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IFOREV.ORD

This paper, The Listory of Scotis Bluff, Nebraska, is
o:e¢ of many prepared by a special research group enployed under
the Civil Works Progra:i of 1972-1934 by the Field Division of
Education, Nationcl Park Service, Berkeley, Culif. TIts purpose
is to satisfy certain specialized nceds existing in the National
Pork Service and it rust not, thereforc, be judged or regarded
as a corplute stoterwent of the subjeet with which it deals.

The objecctive of this paper is the compilation of
such pertincnt inforration s will be helpful in the preparation
of ruseunm cxhilits illustrating the history of the areaz of which
Scotts Bluff Nutional Morunent is the center snd, nore specifi-
cally, to outlinc the story to be interpreted by such exhibits
ard to aid ruscun preparators and Park Maturalists. Consequently
it stresses thos¢ aspccts of Scotts Bluff hiistory which are
nost adaptoble to sinple and cffective museun display und treats
but lightly thosc phuses wiich cannot be objectively presented
in the muscw:. The paper does not pretend to be an origincl
piece of research but is rather o conpilation of existing work.
Nevertheless, such interest his been monifested in the group of
research papers of which this is a part thut it seei:s vorth-
while to make some of then avriloble in mimcographed forn.
Certcinly this paper should be of valuc as oan introduction to
Central Plains history, particularly in view of its cxtensive
bibliographic refercencos.

The format of the paper has beer slightly modified
froi: customury scholarly stundards in order to save time and
expensc in nincographing. The pertinent footnotes will be
found ot thc conelusion of each scction.

The¢ suthor, Dr. Dornald D, Brand, hes been associated
with the Departrnent of Geography of the University of California
and is now a rember of the foculty of the University of New
Fexico. He is the author of scver:dl monographs published by
the University of Californin press.

THIS BULLETIN PRODUCED WITH ASSISTANGE
OF PERSONNEL PROVIOED THROUGH S.E.R.A.



HIRODUCTION

The Scotts Bluff Huticnal Monument memorializes not so
much the higtoric significance of the few square miles of actual
monument area, but rather the numberless migrations that have
passed, since time immemorial, over the many trails that con-
verge on the Nerth Platte. The history of the Scotts Bluff area
is an epitome of the exploration, exploitation, =nd settlement
of the Trans-Mississippi West. iere is one of the truly great
corridors of the world. The headwaters of the Platte rise along
the esustern slopes of the Rocvky Meuntains in Wyoming and
Colorcdy. Ey means of the Soubth Pass un almost imperceptible
transition is made from Atlantic to Pacific drainuge. This
pass-route comiuanded the best lines of movement hetween Culi-
fornia, the Oregon country ana Uteh on the west of the "conti-
nental backbone," and the grent Missouri-Mississippi system,
and the plains, prairies, and forests of the east.

Out of thc West have mcved the countless bunds of the
first great emigration Lo americua -- samall groups of primitive
Asiatic nomads, who probuebly made considerable use of this
natural corridor into the "promised lands" of the south and
east. The various bisons, ellz, deer, and other grazing animals
of the late Pleistocene had alrendy marked out the many con-
verging end diverging trails. a3 the generations of the ances-
trel amerinds increased, the tribes were forced to f£ill up 2ll
of the land, hunting grounds began to overlap, nand the warpath
often replaced the trails of migration and trade. iZre the
White Mun reached the Nebrusksz country, the Burupean horse had
becone the servant 3£ all the Great Plains tribes. Formerly.
agricultural I[ndians of th: iMississippi-missouri valleys became
mounted nomed hunters of the buffaly, and wandered from the
Mississippi t» the Rocky Mountains.

The Great Plains Indian-horse-buffals cultural comolex
had scarecely become formulated when French ané Spanish traders
and treppers invaded the country. By the accident of wars,
these natimmalities were repluacad by anglo-Saxcon Britishers and
hmericuans -- dbut the fur trader and trapper continued to domi-
nate the western scene until the country had bean thoroughly
explored and trupped subt. Then the fertile lands >ff the Pac-
ific Coast began to craw e feur hurdy settlesrs over the prairie
and mountain trazces. Persecution pushed the Mormons into tempo-
rary exile in Utah. Var and diplomucy gave California and
Oregon to the auericun nati:n, and the emigrations increased.



Soon the discovery of gold in California inspired a westward
trek of many thousands. Scarcely had the "Forty-niners" become
able minérs and prospecltors when new strikes of precious metals
drew thousands into the "digzings" of Nevada, Colorudo, ldaho,
and Montana.

The rapidly growing population and states of  the West de-
manded repid and more certain communicution with the sast, and
there came in quick successi»sn: Overland iail, Pony Express, the
transcontinental tclegruph, Overland sStege, and the transconti-
nentel railroad. Feeding emigrants and laborers along the great
overland route forced a sudden decimation of the buffalo, the
Indian's "staff of life." In desperation the plains Indians
arose in bloody concerted war, adding to the chaos of the Civil
War. Gaining certain concessions, the Indians became rarily
peaceful until the rush of prospectors to the gold strikes in
the Black Hills and Montana, together with the westwarcd advance
of the Northern Pacific, provoked the final flurry of resistance
in 1876. Crushed by the American troops and moved to restricted
reservations, the Great Plains Indians lost all power of oppos-
ing the White penetration.

In great waves of cattle and men the Platte country was
overrun by the Texas cattle industry. For some ten years the
stockman ruled the opan range. But westward bad been advancing
the granger, with his recently acquired barbed wire fence. By
the close of the '80's, granger fence, cverstocked range, and a
depression in the meat industry had combincd to climinate the
great open ranges. Characteristic of this change, western
" Ncbraska introcduced irrigation wherever possible, new railroads
came in, and small market towns sprung up all along the lines of
communication, The era >f colonization and rapid cultural mu-
tations wae over before the cluse »f the Nineteenth Century.
Such is the historic backiround cof the great movements over the
sverland route.

1. The history of westward expansion is being told more volumin-
ously and accurately with every year. among the principal
general works o>n this .phase of rizerican history are:

1. Frederick J. Turner, The significance of the frontier
in American history, 18%4.

2. Henry Inman and V. F. Cody, The Great sSalt Lake Trail,
1893.




5.

4.

6.

7.
8‘
9.
10.

1l.
12.
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18,
19.
20,

21,
22.

Edwin E, Sparks, The expansion of the American people,
1900.

dller C. temple, Am:ricun history and its geographic
condition, 1903.

George P. Garrison, We:tward expansion, 1841-1850,
19C6.

Frederick J. Turner, Rice of the new ifect, 1213-18%9,
1906,

Randall Parrish, The Great Plaine, 1907.

Frederic Paxson, The last American frontier, 1910.

Edwin L. tabin, Kit Carson duys,- 1309-1868, 1214.

Frederick J. lurner, The frontier in American history,
192C.

James C. Bell, Openirg & highway to thc Pzeific,
1838-46, 1921.

Kotherine Coman, Economic beginnings of the Far Vest,
1981.

Cardinal Goodwin, The Trans-iliseiesippi Weet, 1803-
1857, 1922,

Frederie &, Paxson, History of the american fronticr,
1763-1893, 1924,

Agnec C. Luut, The overlsnd trail, 1929.

W. J. Ghent, The road to Oregon, 1229.

Robert E., Riegel, Am:wrica moves %“eet, 1930,

£, Douglus Dranch, ¥cestward - Thz romance of the
hmerican frontier, 1830.

W. J. Ghent, The early Iar Vect, 192Z1.

Welter P, Webb, The Great Plains, 1931,

Rufus R. Wilson, Out of the Weet, 1933.

E. W, Gilbert, The exploration of Wzetsrn Amarice,
180C-1850G, 1233,
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ARCHAECLOGY

Little study has ans yet been made of the earliest remains of
man in western Necbraucka. However, occacsional finds of human
artifacte, associated with tne bones of extinct memmals, in the
Plcictocene deposits of the Platte country have led truined
archaeologiets to estimute an antiquity,of apsroaching 10,000
years for man in the tcotts Bluff area.

Nebraska may be divided into five prehistoric provinces,
the Weetern Plainc region being cquivalent to the Fcotte Bluff
asrea. The oldest non-agricultural finds occur in thie region.
At Signal Butte,2 in the Wild Cat Mountains, rome 22 miles south-
west of tcott: Bluff town, an 13-foot vertical croes-cection re-
vealed three ceparcte strata of humun occupation in & site that
may heve been an old river channel, just above Brule clay. This
is the most importuznt Nebrackun Tind of the last few years.
hArrowpoints (resembling the Folsor type of New iiexico) have been
found essociated vwith the extinct Bison Occidentalis six miles
south of Grand Igland, Hall County, ¢nd neer Cumso, Custer
County, the latter in Peorian loecs. Finde of Foleom-like points
have also been made near Champion, Chese Cownty, and in other
Nebrackan localities.

At an uncertczin date, later than that of the tignal Butte
and Folsom cultures, agriculture entered Nebruska from the south
along the Missouri. teemingly, here Algonguin peoples obtained
an agricultural-pottery complax before the coming of the Caddoan
tribes from the scuth, who introduced a higher culture charac-
terized by semi-subterrine:n houses and abundent pottery. Thie
gouthern or Caddoun complex spread u¢ far vest as Scotts Bluff
and the Colorado bogder, where o Ter vertigee of thie culture
are found. Renaud “ found the South Platte buein of North-
eacstern Colorado to comprise a major archaeclogic division, with
mony canpsites (perhass belonging to historic Indians) charac-
terized by meny flaked artifacts (chiefly quartzite und petriiied
wood scrapars, arrovheacs, snd hemmerstones) and chipes, tipi
rings and fireplaces, sub-recton;ul.r or oval wmanos, sandstone
metates, and plain or stamped pottsry. The pottery epnarently
reprecented a peripheral extension of Plains ceramice. In its
crigin, this muy derive from the Caddoun culture, as a few semi-
subterrsnean house sites exiet in the Colorado-Wyoming-Nebrackea
border region. In genersl, however, the physical limitations of
this dry country worked againsest any effective penetration of an
agriculturzl culture from the more humid region of fertile locss
to the ezst.



The sequence of cultures in Western Nebraska is yet obscure
but may be sketchily described as follows:

1. The mogt recent is the historic Dakota-Arapaho-Cheyenne
culture of normel Plains type.

2. Somewhat earlier the Caddoan Pavnees had a tenuous hold
on this sub-agriculturel area.

3. Prior to the differentiation of the northern Caddoan
peoples, much of middle and western Nebrascka was occupied by people
(presumably proto-Pavmee) of the so-called Upper Republican culture,
which incorporated agriculture, semi--subterranean earthlodges,
and abundant pottery.

4. The oldest well-represented culture is the non-agricul-
tural Signal Butte type, with numerous stone artifacts, but no
pottery.

5. Even more ancient may be the culture represented by the
scattered finds of Folsom-type, medium-to-large dart points, often
associated with the bones of fossil bison.

1. The summary of Dr. W. D. Strong's address, on p. 162 of the
article, "Prehistoric Man in Nebraska," pp. 160-165, Nebraska
History lMagazine, Vol. 13, 1932; a paper on "Ancient Life in
Nebraska and the Physical Environment," pp. 35-37, Nebraska
History Magazine, Vol. 14, 1933; W. D. Strong, "The Plains
Culture Area in the Light of Archaeology," pp. 271-287, Vol.
35, No. 2, 1933, American Anthropclogist; articles in "Smith-
sonian Explorations," 1921 and 1932; Bertrand Schultz, "Asso-
ciation of Artifacts and Extinct Memmals in Nebraska," Bulle-
tin 3%, Nov., 1932, Nebrasks State iluseum; E. B. Renaud,
"Archaeological Survey of Eastern Wyoming," 1932, and E. B.
Renaud, "Archaeclogical Survey of Eastern Colorado," 1921,
Univ. of Denver, Dept. of Anthropology, comprise the chief
published materials on the archaeology of this region. After
earlier sporadic archacologic work, E. E. Blackman was cmploy-

/ ed in 1901 by the Nebraska State Historical Society to make
a preliminary archaeologic survey of the state. Since about
1917 Dr. Harold Cookx has been making intensive studies in
western Nebraska. The organized study of the archaeology of
the Great Plains was not initiated until 1920, under Dr. Guthe,
general director for the Mississippi Valley field. Since
then there have been annual conferences of Plains Archacolo-
gists. Dr. W. D. Strong, now with the Smithsonian Institution,
led a number of field parties from the University of Nebraska,
1929-1932.



2. Discussed by W. D. Strcng in prcjected Bureau of Amer-
ican Ethnology Bulletin, "An introduction to Nebraska arch-
aeology"; in another paper by W. D. Strong and M. E. Kirby,
"Signal Butte, a stratified site in Western Nebraska", now
in preparation; and in the 1931 and 1932 volumes of Smith-
sonian Explorations.

3. Op.cit.



EARLY INDIAN MIGRATIONE

By e£.me unknown date, probably scverzl centures before
Columbus rcached amcrica, peoplos belonging to the Caddozn stock
had epriad over and osecupicd much of the country from the Red
River irto Esuth Dakote, and from the Missouri nearly to tcotts
Bluff.* Thie wac probebly at the expensz of Algonquin tribes
along the fertile Missouri bottome. 1t ic doubtful if there
wag ever zny concfiderabls Indian populaticn of the Great Plainc
prior to the introducticn of the horse, which greatly facilitated
the hunting of buffalc and extencsive migrations in search of
- water, fuel, and shelter.

After the Cuddoen occunation of the trans-Missouri region,
there occurred an influx of Siouan peoples, ulso agricultursl,
from the north and east.® The Dakota divisizn of the Siouan
gtock, cdefeszted in disastrous wars with the Algonquin Chippewa
(vho were zided by newly-acquired fircerme from the French),
around the beginning =f the 18th century began to emigrate
southwee tvar? from bMinnescta. Thie movement forced the Al-
gonquin Cheycnne ancd arapubo cheed of them into the Black Hills
and Cheyenne river country“of South Dakota. The migrations and
displacemcnts continued until, by 1800, the Dakota fioux were
in possescion of mogt of South Dakota.

The westwarc aigration of tribes had by this time become
greatly accelerated through the use of the horse. The horce
(strayed or stolen from the early Spaniarde) had reached the
Parmeezs by 1700, and the Dakotas by 1740.7 Goaced by enemies
on the ecet and attracied by the herds of buffalo ewarming
over the Gre.t Plains of the Platte country, the Tetone (most
western branch »f the Dakstn tYiouxs drove the Cheyenne and
arapah; before them, and had Cccupied all of western Nebroska
to the North Platte by 1830. Therefore, when white men began
to enter Nebreske in numbers, they found the Kansas, Omaha, and
Ponca fiocux in the Misscuri Valley; the Caddoan Parmees
restricted to south central Nebroska, elong the middle Platte
and Loup rivers; ana the Ogallsla and Brule divisions of the
Teton Dakotas over all the remainder of the state. The
irapaho und southern Cheyenne normally held the southern Platte
country.

The Arcpahd, Cheyenne, end Dakotas were normally at peace
wvith each other, but constantly warred against the Pawvnees on
the east and the thoshone on the vest. The Kiowa and Comanche
had presunebly drifted out of Wyoming southeastward across
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western Nebraska, in the early 18th century, to establish them-
selvas im western Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. This set-up in
the first half of the 19th century made the forks of the Platte
a wild battleground between the Chcyenne-Arapeaho-Tetons and the
Pavnees. Until about 1835 the Pawnecs dared to have villages on
the North Platte, but a decisive defeat in that year near Ash
Hollow® caused them to retire far down the river to the Loup
country.

When these northwestern Plains Indians were first visited
by Europecans in the 19th century, they possessed a nearly uni-
form culture. This culture was based on use of the horsc and
hunting of the bison, and conditioncd to an cxcecedingly nomadic
life. Agriculture was practically unknown (except among the
Pawnees and other tribes to the east); very little pottery was
made; and the bison provided everything from fuel and food to
shelter and raiment. These nomadic hunting horsemen naturally
became grecat horse stealers and far-raiding warriors. Such were
the inhabitants of the Scotts Bluff area when the white man
arrived. In numbers they may have epproached a total of 40,000-
50,000 souls, divided: Dekotas, 25,000; Pavmeecs, 10,000;
Cheyenne, 3,5C0; and Arapsho, 3,000. ' As yet, smallpox, cholera,
and drunkenness had not taken a toll of these highly susceptible
aborigines.6

l. W. E. Connelley, "Notes on early Indian occupancy of the
Great Plains," pp. 438-470, Vol. 14, 1915-1918, Kansas Historical
Collections. Mr. Connelley has used Indian traditions, the
reports of early travelers, and the evidence of artifact dis-
tribution in working up his material and two distributional maps.
W. D. Strong, op.cit., in American Anthropologist, discusses

some of the archaeological evidence for this postulated spread
of Caddoan stock.

2. Map in Connelley, op.cit., shows Siouens to the Niobrara

and lower Missouri by 1540. Plate 33, Indian Tribes and.
Linguistic Stocks, 1650, compiled by Dr. J. R. Swenton, in the
Paullin: Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States,
1932, shows a further encroaching of the Siouans into the fertile
trans-Missouri lowlands of Kansas and Nebraska.

3. The various movements of the Dakota, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
adjacent tribes are outlined in:
1. David Bushnell: Villages of the Algonquian, Siouan,
and Caddoan Tribes West of the Mississippi, Bureau



American Ethmology, Bull., 77, 1922,

2. Doene Robinsout 4 Comprehercsive History of the Dukota
or ¥isux Indiane, to, Dak, Hiect. Coll., Vol. 2,

- 1004, '

3. George B, Grinnell: The Cheyenne Incdions, Vol. 1,
19738, :

4, James U.oncy: Ghost-Dance Religion, ). 853 et eeq.,
14tk annual Paoort, Burecu smericrn Ethnology, 1896.

5. A. L. Xroeber: Thc Arapncho, Vol. 18, Part 1, 1902,
Eull. aa;er. bus. Nat. Hict,

8. ". ilcGe2: The btisuan Indians, 15tk annuel Rejort,
Bureau Anerican Ethnology, 1897.

4, - C. icelers The Iniluerce o>f the Horse on the Development
of Plains Culture, >). 1-25, Vz1l. 16, n, ®., "Amecrican
Anthroyolcgiet," 1614,

5. R. tagcos Wild tcenes in Kansas and Nebraska, p. 50.

6. among the lest early descri,tions of Plains Indiuns are
those to te found ins
1. George Cutlin: Letters and Notes, 1341,
2. Prince Maximilian von ‘iied: Trevels, 1841.
3. Original Journels of Lewis end Clark.
4, B, Jamec: Long's Exsecition from Pittsburgh to the
Rocky Mountuins, 1823,



THE pURCPAMN uDVANCE

When the First rhite men eaw westzrn Nebracka will prohebly
never be exactly deitermined. tecndinuvisns in the 14th century
nay have been the first to set foot in the valley of the
liisciseiyyi. Coroneco, in 1541, advanced into ncrthern Kansac,
or »oegeibly southern Nebraskz. The French -- Nicolet in 1639,
Redicon in 1654-60, Joliet end Marquette in 1673, Henncpin in
1679-80, anc¢ Le tueur in 1683 -- ex)lored the Missiesipoi region
north of the Ohis., Not, hcwever, until 1720 wae there an authen-
ticated ex)Hlorstion Ly vhite men on Nebraska soil. In that year
a Epenish expedition, under Li. General Pedro de_Villasur, wes
masL“cred by Paimees at the forks of the Platte.l This wes the

ogt northeestern point ever attcined by a Epenich expedition in
th» Great Pleire.

foon after, in June of 1739, the llallet brothers and eix
othsr Frenchmen troversed Nebracks from o cam) neusr the mouth of
the Nickrera serose to the Platte, and by the fouth Platte scuth
to fant: Fe.® On thic trip the flattc received its name, which
ie 2 trancloti-n of the Yiouan neme, "Nebrathka," meaning "ehallow."
A few yesre luter, akcut 1745, the Verendryes acdvanced through
the Dazkoatas, jerhape to the Rucky Mlounteine, the white man's
farthest weet in that letitude.

