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FOREWARD

This paper is one of many prepared by research workers of
the Field Division of Education, National Park Service, Berkeley,
California.

The objective of this paper is the compilation of pertinent
information obtained from the best available sources on the cth-
nology and history of the Teton Dakota Indians. The need for
such a compilation became apparent to the wrtier, an ECVW museum
technician, when faced with the practical problem of gathering
basic data for use in planning exhibits for the museum at Guern-
sey Lake Park, Wyoming. This data should be useful to museum
curators and museum preparators in planning and preparing ex-
hibits for museums in the several parks within the area once
inhabited by the Teton Dakota.

The form and content of the paper reflect the special pur=-
pose for which it is intended., It makes no pretense of being
an important piece of original research. It stresses those aspects
of Teton Dakota ethnology and history which are most adaptable to
graphic interpretation in museums. The paper departs from the usual
standards of scholarly form in order to save time and expense in
mimeographing. References are included in the text in parenthesis.

The work of mimeographing, drawing of maps, coloring of plates,
and binding has been done by workers made available by the Works
Progress Administration, District 8, Project #4285.
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NOTES ON THE ETHNOLOGY AND HISTORY OF THE TETON DAKOTA

INTRODUCTION

A century ago a large portion of the high plains country east of
the Rockies was inhaebited by a powerful, nomadic tribe of Indians known
to ethnologists as the Teton Dakota., The wide expanse of territory in-
cluded in what is now South Dakota from the Missouri Valley westward, to-
gether with adjacent areas in Nebraska and Wyoming north of the North
Platte River and smaller portions of southwestern North Dakota and south-
eastern Montana was occupied by the Teton and jealously guarded by them
against encroachment by surrounding hostile tribes,

Over this country moved vast herds of American bison, commonly re-
ferred to as buffalo, feeding upon the luxuriant grasses native to the
high plains region. For the Teton the buffalo constituted the staff of
life, Their mode of life was peculiarly adapted to buffalo hunting.
Their major problems of food, clothing and shelter all looked to the buf-
falo for their solution. To the Teton of a century ago the presence of
the buffalo was naturally taken for granted. This animal seemed to be
as much a part of nature's plan as was the warm sun in summer and the
heavy snows of winter., Up to this time their knowledge of the white man
had been limited to contacts with a relatively small number of explorers,
trappers, and traders. Such contacts were generally mutually satisfactory
and bereficial,

In the years that followed thousands of white emigrants and fortune
hunters passed through the Teton country, killing large numbers of buffa-
lo and driving the remainder further and further from the well-worn emi-
grant trails. The Teton were not slow to recognize the disastrous cultur-
al implications of this destruction of the animal which was so important
to their way of living. They sought to prevent white passage through
their country, first by force of argument, then, finding this of no avail,
they resorted to armed resistance. Force did not solve the problem for
the Teton. It only brought down on their heads large numbers of better
equipped fighting men of the United States Army, while the emigrant trainc
continued to move through the Teton country, and the buffalo continued to
decrease in numbers at a rapid rate. The conflicts between soldiers and
indians in the '60's and '70's were savagely fought by both sides. Final-
ly, with the buffalo nearing extermination, and the possibility of con-
tinuing their old way of life thereby made hopeless, the Teton accepted
the government's proposal to lay down their arms and settle upon reser-
vations as wards of the United States, Here they have remained to the
present day trying to perform the difficult task of adapting themselves
to a new way of life as sedentary agriculturalists or cattle herders.

The o0ld nomadic way of life is gone forever. It exists only in the
memories of a few 0ld men and women of the tribe and in the literature
of the white man. But the story of the Teton in the first three quar-
ters of the nineteenth century remains as fascinating a bit of history
as ever was written.

Today, there may be found within the old Teton country one Nation-
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West of the Mississippi the largest division of Siouan speaking
people was the Dakota, commonly known as the Sioux. The Dakota were di-
vided into seven groups the Mdewakanton, Wahpeton, Wahpekute, Sisseton,
Yankton, Yanktonai, and Teton. The first four comprised the Santee or
Eastern Dakota, who lived in Minnesota in the first half of the nineteenth
sentury, the Yankton and Yanktonai held the eastern portion of South Da-
kota, and the Teton, the largest of the seven groups, occupied the portion
of the Dakota country from the Missouri River westward. Much of the pub-
lished data on the general subject of the Dakota in reality deals only
with the Eastern Dakota whose eulture differed considerably from that of
the Teton. This fact must be kept in mind in connection with research on
the subject of $he Teton Dakota.

The Teton were divided into seven bands: Oglala, Brule, Blackfoot,
Miniconjou, Sans Arc, Two Kettle, and Hunkpapa. These were in turn di-
vided and subdivided into smaller bands or village groups.

(If further information on the identification of the Teton is
desired consult Hodge, Part 2, pp 736-37).

THE ORIGIN AND MIGRATION OF THE TETON

The scattered location of groups of Indians speaking dialects of a
common language (Siouan) at the beginning of the historic period (as in-
dicaeted on Map No. 2) has given rise to considerable speculation on the
origin of these scattered groups. Obviously all of them must be descend-
ed from a common group of Siouan speaking peoples who at one time inhab-
ited a single geographically continuous area. Most serious students of
the problem believe that at one time this ancestral group occupied a con-
tinuous area east of the Mississippi and probably west of the Appalachians.
Bushnell has placed this area in the Ohio Valley with the greater part of
the early Siouan peoples living north of the Ohio id the present states of
Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, while a smaller number were south of the Ohio
in Kentucky and West Virginia (See map No. 3). This must have been sever-
al centuries prior to Columbus' epoch making journey to America in 1492.
At a later, but still prehistoric period, a northwestern movement of the
powerful Iroquoian peoples from west of the Mississippi split the Siouan
peoples into smaller groups, some of them moving eastward and others west-
ward. By the beginning of the sixteenth century the Siouan peoples inhab-
ited several distinct areas some of which were hundreds of miles apart.
(See Map No. 3). The Dakota were then a vart of the northwestern group.

At the beginning of the historic period westward expansion of Algon-
quian peoples, particularly the Chippewa was forcing the Dakota still
further toward the west. When first encountered by whites in the middle
of the 17th century the Dakota were living in the timbered country at the
western end of Lake Superior, in VWisconsin and Minnesota. The pressure
from the Chippewa increased after those Indians acquired firearms from
the whites. Although the Dakota have steadfastly denied it, this pressure
from the east is generally regarded by students of the problems as a
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fstrong factor in the movement of the majority of the Dakota peoples from
the timber out onto the Plains. '

In the vanguard of the westward moving Dakota were the Teton. When
first met by white men the Teton, as the westernmmost division of the Da-
kota, were already leaving the timbered country for the prairie plans
of southwestern Minnesota., Hennepin who met some of them in 1680 placed
them in the neighborhood of Mille Lacs in east central Minnesota. Le=-
Sueur in 1700 found them near the present ManKato in the south central
part of the ststes He was told that at that time they lived entirely by .
the chase on the prairies, resided in lodges of skin which they carried
with them, aend made expert usc of the bow and arrow, (Robinson, 1904,

Pe 46). h

During the succeeding 125 yeurs the Teton pushed gradually west-
ward, always seeking more favorable buffalo hunting grounds, wreosting
the territory from hostile tribes as they proceeded. This.movement weas
facilitatcd by the acquisition of the horse sometime prior to 1742,

The sequence of the Teton movements westward withing the historic”
period was as follows: (1l). Big Stonc Lake between Minncsota and South
Dakota (Robinson, 1904, p 22); (2) Eustorn South Dakota, the valley of
the Sioux and James Rivers (Robinson, 1904, p 23); (3) the Missouri Valley
(Robinson, 1904, p 24); (4) the Black Hills (Mzllery, 1893, p 266); (5)
Eastern Wyoming and south to the North Platte. (Robinson, 1904, p 141).

The movement to the vicinity of Big Sto ne Lake scems to have been
made without serious conflict with other tribes. But the valleys of the
Sioux and James Rivers were only secured after the Omaha had been driven
south of the Missouri. In the course of this migration the Teton lecorncd
of the superior buffaclo hunting grounds west of the Missouri and decided on
a new movement to the favored land. By the middle of thc 18th century
the Teton reached the Missouri Valley, only to find their way blocked by
the Arikara owners of this region. The Missouri Valley was securcd after
a long period of warfare when the Arikara withdrew up the Missouri river
in 1792. The Teton entercd the Black Hills, favorite winter home of the
buffalo, about 1765 and procecded to dispossecss the Cheycnne and Kiowa
whom they found therc, Thc final wcstward movement into Wyoming followed
the defeat of the Crow in 1822-23 by the Teton and Cheyennc.

Shortly after the Teton conquest of the liissouri Velley in 1792 the
Teton turned over their former hunting territory in castern South Dakote”
to their relatives the Yankton Dakota. Since about the yeer 1800 the
true home of the Teton Dakota must be regarded is from the Missouri Valley
westward.

(If further ressarch duata on the origin of the Siouan peoplcs is re-
quired sce loonwuy, 1894; Swanton w«nd Dixon, pp 3C7-389; J. O. Dorsey 1886;
and especiclly Bushnell, 1934. Rotinson is the principal nuthority on the
migrations of the Teton). S



Map No.2

SIOU.N SPoAKTI'G PEOPLIS IN TIIY 17th CINLULY,

AL large portion of the United States east of
the rHockies was occupied by Siouen speaking
peoples at the time of the first white contacte

( Lfter Swenton's doka in Paullin Plate 33).



Map No.3

PREEISTORIC MOVEMENT OF THE SIOUAN SPEAKING PEOPLES.

-] —— Location of the Siouan speaking peoples several centuries
before Columbtus,.

"—_*"’,' Later northeastward movement of Iroquoian peoples.
Location of Siouan speeking peoples at the beginning of

[::] the 16th Century sfter the pzrent group hed been.brckan
up by the moverient of the Iroquoian peoples.

Indicating overlaping area.

( After Bushnell, 1934)
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PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF THE TETON DAKOTA

The Dakota or Sioux Indian has long been regarded by anthropologi.t.
as one of the finest physical types of man. In appearance he is tall : .4
well built, with skin color of reddish chocolate. His face is long,
clear cut, and strong, with eagle nose and prominent cheek bones. The
countenances of many Teton individuals suggest both dignity and poise to
the white observer,

In 1893 a total of 1431 Dakota individuals were observed and meas-
ured under the direction of Franz Boas. Many of these were Teton. The
data obtained was studied by L. R. Sullivan of the American Museum of
Natural History and worked wp for publication in 1920, Although some
data is given for the Teton separately, the Teton average measurements
80 nearly approximate those for the entire Dakota group that we may well
use the more complete data for the Dakota in the brief summary below:

Hair color: almost uniformly black and straight.
Eye color: wusually dark brown to black.

Stature: male: 172.4 cm, average.
female: 160 ecm. average.

Average difference in male and female stature: 12.4 cm.

Rangd in stature: male: 152 cm. to 190 cm.
' female: 146 cm. to 174 cm.

Shoulder width: male: 38.8 cm. average.
female: 35.5 cm. average.

Cephalic index: Male: 79.6 average.
female! 80.5 average.

Comparative data:

Height: The Dakota are esmong the tallest of the American In-
dians among whom the everage stature ranges from 153 em. to 175 cm. They
are exdeeded in stature only by the Maricopa, Creek, Winnebago, Iroquois,
Tlingit, and Bororo outside the Plains, and by the Cheyenne, Arapaho,
Crow, and Omeha of the Plains Indians.

Head form: 1In head form the Dakota sre classified as mesoce-
phalic, their heads being neither extremely long or markedly broad. In
this same classification are 2 large number of other North and South Amer-
ican Indian groups, =among which are the majority of the tribes of the
Pleins, the Eanstern Woodlands, Mackenzie area and a number of tribes in
Southern Californis and Southwestern United States.

(Should more detailed data be desired for an exhibit on the
Teton physical type consult Sullivan's publication. A lerge number of
Teton individusls, both malc nnd female, are portrayed in Densmore's
"Teton Sioux Music").



(6)
Population

For the past century and a helf the Dakota have comprised a large
proportion of the Indizn population of the Great Plains region. In 1780,
on the basis of Mooney's eareful estimate, the Dakota represented over
one-sixth of the entire Plains Indian population. In 1907 they formed
over one-half the total population of the Plains tribes. (Mooney, 1908.
Pe 13). Today the Dakota comprise appoximately one-tenth of the entire
Indian population of the United States:s (based on figures in Annual Re-
port of Secretary of Interior, June 30, 1936). Thé numerical strength
of the Dakotz over the entire period would seem to average nabout 26,000,
See Wissler, 1936 p. 14 for & table giving the best available figures
on the number of the Dakota at various dates since 1780).

The Teton were the most populous of the Dakota divisions, comprising
fully one-half of the entire Dakota population, In 1840 Colin Campbell,
in charge of the trading post at Fort Pierre, estimzted their number at
13,000 (Robinson, 1904, p. 197). Culbertson cstimuted the Teton popula-
tion in 1850 at 2280 lodges, which, computed on the basis of cight pcrsons
to a lodge, gives 2 total of 18,240 (Culbertson, p. 141). Liecut. Warren
gives the figure 14,800 (Warrcn, p. 210) in 1858, und Gen. Stanley lists
12,900 for 1869 (Robinson, p. 391). It appears that the Culbertson fig-
ure is excessive for the date 1850, although the Teton numbercd 18,048
in 1899 (U.S. Statistics of Indicn Tribes. 189¢).

Some data is available on the population of the seven Teton bonds,
But for the carly ycars of the 19th century this information usually
appears in the form of the number of lodges occupied, «nd there is some
diffcrence of opinion as to how meny individunls should be ascribed to
each lodge. The figures do give some idea of the relctive numerical
strength of the bands however. Two such cstimates appe..r beslow together
with later numericcl cstimates:

Bund 1833 1850 1858 1869
Brule 500 lodgcs 500 lodges 3,040 3,000
Ogleala 300 lodges 400 lodges 3,680 2,000
Hunkpapa 150 lodges 320 lodges 2,920 2,000
Blackfoot 220 lodges 450 lodges 1,320 900
Miniconjou 260 lodges 270 lodges 1,600 2,000
Two Kettle 100 lodges 60 lodges 800 1,500
Sans Arc 100 lodges 290 lodges : 1,360 1,500

(The data for 1833 is from Hayden, p. 371; for 1850 from Culbertson,
pe 141; for 1858 from Warren, p. 210; 2nd for 1869 from Robinson, 1904,
Pe 391)0

There secm to be considorable differences in regard to the relative
number of members of the scven bands <s sxprcssed in these estimates.
However, it appecars evident that the Brule :nd Oglale were the largest
bandse.

Stanley also gives some intervsting figures on the numbers of the
various bands remaining hostile to the government in 1869: Miniconjou
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1,600 (or 80%); Oglala 1,500 (75%); Hunkpapa 1,500 (75%); Sans Arc 1,N0C
(67%) ; Brule 800 (27%); Blackfoot 200 (22%), (Robinson, 1904, p. 392).

(Figures on the population of the Teton, by reservations, are ei -n
in the annual reports of the Commissioner of the Indian Affairs from 1:Y:
to the present),

LOCATION OF THE VARIOUS TETON BaNDS

There is great difficulty in locating on the map the distinect habi-
tats of the seven Teton bands prior to their settlement on reservations
in 1876. Early travellers who might have been interested in such matters
largely confined their movements to the two great river valleys, the
Missouri and the Platte, hence their knowledge of the intervening Teton
country was extremely limited. Lewis and Clark in their explorations of
1804-06 contacted three, possibly four Teton bands on the Missouri River;
the Brule on both sides of the Missouri, White and Teton rivers; Oglala
on both sides of the Missouri below the Cheyenne river; Miniconjou on both
sides of the Missouri above the Cheyenne river, and a fourth group which
may possibly have been the Sans Arc futher north on both sides of the
Missouri., The probability is that this was a Yanktonais rather than a
Teton group however. (L. and C. Vol l.pp. 99-101),

The best available description of the location of the separate Teton
bands prior to their settlement on Reservations is given by Hayden who
travelled extensively in the Teton country in 1856, His data is given
below:

Brule - on headwaters of White and Niobrara Rivers, extending down
these rivers about half their length. The Teton river formed their
northern limit,.

Oglala - from Fort Laramie on the Platte, extending northeast, in-
cluding the Black Hills, the sources of the Teton River, and reaching us
low down as the fork of the Cheyenne. They sometimes ranged as far west
as the head of Grand River.

Miniconjou - usually found from Cherry Creek on Cheyenne to
Slender Butte on Grand River.

Two Kettle—~ confine themselves to the Cheyenne and Moreau Rivers,
seldom going higher on the former than the mouth of Cherry Creek, but
passing up and down Cheyenne, Morcau and Grand Rivers,

Hunkpapa, Blackfoot. Sans Arc - occupy nearly the same district, and
are so often encamped near each other and otherwise so connected in their
operations, as scarcely to admit of being treated separately. Their
country lies along the Moreau, Cannonball, Heart and Grand rivers, seldom
extending very high up on Grand River, but of later years reaching to the
Little Missouri.

(Hayden, pp. 372-377)
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(Sec Map No. 4, which is bascd on Huyden's daotae It must be kept in
mind howevor that these areas were in no sensc absolute. There was great
freedom of movement for =11 the groups. War, hunting, and trading partiecs
travelled many miles in and direction conditions would suggest. For ex-
ample, T~21lb ot, with Fremont in 1843, encountercd a war party of Miniconjou
procceding ngalnst the Crow in Swectwater Valley, central Wyoming. (Tal=-
bot, pe. %8). Rofercnces to Oglala cnd Brule movement south of the
Platte are numerous. )

In 1890 the bands were located on the follow1ng resgrvations; in
Nerth and South Dakota:

Oglala: Pine Ridge

Brule: Roscbud znd Lower Brule

Miniconjou: Cheyenne River

Two Kettle: Chcyenne River and Roscb ud

Hunkpapa: Standing Rock
. Blackfoot: Standing Rock and Cheyc¢nne River

Szn Arc: Cheyenne River

(Report of Ues Se Cormissioner of Indian
Affairs, 1850).

More recent reports of the Commissioncr of Indicn Affa 1rs do not
break down the data on the basis of Teton bunds,



Map No. 4

LOCATION OF SUBDIVISIONS OF THE TETON
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE TETON COUNTRY

The country inhabited by the Teton in the nineteenth century is
generally referred to as part of the high plains, This region is char-
acterized by a scarcity of rainfall, cold winters and hot summers, Ther:
are, however, local peculiarities of surface, climate, and plant and an-
imal life that should be understood by anyone concerned with problems in-
volving the mode of life of the Teton Dakota. A brief summary of condi-
tions in the Teton natural environment is given below:

Surface: In the Teton country there is a general land slope from the
Missouri River upward toward the west. In western South Dakota and ex-
tending over western boundary of that state, are the Black Hills ris-
ing above the plains to an altitude of 7,240 ft. (Mt. Harney). There ar:
several summits in the Black Hills over 6,000 ft. in height. None of
them are snow capped in summer,

Extending southwesterly from the Black Hills are many detached spurs
and isolated uplifts which merge together in the region along the upper
North Platte and Laramie rivers. South of the Platte in Wyoming are the
Laramie Mts, with Laramie Peak rising to a height of 10,274 ft. This
peak served as a landmark to overland travellers as it could be seen from
the plains many miles further eastward, In the first half of the nine-
teenth century the local uplifts from the Black Hills to the Laramie Mts.
were all known as the Balck Hills, This fact should be kept in #dnd in
referring to occounts of the early travellers overland by the Platte
Valley route,

South and east of the Black Hills is a stretch of picturesque but
barren country known as the Bad Lands., Here erosion has carved many
freak formations resemblings towers, and grotesque forms in the soft
sandstone, Smaller bad land sections were also to be found in other por-
tions of the Teton country.

Rivers: The two principal rivers in the Teton country are the
Missouri and North Platte. Only the former is navigable. The principal
tributaries flowing into the Missouri from the Teton country west of that
river are, from the south northward, the Niobrara, White, Bad (or Teton),
Moreau, Grand, and Heart rivers. There are no sizeable tributaries enter-
ing the North Platte from the north in the Teton country, The Laramie
River, a tributary from the south, is of importance to the Teton story.
Numerous small streams, some of which are dry during « large part of the
year, may be found in the Teton comntry.

Temperaturé: The average annual temperature of 46 at both Pierre
and Rapid City is rather poor indication of the weather in the Teton cou.
trye The extremes of temperature are significant. In summer, temper-
atures in oxcees of 100 are common, In winter the temperature drops bel.
30 degrees., On the whole the extremes of temperature encountered on tle
plains are net found in the Black Hills, This fact was largely respon: .
ble for the gathering of large herds of buffale in the Black Hills in v
ter during the years when buffalo roamed the western plains.

Rainfall: A scarcity of rainfall is typical of the entire Teton
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area. Less than 20 inches of rainfall a year fall in even the most fave~
ored spots. Yrecipitation in the Black Hills is somewhat greater than
the average annual rainfall of 17 in. recorded for western South Dakota.
But the figure for the plains is slightly lower than that average.

Florags On the plains the predominant plants are grasses, especially
the grama grass and buffalo grass. Along the borders of streams narrow
fringes of cottonwood, willow, and boxelder trees may be founds A consid-
crable variety of wild food plants grew on the plains or in the stream
valleyse.

In thc Black Hills, so namcd by the Indiahs becausc of tho thick
growth of trocos in this aroca, arc fine stands of western yollow pine,
rcd cedar, whitc spruce, ash and other troes.

In tho Bad Lands oven grassos arc searco, growing in small, isolated
clumps, :

Fauna: Tho fauna of thc plains and Bnd Londs arc prineipally species
rcquiring little wnter and thriving on grasses. Of tho plains animtls
the bison s tho largest nnd most importont in the ninctconth centurye.
Othor plcins animnls in the Toton country arc tho antedopc, Plains coyote,
Plains pockot gopher, miecc, prairic dogs, badger, jrickrabbit, skunk, gray
wolf, kit fox, long-tailed terscl, cte.

In tho Bad L~nds worc the antclope, bighorn sheop, mulc door, moun-
tain lion (pumn), gray wolf, coyotc, bobent, groy rabbit, stripod chip-
munk cte,

The Black Hills furnished thec favorite wintor home for tho buffalo,
and the proper habitnt of the vwhite-tniled deor, mount2in lion (puma),
black boor, porcupine, chipmunk, wood-chuck, trood=-rabbit, bobeat, pockot
gophor cte.

In the strcnms and rivers werc be~vor.
(If furthor dnta on tho maturcl cnviromment is dosired sco Vishor,

1918; cnd Chittonden 1935 in nddition to the intcrosting discussion in
Wobb, Chaptor 1l,)
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BUFFALO TO PLAINS INDIAN CULTURE

The Great Plains region lying between the Mississippi River and the
Rocky Mountains and extending from south central Canade almost to the
Gulf of Mexico is often referred to by anthropologists as the "bison
ares", For the many tribes of nomadic or semi-sedentary Indians in this
area, comprising e total population in excess of 55,000, the bison was
the staff of life at the time when the white man first contacted thesc
peoples,

The buffalo range: In pre-Columbian times, and for nearly 300 yearc
after the discovery of America, the buffalo roemed over a wide expansc of
territory stretching from the eastern shores of Lake Eric to northeastori.
Mexico and from the present state of Georgia to Great Slave Lake in North-
western Canada., From north to south its range extended more than 3,600
miles and from east to west over 2,000 miles, The town of Kearney in
south central Nebrasks is considered the center of the bison area ot the
time of its widest extent, but after 1800 until the virtusl extermination
of the bison in 1883 thw: center would be plcced in the Black Hills, the
very heart of the Teton country. (Sec Map No. 5.)

Pecularities of tihe buffalo:. Over the brosd prairies the buffalo
rosmed in large compnct herds, subsisting on the native gresses and re-
quiring little water. This animnl wes slow, cumbersome and stupid in
splte of its size. It lncked both the intelligence to sense ond avoid
danger =2nd the fighting quelities to dcfend itself unless enrsged by
wounds. These cheracteristics of the animal itself must be regerded as
important fectors in the extermination of the bison. (Further data on
the habits of the buffelo, in addition to excellent photographs of the
specics may be found in Hornaday).

Uses of the buffalo: It has been said thet in no other section of
the world has the culture of = people been so strongly moulded by the
presence of a single species of animal as in the Plains of North Americe.
The buffelo not only furnished the Indinns with food, clothing and shel-
ter »~nd meny other articles in their material culture, it held a promi-
nent place in the mythology, religion =nd ceremonial organization of the
plains tribes.

,The buffalo furnished first of 211 food. How much of the animal
would be used for food at any time was largely dependent upon the case
with which the buffalo could bé procured. When buffalo were plentiful
only the choice parts were often eaten, but in times of scarcity sll of
the onimzl but the glends of the neck, sinews, bull's pizzle, horns,
hoofs #nd hair furnished food. (Denig. p. 584).

For clothing the buffslo hide with pelage attached wes used as an
outer wrapper which amply protected the wearer in sub-zero winter weath-
er. Or hides without the hair were worn in warmer periods of thec year.
Moccasins, too, of the importent articles of clothing were of buffalo
hide.

For shelter the nomadic tribes used the tipi, covered with #reased
buffalo hides carefully picced together, throughout the year. The tipi
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was usecd by tho semi-scdontary tribos vhile on buffzlo huntse, Tipis
wcro lined with additional pieccs of buffclo hide to kocp out wind ond
wator. Othor hidos servod &s bod covorings.

To facilitate wator tronsportation, buffclo hidos woro somctimos
strotched ovor o woodon framcwork to form the so-cttlled bull-boat.

