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FOREWORD 

Mr. William M. Purdy, pr incipal of Manila High School maintains 
a continuing and avid in te res t in the archeology and h i s to ry of the F l a m 
ing Gorge a r e a . This paper by Mr. Purdy is a by-product of his long 
in t e re s t in local h i s to ry and an archeological survey of the Flaming 
Gorge r e s e r v o i r , a r epor t of which is included as Appendix I. 

With this publication we init iate an additional subse r i e s which we 
have designated the Upper Colorado s e r i e s . Studies which focus p r imar i l y 
on Glen Canyon or its immedia te environs will continue to appear in the 
Glen Canyon s e r i e s Pro jec t s tudies e l sewhere in the Basin will appear 
in the Upper Colorado Se r i e s . 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to M r s . Mildred Treacy , edi tor ial 
a s s i s t an t , for the prepara t ion of this r epor t for the p r e s s . 
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Fig. 1. The Green River Basin 
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INTRODUCTION 

Any at tempt to wri te a h is tory of a given a r ea divorced from its 
surroundings would be futile. This outline, while concentrat ing on the 
a r ea affected by the Flaming Gorge dam, will encompass the adjacent 
a r e a s to the extent that the outline becomes coherent and meaningful. 

The r e s e r v o i r c rea ted by the Flaming Gorge dam will direct ly affect 
two counties in two s t a tes - -Dagge t t County, Utah, and Sweetwater County, 
Wyoming. The dam itself will be located in Red Canyon of the Green 
River in Daggett County. The r e s e r v o i r will contain this r i ve r to within 
a few mi les of Green River City, Wyoming. 

The h i s to ry of this a rea falls na tura l ly into seve ra l p a r t s , and is 
t r ea ted chronologically. 

The great wes te rn migrat ion in the 1840's is hardly touched upon. 
The vas tness of the subject prec ludes a detailed account in an outline of 
th is na tu re . F u r t h e r m o r e , except for a few isolated incidents , the 
migra t ion affected this a rea only indirect ly . 

The s tandard sources a r e abundant and sat isfactory for the ear ly 
par t of this h i s tory . However, this does not hold t rue for the r emainder . 
With the exception of r e c o r d s from government and quasi-government 
sponsored expeditions, and those in the genera l a r ea of stockgrowing 
in Wyoming, competent p r i m a r y sources a r e r a r e . Records covering 
the act ivi t ies of the local population a r e a lmost completely lacking. In 
some aspec t s , especial ly in those concerning the act ivi t ies of a group 
of outlaws known as "The Wild Bunch", the s tory is so steeped in legend 
that h i s to r i ca l accounting may be imposs ib le . 

There a r e two sources to which the wr i t e r wishes to give special 
acknowledgement: 

Will iam G. Ti t t sworth and J. S. Hoy came to the Green River Basin 
shor t ly after the Civil War. They were eyewitnesses to that turbulent 
and exciting age when the west was going through the t rans i t ion from 
wi lde rness to civil ization. Both wrote books about that e ra . Ti t t swor th ' s 
book was pr iva te ly published in a l imited edition. It is a co l lec tor ' s i tem. 
J. S. Hoy's work never passed the manuscr ip t s tage . This manuscr ip t 
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was lost for several years and has just recently been recovered. The 
J. S. Hoy Manuscript was acquired by the Colorado State University 
when it purchased the file of Field & Farm which had belonged to the 
editor of that publication, Lucius "W. Wilcox. The manuscript was in 
poor condition with many pages missing. Its arrangement into its 
present form was the work of the very able Dr. James G. Hodgson, 
Director of Libraries of Colorado State College. A typewritten essay 
dealing with the murder of Valentine Hoy by the Tracy-Lant gang has 
been masquerading under the title of The J. S. Hoy Manuscript for many 
years . The finding of the legitimate manuscript exposes that essay as 
fraudulent. 

Without the help of these two histories the following outline would 
be shallow indeed. 
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THE GREEN RIVER 

A glance at the topography of the upper Green River shows an extensive 
basin extending from the Windr iver Range in nor thwestern Wyoming south 
to the Uintah Range in nor theas t e rn Utah. Without further scrut iny one might 
ask himself why no large body of water l ies he r e , making the building of 
dams superf luous. To solve this r iddle one must eventually focus his a t ten
tion on the dominant force at work in this basin, the Green River . The 
Green River d ra ins this bas in by the most improbable course , d i rect ly 
through the Uintah Mountains. A boat t r i p through Ladore Canyon would 
dr ive home to the d iscern ing mind the t remendous task assumed by this r ive r . 

The Green River not only is the dominant factor, topographically 
speaking, but is a lso the most impor tant factor governing the h is tory of 
the people who came this way. It de se rves a l i t t le attention. 

The Green River was known to the aborigines as the Sheetskadee, a 
Crow t e r m meaning p r a i r i e hen. How it came to be called the Green has 
not conclusively been de termined. Three popular theor ies have been 
advanced, al l scholar ly , but all lacking definite authori ty. Coutant, 
ce lebra ted h is tor ian of Wyoming, contends that the r i v e r was named by 
Wil l iam Ashley for an assoc ia te of his in St. Louis named Green (Coutant, 
1899). Dale Morgan, eminent con tempora ry his tor ian , supports the p r o 
position that the r i v e r was named the Green by the Spaniards because of the 
outstanding cont ras t of the green vegetation along the banks of the r i v e r with 
the drab dese r t country that it t r a v e r s e d (Utah His tor ica l Quar ter ly , Vol. 
XV, 1947). The th i rd , and most popular , theory is that the r i v e r was so 
named because i ts wa te r s a r e indeed green . After the r i ve r has finished 
i ts task of t r anspor t ing topsoil from Wyoming and Utah to the lower basin 
s t a tes in spr ing and ea r ly s u m m e r , it c l e a r s and becomes a vivid green 
in color . The color of the r i v e r immedia te ly captures the attention of the 
viewer r e g a r d l e s s of other fascinations that may contend. It is very natural 
that it should be called the Green. It is not impossible that the Spanish and 
the Amer icans a r r ived at the s ame name independently of each other . 

One might wr i te indefinitely on the geological aspec ts of this r i ve r , 
but this outline must concern itself with h is tor ica l events that occur red 
h e r e . F u r t h e r comments on the Green River will be made as they a r e 
re la t ive to that h i s to ry . 
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THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FUR TRADE 

Chittenden dates the beginning of the mountain fur t r ade as 1805, or 
as a resu l t of the Lewis and Clark exploration of the Louisiana T e r r i t o r y 
(Chittenden, Vol. 1, 1954). The ensuing 20 yea r s found ever increas ing 
activity by Amer icans in this en t e rp r i s e , p r imar i l y in the region of the 
upper Missour i River and i ts t r i b u t a r i e s . The region of the upper Green 
River had to wait until 1824 when, out of the plains , through South P a s s , 
into the cen t ra l Rocky Mountains marched the celebrated mountain men 
of Wil l iam Ashley 's fur company (Chittenden, Vol. 1, 1954). They 
sca t t e r ed throughout the surrounding mountains , taking pe l t r i es and 
announcing a new sys t em of collecting furs , the rendezvous. For the 
f i rs t t ime in the mountains i t ems of t r ade were being t ranspor ted over 
land to be deposited at a designated spot. All who had skins to t r ade 
would a s semble the re on a given date . This was an exciting idea, and 
one well conceived. Will iam Ashley would within a few short yea r s 
r e t i r e from the mountains , his fortune made . 

In the spr ing of 1825, Ashley and a select group of his men embarked 
on the f irs t explorat ion of the Green River . Trade goods to supply the 
mountain m e n ' s f i rs t rendezvous were loaded into bull boats made from 
green buffalo hides s t re tched over a willow f rame, and the epic making 
voyage was begun (Dale, 1941). 

As Ashley approached the Uintah Mountains he designated as the si te 
for the rendezvous the a r e a immedia te ly north of Flaming Gorge canyon 
nea r the mouth of Henry ' s Fork(Dale , 1941). Henry ' s Fork heads in the 
Uintah. Mountains, flows in a nor theas t di rect ion through southwestern 
Wyoming, swings southeast back into Utah and merges with the Green 
just 1 mi . above the Flaming Gorge. The l a rges t bay a rea in the r e s e r 
voir c rea ted by the Flaming Gorge dam will appear at this point. That 
the rendezvous was not held he re is common knowledge; the factors that 
led to i ts being moved will be d iscussed la te r in this repor t . 

