism for the future.  

There is significant work before us as we continue to build a shared 
stewardship model for Zion National Park, Cedar Breaks National 
Monument and Pipe Spring National Monument that inspires the 
world. We’re just getting started.  

On Behalf of the Zion Forever Project – 

MARK PREISS 
Director of Philanthropy
Zion Forever Project

STEPHANI LYON 
Assistant Director of Philanthropy
Zion Forever Project
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Temples & Towers of the Virgin, Zion 
Canyon at Park Headquarters



“I don’t think anyone ever really 

leaves Zion. It sort of captures a 

part of you and holds on forever.”

– J.L. Crawford, early resident of Zion Canyon
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Sunset at Kolob Terrace.
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  n November 19th, 1919, more than a century ago, President 
Woodrow Wilson designated Zion as Utah’s first National Park. 
Just months earlier, President Wilson  was stricken with the 
1918 Influenza Pandemic. Luckily  he recovered. Like our nation 
then, we have joined from a “social” distance to remain vigilant 
in honoring our mission to conserve, unimpaired, these park 
resources for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of 
present and future generations.

I hope you will join me in congratulating the National Park 
Service staff, volunteers, Zion Forever staff, and all our many 
partners working on the front lines in the park this past season! 
Keeping trails open, rescuing imperiled hikers, loading and 
maintaining park shuttles, offering “distanced” Jr. Ranger 
moments, shifting to modified outdoor Visitor Centers, and 
sharing virtual classroom lessons online, among many other 
activities, ensured visitor access to our natural and cultural 
heritage, our parks, that we have all recently re-learned are 
essential, especially during the coronavirus pandemic.

The Zion National Park Forever Project remains our nearly 
century-long, highly committed philanthropic partner ensuring 
priority park programs and initiatives gain funding that might 
otherwise not be possible. This year’s 2021 Field Guide honors 
what your support meant this past season for Cedar Breaks 
and Pipe Spring National Monuments, and Zion National Park.  
It illustrates the impact of your gifts and highlights critical park 
needs we have today. As you turn the pages, think of what 
Zion, Pipe Spring and Cedar Breaks mean to you, and discover 
how you can help conserve these essential places.  Stay safe, 
and I wish you a healthy 2021!

JEFF BRADYBAUGH
Superintendent, Zion National Park
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The Zion we know today was once a giant sand dune thousands of feet deep. Over count-
less epochs the shifting sand hardened into stone and a river began to cut through it. As 
eons passed, the river washed away what it could, creating the canyon we know today. What 
remained on the castle-like skyline were peaks, towers,  mesas, and spires that survived due to 
the erosion resistant rock that caps them. 

Because of you, the Zion Forever Project is building an erosion-resistant layer of on- going 
support to protect this place we all love. Call it philanthropic geology. Together we’re working 
to ensure Zion’s sustainability and availability for future generations. We each create our own 
layers of support from our personal stories in Zion. Those stories, which include our many 
ways of giving back, help strengthen the awesome skyline that stands before our eyes and 
shines deep in our hearts.

LYMAN HAFEN
Executive Director
Zion Forever Project



Ponderosa Pine forest on the Kolob Terrace 
at an elevation of 7,000 feet.
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CARING FOR OUR PARKS WILL 
ALWAYS BE A GROUP EFFORT

Scott & Jesselie Anderson
Kem & Carolyn Gardner
Gail Miller Family
Mitt & Ann Romney
Kevin & Stacy McLaws
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ZION CIRCLE FOUNDERS
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IMPROVING 
TODAY 

• Infrastructure
• Maintenance
• Trails & Roads
• Transportation 
• Enhancements
• Search & Rescue

Park Service Trail Crew pours concrete as part 
of the Emerald Pools trail restoration.
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BECAUSE OF YOU . . .
Established with the future in mind, National Parks and 
Monuments have critical needs today. With your grass-root 
support, we provide the park, and the women and men who 
operate it, critical resources that matter now.
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PROGRESS REPORT

Making a Difference Today
EMERALD POOLS TRAIL NETWORK 
RESTORED AFTER 10+ YEARS

Investments from individual donors like 
you and key partners like the George S. and 
Dolores Dore Eccles Foundation, the National 
Park Foundation, and the National Park 
Service’s Centennial Challenge Grant funded 
many of the park’s top line immediate needs.

• The Emerald Pools Trail Network fully 
re-opened after a decade of closures. The 
project’s completion fully restores one of 
the park’s most accessible trails, listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
as a heritage site that will be hiked by 
millions in the seasons to come.
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Hikers enjoy the view from 
high above Middle Emerald 
Pools. The trail was restored 
after a decade of closure. 

Training and equipment are crucial to the success 
of the Search and Rescue team.

• The dream of a new Visitor Contact Station 
at Cedar Breaks moves forward with the 
allocation of $6.6 million towards the 
project.  

• A community garden at Pipe Spring 
National Monument now trains Master 
Gardeners and helps feed the local tribal 
community.

• Park Search and Rescue teams were 
equipped to respond to more than 
400 calls for assistance, rescues and 
emergencies in some of the most rugged 
terrain in the country.



BIKE RACKS

Pedaling in
Zion Canyon
FUNDING NEEDED: $40,000

This past season as Zion’s iconic shuttle-
buses were filled to capacity, eager visitors 
discovered an alternative way to experience 
Zion Canyon; they biked!

For park-goers willing to pedal, the eight-mile 
Zion Canyon Scenic Drive is an enchanting 
winding road traveling past some of the 
park’s most prominent mountain peaks and 
viewpoints. It carves past Angels Landing all 
the way to the staging area for the famous 
Narrows hike on the bank of the Virgin River.