Buffalo hido had mnny other uscs. A large variety of containers
of difforecnt sizos, shopoes and usos were made of hido, ineluding the
parfleche, quivors, medicine easos, saddlo bags, pipc bogs, paint bags
otce Tho shield bosc was of fire~hardencd hidec. Ravhidc Twos usod for
binding and hafting.

The sinow from tho large tcndons of thc back and logs was twistoed
for usc as thread, bowstrings, snowshoo woebs, and rope. Many bows were
sinew backod. :

As houschold utensils buffclo horn spoons ~nd ladlos orc uscd.
The intcstines of bladdor sorved os #nter conteinors. Stonc boiling in
buffzlo paunch containors was o common mcthod of cookinge

Hoofs ~nd horns of tho buffrlo wore cut up and mcdo into corcmon-
ial rattles, or used to hold tobacco, modicincs, and gunpotwidore

_ Bones werce usod for tools of wvorious kinds: avls, chiscls, hide
fleshers, scrapors, ~nd point brushos.

The hair vas somotimes twisted into yarn ond braided into bogs,
belts, gartors, leggings, girdles, ropos for tying matorials, in ccro-
monial costumos ns headbands, nocklocos cte., blankots, scddle wadding,
moccasin lining in wintor, haltors for horscs, cdditionnl artificial
hcad-hair cte,

Finally, ovon tho droppings of the buffclo, vworo oxtonsivoly used
by the Indians ns 2 sun-driod fuel, In o country vhorc timber was
scorce those "buffalo chips" were welucblo. Thoy govoe o cloar, hot,
rclativoly smokoloss flame which was o rol advw.ntrnge to wrring Indins,

In tho field of art thc buffalo mrdc a less promincnt contribution.
The buffalo was rarely roprescntcé in thc threc prineipal Plains teehni-
quos - peinting, quillwork, and bondvwork. But buffclo hide motorials
sorved as fieclds for decorction - robes, parfloches, moceasins, shiclds,
tipi covers cte. And sinew for sowing bonds ond attaching quills, bono
point brushos, 2né the gluo sizing usod ir peinting 2ll were furnishod
by the buffalo,

The buffalo strongly influcneed thc immntericl sido of Plains
Indicn lifo., Societies and socsons or months of the yenr were n~mod
after the buffzlo. Tho buffnrlo n~ppcars ~s a favoritc topic in the mytho-
logical animrl ssorics. It wias giver o placo in the Dakot~ rcligious
hiercrchy. Buffrlo calling cecrcmornies ~néd buffelo donces wWerc obseorvode.
Ard mtcrials token from the buffalo were ondovwol with scerod mcaning
when uscd in cercmoninl netivities cnd modicino buncles.
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Influence of the buffalo on occupations: Nothing required the at-
tention of the Plains Indians of both sexes so much as preoccupation
with the buffalo. It was men's work to find and kill the buffalo. It
was women's work to dress the hides and fashion and decorate the greater
part of the objects made of buffalo hides. While we mey look upon buf-
falo hunting as a romantic, exciting form of sport, it was none the less
2 serious business to the Indians. The work of the women was hard and
of long duration.

Historical significance of the buffalo: We have already seen how
the search for favorable hunting grounds influenced the migration of
the Teton., As the number of buffalo diminished, end the distribution
of the herds contracted, this search for buffalo led to many bitter con-
flicts between tribes over hunting grounds. In the nineteenth century
the demand for buffalo hides in the eest and in Europe encouraged ths
Indian trade of the Plains., The period of Indian astrocities and later
open warfare with the whites from 1841 to 1877 wes largely motivated by
the desire on the part of the Indiens to preserve their hunting grounds.
The final settlement of ths Teton on reservetions was only effected af-
ter the number of bison had b ecome too few to permit cf their subsist-
ing by the chase. The Ghost Dance craze of 1890 had os one of its prin-
cipal motives the desire for the return of the buffalo., But it wes then
too late., The great herds were gone forever, and with the extermination
of the bison the o0ld culture was doomed.




(14)
FOODS OF THE T®TON DAKOTA

Within tho historic poriod, but beforc their scttloment on rosecr-
vations tho Toton relied upon wild food for subsistonse. Thoir chief
dependonco on tho buffalo and socondary uso of othor animal foods ond
plant foods arc trnits sharod by thoe other pomadic tribos of the Plains.
They did not practice agriculture cs Aid many of thoir noighbors on the
Missouri, the Pawnec of central Nebraske, and othor semi-scdontary
Plrins tribes. (Soc Map No. 6 showing location of agricultural and
ron-agriculturcl tribos of the Plains.)

ANIMAL FOODS

The buffalo as food: Buffalo moat is juiey, tender, nutritious, di-
gestible nnd has a plecsnnt game tastoe. Whitc trodors, trappors, omi-
gronts, soldiers, and visitors to the Plains loerned to like Buffalo moat
arnd to o2t it in large quantities. Indians consumed unbelicwvablo quan-
titios at a singlc sitting. (An interosting statomont in praisc of
buffalo meat appocrs in Stansbury, pe. 38). The Indian preforonce for
buffalo meat must be rogardod, thorefore, os due to tho quality of tho
meat itself as Tell as the abun@once of tho buffalo in the carly days.

Buffalo mont was enten raw, boiled or roasted; by itsclf or mixed
with othor animnl or plant foods, Donig lists tho parts of the buffalo
caten raw by tho Uppor Missouri tribes: 1liver, kidncys, gristle of snout,
cyos, brains, merrow, manyplies, tosticlos, feet of smtll cclves in em=
bryo, glanés of cclf cnvelope (Donig, p. 58l.) Tho fat buffalo cow was
proforrcd for mcat anc cortoin ports of the animal were rogorded as deli-
coecios - the tongue, toncer-loin, bass, marrow bones an? hump, When
buffale vierc plentiful only thesc porticns worc takcn, the rest boing
left on the ground for the wolves to dovoure. (Stonsbury, pe. 38.) But
in timos of foold shortcoge 2ll ports of the buffalo scve tho glands of
the nock, sinows, bull's pizzlc, horns, hoofs, ond hoir wore oatcn,
(Donig p. 584; Hryden p. 371).

Buffrclo meat was ériod, ~nd mixcd with chokeechorrios or othor
berrics for presorvation for futurc usc. Wwhen pncked in parflceches
this mixture, keown os pormican, would kecep for scveral yoars if
nocessnIy.

Somc favorite mixed Cishes of thc Tctorn in which woricus parts of
the buffalc wore important ingredicnts were: (1) blood boiled with
brains, rosc-buds, and the scerapings of rawhido, until tho wholo assumes
the consistoney of warm gluc; (2) pounded chorries boiled with meat,
sugar ané grocse; (3) prairio turnip boiled with the dried stomach of
thoe buffalo. (Hoyden pe 370).

The dog as food: The dog wns caten by the Teton as a particular
delicacy. Thercfore, it was rescrvod for specinl occasicns. Dog
Tocsts wore given in honor of visiting vhiteo mon on numerous occnsions.
Dog was alsc scrved ot mony doncos. Coatlin wrotc thnat the best ~nd
favorite ‘ogs of thc Toton werc fattonol for enting at thosc feoasts.
Tho dogs Worc heiled and scrvod in wocdon bowls. (Further Cotails on
tho eating of Cogs by the Teton may be found in Lowis and Clark Vol. 1,
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Pe 167 and Vol, 7, p. 64; Catlin Vol., I, pp. 230-231; end Parkmen pp.
186-187) . -

Other animal foods: Many other animels of the Teton region were
eaten boiled or roasted. But little information is aveilable on the do-
tails of the preparation of these foods. Denig lists the animels eatcn
by the Indisns of the Upper Missouri in the middle of the ninetecenth cen-
tury. In addition to the buffelo and dog they are:

antelope badger beaver

elk skunk muskrat

deer rabbit glutton

bear hare lynx

wolf ermine mouse

foxes (red and gray) otter . ground squirrel
porcupine mink water turtle
horse terrepin

mule (Denig, p. 583)

He also lists the birds ecten by the Upper Missouri tribes =t this
period:

crow owl crene
reven duck pelicen
megpie goose small birds of any sort

The eagle wes not eaten, (Denig, p. 583)

Fish: Wissler states that smong the Dakotna, fish "scometimes formed
a considereble part of their winter food, thcough apparently from neces-
sity rather than chcice.," (Wissler 1910, p., 44). This prob=bly rcfers
chiefly tc the Eastern Dakota rether then the Teton. Certeinly fish
were a very minor item in the Teton fcod supply after their movement to
the Missourl Valley and westwsrd.
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BLANT FOODS
i1/ rieo (Lizanic aquoticec):

Although dofinito infcrmrtion is not obtainnble, it scoms probablo
thot in prohistcric times, bcforc thoir moverent out of the timbor onto
the ploins, thoe Tetorn gathored wild rico mueh as thoir rcelatives, the
IEastern Dokete, in more rcecont timos. A dotailo?l, woll illustr~tod ac-
count of wild rico grthoring mny be found in Jonks, "Wild Rico Gnthorers
of the Upper Lokos", This dntn, earofully siftc” to oliminato possiblo
pcst=-contact olemonts, may well bo usodl in cosc it is dosired to show
smicthing of Tcton activitios Quring thoir prc-plnins cxistcnecc.

Sircc thoir migraticn to thc Missouri Valloy 2nd wostw.rd the Tet~n
have mnade use of plant fools of mnny variotios. It should bec br-ught out,
hoiever, thnt the pl-nts useld grow wilc, Ncno of than wore cultivatod by
the Teton.

Plarnt foods fornoed n port of tho Toton Diot throughout the yecar.
This is ospocinlly true of thc groving sozson from spring to foll, but
fool plants wore 2lso dried for wintor eonswypticne Ik periods vhen
buffale torc searce the Toton relied upon wils fruits and odible roots to
provent storvation.

Sc ruch stross haos becnt placod upon tho burfzlo as food that there
1y be ~ tonconey te noglcet plant £-~Cs in rusoun interprototicns of the
Toton story. It wculd be well to bring in tho usc of thosc fecds, as
they for.: an inport~nt anl intogrcl prt of tho story of Toton subsistence.
A nuzber of the most import~nt, but not cll, of the plnt foods uscd by
the Toteon in tho 19th corntury oro “oscribor beloiwr:

Proiric turnip (Psorcloc osculonta):

This s porheps the nost important $lint focd of tho Tcton Lokotae.
The reots worc peoled and cnton raw or beilcds Lorge quantitios wore
driel to ~ugrent the wintoer fcol supily. This plont was foun? ovoryvhore
cn tho high preirios, It was Cug ir Juro ~nd enrly July by weron ~nc
chilarcre The root hns o palatable taste sinilar to that of the bean.
(Haycon pe 369; Gilrorc ppe 92-93).

(Photographs of the rrairic turni: appear in Giliere, Platos 15 oo
16).

Chokochorry (Pacus nnnn, Roarmer):

This plant grow in gront quantitics ir tho Toton country, ~long the
banks of stroans. Tho fruit wos dried, on? ;oundol cr stono i:ortars.
Although sonetires nade irto soup, these chorrics wore more ofton rilxel
with Cricd buffalo-nect ~nd marror-grersc to qnkc ths nutritious sormiiean,
(Hnyaon, pe 370; Giluiore p. 88).

(Photo of o Teton wernn pouning chcokechorrics oproars in Gilnore,
Plcte 13).
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Wild plum (Prunus americana Marsh):

This fruit, which grew abundantly slong the Niobrara snd White
Rivers in the Teton country usually ripened in October. It was eaten
fresh and rew or cooked-es a seuce, or dried for winter use, Women gath-
ered these fruits, sucked out the plum stones, before drying. This
fruit was highly valued by the Teton. (Culbertson, p. 107; Hesyden, p.
270; Gilmore, p. 87).

Buffelo-berry (Lepargyrea Nutt.):

This fruit was eaten fresh in season or dried for winter use, It
was often mede into soup, cr took the plneé of chokecherries in meking
pemmican. (Hayden, p. 370; Gilmors, p. 106). (See illustraticn-in
Gilmore, Plate 20). '

Wild strawberries (Frageria verginiana Buchesne, and F, emericana
Britton!:
The Teton were fond of wild strawberries in their serson, They
were nct numerous enough to be relied upon as s means of support, however,
nor could they be dried for winter use, being toc juicy. (Hryden p. 370;
Gilmore, p. 84).
(See photo of wild strawberries in Gilmcre, Plate 13).

Ground bean (Faleate cosmosa L,.):

This plant grew abundantly in stream valleys, In the fall field mics
gethered large quantities of the rcots fer their winter store. These we..
robbed by the Teton women, whc sometimes secured half a bushel from e
single nest., The besns were bolled with dried burfnlo-meat tc meke »
tasty dish, (Hayden, p. 369; Gilmore p. 95).

(See photo in Gilmore, Plete 18).

Wild rose (Rosa pretincola Greeme):

The seed-vessels of the wild rose, which remeined cn the bush in
winter, were eaten raw or boiled. Although nct very palatible, the wild
rose grew in abundance in Teton territery ond furnished a ready supply of
food in times of scarcity. (Hayden, p. 370; Gilmore, p. 85).

Indian patato (Glycine apios L.):

These tubers were prepared for eating eisher by boiling or ronst¥ing.
(Gilmcre. Pe 94) .

(See photo of plant in Gilmore, plate 17).

Wild Onion (Allium Mutzbile Michx.):
These were either eaten row as a relish or cooked as a flavor for
meet and soup, (Gilmore, p. 71).

Arrowleaf (Sagittaris latifolia Willd.):
The tubers were boiled or roested, (Gilmore, p. 65)
(See photo in Gilmore, Plate 14).

Wild artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus):
This plant, which grew in sbundsnce along the marshy banks cof
rivers, was eaten uncooked, rossted or boiled.

(Hayden, p. 369).
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Eln Cop (Plourotus ulmerius Bull):
This fungus, whon young and tencor —as found tc bo good onting by
the Toton. (Gilnoro, pe -61).

Cottonwood (Populus Scrgontii Dode):
The Teton pecled thce young sprouts o~nd ato tho inner bark bocauso
of its ploasant swoot taste and nutritive valuce. (Gilrorc pe 72).

. The nmothods of gathHoring wild plante were probably siniilar to thosc
in uso anong the Blockfoot (deseribod in Wisslor 1910, ppe 21-22). Thoy
usod the digging stick for tubers and gathero® borrios in ravhide bags
or bcat thom into hides to bo omrtiod into storago bogse

The drying of moat and preparcticn of Pomicnn is doseribod in Wiss-
ler; 1927b, TDe 27-29.

Cocking and Sorving Frode

For broiling, mont wns inpnlol on o stick and eithor hold ovor the
firo or the butt cnd of tho stick buriod irn tho grounc at =2n anglo in
such wiso as to hold the neat cver the firo,.

Boiling in a buffnle prunch or skin vosscl strotched ovor sticks,
using hot steones for hoating s practicclé by thc Teten, chicfly by w7ar
partics. (Wissler, 1910 ». 45. For illustrations of this mcthod os used
ariong tho Blackfoot agrocing in all essonticl fotcils with tho Tetorn roth-
oc¢ see Wisslor, 1910, plate 1).

Howover, iron kottlos obtninc from: tranders wore oorly introduced a-
nong the Totorn. Moxiniliar in 1834, founc that "thoy all gow usc iren
kottlos". (Maxirmilicn Vole. 22 pe. 522).

Food was served in woodon bowls, ncuntain sheop horn ladles were

usc? for dipping, skirming end othor culinary purpeses, buffalo horn spoons
usoC for onting. Wooder spoons or ladles wore c.lso sorctiries usoll, Viss-
ler stntos thet the finest bowls and sncons of the Plains tribes wore ricde
by thc Dakota. (Wisslor 1910, p. 47; 1927b, p. 79; Lowis and Clark Vol.l,
Pe 169 nontion Toton use of spoons of nountnin shoop horn in 1804; Goeod
illustrations of Mendan woolen bewl ~nd horn spoons which rmay bc takon os
rodels ¥or Tcten ones aprocr in Bushnoll 1922, Plntes 41 ond 42).

Tho Teton earried wntor in buffalc or decr prunch contnincrs. This
custom wns noticod as oorly as 1804 by Lowis and Clorke. (Uissler, 1910,
Pe 47; Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, pe 140).

Food of lator poricds,

As the number of buffalo deerecsod. and they beenie norc and nore
Gifficult to find in tho Toton ceountry tho Teton woro faced with the choice
betwoen starvation or coming in to the Agoneioes to receive govermment ra-
tions. Nccessity thus brought the Indians te the Agonciose In the 1860s
the Teton vwcroc able to subsist by reccivins governnont rations =t the
Agencice during the hard wintor rionths, and them, suprlicd with arms and
arrunition, to continuo their froc cxistorec by the chasc urtil tho return
of thc next wintore It ias thc rid exterminntion of the bison that socon
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mede even = periodie reliance on the ehase an impossibilitys As a result
the Teton became willing -to settle on Reservations. This wholescle scte
tlement of the Teton on Reservations took place about 1876.

.When the Teton came in to the Agencies they received rations  which
consisted primerily of besf, corn and flour. They soon became fond of
coffoe; amd sugaer as well. The white man's tcbaeco had long been favor-
ed by thems- Brackett found some of the squaws at the Red Cloud. Agency to
be good ¢offee-mekers in 1876+ (Brackett, pe. 468).

Despite the govermment's efforts through the succeeding yorrs to in<’
terest the Teton Dakota in agricultural pursuits, these Indisns have
never shown much interest in farming.  Even today they prefer the life of
the cowboy to that of the fermer, Mekeel remarkss upon. the modern diet of
a portion of the Teton on:Pine Ridge Reservation in 1931, . "Aside from
horse-~flesh, chokecherries, and garden produce in season, the focd staples
are coffee, the grounds of which ure often used meny times, flour and pork
fat, The flour is éither boiled with chokecherries or vegetsbles or mix-
- ed with water to meke © fried bread." (Mekeek, 1936, p. 10),
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CLOTHING OF THE TETON DAKOTA

The et.vuthing of the Teton withindtho'lhibtoric poriod and until
thoir adoption of whito man's dress in the late years of tho last cch-
tury, was largely made from skin mateorials obtained from animels takcn
in the chaso. Men's dress consistod of the buffalo robe, broech-cloth,
leggings and moccasins with the skin shirt somotimos cdded. Women worc
“the buffalo robo, long skin dress, leggings and moccesins, Dotciled do-
scriptions of tho various articles of dross arc givon beolow:

The Buffclo robe: Tho hide of the buffalo with pelage nttnched sor-
ved Indians of both soxes £s on outor gormont comparablo in' funetion to
our modorn overcoct o topcoct. The hide of the adult buffalo cow, take
on in fall or wintor when tho hair wms long, was prcforrod. Smcller

_robos of buffzlo czlf were worn by children. Thoso Tobcs' Wwero not trim-
mod but rctained tho matural form of the hide as tokon from the decd an-
imal. In wintor robes woro worn with the hair next to tho -bodys In
warmer wonther they were revorsed. In cithor cose the gorment wos wrap-
poed around ‘the body~of tho' wehrer horizontally with the hond of thc ani-
m2l at his lcft, *

Those robes worc often (but not nlways) dcecorated with geomotric or
pictographic pnintod dosigns, or «iith quilled decorztions. Bended dosigns
on robecs 1rc VOry rare. (Sce scetion on QOcorativc art).

Men's Dresse

Breoch-cloth: Doubt has been oxprosscd ns to whothor thoe brecch-
cloth was worn by the Plains Indizns before contact with white traders.
Eithor 2 kilt or no covering of the privotc parts may have becn the custom
in prohistorie timocs, (Wissler, 1910, p. 153). In thec nincteenth con-
tury thc breocch-cloth of scft docr-skin or trader's cloth was usod. Lowis
and Clerk saw o Toeton war porty —ho' were doscribed as "noked excopt for
the brocch cleth', in 1804‘(Lc'1s cnd Cl-.rk. Vol. l, p. 202)s The cloth
was passod bctvocn thc legs and under the ravhide string or belt worn a-
bout thc wiist, with onds honging lcosc nt front znd back.

Moceasins:, Teton mocensins worc gonorclly of the hard solod throc
piocc vr.ricty (deseribed P. 140 ~nd figured Fig. 83 of Wisslory 1910)4
(Tho lncing i1s illustrcted in figs 100 of the scme scurce)l locensins
worc decornted trith quillvork or beadwerk desigrs. (Sco Wissler, 1927a
Tor pattorns of moceasin docor~tisns). (Illustrotions of deoeorated Da-
kota mocensins mny bo Tourd in uiscler, 1902a).

Logzings: Hkon worc legiings of skirn, closcly fitting tho log, ox-
tending from moceasins to erateh on the inside and higher on tho outside
of the lcg, nttachod to the bclt -t the tope Thc vertiesl scam on the
outcidc of the leg wus oftcn ornmerted with ravhide fringe or quilled
strip., (Beodimer's drawing of = westorn Drkots horso roce in Miximilian's
Atlas, Pl-tc 30, shows the Toton legging to advont ge).

Shirts: Mor usuclly “cnt noked fron the wist up snve for ths buffa-
1z rob< cuter gorment. The typicl men's shirt o poncke type wns worn
largsly for Gresseup ocensions rathor than for gorcercl wear. (Scc iWiss-
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ler 1910, pp. 135-36). The shirt was made of two whole skins of the
mountain sheep or other ruminant; frequently painted in two ground col-
ors, bearing heraldic devices, and ornamented with rawhide fringes,
quilled strips or haire. (For details of construction of the shirt togeth-
er with illustrations see Wissler, 1915a; for description of shirt decor-
ations see Wissler, 1916, ppe 102-104, Illustrations of beaded shirts
appear on Plate LII and fig., 95 of Wissler, 1902a).

Some old Plains Indian shirts bearing quilled and painted decrationms,
collected by Catlin in the 1830s, of unknown tribal origin, but possibly
Teton are illustrated in Krieger, 1928, Plate 29.

During the Ghost-~dance excitement of 1890 the Teton made use of
shirts decrated with protective designs believed to render them bullet-
proof. Such shirts were usually of cloth, fringed with rawhide and cover-
ed with painted designse (See Wissler, 1907b pp. 31-40, with illustra-
tions; also Mooney, 1897 for description and use with illustrations Plate
XCIII).

Hair dress: The Teton devoted much attention to their hair. Wiss-
ler was told that the old people of the Teton belived that men's hair
was at one time cut close or shaved at the sides leaving ridges or tufts
on top. (Wissler, 1910 p. 152), Nineteenth century data indicates that
long hair was the style, with artificial huir sometimes added to secure
yet greater length, Maximilian describes the Teton man's hairdress in
1834:

"These Indians let their hair grow as long as possible,
and plait it behind in & long tail, which is ornamented with
round pieces of brass, and often hangs down to a great length,
as among the Chinese, Muny of the Dakotas have three such
tails, onc behind and one at each side, for the Indians on
the Upper Missouri take much pride in long hair, whereas those
in the country lower down the river, cut it shorg."

(Maximilian Vol 22 p. 325),

(See illustrations in Maximilien's Atlas Plates 41, 45, and 44. ).

Feathers: Although the wearing of eagle feathers in the hair and
the use of the picturesque feather bonnet were Teton traits, the number
and orientation of feathers was not o matter of personal choise, Fezth-
ers served as symbols of war honors, and such their use was strictly
regulaeteds The feather bonnet was a high and rare honor. (See warefurec.
this paper, for a more detailed discussion of feather ornaments),

Face and body painting: Teton men puinted their fuces and bodies,
but information on this subject is scarce, There seems to be a close
connection between some tymes of face and body painting and war honors.
(See warefare, this paper)., Women also puinted their fuces. Special
paints were used for cercmoniecs,

Illustrations of men's dress: The costume of Western Dakota men of
the 18308 is illustrated in Catlin 1876, Vol, 1. Plates 91, 92 and 93;
and in Maximilicn's Atlas Plates 41, 44, and 45, An illustration of a
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whrror's costumc of somovhrt 1lntor dntc appecrs in Kriogor, 1928, Plate
20,

Womon's Costumo.

Dress: Next to the buffale robe, the largest article of Teton wom-
en's costumo wns thc long, slocvcless dress mnde of two skins of tho deer,
antclope, or olk, cnd fringed with rawhico at sices and bottome Tho To-
ton wemen's dreoss had o ecpe attached which was charccteristically hoov-
ily boaded, The dross foll wecll belew tho knoos so that the cut fringo
noorly touched the ground, (Sco deseription in Wissler, 1915z, ond illus=-
tration of typical woman's dress in Wisslor, 1902 Platc KLV).

Moccasins: Women's mocensins worc similar to mon's, of the hard
solcd varicty with quillod or bocdod decorations. (Sce mon's moceasins).

Loggings: Womon's leggings werc short, cxtoenéing from the ankle to
the knce and confinel by hido gortors. They wore decorate? with quilled
or beaded Gosigns. (Sec illustrantion in Wissler 1902a Platc Ll1).

Bolts: Womon were rawhide belts ot the waist which were oftcn
studdec with mectal doeorctions,

Heir dress: Toton vwomen worc their hair parted in tho middle with
broids falling ot cithor sicdo. (Scc Wisslor, 1927 p. 48, an? Maximilian's
Atles, Ploto 42). Tho port was ofton painted with vormilione

Ear Orncmepnts: Strings of shell worc worn from the ears. These ox-
tondol somotimes as for os the waistline. (Uiissler, 1927b, pe. 35).

Tllustrctions of women's costumos  The costune of Wiestorn Dakota
women of the 1830s is illustrcted in Catlin, 1876, 7Vol. 1. Plates 94 and
95; anC Maximilian's Atlns Plntos 42 an? 44, Dross of somowhat lotor
period is shown in Wissler 1927. p. 48, an’ Kricger 1928, Plotc 27.

Chiléron's Dross.

Young chilérer ent nckeld ~r worc only the brecch eloth. (Sce Max-
imilian's Atlas, Plote 44). As thoy grow sldor childreon wore dresscl in
minicture man's or woman's costuwaic eenrding to the scex of the woaror,
(Beoded girl's drosscs orc shown in Wisslor, 19022, Plote XLIV).