Ashley re l ieved of the burden of t ranspor t ing further the i t ems of 
t r ade which he cached near the mouth of Henry ' s Fork, continued his 
explorat ion into the Green River canyons. One must r ea l i ze that at this 
t ime the Green River was uncharted There was a possibi l i ty that it 
turned to the east and found its way into the Gulf of Mexico, and Ashley, 
although p r i m a r i l y in te res ted in locating virgin s t r e a m s in which to t r ap , 
must have pondered the possibi l i ty of using the s t r e a m as an easy means 
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of t ranspor t ing furs to civilized po r t s . If he dreamed such a d ream of 
t r anspo r t , it was soon sha t te red , for r iding the high waters in the Green 
River canyons of Utah and Colorado is not for commerc ia l t r a v e l e r s . 

J im Beckwourth, a mountain man who accompanied Ashley on this 
voyage, te l ls how he saved Ashley 's life in the "big suck" in Flaming 
Gorge canyon (Dunham, 1947). J im Beckwourth was a colossal l i a r . 
Even among mountain men. men who took pride in the a r t of exaggeration, 
he s tands at the head of the c l a s s . The wate rs through Flaming Gorge 
canyon a re the most docile of any in the Green. The r ive r at this point 
a lmost s e e m s to r eg re t i ts b r a shnes s in enter ing such a b a r r i e r It would 
perhaps like to r e t r e a t to the gentle lands a l ready t r a v e r s e d However, 
once committed the r i ve r cannot r e t r e a t , and it threads i ts cautious way 
southward a lmost to the very core of the mountain. Here its southern 
passage is stopped and, as if per turbed, the r i ve r turns eastward, paral lel ing 
the mountain range , and begins a wild end run in i ts efforts to flank the s e e m 
ingly insurmountable b a r r i e r . One can only conjecture the thoughts of Ashley 
and his men as they raced through the canyons, running one rapid after 
another in boats that, although seaworthy, must have been very difficult to 
control in rough water . For tunate ly for h is tory , Ashley had to portage a 
rapid approximately 3 mi . above the Flaming Gorge damsite (Dale, 1941). 
The rapid is now known as Ashley Fal ls because , as the par ty stopped to 
compose itself, Ashley painted on a rock his name and the date, 1825. His 
s ignature and date were st i l l legible 44 yea r s l a te r when another explorer , 
Major John Wesley Powell , portaged the rapid (Utah His tor ical Quarter ly , 
Vol. XV, 1947). 

Ashley continued his r i ve r venture on through the canyons of Ladore 
Split Mountain, and Desolation, stopping finally near the present s i te of 
Green River , Utah. From, this point, he s t ruck overland in a northwest 
di rect ion, c ros sed the Uintah Range at i ts wes te rn ex t remi t ies and pro
ceeded eas tward along the north slope to the rendezvous 

The s i te of the rendezvous had been moved approximately 25 mi . up 
Henry ' s Fork to a m o r e des i rab le location. At the confluence of the Green 
River and Henry ' s Fork , the si te that Ashley had designated, the r i ve r 
valley is wide and flat. In late spr ing the wa te r s of the Green overflow 
the i r banks, resul t ing in the creat ing of many stagnant, ponds that remain 
throughout most of the s u m m e r . These ponds provide excellent breeding 
grounds for mosqui toes . It i s doubtful that the mosquito enjoyed more 
populari ty in 1825 than he does today. This was , in the w r i t e r ' s opinion, 
the r eason for moving the rendezvous. A s t ro l l through these bottom 
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lands in m i d s u m m e r lends good argument to this theory. 

During the 20 odd yea r s that the fur t rade flourished in the cent ra l 
Rocky Mountains, the genera l a r e a of the Flaming Gorge dam was as 
popular a region with the t r a d e r and t r appe r as any place in the mountains. 
Especia l ly was this t rue in the winter months. One must again turn to 
the geography to unders tand this populari ty. 

The Uintah Range is the only major mountain range on the continent 
that runs in an eas t -wes t di rect ion. The wes te rn end of the range extends 
a lmost to the east slope of the Wasatch Range. The highest peaks in the 
Uintahs occur in the west , the range diminishing in elevation to the eas t . 
When discuss ing the phenomenon of weather in the Flaming Gorge a rea 
the significance of this geography becomes apparent . The cl imate along 
the nor theas t slope of the Uintah Mountains, influenced p r imar i ly by the 
wes te r ly winds of this lati tude and modified by the Wasatch Range and the 
high peaks of the wes te rn Uintahs, is ex t remely dry. The lack of snow in 
winter re l ieved the mountain man of one of his most p ress ing problems , 
winter pas turage for his an imals . Also, and perhaps more important , 
all migra t ing quadrupeds along the north slope of the Uintah Range winter 
in this s ame a r ea along the Green River . The mountain man not only had 
good feed for his stock but ample food for himself, all with little effort. 

It. i s emphasized that this was a popular wintering ground because 
just the opposite was t rue in s u m m e r . The wild life sought the high 
mountain pas tu re s in p re fe rence to the hot, dry, pest infested bottom 
lands , and the t r appe r did the s ame . 
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TRADING POSTS 

Two trading pos ts , or forts as they were commonly called were con
s t ruc ted in the a rea adjacent to the Flaming Gorge r e s e r v o i r . One of 
p r i m a r y impor tance in the h is tory of wes te rn Amer ica was For t Br idger . 
The other was of so little significance that i ts very existence is doubted by 
one h is tor ian . This was For t David Crocket t . 

For t Crockett 

Fo r t Crockett was constructed (Hoy Ms. ) in the eas te rn end of Brown's 
Hole, Colorado, probably in 1837, by three fur t r a d e r s named Sinclair , 
Cra ig , and Thompson The t rading post was of inferior type and lasted 
but a few short y e a r s , being but a heap of ashes in 1843 when John C. 
F remon t passed by (Fremont , 1887). For t Crockett was more closely 
associa ted with the Santa Fe t rade than with St. Louis, and this may be 
the reason why so lit t le is known about it. The St Louis t r ade has been 
well r e s e a r c h e d while the Santa Fe t r ade has hardly been touched. 

The exact location of For t Crockett has never been determined. 
While prac t ica l ly all h i s tor ians have placed it in Brown's Hole, the 
major i ty favor the wes te rn end, which is in Utah, to the eas te rn end, 
which is in Colorado. Because of this dissention among h is tor ians , and 
because of the in te res t of Amer icans in wes te rn h is tor ica l monuments , 
the wr i t e r bel ieves the subject to be of sufficient importance to mer i t a 
m o r e detailed study than ord inar i ly would be neces sa ry in a repor t of 
this na tu re . 

Our information concerning For t Crockett comes p r imar i l y from 
the few wes te rn t r a v e l e r s that stopped t he r e . Thomas Jefferson Farnham 
(1841) gives us the most detailed descr ipt ion of the for t ' s location. If 
r e l i ab le , his journal , which desc r ibes graphically the country he t r ave r sed , 
could lead one to the approximate location of the post. In o rder to check 
the accuracy of Mr. F a r n h a m ' s observat ions, the wr i t e r followed his t r a i l 
from the Yampa River to the Little Snake River, into and through Brown's 
Hole, into Clay Basin, and on to Black 's Fork of the Green. His descr ipt ions 
of the country and his judge of distance were found to be. with a few excep
t ions , r emarkab ly accura te . Most students of this period a r e famil iar 
with F a r n h a m ' s r e m a r k s as he approached For t Crockett : 

. . . t ravel led at a round pace for t h r ee hours , when the bluffs 
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opened before us the beautiful plain of Brown's Hole. As we 
entered it we c rossed two cool s t r e a m s [one] that tumbled down 
from the strat if ied cliffs near at hand on the r ight . [Vermillion] 
Creek and a few rods beyond, the whole a r ea became visible. 
The fort as it is called peered up in the cent re upon the winding 
banks of the Sheetskadee. The dark mountains rose around it 
sublimelyj and the green fields swept away into the deep p r e c i 
pitous gorges more beautifully than I can descr ibe (Farnham, 
1841). 