During the rueceedin,” yeeres »f £Hunich and French occunation
of the Greut Louiciuna province, undoulterdily o nunber of
fBur:pecn >r holftreed trappers and voyogeurs penctrated the
western Grect Ploine, up such rivers ac the arkaness, Kansas,
ané Platte, but no record has encvures. Not until the American
Jurchase C¢id recordeu Hurtice, such as those of Lewie znd Clark,
Pike, and Long, traverie this region. A y:ung Ameriesn ceptive
anzng the Incicneg® did elaim to have vondored with the Indians
into the Roecky Hlountaing orior bto 1818, but his story is open to
asubt,

1. A. b. Thoras? "The Massacre of the Villusur Expedition at
the Forke of the Platte River, sug. 12, 1720, " in Nebraeka
History lingazine, 1925. ‘ome authorities glace this at the
Leun-Platte junction. -

2, Journcl, ubliched in de Margry: Decouvertos.,

3. John D, Hunter: Mcmoire of a Cu:tivity awong the Indians of
North Anmerieca, 1523.
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TBZ BARLY FUR TR/DE PERIOD

The active ex)loratizn ¢f the fcotte Bluif area began with
the westcrn extenrion of the fur tra’e into the u»jer Missouri
anC Rocky M.untain regions. With the trajier and trader came
the beginnings of history for vestern Nebraska.l although such
Eoanish an?d French tralere os Lica and Choteau hot already been

raling in the Misscuri country, it remained for Johmn Jacob
Astor an¢ his Pacific Fur Comdany (organizec in 1810) to open
up the rich fur ccuntry of the American Rockies and the Oregon
country. A Dyarty, uncer W. P, Hunt, wuc sent overland to the
m>uth of the Columbia, and another party, on the "Tonguin,"
went by rea. astoria was founced and the region claimed for
america scurcely before some Britieh tracers w=p)ecarcd on the
gcene cut of Conaca. The tecond War for Indejencience (1812-
15) came .on, and control wae lost temporarily until an agree-
ment bet.een Britein end Amcrica made the Oregon country
(22°-54°40' N, Lat., and wert of the Continental Divide) open
to joint exsloitation,

Meanvhnile, in 1812, an overlond party had sterted east
with <ieratches for Astor. Robert tf'tuert, Rameay Creooks,
Robert McLellan, Jdoseph Miller, F. Leclere, a. Veller, and
B. Jcnes mnde u the party thet laboriouely followed u) the
tnake, crossed the Continental Divide at or near the famous
touth Page, and started dovn the tweetvater. The DHurty lost
their horesse to come Inliang vhile weet of the Rockies, e
they concluded to winter until foot or boat traveling should
im>rove, a5 they had no idea uf their location or the distance
to £t. Louis. Bein; disturbed by some Indians, the returning
Astorians decided to attem)>t ferther (rogress. They trudged
along dovn the North flatte (with most of their dunnage on the
back of o« »soor old horse obtuined from some friendly tncke
Indinne) until they had advanced many miles into the ¢old,
desolate :lains, Confronted by a lack of fuel and food, they
retraced their steps "to a jlace where they had remarkad there
was & sheltering growth «f forest trees and a country abundant
in game. Here they would once more set u) their winter quarters
and await the -ening of the navigaticn to launch themselves
in canoes."? :

At this site the seven wanderers set up a new winter lodge,
which wee completed a few doys after New Year's Day, 1813,
They were able to kill an atundance of buffalo, and soon had an
ample stock of winter provisions. Part of their leisure time
they utilized in making two large dugout canoes, hoding to
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launch them with the epring flood of the river. On the 8th of
Harch the rivsr seemed suffic%ently deep, cnd they departed
from their winter's quarters.® However, this initial attempt to
navigate the upper Platte failed miserably, &s the river ex-
panced into a wide but extremzly shallow stream, with many sand-
bars, and occasionally various channels. They got one of their
canoes a few niles down it, with extreme difficulty, tut at
length had to abancon the attempt and rceume thzir journey on
foot with their feithful old pack-horse. Finully they got dowm
to Grend Ieland, where a canoe wae obtained frop some Indisns,
and the rcemainler of the journey wus made with comparative speed
and eace,

This good cirect treil between the settlemente and the
mountains now wes forgotten for a number of yesrs., During thie
time the Missouri Fur Compeny (rotivated by Manuel Lisa, Joshua
Pilcher, ani other £t, Louie men) end several minor companies
had continued to work the upper Missouri region via the Missouri
river, In 1822 Williom Achley wznd dAndrew Henry organized o fur
company that jlenned grester activity in the Rocky Mountains
than eyver befor:. 4&n aclvertieement for men wae znswered by a
group that deviloped guch famous mountainmen as Jedediah Emith,
William Sublett, end Jim Briceer. A sceries of disastrous
encounters with dricara and Blackfest Indians in the unper
KMiscouri reypion, 1822-1824, neorly wrecked sehiey financially,
and turnad the attention of his men to nore souticrn fields,

At this time cccurred the much~cicnutcd diseo.ery or rediscovery
of the Eouth Pags by Provot and Bridger in 182% or tmith and
Fitzootrick in 1824.%

The concontratior of ashley': mcn in the Rocky Mountain
area back of the Platte hoadwaters rcsulted in tiro innovations
in the fur “weiness. The varicue bands of trappere vorking for
Ashle; were piven e time end place to meet & caravan which
would bring needed eupplies and trude goods, and would then take
back to tt. Louis the skins acquired by trapping and trade.

Thic rendezvous and curavan system was initiated in the summer
of 1825, At the sane tiice ths direct Platte overland route was
out into effective use. In the summer of 1824 Fitzpatrick and
tvo others hod attempted to come dewn the Sweetwater and North
Pluette by bullboat, but had been wrecked and forced to ceche
their beaver ckins. Then the tiree walked the entire distance
in to Ft. Atkinson on thc Missouri. There they found James
Clyman, who hal become suparated from his party and had wandered
the 600 milee in cighty daye, arriving shortly before thenm.
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The party got horses, returncd to the cache. at Independence
Rock, 2nc was btack at Ft., Atkinson in less than tvo months.
Thus were fure first brought down to the Missouri by the Platte
route. This route was protubly elong the north bank.® '

At first the pack cnimals used were horses, but soon mules
became the favored aninals becesucse of their grecter encurance.
The carsvan of 1826, uncer Ashley, W. tublette, and tmith, was
conposed of 300 pack mulee., Thir was sehley's last trip into
the mountuins, as he €0l Lie active interest to W. Bublstte,
tmith, cnd David Jackson in July of 1826. The pack traine of
1827, anc 1828, ond 1829 were of the accustomed type, but in
the cummer of 1830 W. tutlette led a caravan of 10 wagone
(each éroevn by 5 mules, 2 dearborns drawn by & rule each, 12
hezd of cattle, one milch cow, ani 80 men mounted sn rules.)
Thie trcia vent from £t. Louie up the Platte to the head of the
Wiind River, bLeing the firsi —mgons to reach the Rocky Mowntains
north of the Bante Fe Trail. In 1327, however, iishley had sent
a party of 60 men, with =2 four-pHhund cannon -n a carriage
drevm by teo mules, which went os far ag the Great talt Leke.

"Pack lLioreer, or rether nulee, were at {iret usel; but in
the beginning of the orceent year (1830), it wac determined to
try wegsnsy anc in the rionth of spril 1loet, on the 10th day of
the month, a carzvan of ten vwegone, Grawn by five mules each,
an¢ tws cenrborag, dravm by one mule  each, set out from tt.
Louie. & hove eighty-one men in compzny, all mounted cn mules;
and there were exclugive of o p.rty left in the mountzine.

Our route from tt. Louis wee nearly due weet to the western
inite of the ttate, and thence along the tanta Fe trail about
forty miles; from which the churee wes some degrees north of
weet, aerces the vatir of the Kansas, ond up the Great Platte
river, to the Rocky M»runtaine, and to the hedd of Wind river,
where it isiued from the mounteins. Thie tock ue until the
16th of July, and was ag far uc we wiched the wopons to go, as
the furc to be brousht in were to be collected 2t thie pluce,
which ig, or wre thie year, the srect rendezvous of the persons
enzaged in that businesc. Here the wagons could easily have
ersesed the Rocky Mountaing, it being what ie calleda the
touthern Pags, had it been desirable for them to do so, which
it was net for the reuson stated. For our support, at lesving
the dies:uri settlements, until we should get into the buffalo
country, we araxve trelve head of cattle, heeice a milk cow.
Eight of thuse only being rejuircé for use tefore we got to the
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buffalces, the others went on to the head of Wind river."

‘(Letter of Jackeon, tmith, and Sfublette, page 21).

On the return trip the cearlorns vere left behind. Thus, in
1827 and 1820, the embryonic Oregon Trail (yet kuowm only as the
Great Platte route to the mountains) was blazed t~ a wheeled
trace. '

it the summer rendezvous of 1830, W. tublette, tmith, and
Jackson £old¢ sut tc Fitzpatrick, Bridger, M. tublette, Fraeb, and
Gervais, who constituted the firet Rocky ilountain Fur Company,
properly so entitled. This conpany wae diesolved in 1834, when
it wee temporarily reconstructed under Fitzpatrick, M. tfublette,
and Bridger. Howsver, these traders marketed through the
hnerican Fur Company, and after 1835 hecame employees of the
latter company. During the five-vear seriod, 1830-35, there
ensusd certain events and results thut brought the first, or
"romuntic," period of the fur truce to =n end.

In the period 1810-1830, fur trappere and treders had quite
thorsughly wexplorad snd trupoed the entire Rocky hizuntaiu urea
from Britieh Cunada tc the Mexicun Interior Provinces. Most of
the entrepruneurs (toursesie,nctor, partisan, or free trader)
were testeh, Irich, or of Hioneer Virginia and Kentucky stock.
The gngapges and free trapoers vere a motley crew of French-
Canadian, serican, Mexicen, and mixed breeds. Scarcely a one
hesitated t. take tne or more Indian wives, in the easy "mountain-
eer" style. Through such alliznces tribal trade vas attracted
to the vari:ue individuale =nd outfits.? By 1830 there was
literally scarcely o luculity or un Indien band that had not
been contacted by the mountoinser trappers. Thie had resulted
in a perceptible "trapping out" of the beaver country. By 1834
the reduction of the beaver cutput (the main fur chipped down
the Platte route) was quite visible, and John Jacob Astor with-
drew from the .rerican Fur Ccmpany. at the same time the de-
cree of "Dame Fashion" had shifted from beever to eilk hats.

Contributing agents to the trapping Hut of the beaver and
the introduction of a new srder in the fur business were the
invasions of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company and American Fur
Company "prescrves" by numerours independent outfite, such as
those of Bonneville, Wyeth, Gant, and Bent-St. Vrain, Captain
Bonneville, an army oificer on leave, brought.an elaborate
vagon-train cutfit into the mountaines, in 1832, over the North
Platte routc by tcotte Bluff., In the same year Nathanisl Wyeth,
a New Englanc¢ ice dealcr, ceme into the mountains (by the same
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route) on & reconnaissance trip, which resulted in a serious
bueiness attempt in 1384, Accompanying Wyeth in 1834 were the
first prospective permanent settlere of the Cregon country,
Jdagop and Dconiel Lec, Methodiet miseionaries to the North-
western Indians. The competitisn among the many trepping and
trading outfits, thc need for central poste to which the fruits
of methodic trepring and hunting might be brought and exchanged
for comnulities, and the nrospect of regular movementc across
the mountcing betreen the Missouri end the Columbia all led to
the founding of nermanent tracing scete. Ft. Yilliem (Ft.
Leraric), some 60 miles ehove Ecotte Bluff, and Ft, Hall, on
the upper tnake, were built in 1834. Although the annual
rendezvous eontinued into ite sixtecnth year (1840), it de-
creased ctecdily in importance. There was to ensue a period,
1835-1848, vhen the westward rnovement of miseionaries and
ccloniete “ound for the fartile valleye of Oregon and California
filled the hirteric picture, and the teduced ranke of the
trepper:e contributed as much to onrogrese through guide service
ag by thg orocuction of beuver und tuffalo ekins for the castern
mariete,

1. The hisgtory of wortern Ncebrecgka hus been dealt with, in
varying' Go, Ty, ins
1. Grant Lee €humioy: The History of Vestern Nebracka
and its People, 1921.
2e ne Be theldont Rerroska, 1931,
%. v. tterling Morton: Hictory; of Nebraska, 1907.
4, aadigon E. fheldont History and ttories of Nebraske,
1913.
S. Jomnson's history of Nelruska, 1880,
6. sn. 1. Andrces: History of Nebraskc.
7. %. A. Goodspeed:s The Province and the ttatee, Vole,
1, 5, 1904, 1907.
8. G, L. thumvayd "First tettlementes of the tcotts Eluff
Country," Nebracka ftate Hiet. toe. Pub., Vol. 19,
1919,
9. i, Wwetkine: "Hictoricel tketeh of Cheyenne Country,"
Nebrucka vtete Hist. foc. Coll., Vol. 17, 1917.

2, Wachington Irving's "Astoria" (1836) is the orincipal
authority for the entire narrntive of the returning astoriane.
TLe May 15, 1813, "kisscuri cazctte" carried the first put-
lisheé accrunt (ertrected in John Bradhurys Travele in the
Interior o7 Amcrica, 1817) >t this journey that defined nearly
the entirc Llength of the future Oregon Trail. The "Journel

»f Robert i'tucrt" has been c¢fitac recently Ly P. i. Rollins.


http://Li.rar.io

3. The exact loccation hac never heen Jdetermined. The local
historiene of Eeotts Bluff presume it to have been in the Cotton-
wool Grove, near the tomn of Yeotts Bluff. W. J. Ghent, in "The
Roac¢ to Oregon," p. 250, locates the camp near Henry, Nebraska,
near which tuwn an Oregon Trail etone was dedicuted 100 years
later. Irving, gp. cit. pp. 320-321, made no attempt to place
the camp. Grace Heberc, "The Pathbuckers from River to Ocean,"
6th ed., p. 72, locatec the Astorians near Tcrrington. addison
theldon, "History and ttories of Nebraska," p. 43, carries the
Astorians down to Bridgeport. The historic evidence of to-
pography, vegetution, and abundance of buffalo iould indicate
any one of the above-mentioned sites, with the greatest prota-
bility resting with the Henry site.

4, The bect works covering the hietory of fur trade between
the Missouri and the Wyoming-Coloracdo Rockies ares
1. J. C. Alter: James Bridger, 1925.
2. T. D. Bonner: The Life and idventures of James P,
Beckwourth, 1856. _
3. C. L. Canp: Jamee Clymcn, 1928.
4, Hiram M, Chittenden: The americen Fur Trade of the
Far West, 1902.
5. Katherine Coman: Economic Beginnings of the Far West,
1921.
6. H. C. Dale: The ishley-tnith Explorations, 1918.
7. We J. Ghentt The turly Far ilegt, 19Z1.
8. W. J. Ghent: The Rocé to Oregon, 1929.
9. E, ¥, Gilberts The Exploration of Western Americe,
1933.
10. L. R. Hafen ané W. J. Ghent: Broken Hand, 1931.
11. A. Henry: Manuceript Journale, 1897.
12. V. Irving: Astoria, 1836.
13. w. Irving: The adventures of Capjtain Bonneville, 1837.
- 14, Chas, Larpenteur: Furty Years a Fur Trader on the
Upper Migesouri, 1898.
15. Narrative of the Adventures of Zenas Leonard, 1839.
16. N. Murney: The Life of Jim Bzker, 1931.
17, Neb., Etate Hiet. Hoe. Pub., Vol. 20, "adventures of
the Fur Trader Founders of £t. L>uis ... selected
from newepapers," 1922.
18. Jouhn G. Neihardt: The tplendicd Woyfaring, 1920,
19, Francis Parkman: Caiifornia and Oregon Trail, 1856.
20, Osborne Ruseell: Journal of a Trupper, 1914.
21. G. F. Ruxton: Life in the Far West. 1849.
22. R. Eaget Wild tcenes in Kunsas and Nebraska, 18486.
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23, E, L, ta*in: Kit Carscn Lays, 1914,
24, C. A. Vandiveer: The Fur-Trade and fBarly Western
"~ Ex»lorction, 1929,
25. F, F. Victor: The River of the West, 1870.
26. a4, Wislizenust Trip to the Rocky Mountains, 1839.
27. tources of the History of Oregon: The Correspondence
and Journals of Captain Nathuniel Wyeth, 1899.

5. Haofen onc Ghentd Broken Hand, p. 47, ané Oamp: James Clyman,
D2. 35-57, glve the deteils of these marathon welking tripe.

6., Unite? ttutes Senate Executive Document 39, 21st Congress,
2nd tescion, 1831, contains 2 letter from Gen. V. Hd. Ashley to
Gen. Macom®, in which, p. 7, Ashley decscrilbes the expedition of
1827, In the same Jocument there is s letter from tmith,
Jackson, and fublette whieh (p. 21) narrates the wagon journey
of 1830. Chittenden, gp.cit., p. 279, ha¢ twisted this into a
£ix-pounc ecaonnon going to the mounteing in 1826 under Ashley.
Hafen ans Ghent, gp.cit., »p. 63, 85, 69, 70, 71, and 76,
nention the rsummer caravans led by Vi, tublette to the annual
rendezvous.

7. Alter: James Bridgcr; Bonner: The Life sn¢ Adventures of
Jamees P. Beckwourth; end Brisibin: Belden, the White Chief, give
excellent accounts of the life of a "squawman."

8 . The etory <f the 1830-35 transition veriod was almost con-
temperenesurly made public by the subklishing ofs

1. John B, Wyeth: Oregon, or a thort History of a Long
Jsurney, 1833, which narrated some of the events on
the N. Viyeth expetition cof 1832,

2. . Irvingt The adventures of Captain Bonneville, 1837,
whoee eusy stylc entertnined thousands with their
first authentic picture of 1life in the central
Rocky Mountains. Thie work is still basic for the
history of the period, as well as of the hero.

3. Narrative of the Adventures cf Zenas Leonard, 1839,
which reczunte? adventurce vhile with Gant and other
mountaincers,

4, Johm K. Tovnsend: Narrative >f a Journey Acroses the
Rocky Mountaine, 1839, which relates happeninge on
Tyeth'e 1834 trio.



THE TORY OF £COITY LELUFF

Bonneville's journal, through the pen of the gifted Irving,
also preserved for posterity the name and garbled history of
Hiram Scott -- one of the hundreds who sacrificed their lives in
the search for the animal wealth of the mountains. According to
Bonneville's account (vp. 34-35):

"On the 2let {June, 1832) they (Bonneville's party)
encamped amid high and beetling cliffs of indurated clay
and sandstone, bearing the semblance of towere, castles,
churches, and fortified citicee. At a dictance it was
scarcely poseible to persusde one's self that the worke
of art were not mingled with thece fantastic freake of
nature. They have received the name of tcott's Bluffe
from a nelancholy circumstance. A number of years since,
a party were descending the upper part of the river in
canoes, when their frail barks wers overturned, and all
their powder spoiled. Their riflec being thus rendered
useless, they were unable to procure food by hunting,
and had to depend uson rootes and wild fruites for sub-
eistence. After suffering extremely from hunger, they
arrived at Laramie's fork, a small tributary of the
north branch of the Nebracka, about sixty miles above
the cliffe just mentioned. Here one of the perty, by
the name of tcott, was taken ill; and his. companions
came to a halt, until he ghould recover health and
strength sufficient to proceed. While they were s:zarch-
ing around in quest of edible roote they discovercd a
fresh trail of white men, who had cvidently but re-
cently preceded them. What was to be done? By a forced
march they might overtake thie pzurty, and thus be auble to
reach the settlements in safety. thould they lingar they
might all perish of famine and exhaustion. tcott, how-
ever, was incapable of moving; they were too feeble to
aid him forward, and areaded that such a clog would
prevent their coming up with the advance party. They
determined, therefore, to abandon him to his fate.
Accordingly, under pretence of seeking food, and such
simples as might be efficacicus in his malady, they de-
serted him and hartened forward upon the trail. They
succeeded in overtaking the party of vhich were in quest,
but concealed their faithlesc desertion of tcott; alleg-
ing that he had died of diseace.
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"On the encsuing cummer, these very individuals visit-
ing these parte in company with others, came suddenly
upon the grinning skull of a human ckeleton, which, by
certain signe they recognized for the remaine of Feott.
This was cixty long milecs from the pluce rhere they had
abandoned himj ancd it appeurec. that the wretched mun had
crawled that immence dictance beforc death put zn end to
hie miseries. The wild and picturzeque bluffe in the
neizhborhood of hie lonely greve have ever since borne
hie name."

This is the first notice thut we have of thie tragic event,
although the individual involvéd has been identifiec with the
Hiram Scott ( one of ashley's men ) vho served as a captain
under Colonel Leavenworth in the August, 1823, attack upon the
Arikara.l hecording to William A. Ferris, (who eserved ac a
clerk for the amcrican Fur Conpany from 1830-235), in hie series
of articles entitled "Life in the Rocky Mountaing," which were
oublished in the "Western Litcrary Mcecenger," tcott was a clerk
of the dmerican Fur Coupzny.

While returning from the mountains he fell ill, and the
lecder of the party was compelled to leave him in order
to »ueh ¢n and overhaul another perty. The leader agreed
to wait at these bluffe until Ycott sghould come along.