Dress of ILator Pcriods,

The whitc tracder introducod crtieles used for clothing by tho Teton.
Chief among thosc worc thc blankct and 2 kind of cheap cloth kno™m cs
strouding used for mrking shirts or dresscs, Talbot montionod that some
ot tho Tcton womon scen neur Ft., Loranie in 1843 vworc "eloth garments®
(Talbet, pe 32). It scems, however, thot on the vhole tho tracde blanket
and cloth shirts and Cressos werc nct commenly worrn by the Teton until
animnl hides beeame difficult to sccure. (Cloth Ghost Shirts worn in
1890 arc illustrated in Mocnoy 1897 cné Wisslor 1907; & Brulc women's
drcss of bluc strouding is shown in Wisslor, 1915a, fige. 21). The hoav-
ily beccded vest worn by Tcton mon scerss alsc to hive been & lote nine-
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teenth century innovation. (See illustration Wissler, 1902z, Plates LVI).

Brackett described the. Teton dress s seen by him at Red Cloud Agen-
¢y in 1876,° (Brackett, p. 4869). . At thot time the buffalo robe, men's
. shirt, and wOmLh's~dress of skin, and mo¢casins were still much in evi-
'dence. But - blue trade blankets, black hats, wnd a variety of silver und
brass orncments obtained from the whites were also worn by some Indians.

The Teton were slow to adopt white mrn's dress after their settlement
on reservations. The Commissioher's Report for 1880 indieates thot less
‘then one-third of: the Teton wore white mun's clothing. . 1390. about
one~hzlf of the Teton ‘were still but purtislly ¢lothed 1n citizen's cloth-
ing. It Wwas not until after 1900 thut all the Teton~hud adopted complete
citizén's dress.

Téday Teﬁbn'men generally wezr 0vsréll ﬁréﬁqers und & éhirt. Women
weer simple czlico dresses of their own muke end shawls, M1§sionary gifts
or old army supplies help provide werm winter clothing. (Mckeel, 1936+ .pe
10) . .
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HOMES OF THE TETON DAKOTA,

Within tho historic poriod tho Toton rosicoé in conioccl tents con-
sisting of. v framoviork of poles ovor which = byffnlo hide esver wms
strotchod, This’ ty'po of structuro, knowmp ns tho tipi, wcs usc? by all
tho nomdic tribos of''tlb Plnins cs o yeor rcun’ hone. Tho crse .4th
vhich it coul” bc tckon dowm, tronspertoed, and sot -up agein in 2 now lo-
catisn mnde it poculinrly well efaptod to tho nigratory lifc of tho Toton.:

Prohistoric Habitations, -

It is proboble that whilo éwelling in the timborod country beforo
their migration nsut onto tho Plairns the Toton inhab:ltoe structurcs simi-
lar to the Contrcl Algonquicn housos of moro reeont tines, mc‘.o of, polo
frasovwork covorod wWith mts or bar. (Bushnoll, 1922 p. 44).° Whon Lo
Sueur not tho' Teton in 1700, howover, they werc ~lrocly using skin covor-
ed lo ges which thay crrrioc with them ns: thoy tievod about.. . (Robinson,
1904, P» 48). :

Tho Tipio

The tipi was mnde, oroctoc, takon dotm and transportod by woricn. It
was ovnod by thc woncn whe reosidoec in it. A iwre detailed doseription of
tho tipi follovs:

Tipi polos:= Tho lodgepolo pinc (Pinus Murr:yonc Oreg. Cor:) or spruce
worc used for ncking tipl polos. Thoy: tiorc cut Jdown with knives or hatch-
ets, tho bark pceled ¢f f, clleowed to Iry =nd harden in tho sur boforc uso,
(Parkmon, p. 240; Gilomere, pe. 230).

Buffalo hido cover: The cover wos rede of &rcsscd buffalo hidos fit-
tod togother nn? sowvm with sinow. Tho pattorr of & Blackf~ot tipi eoaver
sinilar in shapc tc twe native-rndo Teton tipi minlels describo by VWissler
is figurod p. 103 of Wisslor, 1910, Tho number of skins usol vnriccd,
Maxinilian stated thrt 14 skins werc usuclly usod in 1834 (Moxi:ilisn Vel,
22, p. 327). Stansbury rennrks thot o very large tipi scen in on Oglala
village nenr Ft, Laranie in 1850 wrs nado of 2B..skins strotched ovor 24
poles forning o tent 30 foect ir dinntor on the ground ~nd 35 fte. in
hoight. It was uscd o8 © tracdor's lolgo, ond hcrnee abnermnlly largce
(St2nsbury, p. 255).

Tipi ecvors werc sorictiries Cecorated with printed dosigns. (Sec dce-
orctive «rt, this popor).

Tipi coors: Tho dcers of two Toton tipi milels menticnod by Wissler
arc of skin sheped by a U of bent willowe (Wwissler, 1910, p. 109).

Tipi cars: On cither sico of the smoke n0lc % the top =rc tie flaps
or "Ears"™ which couls be moved to rogulnto the crurso of the sincke as the
wincé shifted. These flaps ~rc kept in plcec by tiie pclos outside the
tipi whkeh fit intc pcekects at tho corners of the ears ot their upper
onéds. (Vissler, 1910, p. 109).

Pegs: Thec lowor ofgos of the tipi werc usunlly held 2ovm by woodon
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pegs driven into the ground ot & distance of about two feet. In the
high plains are found circles of stones which wre believed to have been
used to hold down the edges of tipis in winter. Mathews saw such stones
used by Dakotas in 1866. (Lewis, 1899).

Erqction of the tipi: The Teton used the three pole foundation in
erecting the tipi. Wissler describes the erection of a Teton tipi as he
observed it:

"The cover of the tipi is laid out, folded in half and three poles
laid upon it; two parallel znd the other crossing between them ut the
proper place, This is so that the proper height of the crossing mny bo
tekene These poles are tied at the crossing by the end of e lonmg
strap or théng. When set up, these poles form & tripod, one leg of
which is to be on the left side of the doore The two rear legs of the
tripod are nesrer together thun they are to the foreward legs Poles
are then laid in, on the left of the door pole und then on the right,.
Two turns of the cord are made by walking around the poles twice (us=-
ually to the right) and the end tied down to the forward leg of the
tripod. The rear poles are now put in places The pole for the cover
is often the longest snd mcy bear & sculp-lock at the end. The cover
is tied to this and raised in place, after which the cover is pinned
above the door and staked downe The poles are so adjusted that the
back of the tipi is usually steeper then the front...Among the Teton.es
the ecnd of the cord is often fastened to a steke in the center of the
tipi to prevent the wind from overturning the structure.”" (Wissler,
1910 pe 111).

The Teton tie used in binding the threc foundation poles at the top
is illustrated fig. 69, pe 113 of Wissler, 1910.

Illustrations: Illustrations of Teton tipis zs seen in 1834 appear
in Maximilian's Atlas Plute 44, Tipis seen in 1870 are shown in the pho-
tograph Plate 5, Bushnell, 1922, Other Indian tipis at For% Laramie in
1868 (which mey be Teton) are shown in photogrephs Plate 24, Bushnell,
1922,

Further dutc of value on the Plains tipi appear in Wissler, 1910;
and ppe. 758-59, Part 2, of Hodge).

Tipi Furnishingse

The interior of the Teton tipl has not been well deseribed but we
may infer that it was similar to thet of ncighboring Plains tribes amn
whom there is grect similsrity. A ground plan of a Blackfoot tipi &ap-
peers in Wissler, 1910, fige 64. Description of the Cheyenne tipi i--
terior may be found in Grinnell, 1924, pp. 224-235.

The lodge lining: A curtain of pieces of buffzlo hide sewn togeth:r,
extended from the ground upward for zbout 3% ft., was tied to the tipi
poles at the top by rcwhide thongse This curtzin served to keep out
the druught, znd cny weter that might come in from the top of the tipi,
These linings were often docorated with geometric or pictographic puint-
ingse (See decorutive crt).
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Firc an¢ fireo mnking: Tho firo pit was in tho center of the tipi
directly below the smoke holec, Oveor it the paunch or kettle was suppert-
ol on a tripoed. (Scc illustration of Toton tripod with paunch for stonc
boiling. Hough, Platc 11).

Firc was originclly nade with the palm drill but onc of the first
matorials introduccd by tradors wcro bits of stocl for fire making. Tho
Incicns soon {iscarded the olé firo moking imploments in favor of the
£flint and stcol mothod. Gilmorc ricntions the usc of & firec drill nnde
fron tho yuececa glauea os & tomporary riothod of fire nnking by the Toton.
(Gilmoro, . 71, and illustration Plato 8).

Bedss "Thoerc worc cormonly 3 beds or soats ono ot oach side oné one
at the back cf the tipi, each consisting of o long platform covercd with
o sort of mt of light willow rods, over rhich worc thrown buffalc robes
or blankots". (Hodge, Part 2, p. 759; illustration Part 1, p. 477).

Storage: Sufficiont room romnincd in the tipi for storage of the lim-
itc@ nunber of houschold and porsoncl offocts carrioc. by the nomadie Toton.
In adliticn, outside tho lolge near the Zoor & tripod of slonder polos
cbout 10 ft. long wes sct up on which wero hung thc werrior's bow and
quiver, his laonce, shicld ond nedieino casce, (Maximilian Vel. 22, p. 322;
Stansbury, n. 45). :

Sholtor of Later Yoors.

As the buffale beenie senrec tiris of earvas matericl obtained from
the vhite ecrie into usc. This chonge tock plcee about 1870, Brackett
saw both eanvas and buffale hide tiris at Red Cloud cgeney in 1876,
(Brackott, pe 467). The canves tiri romcined in usc for nany yoors. As
& surmer rosiconce it still finds fover ameng nony Plains tribese

Aftor thoir scttlomont on roscrvoticns in the 1870s the government
‘encouragel the Indians to build houses of log or frarnc construction. The
Teton werc slcw to ~opt this new forr: of rcsidcenee howover. Fror the '
Corrissicnor's Reports we may infor from the dzt~ on heousc building and
housc ocecupaney listed thot o ecnsiderable portion of the Teton 2id not
live in houscs until c.bout the year 1890.

Mckocl, in his stuly of the Toton of whito Clay district in 1931,
found 154 houses of vwhich "14 arc frore ~nd two-roomed; 133 arc log and
rostly one-roomned; 3 are a ccrbination of log ani franc; 4 arc crude
shacks (built and loft by formor white rentees for surmer residence while
tending crops). For roofs 86 of thesc housos have carth, 62 ~ro shingled,
ané 6 arc tor-papored., Booard flooring is 1cid in 110 houscs, while 44
have dirt floors". (Mckecl, 1936, pe 10). His ¢~ta on tho furrishings of
133 familics indicates an avorcge cf 2.4 beds per foiily (2lmost all Cou-
ble), 2.7 chairs per f~nily (mony houscs hive bonchos), one seving machine
to evory 1.3 fonmilies, ond one tire piecc (alam: eclock or watch) to every
1.8 fanilics. (Mockeol, 1938, 2. 10).

Tho Sweat Housce.

A spocinl structurc uscd for hygionie trcatront, ond purification in
connection with rcligious rites ~nd cerovionics was the sweat hcusce This
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phenomenon was both old and widespread among the Indianse It has been
also slow to disappear among reservation Indians, Mekeel found an aver-
age of one sweat lodge to every 22 families in existence on Pine Ridge
Reservation in the White Clay district in 1931, (Mekeel, 1936, p. 10).

Mooney gives a detailed description of the construction and use of
the Teton sweat-house:

"The sweat-house is a small circular framework of willow branches

driven into the ground and bent over and brought together at the top
in such a way that when covered with blankets or buffalo robes the
structure forms a diminutive round-top tipi just high enough to en-
able several persons to sit or to stand in a stooping posture inside.
The doorway faces the east, as is the rule in Indian structures, and
at the distance of a few feet in front of the doorway is a small mound
of earth, on which is placed a buffalo skull, with the head turned es
if looking into the lodge. The earth of which the mound is formed is
tcken from a hole dug in the center of the lodge. Neaur the sweathouse,
on the outside, there is frequently a tall sacrifice pole, from the top
of which are hung strips of bright-colored cloth, packages of tobacco,
or other offerings to the deity invoked by the devotee on any particular
occasions A

Fresh bundles of the fragrant wild sage are strewn upon the ground
inside of the sweuthouse, and a fire is kindled outside a short dis-
tance away. In this fire stones are heated by the medicine-mmn, and
when all is ready the patient or devotee, stripped to the breech-cloth,
enters the sweathouse. The stones are then handed in to him by the
priests by means of two forked sticks, cut especially for the purpose,
and with two other forked sticks he puts the stones into the hole al-
ready mentioned as having bsen dug in the center of the lodge. Water
is then passed in to him, which he pours over the hot stones until the
whole interior is filled with steam; the blankets are pulled tight to
close every opening, and he sits in this aboriginal Turkish bath until
his naked body is dripping with perspiration. During this tim= the
doctors outside are doing their part in the wuy of praying to the gods
and keeping up the supply of hot stoncs and water until in their esti-
mation he has been sufficiently purified, physicelly or morully, when he
emerges and resumes his clothing, sometimes first checking the perspira-
tion end inducing & reaction by a plunge into the neighboring stream".
(Mooney, 1897, pp. 822-23),

An illustration showing the willow foundatfon of a Teton sweat-
house and the adjacent sacrifice pole uppears in Mooney 1897, Plate XCIV,

Another structure, temporary in charucter, but of great importance
in Teton culture, was the Sun Duance Lodgee (See section of this paper
dealing with the Sun Dancee.
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TRANSPORTATION

In the migratory life of the Teton prior to their settlement on
reservations great stress was placed upon rapid and efficient means of
transportation. The Teton travelled by land rather than water and their
methods were adjusted to movements on foot or horseback. Heavy burdens
were carried on the travoisl iater transportation was weakly developed.

The dog travois: Before the Teton acquired the horse, the dog
was their only beast of burden. Maximilian describes the dogs of the
Teton as large and strong, differing little from the wolf, save that the
tail was more turned up. Some were wolf color, others black, white, or
spotted black and white. (Maximilien, Vol. 22, p. 310).

The travois, on which the lead was carried, was an ingenious
arrangement consisting of two poles about 15 ft. in length (Catlin's
estimate, Vol. 1, p. 44), lashed together with sinew at one end, resting
at an angle over the dog's neck, and fastened securely to the animal by
means of a simple harness, while the other ends of the poles, spread out
in a V shape, dragged on the ground behind. About midway between the
poles was a netted crosspiece, which was usually oval in shape. (This
type of travois is illustrated ot the top puge 34, Visslor, 1927b.
(Kurz's drewing of a Plains dog harnessed to ¢ travois, showing detail
of harness appears in Bushnell, 1922 Plate 26). The tipi cover was fold-
ed into a compact bundle ~nd securely tied to the netted crosspiece with
with ravhide. On top of it were plcced nrticles of household equipment.
After the acquisition of the horse, the dog trivois was not cbandoned,
but as o rule only the lighter articles were carried on it.

For a detailed description of the dog travois in use s seen a-
mong the Gglala in 1849 see Stonsbury, pp. 46-47. For an earlier de-
scription see Cctlin Vol. 1, pnge 45, ~nd Plate on page 45 Vol. 1,
Pageont of Americc. '

Horse Transportation.

The horse is so closely ~ssocinted with the Indi~ns of the Plains

in the popular imngination thot it mny be somewhat of a surprise to some
museum visitors to learn that the Indicns had no horses in prehistoric
times. Vie know that horses werc not seen by the American Indi~ns until
Sponish explorers ~ppecred on this continent in the carly yexrs of the
sixteonth century. The first horses to come into the h~nnds of the Plains
tribes were stroys or abandoned nnimals from the Sponish exploring expe-
ditions into the Southern Plains which begcn in 1540, Thence the horse
spread northward. So rapid was this diffusion of the horse that mony
tribes had obtcoined horses before they were first met by white men. (See

ap No. 7 giving d~tes of first mention of horses ~mong the various Plains
tribes). :

The Teton appear to have secured the horse some time between 1700
and 1742 (Wissler, 1914, p. 5) or, in terms of Teton history, "about the
time that the emigration from the timber began" (Robinson, p. 28). The
acquisition of the horse wns 2 great boon to this nomndic tribe. It
mecnt that hunting could be pursued over - wider area, and gome could be
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secured with much less difficulty.

By the nineteenth century the Teton possessed large numbers of
horses. But there was always a lively demand for more, Horses could
then be acquired in one of four ways: by catching wild horses on the
prairies, by trade, gift, or by stealing them from enemy tribes and la-
ter white emigrants,

Catching wild horses was an exciting and dangerous sport favors :
ed by the young men of the tribe. Hayden describes an expedition of the
Brule:

-"Every summer, excursions were made by the ysung men into
the Platte and Arkansas country, in quest of w1ld horses, which
- abounded there at. the time in large numbers. Theirmmode of catch-
ing ‘them was by surrounding them, ” and running them down on their
hérses. Teaking positions-at different points, they pursued. them
wfrom one to the other, until they became so fatigued as to be
lassoed, after .which they were thrown down, bridled . and packed
or rode by these .fearless ¢avaliers. ~Often 40 or 60 of these wild
horses were brought home us the rusult of a single expedition,”
(Hayden, Pe 372)s-

The Indians were fine judeges of horses and keen horse traders.
The gifts of a good horse was always keenly appreciated. Horses were a-
mong the few valuable possessions of the Teton, and he who possessed a
largs number of them was considered wealthy.

Horse stealing was one of the pr1ncibul motives for warfare he-
tween the tribes. So long as the animals vere takep from the enemy the
theft of horses was considersd pralsevortzy. Expedltlons set out on
foqt for the purpose of steullng horsee from onemy canps.- It was a -dan-
gerous undertaklna which ‘aften led tq pxpodltlons of revenge on. the, part
of the cnemy. (See section on warfare, tﬂlu DADPET) .

The horse travois: The horse travois is similar in principle
but somewhat different in detail than-the dog travois. The tipi poles
were bound together with rawhide into two bunches which were tied on
either side of the horse with a rOpe of rawhide ‘passong in front of the
saddle in such a way that the upper ends of the poles rested about the
anjimal's shoulders. . The netted oval framework of the horse. travo$s was
sometimes surmounted by a light wiokel canopy open on one.side  and cov-
ered with a buffulo robe. . (Ses the Choyenne travois Plate 14, Bushnell,
19g2, Q1milar to that described for Oglala seen in 1849, Stunébury )
Do 46) The horse travois noét only. tranooorted houqehold equipment but
it also was used to carry the aged, sick, wounded, chlldren, or women
who tired of walking. A modification of the trayvois: used for.carrying
the infiirm is deseribed in. Hodge,. Part 2. p. .803)..

The native horseman @nd his riding gezr: -The Teton were cxcellent
horse trainers and riders, learning to ride at & tender age and spending
much time om horsebacks Gen. Crook marveled at the fact thut the Teton
warrior's horses were so well tralned thut they could. be left. to graze
nesr their masters whem they were diswounted without fesr of the animal's
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running away. (De Land, 1930, p. 294). No shelters were used for
horses. They were lerft to graze in the open, on the native grasses,
Young oottonﬁooﬂ brcnches wWere somotimes the horaes as n .delicney.
(Gilmore, ps 72).

It should be noted that Indi~ns of the Pl:ins mounted their
horses from the right side which is the opposite to the customnry meth-
od of mounting used by whites,

The Ploins Indicns used & minirum of riding gecr the essential
elements of which were taken over from the Spaniards, and simplified to
suit their needs,

Saddles: Two types of scddles were, used (1) the pad snddle,
simply ‘< ‘bog of soft skin stuffed with hmir ar only soft gnteri"ls (see
1llustrotion, 47, Wisslery- 1915b, Tig. 8) cpd (2) the frome saddlé, oon-
sisting of .two.parallel ﬂoodon.side bura, supporting t7o forked or howe
ed uprights (pbmmel ~nd.cantle) ‘betreen whi'ch. is suspopded o hommock-like
seat mode of o broud band of hido. The side b~rs of Teton szddles were
decidedly curved (following pattern fig. 3b in uissler, 1915b). Pommel
and cantle were often identiecal in shope. Some pommels were horn shaped
with hooks in front for the quirt, or they might be Y ‘shoped. (See illus-
trotion fig. 2, Wiissler, 1915b. This is .o Shoshoni frame scddle but
much like thnt, of the Teton). '

The pnd saddle is usuclly reg:rded os. o man's gnddle -nd the
frnme scddle ~s o womnn's, But women sometimes used the pd saddle ~nd
men used -~ low-bowed frame saddle with pommel and ccntle rising fully
18 inches, (Parkmon, p. 84).

Stirrups: Stirrups were of bent Wwood, covered With buffclo hidee
(See illustration fig. 13, Wissler, 1915b. Usually however the stirrup
straps are tied with no devices for raising or lowerinz them). . 45 a
rule saddles had stirrups,

Cinch: A single cinch wos used, so cdjusted =~-to bear upon the
middle of the scddle. It was usually of hide but sometimas of uoven
hair. (See Wissler, 1915b)..

. Saddle blankets: Saddle blnnkets were of buffnlo hide which in
the case of men's use were usually plain. omen aﬁqﬁg'the Dakota some-
times used a highly ornamented saddle blanket. (See illustration, fig.
18, Wissler 1015b).

Saddle bags: The Teton used pcired saddle bogs of bugg:lo skin.
See illustrction, fig. 18, Wissler, 1915b).

Cruppers: The crupper wos used by mony D.Xkota“women. It wos
often decorated with -painted designs. ‘(See illustr .tion of cerupper in
Wissler, 1915b. While not Daokota, it is represent:tive of the general
Plcins type).

urs: In the ecrly doys spurs werc probgb;y not used by the
Plcins Indicns, Metel spurs vicre sometimes obt .ined fror. traders,
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(See illustrations in Wissler, 1915b).

Bridles: The Indians used no bit, and seldom a bridle or halter,
The horse was controlled by a cord looped zbout the horse's lower jawe
Catlin stated this was generally used "to stop rather than guide the
horse". (Catlin, 1876, Vole l. De 252. See also Wissler, 1915b).

.Ropés_.and.lasse: For tethering horses, ropes of buffale hide or
braided cords of hair or thongs were used., The lasse used to catch wild
horses is described by Catlin zs "a long thong of rawhide of ten or fif-
teen yards)in length, mede of several braids or twists." (Catlin, Vol.
l. p. 253),. :

ggirts. The whip was a wooden or amntler handled quirt with leath-
er lash and leather wrist holder. The quirt was carried about the right
wrist. (Description in Catlin, Vol. 1. p. 237; illustrations Plates 99;
illustration of Blzckfoot whip similar to that used by the Teton in Wiss-
ler, 1915b, fig. 23, left).

A fine drawing, mzde between 1832-34, of a Plains Indien on horse-
back showing some ef the details of the equipment, appears in Maximili:zn's
Atles plate 19,

Horse races were a favorite sport among the Teton, and one by which
they could test the speed of their best mounts. Maximilian's Plate 30
shows a Western Dakeota horse race. The riders are barebsck or use only
a hide saddle with no stirrups.

In hunting the buffalo & simple pad only is shown in Bodmer's draw-
ing (Meximilian's Atlas, Plate 64), There is no indication of stirrups.

In the 1840s the Teton began to scquire mules from emigrunts along
the overlend trasil either by trade or theft. Parkmon mentions that the
Oglala had mules in 1846, end Stansbury found them possessing "a good many
excellent mules" in 1850, (Parkmcn, p. 85; Stensbury p. 257).

Mzny fine illustrations of Indians on horseback appear in the draw-
ings and puaintings of Frederic Remington and Charles Russell,

After their settlement on reservetions the Teton continued to
raise large numbers of horses und mules., The Commissioner's Report for
1900 indicates that over 50,008horses and mules were raised on the var-
ious Teton reservations at that time.

The Teton's great love of life on horseback has survived to the
present day. The cowboy's life is his idezle He dearly loves rodeos
and conversation about horses. (Mekeel, 19344 pPpe 5-=7)e

Snowshoes: We know that snowshoes were used by some of the
northern Plcins tribes in winter, but the extent to which they were used
by the Teton, if at all, is not clear. The pattern of a Plains Indian
snowshoe is illustrated in Maximilian's Atlas, Plate 54.

The bull -~ bost: The bull-bout wus a framework of wood over which
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a buffalo hide cover wi.s stretched. It was used tc some extent by the
Western Dokotc women to transport themselves nnd their household goods
over rivers. (McGee, p. 172). But it wcs not so cormonly used as it
was by the village Indicns on the Upper Missouri. (A good illustration
of on Hidrtsa bull-boat,and paddle appecrs in Bushnell, 1922, Plnte 35).

¢ Men, women, and children were generclly good swirmers,
(McGee, p. 172).

Cradles: Infnnts were corried in crcdles by the Teton. Maxirmilian
in 1934 described them as ornarmented boards to which the infants rere
fastened with brocd leathern straps, one passing over the head, and the
other over the niddle of the body. The cradle being entirely covered
with porcupine quill decorction. Mason, in his monogroph on Indian
crodles quotes Catlints description for the Sioux. (Mason 1887, ppe. 200-.
203; illustrntions of Oglals eradle p. 200 ~nd cld Sioux cradle p. 2023
see 0lso illustrations in Krieger, 1928, Plote 27; Wissler 1902a, fig.
79; Sydow, Plato X1X). Hond deforrmation was unknown to the Teton.

Transporteoticn of Later Periods,.

After their settlement on reservations the faorm vmgon secured
fron the Government begnn to take the place of the picturesque travois
of tho nomndie dnys for enrrying loads.