Not so well known a re the r e m a r k s that he made upon leaving For t 
Crocket t : 

On the morning of the 19th of August left the hospital i t ies of For t 
Crockett for the d r e a r y was tes and s tarving plains between it 
and For t Hall. Blai r , Smith and my guide J im, constituted my 
whole force. At 10 A. M we were winding our way up the Sheet
skadee . the r i ve r during the 12 mi les t raveled of the day, 
appeared to be about 100 yds. wide, a rapid cur ren t two feet 
deep, water l impid. The mountains on ei ther side rose half a 
mile from the r i v e r in dark strat if ied m a s s e s , 1000 ft. above 
the level of the s t r e a m , on thei r s ides were a few scrub cedars 
The lower hil ls were covered with the hated wormwood and 
pr ickly pea r . The banks were covered with white clay a l t e rna t 
ing with loose light colored sandy soil of the mountain d i s t r i c t s . 
The rocks were of quar tz , red sandstone and l imestone. Our 
camp was pitched at night on the high bank of the s t r e a m among 
the bushes . 20th: At seven in the morning we had breakfast 
and were on our way. We t rave led 3 mi les up the east bank of 
the r i ve r and came to a mountain through which it broke i ts way 
with a noise that indicated the fall to be great , and the channel 
to be a deep rugged chasm. [Red Creek Rapids] Near the place 
where it leaves the chasm we turned to the right and followed 
a deep rough, gorge, the distance of five mi les [Red Creek Canyon] 
and emerged into a plain. [Clay Basin] This gorge has been 
formed by the action of a t r ibu ta ry of the Green River upon the 
soft red sandstone that formed the prec ip ices around. (Farnham, 
1841). 
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There can be no mis take about the par t going up Red Creek Canyon. 
The descr ip t ion fits perfect ly and the re is no other t r ibu ta ry on the east 
side of the r i ve r for a 100 mi . Accepting th is , and determining the distance 
that one would t r ave l on horseback in approximately a day, (Fa rnham ' s 
e s t ima te was 15 mi les and is just a few miles short) the fort would have to 
be located near the confluence of Vermil l ion Creek and the Green River. 
This would tie exactly into F a r n h a m ' s descr ipt ion of the si te as he entered 
Brown 's Hole. 

To cement the argument , if that be neces sa ry , one need only follow 
John C. F r e m o n t ' s t r a i l from For t Robidou in the Uintah Basin to Brown's 
Hole, Colorado. The t r a i l i s eas i ly followed, as F remont (1877) kept a 
detailed journal and a l so mapped the region as he went. F r e m o n t ' s camp 
on the Green in Brown's Hole, which was on the opposite side of the r ive r 
from "the r e m a i n s of an old fort" coincides exactly with the location given 
by Fa rnham. F r o m F r e m o n t ' s Journal : 

On the 7th we had a pleasant but long days journey through 
beautiful l i t t le valleys and a high mountain country, a r r iv ing 
about, evening at the verge of a s teep and rocky ravine by 
which we descended to "Brown's Hole". This is a place well 
known to t r a p p e r s in the country, where the canyons through 
which the Colorado flow expand into a nar row but pre t ty valley, 
about sixteen mi les long. . . According to information the lower 
end of the valley is the most eas t e rn [western] par t of Colorado; 
and the lati tude of our encampment , which was opposite to the 
r ema ins of an old fort on the left bank of the r i ve r was 40° 46' 
27" and by observat ion the elevation about sea level 5, 150 ft. 
The bear ing to the ent rance of the canyon below was south 20° 
eas t . Here the r i v e r en te r s between lofty prec ip ices of red 
rock [Ladore Canyon] and the country below is said to a s sume 
a very rugged cha rac t e r , the r i v e r and i ts affluents passing 
through canyons which forbid all acces s to the w a t e r s . . The 
bot toms of a smal l s t r e a m called Vermil l ion Creek, which 
en te r s the left bank of the r i v e r a shor t dis tance below our 
encampment were abundantly covered with vermicu la i s . . 
(Fremont , 1897). 
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J. S. Hoy, one of the f irs t white men to take up res idence in Brown's 
Hole, and one who has wri t ten a h i s to ry of th is a rea , e x p r e s s e s the opinion 
that For t Crockett was a myth, invented by romant ics such as T. J. F a r n -
ham, whose main purpose, in t ravel ing through the west was to wri te books 
of high adventure (Hoy Ms.) . 

It is evident throughout Mr. Hoy's manuscr ip t that he r e p r e s e n t s the 
proverb ia l man from Missour i , believing only in what he s e e s . In one 
ins tance he scoffs at the repor t that a par ty had witnessed a wind, while 
t ravel ing through Kansas , that was so s t rong that it twisted a wagon wheel 's 
i ron t i r e into a figure eight. Mr. Hoy had never experienced a tornado! 

His r e m a r k s concerning For t Crockett , however, have some mer i t 
and dese rve an audience: 

With r ega rd to For t David Crocket t , or any other t rading post 
in Brown's Hole, it i s fiction. Many of the s tumps of t r e e s 
which I cut down fifty yea r s ago, s t i l l r emain to show that a 
man had been the re with an axe. The stones with which I 
built a f i replace and chimney for my cabin at the same t ime; 
and the holes which were made from throwing dir t on the roof 
a r e yet to be seen. 
F r o m the date of F a r n h a m ' s visit to Brown's Hole, 1839, 
until I came in 1872, is 33 y e a r s , and not a t r ace of any kind 
of a building or of For t David Crockett remained in 1872, nor 
was the re anything to be seen nei ther fragment nor par t ic le 
left of which he wrote so graphical ly and poetically and 
defined so minutely. 
Fa rnham and Wislizenus a r e the only two men who say they 
saw For t Crocket t [this is a g ros s unders ta tement albeit 
unintentional on the par t of Mr. Hoy] and they a r e as far 
apar t in thei r descr ipt ion of Brown's Hole and this fort as 
they a r e when tel l ing the names of the owners , Fa rnham 
naming them as Thompson, Craig and St Clair ; Wislizenus 
as Thompson, Gray and Sincla i r . 
The probabil i ty of a fact i s badly shaken when it can be 
proven to be totally unknown in the very spot where it ought 
to be known the bes t . The fort was not marked on maps 
nor did it figure in the Indian and t r appe r t r ade , all other 
a s s e r t i o n s to the con t ra ry notwithstanding. 
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Captain Marcy, in 185 7 with a force of about 75 men, J im 
Baker was his guide, left For t Br idger in November for Taos 
for provis ions for Johnston 's a rmy , passed through Brown's 
Hole. . . He does not mention For t Crocket t . 
Mr. Coutant in his His tory of Wyoming says that Major 
Baldwin in the fall of 1865 cut a road through the mountains 
between For t Br idger to Brown's Hole. He says nothing 
about For t Crockett , Why? Because there was no such thing. 
Major Powell on his voyage of d iscovery down the Green 
River in 1869 camped in Brown 's Hole, but says nothing 
about Fo r t Crocket t . [This i s not su rp r i s ing , Major Powell 
had not even heard of Wil l iam Ashley!] Brown's Hole being 
in the ar id region, and owing to the configuration of the 
surrounding mountains , it is doubly dry compared to the 
average ra in fall of the s ta te , consequently it was one of 
the d r i es t and hottest sect ions in Colorado; so that natural ly 
and inevitably the re was l i t t le or no g r a s s there in except 
what grew on the bottoms of Green River . . . No one remained 
in the Hole in the s u m m e r t ime . About the middle of May 
when s u m m e r had rea l ly come and g r a s s was well s ta r ted 
on the mountains , men and an imals , domest ic and wild, 
left the low, hot, insec t - infes ted Brown's Hole and went 
where it was cool, with spr ing water , pas turage and game 
in abundance, and remained there until snow began to fall 
ea r ly in October. 
The above conditions alone, of themse lves , would preclude 
the e rec t ing of a fort h e r e . Is it not s t range , therefore , 
insc ru tab le , that in the p re sence of such insurmountable 
physical obs tac les the re a r e men who believe and boldly 
maintain t he re once was a t rading station establ ished in 
Brown's Hole ! Such a belief leads to another belief equally 
incompatible and absurd; that t r a p p e r s and t r a d e r s were 
incapable of reasoning, devoid even of animal ins t inc t - -
the instinct of self p rese rva t ion and common bus iness 
sense (Hoy Ms. ). 

Under the conditions descr ibed above, one wonders what prompted 
Mr. Hoy to se t t le in Brown's Hole! The fact r e m a i n s , and Mr. Hoy 
indi rec t ly conf i rms th is , that Brown's Hole was an ideal place to spend 
the winter . Both Fa rnham and Wisl izenus stopped at the fort during 
the s u m m e r months and both mention that the fort was prac t ica l ly 
deser ted (Hoy Ms. ). Dr. Wislezenus had nothing good to say about. 
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the place, calling it "Fort Misery" (Hoy Ms. ) while Farnham (1841), 
being of a more romantic nature, describes its situation in beautiful 
poetic t e rms . This again is not surprising, for even today, with people 
who are familiar with that section of the country, it is either a "hole" 
or a most beautiful "park". 