He left tcott with twe men to te brought dowm in a
bullboat, but the boat wae soon rrecked and lost with
everything in it, even the arms and ammunition. The two
men then forsook their companion and overtook the main
party severul daye later. The leader had not stopped
where he agreed. +tcott's bones were found the following
soring near the usgreed place of weiting,

Townsend, whe accompanied Wyeth on hie 1834 expedition, -
differed little from the accounts given by Bonneville and Ferris,
who were in the region at zp>roximately the same time. He
stetes that

"These are callac ‘tcott's Bluffe'; so numed from an
unfortunate trader, who periched here from diceace and
hunger, many years ag:.. Hc was deserted by hie com-
panions; &nd the ycar following, hie crumbling bones
were found in this epot." 9



Tovnsend'e only discgreemsnt ie in placing the event "many years
ago," when writing in the oeriold 18%4-9,

Romentic tage, who troversed the region in 1841, built up a
very fenciful picture:

"Thie lovely valley hac before this witneeced the death-
ccene of one who laft his bonse to blanch within ite limite.
His name vas tcott, from whon the neighboring eminences
cerive their present npoellation. Attrocted by the cnchent-
ing becuty of the place and the grest abundunce of came the
vicinity ¢fforced, he wandeved hither alone and made it hie
temporary residence. While thue enjoying the varied sveets
of rolitude, he became the orey of sickness and grneded his
life awayj~- and none was there to vatch over him, but the
gun by dey snd the starg by night; or fan hie fevered brow,
cave the kindly breezeg; or bemoan his hupless fute, other
than the gurgling stream thit cighed ite pareing sympathy
beside the couch of decthlimé

Johnson, who follomed the Plutte route in 1343, climin:ted
the traditional wondoring of the sick fcott from near the
Laremie river wmwouth, In hie zecosunts

"They receive their nwurc from a melanchely circumstance,
which happenaed at them, secveral yeure agn., s crzll party
cf troeppers vere roturning from the mountoins to their homes
in Missouri. Ouing to the hostility of the Indiane who
inhabited the country, (the tizusa) it wes necescary for
their ecfety, that they should rot be secn. To orevent
this, requirec the greustest precaution in their m.vements.
A few days before they resched thic olzcu, one of their
number, named Feott, wee teken eick and continued to grow
worce, until he vas unuble to procecd. His companions
carried him tz thece blulle, and supyoeing that he could nst
recover, they left him, Othere paceing that vuay, come years
after, found his bones & ¢hiyrt distonce from where he had
been left, From this circumctunce, thesc hille hove been
called, since that tize, «fter vhe name of that unfortunete
adventurer,"S

Palmer, who passed Ecotte Bluff in 1845, als> reduced the
mileage traveled by the sick mon, and blamed the Indiane for the
party's l:se of eouinments



"A melancholy tradition accounts for the name of thice -
spot. & party who had been trading with the Indianc were
returning tc the Ftates ond encountering a band of hostile
gavegee, were robved of their peltriecs and food. As they
etruggled homeward, one of their number, named tcoth, fell
gick and could not travel. The others remaincé with him,
until the sufferer, decpairing of ever beholding hic home,
prevailed on his companions to abandon him., They left him
alcne in the wildernese, e3verszl miles from bhis spot.
Here human bones were afterwards found; and, cuppceing he
had crawled here and diecd, the subsecuent travelers have
given his nume to the neighboring bluff,."

Edwin Brysnt, on hie way to California in 1846, obtained
an account which is perhaps as authentic as any:

"A party of some five ur eix trappers, in the employment
of the american Fur Corpuny, were returning to the 'settle-
mente,' under the command of a man -- a noted mountaineer
-- naned Ecott. They otiempted to perform the journey in
boats, dovm the Platte. The current of the river became
go rhallow that they could not navigate it. VYcott was
seized with ¢ disecsse which rendered him helplecs. The men
with him left him in the boat, and when they returned to
their employers, reo:rted that tcott had disd on the
journey, and that they had buried him on the banks of the
Platte. The next year a party of hunters, traversing
thie region, discovered a human skeleton wrapped in
blankete, which from the clothing and papers found upon
it, was immediately recognized ac being the remains of
Scott. He had been deserted by hie men, but afterwards
recovering hie stréngth sufficiently to leave the bosat,
he had wandered into the bluffs where he died, where his
tones were found; and which now bears his name."7

_ Later versions of tcott's story ring the changes on the
above-related seven, which were written by men who visited the
area prior to 1847, and whose accounte were all publicshed before

1849. Among variations introduced by later writers are!

1. That he was taken eick and put ashore ("Journal of
Joceph Hackney, 1849," in Elizabeth Page: Wagons
West, p. 142).

2. Thet he wus a solitary trepper who had lost his way,

end died of starvation (William Kelly: Across the
Rocky Mountains, p. 112.)
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3. That he was left, at hic owm request, to perish alone
(Franklin Langworthy: tcenery of the Pleines,
Mountaing, and Mines, pp. 42-3).

4, Thet tfeott wae put ashore by his boat's crew, whc had
a grudge against him (R. F. Burton: The City of the
Yainte, p. 78).

5. That, about 1825, a party wrecked on the twectrater

‘ wandered past the bluffec where the ill tcott was
abandoned at his request (W. ¢. Brackett: "Bonneville
and Bridger," pp. 180-181, in Contrib. to the Hist.
foc. Montena, Vol. 3).

6. That Hiram tcott, 1828, was one of the founcers of the
2nd Northwestern Fur Company (R. F. #ilson: Out of
the West, p. 86--source not cited).

The date of Scott's demise is uncertein, although usually
given as 1828. The first publisied account is thut of Captain
Bonneville (pge-cit.) in 1837. No published map sh-wed tcotts
Bluff until Robert Greenhov's "Memoir, Historiczal and Political,
on the Northwest Conet of Ncrth America" appearec¢ in 1840.8
This map compiled in 1840, shows tfcotte Bluff dovm stream from
Chimney Rock. The map in Lt. Fremont'e report of 18439 hae
Ycotte Bluff in correct position. Thic map and resort were
basic for most of the western naps and guides that appeared in
the next few years. The form of the name ie varied, appearing
as! tcottebluff, Ycott's Bluff, Ecott's Bluffe, tcotts Bluff,
and fcotts Bluffs. It has even sppeared, through a orinter's
mictake, es fcotch Bluff,

1. Recorded by Dale, op, cit., p. 72, from Col. Leavenworth's
official rejort of Oct. 20, in "Missouri Intelligencer,"
December 2, 18%3.

2. Abstracted from Ferris by Chittenden, op. cit., pp. 468-9.
Chittenden gives a brief history of Ferris on p. 395.

3. Tovmeend?! Narrative of a Journcy Across the Rocky
Mountainge, pp. 178-9,

4. Rufus B, tage: Wild tcenes in Kansas and Nebru:cka, p. 63.
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5. Overton Johneon and VWm. H, FWinter: Route across the Rocky
Msuntaine, p. 13.

6. Joel Palmer's Journal of fruvele over the Roezky Mountaine,
Pe ST,

7.  Edwin Bryant: Weat I faw in Califcrnia, op. 104-5.
8. ©Senate Drcument 174, «6+th Congress, let Eeé:ian.

9. tenatec Document 243, 27th Congresr, 3rd tereion,
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NAVIGATION OF THE NORTH PLATTE

The trials of river navigation on the North Platte, as
brought out in tcott's story, were always grect. This river could
be navigated by small craft without much difficulty in the upper
stretches, but became very shallow, braided, and full of sandbars
in the neighborhood of tcotts Bluff, The firs{ aitenpted navi-
gation was by the returning Astorians in 1813. Their two dugout
canoes got only a few miles downstream, duc to the extreme
shallovness. The next recordeu attempt was by Fitzpetrick, ftone,
and Branch, who, in 1824, started down the upper North Platte
with & cargo of bezver skins. This venture aleso ended in discstor,
and the men vere forced to walk in.? Eventually, successful trips
were mode with mackinaws and bullboa*te down the cntire Platte to
Miceouri statione. After the cstablicshment of Ft. Laramie, at the
Laramie-North Platte junction, in 1834, numercus voyagee were
nade in the soring of each year by parties of the Amcrican Fur
Company &nd varisus independent traders and trappers.

The bullboat was the favorite because of ite euse of
manufacture, lightness, and exiremely small draft. These boats
were of ancient use among the Missouri river Indians. They
varied in size from small "one-man" conveyances (commonly usec
by the squaws) up to the large boats, sometimes over 30 feet
long, develsped by the fur traders. Dunbar gives the following
description of & bullboats

"The bull-boat of the Miscouri and sther western rivers wae
a type of craft unknowmn except on those strecme, It resembled
en enormous shallow oval backet, and in size it wus ordinarily
about 25 feet long and 12 or 15 feet wide., Ite sides stood
two or three feet above the surface of the stream on which it
wae navigated, and when full lacden it never drew movre than
a foot of water. The framework of the bull-boat ccneicsted
of long and »liable p:xles, wmome of which extended along
the greater cimension of the craft, with the others lying at
right angles to the firet and securel; fuetened to them.
All the nsoler were bent upward at the edge or circumference
of the framework snd secured in that yoeition, thus oro-
ducing the backet-like shape of the fabric. The frame weae
covered with dressud buffalo hides (for this purpore the
cking of bull buffaloes were used exclusively; hence the
name "bull-boat") which had bLeen sewed together with sinews
from the same animals and then soaked. After being placed
cn the poles in their soaked concdition the hidee soon
shrank to a considerable degrec and thuse formea a very
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tight covering. The caums between the hides used in making
a bull-boat were made water-tight by a mixture of melted
buffalo fat and eurth or ashee, and the final result was

a craft of extreme lightnece which floated on the water
alnost like n bubble. A large contrivance of this sort
could carry & burden of three tonsg in a strean whose dopth
did not exceed ten irches, and ite propulsion by pcles was
a conmparatively easy matter., The two nrincijzl objections
to the bull-boat were the cese with which it was penetrated
or reduced to a leaky condition Ly rubbing along & snag or
rock, and ite helplescnese on & stretch of river wherein
the water wae tco deep for the joles to be used. In a
situation of that sort it was at the mercy of wind and
current. Bull-toats were the gavorite vehicles for dowm-
gtream traneportation of furs.

The meckinaw (often referred to as a barge) was occasionelly
used down stream. On the shallow Platte there was nrobably
used a nodification of the tyore deseribed by Dunburd

"The mackinav was o Tlet-bottomed affair, but instead of
being rectangulsr in shape it wae ellistical, and usually
gbout four times ae iony ac it wue wide. A large boat of
the sort wae 80 or 60 fezt long. From the edge of the
raft-like structure which constituted the bottom of the
mackinaw rose a gunvhale several reet high, co that the
hold of & larze epecimen vas four or five ezt deep. The
oarsmen sut un tenches near the forwzru end of the craft,
and a seat eight or ten feet up in the air, reached by a
ladder, was agrovided for the helmeman in the stern,

From his elevated throne of authority the stecersman kept
watch for trouble schead, manipulated his rucdder and
shouted hie orders to the crew in the bow. The central
gection of the mackinew was used for cargo purposes, and
was separated from the rest of the boat, both fore and
aft, by strong water-tight partitions. The cargo hold

was also elevated a foot or two above the actusl bottom of
the hull, sc that an invasion of water might not damage
whatever goods were ctored there. The freight frequently
rose high above the sides of the boat, and in all weathers
was Jrotected by a huge larpaulin of ckins made after the
fashion in which the covering for a bull-boat was put
together. Four men besides the stecrsman usually consti-
tuted the crew of = mackinaw. They worked from earliest
darm to nightfall, and sometimes moved more than a
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hundred miles a day, though the average speed of a mackinaw
vas four or five miles an hour. A&fter such & Lecat reached
tt. Louie it wac sold as luiber for u few dollars."4

) Sage rcletes his exoeriences while poing down from Ft.
Laramie in 1842 in the following wordss

"The boat wes freighted with some 60 packe (a rack of robee
generally cembracee ten ekins, and weighs chbout 80 sounce)
of robes, and jyrovisions for four weeks. A Large belong-
ing to another company, ulso in rendiness, started with
us, and we all flattered curselves with the hope of a
speedy ant sleasant trip.

"The twou boats numbered a unite? crev of 11 men,--mine
congieting of five, and that 3£ our conedrt counted six.

"Moving clong prettily curing the day--sometimes float-
ing with the current then azuin plying sars,--we reached
the mouth of Horee Cr2ek; and puesing on @« short distunce,
lay to for the uight.

"The cday following we agein pushed off, but, after pHro-
ceeding 10 cr 12 miles, the vater lLecume fo fhullow, we
were comsalled to lay by te wuwnait a further rise, and
struck camp in & small grove .f cottonwood ujon the right
bank of toe Platte, a chort distance z2bove Ecott's Bluff.
Here we remained ab.ut tvy weeks."

tage's jarty cventually were forced to abanion their barges
several hundre: miles bclow Ft. Laramie an’ sroceed sn foot.5

In the 1840's, travclers along the Platte route often noted
the Cescent of fur battezux. Joseph Williams saw "€ flat
bottomel boats coming Jown, loaced with buffalo robes and skins."
Overton Johnson recorded a shijment of fure stranded in low
water at Ft. Laramie in July, 1845, Francie Parkman recorded a
group of 11 boats with btuffalo and beaver skine, rowes by
Mexicans, which ron aground 50 times a dey. A Missouri news-
paper in 1846 steted that eight magkinaw bizts, laden with
buffalo robes, etec., with a company of 36 men, arrivec July 2
at Ft. Leavenworth from Ft. £t. Joln at the junction of the
Laramie an¢ Big Platte, although three boats were abanionel en
route because of low water.

k6



Despite the cxtremc shallownoss and treachery of the shift-
ing channels, thcre has becen reported ono ascent of the North
Platte by stcamboat, in 1853. Edward Hale, in his '"Kansas and
Nebraska'" (page 72), stated that the steamboat E1 Paso ascended
the North Platte above Ft. Laramic in the spring of 1853.
Francis Parkman corroborates this, in his "California and Orogon
Trail" (page 519), by stating that the El Paso stoamer asconded
the Nebraska in the spring of 1853 to tho distance of 400 or
500 miles. This spring of 1353 must have been one of exceptional
high water, although the E1 Paso was noted for its high asconts
of tho Upper Missouri. (The El Paso was 180 foct long, by 28
feet wide, and oporated from 1850 to 1855, whon it was sunk be-
low Booneville, on the Missouri.)

l. Op. cit., po 321
2. Hafon and Ghent, ope. cit., p. 47.

3. Seymour Dunbar: History of Travel in America, Vol. 4, pp.
1143‘4 .

4. Dunbar. OPe cito, PP. 1144-1145.

5. Sage, Op. cit., pp. 139-140. Also see Fremont's report
(1843 ), p. 15.

6. Joseph Williams: Narrative of a pour, p. 36.
Johnson I. Winter: Ruute Across the Rocky Mountains, p. 151.
Francis Parkman: Tne California and Oregon Trail, p. 93.
Pub. Neb. State Histe. SOC., Vol. 20, Pe 159.
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ExRLY VIFITORS TO £COTTE ELUFF

The ajjearance of Ecotte Bluff wce o strikine that it wes an
object for comuient by nearly all whi jassed within view of it.
Unfortunately, moet of the early tranpere were illiterute, or did
not leave journcle or aceounts for the hencfit of histary and
Josterity., Jim Brideer viase illitvrnbe- Kit Cargcen Ci6 not learn
to write until late in life; Jecdediah twith kept journusle, but
they werc destroyed in a £t. Louie fire -- and so the etory goce.
Duc tu these fauctors, our firect deceription of the bluffs is that
of Bonneville, ag written oy Irving (op.cit.).

Many of the aceounts wers couched in cuperlative terms.
Niyre fcll= comnented on the "rrand scenery" of ths bluffe in
1838.7 fagze (1841) cxorecsced hirgelft "it teott's Bluff these
hille erowd themsclves abruotly toverce the Plattc, vhere they
Jresent o must romantic and Licturesque z:cc.nery.2 Craforu
(1842/ wrote of the bluffe as "proeenting the mort romuntic scenery
I ever sowo"? Clyman (1844) vwrote in hie diary, "encamoed in the
micdet of tcotte Bluffs by = honl ¢oring in & romortic and
plcturenoue velley "% Lacmis (1850) wrote that the Llulfs

recented O'buollme view."S

One of the moct enthusiastic vieitore wae the nrtist Fred-
erick Piercy, wh: voyzred, in 1853, tc the Unite’ ttates in order
tc cketch the utstonding scence ul\ng the r-ute »f Mormon emi-
gration to Utah. He referrod te testt's Biuffo as "eertainly the
nost remarkable sight I hed egeen since L left England," His
tketch of the tcott's Biuffs, with smigrants hunting the buffalo
in the foregr:urd, is the first jublished sketch of the bluffe,
and is 2lso the moet .coular one for resrroduction. bxcesticn as
to priority of publication, however, must be made for a crude
smell sketch by Benjomin Ferris.®

A complete roll-call of all the nctable pecdle who journ:zyed
past tcotts Fluff in the early daye (1812-1824) ie, of ccurce,
im>oseible to construct. Hovever, one may glean from varied
Journals, recocrte, biograshiee, and historics the names of the
following men wh: made history in the mountuine (see asjended
biogrunhies):

(The year given refers to the first knomm year of »acgfage through

tcotte Bluff reyion.)

1812-1813 Robert ttuart, Ramsay Crooke, Robert licLellan, Josesh
Miller, Ben Jones, Frcneis Leclerc, ~nd Anire Vallar
-- the returning Actorians. Irving: Astoria, op.cit.
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1824 Thomas Fitzpatrick, who firct tried to navigate the
North Platte. Fitzpatrick made the North Platte
triy agein in 1821, anc¢ thereafter many times.
Hefen ani Ghent, go.cit., Do. 47, 2t sca.

1824 Jamee Clyman. Canp: James Clynan, »». 35-7, et seq.

1824 James Beckwourth. Zonner: The Life und Adventurece of
Jamee P, Beckwourth, >. 60; Dalet The Ashley-
tmith Exsloratione, ). 92; Hafen au? Ghent,
ove.cit., ». iR,

1824 or 1225. Rchert Campbell. Hafen and Ghent, 2p.cit.,
ps 57; Dale, op.cit., p. 92.

1826 Uilliom tublotte. fen and Ghent, gop.cit., . 57.

1826 Jedidiah tmith. Hafen and Ghent, op. cit., >. €3.

1826 William aehley. Dale, gp.git., Do 185.

1826 Etienne Provoet (Provot). Chittenden, gp,git.,
pv 2800

1327 Jotehua Pilcher. Chittendent American Fur Trade of
the Far West, ». 156.

1828 James Bridger. J. C. altert James Eridger, p. 104.

1829 Jose h Meek. Fruncee Victor: River of the VWest,

Do &

183C Davié Jacl:ison. Dale, cp.cit., p. 288.

1831 Zenas Leonar:.. Narrative of Zenas Lecnard, p. 643
Chittenden, gp.cit., p. <09,

1832 Captein Benj. Bonneville, Irving, oo, cit.

1832 John Ball. Autoliograshy of John Ball, ». 6€9.

1832 Nathuniel Wyeth. J:kn Wyceth: Oregor, p. 52.

1833 Louis Vasquez. Cha:. Lar)enteur: Forty Yeares a
Fur Trader, J. 13.

1833 Ceptnin Willirm tuart. Chittenden, gp.cit., ». 300.

1833 Chkarles Larpenteur. Lerjonteur, 2).cit.

1633 Dr. Benj. herrison., Cuittenden, go.cit., p. 200

182< Thomas Nuttsll., J. K. Tovnsernd: Narrative, n. 178.

1834 Osborne Russ:ll. O. Rusesell: Journcl =f a Trapper,
De: 7o

1834 John K. Tormsend. Tovnsend, gp.cit.

1634 Jueon Lee and Daniel Lee. Townsend, 2p.cit.

The appecrance of moet of the early visitors to tcotts
Bluff must nave bteen quite sicturesgue, to julge by the des-
cristions that have come down to ue of the mountain ien.
Bonneville (go,cit., »o. 63-4) descriles them in the following
words:



"You cannot pay a free trapper a greater compliment than
to persuade him you have mistaken him for an Indien brave;
and in truth the counterfeit is complete. His hair, suffered
to ettain to a greet lenpth, is carefully combed :ut, and
either left to fall cuzrelessly over hie shsulders, or plaited
neatly and tied u) in otter skines of parti-colored ribhons.
A hunting-shirt of ruffled calico of bright dyes, or of
ornementad leather, falls to his knee; below which, curiously
fachisned leg:ins, ornamented with strings, fringce, and
a profusion of havks' bells, reach to a costly pair of
moccesins of the finest Indian fabric, richly embroidered
with beade. A blanket of scarlet, or some other bright
color, hangs from his shouluers, and is girt arouna his
waist with a red sash, in vhich he bectows hie pictols,
knife, end the stem of hie Indian »ipe; preparaticns either
for peece or war. His gun is laviehly decorated with brass
tacks and vermillion, and srovided with a fringed cover,
occasionally of buckskin, ornamented here and there with
a feather. His horese, the noble minicster to the pride,
dleasure, and jrofit of the mountaineer, is selected for
his speed and snirit and srancing galt, and holds a place
in his estimcticn secend only *o himself. He shares largely
of his bounty, and of his Lride and jom) of tre:ping. He
is capariconed in ihe most deshing and feontestic etyles
the bridles and crupper are veightily embosced with heads
and cockades; and head, mane ané tail are interwnoven with
abundance of eagles' Hlumes which flutter in the wind, To
complete .thic grotesque cquipment, the Hroud animal is
bestreaked and bLespobied with vermillion, or with white
clay, whichever sresents the most glaring contrast to his
real color." '

tage (gp.cit., J. 18)expands the sicture somewhet in the follow-
ing description:

His dress and aspearance are equally singular. His
skin, from constant exposure, assumes a hue alnost as
aark ag that of the Aborigine, and hie features and physi-
cal structure attain a rough and hurdy cact. His haxr,
through inattention, bec-mes long, coarse, and tuchy,
and loosely dangles upon hig shoulders. His heod is eur-
mounted by 2 low crowned wool-het, or a rude svbstitute of
his own manufacture. His clothes are of buckskin, gaily
fringed at the seame with strings of the same naterial,
cut and made in a fachion peculiar to himeelf and assceietes.
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The deer and Wuffalo furnish him the required covering
for his fect, which he fabricatss at the impulse of
want. Hie waiet ie encircled with a belt of leather,
holding encacsecd hie btutcher-knife and pistole--7hile
from his neck is suspended a bullet--pouch cecur:ly fastened
to the belt in frunt, and beneath the right arm hanees a
powder-horn trancversely from hig shoulder, behird which,
upon the strap attached to it, are affixed hi: wulilzt-
mould, ball-screw, wiper, aul, etec. With ¢ ‘un-stick
made .f some hurd wocd, and a goosd rifle pleced in uis
hands, carrying from 30 to 35 balle to the ound, the
reader will have before bhim a correct likeness of a

genuine mounteineer, when fully equipped.”