At the present time there are many automcbiles in use, Mekeel's
statistieal studies of the White Clay eormunity reveal that there was one
autonebile to every 4,1 frrmilies in 1931, Almost all of these tvore mod-
el T Fords. (Mekeel, 1936, p. 10).

K512 3k o %k A KRR A% MR K B X
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WEAPONS USF¥ IN HUNTING sND WAREFARE

The bow and arrow, lance, club cnd stone knife were native Teton
weaponse However, firenrms and metal knives were introduced by traders:
et an early datee TFor defense the Teton warrior carried a buffalo hide,
circular sheilds .

The bow and arrow

The most useful native Teton weepen, wheather for,war or the chase,
was the bow and arrow, 'in the use of which they were most proficiemnt. Ie
Sueur found the Teton to be expert bowmen in 1700, (Robinson, 1904, pe
53)e This weapon remeined the favorite for hunting buffalo until sfter
the middle of the nineteenth century. One old Teton preferrcd his bow
and arrow to the improved rifles of 1881 in the buffalo hunts In war-
fare the bow und arrow.was never really superseded By firearms until
breach loading rifles were secured by the Teton inm the '60s,

Bews: Teton bows were of two kinds (1) the self, or one piece bow
ahd (2) the compound ‘bow, mede of two or more pieces carefully Joined to-
gether. Self bows were most comménly of ‘ash, a wood native to the Teton
country. - The 9sage oraenge bow was highly favored, but this wood had te
be obtained in trede from natives on the Arkensas River, (Gilmore, pe
108; Mason 1893 Ps 640, 644; Stending Bear 1931, p. 20), Most self bows
had a double curve, and were relatively short to facilitate their use on
horsebacke, Threc and one half feet is & good length for a Teton bow,
(See 1llustrations in Mason 1893, Flates 83, 84 &nd 85),

Compound bows prob:bly first came into. use beccuse of a scercity
of good wood for making one piece bows. Teton compound bows ware prin-
cipally of buffalo or mountein sheep horn, with piecees carefully fitted
together and the joints wrcppéd with buckskin (luter sometimes flannel).
Mason calls the cbmpound bows of the Sioux "the most beautlful compouhd
bows of any savage tribes", (Mason 1895 Do 642. (See illustretions
in Mason, 1893, Plate 82),

Nﬁny Teton bows were sinew bickede Bow strings were made of twist-
ed sinew,

. Arrows: Teton Lbrow shafts were of ash of ather. hard wood approx-
jmetely 25 in. in length, fecthered with three, etgle fouthers and’ pos-
sessed of « cﬁarﬂcterlstlo fish~tailéd nock, at the end, ., Shafts were
grooved, mlrked with lightning furrows, and banded with‘from one to phree
stripes near the nocks The points were attuched with glue from the
buffelo snd sinewe. '

originally Teton arrowheads were of stone or bone. But points
of these*materisls were early replaced by metal ones of iron secured
from white traders.‘ Mason, writing in 1893, was very suspicious of the
authentlclty of uny so-~ctlled Sioux stone arrowheads. Nevertheless, I,
Allén, @ pioncer resident of Montzna, gives a detailed description’ of °
the oboriginal method of making stone and bone points, 'should suchrdata
be desireé for museum ‘interpretation, (quoted 4in’ Meson, 1893, pp, 672-

73)
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" However, the typical nineteenth ventury Teton arrowhoad would
be an iron one. Parkman, describing the Oglala weapornis of 1846, men-
tions only iron arrowpoints. (Parkman, p. 180). letal points varied
in size and-shape. (See illustrations of metal pointed arrows in Mason,
1893 Plates 47, 83 and 85; some stone pointed arrows of doubtful authen-
ticity are shown or Plate 46).

There are many references to the fact that sillful hunters,
armed With a strong bow, could shoot a metal ti:;:ed arrov completely
through the body of a buffalo, .

Arrow release: Teton hunters or warriors in the aect of shooting
the boiwr and arrow should be using the so-called terticry release. (Il-
lustrated, p. 93 of Hodge, Part 1).

Quivers &nd bow-caeses: Both bow and arrovis Tere ecurried in hide
cases when aot in use. The quivers were usually of bufialo hide or otter
skir. Bow cases were sepcrate from quivers but attiched to them. Arrow
eases measurc around 26 incaes in length cnd bov cases 42 ir. DBoth were
ornamented with cut fringes, and sometimos fur, quilled or boaded deco-
rations. (Sec illustreticns in Mceson 1893, Plates 83, 84, 85). Tho quiv-
er Vias slung over the loft shoulder by & sLin strap, and hung at the bzek
of the wearer, )

The l nce.

The speay or lance is probebly the cldest of the wewpons of the
Americon Indicns. Within the historic pericd the Pl ins Indinns used
the lcnce for hunting the burlf:lo on lLorsebrcek cor fighting the clrse
quarters from the ncunted wmosition. As = rule hunting lvnees had short-
er, hecvicr peints th:n those used in Tare. (Hodge, ¥ rt 1, pe 755).
Mounted worriers earricd the luree in ~ddition to thac bow ~nd .rrovs
rather thon in placo of them. Such lunces were wi.Go ¢f long shofis of
hord wood (Culbertscn, pe. 100, rem'rks thit those seen by him ir 1850
wore "nlmost ten fect long"), tir—ed --ith stone, ~nd later ircn points,
As wns the cose with ~rrov neints, ir.n repicced st me lanceherds =t on
early dnte. crkman renti.ns only ir:n peints on the 1lmuices of Oplala
warriors seen in 1846, (P rkmon, pp. 180, 142). Lonces were ornrment-
ed with colcred feathers, long serl -iccis, or bits of eclired clcthe
(Culbertsor, p. 100;é Porkrin Pe 142),

Cgtlin 1llustrates ty; ienl met-. sointed 1lmnces used in the north-
ern Plcins in the 1830s on Plnje 18. {catlin, 1876, Vol. 1).

The ™mr clube.

Clubs used in combat ~t clcse qu.rters vere, under ~boriginzl con-
ditions, stcrne hended. The club.with stone b~ll nexd wrapped in buffalo
hide w~s used by the Deketas (Wissler 1910, r. 163 ondg fiz. 103). Wood-
en hondled clubs fitted with metcl hetds cr o wet~l srike were early in-
tpoduced by fur traders. (These ty-es wWere seer by Catlin in 1832 and
illustrated by him, Vol. 1, 1876, Pl-te 99, figs. d,¢,f; ses tlso the
iron headed tomnhawk in the hnnd of the WesterL Doketa mon on Plate 41
of Maxirilian's Atlas).
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Knives,

Knives were used in hunting for skinning and cutting up the slain
tnimels. In werfare they serwed for scalping the enemy, or occhsionully
u8 weapons in hund to hund combet. Although sboriginclly of stone, metal
knives of Europesn make were truded to the Indians at amn e.urly date, and
remained fuvorite articles of trzde for muny ycurs. Men carried their
knives in guyly decorated ceses attached to the belt. Women wore their
knives in wide belts of lecther ornumented with dbruss ncils. (Brockett,
pe 469). (Cutlin, Plate 99, figs &, b illustrutes metsl knives of the
type seen by him in 1832; Meximilian's Atlus Plete 54, shows = knife case
of the same period; u number of Dakote bewdcd knife ccses are shown in
Wissler, 1902z, Plate XLIX).

Fireurms

Although the Teton acquired firearms «t =« later Zate than the
tribes further east, they were crmed with rifles beforc muny of their
neighbors on the Pluins to the north cnd west, Trudeau found the other
Missouri River tribes to the north fezrful of the "Sioux nstions"™ in 1794
becruse the Sioux had firearms und they did not. (Trudecu, pe 455).
Lewis and Clark remarked that the Teton men seen by them in 1804 were
"budly armed with fusees" (mutchlocks)e (Lewis und Clark, p. 165. Vols
1l). Many of the Missouri River Indicns illustrated in Maximilien's At-
las are shown carrying firearms, the detcils of which are fairly well
indicated,

The 0ld muzzle loaded, however, never displaced the bow and arrow
for hunting buffulo or in mounted wurefure. The difficulty of reloading
on horseback was a detriment to its offifient use. The mounted mun
carried the muzzle losder in zddition to the bow ~nd arrow if at all,
(Its use thus is indiccted in Parkman's deseription p. 153). For hunt-
ing smaller geme on foot «nd in wurefure afoot the muzzle loader was most
useful. (Denige. p. 555).

Muzzle loaders were furnished the Indicns by the government for
use in hunting geme from circea 1835 to the 1860s. They were either flint -
lock or cap lock, «:nd varied consilercbly in both ealibre und burrel
length. (Rifles of this type are illustrated und described in Suwyer,
Plate 7, fig. 1 and p. 55).

The Indians took very poor cure of their guns. After u period of
use they often becuame rusty end broken., Sometimes the broken pieces
were tied with rawhide in an effort to mend theme (Sec SAwyer, pe 56,
znd illustretion of broken gun mended with rawhide, Plate 7, fige 2)e

In the middle sixties the Teton began to acquire breach losding
rifles. Some of them were acquired from unprincipled traiers, others
teken from fullen scldiers in the Indian Wars, and still others were
obteained direetly from the government. The Interior Depertment furnished
the Teton with rifles znd ammuniticn for hunting, which were in turn
used by the warriors in their battles with Uy S. troops. (De Land, 1930,
pe 193 )e It is known thet Henry rifles, Spencer and Winchester carbines
were obtuined by Indiun werriors prior to the Wagon Box Fight in 1867,
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(Birgo, p. 191, Dc Land, 1930 pr. 150, 166, 193). Dodgo considored this
battle ns o transition period, vhen few Indians hrd ccquired the breach
loader, but nfter which time the use of this tyse of rifle w~s mcre eonm-
mone Charles King is authority for the statement that by sumor of 1876
"nine cut of ten of the warricrs kn'wn to bo c¢n the warpath had the mngné
gine rifle", (quoted in De L~ud, 1930, p. 317).

The irmortence of the introduction of the breach loading rifle,
single shct or repenter, con hardly be overempjhasized. With the broneh-
leader the mounted worrior could load and fire from his horse with pere
fect ense. Gen. Crook has stated his opirion thnt the mounted Indian
worrior with the breach-loader and metallie cartridges was rmeh super-
ior in marksranship to the soldier used cgainst him in the Indian Wars
of the ?60s and '70s. The ncunted Indian could kill a moving wolf while
riding at full speed, but the troorer was lucky if he could hit a mount-
ed Indian even though the soldier stood flat on the ground. (De Land,
Pe 293), This shows the trained army man's respect for the Indian war-
riors of the periocd who were largely Teton and Cheyenne.

Less information is availcble on the use of pistols by the Tetons
While a few may have been trzded to the Indians at ecrlier periods the
pistol was not in cormon use until the Indian Wars of the decade 186777,
Chcrles King states thet by 1877 the warriors ccrried, as a rule, "two
revolvers - Colt's Novy preferred.” (quoted in De Land, 1930, p. 318).

It should be kept in rmind thot the use of even the rost up=te-
date repeating rifles did not mocan tho dise~rd of the irore prinitive
forms of weapois. The bow and crrows, lmnce «nd wr club ere ~lso used
by the Teton.to cdv~ntoge in the Indicn Wors. (De Lund, 1930, ppe 188,
88, 95, 153, 158). o

 Shiolds.

The Tetor did not wear arrior. Their sole defonsive wocpon ws the
thick-buffilo~hide shield, earriocd on thé left corm by a sirrle buekskin
straps The shield consisted of fire~hordened buff~lo hide bose, covered
with & drossod buffnlo, olk or doerskin, the edges of which werc chnrace
teristically borderod with ocgle feathorss Shiclds averaged ~becut 17 in.
~in diameter. They rfurrished adequate protection against lances or clubs,
but could not withstand. the pewer of bullets from irproved firearms, How-
over, even in the carly doys the shield owvmer relied for protection on
‘the mystic dosign pairted on the cover rather than the thickness of tho
hide itself. And for this reason shieclds were nct ab-ndored during the
.Indicn Wars of the '60s arnd '70s. (Menticn of tho use of the shiold at
the Wegon Box Fight, August 1867 appoars in De Lond, 1930, p. 158),

Actual shioclds of buffzlo hido are roreoly found in ruscus eslloce
tions, but native-nnde shiold nodels cro common. 4 dotailed discussion
of the Dokota shield rny be found in Wissler, 1907b, (Illustrations of
'shields cppenr in Cotlin, Moxinilion, Gisslor, 1907b, and Holl, 1926b).

A detailed.dcscrifti;n of the rnking of ~ Tetor shield Thich _
night serve Tor the basis of ~n iliustroti-n of this ~eétivity apponrs
in Catlin, Vol, 1, pe.241),
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HUNTING METHODS

The two most important activities of the Teton men were fighting
and huntinge. During the period of the fur trade still greater emphasis
was placed upon the securing of large numbers of suitable animals pelts
to exchange with white traders for their many useful or ornamental trade
to moke periodiec hunting excursions as long as game was available,

Hunting the Buffalo

Teton hunting activities were largely concerned with the taking
of the buffalo. Their methods of hunting this animal were numerous, in=-
genious, and devastatingly effective, It is not known what methods were
preferred by the Teton prior to their acquisition of the horse but they
probably had knowledge of several methods, both individual and communal:

(1)s Stalking the buffalo afoot: Prebably the oldest method of
bison hunting known to the American Indians was that of dispatching the
animal with a spear thrown from an atlatl, or spear thrower. This was
probably the favorite method employed by Folsom man in hunting the now
extinct species of bison. Later the bow and arrow came into use., We
may distinguish three varieties of individual or collective hunting a-
foot with spear or bow and arrow:

ae By surprising the buffalo besides @ skream or water hole
a group of hunters afoot could readily kill several animals with their
native weapons.

be Indien hunters, bow and arrow in hand, approach the buffa-~
lo on hands and knees disguised with wolf skins over their heads and backs,
and when close enough to the herd to get accurate shots they rise and with
dispatch kill &s many animals as possible before the herd tekes fright,
Catlin describes this method used by the Missouri River tribes in 1832,
end illustrates the method (Catlin, Voles 1, 1876, p. 254 and Plate 110).
The snimal pelt disguise was widely used in hunting in native North
America, Le Moyne, the French artist, pictures the use of a deerskin dis-
guise used by Florida Indians in hunting deer as early as 1563, (See
Dengler, Plate 2).

ce Catlin found that The One Horn, a Miniconjou chief, met
in 1832, was proud of the fact that he could run down & buffalo on foot
and kill him with the bow and arrow, This method of tracking the buffa-
lo may have been more common among the Teton before they secured the
horses (Catlin, Vole 1. pe 211).

(2)s Winter hunting on snowshoes: Catlin describes a method of
winter hunting by which Indians on snowshoes drive the buffale into deep
drifts from which they are unable to excape, and kill them with the lance
or bow and arrow. Only the robes were usually taken when this method was
used. (See Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 253 and illustration Plate 109, or Horna-
day pe 484 and Plate XVIII in which Catlin's description and peintings are
reprinted). Catlin himself never saw this method in use.
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(3)e Grass burning: 4 method of group hunting used by the East-
ern Dakota in more recent times, and probably also by the Teton before
they secured the horse, is that of burning the grass surrounding a herd
of buffalo, preventing their escape through the flames and killing all
the animals within the burning circle. Perrot's description of this
method as observed in the early years of the eighteenth century is quot~
ed in wissler 1927b, p. 24. (Mentioned for the Santee Dakote in Wissler
1910, p. 50).

(4). Impounding: A method of securing the buffalo by driving
them into enclosures is known to have been used by several northern
Plains tribes in the early days. It undoubtedly dates back to the pre-
horse period. This method as seen among the Assiniboine prior to 1776

"is described in detail by the elder Henry, p. 286. iissler states that
the Teton Dakota practiced some form of the impounding method. (Wiss-
ler, 1927b, p. 23).

(5). Drivimg over cliffs: Another method of buffalo hunting which
probably dates back to the pre-horse period is that of decoying them and
driving them over cliffs, It is described by Lewis and Clark, reprint-
ed in Hornaday, pp. 483-484. 1In the Teton country west of thc Missouri
there are several sites where this method is said to have been used in
the nineteenth century. The Chugwater, a stream in southwestern Wwyoming
is said to have acquired its picturesque name from this method of hunting
practiced there. (Guernsey, p. 182).

It is certain, thercfore, that before the Teton secured horses
they did not want for varied and effective methods of hunting the buffalo.
In fact some of them, (grass burning, impounding, and driving over cliffs)
were even wasteful in the extreme.

After the acquisition of the horse most of these early methods
were discarded in favor of hunting on horseback. The method of driving
buffalo over cliffs continued in use. Two principal methods of buffalo
hunting on horseback were practiced:

(6). The surround: As thc name impliecs the mounted hunters encir-
cled a herd of buffalo and rode round it killing off the animals with
the lance, bow and arrow or rifle as they rode, until a large number, or
even the entire herd were destroyed. This method is described in Catlin
Vol. 1, pp. 199-201) and by Stansbury, p. 257, who witnessed its use:by
the Oglala in the fall of 1850. (See also Hornaday pp. 480-483 with re-
print of Catlin's description and illustration Flste ZVIII).

(7). The individual hunt on horseback: i most exciting method of
buffalo hunting was that of singling out an animal and riding it down on
horseback, approaching from the right side and killing with lznce, bow
and arrow or rifle. This is the method most often pictured by white ar-
tists. It was most thrilling and hence the method favored by vhite
sportsmen., (3ee Hornzaday, pp. 470 ff).

_In setting out on a buffalo hunt the Indian hunter rode an in-
ferior animal, leading his swift buffalo horse by a rope. When buffalo
were sighted he mounted the fresh steed, which was usually covered with
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a buffalo robe rather than a saddles The rider himself usually wore
only breech cloth and mocceasins, carried his bow in the left hand, his
quirt around his right wrist and his quiver across his back, leaving
his right hand free for handling and discharging the arrows,

Buffalo were skinned, and the meat cut into convenient sizes for
packing on horseback, where the dead animal happened to fell, (The method
of skinning, cutting up the animal and packing it i1s described in Dens-~
more, ppe 443-444),

The communal buffalo hunt was & well organized undertaking with a
recognized procedure to be followed. Very complete descriptions of the
Teton buffale hunt may be found in Densmore, pp. 436-47; and T. Le Riggs,
entire,

The Extermination of the Buffale,

It should be emphesized that the fact that the Indians found uses
for nearly every part of the animal does not mean that they were always
deeply concerned with the conservation of the buffalo. When buffalo
were scarce, it is true, they made good use of nearly all of every ani-
mal, But when buffele were more numerous the Indians were often extreme-
ly wastefuls Not only did they kill more animals than they had use for
by grass burning, impounding, driving over cliffs or in the surround, but
they frequently killed for the tasty tongues or useful hides alone, leavig
ing the remainder of the animals untouched., Catlin was told of a party
of Teton near Ft. Pierre who, in the spring of 1832, took 1,400 buffalo
tongues in a few hours without bothering to remove a single hide, (Cat-
lin Vol. 1, pe. 256). The Indian's preference for the female buffalo was
also extremely destructive,

The Indian's wasteful hunting practices, therefore, must be re-
garded as playing an important pert in the final extermination of the
buffalos White men began to predict the end of the buffalo as esrly as
1820, It is of interest to note that George Catlin suggcsted that in
order to preserve the buffalo and the Plains Indians as well, the entire
Plains)region should be declared a national Park. (Catlin, Vol. 1,

Pe 261)

However, no conservation progrem was ever set up and as result the
range and number of the buffealo eontinued to dwindle, By 1883 the buffa-
lo as a wild animal was no longer to be found in the northern Plains.

For o very complete and able description of the white man's parit
in the extermination of the buffalo see Hornaday, 1887.

Hunting of other Animals,

There is little available information on the method used by the
Teton in hunting other animals and birds. Judging from data on the Chey-
enne, close neighbors of the Teton who had many traits of material cul-
ture in common, we may surmise that the deer was generally hunted with
bow and arrow, elk were caught with rawhide snares or driven over cliffs,
mountain sheep were caught insnares or pitfalls, wolves and foxes were
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taken in pitfalls, and antelope were driven into enclosed pits. (Sce
detailed data on the Cheyenne hunting methods in Grinnell, 1924, pp.273-
299).

Hayden describes the Brule method of driving the antelope in the
broken country near the source of White River:

"The animals being surrounded by several hundred pcople,
are driven through some gap in the hills, beyond which is a
perpendicular dcscent of many feet, inclosed around the base
with logs and brush, raised to a sufficient height to prevent
them from jumping over, The antelope once through the gap or
pass, cannot recede, and the pressure of those from behind
forces those in front over the descent, the rear being follow-
up quickly by the pursuers". (Hayden, pe. 373).

The Cheyenne method of catching eagles by hand from a specially
constructed pit was followed by the Teton. The mcthod (together with a
drawing of the pit) is described in Grinnell, 1924, pp. 299-308).

Flshlng .
Standing Bear states that boys caught fish with a bit of raw

buffalo meat tied to the end of a horsehair line, or with a willow pole
the end of which was looped. (Standing Bear, 1931, pp. 65-67).
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WAREF ARE

The most. certain way for a Teton man to win the admiration and
respect: of his fellows was by the preformance of brave deeds in war.

The Teton have been considered along with the Cheyenne as the most dar-
ing and-capable worriors of the northern Pluinse.

Enemies and friends of the Teton: We have seen that in their
successive migrations westward in the eighteenth and ezrly nineteenth
centuries the Teton wrested territory from the Omcha, Arikara, Crow,
Kiowa and Cheyenne, Their principal enemies in the nineteenth century
were the Arikara, Mzndan, Ponea, Pawnee, Crow and Shoshoni. Their rela-
tions with the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and the other Dakota groups during this
period were on the whole friendlys Nothing like a binding agreement al-
lied these tribes, however, They aided onc another in war only as mutu=-
al interests were involveds As the years passed the ecomomic interests
of the Teton grew further and futher apart from those of the E sterm
Dakota and closer to those of the Cheyenne und Arapzho. This is evidenc-
ed by the Teton's refusul to sid the Eastern Dakota in their 1862 up-
rising, whereas they united with the Northern Cheyenne &nd Northern Ara-
paho in the wars against the whites from 1866 to 1877, During the con=
flicts of the '60s and 70s the Indian enemies of the Teton were genera-
11y friendly to the whites. (See Map Koe 8)e

Motives for warcfare: The Teton went to war to extend or protect
their hunting grounds, esnd to obtain horses. These seem to have been
their principal motives for fighting so far as motives were needed. The
fzct that glory was to be won in buttle was itself a great encouragement,
and little futher cause was necessary to send the Teton into battle a-
gainst any wandering partics of Pawnee, Crow or Shoshonl they might meet,

The conduct of war: War expeditions were individual or tribal.

In the latter the tribe zcted as ¢ unit. In cither case the parties werc
well organized before setting oute If securing horses was the objective
the wezrriors set out on foot carring extre moccasins, «nd psrhaps cook-
ing utensils and medicines., Boys were sometimes taken slong to do the
cooking =znd preform menial task for the warriors, ut the same time learn-
ing the art of war. All celebrations were saved until the return of the
warriors, then, if successful, the sculp dance (See dancing, this paper)
wus preformed. For detsiled descriptions of the conduct of war partics’
soe Densmore, pps 332-418, end illustrations, Plates 44, 48, 49, 50, 51,

52, @1; also Talbot ppe 38-39,

Scalping: Scalps were tsken, but the number of sculps obtained by
a warrior was not considered of his prowess in war. Scalping
was painful but not necessarily fatale Thc scalp was taken by grasping
the hair on the crown of the head with the left hund and passing the
knife around it through the skin, taking o piece of skin with the hair,
It was not a gunuine scazlp unless it showed the crown of the head where
the hair divides and radiates from the center. Scalp locks, as distinct
from the scalp, consist of other pieces of hair. These were used to orna-
ment seams of shirts, leggings etce (See Catlin, Vol. l. pe 238, and
Plate 101; Densmore Plate 52 shows a scalpe



(42)

War Honors: Wwar honors were highly prized, and graded according
to the degree of bravery shown by the warrior. Thus, to touch a live
enemy was considered a great deed whereas to tuke the scalp of a fallen
cnemy who might even have been killed by some other warrior was of no
great consequence., The successful warrior rccited his war-honors at
later gatherings, wore feathers or face paint, &nd painted his buffalo
robe and/or tipi cover to objectively indicate his brave deeds. His
fellows saw to it that he did not lay claim to more or greater honors
than had been justly ocarned.

Meximilian describes the system of regulating wearing of feathers
by Teton warriors in 1834:

"He who in the sight of the adversaries, touches a slain
or a living enemy, places a feather horizontally in his hair for
this exploit. They look upon this as a very distinguished act,
for meny are oftcn killed in the attempt, before the object is
attained. He who kills an enemy by & blow with his fist sticks
a feather upright in his hair, If the encmy is killed with a
musket, a small picce of wood is put in the hair, which is in-
tended to reprcsent a ramrod, If a warrior is distinguished
by many deeds, he has a right to wear thc great feather-cap,
with ox-horns...whoever first discovers the enemy, and gives
notice to his comradecs of their approach, is allowed to wear a
small feather, which is stripped, except towards the top...He
who takes & prisoner wears a particular bracelet." (Maximilian
Vol. 22, pp. 323, 326; see illustrations p. 323).

This description differs somewhat from the information securcd
from old members of the Teton some eighty ycers later by Densmore:

"It was said that if & party of wurriors attackcd the
enemy and killed several men, the first wurrior who killed an
enemy had a right to wcar the "bleck facc paint"; thus many of
the war songs contain the words "the bluck fiuce paint I scek",
This paint was worn by the man in the dances which followcd his
return from war. Usually it covcred only “hec fuce, although a
man might paoint his ¢ntire body if he so desireds The sccond
warrior to kill an cunemy might "strikc the encmy", for doing
which hc might, on his return, let his hair hang loose, but not
paint his face., The time for continuing this practice wvaried
according to the individual, but was usually about & month,.

