

















































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER VII

RESEARCH PRIORITIES AND INTERPRETIVE NEEDS

Because of the number and diversity of archeological
resources within the study area, important research and
interpretive potentials exist. However, due to a variety of
constraints (e.g., financial), it may not be feasible or pragmatic
to expect every research or interpretive potential of the study
area to be met immediately. Therefore, it is necessary to suggest
research and interpretive areas most relevant to the Park's
overall management objectives and priorities. The Park's overall
management plan may be summarized as a generalized attempt to
address and present the relationships and interactions of man with
a deltaic environment. At present, a visitors' center in the
study area contains a variety of interpretive materials. Audio-
visual materials include programs on the geomorphology and
environment of the Mississippi River, and the delta. Exhibits
provide information on man's relationship to the delta region
including settlement patterns and resource utilization. Wayside
areas include Wagner Bridge, Jones Point, and Bayou Cecquilles.
Each of these areas contains pertinent information relating to the
archeology, history, geomorphology, and biology of the region.
Also presant within the study area are a number of interpretive
trails. In order to maximize the development of research and
interpretive potential, it is suggested that management focus on
those areas where inadequate data exist. These include, but are
not limit=ad to, the following:

1. Patterns of settlement for the Troyville-Coles Creek
stages., These are important areas of consideration for
the understanding of man's occupation of the area.
Research conducted in these areas could fill some of the
gaps that exist in our understanding of man in southeast
Louisiana.

2. Subsistence strategies and site assemblages. The focus
of these studies should be directed toward faunal

analysis, floral analysis, and settlement pattern
raconstruction.

3. Historic locations. Emphasis should be directed toward
the Early Historic period as well as the rise and fall of
tne sugar industry, to conditions existing prior to the
sugar industry, to analysis of the sugar industry itself,
and to the change in population and settlement patterns
after the decline of the sugar industry.
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4. Geographically, particular attention should be paid to
backswamp (16JES6) and lakeshore (16JE46) areas, as well
as to areas of high sensitivity. Attention also should
focus on the Park Protection Zone, since little work has
been conducted in this particular area; the precise
location of suspected historic period sites also should be
determined.

Protection and Mitigation of Threatened Resources

Archeological sites constitute a limited, fragile, and non-
renewable resource. Without appropriate data recovery, vital
information may be lost forever. Due to the irreplaceable and
unique nature of archeological sites, great care should be taken to
protect these resources. 1In general, there are two types of
impacts: direct and indirect. Direct (primary) impact refers to
activity that results in physical damage and/or destruction to an
archeological site or to components of that site. Indirect
(secondary) 1impact refers to activities that do not impinge
directly on archeological resources but that result in effect by
altering their physical environment and/or setting.

Tables 6 and 7 indicate impacts on existing sites. The goals
of any effective management program should include a variety of
mitigative measures. In reference to sites affected by direct or
indirect impacts, the JLNHP cultural resource management program
should:

a) have an overall research design;

b) allow for the protection of a represen-
tative sample of prehistoric and
historic properties for future
investigations;

c) reduce the rate of site attrition caused
by manageable impacts, for example
backfill open sites; and,

d) provide an effective public information
program regarding the resources.

Appropriate mitigative measures for the Barataria Unit
include:

1) No action. This measure is self-
egxplanator . however , without some form
of protection, cultural resources will
continue to degrade. This measure is




totally unacceptable and would defeat
the intent of establishing the JLNHP.

2) Selective avoidance of sites. 1If
avoldance is not possible, then the site
should be mitigated if regarded by
professionals to be significant.

3) Reduce or alleviate impacts. 1In those
instances where direct and indirect
adverse impacts cannot be avoided, some
form of mitigative measure should
occur. Appropriate mitigative mea-
sures range from systematic surface
collection to total excavation
depending on the significance and
research potential of the site. Aany
form of data recovery should be
structured and oriented to retrieve the
more important data contained within a
site.