Altogether too many people enjoyed the hospitality of Fort Crockett 
for it to have been a myth. Joe Meeks, famous mountain man, when he 
told his story to Francis Fuller Victor, mentioned being at the fort many 
times(Victor, 1950). "Kit" Carson told of being employed by the fort's 
proprietors as a hunter for a season. Fort Crockett was not an important 
post, but it was there! 

Fort Bridger 

Fort Bridger was built in 1842 on Black's Fork of the Green River by 
mountain men Jim Bridger and Louis Vasquez. The construction of this 
post is used by historians to mark the end of an era in American History--
the Fur Trade--and the beginning of another--the final migration in the 
western movement of the American people that settled our last frontier. 

Jim Bridger, "Old Gabe", is probably the most famous of the moun
tain men. When considering the number and majesty of these freedom-
loving souls, this is quite an attribute. Bridger was among that select 
brigade that initiated the mountain trade under William Ashley. His fame 
res ts in part on his longevity for he was one of the first to come to the 
mountains and one of the last to depart. He played a leading role in both 
the fur era and in the pioneer movement. It is in the latter that his 
trading post became a celebrated land mark in the west. 

Jim Bridger 's biographers never tire of praising his uncanny ability 
to recall geographical details. He never failed to awe an audience with 
his seemingly unlimited knowledge of the land. His mind was virtually 
an atlas of Rocky Mountain geography. His foresight was equally impres
sive. 

The location of Fort Bridger was geographically nearly perfect. Its 
construction could hardly have been more timely. It offered an oasis in 
the desert for t ravelers on the Oregon and California trail , and they were 
coming by the thousands in the 1840's. Its location insured its success 
for there existed only emptiness between it and Fort Laramie, hundreds 
of weary miles to the east. 
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Bridger su rmised co r r ec t l y that this pioneer movement offered 
unlimited poss ibi l i t ies to an en te rpr i s ing person who could supply the 
s e r v i c e s that were so much in demand on the t r a i l . With this in mind 
he put in a s to re of i ron, purchased a few head of livestock and opened 
for bus iness the mountain 's f i rs t combination blacksmith shop and hotel 

The best of outfits a r r ived at For t Br idger in chaotic condition; 
yet, even as they were being swindled, they could not but sing pra i se 
to J im B r i d g e r - - j u s t for being t he r e . 

Not least in impor tance in the many se rv ices offered at Br idge r ' s 
Fort, was the b r i sk t r ade in ca t t le . Teams on a r r i va l would be gaunt 
and footsore, poor r i s k s for the mountains beyond, and often two or 
even th ree of these beas t s would be t raded for one of B r i d g e r ' s . In 
two or th ree weeks these t i red , worn out an imals , pas tur ing on the 
excellent g r a s s that grew around, would become s t rong again and be 
t raded on s imi l a r t e r m s to the next wagon t ra in . Thus began the great 
cat t le indust ry in the Rocky Mountains. 
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PIONEERS AND THEIR TRAILS 

As stated in the introduction to this r epor t , the pioneer movement 
is too vast a study to be t rea ted in detail in this work. However, men
tion should be made concerning one emigrant t r a i l that passed through 
the r e s e r v o i r a r ea , and one group of wes ter ing men that d reamed of 
r iding the Green River all the way to California. 

The Manly Pa r ty 

Late in the s u m m e r of 1849 a smal l par ty of California bound 
emigran t s approached the Green River Cross ing on the Oregon Tra i l . 
They were late on the t r a i l , and the vision of Eldorado on the far 
Pacific shore could not e r a s e the h o r r o r of at tempting a winter c r o s s 
ing of the S i e r r a Nevada Mountains. They pondered their plight and 
contemplated the approaching winter with some misgivings. On the 
banks of the Green River a novel solution to thei r problem presented 
itself. Why they must have scoffed, had thei r p r e d e c e s s o r s been so 
unimaginat ive? Here at thei r feet was a navigable s t r e a m , and nearby, 
half-bur ied in the sand, was a boat. To survive in the wilds one must 
p o s s e s s imagination' Without delay the second known attempt to navi
gate the Green River was under way (Manly, 1894). 

Will iam Lewis Manly, in his Death Valley in '49, has left with us 
an in teres t ing and amusing record of this expedition. 

Like Ashley before them, the par ty had smooth sai l ing until they 
reached the Green River canyons. Thei r craft, actually a discarded 
f e r ry boat, was crude at best and soon became lodged between rocks 
in the middle of a rapid All thei r efforts to free it failed and the boat 
was abandoned Three canoes were then constructed and the par ty 
continued. The Green River canyons produce poor raw m a t e r i a l s for 
canoe construct ion.and it is l i t t le wonder that they soon lost two of these 
craft in the rap ids The g r e a t e r wonder is that they emerged from the 
canyons at all but this they did, somewhat worse for wear but sti l l 
de termined In the Uintah Basin they fortunately chanced to meet the 
ce lebra ted Ute Indian chief, Walker (Manly, 1894). Being in one of 
his be t te r moods, Walker did the par ty a great se rv ice by assur ing them 
that further efforts to navigate the r ive r would mean cer ta in suicide. 
Walker was very famil iar with the canyon country below. His a rgu
ment was convincing, and the par ty left the r ive r and t raveled overland 
to Salt Lake City where they remained for the winter . 
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After the Manly pa r ty ' s abortive efforts to r each California via the 
Green River , no other known at tempts were made to navigate this s t r eam 
until Major John Wesley Powell appeared on the scene in 186 9. 

The Cherokee Tra i l 

A group of Cherokee Indians, having experienced gold prospect ing 
in the east , and having ever increas ing difficulties with the United States 
in the i r native Georgia, petitioned the government for pe rmiss ion to 
emigra te to California in 1849 (Stone, 1956). The t ra i l that they followed, 
which had considerable use by other emig ran t s , came to be called the 
Cherokee Tra i l . This t r a i l was actually par t of the Santa Fe Tra i l , 
following up the Arkansas River to the base of the Rocky Mountains. 
Here the Cherokee Tra i l branched to the north and joined the Overland 
T r a i l , which it followed a c r o s s the L a r a m i e Plains to Br idger P a s s . 
The Overland Tra i l led through Bridger P a s s along Bit ter Creek to Rock 
Springs and Green River and then continued to For t Br idger , where it 
joined the older t r a i l s that came south out of South P a s s . The Cherokee 
T r a i l turned south at Br idger P a s s and then paral le led the Bit ter Creek 
route to the Green River . The freight and overland s tages p re fe r red 
the Overland Tra i l to the Cherokee Tra i l because the t e r r a in was not so 
rough, but the emigran t s favored the Cherokee Tra i l because of the 
super io r feed and water that it afforded. 

The Cherokee Tra i l , while hardly worth noticing compared to the 
more popular t r a i l s to the north, is never the less important here because 
the t r a i l p a s s e s d i rec t ly through the Flaming Gorge r e s e r v o i r a r e a . 
F r o m the east it approaches between Current and Sage c reeks and c r o s s e s 
the Green River near the mouth of Black 's Fork . The t r a i l follows Black's 
Fork to the place where this fork is joined with Ham' s Fork . Here the 
identity of the Cherokee T ra i l is lost . 
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BUILDING AN EMPIRE 

The Cattle Industry 

Many s+ories have been told regard ing the origins of the cattle industry 
west of the hundredth mer id ian . Pe rhaps the most popular of these s to r i e s 
te l l s of the ea r ly Wyoming winter overtaking a smal l group of emigrants 
that was late on the t r a i l . The par ty having no choice in the mat t e r , 
holed up for the winter the i r stock being turned loose to survive if they 
could, but probably to die of s tarvat ion and exposure . Finally spr ing 
came , and as the wretched humanity ventured forth from thei r r e t r e a t , 
they were astonished to find the i r l ivestock, not s ta rved , not frozen, but 
fat and sleek The beas t s had not only survived the winter , but p rospered 
in it. 

The s to ry is a good one and might even be t rue , but the incident could 
not have hastened nor delayed the inevi table. When the Oregon migrat ion 
began the catt le industry began a lso . Amer ican people have always been 
notor iously en te rpr i s ing , and where profits a r e to be made, r ega rd l e s s 
of hardsh ips and dangers someone is the re to make them. Thus we find 
spr inging up along the Oregon Tra i l the wes t ' s f irst r anches . At f irst 
t he re was just a tent, or a crude log cabin, and a stack of wild g r a s s . 
Everyone on the t r a i l was a prospect ive catt le buyer . The bus iness 
could not bu+ improve , because with every wagon that, rol led westward 
l e s s feed grew along the t r a i l The l ivestock that left Independence with 
the wagon t r a in s seldom reached Oregon but were t raded off along the 
t r a i l , and the herds of the r a n c h e r s correspondingly grew l a r g e r . 

