
The Story of Yaquina Head 

Jutting into the Pacific Ocean, Yaquina 
Head is battered and scoured by waves, 
wind and rain. The headland is a lava flow 
which originated at least 14 million years 
ago in eastern Washington and Oregon, 
and spread some 300 miles before reach­
ing the ocean. The lava then cooled to 
form basalt rock which refuses to be worn 
away as quickly as the surrounding sand­
stone and other rock. Thus the bordering 
sandy beaches recede, while Yaquina 
Head endures. 

Life abounds in this seemingly harsh, 
unforgiving environment. Harbor seals 
haul out year-round on Seal Rock, just 
south of the tip of the headland. Spring 
and summer, thousands of seabirds flock 
to the nearshore islands to breed and 
raise their young. Migrating gray whales 
can be observed in early winter and again 
in spring. In recent years, a number of 
"resident" whales have taken to feeding off 
Yaquina Head during the summer. Low 
tide reveals a great diversity of life in the 
"Marine Gardens." Seaweeds, sea stars, 
hermit crabs, purple urchins, sea anemo­
nes and other organisms find a home on 
this rocky ocean floor. To allow everyone 
access to this unusual habitat, the BLM is 
converting a former rock quarry to an 
intertidal zone (see map - area #8). 

People have also found Yaquina Head a 
worthy site to visit. Layers of shell debris 
attest to native people's taste for the 
mussels and other seafoods found here 

over 2,000 years ago! Oregon's tallest 
and second oldest lighthouse has illumi­
nated this promontory since 1873. The 
hard basalt which forms the headland was 
quarried and crushed to build local roads 
and driveways. 

In 1980, Congress created the 100-acre 
Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area. 
It is managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management to protect its scenic, scien­
tific, educational and recreational values 
for your enjoyment and the enjoyment of 
future generations. Cooperating in this 
endeavor are the State of Oregon, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

Signs at the tip of the headland interpret 
the life and history of the area. Interpre­
tive activities are scheduled during the 
summer season. Groups may make 
arrangements for special programs by 
calling (503) 265-2863. 

Tax-deductible donations to support 
Yaquina Head's environmental education 
and interpretive programs will be accepted 
gratefully by: 

Northwest Interpretive Association 
c/o Bureau of Land Management 
Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area 
Post Office Box 936 
Newport, Oregon 97365 
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Making your visit more 
enjoyable... 

Boots, raingear and layers of clothing 
will keep you warm and dry any time of 
year. 

Binoculars aid in viewing the wildlife - and 
remove the temptation to approach the 
animals too closely, just for a better look. 

Please—do not handle or feed tidepool 
animals. You may accidentally injure or 
inadvertently kill them. 

Please—stay on the trails and avoid the 
dangerous cliff edges. 

Be careful near the ocean. Large waves, 
especially with an incoming tide, can 
sweep you off the rocks or beach. 

Lock your vehicle and take your valu­
ables with you. 

Have a safe and enjoyable visit!... 
and do come back again! 

Day Use Only 

Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area is 
a day-use area—open from dawn to dusk. 
Located three miles north of Newport, 
Oregon, off Highway 101, lodging, eating 
facilities, and auto services are nearby. 
Several U.S. Forest Service, State and 
privately-owned campgrounds are located 
within a few miles. 

N O R T H 

Points of Interest 

(T) Yaquina Head Lighthouse 

(2) Colony Rock (saabird rookery) 

(3) Fishermen's Memorial 

(4) Marine Gardens 

(5) Black Cobble Beach 

(6) Harbor Seal Haulout 

(7) Upper Quarry 

(8) Quarry Cove Tide Pools 

Facilities 

[9~1 Observation Deck and Telescope 

[TO] Stairway to Beach 
and Marine Gardens 

[ l l | Restrooms 

[l2] Lighthouse Drive 

[l3J Quarry Cove Trail 

[14] Entrance Gate 

[15] Administrative Office 