Journal of Myra Eells, p. 72, irn Oregon Pioneer aAssn.,
Trans. 1839.

tage, op.cit., ». 61,

Journal »{ Mecorem Crawford, p. 10, in Eources of the
History of Oregron, Vol. 1.

C. L. Camp: James Clynan, p. 82.

Leander V, Loomist A Journal of the Birminghom Emigrating
CO., :). 27.

Jumes Linforth and Frederick Piercy: Route from Liverjpool

to Great Ealt Lake Valley (1855), »». 91-92.
Benjomin G. Ferris: Utah and the Mormone (1854), p. 21.
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THE OREGON TRAIL

The first indication of & great transcontinental trek
through Ecottes Bluff and over the Rocky Mouvntaine to Oregon was
the Nez Perce or Flathecad desutation (1€31), which came to St..
Louis and asked that missionarics be sent to their country.
Although the Catholics paid no heed at this time, *the "Christian
Advocate" gave this request jublicity in 1833, and in 1834 the
Methodists sent out Jason Lee and his nephew, Daniel Lee.+
These men traveled west with Wyeth,

In the following year the Presbyterians sent out the Rev.
Samuel Parker and Dr. Marcus Phitman, who accompanied the
American Fur Comjany trapper, Lucien Fontenelle, over the north
side of the North Platte rcute. In 18%6 the Rev. Henry Epald-
ing, Dr. Marcus Whitman (who had rcturned to the East in the
winter =f 1855), and their wives (the first white women to cross
the Rocky Mountaine), and Rev. William Cray mazde the long trip
westward. They were guided up the Platte north tank rovte by
Thomas Fitzoratrick and Moses Harris. The Rev. Cuching Ezlls!'
party went throuch in 1838. In 1841, liethodist Rev. Jorenh
Williame and Jesuit Father De Smet and his associates (the first
Catholic missionaries to cnter the Northweet, outeide of o
brief visit by De tmet in 1840), journeye¢ alone the Overiand
Trail with the Bicwell-Bartlescn party. Thie woe the first
California-Oregon emigratizn train (with Thonas Fitzoatrick and
Jim Baker as guides) to pacs tcotts Bluff., The next year
Methodist Dr. Elijah White, >n hig way to Oregon,-jassed through
Ohio and picked up yrung Lanstford Hastings, who vas to write
one of the first guides for estern emigrants. Dy this time
the miseioncry picneering in the Oregon country wag well under
way, and secular migration was increasing rapidly.

Secular settlement in Oregon actually began with Jchn Ball,
who accompanied Wyeth, in 1832, to tecome the first permanent
settler in the Oregon country who had come via the Overland
Route. Ball represented the first fruit of the many gcars of
Jropagandizing for Oregon, carried on by Hall Kelley.Y The -
exhortations of Kelley and the glowing repjorts frem the Oregon
missionaries soon attracted an increasing number of settlers,
but there was no migration of any size until the Gireat Migration
of 1243, which was the first to go through all the way to the
Pacific Coast with wagone. BSarlier than this, Bev. Eells' small
sarty of 1838 had .counted in its numbter Crptain John ‘utter, who
later was to become famous in Califcrnia. (James Marshall, the
actual discoverer of California gold, likcwire ‘pasced by £cotts
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Bluff, in 1844). The Bidwell-Bartleson narty of 1841, mentioned
above, had started for California - upon the elogquent
representationg of a trader, Rouhidoux -- but the party divided

ot Ft, Hall, half going ou to California and the remainder strik-
ing on to Orzpon. This s»lit wae caused by the uncertainty re-
garding the trail to Califcrnia, which these 32 bold sionesrs safely
safely reached viz Carson tink and the Stenislaus river, to be

the first Overland party into the state.?

In the meantime, while emigrante were increasing in number
with every ysar (1352-124%), ihe fur businese centinued to de-
cline. As relatec pHreviouely, buffclo robes rejlaced beaver
skineg as the ctajrle of business; trading .osts increased in
number until the rendezvous was abandoned after the 16th cne,
held in 1840; and trapjers and traders turned more and more into
servente of the great emigration through guide and su>oly
service, The cld mountainesr days were coming to an end, and
the majestic heighte of tcotts Bluff soon were to become one of
the most noted landmarke of the entire transcontinental route.
Its »eaceful days were numbered.

teientific exploration now also entered the field., A few
careful chservers, such as Bonneville, Townecend, Parker, and
Wielizenus, had recorded brief notec >n the Overland Route; but
it remained for Lt. John Fremont (the "Pathfinder," but more
oroperly the "Mapmaker") to scientifically observe, map, and
record along the great Overland corridor that passed by Scotts
Bluff. The reconnaissance of 1842 (recorded in Published form
in 1843) gave the emigrants their great emigration "guidebook,"
In rapid succession there appeared sublications by Hastings,
Johnson and Winter, Palmer, Clayton, Bryant, and Ware that
served as Daedeckers for the increuasing throngs of westward-
>ushing jioneers.

Not only were maps and guldebooke produced, but critical
comments on the geology, paleontology, etc., of the country all
along the Overland Route began to appeur. One of the first
comments (1843) on the paleontology of western Nebraska is in-
coerporated in Overton Johmnson's statement:

"In the extreme point of these hills (Scotts Bluff),
near the River, and atout 50 feet above high water, are
found great numbers of semi-petrified Turtles, from one to
two feet across, imbedded in the sand and many of them en-
tirely perfect. There are no animale of this kind now in
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the Platte River, or elsewhere in the country, for several
hundred miles around."€

Parker, Wislizenus, Paliner, and tage wrote frequently of the
geology of the country, as did Stansbury somewhat later., ttans-
bury's report of his reconnaiscance trip to the Rocky lMountains
in 1849 is one of the classics in American geography.7

Along the CGverland Route, or Great Platte Route, as it was
known to the mountaineers, there were a number of outstanding
landmarks which included Courthouse Rock, Chimney Rock, and
Ycotte Bluff, zlong the south side of the North Platte. Chimney
Rock received its name earlier than did the other natural land-
marks, and was perhaps the most noted. This towering natural
monument, visible from Scotts Bluff, lost a considerable portion
of its height sometime between 1341 and 1849, Bidwell, in hie
"First Emigrant Train to California," comments that about 50 feet
fell off Chimney Rock sometime after their passage in 1841.
Stansbury (op.cit., p. 51) quotes Jim Bridger thzt it was reduced
in height "by lightning, or some other sudden catastrophe, as
he found it broken on his return from one of his trips to £t.
Louis, though he had passed it uninjured on his way down."
Albert Dickeon recorded in his journal of 1864 that "We are told
that some years earlier a company of soldiers out on target
practice had gurned'a small cannon upon it, breaking off about
thirty feet."> This story is not improtable, as cannong were
moved along the North Platte by U. E. soldieres in 1845 and
thereafter.

As emigration increased along the Grect Platte route, trad-
ing stations, ferries, and "guideposts" increased in number.
The varied destinations of the emigrante caused a multiplicity
of nemes to be attached to the route which lec from numerous
points along the Missouri river but attained approximate unity
along the Platte river near Ft. Kearny. The route had been
merely "Platte Trail" or "Great Platte Trail" for the trappers.
In the period 1834-1848 it was known as the "Emigrant Road,"
"Road to Oregon," "Oregon Trace," "Oregon ond Califcornia Trail,"
"Great Medicire Road of the Whites," “"White-Topped Wagon Road,"
"Mormon Treil," end "Great Sclt Lake Trail." Later on, events
would introduce the terms "Overland Trail." "Central Route to
the Pacific," "Pony Express Trail," "Overland Moil Route," ete.®

Beginning with the emigration of 1841, which caw sonme 80
people pass along the North Platte corridor of the Oregon Treil,
the numbers increased by leapp and bounds. Although 1842 had

34



only 110 overland emigranis, the Great Euigretion of 1843
counted over 1,000 souls. In 1844 some 1,200 pcssed Ft, Laramie,
and the count exceeded 3,000 in 1845. The year 1846 saw an
emigration of perhaps 1, 700 (the diminutian due, in part, to the
troubles with Mexico), of whom perhaps 300 went to California

-- the largest ncrcentuge yet to rench thot region. This yeap
elso saw the United Etutec obtaining elear title from England
to the Oregon Country, June 17, 1846, These first six yecars of
organized Oregon-California migraticn were the real years of
the Oregon Tratl, ae the great majority of ‘the emigrants .gettled
in Oregon.

Great chenges in travel conditions along. the Platte were
brought about by the large numbers of -emigrant {rains -- mainly
composed of great lumbering wegons, canvas-topped, and drawh by
four to ten yokes of oxen -- that wound along the overland
traces. The buffalo that formerly had infested the Platte re-
gion, between the forks and the Laramie plains, in herds of
thousancs, hac been frightencd away from the emigration routes
end were now divided into twe zreat herds -- one north and the
other south of the Platte river. Not only did the emigration
thus make food for man rather scarce, but the endless flow of
wagon trains in the spring and summer caused a serious shertage
in forage for the draft animals., Yome of the smaller epringe,
such as thet at tcotts Bluff, were uvnable to supply the demand
and many emigrants sickened from drinking alkali water.

The pleasures and privations of these Orcron-California’
emigrants have been recorcded in numerous journals and diariee,
many of which have been published. They paint a picture of
ningled romance and tragedy. Courtehips ripened into marriagee,
and the gay tunes »f "Zip Coony" "buffelo Gals," "0ld Dan Tucker,"
"Lucy Neal," and the other favorites of the Forties were often
fiddled to dancers within the evening circular encampment of
wagons., Hunting, card-pleying, and argumentation providied
recreation for the soberer epirits. Occoei.nally, Indians
(Pavmees, Dakotag, or Cheyennes, usuallyj would swoop dowvm, run
off all the livestock possible, and perhaps leave ceath cnd
grief in the caravan. However, the Indian depredations did not
become excessive until the Sixties. Bad water, quic&sand
fordinges of treacherous rivers, buffalo ctampedee, breskdowns
of wagons or livestock, and thirst and stervetion'all pleyed
grim roles that commenced the zreat unmarked graveyard of the
Overland Route that totaled perhaps 20,000 inmates during the
period 1830-1870,11
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One of the outstanding ovents of the period 1841-1846 was
the march of Colonel Kearny with 250 men, Thomas Fitzpatrick as
guide, from Ft. Leavenworth to South Pass and return in 1846.
This trip, made to reconnoitre the country and intimidate the
Indians, was the first advance of the United Stutes Army into the
Upper Platte country. Scotts Bluff was passed June 12, on the
up t-rip.l2 Lt. Fremont's expedition of 1842 (on which Kit Carson
was one of the guides) was a scientific rather than a military
movement, and the same is true for his later expeditions insofar
as they affected the Platte country. Of morbid interest is the
passage past Scotts Bluff of the Donners. The outstanding
tragedy of the entire early history of the Overland Trail was
the Donner disaster of 1846. These poor souls took a little-
known cut-off to California, became snowbound in the tierra
Nevadas, and had a high mortality from starvation and cannibalism.1®

Among other noted Oregon-California parties -- more fortunate,
however -- were those of Cornelius Gilliam, John Thorp, Elisha
Stephens, and Nathaniel Ford in 1844. These and other parties of
the period were under the guidance of such mountain men as Moses
Harris, Thomas Fitzpatrick, John Gautt, William Sublette, Joseph
Walker, Stephen Meecks, and James Clyman. The roster of emigrants
included such men as Peter Burnett (first governor of California),
James Nesmath (to become a senator from Oregon), Jesse applegate,
John Minto, Joseph Chiles, Joel Palmer, Edwin Bryant, and Williem
Case. The Thcrp party was unique in following the north bank of
the Platte as far as Ft, Laramie. Thie route had scarcely been
used since the emall partics of Oregon missionaries had moved
over it. £oon, however, it was to be the route for thousands of
wagone.

1. Chittenden and Richardsons Life, Letters and Travels of
Father De tmet, pp. 21, 23, 26.

2. Authorities on the early missionary movements are:

1. Rev., Samuel Parker: Journal of an Exploring Tour, 1838.

2, Joseph Williams: Narrative of a Tour, 1843.

3. Journal of Myra Eells, Oregon Pioneer Assn. Trans., 1887.

4, Chittenden & Richardson: Life, Lettere and Travels of
Father De fmet, 190S5.

5. Rev. Myron Eells: Marcus Whitman, 1909.

6. Ezra S. Warren: Memoire of the West - The Spaldinge,
1917. '

7. John M, Cance: Pilgrim and Pioneer, 1930.
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8. Cornelius Brosnaus Jasén Lee, Prophet of the New
Oregon, 1932.

9. C. H. Carey: Lansford W. Hacstings' Emigrants' Guide,
1932,

3. Autobiography of John Ball, compiled by his daughters.
Fred W, Powell: Hall J. Kelley on Oregon.

4, For accoumte of the beginning of emigration, viz Scotts
Bluff, to California and Oregon, eee:
1. W. J. Ghent: The Road to Oregon.
2. C.. L. Camp: Narrative of Cheyenne Dawson.
3. C. C. Royce: John Bidwell.
4, John Bidwell: Journal of a Journey to California.

S. The more important works that served as reference and
guide books for the emigrants are licted below, with
page citation for references to Scotts Bluff:

1. Irving: The Adventures of Captain Bonneville (1837),
pp. 34-5.
2. Parker: Journal of an Exploring Tour (1838), p. 66.
3. Townsend: Narrative of a Journey (1839), pp. 178-
179.
4. Bidwell: Journal of a Journey to California (1842
or 1843) p. 9.
5. Fremont: Report, op.cit., (1843), p. 36, and map.
6. Hostings: The Emigrents Guide to Oregon and Cali-
fornia (1845).
7. Johnson & Winter: Route Across the Rocky Mountains
(1846), pp. 13, 187.
8. Palmer: Journal of Truvels over the Rocky Mountains
(1847), p. 57.
9. Bryant: What I E£sw in California (1848), pp. 104-5,
10. Clayton: Latter-Day Faints' Emigrants' Guide (1848),
p. 11.
11. Ware: The Emigronts' Guide to California (1849),
p. 19.
12. Wislizenus: A Journey to the Rocky Mountains,
appeared only in German (1840) in the early days.

6. Johnson & Winter, OE- g_:_i-_tu’ po 150

7. Howard ttansbury: Exploration and Survey of the Valley of
the Great £ult Lake of Utah (1852), especially pp. 31-52.
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8. Arthur J. D. Cleve: Covered Wagen Days, p. 72.

9. An excellent discussion of the varioue trail ramifications
along the Platte will be found in Archer Butler Hulbert:
The Crovn Collection of American Meps, feries IV, Vol. 1,
The Platte River Routes; Vol. 2, Nourth and routh Platte
Routes (1925), especially Vol. 2, plates 14 end 13, for
fcotts Bluff areca. J. fterling Morton: Illustruted History
of Nebraska (1908), Vol. 2, note on pp. 73-76, gives a
minute locating of the old emigrant roads in Nebraska.
Ledyard, in Utah Hicstorical Quarterly, Vol. 4-C (1931-
1933) discusses the leading western American poste.
Critical comments on fur trading posts are to be found in
Chittenden, gp.cit., especially pp. 457-482. Among the
best maps showing the Platte routes ared

1. G. K. Warren: Memoir, General Map (1857).

2. G. K. Warren: Map of Netracka and Dakota (1867).

3. Ma% of %ilitary Department of the Platte - Nebraska
1872).

4, G. P. Gurrison: Westward Extension (1906) - several
maps.

5. W. J. Ghent: The Road tc Oregon (1929) - opp. p. 8.

6. Hafen and Ghent: Broken Hand (1931) - map.

7. C. 0. Paullin: Atlas of the Hist. Geog. of the U. E.
(1922) - plate 39.

8. E. W. Gilbert: The Exploration of Western America
(1933) - several maps.

10, W. J. Ghent: The Road to Orcgon, pp. 48-96, has the best
discussion of these movements.
G. R. Hebard: The Pathbuckers from River to Ocean, 6th ed.
(1932), containe an excellent series of illustrations
from paintings by W. H. Jackson.

11. Eome of the best accounts of Oregon Trail life are found in:
1. John Bidwell, op.cit.
2. C. L, Camp, op.cit.
3. Joel Palmer, op.cit.
4, Edwin Bryant, op.cit.
5. Maude Rucker: "The Oregon Trail and tcme of Ite
Blazers," which containe Jesse Applegate's classic,

"4 Day With the Cow Column."

12. Report of Col. Kearny, £enate Document 1, 29th Congress,
1st tession, 1846.
P. tt. G. Cooke: tcenes and Adventures in the Army, pp.
328-329.
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13. McClashan: History of the Donner Party.



THE MORMON HEGIRA

As a result of manifold persecutions east of the Missouri
river, most of the American Mormons began a great western trek in
1846. The Mormons encamped for the winter on the Missouri at
Kanesville (Council Bluffs) and Winter Quarters (Omahe). It is
believed that Brigham Young, in 1846, sent out a small party
guided by Wiggins and Beckwourth, to examine the talt Lake region.
In the spring of 1847 a well-organized pioneer party of 144 people
went through to the future site of Salt Lake City via the old
trappers' route along the north bank of the Platte. The mileage
wae carefully recorded, notes were kept of the entire route, and
mile stakes were inetalled Although this and the future Mormon
migrations kept on the north bank, there were many comments made
in journales and diaries of landmarks visible along the southern
bank, especially Courthouse Rock, Chimnsy Rock, and tcotts Bluff,l.
which was paseed (472 miles from Winter Quarters) on May 27.

The Mormone quickly became established at talt Lake City,
got out a guidebook (to replace Mitchell'c map of 1846, which
Brigham Young had ordered in numbers), established ferriec, and
set up the first mail connection between the Rocky Mountains and
the East., Advertisementes in Europe and America produced an
enormous emigration that pecsed over the Platte route with very
little trouble or comment. The one outstanding tragedy wae that
of the Handcart Migration of the fall of 1856. These carts,
drawn by hand, afforded cheap transportation for nearly 3,000
people (1856-60) who hauled 662 of them all the way from the
Missouri to Utah. However, the last company to start out for the
mountaing in 1856 ran chort of provieions on the Upper Platte and
nearly four score died of starvation and exposure.?

The vicinity of Scotts Bluff hae a monument to the pioneer
bravery of the Mormon migrations in the marked grave of Rebecca
Winters (13 miles east of Scotte Bluff, by the Burlington &
Missouri tracke), who died there in August of 1852. Thie event
has given rice to the naming of ceveral featureg in thies region:
Winter Creek Precinct, Winter tprings, and Winter Canal.

—— e

l. W. Cleyton: Journal, 1921.
Major Howard Egen's Diary, 1917, pp. 50-51.
Private Journal of Oreon Pratt (L.-D & Millennial Star),
1849, p. 98.
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2. W. 4. Linn: The ttory of the Mormons (1902), pp. 362-394,
410-427.
Neff: The Mcrmon Migration to Utah, 1820-47 (1918).
L. R. Hufon: "Hondeart Migration" in irans-Miseiseippi
Weet, pp. 103-121.
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THE GOLD-RUSH PERIOD

In 1848 Marshzll discovered gold in California, and by
the spring of 18490 thousands from all over the world were
hurrying to this newest and greatest of Eldorados. The Ameri-
cen migration favored the old Oregon-California route, as it
was shorter, cheaper, and took less time, normally, than did
sailings via the Isthmus of Panama. The scenes of the Oregon
emnigration were repeated on a vast scale, with almost cndless
trains of "Forty-niners" departing from many posts along the
Missouri, chiefly from Independence-Westport, Kansas City,

Ft. Leavenworth, St. Joseph, Nebraska City, and Council Bluffs-
Winter Quarters.