The catt le industry in the a rea of the Flaming Gorge dam was born 
in this fashion. It. p rospe red ea r ly and has consistently remained the 
a r e a ' s major industry 

Mention has been made of the thr iving bus iness in l ivestock at For t 
Br idger This is augmented by the following s ta tement made by Horace 
Gree ley in 1859 while in the vicinity of the famous fort. He observed that: 

s eve ra l old mounta ineers , who have large herds of catt le 
which they a r e rapidly increas ing by a lucra t ive traffic with 
the emigran t s , who a r e compelled to exchange the i r t i red , 
gaunt oxen and s t e e r s for fresh ones on almost any t e r m s . 
R D whose tent we passed last evening, is said to have six 
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or eight hundred head, and knowing the country perfectly, 
finds no difficulty in keeping them through summer and winter 
by frequently shifting them from one place to another over a 
c i rcui t of th i r ty or forty m i l e s . J. R. , who has been here 
some twenty odd y e a r s , began with li t t le or nothing and has 
accumulated some fifty h o r s e s , th ree or four hundred head 
of meat cat t le , th ree squaws, and any number of half-breed 
chi ldren (Osgood, 1929). 

The J. R. mentioned above by Mr. Greeley was none other than 
"Uncle" Jack Robinson, ce lebra ted ci t izen of Daggett County. Jack 
Robinson was an ea r ly comer to the mountains; T. J. Fa rnham (1841) 
had him at For t Crockett when he a r r ived , goods spread before him 
on a buffalo robe , t rading with the Indians. 

The wr i t e r ag ree s with J. S. Hoy (n.d. ) that this was nonsense, 
and was inser ted to spice up his s to ry . Neither Indians nor anyone 
else were likely to be t rading goods in Brown's Hole in the middle of 
the s u m m e r . 

At any r a t e , he came ear ly to the north slopes of the Uintah Moun
tains and remained in the vicinity the r e s t of his life. Jack Robinson 
built the f i rs t permanent home in Daggett County. It is st i l l in use , 
making up the north wing of the Keith Smith Ranch in Linwood. 

Under the ent ry for September 13, 1872 A. V. Richards , in his 
su rvey of the Utah-Wyoming boundary, makes re ference to Jack Robin
son ' s cabin, which was just a few rods from that boundary. This is the 
ea r l i e s t known re fe rence to this landmark and how long it existed p r io r 
to this date is difficult, to de te rmine . It might well be one of the oldest 
r e s idences in the s ta te of Utah. 

Another of the old t i m e r s who came to the mountains during the fur 
e r a and stayed to become a r anche r in Daggett County, and perhaps 
be t t e r known than Jack Robinson, was J im Baker . Baker , like Jim 
Br idger , made his ma rk not only as a mountain man but as a famous 
guide for wes tern ing p a r t i e s , including the United States Army (Dunham, 
1947). Baker went into the ranching bus iness along Henry ' s Fork . His 
son- in- law. Dick Son, was the f irs t pos tmas te r in Daggett County and 
se rved with distinction as guide to the Yale Scientific Expedition under 
O. C. Marsh . 
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A smal l volume could be wri t ten about the ea r ly r anche r s that settled 
in this a rea , but the l ist is too long to r eco rd in an outline of this na ture . 
Some of these men will appear in the following sect ion where another 
phase of the catt le industry is d i scussed . 

The Wes t e rn Bad Man 

In the post Civil War period the catt le industry came into i ts own. 
Beef p r i ces were s teadi ly on the r i s e and thousands of head of cattle 
were being driven year ly from Texas to the free grazing lands to the north 
and west . Millions of a c r e s of free g rass land were waiting to be exploited. 
A year l ing purchased for five do l la r s could be turned loose for two or th ree 
yea r s in Wyoming, and, with vir tual ly no expense to i ts owner, would bring 
40 dol lars on the eas t e rn marke t . 

Men with fortunes to invest , from Chicago and New York to London 
and Glasgow, formed companies and invested mil l ions of dol la rs on "the 
s u r e s t thing of the century" (Osgood, 1929). These large companies , 
controll ing prac t ica l ly the en t i re industry, founded cattle g r o w e r s ' a s soc ia 
tions to protect thei r i n t e re s t s and the catt le empire was a rea l i ty . Astound
ing profits were rea l ized in the init ial yea r s when catt le ran unmolested 
on the public domain. Handsome dividends became a habit with inves to rs , 
a habit they were loath to give up. 

On May 20. 1862, Lincoln signed the Homestead Act. This act gave 
160 a c r e s of land to any cit izen over 21 yea r s of age who would set t le 
the land and live on it for at leas t five y e a r s . Thousands of a c r e s were 
set t led under this act. but by the end of the Civil War over a billion a c r e s 
remained in the public domain. 

Cattle i n t e r e s t s in Wyoming never dreamed that the Homestead Act 
would affect their pr ivate empi re , but in this they were sadly mis taken. 
By 1890 the United States census announced that the frontier had d i sap
peared . P res iden t Johnson had es t imated that it would take 600 yea r s 
to se t t le the continental l imi ts of the United States; it was accomplished 
in 25' 

The cattle empire , fighting for i ts very life, could not stop the flood. 
It is in th is fight for survival that we a r e in te res ted h e r e . 
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It was the custom at this t ime for outfits, during their annual round
ups , to claim unbranded cattle as thei r own. Because the domain was 
not fenced and because the catt le were allowed to shift for themselves , 
they often wandered far from the home range . It would have been too 
expensive to t ry to find the rightful owner of every maver ick and to deliver 
him to that owner. The claiming of unbranded cattle worked to the s a t i s 
faction of most cat t lemen because it profited them to be honest with each 
other . Compensat ions would be made, and usually an outfit would brand 
approximately as many of i ts ne ighbor ' s calves as it lost of i ts own calves 
to the neighboring outfit. 

This procedure worked well until a few individuals with no visible 
means of support suddenly appeared on the scene with herds of their own. 
If the branding of mave r i cks by company men was not regarded as stealing 
why should it be r ega rded as a sin for anyone? The public domain, and all 
that there in i s , belongs to all Amer icans ! Thus we find the institution of 
catt le rus t l ing being born. It was this institution that led to the Johnson 
County War in another par t of Wyoming and affected to a considerable 
extent the a rea adjacent to the Flaming Gorge (Mercer , 1954). 

At f i rs t the Wyoming Cattle Associat ion fought individuals in the 
cour ts who were apprehended branding cattle that belonged to associat ion 
m e m b e r s But, because the homes t eade r s , who largely outnumbered 
the cat t lemen, were invariably r ep resen ted on the j u r i e s , and because 
the homes teader s felt that the ca t t l emen ' s in t e res t s were in contras t to 
the i r own, convictions were r a r e l y made. Thus the cat t lemen, feeling 
honest ly that jus t ice had not yet a r r ived in Wyoming, took ma t t e r s into 
the i r own hands and dealt swift just ice to all who dared molest their he rds . 

The above s ta tements a r e made to form a bas i s for understanding the 
c h a r a c t e r now introduced, the Wes t ' s most notorious hired k i l le r , Tom 
Horn. 

Before d iscuss ing the act ivi t ies of Tom Horn as they re la te to the 
Flaming Gorge a rea , mention should be made of Brown's Hole and i ts 
re la t ion to the wild par t of the west . 

Like Hole- in- the-Wal l to the north, Brown's Hole ea r ly became a 
favorite hangout for catt le r u s t l e r s , horse thieves and, la te r , t ra in and 
bank r o b b e r s . It was no accident that Brown's Hole gained the question
able distinction of being a favorite domain for these pa ra s i t e s of the west. 
Again it was geography that influenced h is tory . Brown's Hole is indeed 
a hole, being surrounded by ve ry rugged mountains. It was in the ear ly 
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days, and r e m a i n s today, to a l e s s e r extent, very inaccess ib le . Its 
numerous side canyons were capable of hiding la rge herds of cattle and 
nothing l e s s than an a r m y of men could hope to r ecover catt le once they 
reached that sanc tuary Also the a r e a ' s re la t ion to polit ical boundaries 
worked to the advantage of the l awbreaker . Brown's Hole is located in 
Utah and Colorado near the southern boundary of Wyoming. It was a 
s imple ma t t e r to escape the jur isdic t ion of one s tate by moving to another. 
Law enforcement was a farce until Tom Horn appeared. 