National Register of Historic Places Recommendations

Three options exist regarding NRHP recommendations for the
study area. The first option, as suggested by Beavers et al.
(1982) and Holmes (1984), is to nominate the entire Barataria Unit
as an archeological district. The second option is to nominate
individual sites within the JLNHP. The third option is to
nominate a number of sites as a single or multithematic
discontiguous National Register District.

The second option is undesirable, and should be rejected,
because it has the potential both to remove individual sites from
their regional context and to create a virtually unending
nomination and review process. It will not adequately protect
cultural resources, nor foster interpretation. Option 3 could
have the effect of protecting important sites while freeing the
intervening space from restrictive covenants. However, the
definition of a discontiguous district that could afford
protection to representative sites of all periods and cultures
would require more thorough analyses and assessments of sites than
are presently available or likely in the foreseeable future.
Although the contiguous district option (Option 1) in effect
places restrictive covenants on sites and intervening space, given
the preservationmission of the Park this option is neither onerous
nor impractical. Until such time as sufficient data are available
to permit characterization of a viable discontiguous district,
Option 1 remains the best management plan.
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Regardless of which option is deemed appropriate, the
following sites should be considered as potentially eligible for

the National Register:

16JE46 represents good potential for intact prehistoric and
early historic deposits as well as burials;

16JE56 is a very well preserved site and possibly spans
several temporal periods from Troyville through Mississippian;

16JE60 provides monumental constructions, intact middens,
burials, and good stratigraphy;

16JE77 and 16JE79 provide data onmulti-period residences and
middens;

UNO 7 may contain early historic period materials;

Kenta and Christmas Plantations have not yet been located,
but they are believed to be within the Park boundaries;

[.'Hermitage may be located within the Park boundaries; it 1is
considered to be an early important site of unknown function.
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CHAPTER VIII
KEY MANAGEMENT CONCERNS

A management plan for the Jean Lafitte National Historical
Park has been developed to maximize the research and interpretive
potential of the area, and, at the same time, protect and preserve
significant cultural resources within the Park. As previously
stated, all of these potential research and interpretive areas can
not be addressed immediately, nor can every site be mitigated;
therefore, it is necessary to identify the key management concerns
for future development of Jean Lafitte National Historical Park.
These concerns are:

1. Research/Interpretive Potential

Future research has the potential to contribute to ourx
understanding of the cultural ecology of a deltaic environment
during prehistoric and historic times. Further research in turn
will allow the Park to update and to improve existing exhibits, as
well as to develop new interpretive programs for visitors. In
order to utilize resources available for future research, it has
been suggested in this report that management focus on areas where
inadequate data exist. As previously discussed, these include,
but are not limited to, the following issues:

a. Settlement Patterns during the Troyville-Coles Creek
period.

b. Prehistoric Subsistence Strategies.

c¢. Historic site locations.

d. Geographically significant areas including backswamps,

lakeshores, and the Park Protection Zone.

2. Impacts

A prime concern of cultural resource managers must be impacts
to archeological resources. Archeological sites constitute a
fragile and non-renewable resource. Therefore, efforts must be
made to avoid adverse impacts to sites whenever possible. As
previously discussed, impacts may be both direct and indirect.
Those pertinent to the Barataria Unit (JLNHP) are outlined below:

Direct:

a. Development of Park (JLNHP) facilities including
roads, trails, and buildings, etc.
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b. Construction of environment altering structures, i.e.
dams, levees, canals, etc.

Indirect:
a. Visitor use of facilities.

b. Changes in hydroclogy as a result of construction.

Natural:

a. Naturally occurring geomorphological changes, i.e.
erosion, subsidence, siltation, etc.