If a war party defeated the ¢ncemy without loss to themselves,
it was pcrmitted to the first four who killed enemies, and also
to their women rclatives, to use the black fuce paint. In such
an event special songs would be sung, and at any large gather-
ing these four men would appear, the tribe considering them all
to bce equally entitled to the honor of using the black paint.

If e.man had killed &n enemy without injury to himself he
was entitled to wear a feather ercet at the bzck of his head.
If he killed two or more he could wear ¢ corrusponding numbcr

of feathcrs, but the cnemies must have been killed in the saue
battle. If he succecded in striking an encmy he could wear a
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corresponding number of feathers, but the enemies must have been
killed in the same battle. If he succeeded in striking an enemy he
could wear a feather horizontally at the beck of his heads Four
men)could "count coup” by striking the same enemy. (Densmore, p.
359) % : '

Coup was counted by touching the victim with a sticke Coup
sticks were notched to denote the number of coups counted., (Mall~-
ery, 1893. pe. 227),

The black puint was seen in use by Teton warriors by Lewis and
Clerk in 1804 (Lewis and Clark, Vol, 1, pe 166) and Parkman in 1846
(Parkman pe l04).

The feather bonnet was described by Maximilian from his observa-
tions in 1834:

"This cap composed of eagle's feathers, which are fastened
to a long strip of red cloth, hanging Gown the back, is highly
valued by &ll the tribes of the Missouri, «nd they never purt
with it exdept for = good horse." (Maximilisn, Vol. 22. p. 323)e

Brackett gives «n almost identical description of fcather bonnets
seen at Red Cloud Agency in 1876 (Brackett, pe 669)s Tulbot and Park-
man saw Mineconjou znd Oglala warriors in feathers bonnets in the '40s.
(Talbot, pe 39; Parkman, pe 142). (A good photo of = Tetun feather
bennet uppears in Densmore, Plate 50)s In the Wild West shows of a lat-
er period the feather bonnet became so common ss to lose all mesninge.
Asresult its peculiar sinificance is not realized by the public to=-
daye This bonnet was most cheracteristic of the Dakota in the old days,
today we find Indians cll over the country assuming feather Ronnets on
dress occasions, at rodeos etcs

Parkman gives some fine descriptions of the dress and equipment
of Oglala worriors seen by him in 1846 (Parkman, pp. 84, 142, 153),

Last intertribual confdict: What has been termed the last intertri-
bal Indian conflict in this countey wus fought between o party of some
1200 Teton warriors (Brule and Oglslsa) and a buffalo hunting party of 400
Pawnee (of which only 250 were men) on Auge. 5, 1873, in what has simece
been known as Massacre Canyon in southwestern Nebraska. The Pawnce were
badly beaten with & loss of more than 200, but only after = brave and
stubborn resistence,

This battle is described in detwil with illustrations of sitec and
participants in the Nebruske History Mzgzzines Vol. XVI. Noe 36 1936,
It would mcke a fine subject for « striking painting for museum use,

Wears with the whites: Although the Teton begen to herrass travel-
lers on the Overland Prail through Nebroska and Wyoming in the '40s their
first conflict with U.Se trocps was in 1854 when Lieut. Grattcn and men
were massacred east of Fort Larumiec. . There followed pzriods of inter-
mittent peace and bitter warefare until th: settlement of the Teton on
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reservations was completed in 1877, (See section on history, this paper) .
Again in 1890 as a result of the ®Bhost Dance excitement, the
Teton met the whites in the Battle of Wounded Knee on Pine Ridge Reser-

vations This marks the end of an era, the last Indian-white warfare in
America, (See section on history, this paper).
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WORK IN HIDES

It was woman's work to dress the hides and to make znd decorate
nearly all the many articles of hide materials used by the Teton. A
women's worth wes to o considerzble degree dependent upon her ability
to dress skins. Especially was this true during the period of the fur
trade when large numbers of robes were needed to exchange with the white
trader for the many articles desired by the Indians.

Skin Dressing

Hides were dressed in the open air, for sunshine was deemed necess-
ary for best results. Women dressed several hides at a time. As soon
as possible after the skin was taken from the dead animal it was pegged
out on the ground, hair side down, and the work of dressing began. The
general order of processes followed by the Plains tribes was as follows:

(1) Fleshing: All particles of flesh, fat and muscular tissue ad-
hering to the inner surface of the hide were hacked off with a sharp,
toothed instrument originelly of bone, later fitted with iron teeth or
entirely of iron, with a strap attached to the handlec fitting around the
woman's wrist to give increased power to the movement. (Described for
the Teton by Maximilien who saw this work in 1834, Vol. 22. pp. 309; 322;
instruments pictured in ¥issler, 1927b, p. 64).

(2) Scraping: After the hide had been left in the sun to cure for
several days, it was scraped to an even thickness with an adze-shaped tool
having an antler or wonden handle to which a blade of stone, later iron,
was bound with rawhide. (See pictures of instruments in Wissler, 1927b,
p. 63. Mason lists two Sioux specimens one 14} in. long, the other 12 in.
both of antler, Mason 1889. b». 589).

If the hide was intended for & robes only the inner side was scraped,
if to be used for bags, tipi covers ete. it was turned over and the hair
scraped off.

(3) Braining: A mixture of cooked brains, fat and liver of the buffa-
lo was rubbed into the hide with the hands and smooth stones. (Meaximilian
mentions the use of pumice stones by the Teton in 1834, Vol. 22. p. 322).

The hide wus then souked in water ovsr night.

(4) Stripping: The Lide wus then stretched out on a wooden frame or
again on the ground and ths surplus brains und moisturc removed with a
straight edged tool resembling & hoe blude.

(5) Graining: After the hide had dried it wus gone over with a
rough piece of buffelo bone to remove all irrsgularitics in the surface.
(A Sioux graining tool of irom is illustrated in Mason, 1889. Plate XC.
fige. 4).

(6) Softening: Finally the skin was softened by pulling it over a
line, backwards and forwcrds to make it pliable. Maximiliasn sew this pro-
cess among the Taton in 1834, (Muximilian Vol. 22, p. 322).
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For detailed description of Plains skin dressing processes in
general see Hodge, Part 2. pp. 591-593; Wissler, 1927b, pD. 59-66; Mas-
on, 1889. Description of the Blackfoot methods appears in Wissler,
1910, pp. 63-70 with illustrations figs. 32, 33, 34 and Plates I, III,
IV and V. Cheyenne methods described in Grinnell, 1924, Vol. I. pp. 213
ff, and Plates opp. pp. 176, 208 and 224.

Articles of Hide

In addition to the numberous articles of hide uced for clothing,
in connection with the tipi, warfare, and transportation the Teton made
many containers of various sizes and shapes of hide materials:

Parfleches: The hide container of envelope construction known
as the parfleche and used especially for carrying pemmican, was a char-
acteristic Teton product, Teton parfleches aversge 63cm. long by 37 cm.
wide, and have three pairs of tie holes on the side flaps. (Illustra-
tions of parfleche pattern appear in Wissler, 1927b, p. 63; cee also
Wissler, 1910 pp. 79-82; Spier, 1925). Parfleches were decorated with
colorful painted designs. (See section on decorative art, this paper).

Rectangular hide bags: Hide containers, rectangular in shape, of
rawhide or softened skin, of various sizes, and opening on the long or
short dimension were made and used by the Teton. (See illustrations in
Wissler, 1902a, figs. 75, 77, 86 and Wisesler, 1927b, figs. 25, 27; also
Krieger, 1930). They were decoruted with painted, quilled or bezded de-
signs and cut fringes which were sometimes wrapped with quill or metal,

Medicine cases: Tubular medicine cases of rawhide, decorated with
painted designs and fringes were used by the Teton. (See section on de-
corative art, this paper). (Illustrations of Plains medicine cases ap~
pear in Wissler, 1310 figs. 43, 44; and Krieger, 1930).

Pipe and Tobacco Bags: Long, narrow bags, ranging from 80 to 150
cm. were used by the Teton to hold their smoking equinment. They were
decorated with quilled or teaded designs, and fringed at the bottom.

The Dakota pipe and tobacco bags are the finest made by the Plains trihes.
(Illustrations in Wissler, 1902a, Plates XLIII, XLII, XLVII, XVLIII, LV
and figs. 99, 100).

This type of bag is believed to be quite recent (i.e. mid-nine-
teenth century). The Teton claim to have used entire skins of the young
antelope, deer, beaver etc. for smoking bags at an earlier period.

(Such bags were seen by Catlin in 1832, Catlin, Vol. I. o. 242 and Plate
101}, figs. c).

Strike-a-light pouches: A leather pouch, deccrated with bcaded de-
signs was used to carry the smoker's fire lighting equipment. (Illus-
trated in Wissler, 1902s, Plate XLI).

Paint bags: Paint for the face and body was kept in skin beogs,
‘which in meny cases were decorated with beaded designs. (Illustrated in
Wissler, 1902a. Plate L). '
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Small pouches: Women and girls carried smell pouches which were
heavily beaded and fringed. (Illustratcd, Wissler, 1902a, Plate XL.)

Awl cases: The awls used for making holes in skins while sewing
were carried in heavily beaded cases. (These are similer to the Black-
foot specimen illustrated in Wissler, 1910, fig. 38, except the Teton
ones have closing fleaps).
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TOBACCO, PIPES AND SMOKING CUSTOMS.

Like most other Indian tribes north of Mexico, the Teton smoked
tobacco when first met by white men. They were pipe smokers. Le Sueur
noticed the Teton custom of "swallowing their smoke"™ in 1700. (Robin-
son, 1904. p. 46). Details of the Teton smoking complex follow:

Tobacco

Two species of tobacco appear to have been used by the Plains
tribes aboriginally, (1) N. quadrivalvus Pursh. was cultivated by the
Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara, and possibly other Missouri River tribes, and
(2) N._ attenuata Torrey, grew wild over the southern and central Plains
and was cultivated in the north. (West, Part I, pvo. 63=64; Map Part 2,
Plate I; Gilmore pp. 113-114, illustration of quadrivalvus Plate 27).
It is not certain whether the Teton ever raised tobacco themselves.

Tobacco was mixed for smoking with the inner bark of the willow
(Salix nigra) and sumac leaves (Rhus trilobata). Dried laurel (Kalmia
latifolia) and the bark of the ironwood (Carpinus curoliniana) were used
in place of tobacco in the mixture when tobacdco itself was scarce.
(West, p. 107; Maximilian Vol. 22. p. 313; Parkman, p. 240). The term
"kinnikinnick® wacs applied not only to tobacco but to the mixtures and
substitutes for tobacco as well. (West, p. 32). Uhite traders at an
early period began to use tobacco in the Indian trade. The Plains In-
dians were fond of the tobacco furnished by the whites.

Pipes

West places the Teton in the region which he terms the "Plains
Pipe Area™ in which the simple elbow pipe and c:lumet were used. (Vest,
Part 2. Meps 12, 14 uand 15). The use of the calumet he particularly
jdentified with the Siouan peoples west of the Greet Lakes. (West,
Pe 357). Maximilian termed Dekotc pipes "the most beautiful of sll the
North American Indiazns". (Maximilian, p. 322, Vol. 22).

Pipe bowls: The favorite material for Teton pipc bowls wus cat-
linite, a soft claystone named after George Cotlin who first brought it.
to the attention of minerologists. It wes taken from the femous quurry
in southwestern Minnssotz ncer the prescnt town of Pipestone. IHere the
outerop of catlinite occurs in & broad, shallow velley, the nipestone
bearing strutum being only from 10 to 20 inches in thickness but nearly
a mile long. Indian use of the quarry is believed to date back to rela-
tively recent prehistoric times. According to tradition the site was &
neutral ground vhere warring tribes obtained pipestone together in peace,
but in the nineteenth century the Dakota claimed cole right to the quarry.
It is noteworthy that the site is located in the general region occupied
by the Teton in 1700 and by the Eastern Dakota in later times.

For detailed descriptions and illustrations »f the quarry see Cuate-
lin, 1876, Vol. 2, pp. 160-187 and Plate 270; and Holmes' illustrated
account.

Catlinite is soft and could be finely worked with stone tcols.
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Catlin describes the drilling of the bowl:

"The Indian makes the hole in the bowl of the pipe by
drilling into it a hard stick, shaped to the desired size,
with a quantity of sharp sand and water kept constantly in the
hole, subjecting him therefore to great labor and the nece551ty
of much patience." (Catlin Vol. I. p. 234).

Some pipe bowls were carefully carved into life forms, and in
later years many were tastefully inlaid with pieces of metal.

Pipe stems: The broad, flat pipe stem was made of ash wood (Frax-
inus pennsylvanica Marsh). (Gilmore, p. 108). Catlin describes the
drilling of the stem hole:

"The stems are uniformly made of the stalk of the young
ash, which generally grows straight, and has a small pith through
the center, which is easily burned out with a hot wire or a piece
of hard wood, by a much slower process.” (Catlin. Vol. I. p. 235).

Pipe stems were decorated with tufte of dyed horsehair, and wound with
strips of dyed porcupine quills. (Meximilian, Vol. 22. p. 322). The
sacred calumet bore feathers and other decorations. It should be noted
that the stem, not the bowl, was considered the sacred part of the Siouan
calumet. (West. p. 128).

For illustrations of Dakota pipes see Catlin, 1876. Vol. I. Plate
98; West, Part 2, Plates 178 ff; and McGuire, 1897,

White influence on nioves.

White traders manufactured catlinite pipes for sale to Indians or
white souvenier hunters. Burnett estimated that in 1892 not 1% of the
pipes then made were of Indian manufacture. (Holmes, p. 264).

The long, detachable stem of stone was developed for the tourist
trade in the latter half of the nineteenth century. (West, p. 248).

Other smoking equinment.

The elaborate pipe and tobacco bags used by the Dakota, as well as
the strike-a-light pouches in which the flint and steel for lighting pur-
poses was carried, have been previously described. (See section on work
in hides).

Smoking Customs.

Smoking was either a recreation or a sacred act for the Teton,
depending upon circumstances. Catlin remarked that the Indians were ex-
cessive smokers and some of them "would seem to be smoking half their
lives" (Catlin Vol. I. p. 234). The smoke was generally inhaled. (Max-
imilian Vol. 22. p. 313). It was the custom for the host to offer the
pipe to his visitors. In social smoking the pipe passed from right to
left, but in smoking the medicine smoke of reconciliation it passed from
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left to right around the circle. (Parkman, p. 233).
Catlin mentions the use of the sacred calumet:

"The calumet is a sacred pipe and may never be allowed
to be used on any other occasion then that of peace smokinge...
The mode of solemnizing is by passing the sacred stem to each
chigf, who draws one breath of smoke only through it, thereby
passing the most inviolable pledge that they can possibly give
for keeping the peace. This sacred pipe is -then carefully fold-
ed up, and stowed away in the chief's lodge, until a similar
occasion calls it out to be used in a similar manner.”

(Catlin, Vol. I. p. 325).

See also Lewis and Clark, pe. 167. Vol. I; Denig, pn. 446 ff;

Mooney, 1897, pp. 1062-64; and Densmore, p. 102, and Plate 14, des-
-éribing use of pipe in the Sun Dance of the Teton.
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- DECORATIVE ART

The Plains Indians decorated many of their useful articles.with
painted, quilled or headed designs in the old days. Both geometric
and life forms were used. The Teton excelled in these arts.

Painting

The art of painting is probably the oldest of the Plains de-
corative techniques. Many examples of Teton painting posszss a
striking quality attained by composition of simple elements in
line and color. Geometric painting was the work of women, whereas
men usually painted life forms.

The painter's "Canvas": The native painter's "Canvas" was us-
ually of animal hide (buffalo, deer, elk, antelope, or horse in the
early days, and later, domestic cow). The many articles made of hide
by the Teton - robes, tipi covers, parfleches and other hide contain-
ers, tipi linings, shields, shirts, drum heads, etc. were frequently
painted with brightly colored abstract designs or life forms.

Paints: The colors used in painting on hides were principally
earth pigments. Shades of brown, red and yellow, found in the form
of ferruginous clays, were commonly employed. Red paint was some-
times made by treating an original yellow ocherous substance by heat.
A black earth or charcoal were sources for black paint. There is
some doubt whether the Teton possessed blue or green paints before
white contact. Commerc¢ial colors were introduced at an early date.
Mallery listed the trade colors employed by the Plains Indians about
1880: "Vermilion, red lead, chromate of lead (yellow), Prussian blue,
¢hrome '‘green, ivory black, and lamp black, Chinese white, and oxide
of zinc. All these are in the form of powder or in crude masses,
(Mallery, 1887, p. 221). In the mid-nineteenth century the primary
colors red, yellow and blue were preferred, with green the next most
common color used. (See Mallery 1893, pp. 220-221; Densmore, p. 116;
Orchard, 1916, p. 11). '

Preparation of colors: Paints were ground to a powder in shal-
low stone mortars and mixed for application with a thin gluey sub-
stance obtained by boiling hide scrapings or the tail of a beaver.
(Mallery, 1893, p. 221). This gluey substance served to make the
colors adhere to the. painted skin surface, and in addition increased
the luminosity of the paint, In some instances the color was simply
mixed with water, and the gluey substance applied as an overcosat to.
set the paint.

Color containers: Unmixed paints were kept in skin bags when not
in use. During the process of painting the prepared colors were held
in hollow stones or ‘tortoise shell. (Standing Bear, 1931, p. 126).

Brushes: Thé aboriginal implements which served as brushes for
application of pdint to the hide were of bone, horn or wood. A fa-
vorite material was the spongy, porous portion of the buffalo's leg
bone, One edge of such a brush was sometimes pointed for meking fine



(52)

lines; while the side was commonly used for spreading color over lar-
ger surfaces. Sharp, pointed pisces of willow or cottonwood or mount-
ain sheep horn also served for outlining forms. The wooden picces
were sometimes chewed to make a loose, fibrous brush. Mallery men-
tioned the use of tufts of antelope hair tied to a stick in approxi-
mation of & true hair brush. (Mallery, 1893, p. 221). A separste
brush was employed for each color. Thin pieces of bone with a sharp
edge, or sharp pointed sticks, were used for simply outlining forms
on the hide in preparation for painting. Standing Bear mentions the
use of a sort of ruler for guiding the painter in meking straight
lines. (Standing Bear, 1931, p. 126).

Technique of peinting: The hide was stretched out on the ground
and the painter knelt or crouched over it on his knees or haunches.
Sometimes more than one srtist worked on « single hide in the case of
representative painting. In painting geometric designs the patterns
were first pressed into the hide with a wooden or bone piece, then
the paint was applied over the pressed-in vatterns, and finally glue
sizing was put on over the paint to set its On geometrically palinted
robes glue sizing was often applied without color to portions of the
hide surrounding painted blocks of color. Its %avish use on many
hides as an outline for all peinted forms sets the colors off from
one another and produces very striking contrasts. This use of size
merking is never found on hides which bear only paintings of life
forms. (See also Standing Bear, 1931, pp. 126-127).

Decorative Style: While representative (i.e. life) forms were
similar in style whether painted on robes, tipi covers, shields,
shirts, etc., the pattern of geometric design was zdjusted to fit the
form of the article decorated. Thus, for example, the sume patterns
of geometric decoration were not used on both robes wund parfleches,

Representative Style: Teton representetive vuinting makes use
of human snd animal figures, usuzlly in profile, in flct color znd
without background. The warrior's desire for represzntation of his
principal war deeds on his buffelo robe or tipi cover accounts for
the predominence of the figures of horse and mun on these materials.
The subjects of counting coup on the encmy and stexuling horses are
favorite ones. In spite of the importance of the buffulo in Teton
culture it was rorely painted. Reelism seemed but slight incentive
to the Teton painter. His figures at best were decorative rather
thun realistic, snd his choice of color was motivated by sesthetic
ruther then realistic considerations. A blue, grewn, or purple
horse, for example, is unknown in nature, but it ic not ot <ll un-
common in Teton painting.

Figures were usually drewn in outline a«nd filled in with solid
colors. Favorite outline were brown and bluck. Blue outlines
were less common. Complex problems of perspective were avoided by
representing figures in side view profile. Figures in front or three-
quarters view are ruare. Action, too, wes stylized. Horses in setion
generally have both fore legs extending frontwerd and both hind legs
rearward.
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Through the years there vas a development of figure forms from
a rather crude type of horse and human figure in the early years of
the nineteenth century to a well drawn highly stylized type of re-
presentation common among the Teton in the second half of the century.
It dofs not appear that this development was due to white influence,
nor is white influence indicated in the choice of subject matter. Sub-
jects remained the same from the early years of the contury until
after tho Toton were confined on reservations.

An cxceclleont example of a painted robe containing life forms is
illustrated in color in Hall, 1926a; scc also Krieger, 1930, and Vatter.

Geometric Patterns

Robes: Two patterns of geometric robe painting of the Sioux are
common in museum collections; (1) a womon's robe pattern (illustrated
in Maximilien's Atlas, Platc 42, and Wissler, 1902a, Fige 83; also
Densmore, Plate 5); (2) a man's robe pattern (illustrated in Maxi-
milian's Atlas, Platc 50, and Wissler 1902a, Plate XLVI)«. Both these
patterns were alrcady well developed in 1834, and continucd to be
paintod in carly rescrveation days on hides of the domestic cowe.

Parflechcs: Tho rectangular flaps of parflcches werc painted
with geomctric deccorations made up of simplc clements produced by a
continuous subdivision of the arca, alwnys maintaining at least o
bilateral symmctry on the long dimension and, in most cases a quad-
rilateral symmctry on both long and short axis. Scc oxamples, Platc
9, this papere (Scc also drawings of parflechc designs in Spicr,
1931, and Wissler, 1902a).

Tipi Covors: The carlicst montion of Yestern Dakota painted
tipis (as woll as paintcd buffalo robes) dates from the Lewis and
Clark cxpedition in 1804, (Lowis and Clark, Vole 1, p. 128). De-
tails of painted tipi docorations are, however, scarce. It scoms
from obscrvations of scveral tipi models, and the illustrations of
painted tipis in Dorscy, 1894, that horizontal banded arcas of color
were uscd ncar the basc and top of the tivi and the ceatral portion
wos roserved for roprescntations of cult symbols or thi rccord of the
tipi owner's war deeds. (Soe also Standing Bear, 1931, pp. 127-123),

Tipi Linings: The single Sioux painted tipi lining scon by the
writer bore roprosentative figurcs rather than goomctric deccorationse.
It was paintcd by Pr etty llowk in 1864, and portrays his personcl deeds
of bravery. '

Shiclds: The circular form of the shicld, and the fact that it
was carricd with a sct position influcncced painters to consider the
shicld as a circular dccorative ficld lending itself to the grouping
of figures about o central point or to o bilaterally symmetrical com=
position divided on the vertical axis. Toton shicld paintings were
sometimes ontiroly geomctric (sco Wissler, 1907, Figse. 2, 7 and 9),
but these protoctive shicld decorations morc often included mythical
or roal animals (sec Wissler, 1907, Figs. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and Plates
V and VII).
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Paintings on Introduced Materials: The white man introduced ad-
ditional materials which were sometimes painted in the late years of
the nineteenth century. The canvas covered tipis, and canvas tipi
linings that replaced those of buffulo hide continued to be painted.
War deeds were sometimes painted on separate pieces of canvas. (Some
of these are illustrated in Densmore). White visitors, army officers,
etc. sometimes collected samples of native Indian drawings and paint-
ings on paper or in little notebooks in the late nineteenth century.
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Quillwork

Another decorative technique of the Teton, aboriginal in origin,
was that of porcupine quill embroidery. This technique also was not
peculiar to the Teton or even the Plains tribes. It was almost uni-
versal throughout Canada and the United States east of the Rockies.

The Quills: Porcupine hunting was man's work. One method was
to trace a porcupinc up a tree by means of the marks of gnawed bark
and dislodge it with bow and arrow or gun. Another method was to dig
the porcupine out of its burrow. The animal was wrapped in a soft-
tanned skin to prevent escape.

The quills were sometimes plucked from the living animals, at
any ratc, this operation was performed before removing the skin. TFour
sizes of quills werc recognized and graded: (1) the largest and coars-
est quills were from the tail, and werc used in broad masscs of em=-
broidery, wherc a large surfacc was to be covered or for wrappings
for club handled, pipe=-stoms and fringcs, (2) the ncext sizc was from
the back, (3) a still smaller size was from the ncck, (4) thc fincst
quills worc from the belly, and wore uscd in thc most delicate line
work. After grading, the various sizes were kept in separate con-
taincrs made from thc bladder of an elk or buffalo. The hair was
singed off and thc animal c¢ooked for ceting after the quills had been
extracted. (Orchard, 1916, p. 6).

The Colors: The quills werc givon their desired colors by boil-
ing sclccted plant materials with the quills in water until the quills
were dycde Orchard obtaincd some information on the aboriginal sourcces
of color:

rod - the tuffalo berry preferred,

black = wild grapcs prefcerred,

yellow - wild sunflowor and conc flower preferred,
bluec = unlmovm to the Dokota in carly dayse.

The whitce trader introduced aniline dyes which soon replacced the
notive dye stuffs listed above. (Orchard, 1916, pp. 6-9).

Equipmcnt Used in Quillwork: The quills werc kept in pouches
of ¢lk or buffalo bladder. A bonc markcr was uscd for tracing the
dosigns on thc loather surface to be quilled. Awls of bonc or motal
wero uscd for making holes in the leather; sinew strands vierc used for
fostoning the quills to the leather. A Ikmife wos used to cut the
quillse Quill flatteners of bonc or antler werc somctimes used, but
quill workers probably morc commonly flattcned the quills by simply
holding onc cnd of the quill between the teeth and drawing the thumb-
ncil, pressed tightly, lengthwise of the quill. (Orchard, 1916, pp.
9«10, Illustrations of Sioux quill workcr's cquipment, Platcs IV and
V).