Tom Horn was born in Frankl in County. Missour i , about 1859. He 
roamed the Southwest as a cowhand during the ea r ly par t of his life He 
se rved with distinction as guide under Colonel Chafee in his campaign 
against Geronimo. He worked for a short t ime for the famous Pinkerton 
Defective Agency. He a r r ived on the scene of this h is tory as an employee 
of the Wyoming Cattle G r o w e r s ' Association (Wyoming State Tribune, 
1954b 

Horn began his c a r e e r with the associat ion by making severa l a r r e s t s 
of alleged catt le r u s t l e r s Repeatedly the accused were exonerated. Horn 
then made a public announcement that he would make no more a r r e s t s but 
would deal just ice himself. This he did, and so effectively that a m e r e 
r u m o r that, he was in the neighborhood was reason enough to move to a 
heal th ier c l imate . 

Several r e s i d e m s of Brown's Hole were on Horn 's l ist and it was but 
a ma t t e r of t ime before notices began to a r r i v e , informing cer ta in persons 
to get out of the country or suffer the consequences . Old t i m e r s of the 
west , in the i r r emin i scences and in the i r fiction, always s t r e s s the point 
that the wild west was not without honor. Good and bad alike abided by 
the code that, for one thing, forbade the shooting of a man when he was 
not, looking. Tom Horn Wd.s an exception, and the re were more exceptions 
than the old t i m e r s ca re to r e m e m b e r . Horn seldom killed a man except 
from ambush. It was s imply a job with him For the expiration of every 
r u s t l e r , he repor tedly received 500 dol lars (Wyoming State Tribune, 1954). 

Three men were killed by Horn in Brown's Hole, and the remainder 
of the res iden t s moved en m a s s e . One rancher , Matt Rash, was shot 
in his bed. Isom Dart , about, whom we shall have more to say, was shot 
a s he ventured from his cabin ea r ly on a September morning, and the 
days of l a r g e - s c a l e cat t le rus t l ing came to an end. 
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Horn continued his opera+ions un+il he made the mis take of killing a 
13 year old boy, Willie Nickel! in 1he Iron Mountain d is t r ic t of Wyoming. 
F o r this c r i m e he was hung on November 20, 1903 (Wyoming State Tribune, 
1954). 

Isom Darl mentioned above, was one of this a r e a ' s most colorful 
c h a r a c t e r s . He came +o the Green River basin soon after the Civil War 
as a cook and general hand in the camps along the Union Pacific He la ter 
became a cowhand of high reputat ion. All sources concur (there a re severa l 
men now living who knew him well) that, as a horseman, Isom had no peer . 
His feats wi+h a rope borde r on the phenomenal. He might well have been 
the wes t ' s most skillful cowboy. These c la ims would perhaps be less 
spec tacular except for "he fact that Isom Dart was a Negro (Tittsworth 
1927k Hollywood might profitably look into the fabulous c a r e e r of this 
ex - s l ave who galloped through the pages of the wild west. 

A h i s to ry of the Flaming Gorge a rea would be incomplete if mention 
were not. made of the wes t ' s most notorious gang of outlaws, a ver i table 
syndicate in c r ime the "Wild Bunch". 

As the wr i t e r L s little ";o add to the r e sea r ch a l ready completed on 
this gang and as the Mrge scope of their operat ions precludes a detailed 
account, mention is made only in passing and is concentrated on the leader 
of the gang Butch. Cassidy 

Butch Cassidy was chr is tened Robert Leroy P a r k e r on April 6, 1866, 
in Beaver , Utah , His paren ts and grandparents had been a par t of the 
Mormon migra t ion to Utah, but his pa ren t s ' fear of the Lord and their 
r ighteous living did not i m p r e s s thei r f irst born son. Butch began his 
schooling ea r ly under the tutorage of one Mike Cassidy who was engaged in 
the rus t l ing of cows around the Bryce Canyon a rea . Butch adopted his 
t e a c h e r ' s name and began 1o expand his operat ions He ran with, the 
McCarty b ro the r s and was the re introduced to the more lucrat ive occupa
tion of bankrobbing He became a m a s t e r of the t rade and soon controlled 
what the Chicago Inter Ocean called, a "trust in outlawry" (Horan, 1956). 
The membersh ip of this gang amounts to a rol l call of the wes t ' s bad men. 
The re were bes ides C a s s i d y Harvey and Lonnie Logan, Matt Warner , who 
l a t e r became a law officer in Carbon County, Utah Elza Lay, Bob Lee, 
Tom Ketchum, Bill Carver , George Curry , Har ry Tracy Ben Kilpatrick, 
Tom O'Day, Dave Lam Camilla Hanks, and many more (Horan, 1956). 
The "Bunch," varied in s ize from t ime to t ime, but Cassidy remained its 
undisputed leader 

21 



- 22 -

Cassidy used the Brown's Hole a r ea as a base for his operat ions , it 
being even a be t ter hideout for robbe r s than for cattle th ieves , since the 
robbe r s had only themse lves to hide. Butch has become a legendary 
figure in the west . People who knew him well have nothing to say against 
h im. His generos i ty knew no bounds. One lady informed the wr i t e r that 
Cassidy never failed to leave at least 20 dol lars when he stopped at her 
place for a mea l . That he was generous with someone e l s e ' s money is 
evidently never considered. 

The "Wild Bunch" l i t e ra l ly ran wild through the 90's and into the 20th 
century, but law and o rde r was coming to the west . Butch was intelligent 
enough to see that the odds were stocking up against him; so he changed his 
base of operat ions to Bolivia, South Amer ica . J ames D. Horan. in a nice 
bit of r e s e a r c h , has es tabl ished the "fact" that Butch Cassidy killed h im
self after running low on ammunition during a fight with Bolivian soldiers 
(Horan, 1956). 

An old cat t leman in the Flaming Gorge a rea , (name withheld) when 
confronted with this information said to the wr i t e r , "Maybe he was killed 
in South Amer ica , but. I s t i l l had a drink with him in Lander , Wyoming, 
ten yea r s after he was dead". 

The Union Pacific 

Mention has been made of the Overland Tra i l and i ts route a c r o s s 
1he L a r a m i e Pla ins through B r i d g e r ' s P a s s and on to Rock Springs and 
Green River . Along this same route in 1867-68 re len t less ly advanced 
the cen tury ' s most ambit ious engineering p ro jec t - - the Pacific Railroad 
that would span the continent. Along with the ra i l road came political 
s t a tus . Wyoming as a wi lderness a r ea began to d isappear . 

Towns appeared where s tage s tat ions once stood. Some of these 
towns disappeared or were abandoned as the ra i l road advanced; others 
became permanent and p rospe rous . In this a r ea , Rock Springs and Green 
River in Sweetwater County, a r e among Wyoming's most p rogress ive 
c i t i e s . Rock Springs became , and has remained, the most important 
coal mining center on the Union Pacif ic . Green River is one of the r a i l 
r oad ' s important, division points . 

The people who came with the ra i l road represen ted every phase of 
humanity. A m e r i c a ' s finest minds and musc les combined to push the 
ra i l road through in r eco rd t ime . But along with the finest came the 
"bed lami tes" , the hangers -on , the pa ra s i t e s who invariably followed 



the big construct ion jobs. These despera te people, men and women alike, 
contributed lit t le to the building of the wes te rn empi re , but their r i p - roa r 
ing he l l -on-wheels antics have become an important par t of the wes t ' s 
h i s t o r y - - t o o well known to m e r i t account h e r e . 
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SCIENCE IN THE GREEN RIVER BASIN 

In 1843 the wes te rn boundaries of the t e r r i t o r y of Louisiana also 
marked the wes te rn boundaries of the United States . By 1853 these 
boundar ies had been extended to the Pacific Ocean. Texas was annexed 
in 1845; the Oregon question was sett led in 1846; the Trea ty of Guadalupe -
Hidalgo announced the Mexican Cession in 1848; and the Gadsden Purchase 
was made in 1853. The continental l imi ts of the United States had been 
reached . 

In the following half-century the United States was faced with the 
task of exploring and determining the value of the lands they so suddenly 
had acquired. 

We a re in te res ted he re in the scientific exploration of the Green River 
bas in . Without, doubt this smal l a r ea received, in the short span of 10 
y e a r s , a scientific investigation that was without para l le l in our his tory, 
No l e s s than four sepa ra t e government survey groups were in the field 
between 1868 and 1878: The Geographical and Geological Survey of the 
T e r r i t o r i e s , under the direct ion of F . V, Hayden, the United States 
Geological Survey of the Fort ie th Pa ra l l e l , under Clarence King, the 
U. S. Geographical Survey West of the One Hundredth Meridian, under 
Wheeler ; and the United States Geographical and Geological Survey of the 
Rocky Mountain Region, under John Wesley Powell. The government, 
sc ien t i s t s were not alone in this a r ea . Mention must be made of the 
Pr ince ton Expeditions of 1877-1878, and the more important Yale Scien
tific Expeditions of 1870-1873 under O. C. Marsh(Anderman, 1955). 
The events of the 10 yea r s during which, they were in the field adds ex t ra 
ord inary pres t ige to the h is tory of the Flaming Gorge a r ea . 