Two of the most prominent stops, the Temple 
of Sinawava and the Grotto, have restroom 
facilities, paved access to the river, and 
developed parking areas. However, they 
lack the increased capacity for additional 
bicycles. With your support, new bike racks 

will help accommodate the hundreds of bikes 
that are parked daily along the Scenic Drive.

When bikes are laid on the ground or 
strapped to trees, visitors are unknowingly 
damaging park resources, harming sensitive 
vegetation and native plants, and creating 
potential safety hazards by blocking access 
to pathways and trails.

This project moves Zion toward becoming 
a more bike-friendly park while also 
encouraging eco-friendly transportation 
and reducing the number of vehicles in Zion 
Canyon. Built from sturdy weather resistant 
metal, these racks last decades with little 
maintenance, and will serve thousands of 
cyclists each season.

“If you haven’t ridden the canyon from 

top to bottom, you really are missing 

out. It can be eerily quiet around some 

turns. It makes you feel so small in an 

enormous space.” 

– Park Guest
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MULTI-USE TRAIL

La Verkin to 
Zion’s South 
Entrance

One thousand feet of elevation, 22 miles 
of rural highway, and some of the most 
peaceful yet dramatic landscapes in the 
nation separate Zion National Park from the 
communities of Hurricane and La Verkin 
lower down the plateau in Southwest Utah.  

State Route 9 is the region’s main artery into 
the park. With a challenging section, known 
locally as “the twist,” cyclists and hikers 
compete with traffic trek along the road-
side with vehicles flying by. This initiative, 
supported by a regional coalition, envisions 
a phased trail network connecting local 
communities directly with the park while 
providing a safe, fun, and scenic alternative 
to driving.

Part of a larger vision focused on sustainable 
initiatives within the Greater Zion Landscape, 
support of this project helps fund the first 
phase of an eventual 22 miles of trail. Your 
donation will unlock matching funds, and 
build a reliable and accessible connector 
focused on promoting access through alter-
native transportation. The paved multi-modal 
trail system would accommodate hikers, 
cyclists, and those with limited mobility.  

This long-needed connection establishes a 
backbone of infrastructure, eventually joining 
with trails from St. George Utah, heading 
directly into the park. Future plans integrate 

FUNDING NEEDED: $50,000

popular bike sharing programs already avail-
able in other parts of the county, and stops 
along the way offer opportunities to mean-
ingfully engage users with park information 
and interpretive displays. 

The Zion Regional Collaborative is composed 
of leaders from the towns of Springdale, 
Rockville, La Verkin, the city of Hurricane, 
and officials with BLM and Washington 
County. They bring a diversity of thought and 
a level of expertise needed to plan, design, 
engineer, and build this forward minded 
project. Your contribution endorses a future 
encouraging all of us to be outside and experi-
ence the land in a more connected way.  

Mountain biking the network of trails surrounding 
Zion National Park. Photo courtesy kidsproject.org



THE EAST ZION INITIATIVE

One Chance to
Get it Right

Z ion Mountain Ranch, at the east entrance 
to Zion National Park, is the last unprotected 
gateway to a national park in the continental 
US. The entire property encompasses over 
6,000 acres of land in Kane County adjacent 
to the parks eastern border.  

The mission of landowners, Kevin and Stacy 
McLaws, is to create a conservation-based, 
sustainable gateway rooted in providing 
visitor experiences and services, nurturing 
our next generation of public land stewards.

Their mission is a shared vision, cultivated 
over several years, through collaborative 
planning with Zion National Park, Kane 
County, Utah Clean Cities, and a host of federal 
and state agencies including the Bureau of 

FUNDING NEEDED: 
Your Gift of Any Amount

Land Management, the Utah Office of Tourism, 
and the Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation. 

The East Zion Initiative and protection of the 
landscape through conservation easements 
is a critical priority for Zion National Park. The 
project aligns with the park’s long term Gen-
eral Management Plan and helps alleviate 
the impacts of overcrowding in Zion’s main 
canyon by extending the visitor experience 
beyond the boundaries of the park.  

Working in concert with these partners – 
this is a once in a lifetime opportunity to 
protect the integrity of the east side of Zion 
by helping to implement a conservation 
strategy that protects this legacy landscape 
in perpetuity.

East Zion offers dramatically different views from 
the main canyon. Beyond the gates, securing the 
conservation easements on private land extends 
the park experience while protecting the land from 
future incompatible developments.  

The East Zion Initiative involves unprecedented 
cooperation from private land owners, state and 
federal agencies and the Zion Forever Project.
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EAST ZION VISITOR CENTER

A Second Home

The East Zion Visitor Center will serve as 
an official Zion National Park visitor center, 
including full Arrowhead designation, man-
aged through a multi-partner agreement 
between Zion NPS, Kane County, and Zion 
Forever Project. 

The building will be the gathering place 
and launch point for the new trails network 
planned on Zion’s east side. A spectrum of 
trail experiences will be available, from inter-
pretive pathways linking key destinations to 
more rugged trails eventually connecting to 
the trails within the park.

  The 7,000 square foot facility will include 
visitor orientation, Interpretative and Active 
Learning Programs, Jr. Ranger and special 
community events, as well as changing 
exhibits allowing the park to showcase items 
from its archives. A large format theater and 
community garden will provide educational 
entertainment and agricultural experiences 
for guests and local residents. A Zion Forever 
park store will provide books, maps, park 
themed souvenirs and essentials.

