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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Depart
ment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our na
tionally owned public lands and natural resources. This 
includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water re
sources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the en
vironmental and cultural values of our national parks and 
historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our 
mineral resources and works to assure that their develop
ment is in the best interests of all our people. The Department 
also has a major responsibility for American Indian reser
vation communities and for people who live in Island Ter
ritories under United States administration. 
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Foreword 

In 1971, the National Park Service began an 
intensive archeological study of Chaco Canyon 
National Monument, New Mexico, one of the Na
tion's most important cultural resources, and an 
area of extraordinary significance in the prehis
tory of the American Southwest. This survey re
port, written by three scientists of the National 
Park Service, is the first of several studies re
sulting from those investigations. 

With the publication of this study, the first of 
a number of Chaco research goals has been 
reached: to provide a base for increasing our un
derstanding of the ancient people who left such 
magnificent remains of their culture in Chaco 
Canyon, and to make the results known, both to 
the archeological profession and the general pub
lic. In addition, an express purpose of the entire 
project has been to provide Service management 
with specific guidelines as to how these valuable 
resources can best be preserved and protected for 
future generations. 

Both the layman and the professional arche-
ologist will find much of interest in this report— 
not the least of which should include increased 
appreciation for the ancient Chacoan people. We 
are just now beginning to realize how sophisti
cated they were, with their roads and irrigation 
canals, trade contacts with high civilizations in 
South America, elaborate communications tow
ers, knowledge of astronomy, etc. Although the 
study of these early Indians will continue for 
many years, enough is now known to provide us 
with a tantalizing glimpse of the fascinating way 
in which these people lived. This report is a solid 
beginning in making this understanding possible. 

I am pleased to introduce this first substan
tive archeological report on the area, and take 
pride in reaffirming the Service's responsibility to 
make available to the scientific community and 
the general public the results of important re
search on areas of the National Park Service. 

RUSSELL E. DICKENSON 
Director 

Editor's Note: 
On December 19,1980, President Jimmy Carter signed Public 
Law 96-550, which changed the name of Chaco Canyon Na
tional Monument to Chaco Culture National Historical Park. 

The law added 33 archeological protection sites, totaling 
approximately 8,771 acres, to the newly named unit of the 
National Park System. 
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