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INTRODUCTION 

In the late spring of 1983, a group of social scientists specializing 
in parks and recreation gathered at the Uplands Field Research Laboratory 
in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM) to share their 
experiences using unobtrusive measures to study social behavior in parks. 
Unobtrusive measures refers to those means of evaluating human behavior 
that do not require direct contact and interaction with the recreator. 
Examples are direct observation, wear patterns on grounds or equipment, 
litter patterns, time lapse photography, traffic counters, etc. 

The two day discussion was lively and enthusiastic. All agreed that 
unobtrusive measures can be very effective tools of social research and 
tend to be underutilized in park settings. 

The workshop opened with a presentation by Dr. Geoffrey Godbey 
concerning why the time has come for greater use of unobtrusive techniques 
to study social behavior in parks. Drs. Gene and Lei Lane Bammel then 
summarized various ways that unobtrusive measures have been applied in 
park and recreation studies. More detailed analyses of specific types of 
techniques were then presented by Drs. Gary Machlis, Thomas More, 
Gary Mullins and John Heywood. Finally, discussion focused on three 
studies planned for the summer. The unobtrusive measures used in those 
studies are presented by Dr. John Burde, Dr. John Peine and Mrs. Laura 
Szx-zak. 

It is hoped that this collection of papers will prove to be a valuable 
tool to both scientists and park managers concerned with social behavior 
in parks and recreation. 
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