With $15.5M secured from Utah’s Community 
Impact Board though Kane County, additional 

FUNDING NEEDED: $200,000 
$15.5M Secured through Kane County
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funding is needed to establish a full season 
of active learning programs, including K-12 
curriculum, and Title 1 programs. Funding is 
also needed to outfit the new location with 
interpretive displays, walkways, and restroom 
facilities.

The Visitor Center will serve as a hub for an 
electric shuttle transit network, connecting 
East Zion, Kane & Washington Communities 
with the park through a regional, seamless 
transit experience, extending programmatic 
and recreational opportunities across the 
Greater Zion Landscape.

Your gift builds the future of the park 
experience in the last unprotected gateway 
to a National Park in the lower 48 states.

The East Zion Visitor Center will be a gathering 
place for the 1 million visitors who enter Zion from 
the side nearest parks like Bryce Canyon, Glen 
Canyon and the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. 

Renderings by Overland Architecture



Outside park boundaries, 24 miles of moun-
tain bike trail are planned for the north side 
of Highway 9, adjacent to the new East Zion 
Visitor Center. This will be the recreational 
companion to 40-miles of hiking trail on the 
south side of the road. 

Over 1.5 million visitors enter Zion National 
Park through its East Zion gateway. This 
project extends recreation opportunities 
beyond the park for millions of visitors and 
locals alike and provide much needed relief 
to the visitation impacts seen in Zion’s main 
canyon while preserving the sanctity of park 
borders. 

The 24 mile network of trails and features 
backed by views of Zion’s peaks and valleys, 
provide riders of all levels access to this rec-
reational opportunity at the eastern gateway 
of Zion National Park. Fully accessible to the 
public, its protection is ensured in perpetuity 
through trail easements already donated by 
Zion Mountain Ranch and the McLaws family. 

This visionary project will see rangers, con-
servation specialists from groups like ACE 
(American Conservation Experience), and 
project stakeholders working side by side to 
construct the trails, waysides, and restroom 
facilities. 

With your help, we will break ground on the 
first 24 miles of mountain biking trail this year.

Proposed 
East Zion 
Trail System

When completed, more than 60 
miles of new hiking trails and 
biking trails will be accessible to 
Zion visitors.

EAST ZION TRAILS

Hiking & Biking
Beyond Park 
Boundaries
FUNDING NEEDED: $500,000

PHASE I

PHASE II

24 miles of mountain biking trail will be construct-
ed north of Highway 9 outside the park gates.

Photo courtesy Zion Ponderosa
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With 527 acres of border lands donated by the McLaws family, 181 acres remain in need of protection 
through conservation easements along Zion’s eastern border.

EAST ZION CONSERVATION

Protecting the Natural Setting

In order to safeguard the conservation vision 
of the East Zion Initiative more than 700 
acres must be protected through conserva-
tion easements. These easements will protect 
the natural, scenic, and agricultural heritage 
of the land from incompatible development 
forever. Through the generosity of the 
McLaws family, the largest tracts totaling 527 
acres have already been conserved. 

With your support, Zion Forever is working 
to secure a conservation easement on 37.7 

FUNDING NEEDED: $1.15M

acres of heavily trafficked land adjacent 
to the park’s east entrance. This catalyst 
acquisition removes development rights, 
and secures the eastern gateway, guaran-
teeing public access through a curated trails 
network linking directly to the new East 
Zion Visitor Center. The next phase includes 
conserving 144 acres of agricultural land just 
east of the 37 acre parcel.



INFORMING 
TOMORROW 

• Jr. Rangers
• Classroom Visits
• Virtual Lessons
• Concrete-to-Canyons
• Park Field Trips
• Interpretive Media

Preparing a rising generation of citizens and 
leaders to care for our public lands.
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BECAUSE OF YOU . . .
Programs focused on the next generation of land stewards 
recognize that youth are not just part of the solution tomorrow; 
they are part of the answer today. Investments in education and 
inspirational experiences assure their success. 
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PROGRESS REPORT

Making a Difference Tomorrow
CONTINUING IN CHALLENGING CIRCUMSTANCES

With your support, students of all ages 
had their horizons expanded in the park, in 
classrooms, and virtually at home. Through 
Zion Forever funded grants, Utah’s college 
students developed and lead emerging IT 
initiatives and assisted with park operations 
working side by side with rangers, repairing 
trails, caring for wildlife, and keeping park 
visitors safe and informed. 

Zion Forever donors funded more than 
30,000 hours of park internship opportunities 
at Zion National Park, Cedar Breaks National 
Monument and Pipe Spring National Monument.

Distance learning played a crucial 
role in a year where the Covid-19 
pandemic limited many traditional 
education programs. 

• Working through leadership at Dixie State 
University, and with assistance from Dixie 
Tech and Southern Utah University’s IIC in-
ternship program, students developed the 
park’s first digital visitation dashboard to 
help better manage park operations.

• In 2020 more than 2000 children had 
their “first Zion” moment 

• With digital and distanced learning in high 
demand over 1500 students connected 
with park rangers to have a “Virtual Zion” 
experience safely at home.



EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Concrete-to-Canyons, Rangers in 
Classrooms & Distance Learning

Educating young people about land stew-
ardship means connecting beyond the park. 
It means rangers reaching into classrooms, 
community centers, and homes. 

The parks belong to everyone, and Federal 
programs like Title I ensure Zion’s education 
initiatives reach children and students with 
the highest needs.