3. Mitigation

As stated above, archeological sites represent a non-
renewable resource; therefore, a management program must include
measures for sitemitigation (i.e. the alleviation of the effect of
impacts). A number of options are available to managers in
determining the type of mitigation necessary for a particular
site. These include:

a. Avoidance. Wherever possible, future development should
be structured around significant archeological sites,
thus eliminating site disturbance and alleviating the
need for further mitigative measures.

b. Data Recovery. When avoidance of a significant site is
not possible, it is essential that all available
information be recovered prior to the disturbance. Such
investigations should be carried out within the confines
of an explicit research design.

c. Protection. Adverse impact to sites can be mitigated
through active maintenance, i.e, stabilization,
backfilling, etc., and through public education program.

4. Significance

An assessment of the significance of a site is essential to
the processes of any cultural resources management program. The
determination of significance allows the assessment of the site's
research and interpretive potential, and the design of appropriate
mitigative action. All site evaluations for significance are
based on the criteria established for the National Register of
Historic Places [36 CFR 60.4(a-d)]. These criteria are:
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a. an association with events that have made a
significant contribution to history;

b. an association with a person significant to history;

c. the reflection of the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, method of construction, master,
or high artistic values; and,

d. the ability to yield information important in
prehistory or history (i.e., human adaptations to
deltaic environments).

Summary

To reiterate, there are four key areas of concern for cultural
resource managers at the Barataria Unit (JLNHP). These are:

1. Research/Interpretive Potential of Cultural
Resources.

2. Potential Impacts to Cultural Resources.

3. Mitigation of Adverse Impacts.

4. Significance of Cultural Resources.
Consideration of these key concerns will assure the future
conservation and preservation of significant archeological
information within the Park, thereby contributing to the

interpretive potential of the Barataria Unit, Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park.
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APPENDIX I: KEY TO AVAILABLE ARCHEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS
FROM THE BARATARIA BASIN

Collections may be accessed as:

LSU: Department of Anthropology
Louisiana State University
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

UNO: Department of Anthropology
University of New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana

CEI: Coastal Environments Inc.

1260 Main Street
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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Key to Available Archeological Collections from the Barataria Basin.

Site Site Type

16JE36 plantation House
Canetery
Indian Mound
Historic

16JE37

Crowmn Pt.

[Same as

ONO 57]

16JE46 Shell beach

[Sare as

UNOS54 |

16JES52

JES3

16JE54

{once part

of JE 60}

JE55 Shell midden?

[Same

as UNO 56]

Occupations/
Components

Marksville (Yokena &
Churupua punctate) .
Farly Coles Creek
Farly Mission

Marksville to
Coles Creek

Mississippian, pre-
historic burials,
historic

Troyville-
Mississippian

Early Coles Creek

Late mission,

sane sherds may
indicate a unique
link with area north
of Vicksburg

?

Collections

LSU Cat. #'s
52-242 9636,
16 .1K36-H040

DAHP 76/551
52-243

LSO 52-379
UNO, CEI
Cat. 5436-
5451

none

CEI

CEI

none

photos

LSU R68-12/21/22
R68 L4:7-10,
N 69-L13:7

16JE37-
1 to 10

UNO

UNO 1981

Impact

vandalism,
erosion,
riprap on
part of bank

heavily damaged by
lake wave erosion

slight subsidence

Boat docks




611

Site

JES56
[Same as
UNOS52]

JE60
[Sane as
UNO53 ]

JE64
[also
known as
UNO 1]

JE74
UNO49

JE75

_ [Same as

UNO 48]
JET76
JE77
[Sane as
UNO 45]
JE78
[Sane as
UNO 40}

JEB82

Site Type

Shell ridge

Habitation

Shell midden

Shell “mound”

Shell ridge/
mound

Occupations/ Collections
Camponents
post Marksville, pre- UNO 1972

flag historic, mission CEI cat.
assemblage unique ties  #5315-5317
to north, good in situ

material

Initial Tchula CEI Cat %

Farly to late 5794-5851

Marksville, UNO

Early Coles Creek-

Mississippian

possible Marksville UNO

Troyville-Coles Creek Loumier
UNO

Troyville-Coles Creek UNO

Troyville-Coles Creek UNO

Mississippian? UNO

Early mission CEI #4366
CEI 4367~
4370, 4501-

4502

Photos Impact

UNO 1981

UNO 1981

UNO 1981

UNO, 1981

UNO 1981 excavated

UNO 1981

UNO 1981

UNO 1981 test pit?
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1eT

Year

1936

1958

1974-75

1975

1975

1975

19772

1979

Archeological Field Reports on the Barataria Basin.

