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FOREWORD 

This conference and its proceedings were conceived from the 
thought that solutions to wi1dland impact problems could be defined and 
identified by bringing together land managers, recreation users and 
natural resource researchers. 

This was an ambitious goal. The reader will not find in these 
proceedings any magic panaceas or even a definitive answer as to what 
constitutes an impact or what level of impact is unacceptable. Con­
ference participators did learn that there are no simple, single 
answers to these questions, that the only single answer is one that 
says, "It depends. . . ." Impacts and their acceptance depend upon 
physical, biological and social factors. And what is acceptable de­
pends to a considerable extent on the management objectives for an area. 

The spirit and intent of the conference were well expressed by a 4-
wheel drive enthusiast when he confessed that "this is the first time 
that I have been with other recreationists and managers that I haven't 
been made to feel the total blame, the bad guy for wildland problems." 
Recreationists representing diverse activities, resource managers from 
several different public agencies and researchers working in public 
agencies, universities and private consulting firms recognized that the 
first step in identifying, isolating and solving resource damage 
problems was for everyone to accept responsiblity for a share of the 
problem. 

The specific conference objectives were no less ambitious than the 
goal. These proceedings are dedicated to: 

• Understanding different perceptions of impact and their meaning to 
management. 

• Integrating research findings into management practices regarding 
soil, wildlife, vegetation and changes caused by recreation 
activities. 

• Examining first-hand experiences in efforts to prevent and remedy 
recreational impacts. 

• Suggesting direction for management, research and the user. 

The scope of discussion was limited for practical reasons. For 
example, winter and water-based recreation as well as developed camp­
site recreation were not featured. Emphasis was placed on the physical 
and biological changes resulting from wildlands recreation. Access 
methods included foot, horse, trailbike and 4-wheel drive. "Wildlands" 
included wilderness, backcountry, roadless and roaded areas used for 
dispersed recreation. 

These proceedings reflect the conference objective to approach the 
issue of recreational impacts on wildlands from a variety of per­
spectives. The reader will find an introductory philosophical paper 
followed by the pragmatic experiences of two land managers and a repre­
sentative of the land-using public. Researchers present technical 
papers featuring perceptions of recreational impacts and specific 
findings from studies on soil, vegetation, water/noise and wildlife. 
No less important are the experiences reported by user and user groups 
as well as techniques used by field managers for preventing and 