In Utah, many students in Title I schools 
have never had an opportunity to experi-
ence parks right in their own backyard. Zion 
Forever supporters who contribute towards 
these education initiatives fund the school 
buses needed to ensure 3,000+ Utah 
students have a chance to experience Zion 
for themselves.

FUNDING NEEDED:

•  Concrete-to-Canyons: $60,000
•  Ranger’s in Classrooms: $30,000
•  Title I Transportation: $15,000
•  Distance Learning: $47,000

For school children in Las Vegas, their first 
Zion experience might be through the award 
winning Concrete to Canyons program. This 
nearly decade-long initiative brings eager 
fifth-graders out of Las Vegas classrooms, 
and into the Zion Canyon. For many, it is their 
first experience in such a vast and natural 
landscape.  

Students, teachers, and chaperones spend 
3 days camping, participating in fun and 
educational games, and connecting with 
rangers.

“For many of our students, this program 

exposes them to their first experience in 

a national park from camping to learning 

how to learn from nature and respect it. 

It’s a gift we have so appreciated!”   

– Linda Bush & Laurie Silvaggio,        
   Teachers, Clark County School District

The big lawn in front of the Zion National Park 
Lodge is a favorite place for kids to  participate in 
supervised activities with Park Rangers.
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Concrete-to-Canyons brings children from 
Title I Nevada schools to Zion for several days of 
educational activities in an outdoor environment.

With such foundational in-park programs, it’s 
important to remember that not everyone is 
able to come to Zion. That’s when rangers 
come to them.

Reaching the local tri-county area and pro-
viding connections for 40 schools across 
3rd, 4th, and 5th grade classrooms, Zion’s 
“Rangers in Classrooms” program teaches 
lessons focused on natural sciences like bi-
ology and geology. The program spans more 
than 100 classrooms across Utah. Rangers 
also introduce students to the “Every Kid 
Outdoors” campaign providing a free pass to 
4th and 5th graders ensuring they and their 
families are able to visit the park without an 
entry fee. 

The park’s virtual program kept classrooms 
connected when gathering was not safe. 
Having provided lessons in 3 different coun-
tries, 2021 seeks funding to provide the staff 
and resources needed to reach upwards of 
5,000 students globally.

“I wanted to thank you personally for 

your excellent virtual field trip. The 

students expressed how much they 

enjoyed it, and now they all want to 

visit. During this difficult time of school 

closure, I cannot thank you enough for 

bringing fantastic learning and also joy 

into our online classroom.” 

– Teacher, International School of Aruba



JUNIOR RANGERS

Connecting Kids with Nature

Whether it’s their first badge or their 100th, 
each time a new Jr. Ranger is “sworn-in”, the 
park service fulfills its mission of inspiring this 
and future generations.

Free to the public, each child age four and 
older, is afforded the privilege of becoming 
a Jr. Ranger.  Every participant receives a fun 
and informative Jr. Ranger book with activity 
pages geared towards a younger audience. 
This helps children connect more deeply 
with the park, learning park rules, cleaning 
up trash, observing plants and wildlife, 
attending park programs, and finishing fun 
puzzles and drawings.

Once the book is complete, the deserving 
graduate visits a ranger to be sworn in and 

FUNDING NEEDED: $40,000

receive their official badge. Pipe Spring, 
Cedar Breaks, and Zion all offer long-standing 
Jr. Ranger programs, and even with COVID 
restrictions, rangers were able to make safe 
and distanced contacts providing hundreds 
with in-park programs alongside virtual 
lessons.

More than books and badges, the Jr. Ranger 
initiative also hosts a wide variety of field 
talks and programs engaging an estimated 
40,000 park guests. At an average cost of 
just $1.35 for an activity book and badge, 
even a small gift connects the next explorer 
to a future filled with outdoor appreciation.

Swearing-in Junior Rangers is one of the most 
enjoyable duties for park rangers, and something 
most children will remember long after their visit.
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“Whenever I swear in a Jr. Ranger, I pause 

and wonder, ‘Was that a future Park 

Superintendent or a Senator?’ You just 

have no idea what impact it might have.”  

– Mike Large, Interpretive Ranger               
   Zion National Park

Working to inspire young minds has always been a 
core tenet of the park service.  During school field 
trips or through the Jr. Ranger program, having an 
experience with a ranger is a lifetime memory.



ZION WAYSIDE SIGNS

Tracking the Trekking Assets

At some of the Nation’s most scenic and 
remote locations, from wilderness trailheads 
to roadside viewpoints, you may not always 
find a ranger, but you will usually find a sign.  

By National Park Service definition, these 
signs and placards are known as Interpretive 
Media. For visitors to Zion, these permanent 
displays provide critical information like trail 
difficulty and length, as well as educational 
information about cultural history and natural 
sciences.

In a park visited by millions each year, 
Zion’s signs have informed their share of 
visitors. Some, after decades of service, 
succumb to the elements, others require 
updating, and unfortunately, many have been 
defaced with senseless graffiti.

With the last audit occurring more than 
a decade ago, a donation to this project 
provides the equipment and seasonal staff 
necessary to visit, assess, log, and map 
each one of Zion’s nearly 250 signs and 
interpretive displays. Once complete, park 
staff will begin the hard work of designing 
and installing new signage.

FUNDING NEEDED: $45,100

Wayside signs help direct and inform the public.  
Keeping these signs in good condition is crucial for 
safe and meaningful visitor experiences. The Emer-
ald Pools sign was updated after repaired portions 
of the trail reopened following a decade of closure.