principal

Investigator

Kuniffen

Mcintice

Neuman

Neuman

Gagliano

Shenkel

Holley

Gagliano

Survey Method
gurface collection
and borings

Survey, excavation(?)

Helicopter and
boat reconnaissance

Boat survey

Sur face collection

Transect survey

Excavation analysis

Survey/testing

Area

1sle Bonne 16JE60

Fleming 16JE36

Fleming 16JE36
Coquille 16JE37
Chenier Grand

Coquille 16JE46

Bayou Barataria
Bayou perot

Bayou Segnette
Waterway

Gul £ Intracoastal
Waterway, (Bayou

Barataria)

Bayou des Familles
Flnod protection

levee zone

Flening 16JE36

Bayou Segnette
Waterway

References

Kniffen 1936

McIntire 1958

Neuman n.d.

Neuman n.d.

Gagliano 1975

Shenkel, 1975

Holley et al.

1977

Gagliano et al.
1979

Results

pefinition of Bayou Cutler and
Bayou Pitre phase.

Major investigations of spatial
and tamporal patterns.

Identified the location of 16JE60,
16JE68, 16JE36. No hew sites located.

No new sites located.

Located previous sites,
evaluated impacts.

No sites in survey area, 16JE61,
16JE61, 16JE62 identified.

Coles Creek, Plaquemine, Mississippian
occupations, R.C. date 1095465 A.D. from
probable temminal Coles Creek context,
Defined Barataria Phase of the early
Mississippian period and the localized
Barataria Complex. 3 burned cotrn cob

fragments.

Located all previously reported sites.
Detailed ceramic discussion, prehistoric
settlanent analysis.



1980

1982

1982

1982

1983

1984

1985

44}

1984

DeMarcay

Beavers

Beavers

Duno

Holmes

Gendel

Goodwin

Giardino

Lamb

Holmes,
Birkedal

Excavation/survey

Excavation

Survey/site testing

Botanical survey

pocunentary/
historical

Survey

Survey/shovel
testing

Cetamic analysis
excavated by
Beavers 1982

Excavation

Auger tests,
excavation

Isle Bonne
16JE60

oquille Site
16JE37

Bayou Ooquille,
Bayou des Familles
Bayou Barataria
Lake Salvador

Coguille Site
16JE37

Barataria Unit
JLNHP

Kenta Canal

pipeline Canal;
Kenta Canal West,
Kenta Canal
Extension/

visitor Center Loop

Bayou Coquille
16JE37

Boudreaux site
16JE53

Coquille site
16JE37

DeMarcay 1982

peavers et al.
1982b

Beavers et al,
1982

punn 1983

Holmes 1983

Gendel 1984

Goodwin 1985

ciardino 1984

Lamb 1983

Holmes &
Birkedahl 1983

ldentified area B, part of a subsided
levee ridge. Ceramics dated to Troyville
period Bayou Cutler Phase.

Marksville postmold and ceramics,

tdentified 55 sites - 30 previously
unrecorded,

fdentification of plants used by proto
historic Indians. Inventory of all plants
identified at the site.

petailed summary of archeology and history
of Barataria Unit.

No sites.

No significant cultural resources. Big Woods
loop - relict cane rows and field drainage
ditches of the Christmas Plantation junction
of Old Barataria moad Trail and Highway 45 -
site of early 20th c. residence.

Marksville and Troyville —Coles Creek.

preliminary findings.

C-14 dates A.D. 280-A.D. 1170 - eastern edge;
postmolds in midden - west end.