Most of these routes united near Ft. Ke:rny, the sitc of
which had been selected by Andrew Sublette in 1847. This post,
soon to become onc of the most famous in the West, was founded
in 1848 to protect the Platte routes. During the summer of
1849 it was_commanded by our friend Captuin (now Lt.-Col.)
Bonneville.l Onward from Ft. Kearny thc whitc-topped wagons
(prairic schooners, or covered wugons) of the Forty-niners
crawled like giguntic ants along both murgins of the Platte,
not finally uniting on one rozd until Ft. Larimie. Ft. Laramie,
founded by Robert Campbcll in 1834 as Ft. William (for William
Sublette), was taken over for the American Fur Company by Fitz-
patrick in 1835 and renamed Ft. Jochn (after John Sarpy), 2nd
then rcmoved somewhat liter (1846) to the present site, where
adobe-walled Ft. Lar.mic (for Jaccues Laranie, a French trader
killed on this river by Indians about 1820) wus crected. Here
the fur-traders remained supremc until the fort wus purchused
for the United States Army in 1849.2 In the rcgion between the
North and South Platte therc wcre o number of zlternutive routes
that varied in difficulty of river fords, stecp descents, and
water supply. All of these routes, however, were united south
of thc North Platte by the time Chimncy Rock was attuined. There-
fore, the bulk of gold-rush emigrution puzsscd by Scotts Bluff.

The position of Scotts Bluff blocking the route along the
river maergin forced the trail southwzurd, awsy from the river
for some thirty miles, and through the Scotts Bluffs by & nar-
row pass thut went by scveral nomes: Scotts Bluff Pass, Roubi-
doux Pass (not to be confused with thc puss by thut nume a few
milcs to the south), :nd finelly Mitchell Puss. The exact
route of this troil, in modern terms, would bz skirting the city
of Gering on thec southwest corner, up the long slope (now badly
dissected) to the spring at the base of Scotts Bluff, on by the
National Monument headcuarters building, and over
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Mitchell Pass. As a result of the movement through this
locality, an entcrprising Frznelmoen set up here -- o few rode
avay frcm the spring -- the first EBurupean post in th: immedicte
area.

The accounte left by travelers of thie Frenchmen agree only
that he was a blackemith, trader, and squawman. This Frenchman,
Besil R:ubidou (variations include Roubidoux, Rubedo, Eobidoux,
Rubicere, Rouberdeau, and even Thibbadoux), was evidently not a
member of the great £t. Louis family of fur traders, as he is
always mentioneqd in menial p-ipitione. Our first acerunt of
Roubidou ie in Parkman's mention (gop,2it., p. 160) of a black-
smith by that name at Ft. Laramie in 1846, A number of forty-
niners mentiorn the ceteblishment of Roublidou at Scotts Bluff ws
early ac May of 1849. #illiur <{elly (gp.cit., pp. 112-113)
states that "close under cne of thore fantastic cliff: we found
a rustic log-hut, the country rseidence of a Mr, Roubcrdeau, of
tt. Louis, a blacksmith by trude, who, forecceing an cctive
business from thc overland emicration, :cottled himeelf in this
sequeetered nok . . o taking unto hii:self a £i- ux spruee."

On June 10, 1849, Joseph Heckney vrote in Lie journal that
near a spring of cold water "there is a trading pret . . o a
man keeps it who has lived here for 15 (sic) years he hae an
Indian wife and 2 children he hae u blacksmith sghop and tin
shop." This Roubidou had clready crunted 1,090 wagons past his
place that spring.5 John Browa, in hie mcmoirs of 1849, cleers
up the matter of 1Y ycoare residence in this fashion: "By the
spring at Ecotts Bluff, there is a store and blackemith's shop,
kept by Rubedue, a tracder vwh» has resided amzng the fioux
Indians for 13 ycare. Gruss ie very good and water excellent."4
Mejor Crosg, in hie journal of 1849, adds empharis to description
by remcrking, "Hdere was a blacksmith's chup and trading-h:uee,
built in the true log-cabin style."S

One of the\most detailed accounts is that of ttansbury
(opscit., p. 52). His account, for July 9, 1849, runa:

"Three miles from the Chimney Rock, the road gracdually
leaves the river for the surpcee of pascing behind Ecotts
Bluff, a point where a spur from the main ridge comee £o
closc to the river «s to leave no room for the passuge of
teams. There was no woter between these two pointe, a
distance of mere than twenty iiles, and we were conse-
guently cbliged to go on until nine o'clock, when we ¢n~
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camped at the bluff, on o small run near a delicious epring
« « « « There ig a temporary blacksmith's ehop here, estab-
liched for the benefit of the emigrante, but especially for
that of the owner, who lives in an Indian 1ladge, and had
erected alog chanty by the roadeside, in one end of which
was the blackemith's forge, and in the »ther a grog-ehop
end sort of grocery. The sgtock of this cstablishment con-
eisted principally of such articles as the owmer had pur-
chased frorm the emifrante at a great sacrifice «und e3ld to
others at ue great = drofit. among other things, an ex-
cellent double wegon wae O inted sut te me, which he had
ourchaged for seventy-five cents. The blackemith's shop
was an equally profiteble concernjy as, when the smith wae
indisposed to work himeelf, he rented the use of shoo and
tools for the modest price of soventy-five cente an h.ur,
and it wee not until after walting for several houre, that
I cculd get the privilege of choeing two of the horses,
even at that price, the forge having been in constant uce
by the eaigrante."

Dr. T:mpkins, who journcyed suet tcotte Bluff in 1850,

commented in hie diary: "The emi rant road puecor to the left
of Ycott's Bluffe, . . At the west end of this valley livers a

blackemith by the nome of Thibbediux who har 3 squawe,"6

James Bernett, an>ther emigrant in 1850, helps cleur up o
problem in hies Jsurnal remarks., He statest

"June, faturday 22nd - Today at 9 o'clock we arrived at
fcott's Bluffs. The road leaves the river at this point
by a circuitous roude for 30 miles. We met an Indian
trader here who nointed -sut to us an excellent epring, 7
or 8 miles ahead. He ule» stated that there wae a reg-
ularly c¢stabliched trading post 3 miles to our left, vhere
we could sec a herd of cattle grazing. Having reached the
spring in the afternoon, we found herv an encampment of near
& 100 ticux Indians. The village contoined 13 lodges and
a row of rudely constructed huts., Removed from these, per-
hape 300 yarde, were 2 Frenchmen with their Indian wife and
children. . . . We procurecd u good supply of wood and
cleur and cocl water here and encamoed 3 miles further in
the bluffs. "7

Bennett's reference to "a regularly established tr.ding
post 3 miles to our left" ic undsubtedly the .ne prajected in



1849 to which Stansbury (gp.cit., p. 273) refers: "Robideau hag
a trading post and blackemith's shop here (Scott'e Bluff), but
the sost is to be removed to au creek south, and over the blufrs,"
That this was an American Fur Company nost ic evident from a
Misesuri newspaper story of isugust 1, 1849, "The American Fur Co.,
having s51d Laramie, intend t5 erect a trading post at Scott'e
bluffe, come 40 miles below;"8 and another news item, of
February 10, 1851, "Pawmees recently dropped down on traders and
Sioux at cott'= Bluffe and escaped with a large band of horses,"
(op.cit., p. 231). Our assumption is strengthened by o comment
in Lowe's "Five Yeare A Dragoon" (p. 70), who, in 1851, suys,
"Having croesed toc the cast side of Fcott's Bluffe, about 50
niles east of Laramie, we turned south and camped near a trading
post belonging to Major Drippys, who wae or had been an Indian
agent."

Apparently, the american Fur Company, aft.r selling sut
Ft. Larcmie to the government, obtained or took Roubidou's trad-
ing equity and set up a post in what is now known ae Ruoubedeau
Pass at the head of Cedar Valley. Vestiges are quite evident
there, even at the present time., The blacksmith, R-ubidou,
probably continued to carry un trzde with the emigrants —-- |
which would explain later refcrences to the fcotte Bluff eite as
a trading osost of Roubidou. Crawford, in 1851, does thie very
thing: "We reoched the Bluffe at 9 o'clock at night; fiund
water and wood; pitch nine and rec cedar both gruow here. Here
we found a trading »>oet belonging to Rubedo, a Frenchman,"®

Dr. Thomae Flint, in 1853, has a more circumst:ntial
account: "Came to a trading post and tlackemith ehop run by a
French Canadian living sith ti-ux wife or wivese. The place is
a little woy below fcott'e Bluff. His prices, $6 for shoeing an
ox, $1 per pair (one foot) for shoes and and 4¢ a)iece for naile.
As late as 1860 we have Burton mentioning Roubidou, "We passed a
ranch called "Robidoux" Fort from the well-known Indian trader
of that name; it is now occupied by a Canuaian or a French
Creole . . . with a Si.ux squaw. vl

The daily life of a gold-ruch caravin wae frr more intense
and hilarious than had ever been true of the oreceding emigratizne.
Untold wealth aweited all in California -- so what mattcered the
daily toil with plodding oxen, the broken wheels and w.xles to be
repaired, livestock to be protected from thievich Indians by
veary night watches, the nightly chore of setting up the circular
compound of echelon wagone, guthering the scanty fuel >f drift-
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wood or Luffalc chips, or cvven the malignant cholera. Dull
care wac baniched by the singing anc pleying of the countless
refrains and sarodies that sorang u) overnight with the gold-~
rush of 'forty-nine.' The late forties were dominated@ by the
Negro minstrels, and the works of Foster, Power, Chricstie, et
al., were sfung universally. "Oh! Susanna" was one of the
favoritee, with "California" substituted for "Alabuma" ae .the
place of destination. Equally favored were "Dearest Mae," by
Jamee Power, and the anonymcus "Mary Blane." Dozens of other
light oieces, such ae "Crossing the Plains," "Seeing the
Elephant," "tweet Betsey from Pike," "The Happy Miner," and "I
Get in a Weaving Way" helped enliven the cvenings. £o went the
days and nighte of the adventurous Forty-niners.l?

The gold-rush to California had not yet abated when strikes
of precious netals were made in Nevada and Colorado, then
(1858-9) parte, respectively, of Kansas and Utah, These
discoveries develced the slogang, "Ho! for Washoe," and "Pike's
Peak, or bust." £oon after there came reports of geld in
Montana, Idaho, and elsewhere in the Rocky Mountain region. The
result was a ramification of the old Overland Trail, and a
dissemination of prospectore over all of the Waet. These move-
ments conditioned the next two great series of evente affecting
the Scotts Bluff area: the develojment of rapid trans-continental
communication; and the Indian wars of 1862-77.

1. "The History of Ft. Kearny" in Pub. Neb. ttate Hiet. toc.,

2. Hafen end Ghent, gp.cit., »p. 112-114,
3. Elizabeth Page: Wagons West (1930), n. 143.

4. Menoirs of a Forty-niner, by his daughtef, Mrs. Kate E.
Blood (1907), ». 12.

5. Major O, Cross: 4 report, in the form of a journal, House
Document 1, 3lst Congress, 2nd tession, (1850), p. 156.

6. 0. C. Coy: The Great Trek (1931) pp. 136-7.

7. Edwerd Elberstadt: Overland Journey to California (1906),
p. 20.

8. Pub, Neb, ttate Hist. toc., Vol. 20, p. 208.
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9.

10.

11.
12.

Crawford: Journel of a Trin, in Ore., Hiit. Quart., Vol.
25’ 49. 1450 =

Diary of Dr. Thoma: Flint, in ann. Pub, fiiet. Soc. £. Cal.,
1923, p. 32.

R. F. Burtcnt The City of the taiute (1862), p. 75.

A. B. Hulvert'e ' forty-ninere" (1931) contairs the most
goirited account yel sublirked of the 1ife &en route to
the "¢ipginge." 1n cxesllont cortemperancous account
ie thut of A, Pelenot Lifc o tie Plaine and Anong the
Di;gings (1857), Lasgd on o tris cerose in 1849,
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TRARE-COUTINENT.L COMIIUNICATION

The repid growth of >opulution alony the Yacific Coeatt,
especially in central California, led to insistent demunde for
more frequent and speeuier cormunicrtion with the evetern stetce.
The 1847 Post Route act had¢ authorizmed stamns, and an oceanic mail
service to the Pacific Coact hau becn establiched, but the service
wag very slow. In the eane vear the Mormone initiutod a muil
cervice over the Piatte route between talt Loke City und Winter
GQuartere. This rail wue carried privately Ly the Mormones for three
yeart, Finzll;, in July of 1350 the {iret weil contract for month-
ly ecrvice each vigy belwzen the “issouri river und talt Leke City
vas awarded to famuel Wwoodeson, of Independence. Hie route {ol-
lowed the YUregon Troil, pact Ecotte Bluff, ~nd war mace by one
team going the entire distance, about a month's trip. Woodson
held thie contract from 1850 to 1854, The Californiane were not
succeseful in getting a through mail until May of 1851. Frem
1854 to 1856 W, ki. F. Magraw held a monthly contract for mail
gervice, in four-horee coaches, hetucen Independence enc talt
Lake City.

In 1856, Hiram Kimbcll, o Lormon of Utuh, obtrined the con-
troet for monthly serviee with teyonc or carriagze. In the spring
of 1857 the lloruons initizted . few rude statione along the mail
route, but the contruct wae cunceled in the summer of 1857
beczusc of snti-ilyrmon feeling criring out of the Mountain biea-
dows Marsacre. The resulting "Utalk" aor "Hormon War" cut off mail
gervice until the close of 1858. While :overnment treops, under
slbert vicney Johneton, werc in Uteh, grest quantities of supplies
were heuled ~ut from kisrouri on conbtrict. The freishting firm
of Ruscrell, hMajors and Waddell got most »f the controcte and de-
veloped o huge businese, using thrusands of yokes of >xen and
hunareds of wag one and lrovers., Noarly &li of thie freighting
went up the Nurth.Platte, by Scotte Biufi,

Meil rervice to falt Laoke City uver the Oregon Trail was
resumed in the winter and eoring of 1858, by ¢. B. diles, who
carried the maile by pack mulcs in the winter. The firu of
Hockaday and ~iggutt held - weekly eervice (in four-mule wagong,
making the tri) in 22 d-ys) contract Letween Independence and
talt Lake City, but sold the contract, in May, 1359, to Jones,
Ruseell & Company. Al that date the mail cervice between Indeper
dence and Plccerville, Celifarnia, woe chanped tz o semi-monthly

aeis. By 1860 the Ruesell, Mujire, Woddell, et al., intersste
(incorporated ae the Central Overlund Calif:zrnia and Pike's Peal
Express Co.) hué scquired the mail contracts for the entire



stretch between the Wigsouri and the Pacifie. tteck and
suppliecs were installed along the Platte route and many statione
thus came into being.

The line of staticne was cespecially well-orgsnized becauce
Ruseell (probably at the suggesticn of tenator Gwin of Californie
and Generdl tuperintendent of Freighting Ficklin) had concented
to experiment with a rapid transport of first-class mail matter
by the so-called Pony Exprecss. The Pony Express began April 3,
1860, over a well-equipped route via tt. Joseph, Ft. Kearny, Old
Julesburg, tcotts Bluff, Ft. Laramie, etc. ttationc werz about
15 miles apart, usually built of sod or adsbe, with two men to
each stotion. Half-breed Californic mustangs were used, about
75 for the complete run, requiring approximately 103 days be-
tween tt. Joseph and Califcrnia. Each rider made from 75-100
miles, doing hie round-trip twice a week for $50 to $150 a
month, depending upon the dungers and difficulties of his sector.
The mall was carried in four packe or cantinas sewed to a
leather skirt or mochila (macheir) which was slung over the
saddle., Maximum weight of each load was 20 pounds. The churges
at first were $5 a half ounce, plus regular 10¢ government
postage, but thie was ultimately reduced to $1.

The stations in the fcottes Bluff rcgion were at Mcirdle's
ranch at Mud tprings (near modern timla), the Chimney Rock
ttation 10 miles west of Bridgeport, Beottes Bluff St:xtion five
nileg east of the bluff, and Lower Horce Creek Etation. The
Scotts Bluff Station was 20' x 50', and had sod walle thirty
inches thick. It ultimately become the Mark Coad ranch house
in 1871. Very few records have been precserved of the brief
Pony Express history in the fcotte Bluff area. It ie known
that Jim Moore first started to ride 1)ony Express out of Mud
Springs, and this station eventually became his ranch. It is
also on record that Chorles Cliff had a migaculous escape after
a fight with some Indiuns at Fcotts Bluff.

The FPony Express continued to function until the completion
of the Pacific Telegraph in October of 1861. During the 19 months
of its existance there were employed o total of perhaps 200
riders. The cnly one to win lasting fame was "Buffalo Bill"

Cody. Though a finencial fuilure, the Pony Express had demon-
strated succesefully the need and feasibility of rapid communi-
cation acrose the continent.
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The telegranh line that terminated the life of the Pony
Express was constructed by Edward Creighton, who in 1860 had gone
over the nronnsed routes on horseback and had selected the old
Oregon Trzil. The active construction, under the direction of
Creighton, took only a few wmonths, and the eastern wire was in
Salt liake City on the 24th of October, 1861, two days before the
Pacific wire was completed. The whole line, from the Migscouri to
the Pacific, wae known for = time as the Pacific Telegraph
Company, under the superintendency of Creighton. Trouble was hu.d
oceasionally from the Indiane, who yanked down the wires and
destroyed the polec. although stations were few in the early
days, the Scotts Bluff area had one in Ft. Mitchell (at the
western base of Ecotts Bluff) after its constructicn ab ut 1863, 4

Despite the ccmpletion of the telegrash line there was still
need for stage and mail service overland between Missouri and
California. The Butterfield Overland Mail Company, that formerly
had run over the southwestern route, was awarded the contract in
1861, anc moved to the centrzl riute becsuse of the imminent
Civil War. Russell, Majore and Waddell, however, sub-contracted
the Missouri-Utah service. Beginning July 1, 1861, a daily mail
covered the Overland Route between Yt. Joseoh and tan Francisco.
Thie daily mail coach only ran past tcotts Bluff for a year, as
Benj. Holladay purchased the C.0.C. & P.P. Express Company in
March of 1862, and transferred route and equipment (in July of
1862) from the North Platte to the Cherokee Trail (South Platte,
Lodgepole Creek, Cheyenne) on account of Indian troubles to the
north. Holladay's Overland Mail and Express Company, which
operated the famous "Overland £tage," never ran o single one of
their Concord stages over the North Platte route. Therefore,
Scotts Bluff must forego all the melodrama and fame connected
with the drivers, passengeres, and holdups of this famoues
western institutions Inctesad were substituted the Indians
troubles of 1862-8.

The Overland ftnge had a brief life of only =ix years, as
the westward advancing Union Pacific soon ran the stage out of
business. After the many arguments and surveys of the Fifties
came the Civil War, which decided the route in favor of the
northern choice. Thig route (favored by Lincoln, Eherman,
Dodge, and others) ran from Omaha westward along the Platt
route and over the Rocky Mountains into the valley of the Great
Balt Lake. General Dodge, in sugust of 1865, reconnoitred the
Upper Platte country on horseback, and »m this trip located the
Cheyenns Pass that predicated the Lodgepole Creek, rather than
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North Platte, route. Thue Ycotts Bluff was again excluded
from the favored line of communication. The only recognition
obtzined by Scotts Bluff was a sketch, dravn on the 27th of
August by General Dodge, of the defile through Mitchell Pase.6

Once under way, the Union Pacific was laid at a record-
breaking rate, being opposite Ft. Kearny in 1866, to Julesburg
in the spring of 1867, to Cheyenne in the fall of 1867, and
completed to a juncture with the Central Pacific on May 10, 1869.
Then was ended the romantic period of uncertainties, fatalities,
and tedious delays; the modern age had arrived with the "iron
horse." Yet Fcotts Bluff was under the shadow of Indian war-
fare, :

1. Accounts of the Mormon War and the early freighting busi-
nces will be feund in:
1. Letters of Captn. Jesse A. Gore, The Utah Expeditjon

(1928).

2. T. ¥, Kenderdine: » California Tram»> (1888), esp.
2d. 64-66.

3. Col. W. F.Cody: in autcbiography of buffalo Bill
(1920).

4. hlexander Mejors: teventy Years on the Frontier (1893).