Even a simple sign identifying a 
landmark or trailhead can reassure 
guests they’re in the right place and 
prevent confusion, especially in 
remote wilderness locations where 
taking the wrong trail can have 
serious consequences. 
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Being prepared for any outing to a National 
Park is a good idea, but in a busy park like 
Zion, the planning process starts before 
reaching the gates. 

In 2019 and 2020, grass-roots donors con-
tributed to the ParkData project, funding  the 
procurement of remote data base-stations, 
laptops, rugged batteries, software, and 
an essential workforce composed of staff 
and students from Dixie State University, 
Dixie Technical College, and Southern Utah 
University. Now, the data has converged 
and for the first time the hard work of this 
interdisciplinary team is on display in a very 
real way. 

Are there lines at the entrances? How full are 
the parking lots? Are the shuttles running? 
What trails are open and are they busy? 
Rather than relying on tips from Twitter or 
advice left on Facebook posts, park guests 
get a real-time snapshot of the park through 
a publicly available app.

Visitors are not the only ones who benefit 
from the data. Park staff, with access to a 
live visitation dashboard, can include these 

PARK DATA 2.0

Real-Time Info
Available to All
FUNDING NEEDED: $45,000

new insights into planning adjusted shuttle 
schedules, parking and roadway management, 
and future infrastructure projects.

Your support means a continuation of 
technology-centered internships focused on 
interpreting the results of the data network. 
It encourages students to pursue meaningful 
careers in their field by offering an enriching 
experience inside the park. 

This second round of investment will take 
this innovative project mainstream, serving 
as a model to other parks and agencies, 
getting to the core issue of helping guests 
plan their trip with an increased feeling of 
preparedness and space.

With data readily available, rangers 
can monitor crowds and make 
timely resource decisions.

Park visitors can better plan activities with up-to-
date information regarding crowds and parking.



Seeing double digit visitation increases 
this past summer, public demand for quality, 
remote, high-alpine experiences – like 
the ones offered at Cedar Breaks National 
Monument, are greater than ever before.  

Currently, the popular Sunset Trail has only 
one interpretive sign to accommodate park 
guests. With the planned construction of the 
Monument’s new Visitor Contact Station, this 
alpine gem requires refreshing. 

At just over 2 miles round trip, this easily 
accessible trail begins beside the popular 
Point Supreme overlook. This gentle trail 
takes Monument guests past glowing wild 
flowers, culminating with a jaw dropping 
view, perfect for sunset.

CEDAR BREAKS WAYSIDE SIGNS

Sharing Stories 
at 10,000 Feet
FUNDING NEEDED: $5,139

Park experts have envisioned a new series of 
eight large format sign installations, entitled 
“Beyond the Rim”, focused on sharing a 
deeper understanding of Cedar Breaks as a 
National Treasure. Each beautifully designed 
station will focus on a different topic, educat-
ing visitors about park geology, plants and 
animals, as well as the history of the land. 

Park Management have the staff and labor 
needed to complete the project, but they 
lack funding for the quality materials needed 
to construct and install the new waysides. 
From many hands, or through a generous 
individual, a small gift brings to life vivid 
interpretive displays, educating and inspiring 
millions as seasonal visitation continues to 
increase.

Wildflowers are abundant in mid and late summer 
in and around Cedar Breaks. The historic cabin in 
the background was built in 1910.

“Powerful stories and information help 

visitors appreciate the contributions Ce-

dar Breaks has made to our National her-

itage. On the trail, immersed in some of 

the most beautiful landscapes on earth, 

these offerings provide a chance to ap-

preciate the land, not just for its beauty, 

but as a resource to be cherished.”         

– Kathleen Gonder, Superintendent                 
   Cedar Breaks National Monument. 
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COLLEGE INTERNSHIPS

Helping Them 
to Help Us
FUNDING NEEDED: $75,000

For college interns in Utah, public lands offer 
some of the most engaging internship expe-
riences in the nation. The Intergovernmental 
Internship Cooperative (IIC), is a student 
focused career driven pipeline unlike any 
other. Based on the campus of Southern Utah 
University in Cedar City, this program sends 
eager students from universities across 
the state, into the field. These interns work 
side-by-side with park staff assisting with park 
management, operations, and research. Nearly 
one out of every two participants will go 
on to work in positions related to land and 
resource management. 

This past season, IIC interns were relied on 
more than ever, helping to maintain critical 
operations during the pandemic. IIC students 
lead by providing socially distanced interpre-
tive information at parks like Cedar Breaks, 
helping to manage traffic and load shuttles 
in Zion, and working to offer support in their 
own communities like on the Kaibab Paiute 
Reservation surrounding Pipe Spring National 
Monument.  

Technology focused interns were offered the 
chance to partner with the team at Park-
Data working in the field to keep high tech 
sensors calibrated. Interns assisted with trail 
construction along the lesser traveled Kolob 
Terrace Road.

The program’s combined efforts saw more 
than 95,000 hours of student-lead stew-
ardship across the region with Zion Forever 
supporters working to help fund the programs 
at Zion, Cedar Breaks, and Pipe Spring. Your 
continued gifts prepare future leaders for mean-
ingful careers in public lands management.

“Here’s a list of everywhere IIC interns 

helped: the Visitor Center, the shut-

tle line, South Campground, Canyon 

Junction, the Lodge, the Grotto, and the 

Temple of Sinawava. Behind the scenes 

they helped design maps and graphics, 

grew native plants in the nursery, and 

helped staff with an entrance station 

re-design. Overlay these locations on a 

map and you’ll see how important and 

integrated IIC interns are to park opera-

tions. We could not do it without them.”