The efforts and accompl ishments of these men have been well 
chronicled and today seem to be getting the attention and publicity that 
they dese rve . There is sufficient new evidence to mer i t a detailed 
account in one a r ea of cont roversy involving the work of Clarence King. 

The Great Diamond Fraud 

One of the neatest swindles of the century occurred in 1872 when two 
innocent looking p rospec to r s sold some of the country 's leading men of 
finance a fabulous diamond mine which did not exist . 

-24-



•25-

The accounts of this great swindle have of late been of much in te res t 
to the Amer ican public The s tory has been published in leading magazines 
and has furnished the theme for at least one television show. There is no 
doubt that it influenced the publ i sher ' s decision to repr in t The Life of 
Asbury Harpending, and gave distinct impetus to the new book on the life 
of Clarence King, by H a r r y H. Crosby. 

To bet ter understand this s to ry a review of Clarence King and his 
su rvey is in o rde r . 

In 1867 Congress establ ished the Geological Survey of the For t ie th 
P a r a l l e l with Clarence King as its d i rec to r . The purpose of the survey 
was mainly to de te rmine the minera l r e s o u r c e s of the a r ea which was to 
be t r a v e r s e d by the Pacific Railroad The a rea surveyed was cons ider 
able, approximately 100 mi . wide and extending from the S ie r ra Nevada 
Mountains in the west to the Colorado Range in the east . The work was 
done in the s u m m e r s of 1871 and 1872. One of the important r esu l t s of 
the survey was the publication of a volume on the Mining Industry, which 
provided a scientific work on precious metal mining and metal lurgy in 
the Amer ican Continent (Merr i l l , 1924) This is pointed out because, 
as we shall see , King's very reputat ion as a geologist depended on his 
knowledge of precious meta l s and the geological formations in which they 
a r e found. King had announced, upon the completion of his survey, that 
the re were no prec ious gems in the American Deser t . 

King was understandably su rpr i sed , upon ar r iv ing in San Franc i sco , 
to hear that Cal i fornia 's leading banker, William C. Ralston, was in the 
p roces s of organizing a company to exploit a huge diamond claim somewhere 
in the American Deser t . He was more su rp r i sed to discover that none other 
than Char les Tiffany, New York ' s leading diamond merchant , had inspected 
a bag of diamonds that had been harves ted from the claim, and found them 
to be of fabulous worth. Mr King's as tonishment continued to g row- -
Baron Ferdinand Rothschild of London was in on the venture as was Horace 
Gree ley of New York Asbury Harpending was to be the company's general 
manage r . The crowning blow came with the repor t that Henry Janin, one 
of A m e r i c a ' s leading mining exper t s , had inspected the claim and had found 
it r ich beyond belief Clarence King's c a r e e r was in danger of being destroyed. 
The c la ims of these men had to be proven false if his reputation as a geolo
gist were to survive , and prove them false he did (Merr i l l , 1924) 



The cont roversy mentioned at the beginning of this section concerns 
the location of the fraudulent mine. The p rospec to r s who so skillfully 
sold the swindle, John Slack and Phil Arnold, had never disclosed the 
whereabouts of thei r mine . When they led Janin to the s i te , they had been 
careful to blindfold him (Crosby, 195 6). After King exposed the fraud, 
in te res t in the mine d isappeared . Thus as is the case in so many places 
of h i s to r i ca l in te res t , ( three have been mentioned in this short history) 
i ts location is lost and is left to be puzzled over by future h i s to r ians . 

Since the incident of the diamond swindle has come into prominence 
in the past few y e a r s , many at tempts have been made to locate the salted 
mine . Most h i s to r i ans , who have in te res ted themselves in the subject, 
have located the c la im on Diamond Mountain in the eas t e rn Uintah Moun
tains in Daggett County, Utah. With due respec t for these c la ims , the 
w r i t e r will at tempt to prove that the mine was located on the north slope 
of Diamond Peak in the northwest co rne r of Colorado. 

The bas i s of this c la im comes from three sou rces , th ree men who 
were eyewitnesses to the dramat ic episode. The first witness is Henry 
Janin, mentioned above He had inspected the claim and it was to him 
that Clarence King went for the information that would resu l t in the 
exposing of the fraud. Under questioning by Clarence King, Janin des 
cr ibed his journey to the diamond field: 

Then we left the ra i l road at some smal l station where there 
was no attendant,. We were brought out of the station blind
folded and put on h o r s e s which our guides secured in some 
way. Fo r two days we rode, and at last they took our blinds 
off when we got to this moun ta in - - i t ' s a curious place, a dese r t 
with a conical but flat-topped mountain r i s ing out of it, and on 
the mountain you find everything from garne ts to diamonds. 
(Crosby, 1956). 

Diamond Peak, Colorado is a conical shaped mountain. It r i s e s right 
out of the dese r t . It is a two days horseback r ide from the ra i l road 

Janin does not mention the Green River which he would have had to 
c r o s s to r each Diamond Mountain, Utah Swimming the Green is quite 
an exper ience; with blindfolds, one would imagine, unforgettable 
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After leaving Janin, King had gone to his maps . Janin had given him 
enough information to give him a clue as to the whereabouts of the mine. 
The conical mountain he could faintly r e m e m b e r and finally "he found such 
a mountain on the edge of the Uinta Range east of Salt Lake City" (Crosby, 
1956). 

Diamond Mountain, Utah, is in the Uintah Mountains. Diamond Peak, 
Colorado, is on the edge of the Uintah Range. 

The next eyewitness is William G. Ti t tsworth . Ti t tsworth has left us , 
in his l i t t le volume, Outskir t Episodes a vivid account of the diamond 
exci tement in the Green River Basin. He met Clarence King as he was 
leaving the diamond field and r e p o r t s that King had found the field salted 
and was on las way to the Green River Station where he would expose the 
fraudulent c la im. Ti t tsworth has this to say about the location of the mine: 

This mine was located about fifteen mi les due east of the nor th
west co rne r of Colorado, on the nor theas t slope of Diamond 
Peak, which took i ts name from the salted mine . The location 
of this mine is now the p roper ty of Charley Sparks , one of the 
big sheep men of Colorado and Rock Springs, Wyoming (Ti t t s 
worth, 1927). 

Diamond Peak l ies close to the southern Wyoming boundary 15 mi. east 
of the northwest corner of Colorado. Everyone in the Green River Basin 
i s famil iar with the Charley Sparks ranch and Mr. Ti t tsworth made no 
mis take about its location. 

The third eyewitness is J. S. Hoy who was, at the t ime of the exci te
ment , taking up ranching in Brown's Hole. In Hoy's manuscr ip t , mentioned 
in the introduction of this work, considerable attention is given to the dia
mond claim and i ts location. 

It was in the ea r ly s u m m e r of 1871 that r u m o r s of a discovery of 
diamonds were noised about c rea t ing no lit t le exci tement . These 
diamond fields were somewhere south of the Union Pacific Rai l 
road. Much m y s t e r y surrounded the find and i ts whereabouts 
was carefully concea led- - the following s u m m e r ground was 
found staked off in c la ims on the south [north] side of one of 
the th ree mountain peaks which is now marked on maps and 
named Diamond Mountain north of Brown's Hole and fronting 
the open country to the north, overlooking the Vermil l ion 
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flats and hil ls Investigation led to a repor t that the ground had 
been sal ted with infer ior diamonds (Hoy Ms ). 