2. Most of the information availatle on the Pony Express in the
Scotts Bluff ares is in:
1. Neb. ftate Hist. Soc. Collections, Vol. 17.
2. Root and Connallcy: The Overlanu ttage of California
(1901), p. 131.
3. Grant thumway: "First fettlements of the tcotts
Bluff Country," in Neb. ttate Hist. toc. Pub., Vol.
19 (1919), pp. l03-108,

3. The chief histories of the Pony Exprese ares

l.(Root)and Connelley: The Overland Stage to Californis
1901),

2. W, L. Visscher: A Thrilling and Truthful History of
the Pony Exoress (1908).

5. Glenn Bradlcy: The ftory of the Pony Exsress (191Z2).

4. L. R. Hafen: The Overland Mail (1926).

5. Arthur Chanman: The Pony Exoress (123%).

51



4, The scenty history of the telegruph in the fcotts Bluff area
may be rsed int _ _
1, Jomes Reid: The Telegravh in imerice (188€), p. 493.
2. Hebard & Brininstool: The Bozeman Treil (19222), Vol.
1, p. 78.
3. Morton: History of Nebragke (1807), Vol. 1, op.
08-99.

5. Leading references on the Overiona Muil and tlege ure:
l.(Root)& Connelly: The Overlend ttege to California
1901).

2. Le Roy Balen: The Overland ieil 1649-1869.(1926;.

3. W, Bonning & G. Banning: tix Horscs (1929).

4. R. F, Burten: The City of the Suinte (18G2), gives
the beet account of stage truvel over the Platte route
in 1860, ecpecially pp. 70-79. The stage stations
then were ut Lodge Pole, 25 miles to Mud “prings, 25
milzs to Chnimney Rock, 24 milee to Ycotts Bluff, and
16 miles to Horse Creek.

6. J. R. Perkings: Iraile, Raile nnd War (1929); sketch, "The
Gorge, Scottc Bluff, line of U. P.," oppositc n. 144,
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LAST STAND OF THE INDIANS

Tihen the white trapper and trader (Frenchian, Englishnan,
and Spaniard) first invaded his lands, the Indiuan of the Gron
Plains wis contemptuousg of their insignificant nuvibers. These
white nen vere toc few t) becors prwerful encries, they brought
desirable trade goods (including "firewater"), ard thcre vas
cnough of Hature's bounty for all, enywuy. Tn tine the traders
intermarricd with the Indinn tribes and coalitions arasc. These
Ipprsing coubinati ms ften resulted ir a fow triders and trapcrs
losing their lives, ur :t best their livestock und sup;lies, but
the total 1luss of life and .ruperty ot Indian hands wes quitc
snall throughut the periad 1000-1740.

Only with thce coning f the Oregor-California coigrants did
the Indians begin to reclize the power and futurc f the con-
quering whites. The buffnlio becune o iittle leass muerous, and
virisus cplderdic disenszes begun to U ke an inerensirg toll of the
aborigines. It was not, however, until the throngs of the Cali-
fornio erigration, 1349-5J9, usaca ccerass the plainsg, slaughter-
ing countless buffalo, stripirng the foraze 2iomg the rigration
routes, and filtering -ut into the Indion country, that the Red
lian began to take positive aetim. 2y that tive the Prwnecs had
relinquished all rizhts (183%) to lands couth of the Platte and
east of the Forks. North an? west of that line verc the rest-
less onc sowerful Teton Dakota, with thelir allies, the Cheyenne
end Aranaho.

The United States CGovernient hud placed these Indians, in
1846, in the Upper Plattc and Arkunsas Agency, under the ablc
old nountaincer, Thonas Fitzpatrick. Luring his period in office
until his deaih in 1851, there was eooparctively little trouble
with these Indians. In faet, in 1451 there vas cnzincered,
thrugh Fitzpatrick, Father De 5v.et, Jin Iridger, Robert Corp-
bell, D. D, Ifitchell, and sar¢ others, the greatest Indian
peace council ever held in the Plaeins. In Septerber of 151
between 5,000 and 12,000 Dakotu, Cheyenne, Arapaho, Crow, Snckes,
Rees, Assiniboines, and Gros Ventrcs assempled at Ft. Laranie,
then moved down to camping grounds =t the mouth of Borse Creck,
a few niles from Scotts 3luff. The lrupcin, Cheyenne, and
Dakota ceiiped along the north bank of the Platte; the Arerican
Comrzissioners ocrupied the poninsula between the strew s; and
the troops and visiting tribes =ncumped around the treaty ground
south »f Horse Creek. Duc in part to the presence of De Smet
and Fitzpatrick (the two most trusted white rien on the Grect
Plaingz), the Treaty Council went srosothly and the Indians
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promised peacce and frec nasscge of emigrants; tirough their lands
in return for arnunl allowances. This treaty was evidently entercd
int> in good faith by all.l

In August of 1€54 an unfortuncte misunderstanding over an
enigront's cow led to the slaughter of Lt. Gr:atten and 20 nen at
a spot cbout eight riles below Ft. Laraivic. This massacre was
dreadfully revenged the next year by the decination uf a Drule
band on the Blue Water Creek, < fow miles north of Ash Hollow, in
Septenber of 1655 by forces under General Harney. Thereafter the
Indiang were rore wary, but their hatred increased steadily.
Sclern treaties and pronises of the governnent to the Indians
were repudiated, invalidated, forgotten, or calrly broken by
crooked agents, scheming politicians, and egotistical whites who
held that an Indian hud no inherent rights.

In 1661 the Arzpoahl and Upper drkongaes Cheyenne were re-
quested (or forced) to cede their lands in Relraska south of the
North Platte. This opened wide the roals west, but put fear in-
to the hearts of the Indians, wh> wondered when the Grest Fother
in Washington would ceasce to tuke their lunds away. Already the
tuffalo was perceptibiy reduced ir nunbers, and starvati.n often
stared the Plains Indians in the fuoce. The Civil War auong the
whites gave the Indians their chance, and the Sioux broke out in
Minnesote and Dakota. The novenent spread and goun erbreced all
of the nortnern Plnins irdions. In the fall of 1663 there was
keld in Horsc Creek Valloy, nout for frou Scotts Zluff, the
greatest viar council in the history of Plains Indian tribes.
During the following years, 1063-1C65, the Dak:.tus, Cheyenne,
and Arapahe terrorized the entire Kansas, Nebrisks, Dakota
country, the DBrule and Ogullals bands of the North Platte country
doing the nost damage.

At the end of the Civil War the srmy was cent in some force
to the Indian frontier, and a council was calied for Ft. Laranmie
in June, 1366. Red Cloud f{an Ogallala, born on the North Flatte)
and some others bolted the eonference, which was leading toward
a cession »f road rights (The Iszeman Trail) through the Dakotas'
western hunting grounds. So capably did Red Cloud (one of the
greatest varriors in American Indion bkiostory) wage bottle that in
April, 1463, the Ft. Laramie treaty resulted irn completc victory
for the Dakotas. After this year Red Cloud never fought agein
agoinst the Americans. During the period July, 1t71 - August,
1373, Red Cloud and his followers had an agency <ppnsite the
rnouth of Horse Creek, abd ut ome mile west >f wodern Henry, Nebrasko.



In September, 1872, there were lodged here (at what became known
23 the 0ld Red Cloud igency) 6,320 Tetons, mainly Ogallala and
Upper Brule; 1,515 Cheyenne; and 1,342 Arapsho. Wher the sgency
was moved north in 187Z%, the Scotts Bluff arca saw the last of
her Indian children.

The further story of the Indian in the northern Great
Plains simmers down to two cvents. Rumors of gold in the Black
Hills (known for a geperation to Dec Smet and certain other
ethical white men) led the governmcnt to send Custer to re-
connoitres them in 1874, and Lt. R. I. Dodge and Prof. Jenncy to
survey them in 1875. The assurcnce of great riches led many
Anerican prospectors to invade the Block Hills, despite Aruy and
Indian prohibitions. The final upshot of the matter was that
several American forces were sent into the field. Thesc forces
were out-mancuvered severclly by Crazy Horse, Gall, Sititing Bull,
and Black Moon, and Gen, Custer's forces wore wiped out at the
Little Big Horn in June, 1876. The Indiung, lacking munitions
and food, could not resist for wunry length of time, and they
soon capitulated. By treaty of October, 1876, the Dakotos
became reservation Indians, snd the Black Hills were thrown
open. Years later, in 1890, the Ghost Dance, or Messiah War,
involved a few misguided Indians in the Dakotag. That cended
the last of Indian influence upon the history of this region.®

The chief c¢ffect the Indinn wars (1862-76) had upon the
Scotts Bluff arca, outsicde of the Indian rcmovcl frorm the Agency
to a distant reservation, was the crcation of Ft. Mitchell as
an adjunct of Ft. lararie. In 1883 or 1864 Captain Shuman of
the 1lith Ohio Cavalry built Camp Shumun, three miles west of
Scotts Bluff gap (Mitchcll Pass), in the NE corner of SW 3
Sectior 20, Township 2& N, Renge £5 W. It name was changed to
Ft. Mitchell, ir honor of Genernl Kobert B. iitchell, then
cormander of the district. Mrs. Carrington, going up the Boze-
non Trail with her husband, Colonel Carrington, comnmented in
1866 on its situation at the very foot of Scotts Bluffs.%
Whether or not Ft. Mitchell could cloim to have been on the
Bozeman trail is controversial. Hebard and Brininstool (op.cit.,
II, p. 114) cite Col., Carringtor to the effcct that the Bozeman
Trail began at Ft. Scdgewick and led north through #t. Kitchell,
Ft. Laramie, ete.

1. Sec
l. Hefer and Ghent: Broken Hend, pp. 191-245.
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<.
3.

Lowe: Five Yecrs a Dragoon, pp, 77-92.
Senate Document 1, Pt. 3, 32nd Congress, lst Session
(1851), p. 225.

2. The Indian history, 1650-1890, is discussed in:

l.

2.

Z

“e

4,
5.

6.
7.
8.
B

10.
11.

Morton: History >f Nebraska (19C6), Vol. 2, pp.
139-262.

Doune Robinson: A Comprehensive History of the
Dakotas (1804).

Articles on Fight at .sh Hollow, ir Neb. Stote Hist.
Soc. Coll., Vul. 16 (1911).

Indian Cessions, in B.A.E., 18tk Annual Report.

E. S. Curtis: The North Amecricon Indian, Vols. 3, 6,
19 (1907-1930).

A. H, Abel: Indian Consolidati.n Wesi of the
Mississippi, in Amer. Hist. Assn. irm. Report (1906).

A. Watkins: Red Cloud igenay, in Neb., State Hist.
Soc. Pub., Vol. 19, pp. 108-109 (1919).

E. A, Brininstool: Fighting Red Cloud's Warriors
(19286). :

"Chief Crazy Horse," in Neb. History Magoazine, Vol.
12, No. 1 (1929).

C. E. De Land: The Sioux Wars (19320), pp. 32-38.

Al?an H§opes: Indian Affairs and Theif Adninistration
1932).

3. Frances Carrington: Uy irmy Life (1910), pp. 41-43.
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THE BLACK HILLS GOLD RUSH

As related abouve, the Bluck Hills were thrown open to
prospectors in the fall »f 1876 (the Army had discontinued its
prohibition in the sumner of 1875). Like the rush of the Fifty-
niners, the Black Hills rush fslloved a finuncial ponic; that of
1873' "Black Friday." Fron all sides the would-be-iiincrs poured
in, usually from points on the Union Pacific and Northern
Pacific railroads. The two lcading outfitting points were
Sidney (Sidney Barracks, established in 1867 as @ sub-post for
Ft. Sedgewick on the S>uth Platts; independent in 1870, until
abandoned in 1874), and Cheyenne. The Sidney route was d fev
niles shorter, but sorewhit rougher, than the Cheyenne road.
Af'ter 1876 Sidney throve rapidly as an s»utfitting town for the
nines (205 wiles distant). The road, known as "the agencies
route," was improved; Clarke built a toll bridge over the North
Platte at Carp Clarke (now Bridgeport); and stages and freight
wagons pulled <ut dnily for the nsrithern diggings. This was
the lost gold strike to affcct the Scotts Bluff arcn.l

—————— e ——

1. K. I. Dodge: The Black Hills (1876), p. 14Z.
Morton: History of Nebraska (1907), Vol. 1, p. 86.
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THE CATTLE RANGE

The last period bofore the mudern one might properly be
termed that of the upen cattle range. It had its beginnings
back in the deys of the cerly Orcgon emigrations, as a result of
the necessities of emigrants along the Oreguon Trail. Trading
posts, often equipped with "fodder and hay" ranches, would re-
place tw) worn-out cattle with one thut had becn fattening on the
ranch or nearby range. These "road ranches" were the first
ranches of the nirthern ranges. Their surplus was often sold in
California. This parasitic type of cattle-rcnching endured fron
about 184Z-1857.

As early as 1853, however, Seth ¥ard began t) winter cattle
in the valleys of the Choywater and Laramie. In 1854, Majors
cormenced t. winter his freighting -xen in the Laraniec valley,
and continucd to dv» sy for ten years., It is claired that at the
height of thc Russcli, H::g ors und Waddell freighting busincss
(t> supply tr:ps in Utah), in the wirter of 1857-8, this firn
had over 15,000 hond of cottle on o ronge in Wy oning-Nebraska
just suth »f the Orugun Trail. ’

Orthod »x cattle-ranching in the nirthern Great Plains began
with J. I1iff in nirthwestern Colorado. New markets hacd de-
veloped in the Colurado gold fields, s» I1iff started up a large
range cattle business by stockirg with train oxen and stick »f the
gold-seckers. In time, I1iff becare the first northern cattle
king, ranging his stock sver the S>uth Platte country. The boon
in Montana mining, in 1862-5, increased the market for cattle
end attracted nore nen into the cuttic busincss. Soon the cattle-
men of the Colorado-Wy.iing-Nebraskn ranzes could n.t get enough
cattle to stuck their ranges. This lack was quickly rencdied.

During the Civil War the cattle in Texas had multiplied,
unnarketed and unit.lested. After the war there was noat & suit-
able nmarket within a thwusand miles .f Texas. The Texas ranchers
were land and cattle poor. about 1866 the So,uthcrners began to
drean of northern :arkets. Nelson Story, in 1866, drove 2 small
herd f 600 hend -=f Texas Longhorns fror Dalles t, lontano; and
a drive was nade frow Texas to Sedzalia, Missouri, on the
Miss wri Pacific. The iden spread and nmore drives went north in
1867, which is the ycar that the great Texas drives may properly
be said to have begun. Difficulties with the Indiins and farmcrs
of the Indian Territory and castoern Kanses shifted these drives
westward to a terrinus ut dAbilene, on the Kansas Pacific. In
1867 Iliff began to buy Texas cattle from Goodnight.
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The following yer.r, 1868, Texas drives reached stati ns
all along the K. P. in Kansas and the U. P. in Ncbruska. The
principcl - trails into Nebraska terrdnated at Schuyler, Ft.
Kearny, North Platte, Ogallaic, and Pine Bluffs. VWith the
settleirent »f eastern Nebrasko, Ogallalla becacc the grect
Nebraskan cattle depot. Out of Ogallzle cittle werc shipped to
the eastern stock yards, and driven tu westorn ranges. 4s yet,
since north of the North Platte was Indian, the cattle-ranch-
ing in the Seatts Bluff cuntry took place i-ainly in Horse
Creck Vzlley. By 1871 therce werc 12,800 bead on Horse Creck,
and before the close »f the year Creighton and Alsop turncd
45,000 heed loose in this valley. During the years 1876-81 the
Sioux country was .pencd up, and thrusands .f head of cattle
were driven sut of Ozallala as stockers for the ranges of
Northwestern Nebr-ska, Wy ming, Montana -nd the Dakotas. In
1883 the huge Swan Lancd & Cattle Compuny was organized by
corbining threc cattl: properties between Ognllala, Nebraska,
and Steele, Wyoring, rnd from the U. P. tu the North Platte.

Rapid inflatin of the cattle busincss was going too far,
however.  The range hecane wverstocked, barbwire was intro-
duced in 1874-77, and western Ncbruska was invaded by grangers
in 1885-87. The ye-r 1887 saw the bottoi drop ~ut »f the cattle
business, which had rcached its perk two or threc years enrlicer.
Since ab.uut 1887 or 1888 the cattile ronchcrs »f the Scotts Bluff
area have broken up their holdings, fonced in their lands, andd
turned to scientific and intensive cattle-raising. The day »f
the -pen range and garboleering cowboy has gone f rever.l

Somewhat linked with the eattle busircss vns that of
buffal> hunting. In eorly tires the buffalo wis hunted for
immediate fyu¢ or hide denends. The thaughtless thousands of
erigrants in the perixl 1849-69 siuughtered wantonly, far be-
vond need. The Indians ané hunters had been levyirg o constant
toll on the herds for arkctable hides and tongues. By the
tinc of the coming of the railroad the buffals was already
losing ground und numbers rapidly.

In the builcding >f the western mdlroads there =rose a
denan?? {r fresh neat thot was supplicc by adring buffalio
hunters, armed with Sharps Buffulo Rifles thut used mmmunition
costing 25 cents o piecc. The deeiratiom of the buffalo was
well started, in the yoars 1866-187%, by such fiood hunters as
the famous "Bufi=los Bill" Cody. With the reilroads =t hond,
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the hunters went wild. It has been estimated that in the yeers
1872-4 alone railroads hauled out of the Great Plains hides,
robes, meat, and bones representing over 3,000,000 dead buffal-.
Between 1668 and 1881, $2,50C,0C0 worth ..f buffal., bones were
sold in Konsas. These bones, at $6 per ton, and 100 buffalo to
the ton, would represent 21,000,000 buffals. No wonder the
bison is nearly extinct in his original haunts. The buffalo
deserted the Scotts Bluff arca ot a comparatively early date, aos
the grcat and continuous emigrations frightcned them wsut of the
North Platte Valley. For this ronson, probubly therc wus not sc
rach bison slaughtering and bone hunting in this area as clse-
where in thc Plains.R

With the comirg of the Grangers, around 1885, the Scotts
Bluff srea entered its modern period. The history of this arca
since then is still vivid in the nemory of hundreds.

1. The best refereaces for the northern cattie range history
are:
). J. McCoy: Historic Skctches of tha Cattle Trade of
the West ond Southwest (1874).
2. P. .. Rollins: The Cowboy (1822), for local color.
%. James Cook: Fifty Years on the Old Frontier (1923) is
the autobiography of a west Nebraska cattlemun.
4. Granville Stuart: Forty Years on the Frontier (1925).
5. J. Morvin Hurt: The Trail Drivers of Texas.
6. E. &. Osgood: The Day of the Cattleman (1929).
7. ®. P. Viebb: The Gre~t Pl:ins (1931).

2. References on buffnlo nting in the northern Great Pleins
cres
1. R. I. Dodge: Thc Plairs cf the Great West {1877),
pp. 140-142.
2. Harry Inman: Buffalo Jones' 40 Yeurs of Ldventure
(1899).
3. Jobn Cook: The Border of thc Bufffalo (1907).
4. W, F. Cocdy: iutobiograpiy (19z0).
5. E. A. Brininstool: Fighting Red Cloud's Warriors
(1926), pp. 211-14.
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1720

1739

1804

1812-13

1820

1823-24

1324

1828

1827

1820

1832

182

1825

1836

1840

CHRONOLOGIC OUTLINE

Villasur (Spaniard) attained Platte forks, via South
Platte.

Mallet brothurs went up South Platte to Sunta Fe.
Named the Platte river.

Louisiana offieciclly occupiéd by U. S.; Lewis und Clark
began Rocky Mountuin explorations.

Returning Astorians, down Norta Platte -- opened Oregon
Troil.

Long up South Platte.

South Pass discovered. Ashley's men extend operations
into Upper Platte country.

Smith ciscovers Great Salt Lexc. Fitapotrick first
attempts navigation of upper Platte. Furs tuken
overland down Plaotte route to St. Louis.

First rendozvous ii. the mourtnrins.

Four-pound vhealed cannon - first wheeled vehicle to -
escend Plette route and cross the Rocky Mountains.

. Subletic snd large party take first wagons over
the Oregon Trull, into the Rocky Mountaine.

Invasion of the mcuntains by Ilndcpceadent fur traders
~- Donneville, Wyeth, et al.

First missionarics andé scicentists over the Trail into
the Oregon country. Founding of several famous forts:
Laramie, Hall, etc.

First warch of Arny to the mountiins, under Col.
Dodge, up South Plitte. Presbyterian mdssicnaries
enter Orcgon (Yhitmen and Prrker).

More missionaries to Oregor - first women over the
Orcgon Treil.

Last rendezvous. Jesuit Father De Smet entered the
mountaing.
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1841

1842

1843

1844

1845

1846

1847

1848

1849

1850

1851

185%

1854

1865

First Oregon-California cmigrant train.
Lt. Fremont's first expedition.

The Great Emigration to Oregon. First wagons to reach
the Pacific -- 120 wagons, 694 oxen, 200 families,
773 loose cattle.

Five Oregon-Celifornia parties.

Kearny's dragoons up Nurth Platte. First regular
nilitary campeign into the Great West.

497 parallel boundury decides Cregon question with
Britain. Bear Flug republic in California. War
with Mexico. Donner disaster in California.