– Eleanor Siebers, Internships Coordinator

Photo courtesy Southern Utah University



PROTECTING 
FOREVER 

• Preserving Collections
• Protecting Wildlife
• Resource Restoration
• Cultural Preservation
• Land Conservation

Our forever mission is dedicated 
to preserving the timeless qualities 
of Zion in spite of ever-changing 
circumstances. 
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BECAUSE OF YOU . . .BECAUSE OF YOU . . .
Conserving fragile and unique outdoor experiences is 
essential.  Because of you, the Zion Forever Project remains 
committed to ensuring that our work lasts forever. That 
means focusing on sustainable solutions. 
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PROGRESS REPORT

Making a Difference Forever
ELECTRIC  SHUTTLE SYSTEM A KEY STEP 
FOR ZION’S SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

“For the enjoyment of future generations.”  
These final words of the National Park Service 
mission guide our need to protect forever.  
With projects focused on sustainability, 
cultural preservation, and long-term solutions 
to tough challenges, it is because of you we 
are able to reach into the future.

Despite the challenges faced globally this past 
year, our community joined together, investing 
hours, dollars, and resources to ensure key 
projects moved forward:

• The generosity of anonymous landown-
ers, and gap funding provided by you, 
meant more than 600 acres of land along 
the borders of Zion National Park and the 
Virgin River were permanently conserved.  

• Donors, both online and in our park 
stores, provided resources needed to care 
for and monitor Zion’s famous Condor 
chick, 1K, as he became the park’s first to 
successfully leave the nest, an amazing 
milestone for the species’ recovery.

• Zion Forever support funded the first look 
at important genetic research into the 
canyon’s population of Mexican Spotted 
Owls.  For this species, federally listed as 
threatened, the red rock walls and cliff 
of Zion provide one of the few remaining 
protected, and resource rich, habitats.

• Water is important everywhere, but 
essential in the desert. Your generosity 
in 2020 allowed park researchers and 
scientists to establish baseline research 
on 60 of the park’s life giving springs, 
focusing on understanding water needs in 
the future.

Preserving native culture and 
providing meaningful visitor 
experiences are part of the 
Forever mission.

Re-charged and ready to go, the new electric 
shuttle fleet will enhance every aspect of the Zion 
Experience, and will serve as inspiration for trans-
porting visitors throughout the southwest.



Delicately stored in the park’s museum 
archives rest 7,000 historic maps, drawings, 
and blueprints documenting more than a 
century of NPS efforts in both Zion Nation-
al Park and Cedar Breaks National Monu-
ment. The detailed records are very useful 
to park staff and researchers in developing 
future projects and plans.

Their volume and complexity requires a digital 
solution, but the blueprints and grids are far 
too large for traditional scanners. A donation 
to this project funds the procurement of a 
large format scanner and the seasonal work-
force needed to preserve the primary source 

SCANNING MAPS & DOCUMENTS

Preserving History With Technology
FUNDING NEEDED: $31,500

documents forever. They will be used directly 
by park planners already focused on the next 
century of infrastructure design and resource 
allocation.

Once digitized, the park will make the ar-
chives available to be shared with the public 
through interpretive displays and online cata-
logs. The scanning process means archivists 
no longer have to handle older fragile prints 
or worry about deteriorating originals. Your 
gift today ensures that the plans of the past 
century continue to inform park decisions 
into the next.
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Pipe Spring National Monument serves as 
a cultural touchstone, connecting visitors 
and local communities through a story of 
conflict and compromise on the Arizona 
Strip. Parks like Pipe Spring have the ability 
to transport guests into the past, offering a 
chance to experience life in the West, from 
the perspective of the native Kaibab Paiute or 
as told in recorded stories from early settlers 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. Part of creating that experience 
involves careful attention to historical 
accuracy and detail.

The pioneer fort, period-specific costumes, 
and antique tools used for demonstrations 
and festivals are meticulously conserved 
or reproduced to match the look and feel 
of the time. The Monument’s main historic 
structure, known as “Winsor Castle,” has been 
reconditioned to how it would have operated 
in the 1850’s when it was part of a working 
ranch. Park staff have reconstructed other 
ranch buildings and Native American struc-
tures showing what life may have been like 
for the Paiute people during that same time.  

Historic costumes and artifacts add col-
or to annual celebrations and events like 
the popular winter celebration, “Frontier 
Holiday Traditions.” During this gathering 
the grounds are fully adorned for a pioneer 
Christmas, featuring Tribal-led drum circles, 
hot chocolate around the campfire, cowboy 
songs by the chuck wagon, and a candle-lit fort.

Your generosity allows the park to replace 
broken items, update inaccurate pieces, and 
grow the program by providing supplies for 
cooking and musical demonstrations, as 
well as funding Native musicians to play at 
annual public gatherings. This small invest-
ment secures a cultural legacy at this historic 
gathering place.

PIPE SPRING ARTIFACTS

Authentically Historic
FUNDING NEEDED: $2,500

“We are really telling multiple stories here; 

the stories of the native people, the story 

of Mormon settlers, and the story of their 

interactions with each other and the U.S. 

Government. It is not always a positive tale, 

but it is one that we endeavor to under-

stand and to share.” 

– Fred Armstrong, Superintendent,         
   Pipe  Spring National Monument



PAIUTE YOUTH CAMP

Sustaining the Native Spirit
FUNDING NEEDED: $15,000

Camp Kwiyamuntsi, or K Camp, is a rare 
opportunity for young Southern Paiutes to 
gather and allow Tribal elders to offer their 
knowledge and guidance. The Paiute people 
and their ancestors have existed in these 
lands beyond recorded time. Sharing their 
knowledge with the next generation is one 
way to maintain their culture and traditions.  