Utah has made cla im to th ree important h i s to r ica l landmarks in the 
Green River Area: the mountain m e n ' s f i rs t rendezvous, For t Crockett , 
and the si te of the grea t diamond swindle. In the in te res t of h is tory , and 
by just a few mi l e s , she has lost them all 

John Wesley Powell 

Major John Wesley Powell came to the Green River Basin in 1868 as 
head of the Rocky Mountain Scientific Exploring Expedition. He in t e rmi t 
tently explored this basin for the next seven y e a r s . His two explorations 
of the Green and Colorado r i v e r s (1869-1871) form a highly dramat ic epi 
sode in the annals of wes te rn exploration The undertaking could not but 
have romant ic under tones , for who can remain s t r i c t ly scientific running 
"Hel l ' s Half Mile"? In Brown's Hole, which Powell d i rect ly changed to 
Brown's Pa rk , the major , si t t ing in his capta in ' s chair , which was s t rapped 
to the deck of his boat, rec i ted to the crew, Scott 's Lady of the Lake 
(Utah His tor ica l Quar te r ly , Vol. XV 1947/, One wonders if the wi lderness 
had ever heard such talk 

Powell is more respec ted by geologists for his work in the ea s t e rn 
Uintah Mountains in 1874-1875. For the most par t his theor ies concerning 
the geology of these mountains remain unchallenged today. One point that 
he made c l ea r was that the drainage sys tem, the Green River , was e s t a 
blished pr io r to the uplifting of the mountain sys tem and that the uplifting 
and the eroding of the r i v e r channel went on s imultaneously and at approxi
mate ly the same speed. We a re thus re l ieved of the vexing problem of how 
the r i v e r ever carved i ts way through the Uintah Mountains. 
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THE CONTEMPORARY PERIOD 

The F laming Gorge a r ea of the Green River basin, because of its 
ex t remely dry c l imate , has never a t t rac ted large numbers of s e t t l e r s . 
Until the i r r iga t ion canals came into use in 1896 and 1899 the only res idents 
of the a r e a were r a n c h e r s along Henry ' s Fork and the Green River bot toms. 

Two towns were built, both in Utah, near the turn of the cen tu ry - -
Manila and Linwood. They have remained the a r e a ' s only se t t lements 
until Dutch John, Utah 's newest city, suddenly emerged in the wilds of 
Dutch John Fla ts opposite the site of the Flaming Gorge dam, in 1958. 

There has never been an incorporated town in Daggett County. Manila 
is repor ted to be the only unincorporated county seat in the United States. 

Linwood, in the e a r l y days before the automobile, became a center of 
t rade for catt le and sheep outfits in the a r e a . The Smith and Larsen Mer
cantile thrived in this setup and has survived to this day. Mr. Keith Smith, 
founder of the s to re , s t i l l lives in Linwood, a s does Mr. George Rasmussen , 
who came to work for Mr. Smith a s a young man, and who now owns this 
unique es tab l i shment . Linwood will disappear under the waters of the 
F laming Gorge r e s e r v o i r , and it is hoped that some of the museum pieces, 
such as the Smith and La r sen Store and the Keith Smith res idence , will be 
salvaged from that fate. 

The h i s to ry would be incomplete if mention were not made of "The 
Comet" , the f irs t and only s teamboat on the Green River . July 4, 1908, 
was a big day in Green River , Wyoming. The a r r i v a l of the Union Pacific 
Rai l road could not match the excitement that was created at the launching 
of "The Comet". This s t e rn -whee le r , 12 ft. wide and 60 ft. long, was to 
revolutionize t ranspor ta t ion in the Green River basin. On the initial voy
age Mr. Keith Smith 's blacksmith shop equipment was hauled to Linwood. 
It was the only t r ip it ever made . Coal had to be hauled from Green River 
by horseback to get the boat back to Green River, and every few feet along 
the way, the sandbars stuck her fast (Dunham, 1947), It was at least a 
grand ce lebra t ion . 

Another item worthy of mention was the building of Buckboard, a hotel 
halfway between Linwood, Utah, and Green River, Wyoming. Pe te r Wall 
noticed that people t ravel ing from the one set t lement to the other had to 
camp out one night. He decided to re l ieve their d iscomforts , and make a 
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good investment bes ides by building the hotel on the banks of the Green 
River in 1912 The automobile and the building of bet ter roads soon made 
it possible to make the t r ip in one day and the venture failed A few minutes ' 
side t r i p to the sight of this lovely old building is very rewarding. There is 
nothing in the set t ing to suggest that the year is 195 9 and not 1900 

The Green River basin is a geographical a rea that defies political 
boundar ies . Its southern portion, Daggett County, Utah, is in Utah in name 
only. The Uintah Mountains have always been a b a r r i e r between Daggett 
County and he r parent s ta te . Consequently, the county has been adopted 
into Wyoming not legally but st i l l in fact. Pe rhaps this will all change 
with the building of the Flaming Gorge dam. 
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Fig. 2. Pilot Butte, landmark on the Oregon Tra i l 
north of Green River , Wyoming. 

Fig . 3. One of the original homes in Linwood, Utah, 
now United States Post Office. 
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Fig. 4. Looking southeast from the top of J e s se Ewing 
Canyon into Brown's Hole, famous t r a p p e r s ' r e t r ea t 
and outlaw hangout. 

Fig . 5. Old Ja rvey Ranch in Brown's Hole on the Green 
River . 
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Fig . 6. Pioneer cabin of Uncle Jack Robinson, one of 
Linwood's ea r ly s e t t l e r s . 

Fig . 7. Mr. Keith Smith, pioneer rancher of Daggett 
County, Yale graduate , co-owner of Smith and Larsen 
Mercanti le , only s tore in Linwood, Utah. 

•33-



Fig. 8. Br inegar fe r ry c ross ing on the Green River in 
Wyoming, 10 mi les north of the Utah l ine. 

Fig. 9. Close-up view of old Brinegar ferry boat. 
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Fig. 10. Buckboard Hotel, former overnight stop between 
Green River, Wyoming, and Linwood, Utah. 

Fig . 11. Blacksmith shop, Buckboard Hotel. 
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Fig. 12. Dutch John town m a r k e r . 

Fig . 13. Dutch John, Utah's newest city, built by Bureau 
of Reclamation in conjunction with Flaming Gorge Dam. 
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APPENDIX I 

FINAL REPORT 

P r e l i m i n a r y Survey of the Flaming Gorge Reservo i r 
1958 

Upper Colorado Basin Archeological Salvage Projec t 
Contract No. 14-10-333-430 

The Flaming Gorge survey was conducted p r imar i l y in the r e s e r v o i r 
a r e a , extending from the damsi te in Red Canyon to the Wyoming border , 
a r i ve r distance of approximately 30 mi . 

This a r e a is s teep, na r row canyon country widening only at the con
fluence of the Green River and the t r ibu ta r i e s of Cart Creek, Car te r 
Creek, Sheep Creek, Henry ' s Fork and Spring Creek. The survey was 
concentrated within these bay a r e a s . 

Seven a r e a s were designated as possible s i t e s . Two of these s i tes 
a r e probably not aboriginal . Site 42Dal in Cart Creek canyon is a smal l 
overhang. This overhang was heavily smoke -marked on the walls and 
ceil ing. No ar t i fac ts were found, and as la te r information disclosed that 
the overhang was a favorite stopping place for sheepherders in inclement 
weather , which would account for the smoke-blackening, it is doubtful if 
this can be descr ibed as a s i t e . Site 42Da3 is an overhang in Finch Draw, 
approximately 1 mi . south of the Wil l iams ' ranch on Henry ' s Fork. The 
she l te r is l a rge and well located for protect ion from the weather . The 
ceil ing has caved, covering the floor with about five feet of dirt and rock, 
which may possibly cover evidence of ear ly man. No ar t i facts were found. 

The five remain ing s i tes a r e open s i t e s . Two of these , s i tes 42Da2 
and 42Da4 a r e located in the foothills just east of the Green River and 
opposite the mouth of Henry ' s Fork . They a re approximately 1 mi. north 
of the F laming Gorge. Site 42Da5 is located in Sheep Creek canyon i m m e 
diately eas t of the Mann ranch. Site 42Da6 is a lso located in Sheep Creek 
canyon, but is not in the r e s e r v o i r a r ea . The si te is located on the Ben
nett ranch approximately 1/4 mi. below, or east of, the ranch buildings. 
Site 42Da7 is located between South Valley and Lucerne Valley approximately 
4 mi . south of Manila on the Mani la-Vernal road. 

-37-



All of these sites are chipping sites, Several hearths of vertical 
sandstone slabs were in evidence in sites 42Da4J 5, and 7. The surface 
collections of whole and broken artifacts and chips made at each site have 
not been studied Such study is postponed until the survey of the entire 
reservoir and environs is carried out It can be said in passing however, 
that one or two projectile points of Duncan Point type were found This 
feeble clue suggests affiliations to the north and east. 

There seems to be considerably more evidence of ancient man along 
the periphery than in the reservoir area proper Immediately north of 
the Utah border in Wyoming the area is very rich in flint artifacts, picto-
graphs, and to a lesser extent, manos and metates. This is also true in 
South Valley, just south of Manila, and in Greendale, just south of the 
damsite. Below the damsite, in what is locally called Little Hole pot 
hunters have removed hundreds of flint artifacts and several metates and 
manos. Intensive search should be made in all these areas 
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