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FOREWORD 

These Proceedings provide a record of the "Workshop on Biosphere Reserves and 
Other Protected Areas for Sustainable Development of Small Caribbean Islands," 
held on May 10-12, 1983, at Caneel Bay, within Virgin Islands National Park, 
St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands. 

The workshop focused on the conservation and sustainable development of small 
Caribbean Islands, and explored possibilities for future action to establish 
and use protected areas to improve the standard of ecosystem management and 
the quality of life of the people of the region. Its specific objectives were: 

(1) To explore the role of biosphere reserves and other protected areas in 
stimulating and sustaining development of small Caribbean islands; 

(2) To assess the status of information on significant ecological resources 
and to evaluate the present coverage of protected areas; 

(3) To review the mechanisms, programs, and sources of support at the island, 
regional, and international levels for establishing and managing biosphere 
reserves and other protected areas; and 

(4) To identify initiatives of common interest relating to the selection, 
management, and use of biosphere reserves and other protected areas to enhance 
ecosystem management skills and support the integrated development of the 
region and conservation of its biological diversity. 

The workshop was sponsored by the U.S. National Park Service, the Caribbean 
Conservation Association, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and its Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 
Program. This documentation of the workshop has been prepared with the 
hope that it will promote interest in the role of protected areas In 
conserving the ecosystems of the developing region and improving the well-
being of its people. 

Jim Wood 
Editor of Proceedings 
U.S. National Park Service 
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