“I feel more connected with my ancestors 
when I am here, and with how they survived.” 
– K Camp participant.

During the day, the immersive experience 
has campers participate in activities led by 
Tribal elders and staff focused on cultural 
values and traditions. These lessons help 
connect them to their heritage. Campers 
also meet with National Park, BLM, and U.S. 
Forest rangers, learning about the fieldwork, 
science, and research that helps park 
managers conserve natural resources. At 
night, they gather and share stories rooted 
in the tribe’s traditional understanding of 
nature and familial connections. These pivotal 
moments open their minds to new opportunities. 

Past camps have offered a range of fun 
outdoor activities that get participants 
engaged in new outdoor experiences like 
hiking and fishing. For some, it might even 
be their first time camping.

Continued support from the Forever Project 
means this collaboration with Southern 
Paiute Bands and multiple federal land 
agencies will continue to offer native youth 
a chance to connect and have a meaningful 
summer camp experience rooted in their 
historic values and traditions.

“You can tell that they want to learn, and 

all this knowledge filling their heads, you 

can tell it touches them. That is why I am 

grateful for this camp, the Tribe, and the 

agencies that put this together.” 

– K Camp Parent and Tribal Member
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PIPE SPRING NIGHT SKY

The Stories of 
Two Night Skies
FUNDING NEEDED: $5,000

In a sacred Paiute legend, a spirit, who in 
human form went by the name Na-Gah, made 
a courageous journey to the center of the sky 
destined to shine forever as the North Star 
for all to see. His story, and those like it, are 
some of the earliest oral traditions shared 
by western indigenous tribes as they sought 
to interpret and understand the seemingly 
magical movements of the night sky.

Far from city lights, in remote Northern 
Arizona, is the historic and tribally significant 
Pipe Spring National Monument. The 
monument lies entirely within the Kaibab 
Indian Reservation with the park’s visitor 
center adjacent to the tribal museum. In 
addition to the rich collection of native 
culture, the park also boasts some of the 
darkest skies in Arizona.  

Already in the process of achieving Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park status, Pipe Spring is 
unique to other sites, offering a focus on the 
legends and stories of the Southern Pai-
ute. With your help, this project will fund the 

creation of a viewing area where park guests 
can come to experience and enjoy the night 
sky, not just as it is widely appreciated today, 
but as it was and continues to be understood 
by the Paiute people. Interpretive signage 
will explain the story of “two” nights, one side 
filled with the Greco-Roman constellations 
and the other contrasted with stories and 
images of the Southern Paiute.  

More than simply a spot to stargaze, this joint 
project among the National Park Service 
and the Tribe, will give a new home to 
existing ranger programs, Tribally hosted 
night sky events, and expanded activities 
for astronomy festivals. The park’s goal is to 
foster a community of dedicated Dark Sky 
lovers, ensuring the conservation of this 
region’s delicate night sky.

“The future impact will be citizen 

scientists who will then educate and 

guide local businesses, organizations 

and residents on the benefits of pro-

tecting dark skies and how community 

members can help. This project will be 

the first step in encouraging our local 

community to become more aware of 

the importance of Dark Skies.”  

– Fermin Salas, Chief of Interpretation, 

Pipe Spring National Monument



Twenty-one years ago Zion National Park’s 
shuttle system revolutionized park trans-
portation. The visionary system connects 
park visitors to trailheads, nearby hotels, 
restaurants, and businesses in the adjacent 
gateway of Springdale. This project was the 
result of collaboration between the mayor of 
the town and the park Superintendent.

Today, Zion’s iconic shuttles continue 
their tireless duty of shepherding millions 
of visitors in and out of the park. In 2019 
alone, Zion shuttles accommodated more 
than 6 million passenger boardings. Riders 

ALTERNATIVE FUEL SHUTTLES

Moving In the 
Right Direction
FUNDING NEEDED:
Your Gift of Any Amount

are greeted with well maintained, but 
decades-old propane powered buses that 
lumber their way between towering canyon 
walls.

Zion Forever supporters were critical in 
lobbying for a recently awarded $33M grant 
from the U.S. Department of Transportation 
giving new life to this time-honored fleet. 
Beginning in 2021, the shuttles will gradually 
be replaced, becoming the first fully electric 
park transportation system.

While the new grant enhances the shuttles 
themselves, your continued support provides 
finish-line funding for charging stations, 
specialized tools, maintenance equipment, 
as well as road and signage updates that 
must be complete as the new system is put 
into place.  

This town-to-park model has sparked a 
larger vision, developing a similar alterna-
tive fuel powered transportation system 
throughout Southwest Utah. Leaders from 
Kane and Washington Counties, the National 
Park Service, Zion Forever Board Members, 

Clean, efficient and whisper-quiet, the new fleet has spacious windows and air conditioning, features 
which visitors will welcome as they enjoy the iconic views of Zion Canyon.
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nonprofits like Utah Clean Cities, regional 
stakeholders, and academic voices from 
Dixie State University meet weekly, focused 
on designing the next-generation of regional 
transportation. 

Their shared goal is to create a seamless 
and sustainable experience, connecting 
visitors and the local communities. One that 
transports riders in whisper quiet, pollution 
free, alternatively fueled shuttles across this 
awe-inspiring landscape. With your help Zion 
Forever will continue seeking solutions that 
encourage alternative transportation, provide 
excellent park experiences, and preserve 
the sanctity of the lands we endeavor to 
conserve.