Sincw from thc back of the deer or buffalo vmas usced for thread.
It wos moistened, onc end twisted botweon the thumb and forefinger
and then allowed to drye The point thus mode would casily follow an
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awl-holc in the leather. (Orchard, 1916. p. 11).

Quillwork Techniques: Dotailed descriptions of the types of”
stitehes used, methods of splicing quills, cmbroidering, wrapping,
ctces, are given in Orchard, 1916, pp. 11 ff. with numcrous linc il-
lustrations. Wissler cnd Orchard found that two tochniques wore
primarily used on the Sioux specimens in the Americon lMuscum - o plait-
ing tochnique used on flat surfacos (Wissler, 1910, Fig. 19 and p. 62),
and o wrapping techniquc uscd for wrapping fringes, bands, lacings
cte. (Wissler, 1910, Fige 20 and pe 62). Therc orc illustrations of
a Cheyennc woman working on a moccasin (opp. p. 160) and using a
smoother on quills (oppe pe 64) in Grinnell, 1924, Vol. I.

Materials Quilled: Quillwork was donc by the women. They ap-
plied the decoration to flat surfaces or wrapped the quills about
fringes, bands, lacings, etc. In cither casc the foundation sur-
facc was leather.

Two exccllent examplcs of Teton quillwork arc illustrated in
full color in Sydow, Platc XIX. One is a cradle, the other a tobacco
pouch. Other moterials quilled, together with reforences to illus-
trations of specimeons reproduced in line or halftonc, arc mentioncd
below:

Moccasins:- (Orchard, 1916, Platc VIII; Wissler, 1902z.
Plates 38, 39, 54).

Robes:~- (Orchard, 1916, Plate VIII, Wissler 1902z, Fige 81).

Pipe stems:- (Orchard, 1916, Platc XVI).

Soddle blankets:- (Wissler, 19022, Fig. 78).

Soft bags:- (Wissler 1902a, Fige 77; Vissler 1927b, Fig. 27).

Pipc-and-tobacco bags:- (Wissler 1902a, Platc 55).

Cradles:~ (Wissler 1902z, Fig. 79).

len's shirts:- (Kricger, 1928, Plate 29; Wisslor, 1902z,
Platc,53).

Design lotive in Quillwork: Scc general discussion of design
motives for quillwork and beadwork below.

Beadviork.

Beadwork among the Tcton must not be considered as a wholly in-
dependent dccorative tochniquee. Actually, the glass beads introduced
by fur traders wore substituted for quills. Tho matcrials cmbroid-
cred, and to a considerable extcnt the tcchnigques and desigas re-
mained the same as for quillwork. As the ycars of the ninetconth
century passcd quillwork began to disappeor and beaded designs re-
maineds The casc with which the beads could be sccured and the sim-
plicity of applying them favorcd the development of beadwork. s a
rocsult, quillwork virtually disappearcd in the late ninctcenth cen-
tury whercas some beadwork is done even at thc present day for the
tourist trado.
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Beads: Boads arc omong the oldest articles uscd by white mon in
tradc with the Indians. Thosc mede in Venico wore favored by carly
tradors but Amcrican made beads werc soon available. It is of inter-
cst to notec that one of the oldest factorics in Amorica was onec cs-
toblishod ot Jamostovm, Virginia, in 1622, for the manufacture of
glass boads for the Indian trado.

The most common type of bead used in embroidery by the Teton was
the small "seed becad", a flattened globular piece ranging in size from
about 1/16 to 1/8 inch in diamcter.

There was an almost unlimited range in colors, but bright red,
blue, yellow, green and opaque vwhite were preferred. (Orchard, 1929,
pp. 82=85).

Bquipment Used in Beadwork: The beads were strung on a piece of
sinew, lator whitoc man's thread and scwed down to thc skin (later
cloth) matorial through holcs made by an awl or mectal ncecdle.

Beadwork Tochniques: Orchard distinguishes two fundamental tech-
niques ol applying bcad embroidcry: (1) the overlaid or spot stitch,
by which the threaded beads laid in thc desired position, are scwed
to the matcrial by an overlaid stitch between cach two or threc beads
(doscribed and illustrated in Orchard, 1929, ppe. 128-129) and (2) the
lazy stitch, by which beads are applicd in a scries of bands of trans-
verse strings of beads, usually about 10 to 12 becads in cach linc.
(Described and illustrated in Orchard, 1929, p. 129). Both these
stitches were usod by the Tcton.

Materials Beaded: The materials to which beaded dccorations
viere applicd were, for the most part, those to which quilled decoroa-
tions were carlicr attached. Refcronces to photos of beoadworked speci-
mens appear below:

Moccasins:- (Wisslor, 1902a, Plates 38, 39, 52, 54).

Women's and giri's dresses:- (Wissler, 1902a, Platos 44 and 45).

Woments small pouches:= (Wissler, 1902z, Platc 40).

Strike=a=light pouches:- (Wisslor, 1902z, Plate 41).

Pipe-and-tobocco bags:- (Wissler, 1902a, Plotcs 42, 43, 47, 48,
55 and Figs. 99, 100).

Women's leggings:- (Wissler, 1902a, Plate 51).

Men?!s vests:- (Wissler, 1902a, Platc 56).

Knifc cases:= (Wissler, 1902a, Plote 59).

Point bags:- (Wissler, 1902a, Platc 50).

Navel amulets:- (Wisslor, 1902z, Fige. 76).

Cradles:- (Kricger, 1928, Platc R7).

Designs in Quillwork anc Decdwork.

The larger surfocees decorated with quill or bead cmbroidcry were
usually treated as monochrome backgrounds on which wwerce worked com=
positions made up of o number of small, simple design clemontse In
the beadwvorl: of thic early days the baeckpgrounds wore usually light blue,
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in that the late nineteenth century and the present century these
backgrounds have generally been white.

Kroeber has portrayed the most common Plains design elements
used in quill and bead embroidery. (Kroeber, 1908, Fig. 1; reprinted
in Wissler, 1927b, Fig. 46), Of these the Sioux used most commonly
those indicated on the cut as ¢, 4, e, f, g and h, Elements a and b
were less commonly used. Elements i, j, k, 1, m and n were for the
most part lacking in Sioux embroidery. (Kroeber, 1908, pp. 153-154).

Wissler has portrayed the most common elements in Sioux beadwork
(Wissler, 1902a, Fig, 71). (Reproduced in this paper Plate No. 9b).

For further information on Sioux embroidery in quills and beads
see: Wissler, 1902a (general); Wissler, 1916, (use on articles of
clothing); Wissler, 1927a (moccasin decoration); Wissler, 1931
(beadwork - general); Lyford; Boas, 1928 (general); Krieger, 1930
(general).

Symbolism.

It was a common custom for Sioux workers in quill and bead em-
broidery to give names to their design elements. The nemes given must
not be implied as meaning that the individual design forms were in-
tended to.be conventionalizations of those forms in nature that have
the same names. Actually, the same design form was sometimes given
different names by different people and different people somctimes
gave the same name to quite different forms. There was, therefore,
no tribal system of symbolism for abstract forms in decorative art.
(See Wissler, 1902a, and Boas, 1928).
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GAIMDES AND AMUSEIENTS

The Teton Damote did not want for pleasant ways of passing their
leisure hours. They played gemes, told stories, sang and danced.

GeanGe »

A considerable number of games of sltill or chance were lmovm to
the Tetone. There werc gomes for persons of all ages and both scxes.
Dorsey describes over fifty children's gomes alone. (Dorsoy, 1891).
An exhibit illustrating the playing of several games would bc of in-
torcst to the museum visitor. Five typical Teton gamecs werc:

The Dice Game: rules and equipment described and pictured in
Culin, ppe 179-182.

The Moccasin Guessing Gome: rules and cquipment described and
pilctured in Culin, pp. 364=365.

The Hoop and Polc Game: rules and cquipmen®t described and pic-
turcd in Culin, pp. 505=-508.

Shinny: rulcs and oquipment desceribed and pictured in Culin,

pp. 637-C39.

Archory: rulcs and equipmont described in deteil and pictured
in Culin, ppe 391=393.

Descriptions of cther Tcten games may be found in Culin; Necker:
Walker, 1905; and Dorsoy, 1891.

Folk Lorc

The Tcton possesscd a lorge body of myths and lcgends hoanded
down by word of mouth from generation to generation. Iany of these
werc animal tales dealing with recl or imaginory creaturcs, and ex-
plaining thc origin of natural phcnomence Such tales vrerc not at all
peculiar to the Totone. llny werc sharcd with surrounding tribes and
somc werc widely distributod throughout North America. The rclating
of thesc storics vos a plecasant pastime, and it ves a dubty of the
clders to kcep the legends alive. (Sce Dorscy, 1889c, and Wissler,
1905 and 1907a).

Music and Dancing.

llusic was madc by singing, with rattle, whistle, drum or flute.
Mony songs werc suited to particulor occasions. There werce songs
for war or the hunt, for love moking, healing the sick, mourning the
dcad, for ccrcmonics, gomes or daucese. (Scc Densmore, "Teton Sioux
Music").

Rattles: Densmore illustrotcs and doscribes throc types of rot-
tle: TIJ & gourd (Plate 32), (2) a rawhide reccptacle (Plate 45),
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(3) dew claws (Plate 46). The second type is mentioned and pictured
by Catlin. It was of rawhide with pebbles insides (Catlin, Vol. 1,
p. 242 and Plate 101%, Fige. d).

Whistles: Densmore illustrates & number of bone whistles with
different uses. (Figs. 21, 23, 30, 39 and Plates 18 and 61), Catlin
mentioned a war whistle used by war leaders having two notes, one for
battle, other to sound retreat. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 243 and Plate
101%, Fige he)e

Drums: Drums were of single headed tambourine type with rawhide
vover, beat with a stick of ra tlo type; or a taller drum of keg tyne'
with two rawhide heads was usod. (Catlin, Vol. 1, pe 242, Plate 1010,
Fige @)e Densmorc illustrates a single headed erm and stlok (Platcs
38 and 39).

Flute: Catlin mcntions the usc of a "Flute" blown in the cnd,
and fingered on the threc to six holcs in the side. (Catlin, Vol.
1, p. 243 and Plate 1015, Fige g).

Dances: Investigators found that the Teton had a numver of so-
cial dances in thc early ycars of the present contury, but upon in-
vestigation most of thc dances werc found to be of alicen origin de-
rived from other tribecs within the memory of natives then living.
(These arc described by Densmorc, ppe 468-482 with illustrotions, and
Wissler, 1916, pps 75 ff). Neverthelcss social dancing was an old
Tcton custome Lewis and Clark mentioned the dancing of Teton visited
in 1804. (Lewis and Clark, Vol. 1, p. )+ And Cotlin described
the dancing of the Western Dakota in the 1830s. (Catlin, Vols 1,
pp. 244-46).

For purposcs of nmuscum interpretation somc of the spcecial pur-
posc dances would be morc impressive. The great Sun Dancc, the Deg-
garts Dance, the Bear Dance, or the Scalp Dancc. (For the Sun Dance
scc scetion on religion this paper).

The Bear Dunce: This dance wes given several days in succession
before starting out on the bear hunte. The chief medicine man wore an
cntirc bear skin, othcr danccrs worc bear head mesks, all imitatcd
thc actions of thc boar. (Catlin, Vol. 1, pe 245, Plate 102).

The Beggar's Donce: This was given, to solicit contributions
for the nocdy, by thc young men of the tribe. The daunce as noted by
Catlin in the 1830s is describod in Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 245, illustrat-
cd Plate 103; it is again describod by Densmore, ppe 481-482; and wos
still practiced in 1931 (Mckell, 1936, p. |

The Scalp Dance: This was danced ot night, by torch lipght, in
celecbration of victory in ware Doncers brandishced their vieapons
and boasted of their prowesse Scveral young women stood in conter of
the circle with the scalps taken roiscd on polese The varriors dis-
torted their faces, shouted, jumped on both fect ot samc timec. (Cat-
lin, Vole 1, pe 246, illustrated on Platc 104).
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LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATICON OF IDEAS

The Plains Indians lacked a written language but their methods
of communicating ideas were none the less many and varied and by no
means limited to oral conversation. Their use of the sign language,
picture writing, and a variety of methods of signalling with objects
are subjects which can well be interpreted by graphic museum methods:

Oral Language: The Siouan language, & dialect which wus spoken
by the Teton, was spoken by a considerable number of the Plains tribes
(Assiniboine, Crow, Dakota, Hidatsa, Iowa, Kansa, Mandan, Missouri,
Omaha, Osage, Oto and Ponca). However, the diale%ic differences with-
in the language were considerable, and from the pojnt of view of prac-
tical communication, most important. The Teton could converse with
the other Dakota groups and to some extent with the Aﬁsiniboine, for
instance. But the differences between Teton and Crow were too great
to make practical conversation possible. There were, however, many
individuals in neighboring tribes who could speak Teton dialect to
some extent. Clark has stated "to such an extent is the language
used in the intercommunication by tribes that it may be -comsidered
the court language on the Northern nations". (Clark, p. 343; Wis-
sler, 1927b, pp. 139-143; Boas, 1911).

The Sign Languege: A sign language consisting of certain for-
malized mapual gestures was used by The Teton and the Plains Indians
generally for intertribal communiocation between peoples speaking
different languages, and for communicution at great distances or un-
der conditions where the sound of the voice was undesirable by per-
sons of the same tribe. The sign language was found usefuyl to white
traders in communicating with meny trites of Indiuns. Stansbury men-
tions & conversation between Bridger and some Oglals near Fort La-
ramie in 1849, which was carried on with complete understanding on
both sides entirely by use of signs for more than an hour. (Stans-

bury, p. 254).

Mallery, 1881, gives a dictionary of Pleins Indicn signs, des-
criptions of signs used for tribal names, sample conversations in
sign language, etc., illustrated with meny line cuts. See ulso
Cleark.,

Picture Writing: The Teton in common with other Plains tribes
conveyed idecas by means of painted pieturcs on hide. Two principal
verieties of these may be mentioned: (1) The winter count, in which
a calendar record of the years was kept in terms of pictures, each
one symbolizing & significant event of one winter. Such pictorizl
calendars seem to have been to the Dakota and Kiowa tribes. (See
descriptions end illustrations of examples of Mallery, 1877, 1886,
snd 1893; Mooney, 1898). (2) Pictures painted on robes or tipi cov-
ers symbolized the brave deeds of the warrior who wore the robe or
occupied the tipi. In the early duys especiclly the forms used were
simply suggestive rather than reclistic. But the style of this pic-
torial shorthand was well understood by members of the tribe, so they
could interpret the number and importance of the accomplishments by
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obscrving the pictures. (Soc Mallery, 1886 ond 1893).

Signalling with Qbjocts: It was customary to convey knowledge
to thoso at o distance ncons of signals of various kinds. Somc of
these wero:

(1). Smoko Signals, could be scon for from 20 to 50 milcs.
A snnll fire wvms built, over which grecon grass or weeds worce plocod
to smothor tho firo and croatc a donso smokc. Thc robe or blanket
vas sproad ovor the pilc to confine the smokc, thon by ropidly dis-
plecing the blanket the operator could regulate the discharge of a
column of smoke in such a manncr as to convoy difforont mecanings to
his allics at a distance. (Scc G. As Custer, pp. 187, 217, c:d Mal-
lory, 1881, ppe 536-537).

(2)+ Blonket Signals werc given by the scouts on buffalo
hunts to indicate to the main party that buffalo had becon sighted.
There woro other blanket signals also. (Scc ikllery, 1881, p. 532ff,
cnd illustration Fig. 337).

(3)+ Horsc Signols worc used to convey to thosc cfar the dise
covery of game, onomics ctce The horse was ropidly ridden back and
forth or in a circlo. (Scc ilnllery, 1881, ppe 533-534, cnd illustra-
tion Fige 338).

(4). Mirror Signals with a piccc of looking glass rcflecting
& bright day wore uscd to convey information by the Sioux. (il-
lory, 1881, pe 536).

(5)e Dust Signals madc by throwing hondfuls of dust in the
air were used to siguify the discovery of an enemy, game, etce (lial=
lery, 1881, p. 541).

Feathers as Symbols of Achievenent: By the number and orienta=-
tion of the feathers in the hair of a Teton warrior the nunber and
kind of his brave deeds could be ascertained. (See section on war-
fare, this paper).
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POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION

The political «nd social organizution of the various Teton Da-
kota groups were not identical in detail nor are these subjects
‘susceptible to facile interpretation in museum exhibits. Neverthe~
less, the technician or artist employed on planning «nd preparation
of items interpreting Teton culture should have a general idea of
these subjects in mind.

Political Relations Between the Dakota Tribes: The Dakota re-
cognized seven primary divisions - Mdewakanton, Wahpehute, Sisseton,
Yankton, Yanktonai, end Teton, as "The Seven Council Fires", These
divisions were politically independent, but did not make war on one
another. At one time they camped together in two sets of concentric
circles, one of four circles (the four eastern groups) and one of
three (the Yankton, Yanktonais and Teton), Dorsey believed these
seven divisions represented seven original Dskota gens. (See Dorsey,
1889a, 1889b, and 1897).,

Relations Between the Teton Group: Dorsey believed the seven
Teton groups to be developed from the original Teton gens. Each of
these in turn developed gentes, and some the latter sub-gentes. (Dor-
sey, 1889b), There was no central Teton governments. Each of the
seven groups had its camp circle, with each gens its location in the
cirele, the number of gentes differing with each group. (See Dorsey
1897, pp. 219-221 which includes diagrams of camp circles of several
groups) .

Government : Detailed data on Teton government is wvailable for
a few Oglala sub-groups only. Wissler describes the orgunization of
one of these sub-groups as it existed in reservation days. This may
be briefly summarized:

The Chiefs' Society was composed of the majority of the ef-
ficient older men, 40 years and over. It elected its own members and
also elected

The Seven Chiefs who held office for life. The position
was often hereditary in that it was customary for 2 son or relative
of a former chief to be elected to the office., The chiefs delegated
their powers to '

The Four "Shirt Weurers™, or ccundilors, who ulso served
for life, but could resign at any time, They may or may not be menm-
bers of the chiefs' society, but the seven chiefs were not eligible
to this offices On investment to office these were given &
special form of heir-fringed shirt, hence the name "Shirt Wearers",
They were supreme concilors, and executives, charged wish caring for
the general welfare of the group.

The Four Wakicun were officers elected by the seven chiefs,
(often assisted by the four shirt wearers and whole chiefs society)
to organize und c-ntrol the camp. They held office for one year,
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though usually two or three were re-elected for the follow1ng year.
They were elected at the formation of the camp circle in the spring.
They appointed two orderlies, a herald and

Two Héad Akicite who selected two others to serve with them
as heads of the canp police organizatione They select eight or ton nen
to act as

ALlclta, the camp police or marshals, whosc dutics were to kecp
order in the cemp, oversee the buffalo hunt, prevent murder or punish the
murderor, ctc. r"hoy sorved onc yoars.

The sot=-up thus provided for a series of permanont officers and a
serics' of tompeprary officers chosen for a yearly pcriod by the perma-
mont group. It is possiblc that the officc of chiof is of post-white
origin, and that thc original govermment was vesbtod in the wakicun.

The domocracy of the system is apparont. Parkman was improssed
with the LD&ltOd power of the chicfs and thc authorlty of ‘the "soldicrs"
(al 1c1tu), who "could vonturc without risk to %hcir lives to strike or
lay hands upon tho meancst of thcir pcople". (Parkman, ppe. 136, 235).
Lcw%s and Clork mention thc Toton "soldicrs" in 1804 (Vol. 1, pp. 168,
171). " : -

Fotr dotailcd discussion of political orgenizetion scc VWissler, 191G,
Ppe 7=-12. On twonticth contury changes in politiecal orsganizotion on
Pinc Ridge Rescrvation scc Helkeel, 1932.
o ]

Political Organizotion cnd Relotions wWithh the Goveormment.

Government rclations with the Teton werc bosed upon the theory that
the chicfs werc the important native officers viie could decide matters
of poliey, malc treatics, ccdc land, ctes, for their pcople as if they
were unlimited despotse Such, of coursec, wms not the casc, whichi led to
misunderstandings ond broken treatics in the sceond half of the ninc-
teenth contury.

Social Orgonization: The Teten had the gens type of nrgvnlzatlon
(iece descent was roconcd in the male linc). Picturcsque aspocts
Toton sccicty that might conceivably Le objcetificd in muscum 1nturprc-
totion are the sororatec and mother=in-low avoidance.

For further details on social orgonization scc 'lallier, 1914; and
Spicr, 1925b.
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THE LIFE CYCLE

A brief summary of the important events or periods in the life of
the Teton Dskots man and women from birth to death is given below:

Birth

The wife usually (but not slways) went to reside with her fumily
for the birth of -her baby if it was convenient. Her womun relatives ut-
tend her in childbirth, The birth was announced in the village by &
erier and the father often gave away u horse to celebrate the event,
(Stunding Beur, 1933, pp. 11. 117-119),

Infrncy

The buby was placed in a cradle which was csarried on the mother's
buck, on the trazvois in moving c:mp, or securely sct up on end while the
mother wes busily occupizd ubout the cemp.

Stounding Bear mentions the huming ceremony which took place = few
deys after birth and the cercmony of piercing the beby's ears which wuse
held during the Sun Dance periods &n both these occasions the father
might give sway horses. (Stcnding Beur, 1933, pp.ll-12),

Childhood

The child wis taught manners «nd mor:ls by its futher and mother,
It learned the Teton virtues of courage, industry, =nd generosity. As
the boy grew older he lezrned to meke u«nd use the bow nnd arrow, to
ride skillfully «nd to hunt, On cppro:.ching sdolescense he was tuken
on a war party te aussist with the menicl tuosk und learn the arts of
ware The girl was tuught to dress skins, mcke clothes, perpsre food,
cere fer the tipi and the muny othor women's tasks. (See Standing
Bear, 1931, an account of his own Oglila boyhood, written with simple
charm), S

‘The Hunk: Ceremony.

The most important event in the lifc of the Dukota child wus the
Hunke Ceremony, by which he or she scquired azn older person for a per-
sonal helper and gusrdiin, Stunding Be:r was nine yezrs old when this
cercmony w:.s performed for him, His fother guve horses awey at the
time. (Stending Béer, 1933, pps 27-32, snd Densmore, op. 68-77, des-
cribe the cercmony in detwils The latter has illustrations),

Courtship «nd Merriige.

The Teton beuu wus shy =nd roticent, spe:zking to the girl of his
choice from under his blanket in moments when she might be somewhet
upart from others. Elopements wers som:times resortzd to but wus gener-
ully frowned upon. It wis botter thut the couple go «t once to the
family of the young mcne. There was no écremony, no vows. Mutuzl consent
formed the busis of the murri:ge.
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Divorce was a simple matter for either party but it was not common.
The marriage could be disolved by mutcl consent, or if the wife was
quarrelsome with her husbands relatives, lazy or unfeithful or if the
husband was eruel, unfaithful or cowardlys

Good providers often had seversl wives, ~ften sisters, who lived
together in the same tipi or had sepzrate tipise The demunds of the
fur traede for meny hands to dress the hunter's skins encoursged p-ly-
gamy in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuriesy

For details-of courtship and marrisge customs of the Teton see
Standing Beur, 1933, pp. 98117,

Death und Burial

The dead were usuully pluced in trees, on & scaffold or on « high
hille The individuel, according to Meximilien, expressed his choice
before deaths (Maximilizn, Vol. 22, ps 327)e (See illustrations of
methods of burizl in Bushnell, 1927; and Maximilian's Atlas, Plate 44).
Culbertson infers that the age:l were sometimes abanioned on the prairie.
(pe 113), and Stansbury mentions finding bodies leid out on the ground
inside tipis of individuals who had died of the cholerwz in 1849, It
appears thet their re¢letives, fearing the disease, hed left them with-
out the usual buricle (pe 43)4

The cead werrior's favorite hnrse wes killed end his wrms, clothe
ing, pipe, etc.y pleced near the deceased. (Dorsey, 1889c,,p. X44;
Brackett, pe. 470),

It wes the custonm for @ mon to mourn the loss of a dear one by
giving away possessionse Sometimes a mun gave cwuy everything he ownen
legving himself utterly poverty-strickens. This custom is still ob-
served by the Teton in White Clay District on Pine Ridge Reservation.
(Mekeel, 1936, pe 12)e

Brackett describes Teton mourning cust-ms as observed at Red Clcud
Agency in 1876:

The men "for many days holds no communicoction with eny-
one, but sits bowed down with grief, «nd =l-ne, He bears
his sorrow in silounce¢ The squuws, on- the other hand howl
and moke the most dismal sounds, tearing their huir, cnd
gashing thelr bodies with knives.. I have cften seen some
Indiuns who even cut off the joints of their fingers in the
excess of their grief, ‘ihen Red Dog's son ie? in 1872 he
sat besile the boly the whole <duy, nuked, with his flesh
cut and slashel, znd blood running from every wounis"

(Brackett, pe 470).
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MEN'S SOCIETIES.

Among the Teton there were a number of men's societies which, if
the analogy is not carried too far, may be compared to the modern white
man's lodges or fraternal organizations, It was the purpose of all the
societies to enhance the social and fraternal relations of the members,
and to perferm certain charitable actse

That such societies are of some antiquity among the Teton is at-
tested by Lewls and Clark's mention of their existence in 1804, (Lewis
and Clark, Vol. 1, p. 130).