Mormon "pioneers" reopen old Indian and fur trader
route up nerth bank of the Platte. Salt Lake City
founded. Post Route Bill passed.

Gold discovered, Jonusry 24, in California. Treaty
gives the southwest to the United States. Oregon
territory crcated. Ft. Xearny founded.

Overland rush to California. Government buys Ft.
Laramic. Cholers on the plains. 25,000 use the
Overland Trail. Roubidou's post founded at Scotts
Bluff,

California & state. First contract mail service over
the Overlard Trail to Salt Lake City.

Great Indian Council of Ft. Laramic at mouth of
Horse Creck.

Overland Mail through to California. First of the
five railroad survoys.

Kansas-Ncbraska dct opened the Indian country west of
the Missouri, and abrogated Missouri Compromise.
Grattan Massacrc.

Brule Dakato sloughtered near ish Hollow by General
Harney.
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1856

1857

1858

1859

1860

1861

1862

1863
1866

1867

1868

1869
1871
1871-3

Handcart Mormon migration began; one cdisasterous
company .

Mountain Meadows Massacre of Fancher's company by
Mormuns. "Mormon War." Overland hauling of freight
commenced.

Gold discovered in Pike's Peak area. Washoe silver
strike in Nevada.

Oregon o state. Movement to Colorado gold mines.
Stages run to Salt Lake City, on contract. Comstock
(Virginia City) silver strike in Nevada. The year of
the "Fifty-niners."

Central Overland California and Pikes Pook Express
Company. Pony Express inaugurated. Gold strike in
Idahs.

Telegraph completed October 26. End of the Pony Express.
Kansas a state.

Gold fcund at Virginic City, Monterna. Beginning of
Civil War. Indizcn disorders. Overland Stage
abandoned North Platte for South Platte "Overland
Trail" route.

Great Indian War Council on Horse Crecek.

Union Pacific tracks opposite Ft. Kearny. "Bloody year
on the plains". Fetterman Massacrc.

Union Pacific to Julesburg in spring; to Cheyenne in
fall. Nebraska o state. Texas cattle drives to
Abilene began.

Ft. Laramie treaty. Victory for Red Cloud and his
Teton Dakotas.

Uni:n Pacific-Central Pacif'ic mcet, May 10.
Hecavy cattle stocking of Horsc Creek rangc.

Red Cloud Agency at Nerth Platte river, near Scotts
Bluff.
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1876

1884
1886-87
1887
1888
1899

Final Indian treaty pluacing Dakotas un reservations
and opening the Black Hilla. Annihilation of
Custer's troops.

Peck of the range cattlc business.

Invasion of western Nebraska by Grangers.

Deflation of ar overcrowded range.

Gering platted.

Scotts Bluff platted.
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BIOGRAPHIC CHECK LIST

The series of grcot movements through the Scotts Bluff area
resulted in the passnage of countless thousards during the period
1810-1870. Most of the migrati.n took place botieen 1824 (when
the Great Platte routc was adopted by the fur traders) and 1862
(when Indian troubles forced the Overland mail nd stage suuth
into the South Platte "Overland Trail" proper). The oxtent of
thesc movcments prior to the cuning of the railrocd, 1866-69,
hus been estimated at mony thousands. Most of the individuals
vho pesscd by Scotts Bluff have remnined aronymous or ineon-
spicuous. There werc, Lowever, o nurber who attaincd o lasting
fame. This cheek 1list seeke to include only thise whose out-
standing achievements (r historic cornections with the Overland
Route or with Scotts Blufl indiente a deserved nced for specicl
nention.

The biographic i vhus herc presented wave bucn obteined
from standard biographic »cfercnces and from the speeiul ristorics
of the rcgion and tiues involved. Wherce pussible the outstanding
authority for cach hes beer ircdicnted. The gencrel works of
greatest value werc:

1. Anerican Council of Lenrned Socletics: Dieti mary »f
fuwerican Biogrnphy, 1928-23, Vols. 1-12, 4 - il

2. Notisnal Cycluopacdio of Ameriecan Bingraphy, James
T. White C.,., 1828-1932, Vols. 1-22.

3. appletm's Cyecloncedis of American Biography,
1887-19:f, Vola, 1-11,

1. Applegnte, Jessc. Bown Kentucky, 1811, Surveror in Mie-
sourd. Joincd Orcgor Groaut Eidigration € 1823, ond wus
ecaptain cf the "Cog-column,® vhoge hislory he related.
Farimed on the Villanetie n~nd had cottle roanch v the
Urpgut in Oregor.. lember of legislative committes of
Orogon Provisional Government. Dicd, Orcgon, 1886, _
(Rucker: The Orcgon Truail and Soie of its Biuwzers (19%0)
is a story of the ipplegates, and contrins durtraits.)

2. Ashley, Villian Henry, Borr Virginie, 1778. kined Migsouri
lead ard sclipeter vith Honry. Lt. Goevernor of Missouri
in 1820. General »f Militin in 1882. cctive fur trader
18e2-63 instituted arnmunl rendezvous; usced muucs and
horces over dircet Plotte r.ute. Congressaan, 1321-27.
Dicd, Missouri, 18%8. (Dnic: lshiey-Smith Explorations
(1918) has hees sacount of ishicy's activities.)
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Baker, Jenes. Born, Illincis, 1818. Trapper, guide, and
pioneer rencher. Jwined Bridger and the American Fur
Compuny in 1838 and was trapper until 1853. Chief of
Scouts for Gen. Harney at Ft. Laramie, 1855. Guided
army against Mormons in 1857 and Marcy across Colorado,
1857-8. Settled in Wyoming in 1873. Died, Wyoming,
1898. (See Mumey: The Life of Jim Baker (1931) for
biography and portraits.)

Ball, John. Born, New Hampshire, 1794. Aittended Dartmouth.
Accompanied N, Wyeth in 1832. Lived with Dr. Mc-
Loughlin at Ft. Vancouver. Taught school and farmed
in Oregon. Travelcd extensively, and finally settled
in Michigan. Died, Michigan, 1884. (Portrait as
frontispiece in "Autobiography of John Ball," compiled
by his daughters (1925).)

Beckwourth, James. Born, Virginia, 1798. Quadroon hunter,
trapper, and squawman. Groom and horsc-wrangler for
Ashley, 1823. Lived with the Crows for a time. Under
Kearney in California.. Joined Colorado stampede in
1859. Died, Cclorado, 1867. (Portrait as frontis-
piece in Bomner: Life and Adventures of James P. Beck-
wourth (several editions). Also in Hafen & Ghent:
Broken Hand.)

Bidwell, John, Born, New York, 1819. Pioneer and pol-
itician. Teacher in Ohio and Missouri. Went to Cali-
fornia with first overlond party of 1841. Worked *for
Sutter; member of "Bear Flag" revolt of 1846;
soldiered under Fremont and Stockton. Ranched at
Chico. Congressman, 1864-66. Was Prohibitior candi-
date for President, 1892. Died, California, 1900.

(C. C. Royce: John Bidwell, has portrait and reprints
of Bidwell's writings.)

Bonneville, Benj. L. E. de. Born, France, 1796. U. S.
Army officer, 1815-1866. At western posts 1821-30.
Aide to Lafayette in- 1825. Explored in the West,
1832-35. Fought in Mexican Wor. Commonded post of
Ft. Kearny in summer of 1849. Retired as Brigadier-
Genercl in 1866. Died, Arkensas, 1878. {(Best
general account is Irving: Adventures of Captain
Bonneville. Morton: History of Nebraske:, has portrait -
and biography; and Chittenden: American Fur Trade,
gives brief biography.)
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Bridger, James. Born, Virginia, 1804. Fur trader and scout.
Rated with Fitzpatrick end Carson as greatest of the

mountainmen of

the period 1820-1860. Joined Ashley in

1822. Discovered Great Salt Lake irn-1824. Built Ft.
Bridger in 1843, Guided Stansbury 1849, &, S. Johnson
1857-8, Reynolds Yellowstore Expedition 1859-60,

Berthoud party

1661, Powder River expeditions 1365 and

1866, Died, Missouri, 188l1. (Best biography is Alter:

Janes Bridger,

which has portraits.)

Bryant, Edwin. Born, 1805. California pioncer of 1846,
whose "What I Saw in California" was trunsloted into
several foreign languages ond made known the riches of
California to the world. FEis description of Scotts
Bluff is excellent. Diecd, 1869.

Burnett, Peter . Born, Tenneissec, 1807. MWMissouri store-
keceper und lawyer. lMeaber of 1342 Great Erigration to
-Oregon. Went to California in 18483, wherc he beenne
the first governor, 1842-1851. Recounted nis trip
west in "Recollections of -an Cld Picreer." Dicd,
Californiz, 1895. (Portrait in Ghent: Road 1o Orzgonj.

Burton, Richurd F.

Born, 18%1. Roted British knight,

traveler, and author. Edited Marcy's "Prairic Traveler,"
and wrote up his own trip over Platic route, 186C, in
"The City of the Siints." (His biogrophy, with
portrnits, is given in Isabel Burton: "The Life of

Captein Sir d.

F. Burton" (1£93); and F. D. Downey:

"Burton, Arabian Nights Adventurer! (1931).)

Campbcll, Robert. Borr, I[recland, 1804. Trapper and cap-
itnlist. Joined ishley in 1828. Partner with Sub-

letbte, 185i-42.

Beecune Missouri banker and coloricl of

militia. Weas Indian commissionoer to Ft. Inramie in
1851. Died, Missouri, 1879. (Ziograpbic nots in
Schoef's "History of St. Leouie,” and purirait in
Neihardt's "The Splendid Wayfaring.")

Carson, Christopher.

Born, Kentucky, 1808, Mude nost

famous of rountain men by Frewmont's reports. Carson

begon as "ecavvy boy" on o Santo Fo expedition. Joined
Fitzpatrick 1631-33. Guide for Fremovt in 1242, 18435-
1844; and for Kcarney in 1846-7. Unitecd States Indian

Agert 1852-6C.

Rose to brigadier-gener-l of New Mexice
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voluntecrs, 1861-65. Died, Colorado, 1868.

(History recounted in Sabin: Kit Carson Days; Petcrs:
Life and Adventures of Kit Carson; Vestel: Kit Carson;
and Grant: Kit Carson's Own Story. Excellent por-
traits in Sabin, 'also original M.SS in Banecroft
Library, University of California.)

14. Chiles, Joscph B. Born in Kentucky, 1810. Took part in the

15.

16.

17.

Florida war in 1836, 1In 1841l came overland to
Californin, 1In 1843 he cum2 to California with a
party which borc nis naire. Did much 1o &id Fremont
with scpplices ard inferaatin. In 1847 went east as
& guide and hunter in Stcckton's party. Died in
Lake County, California, in 1885. (See Bancrofts
Works - Yol XIX - Page 758.)

Clyman, Jemes. Born Virginic, 1792. Trepper and California

Cody,

pioneer. Joined iAshley in 1623. Walked from the
Sweetwater to the HMissouri in 1824. Soldiered with
Lincoln in Black Hawk Wai'. Went with cnigrant train
to Oregon in 1844, and on to California in 1845.
Guided emigrant train +n Californic ir 1848, where
he settled. Pied in California, 1881. (See C. L.
Canp: Janes Clynan, for biography and porrtrait.)

Willinaw F. Born, Iowa, 1848. Scout nnd shwman.
Began ns "cavyy boy" on Pussell, Majors and Waddell
supply trein into Utah inl857. Denver g-ld rush in
1859. Pony Express rider in 1860. Arny Scout 1863-
65. Svpplied buffzlo meat t> Kensas Pacific, 1867-8.
Chief of scouts, Sil: Cavalry, 1868-72, 1876. On the
stage, 1872-1887; und began "Wild West" exhibitions
ir 1883, Died, Color:ds, 1217. (Best accounts arc
R. J. Marslk: The Making of Buffalos Bill,1928; and
Cody: Autobiographyv.) '

Cooke, Philip St. Geurge. Born, Virginia, 1809. Soldier

and cuthor. In many western campaigns and expeditions
1827--45. Served with Kearny in Mexicun War, and
commanded the Mormon Battalion, Utch expedition of
1857-8. Brigadier-Gercral in Union forces, although
his son-in-law was J. E. B. Stuart. Comuanded
successively the Ariy departments of the Ylatte,
Cumberland, and Lokes. Wrote "Scencs and Adventures,"



18.

19.

20,

2l.

2.

etc. Died, 1895. (See Dictionary of Arerican
Biography, Vol IV: page 789.)

Craz y Horse. Born 1841. Greatest nilitary genius of the
Sioux Confederacy. He was an Ogallala, and fought
under Red Cloud, 1865-8. Cormaonded 1,200 Ogallalus
and Cheyennes, 1876-77; won distinctions in battles

~of Rosebud and Little Big Horn. Killed when arrested
at Ft. Robinson, Nebraska, 1877. (See Moorehead: The
American Indicn, page 184.)

Creighton, Edward. Born, Ohio, 1820. Telegraph builder
and benker., Surveyed transcontinentel telegroph
routes in winter of 1860, and handled construction of
Julesburg-Salt Lake City section of Pacific Telegraph,
July-October, 1881l. Died, Nebraska, 1874. (Best
biography is P. A. Mullins: Creighton, 1901.)

Crook, George. Born, Ohio, 1829. Soldiered from 1852 until
his death. Served in the northwestern plains, 1852-
61; Major-General in Civil War; in Tdaho 1864-7;
campaigned against Apaches, 1871-5; commanded Platte
Department, 1875-82; subjugated ipaches, 1882-6; and
cormanded Platte Departnent 1886-88. Commander,
Division of Missouri, 1888-1890. Died, Illinois,
1890. (J. Bourke: On the Border with Crook, 1891;
and C. King: Campaigning with Crook, 1890, arec two of
the many books dealing with this great Indian fighter.)

Crooks, Ramsay. Born, Scotland, 1787. Fur trader. Partner
1810-12 in Pacific Fur Co., but sold out and returned
with Stuart in 1812-13. Became general manager of
fnerican Fur Co., in 1817, and was president fron
1834-59. He nmuintained that the Stuart party dis-
covered the South Pass. Died, New York, 1852. (8ce
Chittenden: fnecrican Fur Trode; and J. W. Ruckmnan:
"Raiysay Crocks and the Fur Trade" in Minn. Hist.,

Vol. 7.)

Cross, Osborne. Quartermaster [or the Western /.rmy in 1849.
accorpanied Mounted Eifle Regiment to Oregon in 1849,
vin Ft., Keorny, where he conversed with Colonel
Bonneville, Scotts Bluffs and South Pass. His journal
report is quite valuable (%1 Cong. 2 Sess; House
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Doc. 1, 1850).

23. DeSmet, Pierre Jean. Born, Belgium, 180)l. Jesuit
missionary to Western irerica, 18328-73. During period
1840-46 Father DeSmet surveyed Catholic opportunities
in the Northwest. This "Blackrobe" was the white man
most trusted by the Indians. He wes very influential
at Ft. Laramie conference of 1851 and others. Died,
Missouri, 1873. (Chittenden & Richardson: Life,
Letters and Travels of Father Pierre-Jean DeSmet,

- 1905; E. Laveille: Lifc of Father DeSmet, 1915, are
best biographies of this great traveler, writer, and
peacenaker. )

24, Dodge, Grenville M. Born, Massachusetts, 1831l. Soldier
and civil enginecr. ‘Major General in Civil War.
Chief engincer of Union Pagific, 1866-70. Surveyed
South Platte-Cheyennc Pass route after investigating
lorth Platte route via Scotts Bluff (which he
sketched). Associated with many railroads in later
life. Died, 1916. (Best biography is J. R. Perkins:
Trails, Rails and War 1929).

5. Dodge, Richard. Born, Huntsville, North Carolina, May 19,
1827. Graduated from U. S. militery academy, 1848,
assigned to the 8th infantry, and after serving
various posts was promoted to captain. Promoted to
lieutenant-colonel, Oct. 29, 1873. Afterwards served
against hostile Indians in the west. Made colonel,
11th Infontry in 1882. Published many books, such
as "The Black Hills," and "Our Wild Indians". (See
Appleton's Cyclupaedla of American Biograephy, Vol. 2:
Page 194.)

26. E ells, Cushing. Of Masszchusetts birth; one of a family
of clergymen. Settled at Forest Grove in 1848, and
helped build up thc Pacific University. He also
did much to help build the Whitman Seminary at Walla
Walla, Washington. He was last survivor of the
Anerican Board of Commissioncrs for Foreign Missions
to the Indians of the North-west Coast. %gce Marcus
Whitman: pp. 105; 291; 165; 184.)
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?8.

29.

Fitzpatrick, Thomas, Trapper, guide and Indian agent. He

was born in County Cancn, Ircland. E: was sometimes
celled "Broken Hund" or "Three Fingers," because of an
accident suffered from the bursting of a rifle. He
was for many years the most capable of mountzin men.
He guided Kearny's army .to California, and his skill
as a guide was highly praised. by DoBuet. He died

Feb. 7-1854. (See Dictionary of Auerican Biography,
Vel. VI; also Hafen and Ghent: Broken Hand.)

Ford, Nathaniel. From North Carolinz. A man of character

and influence, leader of one of the parties to Oregon.
He was supreme court judge for the districts south of
the Columbia River in 1848, and State Senctor for
Oregon in 1866. Mace his home in P’olk County, Oregon.
In 1870, Jan. 9, he died in Dixie, Polk Ceum‘y, age
75. (See Bancroft's Works, Histcry of Oregon, Vol. I;
p. 450; 469; 496; Vol II: p. 636,)

Fremont, Jolm. Born, Savannah Georgic, Jan. 21, 181%.

Went to Charleston Collegc, Lav 18£8, ramcining there
until expelled. Went to Soutk imerien in 18Z3,
Fremont's first important explore%icn was a sunmer
cxpedition in 1842 to the Wind Piver chain of the
Rockies. In 1844 he went to California.

- Frenonts third expedition was another irip to
California. When he cntercd the heert o»f California,
Mexican officials crdered him “ranm the country. On
July ‘10, 1846 hc actively cooperated vith 3loat and
Stockton in the conquest of Californis. Fremont
remained in California until thc eivil war.

In 1856 he rar for president, being daf'eated by
Buchanan. At the cutbreck of the Civil War he was in
Europe. He returncd and was appoirted nmejor general
in charge of the department of the West in 1861. He
was soon renoved froa office by Lincola becauqu of
reckless expenditures.

Again nomirated for prcsidont oa Mzy 31, 1864, in
Clevcland by a convention of rudical Republicans who
disliked Lincoln, hc later withdrew his nonination.
After this Fremont playcd no further part in public
life.
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In 1887 he made his honie in California, but decath
came to him July 13, 1890, while he was temporarily in
New York. (See Dictionary of imerican Biography,

Vol. VII: Page 18.

20. Gilliam, Cornelius. Nothing is known of Gilliam's ante-
cedents, Hec was brave, obstinate, impetuous, and
generous, with good natural abilities, and but little
education. Served in the Black Hawk war, and also in
the Semincle war, Floride, as captain. Closely
connected with emigration in Oregon. Died March Z2Cth,
1848. (See Bancrofts Works: History of Oregon, Vol.
1,: p. 449; 725.)

31. Hastings, Lansford. Born 1819; native of Ohio. A lawyer,
he was lecder of a party which crossed the plains to
Oregon in 1842 znd care to California in 1843, A
year later he published o worthless book called
"Emigrants' Guide." 4an intelligent, active man,
never without some grand scheme on hand. Hastings
lived at or near Sacramento till 1857; then went to
Arizona, Died in Brazil about 1870. (See Bancrofts
Works, Vol. XX: Page 778.)

32. Hickok, James. Commonly knovm as Wild Bill. Born at Troy
Grove, La Salle County, illinois, May 27, 1837. As
a youth was a lunter and best shot in his purt of
I1linois. In 1855 made his way to Leavenwoith,
Kensas. In 185G became » driver for o stoge company
operating over the old Sunt: Fe Trailj later trans-
ferred to the Overland 3Stoge, on the Oregon Troil.
Here at Rock Creek Stntion, Jefferson County, Nebr.,
July 12, 18681, had his famous battle with the
notorious McCanles gang, in which he killed McCanles
and twe of his men. During the civil war served s a
Union Scout and spy. In 1686 nmppointed deputy U. S.
nmarshnl ~t Fort Riley, Kar. '

Wild Bill was on cxceptionally handsome und
fascinoting man. He never killed a men except in self-
defense or in the linc of official duty. Toured the
East with Buffalo Bill in 13872, 73, afterwards going
to Deadwood; Dakots Territory, where he was murdered
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by Jack McCall, april &, 1876. (See victionary of
American Biography, Vol. IX: Page 4.) '

33. Holladay, Ben. Born, Carlisle County, Kentucky. In early
boyhood rewmoved with his parents to western Missouri.
He had little schooling. With T. F. Warner as
partner he launched a trade venture to Salt Leke City
with fifty wagon-loads of merchandise. Later re-
organized, extended and inmproved the overland stage
coach service until under him it reached its grectest
extent. During the Indian uprising in 1864-65, he
suffered heavy losses. In 1867 formed the Northern
Pacific Transportation Company operating vessels from
Sitka to Mexico. In 1868 became chief owner of the
Oregon Ccntral Railroad Company from which he retired
in 1876. Died, Portland, Oregon, on July &, 1887.
(See)Dictionary of iAreriecan Biography, Vol. IX: Page
141.