Zion Canyon is the most visited section of the 
park, yet it provides no thru traffic. Without shuttle 
service, the canyon can resemble a crowded 
inner-city parking lot.
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From the beginning, the Zion Forever Project 
has recognized our work extends beyond the 
boundaries of the parks. Collaboration with 
park leadership, grass roots donors, local 
communities, generous business partners of 
all sizes, and federal agencies, have allowed 
the Forever Project to establish a powerful and 
unique coalition of partners extending across 
the public and private spectrum.

In 2020 these partnerships, including willing 
landowners and other non-profits, like the 
Nature Conservancy and the National Park 
Foundation, meant that more than 600 acres 
of land near or adjacent to Zion National Park 
were conserved, free from future development.

As parks across the nation face new chal-
lenges, overdue maintenance, constrained 

GREATER ZION LANDSCAPE

Framing the Bigger Picture 
A FOREVER MISSION
Call to Discuss Your Legacy Gift

budgets, limited staff, and ever-increasing 
demand from the public, it will take every 
willing voice to contribute in their own way. 
Working together we can ensure the park 
experience into the future. Protecting access 
corridors and educating the public about 
responsible land use remain top park priorities.  

With thousands of acres still unprotected, 
Zion Forever will continue working with 
organizations like the National Park 
Foundation and the Trust for Public Land 
to conserve sensitive habitats and fragile 
biomes adjacent to park boundaries.  

The resources encompassed within this 
Greater Zion Landscape represent a natural 
history worth sharing and a cultural heritage 
worth preserving, forever. Your gift in 2021 
allows the Forever Project to continue 
growing these partnerships in advocacy of a 
sustainable future for our shared public lands.

From alpine forests atop to the canyons of Zion 
National Park and surrounding red-rock desert, the 
Greater Zion Landscape is filled with scenic won-
ders and cultural treasures in need of protection. 

Duck Creek, near Cedar Breaks National Monument.



Many of Zion’s most spectacular views are 
found outside the boundaries of the park. 
Preserving the natural beauty and integrity 
of these lands is as important as protecting 
those inside the park.
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“Having decades of experience as an educator, and as a 

former associate superintendent of Nevada’s Clark County 

schools, I have witnessed first-hand the power that places like 

Zion have on young minds. When we talk about investing in 

the next generation, it’s more than a single lesson or short 

hike. We mean exposing them to transformative experiences 

that offer opportunities to discover how they think about 

and engage with public lands far into the future.”

– Billie Rayford
   Board Chair, Zion Forever Project



WAYS TO GIVE
Make a Difference Now and Forever

ZION FOREVER FOUNDERS CIRCLE

Join the Zion Forever Project Founders Circle 
with Scott Anderson, President and CEO of 
Zions Bank, and Kem Gardner, Chairman of 
Gardner Company. Gifts at the $100,000 
bring access to numerous benefits.

MAJOR GIFTS

Champion a specific project in the Field 
Guide by directing your gift to a project that 
matters to you.

AFFILIATE PROGRAMS

Your business can be recognized as an 
active force in preserving the Zion expe-
rience for future generations. Frontline 
training, collateral and more can be 
made available to your organization.

WORKING PARTNERS

Join our working partners in helping to 
address Zion’s biggest issues.

For more information about joining 
the Founders Circle or providing a 
major gift, please contact:

Mark Preiss
Director of Zion Forever Project
435.668.6330 
mark.preiss@zionpark.org

For more information about affiliate 
programs and working partners, 
please contact:

Stephani Lyon
Assistant Director of Philanthropy
702.556.1596 
stephani.lyon@zionpark.org
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GIFTS OF SECURITIES

Gifts of stock and other appreciated securi-
ties are an easy way to help Zion, while also 
receiving a number of tax benefits.

ADD UP FOR ZION

Keep an eye out for the Zion Forever logo 
at local businesses. Many of our local 
participating business partners will give you 
the option to Add Up for Zion, so your loose 
change can help change Zion’s future.

SOCIAL MEDIA

In addition to raising funds, you can help 
make a difference by simply liking the Zion 
Forever Instagram page and following us on 
Facebook. We offer engaging information 
through our social media channels which you 
can share with others and bring attention to 
our mission of stewardship. 

#zionforever @zionforeverproject

ANNUAL GIVING

Supporters with an annual gift of $50 or 
more will receive special gifts, including 15% 
discount at our park stores and discounts at 
cooperating association park stores located 
throughout the country.

HONOR OR MEMORIAL GIFTS

The impact Zion has on many of us can 
resonate throughout a lifetime. You can 
highlight the legacy of a loved one with a gift 
to the Zion Forever Project. Gifts received 
in memory will go directly to fund the park’s 
highest priority projects.

AMAZON SMILE

Visit smile.amazon.com and choose Zion Natl 
Park Forever Project as your charity of choice. 
You will find all of the same deals you would 
on Amazon, but through Amazon Smile, a 
portion of your purchase will be donated 
back to the Zion Forever Project.

EMPLOYER MATCHING GIFTS

Ask your employer if they will match your 
charitable contribution to the Zion Forever 
Project. Many employers sponsor matching 
gift programs and can provide you with a 
form to submit online or by mail. It’s an easy 
way to help your gift go twice as far.

For more information about ways 
you can help, please contact:

Tiffany Stouffer
Annual Giving & Grants Coordinator
435.200.9903 
tiffany.stouffer@zionpark.org