The Teten societies d3ffered from societies of some of the neigh-~
boring Plains tribes, however, in that they were not age greded organ- -
izations, that a man could belong to several societies at the same time,
and that there were no corresponding women's societiese

Wissler in his investigations among the Oglala on Pine Ridge Re-
servation believed he obtained information on all the men's societies
in existence among the Oglala during the preceeding 100 years. (Wis-
sler, 1912),

He divides the Oglala societies into three groups:

1., The Akicita Societies: These were made up of
able bodied young men who might be called into Akicita
services A society as a body might be given this honor
(See Akicita in section on Political organization, this
paper). The Akicite societies were :

Kit Fox Societsy (pp. 14-23),
Crow Owners (pp. 23-25),
Braves (ppe 23-31).

Badgers (pp. 31-32).

Sotka  (pp. 33-34).
Wictiska  (ppe. 34-36).

2. The Headmen's Societies: Made up for the most
part of older men who did not perform Akicita service,
The Chief's Society (pp. 36-41),
Ska Yuha (ppe4l).
Miwatni  (ppe. 41-48).
Omsha (pp. 48-52).

3¢« The War Societies: Made up of able bodied war-
riors The societies vied with one another for war honors.
Dog (ppe 52-54).
Blotaunkz (pe 54-61).
Sotka Tanka (pe. 61-62),

Each ef the men's societies had its own songs, dances, parapher-
nalis, ceremonies, etc,

Wissler 1lists a number of common characteristics of the Oglsala
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men's societies:

les All were assumed to have originated in mystic
experiences of shamans as result of which certain msdi-
cine attributes were associated with various ritualse.

2¢ All have 2 to 4 leaders of equsl rank sup-
ported by & definite number of officers or councilors,

3¢ With one or two possible exceptions all se-
lected their members in secret meetingse

4, No women were admitted except a few to assist
in singing.

S5¢ All were independent in that membership in
one was not &« stepping stone to any otker society.

6e Age qualifications were similar except that
boys and very young men rarely were taken into the
Chief's or Ska Yuha organizations.
(Wissler, 1912, pp. 62-63).

Densmore gives some descriptions of the men's societies she
found among the Teton on Standing Rock Reservation. She mentions the
Fox, Crow Owner's, Strong Heart,, (Wissler's Braves) Badger, and Mi-
wantani organizations. (See Densmore, ppe 311-328, which includes a
number of illussrations cf society paraphernalia).

sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
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MEDICINE AND CURING.

The Teton Daketa had a number of home remedies to relieve their
aches and pains and cure their minor ailments, they also were experts
at curing wounds, but when faced with a really serious medical prob-
lem they called upon the medicine man.

Some typical Teton remedies were:

For Abdominal Pains: The flowers and leaves of the Horsemint
were boiled together to meke a drink. (Gilmore, p. 111):

For Cold in the head: The dried root of the Purple Mallow, hav-
ing been comminuted and fried, the smoke was inhaled. (Gilmore, p. 103).

For Colic and Dysentery: A concoction of leaves of the Parosela
aurea was used. (Gilmore, p. 94).

For Constipation: The bark of the root of the Kentucky Coffee-~
tree was pulverized after being dried and mixed with water , and used
as a rectal injection. It was said to be un infallible remedy. (Gil-
more, p. 89).

For Consumption: The root of Psoralea Tenuiflora Pursh was
boiled with other roots. (Gilmore, p. 93).

For Cough: The rootstock of the czlamus (Acorus Calamus L)
was chewed, iGilmore, Pe 70).

For Fever: A decoction of the above plant was drunk, or the
root of the Wild Four O'Clock was boiled to make a d¥ink. (Gilmore,
pp. 70,78).

For Intestinal Pains: The fruits of wild hops were steeped to
moke a drink. (Gilmore, pe. 77). :

For Irregular Menstruation: The Little Wild Sage plant was taken
internally in the form of a decoction. (Gilmore, p. 134).

For Stomach Ache: The leaves of the Wild Verbena were boiled to
make a drink. (Gilmore, p. 111).

For Toothache: The roots of the Wild Licorice or Calamus were
chewed. (Gilmore, ppe 70, 92).

Maximilion remarked that "the Sioux do not understend the treat-
ment of diseases, but generally cure wounds very well", (Maximilian,
Vole. 22, pe. 327). The natives were helpless sgainsts such scourges as
the smallpox, venerial diseases, =nd cholerws, brought into-the Plains
by the Whites. In reservation days tuberculosis grew wnd could not
be checked by native means.
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MEDICINE MEN.

Men became medicine men as result of dreams in which they re-
celved instructions on the treatment of specific ailments. Each nan
treated only the illness for which hls dream gave the remedies,
Mezny of thenm treated but one special 1isease,

Medicine men treated the sick by means of saered stones, conjur-
ing, or sdministering herbs. A man might use more than one method but
he was best known for the one he usedl most.

For some detailed descriptions of the work of Teton medicine nmen
see Densmore, pp. 208-283, This source includes portreits of
medicine men and illustrations of sacred stones (Plates 29 and 30),
medicine man's rattle (Plate 32), medicine bags (Plates 33, 34, 35,
and 36), splint and matted deer hair used in treating fractures
(Plate 37), medicine men's drum and drumstick (Plates 38 and 39),
necklace worn when tresting the sick (Plate 41).
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RELIGION

The popular notion that the Plains Indians worshiped a Great
Spirit corresponding closely to our conception of a God is erroneous.
Nevertheless, the Dakota recognized certain supernatural powers for
which

"the Dakota use a term 'waken tanka' which secms
to mean, the greatest sacred ones. The term has often
been rendered as the great mystery but this is not quite
correct. It is true that anything strange and mysterious
is pronounced wakan, or as having attributes analogous
to wakan tanka; but this seems to mean supernatural. The
fact is, as demonstrated by Dr. J. R. Walker, that the
Dakota do recognize a kind of hierarchy in which the Sun
stands first, or as one of the wakan tanka. Of almost
equal rank is the Sky, the Earth, and the Rock. Next in
order is another group of four, the Moon (female), Winged-
one, Wind, and the 'Mediator' (female). Then come inferior
beings, the buffalo, bear, the four winds, and the whirl-
wind; then comes four classes or groups of beings and so
on in almost bewildering complexity. So far as we know,
no other Plains tribe has worked out so complex a concep-
tion". (Wissler, 1927b, p. 110).

These concepts are, of course, difficult to objectify in museum
interpretion. More susceptable to museum treatment are the vision
quest, cult ceremonies, and the great annual, tribal religious cere-
mony of the Sun Dance.

The Vision Quest.

Each Teton male had his individual guardian spirit or supernatural
helper which he believed conferred great power on him and protected
him from harm. The youth, after he had received instructions from the
shamen, went out alone in quest of the spirit to some secluded spot
on a hill or the prairie where he could fast and pray until the iden-
tity of his guardian spirit was made known to him in a dream. This
spirit often took the form of some animal of known or imaginary
species. He returned from such a quest with one or more songs,
special taboos to be observed, and the designation of some object of
convenient size to be carried and used by him as a personal charm or
medicine bundle. (Wissler, 1927b, pp. 111-112; Densmore, pp. 157ff;
Dorsey, 1889¢, p. 155; Dorsey, 1894, pp. 475).

Dream Cults.

Dream cults were societies made up of groups of men who in their
dreams had seen the same animal. For admission to a cult the dream
must conform to a certain formula (explained in Wissler, 1912, p. 81).
The individual having such a dream returned to the village to make a
feast, sent a herald to invite all those who had similar drceams to at-
tend, and they went through the ceremonies prsescribed by custom for
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the particular cult. Each cult had its own songs, dances, parapher-
nalia and ceremonial proceedure.

For informaetion on the individual cult customs refer to sources
given below. . Wissler describes in more or less detail the cults of
the Oglala (in Wissler, 1912

Heyoka (pp, 82-85); Elk (pp. 85-88); Bear (pp. 88-90);
Black-tail Deer (p. 90); Wolf (pp. 90-91); Buffalo (pp. 91-92);
Berdache (p. 92); Double-Women (pp. 92-94); Dream-Pairing (pp.
94-95)/ Mountain Sheep (p. 95); Rabbit (p. 95); Horse (pp. 95-98);
Woman's Medicine (pp. 98-99); Mescal (p. 99); Dog (p. 99).

Densmore describes three cults of the Teton on Standing Rock Re-
servation: Buffalo {(p. 285); Elk (p. 293); Horse (p. 298). A shield
used in the ceremonies of the Buffalo Cult is illustrated on Plate 43.

The Sun Dance

The Sun Dance was the only tribal gathering of a religious na-
ture. It was held each year at the full moon of midsummer. Each
year it was held at a different place, where the bands gathered to
form the camp circle in the center of which the dance lodge was to be
erected. TXach band had its sweat lodge and large tipi in which the
participants assembled before and after the ceremony.

For four days before the Sun Dance began there were careful pre-
parations and rehearsals of the parts individuals were to play in the
ceremony. The men's societies met together to elect the Intercessor
(who offered prayers on behalf of the people, performed certain cer-
emonial acts, painted the sacred pole, and prepared the sacred place),
the Leader of the Dancers, the four young men who were to select the
saered center pole of the dance lodge, and the four young women who
were to cut it down.

An important, highly formalized proceedure was the selection of
the sacred center pole (usually a cottonwood tree), the cutting of the
tree, and bringing it into camp, its preperation and erection in the
center of the camp circle. All followed rigid regulations. The dance
lodge was then constructed with meticulous care.

Participants in the Sun Dance were principally those men who had
during the preceeding year at some time vowed to take a definite part
in the ceremony. This part might consist simply of darcing with
bodies specially painted and clothed in the customary gard, or it might
extend to one or more forms of exeeedingly painful self-inflicted tor-
ture.

The Sun Dance lasted for two dayse.
It is not necessary to go into the multitude of details of the

Sun Dance procedure here. They are well described in Densmore pp.
98-151 (including many illustrations of paraphernalia); Walker,
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1917; Fletcher, 1883; Dorsey 1894 (with illustrations). A fine pho-
tograph of the torture feature appears in Wellman, p. 133. A compara-
tive discussjon of the Plains Indian. Sun Dance activities appears in
Spier 1921. No illustrations or models showing Sun Dance activities
should be attempted until the technician in charge has made a careful
study of these sources.

The last Teton Sun Dance was held in the summer of 188l. It had
been for some years strongly opposed by missionaries and government
officials prior to its discontinuance.

The Ghost Dance

The Teton heard of the doctrine expounded by Wovoka, the Paviotso
Indian originator of the so-called Ghost Dance, in 1889. They sent
a delegation to Nevada to learn more of his ideas. These men returned
to encourage the practice of the dance with its accompanying beliefs
among the Sioux. According to doctrine, the Indians by dancing and ob-
serving the formalized ritual of the Ghost Dance could cause the Whites
to disappear and the Indians to be restored to their old way of life,
reunited with their departed friends in a country filled with buffalo.
Among the Teton the excitement of this new doctrine, aggrevated by
local grievances, led to an outbreak in the winter of 1890-91 the
principal events of which were the killing of Sitting Bull and the
massacre of Wounded Knee.

For a complete, detailed account of the Ghost Dance with parti-
cular emphasis on its relation to the Sioux Outbreak see Mooney,
1896. This source contains many fine illustrations of the dance,
paraphernalia worn, and the affair at Younded Knee. (See Map No. 14,
this paper, for distribution of the Ghost Dance).

Christian Missions Among the Teton.

Very little progress toward Christianizing ths Teton was made
prior to their settlement on reservations. The noted Protestant mis-
sionary to the Eastern Dakota, Stephen R. Riggs, visited Fort Pierre
in 1840, preached a sermon, talked with some of the Teton, and recom-
mended that a mission should be established in the Teton country. But
it was not until thirty-three years later that his own son, Thomas L.
Riggs, was able to found the first permanent mission to the Teton.
Robinson, 1904, pp. 195-97). The Catholic missionaries Ravoux and -
DeSmet also visited the Teton in the 1840s but established no perm-
nent missions.

The Reports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs indicate how
slowly the work of missionaries with the Teton progressed. In 1875
there were sixteen missionaries on the Teton reservations. And in the
years that followed churches were built, more missionaries arrived,
schools were set up, etec. But by 1900 the figures on church member-
ship when compared with those on the to%al population show that only
a small part of the Teton had become church members.
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PERIODS IN TETON HISTORY
The history of the Teton Dakota may be divided into four prineci-
pal periods some of which overlap in years. A brief summary of the

characteristics of each period is given below:

“The Prehistoric Period =+ to 1680,

At the time of first white contact the Teton were leaving the
timbered : country to the éest for the broad prairies. Authorities
believed that this movement resulted in signlflcant cultural changes
for the Teton. While living in the timbered country their diet prob-
ably had consisted largely of wild rice, berries, fish, and timbered
game; they traveled to a.considerable.extent by cenoe, and lived in
homes of pole foundation cover=d with eqrth mattinz or bark. On the
'prairies‘they became more accustomed’ to 8 diet -consisting largely of
‘buffelo beef and ‘preirie plant foods, "traveled almost entirely by land,
‘using travois for 1onds, end made their homes in skin-covered tipis.
{Robinson, 1904, p. 29). In the Prehistoric Period they had no iron
“tools, ‘and mede use of the stone tipped lance or arrow. (See section
on theé origin of the Teton, this paper).

Period of Limited White Contact 1580-1841.

Father Hennepin met some of the Teton in 1680, but the first re-
cord giving any details of Teton culture is that of LeSueur, who, in
1700 found that they did not then use canoes or gathered wild rice,
lived in lodges of buffalo skin which they carried about with them,
were experts with bow and arrow, being sble to kill ducks on the wing,
swallowed their smoke or blew it out through the nose, qnd practiced
polygamy. (Robinson, 1904, p. 46).

The recorded history of the Teton in the 18th century is very mea-
gre. We do know that during this period they acquired the horss (some-
time prior to 1742), and moved westward into South Drkota to the valley
of the James River and finelly the Missouri Valley. The La Verendrye
brothers may have contacted some of them on the east side of the Mis-
souri near the present town of Fairbanks, S. D. on April 9, 1743, By
the close of this century their proper home was the Missouri Valley
in South Dakota, from which they hed driven the Arikers after a long
period of warfrre.

Towerd the end of the 18th century French fur tr-dcrs began to
creep up the Missouri from St. Louis and to esteblish posts in Scuta
Dakote., Trudeau met the Teton on the enst bank of tlie Missouri in
September, 1794, at which tims they were supplied with firearms =nd
much feared by traders and neighboring Indians alike. He mentions
that the Teton hunted on both sides of the Missouri n~t the time.

(p. 419). The Teton were very troublesome in the early yesrrs of the
fur trade, annoying boet parties asc2nding the river to the Upper

Missouri tribes. Lewis aznd Clerk, who met them on both sides of the
Missouri in 1804 and 1806, were very careful in their dealings with
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the Tcton lest they arouse their pnmity, (See Lewis and Clark's
Journals). But already Loisell hed established a post in the Sicux
Country on the Missouri (Chittenden, p, 929) and as the trade con-
tinued the Teton became rmore friendly toward the traders.

Chittenden lists 12 fur posts on the Misscuri River in Teton
territory mcst ¢f which, hcwever, were active for rether limited -
pericds, (Chittenden, pp. 927-931). The mcst important tradling post
for the Teton was Fort Pierre (1831-1855) three miles above the mcuth
of the Teton (or Bzd) River (successor t¢ Fort Tecunseh 1822-31),
operated by the American Fur Co. There wereé meny subordinete hcuses
of this compeny scattered through the Sicux country on both sides of
the Missouri. Many of these temporary houses were built along the
streams west of the Missocuri toward the Black Hills, ¢n the Cheyenne,
Cherry, VWhite and Niobrars rivers in particulsr, Little is kncwn of
thess places. (Chittenden, p. 931).

(For histcry of Fort Pierre see 6hittenden, and
Wilson., The post is described 2ani illustrated by many
white visitors t¢ the Missouri including Catlin, Maxi-
milien end Culbertscn, Catlin Plate 85, Mexirmilian
Plate 43, end Kurz in Bushnell, 1922, Pl=te 23, illus-
trate the Fort).

In the early years of the 19th ceatury the valley cf the Platte
River beoeme a favered rcute for fur troders between the Roeky Mcun-
tains end St., Louis, the centrcl shipping ond outfitting pcint for
the fur trade of the Rockies, This le2nd rcutc first used by Stuart's
party of returning Astorizns in 1812¢13, became the principal road to
and from the Rocky Mcunteains rendezvcus c¢f the trrlers, In the seccnd

decade of the 19th century French fur traders were active in eastern
Yycming near the Platte. 4And in 1834 the first cf the cumplex of pests

that later become kncwn ss Fort Laronice was establisheld on Laramie

River near its confluence with the Ncrth Ploatte., It wns extablished

fcr traie with the Oglala and Cheyennc (Chittunden, p. 940, and Coutent),
Ft. Leramie wes the principel post for trade with the Teton on the
Platte., It rermained a fur pest until 1849,

(For history of this fort see Coutrnt, which ccntains
1llustrations; for descriptions at varicus periods see
Fremont, Parkman, Stansbury, etc. The best pictures of
Fort Loramie ss & fur post are these rade by Miller ip
1837, photos of which are in the files of the Fisld Divi-
sion of Eduecaticn). '

In the early yesrs of the fur trade the smaller, mcre expensive
¢lts (espeeially the beaver) were scught. Chittenden stntes that the

Sicux were gocd beaver hunters. (p. 852). /4s the number of beaver
began to decline ccncentraticn cn the less valuable buffalc hides fcl-
lowed. Thess hides werc shipped to eastern and European merkets for
use as cvercosts, wagcn ani sleigh robes, etc. The Sioux traffic in
buffalo robes was very heavy, Chittenden rrtes the Sicux as the
mcst importent Indians in the fur trede, end places ‘the number cf pcsts
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among them, large and small, in excess of one hundred. (p.852).

The great period of the fur trade, circa 1820-1840, was the
period of greatest prosperity for the Teton. In this period their
native culture was augmented by the use of the horse, guns, and a
variety of metal tools and utensils furnished by the white man, The
Teton were free end independent with a ready market for peltries and
© bountiful supply of healthy food.

The relaetions between traders and the Teton were, for the most
part, friendly. Many traders took wives from asmong the Indians and
adopted to a considerable degree the clothing and habits of life of
the natives., The white were too few in number to afford to take
greet advantage of the Indians or treat them harshly. However, li-
quor was given to the Indians to facilitate trading, and insure the
whide man something of an edge in the bargaining. Lewls and Clerk
found some Teton chiefs, encountered in 1804, already fond of liquor.
In the early days it wes usuclly diluted with & great desl of weter,
but es the Indians becrme more zccustomed to it the proportion of 1li-
quor in the mixture had to be strengthened, . In 1823 the Government
prohibited the use of liquor in the Indian trade, but this prohibition
could not be strictly enforced. The epidemics of Smeallpox, chcolere,
etc. which swept many neighbcoring tribes (the smallpox epidemic of
1837 nearly exterminated the Mandan) did not greatly harm the Teton.

On the whole, the period of limited white contacts to 1841 was
one of mutually profitable relations between the races during which
the Teton grew in power and numbers. The buffalo were plentiful and
the Teton were happy. (See Robinson, 1904, p. 29). Chittenden is the
clnssic authority on the conditions of the fur trzde in this region.

(See Map No, 11, this pmper, showing principal routes
of the fur traders and location c¢f principal trnding pcsts
in the Teton country).

Period of Indian-White Conflict 1841-1877.

We have seen (see section on migretion of the Teton) that be-
tween 1700 and 1830 the Tetcen were much ccncerned with securing the
best possible buffalo hunting grounds, and that this search carried
them westward from Minnesota to Western South Dzkota and adjacent re-
zicns of North Dakota, Montana, Wycming, end Nebrasks, In this region
they found the finest hunting grounds of the west. Their concern there-
«fter was to prescrve these hunting grounds ageinst all encroachment
by outsiders. Against the neighbcring Indian tribes they were suc-
cessful. It was not until 1841 that they begen to feel uneasy about
trespass in their territory. The offenders were not Indians but whites.

The Platte Valley Lad been used by fur traders since 1812 ~s the
shcrtest route to and from the Rouckies, and a small number of parties
had passed up the Platte, through the Scuth Prss and on to Oregon be-
fore 1841, But the number and size of these parties had nct been so
great as to seriously disturb the herds of buffalo in this region.
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In 1841 the .'first large immigrant trein bound for Oregon passed
over the trail, beginning the destruction of the buffalo nearby and
frightening the herds away from the region, and the destruction of
wood and grass in the river bottoms, From then on food became in-
creasingly hard for some of the Brule and Oglala bands to-rocure.

And with each year the number of immigrants continued to grow. Tal-
bot heard one of the Oglala chiefs enquire "if there were still any
whites remaining there, pointing to the eastwerd". (Talbot, 1931).
That was in 1843, In the twelve years period from 1841 to 1852 fully
157,717 immigrants passed over the trail to Oregon, California or Utah.
(Breed, p. 254)., True, none of them stopped to settle in the Teton
country, but their effect on the buffalo in the region was devastat-

ing.

Isclated cases of Indian attacks on the immigrent parties began
in the early years of the large scale immigration. It became appar-
ent that government protection of the immigrants would be necessary.
Accordingly, a string of forts was set up by the Government. Princi-
pal ones in the Teton Country were Fort Kearney (Neb) established
in 1847, and Fort Laramie, purchased from the American Fur Co. in 184°9.
They were garrisoned with troops.

In 1851 the Government mede treaties with all the tribes along the
route of the Oregon Trail by which the Indians promised to respect the
immigrants' right of way, and the boundaries of the various tribes
were defined. By this first Fort Laramie Treaty the Sioux (i.e. Teton)
territory was defined as shown on Map 15. But in reality this boundary
had 1little me=zning to the Indians. They continued to rorm over a con-
siderable wider area than indicated on the map.

In 1854 occurred the first armed conflict between U.S. troops and
the Teton (2 camp made up of Oglalas, Brules and Miniconjous). 1In
this fight, the so-called Grattan Massacre, some 9 miles east of Fort
Laramie, Lieut. Gratten and 32 men were killed in a dispute over an
immigrant’s cow. Gen. Harney followed the Indiezns in 1855 and gained
revenge by killing 86 Brule men, women ané children at Ash Hollow, Ne-
braska. (See Hunton, and Grinnell, 1915, pp. 100ff).

This merked the beginning of the blocdy wars between the Teton
(often assisted by Cheyenne and Arapcho allies) and U.S. troops.
The period from 1854 to 1877 was marked by brief intervals of vicious
fighting interspersed by longer ones of relative peace =nd quiet, The
principal motive of the Teton throughout this period was the desire
to protect their hunting grounds from trespass by white immigrents,
prospectors, soldiers, and rasilroad men. Prior to 1865 it was the Over-
land Trail treffic and the construction of the Union Pacific Reilroad
that roused Indian opposition; from 1865 to 1868 the Bozeman Trail
from Fort Fetterman to the Montana mines furnished the irritation; and
in the seventies the Northern Pacific Rnilrcad survey in Montana and
the Black Hills gold rush sent the Indians on the warpath. (See Map
No., 12, this paper, for principal routes of the whites through the
Teton country. Mep No. 13 indicated sites of the principal armed
conflicts between Tetcn and whites in the period 1854-~-1890),
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The Indians were aided by the peculiar policy adopted by the
whites, The army was compelled to make peace when the Indians asked
for it, with the result that the Indians were sble to come into the
Agencies to be fed during the hard winters, procure guns and ammu-
nition from the Interior Depertment for the supposed purpose of us-
ing these materials in the hunt, 2nd then turn against the government
forces with their ncwly acquired supplies when the weather was again
fovorable. Again, it should be noted that the groups of Teton en-
znged at verious periods differed. In the wars of the late sixties
the Oglale were the principel contenders, while in the seventies,
~fter Red Cloud, the leader in these wars, had settled down to peece-
ful reservation 1life, the Hunkpaps were most troublesome.

For details on the Indian Wars, 1854 and 1877, in which the Teton
tock part see: Birge, Brady, Brininstool, 1926a, 1926b; Brown and King,
Coutant, Crzwford, E. B. Custer, 1885, 1889, 1890; G. A. Custer, DcLand,
1930; Dodge, 1876, 1882; Gabriel, Vol. 2; Graham, Hunton, Keim, King,
Macleod, Miles, Paxson, Robinson, 1914, Sabin, Seymour, Wellman, and
Vestal. The most valuesble sources above are underlined. (See also sec-
tion on chronology, this paper).

The last armed resistence of the Teton occurred in the winter of
1890-1891, after all had been settled on reservations for more than a
decede. The outbreak of this period, resulting in Sitting Bull's
dzath and the bloody conflict at Wounded Knee, properly belongs with
the Ghost Dance rather than the Indian Wars in a discussion of Teton
History. (See Mooney, 1897).

The Reservation Period, 1865 - the Present.

White desire for Indian land has becen the principal reason for con-
fining Indians on limited reservation arens in the United States. The
land occupied by the Teton was not found desirable by whites until =z
relatively late date, less than 70 years ago, when the cattlemen of
Wyoming desired to extend their activities north of the Platte and
prospectors rushed to the Black Hills for gold.

The thousnnds of immigrants who passed over the Oregon Trsil prior
to this time evidenced no desire to settle in the Teton country. Their
herrts were set on Oregon, California or Utah, So the first treaty in-
volving lend mede with the Teton in 1851 was only aimed at securing
the white man's right of way through the Teton country. Again in 1868,
when the Great Sioux Reservation was established in western South Da-
kot~ (sce Mep No. 15) the Teton were permitted to retain the right to
hunt in thelr old territory to the westward. It remmined uncedecd
Indisan land until 1876, when this territory, together with a consider-
able portion of far western South -Dakots conteining the Black Hills,
wns ceded. In 1889 & large portion of the remsining Teton country
was ‘relinquished. In 1890 the Teton were confined on five smaller
reservations in South Dakota, namely Standing Rock, Cheyenne River,
Lower Brule, Rosebud end Pine Ridge. (See Map No. 15), These reser-
vations, with somewhat different boundaries caused by minor land ces-



Map No. 13.
PRINCIPAL CONFLICTS BETWEEN TETON AND WHITES

1854-1890.
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O ASH HOLLOW, SEPT.3,1855. O FETTERMAN JASSACRE, DEC.21,1866.