34. Johnston, Albert S. Born at Washington, Mason County,
Kentucky, Feb. £, 1803. Appointed to the U. S.
military academy in 1822. Upon graduation, brevctted
second licutenant of the 2nd Infantry. After his
wife's decth in 1825, enlisted as private in the
Texan army. In 1836 appointed scnior brigadier -
general. In 1838 appointed Secretary of War for the
Republic of Texns. On Dec. 2, 1649, commissioned

aymaster, U. S. Army. During the Civil War, appointed
by Jefferson Davis general in the confederate army.
In many battles, on April 6, 188% he was struck, an
artery being severed in his leg, and he bled to death.
(Ses Dictionary of /American Biography, Vol. X: Pagc
135).

35. Kearny, Stephen. Born Aug. 30, 1794, Newark, New Jersey.
Entered Columbia College in 1811, but on the appronch
of the Wer of 1812 joined the arry. In 16123 was made
captain., His service was on the western fronticr.

In 1825 took part in Gener:l .tkinson's expedition to
the nouth of the Yellowstone. In 1845 led an ex-
pedition to South Piss, and next ycor he begnn the
building of the first Fort Kearny (Nebraska City,
Nebraska) .
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In 1846 placed in command of the army of the
West. Soon he renched Culifornia where he hod dis-
putes with Stockton and Fremont. He then proceeded to
Mexico where he was for a time civil governor of Verc
Cruz. He then returned cast, dying October 31, 1648
at St. Louis. (See Dictionary of Anericun Biography,
Vol X: Page 272.)

%6. Lee, Juson. Methodist missionary. Born on June 28, 1803%;
in Quebec, then considered part of Vermont. In 1830-
32 served 1z minister to Wesleyun Methodists in Stan-
stead, Vermont. Went to Oregon and christianized many
savages. In 1841 formed the plan that resulted in the
founding of Oregon Institute, later renamed Williamette
University. In 1844 returned East, vhere he died
March 12, 1845. (Sce Dictionary of imerican Biography,
Vol. XI: Page 111.)

37. Majors, Alexander. Born near Franklin, Simpson County,
Kentucky. October 4, 1814. In youth worked on a
farm and served as a miller's boy. He later married
and bought o farm, but he did not make enough so he
left the farm and started a business carrying
freight. In 1855 he went irto partnership with other
nen, and in tine he had a freighting business which
required more than four thoussnd men, forty thousand
oxen, and one thousand rules. He lived in Nebraske
City part of his life. Ir 1860 he and his partners
established the femous pony express. It lested only
a few months, proving a finuncial failure.

In 1861, he purchased the interests of his
partners and continued freighting until 1866. From
1869 to 1879 hc lived in Salt Lake City. In 1893 he
published "Seventy Yeors on the Frontier." For
several years before his death he lived in Kansas City
Mo. Died, Chicago, Jan. 12, 1900. (See Dictionary
of American Biogriphy, Vol. XII: Page £14.)

38. Mercy, Randolph. Burn Grecnwich, Moss, .pril 9, 18lk.
Graduated from Military Academy in 183Z2. Becamc
second lieutenant in 1835, first lieutenant in 1837,
and captain in 1846. In 1845 wert to Texas, serving
there during the military occupotion and in the
battles of Pole alto and Resoca de la Palme. For
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next twelve years he remaincd in the Southwest. Later
was inspector-general of the Departinent of Utoh., In
1859 he prepared ¢ scmi-officinl gpuldebnok, callcd the
"Prairie Traveler". Tn 1866 he wrote a bock celled,
"Thirty Years of army Life on the Border". Appuinted
inspector-gencral cf the army in 187L, sefving in tnis
capacity until kis retirement to his deeth on November
22, 1887. (See Dictionary of imcrican Biography, Val.
XII: Page 273.)

&9. Marshall, Jdanecs. Borm Oct. b, 1810, Hunterdon County, New
Jersey. Morshall received a foir education. When of
age, sturtud west sceking odventure and fortune.
First scttled &t Fort Leavenworth, but fever and ague
attacked him, and on adviece of his physicish he
Jjoined an emigrant train for the Far West. In July
1845 he nrrived nt Fort Sutter and started forning,
later jcining Frcemonts' Culilornia Battalion. A4fter
being mustored out of service, he sought employment
from Sutter and the two entered into partnership to
build 2 sawmill near Sutter's Fort. It was there,
on Jan. 24, 1848, that gold was discoverad.

Diccovery of geld brought snly misfortune to
Marshall. He lost rost of hisg innd, and his sawnill
venture fr~iled for lack of lcborers. Marshall spent
his later yenrs as o gardener in the vicinity of
Columa, wherc he died sug. 10, 1885, (See Dictionary
of Amcricuan Biography, Vol. ¥XII: Prge. 314.)

40. Meek, Joseph L. Born in Washington County, Virginia, in
1810. Clnimed relationship with president Polk. 4
trepper and pioneer szttler. Appointed by Polk as
United Stutes Marshol to Oregen. He lost his »ffice
when Pierce Leceme president. His remaining years
werc mostly spent as a farmer on his Hillisbhoro tract,
where he died Junc 20, 1875. (See Dictionary of
Americen Bicgraphy, Vsl. XIT: Poge 494.)

41, Mitchell, Robert. Born Mansfielu, Richland Ciunty, Ohiv,
April 4, 182% of Scotch-Irish parents. Studied luw in
the office of Jom ¥. Miller at ilount Vernon, Ohio,
aduiitted to thi bar, and began practice at Mansfield.
In 1855 went to Kansas territory. Elected to lower
house, territorial legislature, 1657. iLpr. 8, 1862,
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President Lincoln commisgioned him brigadicr-gencral.
At battle of Perryville, Ky., comionded the 9th
Division. Late in 1865 President Johnson noninated
Eitehell governor of New Mexicc territory. The nomi-
nation was confirmed Jan. 15, 1666, and he took =ffice
on the 16th of the following July. In 1672 nominnted
for Congress by Liberal Republicuns and Dencerats,

but was defcuted. Moved to Washington D. C., and died
on Jen. 26, 1682, (See Dictionery of imcrican Biogruphy
Vol. XIIX: Pagce €0.)

42. Palmer, Joel. Born neur oot uf Leke Ontario, Crnadn, 1610,
of Quaker parentage. Early life lived in Pennsylvonic.
Later went to Indianr, wherc he was ¢ large cinal cun-
tractor, and then o i'm.xer ~is0 menber of the legis-
1loture, winter of 10644-45,

Author of Palper's Wagen Train., He expected to
hove this book rendy to sell t: the immigration and
to renlize fron it ensugh to pay n.)st, if not &ll, the
expense >f his seccnd journey i) Orcgon. He was
badly disappointed for he unly suld o few eupies. =
State Senztor in Oregon in 1864. (See Banerofts'
Works, Vol. I: Page 582; Voll II: P. 665.)

43. Parker, Surwel. Born in hAshfield, Rew Hampshire, ipril
%, 1779. Bccume n missionary in western New York,
and subsequently vas in chrrge of Congregetional
churches in Massachusetts ard Mew York., Mr. Parker
originated the missior of the imericnn Board in
Oregon. It has been said that he wes the first to
suggest the possibility of constructing o reilroad
through the Rocky mountrins to the Pacifie Oczena.
Dicd, Ithacn, New York, March ¢4, 1066. (Scc
Appleton's Cyclopaedia of irerican Biography, Vol.
5: Page 654.3,

44, Perkman, Francis. Born, Boston, Mass, Sept. 16, 18623.
Graduote of Harvard, 1ud44. In 1346 set cut to ox-
plore the Rocky mountcins. Lived for severcl months
anong the Dukoto Indions and the still wilder nind
remoter tribes, incurring herdships and privations
that made hin an invelid. ofterwerds engoged in
literary work nlmocst exclusively, and notwithstanding
impuired heclth, cecomponicd by partial blindness,
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attained high rank as historian and vriter. Sore
of his publications arc "The Californis and Oregon
Traii"; "The Conspiracy of Pontirc"; and "Discovery
of the Great West." (Scc ippleton's Cyclopzedic

of "Americor Biography, Vol. 4: Page 658.)

45. Prutt, Orson. Born Hiurtford, New York Sept., %, 18l1.
Joined the lormon Church in 1630; became cnc of 12
Apostles in 1835. Went on successful nmissions to
Great Britain; twice president of the British and
Furopenn nissions; in 1665 went on = mission to
sustriz. In 1658, went on nission to Washington, D.
C., where he published "The Seer," cightcen monthly
nunbers. lLicaber of the legislative assenbly of Utch,
first scssion. Wrote und published nany books. Diéd
Salt Loke City, Oct. 3, 1u8l. (See Appleton's
Cyclopaedia of .reriean Biography, Vol. 5: Pogsn 107.)

46. Red Cloud. Makh - piyn - lute or Red Cloud, says in his
pictographic history of his life, that he was born in
the year of 1822. His parents were not prominent,
anmong the tribe. Nothing is known of Red Cloud's cx-
trene yuth. Not a hereditary chief, he arose to dis-
tinction through nerit. A grect tighter, he soon won
fane, beconing chiéf of the Sioux. After the 16635-69
treaty Red Cloud hinself went to war no nore, but
instead becone a distinguished councilman and treaty
na¥er. Red Cloud was altogether a different Indicn
than Sitting Bull: Red Cloud believed in making peoce
with the white manj; Sitting Bull wantcd to die fight-
ing the whitc ran. Red Cloud posscssed rorce huncn
kindness thar :ny of his red contemporcries. Died at
Pinc Ridge, South NDakota, 1209. (Sce Moorehend: The
fmerican Indian, Pages 177, 189.)

47. Russell, William. Native of Kentucky, prominent in loctl
politics. In 1046 member of Kerntucky Legislaturc; niso
o U. 8. Marshal. Served in the Floride ¥Wer. OSoacwhet
active in the Frenont-Kenrny controversy, and ves
Secretary of Stute of Los dngeles, during Freiont's
rule as governor in 1846. In 185%& practised lav ot
Sceranento and San Fruncisco, and cbout 1831-60 ne wos
U. S. Consul at Trinidad de Cubn, bhut -resigned and
returned to Kentucky, wherc he dicd. (Scve Soneroft's
Works, History of Culifornia, Vol. V: Page 708.)
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48. Ruxton, Gecorge. Born Kent, England, 1820. Educoted at
Sandhurst Military College. Left ut the age of
seventecn, volunteered in Spanish service durirg
Carlist War, 1832-9. Commissioncd as lieutenant,
British irnmy, went with his reginent to Canzda, wherc
he resigned and spent scveral years among Indians and
trappers of the west. In 1647 returned to England,
but set out on a2 second trip to the far west,

Died on the way at St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 29, 1i48.
(See applcton's Cyclopacdia of American Biography,
Vol. 5: Page 359.

49, Slade, Joscph. Said to have ccme fror Clinton County,
Illinois. The most cminent despercdo along the
Oregon Trail. Real story of his career unknown.
Though greatly feared, could act at times the
courteous and kindly ren of peace. Mark Twain specks
of hin as "the most gentlemunly eppeuaring, quiet and
affable officer we had yet round elong the road in
the Overland company's scrvice," althuugh at the
tine he bore the reputation Of Laving killed twenty-
six mer. Sone were dyb*tless desperndees who badly
needed killing, but it is certcin others were in-
offensive.

Remained with the stuge company about two yeuars;
but took to drinking and becume quarrelsone, where-
upor, sonectine in 162, he 'as discharged. He turned
up afterward in Montana, end after a short but lively
carcer was hanged by vigilentes at Virginia City,
March 10, 1664. (See Ghent: The Road to Oregon,

Page £10.)

50. Spalding, Henry. Born in Bath, New York, 1604. Graduate
frou Western Reserve college in 153Z%, and entered the
class of 1837 in Lane Theological Seminary. Labered
fourteen yecars arong Indinns, using his trunslotions
of the Scriptures, und also ucting as commissioner
of common schools for Oregon, Several thousand
Indians were civilized through his efforcs. Died in
Lapwei, Idaho, ijug. 3, 1374. (Sec /pilcten's
Cyciopaedia of American Biogruphy, Vol. 5: Page 613.)
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51. Spotted Tail. Chief of the Brule (Souix) band. In youth
fought with an Indian called Running Bear, over an
Indian woman. Running Bear was killed and Spotted
Teil nearly died. After this fight he won fame and
was chosen band leader. Fought in many wars against
the whites. He was captured, escaping after nany
nonths of imprisonment. Around 1880 he was killed by
an Indian named Crow Dog. (Sce Seynour: The Story of
the Red Man, Pagc 263.)

52. Stansbury, Howard. Born, New York City, Feb. &, 1606. In
early life beccme o civil enginecr. In Oct. 1828,
placed in charge of the survey of proposed canals to
unite Leke Erie and Lake Michigan with the Wabash
river. On July 7, 18385, he becume first licutenant of
the U. S. topographical engincers. From 1642 till
1851 he wvas engoged in the Great S2lt Lake expedition,
and his report gave hin wide reputation. Appoirnted
Major on Sept. 28, 1861. Published "in Expedition to
the Valley of the Great Salt Lake of Utah". Died in
Madison, Wis., april 17, 186%. (Sce Appleton's
Cyclopacdia of Muerican Biography Vol. 5: Page 647.) .

53. Stuart, Robert. Born in Callender, Scotland, February 19,
1785. At age of 22 came to the Unived Stotes. In 1310
he went out as one of the founders of astoria, Oregon.
He was the lender of the third porty to cross the
centinent north of Mexico. Stuurt was appointed by
President Harrison vs comnissioner for 2ll the Indian
tribes of the northwest. Later he became Trensurer of
Kichigon, and hcld other offices of public trust and
importance cornected with the developnent of the Great
Loke region. He was krown as "the friend of the Indian."
Stuart died in Chicugo, I21., on Oct. 28, 1346.

(See Applcton's Cyeclopuedia of wrerican Blography, Vol.
: Page 732.)

54, OSublette, Willian L. Born in 1799. The rost distinguished
of the four brothers, who engaged in the fur trode.
In the fur trade with Jededizh Omith and David Jackson
and nade o fortune from the trode. Sublette with 250
trappers almost annihilated the Bannock Indiars (this
bond of Indinns lived nostly by plunder) on the Green
River in iugust 1826. With .shley at the iricara fight,
June 2, 1823, and held the rank of Sergeant-Mojor.
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55.

56.

57.

Died in 1845. (See Chittenden, irerican Fur
Trade of the Far West.-Pnge-254.)

Sutter, John A. Born Feb. 28th, 1803, at Kandern, Baden.

Of Swiss parentage, his family naome was originally
Suter. Graduated from the military college at Berne
in 1823. In 1834 enigrated to this country and
settled in St. Louis. Crossed the Rocky mountaing,
settling first in Oregon. Later sailed along the
Pacific Coast, and on July 2, 1839, was stranded in
San Frencisco Bay. He then went into the interior
anid grent difficulties, and founded in the sane yeor
the eurliest white settlement on the site of
Sacramento. He then reccived 2 grant of land fror
thc Mexicrn governnent, ond in 1841, built a fort.
The Mexican governuent appointed hinr governor of the
northern frontier country, but he favored the
annexntion of California to the U. S., and the Mexicans
regarded hin with suspicion.

During the Gold rush he lost most of his land,
his homestend was burned and in 1873 he renoved to
Litiz, Pa. He died at Washington, D. C., on June 18,
1830. (See nppleton's Cyclopaedia of Anmerican
Biogruphy, Vol. 6: Page %.)

Thorp, John. Cnptnin of o company in the immigration of

1844. Fron lMadison county, Kentucky. Settled in
Polk county, Oregori, where he followed forming. 4
nember of the House of Representatives for Oregon in
1850. firound 1854 he was o coumissioner for the
Willamette Valley Railroad Compuny. (Sec Bancrofts
Works, Vol. II, History of Oregon:-Pages 14Z; 696;
Vol. I: Page 450.)

Townsend, Jolm. Born Philadelohia, Pr. Aug. 10, 1809.

Developed a fondness for natural history. During
1833-7 made cextensive journeys in the western states
and accross the Rocky uountains with Thomas Nuttall.
Also visited the Srndwich Islands and South Americn.
While in Washington hc practised dentistry, und so
acquired the title of doctor. Member, Philadelphisa
acedery of naturcl sciences, and 2 contributor to its
proceedings. author of runy books: "Sporting
adventures in the Rocky Mountains," ". Narrative of
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a Jjourncy across the Rocky Mountuzins to the Columbiz
River." etc. Diocd, Waskington, . C. February 18,
1851, (See Appleton's Cyclopaedis of .nericun
Biography, Vol. 6: - Page 148.)

58. White, Elijan. Born in Jeffurson County, New York, April
3, 1806. Came to the Oregon courtiy in 1836, wrong
the first cnigrants. Helped establish the firs®
Methodist Espiscopal Cmurch in Orczon. Irn 1850,
White cssaycd to build upon Bukcr Buy u tovm which
he named Pacific City, but whicl enjoyed an cxistence
of only a year or two. (Sce Banerof'ts Works, History
of Washington: Page 331; - Puge 73.)

59. Whitnan, Murcus. Dr. kaseus Whitiun, Lorr at Rushville,
Yates County, Nuw Zork. Doptenber 4, 180%. Iis
father vas o native of hugsacluscths.. D Whitnan
practiced redicinc for & uars, loter becoming
interested in thu Northwegt. He trevelod to thce
Northwost rany times, teacking the Miblc to the
Indiuns. Hhe «lzo wrote wrany books on the Northucst.
Pied November 23, 1847. (Zie anpltion's Cyelopacdia
of /mericun Biograply; Vol. €: Pag: 48b.)

60. Wislizerus, F. r. [dolph Wislizewus, horr licy ¢1, 1310,
Koenigsce, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Gerran Snpirc.
In 1820 went to the Univorsity of Zurich. Took his
degrece as doctor of wcdieinc, und after spending soic-
tinc in Puris hespitals, coue to dow York ir 1825.)
In 1836 moved to Mascoutah, St. Cluir Count;, illinrois,
near St. Louis. after practicing s comntry puaysiciun
for three yenrs, ipade a trip to the Roeky lountoins.
Cn reterning. practiced nedicine in 3t. Louis. In
1846 joincd cn expodition to Sant: Fe. Fror Srntn Fe
pushed cn to Chihuahua, wheirc he was ¢ ttocked hy sarc
Mexicans; but wus rescued. In 184C went to linghington;
in 1850 to Duropc. He bthere warricd end after birth
of hig first cnild, went to Califarnia by wuy of
Panerc.,  Author of many hooks. Died S5t. Louis, Io.,
Scpt. 23, 1889. (Scc Wislizenue: . Journcy to the
Rocky MNount~ins, Pige 5.

61. Wyeth, Nathaniel. Born, Carbridge, kKuss., Jon. 29, 1802.

Given classicul education, intending to enter Horvard,
but Jecided to enter inteo businesc enterprises. In
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1821, his attention wes attracted to the grect
Northwest. On March 11, 1832, he left Boston with o
coripany of twenty-one men, fully nrired ond equipped,
by wny of Baltimore, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St.
Louis, and Independence, Mo., and reached Oregon,
Oct. 29, 1832. Of the entire company only eight
reached the Columbia. He was lefi rlone after =
few nonths, for his ren deserted hini. In 1832 re-
turned to Fort Levenworth, Kmnsas, and fror there
went to Boston to start another expedition. On

aug. 14, 1834, he was agoin in Oregon, and started
to build Forts. Nathaniel Wyeth lived to see Orcgon
o territory of the U. 5., although he dicd before
its ndmission as ¢ State in 1853. He died Aug. 231,
1856. (Sce Nationnl Cyclopmedin of sarericen
Biography, Vol. VI: Pagc 74.)

62. Young, Brigha . Born, Whitinghur, Verront, June 1, 18Cl.
April 14, 1832 he began to prcuch the Morron
Religinn, advarcirg ropidly in the clurch. TFeb. 14,
1825, chosen onc of the twelve npostles, beconing
their presidert the next yenr. In 1838 he purchased
land in Missouri. On .pril 7, 1847, Young, with
142 men, set out in search of 2 suitable place to
settle. They entered Salt Loke Valley. Later re-
turning with 2000 followers. Young cncouragced
agriculture, nonufacturing, opening of roads, :nd
construction of bridges in Utah. Died in Salt Loke
City, suvgust 29, 1877. His funcral cclebrated with
irpressive cercnorics, in which nmore than 30,000
persons particinated. (Sec ipplcton's Cyclopaedia
of ..nerican Biosruphy, Vol. 6: Page 645.)