@ BUFFALO LAKE, JULY 26,1863. @ WAGO: BOX FIGHT, AUG.2,1867.

@ VWHITESTONE HILLS, SEPT.3,1863. © B..iCilER'S ISLAND, SEPT.17-24,1868.
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lMap No. 16

RESLRVATIONS IN THE TETON COUNTRY TODAY.
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sions since 1890, remain today. (See Map No. 16).

With their settlement on reservations, government attempts to civ-
ilize the Teton were intensified. They were encouraged to adopt the
white man's clothing, language, shelter, religion, education, and me-
thods of making a living. Agriculture was suggested, but the soil and
climate combined with the Indians' dislike of the farmer's life to make
progress in this direction difficult. The old hunting economy was
doomed with the virtual extermination of the bison in 1883, and the
Teton became entirely dependent on the Government for the necessities
of life.

The progress of the Teton on reservations has been slow, impeded
by periods of maladministration, ill health and disease (trachoma, tu-
berculosis, and syphilis in particular), and the Indians' dislike for
farming, unhappiness and defeatist attitude growing out of his parasi-
tic existence.

The present zdministration, through certain sweeping reforms, is
attempting to re~adjust conditions more mear)y to suit the temper =znd
needs of the Indians. But it is a difficult task requiring much study,
patience and time.

See the excellent papers by lekeel on the modern conditions on
Pine Ridge Reservation: Mekeel, 1932, and 1936.

* k k ok ok x ok k k %k X X
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A TETON DAKOTA CHRONOLOGY. 1680-1890.

Father Hennepin first met some Teton on Mississippi River about
70 miles above present site of Minneapolis. Suggested neighbor-
hood of Mille Lacs as location of Teton.

Le Sueur met Teton on Blue Earth River, near present Mankato, Minn.
His is first mention of Teton culture traits.

Pachot located the Teton 80 leagues west of Falls of St. Anthony.
Sometime between 1700 and this date the Teton acquired horses.

Le Verendrye brothers met band of the "Gens de la Fleche Collee"
possibly Teton, April 9, on east bank of Missouri River at point
believed to be just south of present Fairbanks, Sully Co., S.D.

Indian winter count places Teton entrance into Black Hills at
this date.

Jonathan Carver met at least part of the Teton in extreme west
part of his journey up Minnesota River about 200 miles from its
mouth.

About this date the Yankton and Yanktonais, having been driven

from western Iowa by Otos, settled in James Rivzr Valley, S.D.,
at invitation of Teton.

Teton finally conquered the Arikara and gained possession of the
Missouri Valley in S.D. Arikara forced to retreat up river to
mouth of Grand River.,

Trudeau met Teton party on east side of Missouri River at site of
Crow Creek Agency, Sept. 30, He found them well supplied with
firearms,

Loisel built fur trading post on Cedar Island, between Plerre and
Big Bend, First recorded post in S. D,

Younger Alexander Henry found Teton on the upper Missouri River.

Lewis and Clark met two bands of Teton at mouth of Teton River,
west side of Missouri, Sept. 23. (Clark's Map, reprinted in

Robinson, p. 71, locates Brule, Oglala, Miniconjou on the Mis-
souri). They gave first scientific mention of the Black Hills.

Wilson P. Hunt and party of fur traders passed up Misscurl River
and overland westward skirting the Black Hills on the north.

Manuel Lisa made U.S. sub-agent for the Missouri River Sioux and
kept the Teton friendly to American interests during the struggle
with the English further east.

1812-13 Robert Stuart and party of returning Astorians first to use the
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land route later known as the Oregon Trail.

First Teton tresty with the U. S, Government, July 15, at Portage
des Sioux, near mouth of Missouri River. Teton acknowledged al-
legience to U.S. No land claims concerned.

Joseph La Framboise built Fort Teton at site of later Fort Pierre.
First continuous settlement in S. D.

Intertribel wars - Teton and other Sioux groups against Crow,
Arikara and Mandan, Teton forced Crow westward and wrested from
them the region from Missouri River to Yellowstone and Big Horn
Rivers.

Teton signed trade treaties with U. S. Government to assure tra-
ders authorized by U, S. monopoly in Indian trade and thus shut
out British influence. 16 Teton signed.

The Yellowstone, first steamboat on the Missouri, proceeded up
river, thus revolutionising the Upper Missouri Fur Trade.

Fort Pierre founded, 3 miles above mouth of Teton (Bad) River.
This was most important fur trading post in the Teton country.

George Catlin visited the Teton at Fort Pierre, made a number of
portraits and scenes and gathered meterials for later publication.

Maximiliam and Bodmer visited Teton at Fort Pierre, gathered in-
formation for Meximilien's publication,

Fort Laramie founded near mouth of Laramie River, Wyo,., for trade
with Oglela and Cheyenne, Most important trad1ng post with the
Teton on the overland trail route,

Great smallpox epidemic on the Upper Missouri River.

Colin Campbell, in charge of Fort Pierre, estimated the Teton
population at 13,000 and total Sioux population at 24,000.

Rev, Stephen Riggs visited Fort Pierre and preached first sermon
in S. D. Recommended a mission to the Teton.

Beginning of large scale migration of peoples westward over the
trail to Oregon and California.

John C. Fremont's first western expedition via Ft. Laramie,
Francis Parkman followed the trail to Ft. Laramie and joined a
hunting party of Oglala west of Fort Laramie, making many inter-
esting comments on QOglsla culturé of the period in his classic
work "The Oregon Trail".

First white woman entered S. D. up the Missouri River.
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First large party of Mormons followed the overland trail to Utah.

California gold rush over the overland %rail. (Gold had been
discovered at Coloma 1n 1848).

Government bought Fort Laramie as a military post on the overland
trail.

Cholera epidemic on the Plains.

Father De Smet spent greater part of the summer among the Oglala
and Brule.

Stansbury led exploring expedition westward via overland trail;
made many interesting observations on Oglels culture.

Dr. John Evans led scientific expedition into the White River
Bad Lands southeast of the Black Hills; published map in 1852
showing details of the region.

First Fort Laramie Treaty by which Indisn tribes along overland
treil agreed to respect white right of way in return for annual
payments., Boundaries of Western Dakota and neighboring tribes

defined, '

Lieut. Grattan, 30 men, a sergent and corporal killed in misunder-
standing over an immigrant's cow, 9 miles east of Fort Laremis, by
combined camp of Brule, Oglala and Miniconjou, June 17, The sol-
diers were members of Company D, 4th Infantry, stationcd at Fort
Laramie,

Gen. Harney revenged the Gratten Massacre by defeating the Brule
at Ash Hollow, Neb., killing 86 men, women and children, Sept. 3.
Harney's force included dragoons, artillery and infantry.

Fort Pierre purchased by the Government for military post. Gen.
Harney brought his force of 1200 men there following the Ash Hol-
low conflict,

Gen. Harney made a treaty with Teton at Fort Pierre by which they
agreed to respect white right of travel over Oregon Trail and a
trail between Ft. Laramie and Ft. Pierre. Trecty never ratified.

Lieut. Warren sent to moke preliminary survey of the Bleck Hills,
He was accompanied by the geologist F. V. Heydsn, who made first
reliable study of Black Hills geology at this time. Teton ob-
jected to the expedition on grounds that it would frighten away
the buffalo, but there was no bloodshed.

Report on the Indians revealed that only the Yanktonais and Teton
of the Dakota group were still "wild" at that date., Other Da-
kota groups scttled on reservations.
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Teton refused to aid the Eastern Dzkote in their Minnesota
uprising.

About 650 Hunkpapa and Blackfoot Teton joined the Eastern Da-
kota in conflicts against Gen. Sibley at Builalo Leke (July)
and Whitestone Hills (Sept) in N.D. In the fall they returned
to the Black Hills to hunt buffalo.

The Brule and Ogalala, who had been relatively well behaved
sincé 1856, began attacks on overland trail immigrants, stage
passengers, and telegraph operators. These attacks increased
in number and sevdarity in 1864 and 1865.

Fort Sully built on east side of Missouri River, 6 miles below
present town of Pierre.

Gen. Sully with 2,200 men opposed combined force of Santee, Yank-
tonais and some Hunkpapa, Blackfoot, Sans Arc and Miniconjou in
campaign during which the battle of Killdeer Mts. N.D. occurred,
July 28, The Teton involved again returned to the Black Hills

in the fall.

United Teton, Cheyenne, and Arspaho killed 18 soldiers and plun-
dercd Julesburg Stage Ststion, Jon, 6. Later in month completely
wrecked about 75 miles of rosd--burning stations, ranches, cap-
turing wagon trains, and destroying telegraph lines,

The Government voted to oprovide s road from the overlend trail to
Bozeman, Montanz, March 1., In esrly spring Col. Sawyer set out
from Ft. Leramie to survey the route, Red Cloud sought to dis-
suade him through werning but no bloodshed. Unsuccessful.

About 3,000 warriors of combined Sioux-Aropaho-Cheyenne attacked
Platte Bridge necr present Casper, Wyo., in late July. Soldiers
succeeded in holding bridge end stockade with only 8 men lost.

Treaty of Fort Sully. Separste treaties with each of seven Teton
bands. Agreed to peace, submission ox troubles to the president
end to respect right of way of ro~ds, in return for =nnuities.
Terms generally misunderstood by Indians. Lower Brule at this
time agreed to go on reservation necar old Fort Lookout.

Fetterman Massacre, 81 whites killed by combined Teton-Cheyenne-
Arapsho near site of Fort Phil Kearney, Wyo., Dec, 31,

Wagon Box Fight, Aug. 2,--the most disastrous Indian defe=t of
the wars in which the Teton took part. Indisn losses estimoted
at from 1000 to 1500.

The Union Pacific Railread begazn to cross Wyoming. Town of Chey-
enne founded &s western terminus of the road in winter of 1867-68.

Beecher's Island Fight on Arik=are Fork of Republicad River, Colo.,
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Sept. 17-24, Party of 51 frontiersmen under Major Forsyth held
off large force of combined Cheyenne~Sioux-Arapaho in gallant
stand.

Second Fort Laramie Treaty ended the Red Cloud War, in November.
The Government capitulated to Red Cloud's demand that road to
Montana be closed and forts removed. Great Sioux Reservation es-
tablished containing all of western S.D. with hunting privileges
further west. Teton relinquished all claim to territory east of

Missouri River.

1869~70 These were years of entire peace in the Teton country.

1870

1871

1873

1873

1873

1874

1875

1876

1876

1876

Red Cloud visited Washington and New York in the summer, and agreed
to settle on a reservation near Fort Laramie which became known as
the Red Cloud Agency.

Sitting Bull began to lead the Teton opposition to the Northern
Pacific Railroad through country claimed by Teton on south bank
Yellowstone River, Mont.

First Protestant mission to the Teton established by Rev:. T. L.
Riggs.

Red Cloud Agency moved to White River 80 miles northeast of Fort
Laramie, near Ft. Robinson.

Last intertribal war in which Teton took part; conflict between
Brule and Oglala war party of 1200 and Pawnee hunting party of 400
in Massacre Canyon, southwestern Nebraska. About 200 Pawnee
killed.

Custer with 1000 men sent into Black Hills to investigate possi-
bility of establishing an army post there for better handling of
Teton problems, July. Indians incensed over this violation of
the 1868 treaty, but no open conflict. Custer returned to Ft.
Abraham Lincoln on Aug. 22, to report discovery of gold in Black
Hills,

Treaty commission failed to galn Indian consent to cession of the
Black Hills. Miners rushed on to the Hills without legal right
to do so,

Following Gen, Crook's attempt to punish Indi=ans for raiding white
prospectors in the Black Hills, he met combined Teton-Cheyenne
force on Rosebud River, Mont., June 17,

Custer Massacre on the Little Big Horn in whiech 265 whites were
killed by Teton-Cheyenne-Arapaho forces. .

Teton ceded all claims to Black Hills and their hunting grounds
further west, Sept. 26. All Teton except Gall's and Sitting
Bullt's bands which fled to Canada became thereby settled reser-
vation Indiens,
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The last Teton Sun Dance was performed.
The last great buffalo hunt of the Teton was held.
The last Buffele wes ¥iilsd by Toton in Nevember of $his year.

Great Sioux Reservation broken up and five smaller ones estab-

lished by Act of March 2, The new reservations, Standing Rock,
Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Rosebud, and Pine Ridge, exist to-
day although some boundary changes have been mede since 1889.

The Teton sent z delegation to visit Wovoka, the Ghost Dance
prophet in Nevada in fall of this ye~rr. They returned to en-
courage the Ghost Dance on Sioux reservations.

Messiah War on Teton reservations, growing out of Ghost Dance
excitement and locel grievances, during which Sitting Bull was
killed (Dec. 15) z2nd conflict at Wounded Knee took place (Dec.
29). Disturbance lasted into January 1891, Represents last
armed conflict between Teton and whites.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

A number of strong individuals ployed an important part in deter-
mining the course of Teton history in the 19th century. Little infor-
mation is aveilable on the Teton lecaders prior to the sixties, but the
names and deeds of later leaders such as Red Cloud, Gall, Sitting Bull,
Crezy Horse, and Spotted Teil are well known to students of American
history. These men differed in traits of cheracter; in sbilities, and
in attitude toward the whites. Some gained recognition as warriors,
some as diplomats, orators, or peascemakers: A few combined several of
these abilities. Nearly all were self-mede men, rising from obscurity
to positions of prominence and leadership among their people throcugh
their own abilities.

The One Horn: Catlin stated that this man, a Miniconjcu, was the
principal chief of 211 the Missouri Sioux in 1832. He was renowned as
a warrior and hunter, and could run down & buffelo on foot and kill it
with a bow and errow. (Catlin, Vol. 1, p. 211, Portrait in color
Plate 91).

Red Fish: Prominent Oglala chief about 1840. Met by DeSmet at
Fort Pierre in 1841, in which year he had suffered a severe defeat from
the Crows which cost him his leadership. (BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, p« 359;
DeSmet).

Whirling Bear: A Brule chief, leader of the Indians in the Grat-
tan Massacre Aug. 19, 1854, as rcsult of which he himself wos killed.
(BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 789).

Little Thunder: A Brule chief, present at the Grattan Massacre;
assumed ccmmand after death of Whirling Bear; took pert ‘in battle of
Ash Hollow in 1855; died some years leter. He was fully 6 ft, 6 in.
tall, large in proportion and of superior intelligence. (BAE-B 30, Pt.
1, p. 771).

Red Cloud: (1822-1909) Oglals chief, probably the most able Teton
leader of the late 19th century; not an hereditary chief but rose to
prominencé through own efforts; headed the opposition tc the Bozeman
Trail in 1865 and led Indian forces in the Fetterman Massacre and Wagon
Box Fights in 1866 and 1867; made peace =t Fort Laramie in 1868 only on
condition that the Bozeman Road be absndoned and forts evacuated; from
that date he took no part in wears against whites; visitcd Washington in
1870 and agreed to settle on reservation known as Red Cloud Agency near
Ft. Laramie; agreed to cession of Black Hills in 1876; opposed the Sioux
outbreak of 1890-91; renowned as warrior and statesman. (BAE-B 30, Pt,
2, p. 359; Dictionary of American Biography Vol. XV, p. 437; Portreaits
are numerous in boocks on Indian Wars, but see especially Cook, which
has several rare views, Capt. Coock of Agate, Neb, was Red Cloud's
closest friend among the whites. He now has many personsl srticles of
Red Cloud in his private museum at Agate).

Spotted Tail: (1833-8l) Brule chief; nct an hereditary chief but
attained prominence through personal qualities; took ccnspicuous part
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in Grettan Massacre, and battle of Ash Hollow after which,he gave him-
self up to the troops at Ft, Laramie in order to spare hlS pedple; was
freed and favored the construction of Bozeman Trail 'and forts which
lost him many followers ‘to Red Cloud; signed trésty of 1868; went to
Washington with Red Cloud in 1870; favored sale of Black HlllS‘ in
1876 appointed chief of all Indians at Red Cloud and -Spotted Tail
agencies; negotiated’ CreZy Horse's surrender in 1877 killed by Crow
Dog in 1881, (BAE-B 30, Pt. 2, pp. 626-6277 Dictionary 6f Americen
Biography Vol. XVII, p.,469 Portrait_in BAE-B 30, Pt..2, p. .627).

Crazy Horse: (1842-1877) Oglala chief; with Sitting Bull & ‘leader
of the hostiles in the seventies; opposed Crook on. ‘the Bosebud and
Custer on the IitﬁleeBighorn in? ; pursued by Gen, Miles in following
“winter; surrendered in spring of _ .7 with 2,000 followers; arfested
undér suspicion of stirring up. trouble in Sept. .1877, broke sway and
was shot to death. (BAE-B "30, Pts 1, p. 358; Dictionary -of American
Biography, Vol., IV, pp. 530-5“1 Miles, PP. 193 244; Brininsteool; '1929;
Portrait .in Wheeler, opp. p..104)_

Sitting Bull: (1834-1890) Hunkpaps leader; Hi$ féther a sub-chief;
-took active part in wars of 1860's.in North Daketsa; first bccame wide-
ly known when led reid egainst Ft. Buford in 1866*~on werpeth almost
continucusly from 1869 to 1876 against whitis or Crows or Shoshdénij re-
fused to go on reservation in 1876; lender with Crazy Horsec in Custer
Massacre; fled into Canada with a number .of followers whepe hé remained
until 1881 when .he returnéd to surrcnderst Ft. Buford under: promise
of amncsty, confined at Fort Randall until 1883, influenced Sioux re-
fusal to sell land in 1888, encouraged thé first Ghost Dence on Stend—
ing Rock Reservation; killel by Indian. lelCP trying to srrest him in:
_1890. He wes renowned as an organizer and mdicine men,. (BAE-B 30,
Pt. 20, PP 583-584 Dictionary of Amsricen Biogrrohy PP, 192-193,

Vol. 'XVII Vastal, 193> entire, which cont4ins several portraits;
Mooney, 1897)

_ Gall: (1840-1894) ' Hunkpspe . chief; not on hereditary chief;
fought in bzttles in Nbrth Dakots in 1863 64; 2 le=der in the Custer
Mnssecre, fled to Canada With Sitting Bull but returned to Surrendfr
in 1881; settled on Stending Rock Reservation; denounced Slttlng Bull
and became friendly to whites; sncouraged Indian educqtion, influential
in securing the land cession of 1889; from 1889 was judge of the court
of Indisn offense at Standing Rock sgency. A great war lcader in the
'70s, he biecame potent influence for peace =nd progress from 1881 till
his death. (BAE-B 30, Pt., 1, p. 482; Dictionary of American Biogrephy
Vol, VII, pp. 101-102; Portrait BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 482).

John Grass (or Charging Bear): (1837-1918) Blackfoot chief; son
of chief of same name; renowned as a2 councilor ~nd orator rather thean
warrior; opposed warfare of the seventies; a leading exponent of pro-
gress in rescrvetion days; was chief justice of Indian court at Stand-
ing Rock; opposed the cession of 1889 until more money offered; became
member of Catholiec church. (Dictionary of Auerican Biography, Vol. VII,
pp. 501-502; South Dokote Historicsl collections, Vol. 1, pp. 154-156;
Portrsits in BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 568; S. D. Hist. Col. ¥ol..l}y p. 65;
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Densmore, Plate 73).

Other leaders of scmewhat lcss prominence than these menticned
above were:

Big Mbuth (died 1873 or 1874) see BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 147, a
Brule chief, killed by Spotted Tnll.

Hollow-hcrn Bear (born 1850) sce BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 557, = Brule
chief.

Short Bull (born abcut 1845) see BAE-B 30, Pt. 2 D, 554, a Brulb
_chlef, prominent durlng the Ghost Dance excltement

© Blg Foct (died 1890) see BAE-B 30, Pt. 1, De 146, portrait in Well-
mAn, OPP. Pe. 255. A thknapa chlef promlnent in 1890.

Rain—in-the-Face (1835—1905) see B{E-B 30, Pt. Bs D 353, pprtrait
in Wellmen cpp. p. 148. A Hunkpapa chief s2nd prcmlnpnt qrrrlcr.

Americen Horse see BLAE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 48; portrait in Grinnell,
1900, frontispiece. A4An Oglaln chief, '

Kicking Bear sec BLE-B 30, Pt. 1, p. 686; Portrait in MCUncy, 1897,
An 0glela lésder and priest prominent in 1“90.

_ Young Man- ufraid cf His Horse see BAZ-B 30,.Pt. 2, p. 1001. An
Oglale chief e~nd warrior,

“Portraits ¢f a number of Tatcn chiefs end influential le~ders of
sumewhat later pericd (i,e. the turn &f the' cuntury) in Grinnell, 1900
and Dixon.

W. H. Jackson, phctcgrapher fecr the U, S. Geolcgical Survey tcok
a large number of pictures c¢f Teton individusls pricr to 1877. These
pictures, comprising probnbly the best collcetion of Toton portraits
in existenée, ere listed in Miscellanecus Publicaticns No. 9, U, S.
Geclogicel Survey of the Territories, thhingtcr, 1877.
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT SUGGESTIONS,

Museum exhibits intonded to portrey a flet picture of an’Indian
culture at a given period are open to misinterpretetion on the part of
the musuem visitor who often fails t0. reclize the limited period for
which the culture- traits portrayed were characteristic of the tribe
in question, This would be especially true in regerd to Teton cul-
ture. A flat: picture of Teton -culture of the period 1890h1840, when
the old buffalo hunting culture was at its height ‘would be an inac-
curate portrayal of this culture a half century earlier or later.. It
shculd be remembered toc, thet in the period 1820-1840 there were al-
ready a considerable number of traits which were not of native origin
but were introduced by whites (teee firearms, iron arrow points, glass
beads, iron kettles for cooking, to mention but a few).

It would be preferable if, instead 'of attempting a flat picture cf
Teton culture in museum interpretation, a dynamic,: moving picture could
be used which would bring out the modifié¢ation of old traits and intro-
duction of neéw ones with the. passage of time, The deta given in this
paper isg s0 far as possible; written with this dynamic treatment in

mind.

Some suggested exhibits for the' interpretation cf interesting as-
pects of Teton culture are listed below, Each exhibit might well cccupy
a case., Wherever possible, authentic specimens or replicas should be
used in connection w1th prepared exhibits (models, mops, charts and
illustrations):

1. Who were the Teton: an introductory exhibit interpreting the
origin, lenguage, physidal type) migrations snd locations at various
periods cf the Téton, Decorative meps and charts tcgether with phctos
and life-sized models cof. physical type right well be used.

2. Importance of the Buffnlo tc thé Tetcn: its influepnce on Te-
ton culture bringing out its many uses; its influence on Teton history
(migretions, wers, fur trade, snd the efféct of its, exterminvtlon)

A model cf the buffalo together with illustrations and decorative maps
might well be used, in addition tc any suitable specimens of materiels
nade from the burfalo which might be obtained.

3. Importance of the Horse tov the Teton: its introducticn from
Europe, spread over the Plcins, mode of capture, riding gear, use in
transportation (especinlly the travois) and in worfore and hunting.
Models cof horse and traveis, and horse saddled for riding together with
decorative maps, cherts, illustrations, and ony specimens ¢f riding geer
avallable might be used.

4, The Teton as a Fighting Man: map of enemies and allies of the
Teton, specimens or replices of weapons used at vorious pericds, con-
duct of war pnrties (illustrations), system of war honors (charts),
model of mounted warrior with equiprient, cte,

5. The Teton Life Cycle: =zand exhibit interpreting by means of
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11lustraticns cf the life history of a typical Teton warricor of the mid-
nineteenth century; birth Hunka cerem\ny, c¢hildhood trninlng, war

deeds, marrisge, hunting, vision.quest, participation “in- ceremony of

a men's sceiety, death, gnd burial. JIn c‘uch an exhibit many Aspectb of
Ts ton culture ‘nct ctherwise qmenable to museum interprctatlon cdn be
brought out in an attrs etive. mpnner.

6. Tobacco, Pipes and Smoking .Custcms: specimens of ‘kinds of
ﬁobacco used, decoratlve map showing various ways of using tobaccd in
aborig1nal Amérlca, ‘chart showing dlffucion of tobacco and smoking
customs to other parts of the world, sPeclmenL of Teton pipes and
smoking equipment if available, illustretions show1ng quarrying of pipe-
stone in Minnesota, making the bowl and drilling the stem, also social
and ceremonial’ smoking -scenes. ‘

.7« Arts and Crafts of the Teton: interpretation of the materials
used, ‘techniques and so far as possible inclusion of spe01mens of work
in the three principal techniques of painting, quillwork, and beedwprk.

8.. Games and Amusements: =an exhibit explaining a2pd interpreting
by mesns of illustrations and specimens (if obtainsble) of 'several se-
lected games; illustrations of dancinz and use of musical instruments
with specimens of drums, whistles, rattles, ete. if obtainable.

iExcellent;subjects for. diorsmas or sizecble 01l paintings for in-
clusion in museums would be:.

a. A Teton camp scene with emphasis on local color =and
portrayal.of aspects.of women's. worik in hides.

b. A hunting scene showing the surround or the drive
over cliffs.

c. A scene chowing the last intertribsl confligt - the
battle with'the’ Pﬁwnee in Massacre Canyon, Ngbrs :ska, - 1n 1873.

In all these exhibi%s care should.be taken to develop = simple ~nd
attractive arrengement of elenﬂnts in the cases, arnd 1o pr‘vbnt a fresh
interpretation rather than a repetition of emphzsis .n aspects emphasized
in those museums already established which deal with the Plains Indisns.
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