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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - the 
Nation's pr incipal natura l resource agency — has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend
able resources are conserved, that our renew
able resources a re managed to produce op t imum 
benef i ts , and tha t all resources cont r ibu te to the 
progress and prosper i ty of the United States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

TJ. S. Department of the Interior 
Nat ional Park Service 

Here, midway between Washington and Rich
mond, Union and Confederate armies fought 
four major battles: Fredericksburg, Chancellors-
ville. the Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Court 
House. The Confederates won the first two. 
After the last two engagements. Federal troops 
continued a drive that eventually culminated in 
the destruction of the Confederate Army of 
Northern Virginia. 

The war 's f i rs t "On to R ichmond" campaign fai led 
in July 1 8 6 1 , as shattered Union t roops streamed 
back into the Washington defenses f rom the 
Batt le of First Manassas. The second th rus t , up 
the Peninsula between the James and the York 
Rivers dur ing the spr ing and summer of 1862, 
ended w i th the Seven Days' Batt les before Rich
mond and the re turn of the Union army to Wash
ington. A th i rd push in the late summer of 1862 
resulted in the Confederate v ic tory of Second 
Manassas. 

Having stopped the Federal Army of the Potomac 
th ree t imes . Gen. Robert E. Lee now led his Army 
of Nor thern Virginia into Mary land. There, in 
September 1862, George B. McClel lan defeated 
the invasion at Sharpsburg on Ant ietam Creek. 
Lee fel l back into Virginia. McCle l lan, however , 
fai led to exploi t his advantage. 

FREDERICKSBURG 

After Ant ie tam, Ambrose Burnside took com
mand of the Army of the Potomac and launched 
a December 11 attack across the Rappahannock 
River. Under cover of a th ick fog his engineers 
started bui ld ing pontoon br idges. When the fog 
l i f ted. Confederate sharpshooters halted the 
work . Though Burnside's ar t i l lery devastated the 
t o w n , the cannon fai led to dr ive ou t the sharp
shooters. Federal in fant ry , using the pontoons 
in the manner of modern assault landing c ra f t , 
then crossed the r iver and drove the Confed
erates f rom Freder icksburg. On the Federal lef t , 
southeast of the t o w n , more Nor thern soldiers 
crossed the r iver. 

The fo l low ing day both armies massed their 
f o r c e s . Lee he ld t h e w e l l - n i g h i m p r e g n a b l e 
heights. On the 13th , Union t roops at tacked at 
t w o points : t h rough open fields downr iver and 
t owa rd Freder icksburg itself. Downr iver they 
were s topped. At Freder icksburg they were 
s laughtered. On the night of December 15-16, 
the Federal forces recrossed the Rappahannock 
and t h e B a t t l e of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g was ove r . 
Lincoln rel ieved Burnside of command. 

CHANCELLORSVILLE 

Joseph Hooker took command of the Army of the 
Potomac in January 1863. He moved in Apr i l . On 
the 27th he left a holding fo rce across the Rap
pahannock f r o m Freder icksburg and marched 
the bulk of his army up t h e n o r t h e r n bank to cross 
and tu rn eastward against Lee's rear. The plan 

was a good one —so logical , in fact , that Lee an
t ic ipated it. He, too , left a holding fo rce behind 
and moved most of his army upr iver to concen
t ra te around Chancel lorsvi l le, a crossroads 10 
miles f rom Freder icksburg. Surpr ised, Hooker 
went into a defensive pos i t ion, leaving his r ight 
f lank unpro tec ted . On May 2, Lee again div ided 
his army and sent Stonewal l Jackson around the 
Union f ron t to at tack the r ight . Jackson rol led 
up the Union f lank, but the day ended tragical ly 
fo r the Confederates. That n ight Jackson was 
accidental ly shot by his own men. He died 8 days 
la teratGuiney 's Stat ion on the R.F. & P. Rai lroad. 

On May 3, Lee lashed out against Hooker's newly 
fo rmed lines and drove them towa rd the r iver. 
But in Freder icksburg Union t roops pushed back 
the Confederates and moved wes tward . Once 
more Lee div ided his small army and hurr ied 
t owa rd the t o w n . On the 4 th and 5th he concen
t ra ted against the Federals at Salem Church , 4 
miles west of Freder icksburg, and fo rced them 
to retreat across the r iver. 

Hooker now ret i red his ent i re fo rce nor th of the 
Rappahannock. Like his unsuccessful predeces
sors, he too found himself rel ieved of command. 
George G. Meade became his successor. 

From Chancel lorsvi l le Lee marched into Penn
sylvania where Meade mauled the Confederate 
Army at Get tysburg , fo rc ing the defeated Lee 
into Virginia, fo l lowed caut iously by Meade. 
A f t e r an i n d e c i s i v e a u t u m n c a m p a i g n , b o t h 
armies sett led in to w in ter quarters. 

THE WILDERNESS 

Gen. Ulysses S. Grant now appeared in Virginia. 
A l though he commanded all Union armies, he 
made his headquarters w i th the Army of the 
Potomac. In early May 1864, he ordered Meade, 
w h o was south of the Rappahannock, to move 
between Lee and Richmond. Lee prompt ly at
tacked the Federals in the Wilderness, a dense 
f o r e s t w e s t of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g . The f i g h t i n g 
ended in stalemate, wh i ch Grant broke by march
ing Meade eastward and sou thward in another 
a t tempt to get between Lee and Richmond. 

SPOTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE 

When Grant pul led out of the Wilderness, both 
armies raced for the key road junc t ion of Spot
sylvania Court House. Lee got there f i rs t and 
dug in. After 13 days of in termi t ten t f i gh t ing , 
marked by heavy losses to both sides, par t icu
larly at the Bloody Angle, Grant again realized he 
could not smash th rough Lee's f ron t . Again he 
sidestepped to the east and moved south t owa rd 
Richmond. Then came the Nor th Anna and 
Cold Harbor operat ions and the relentless siege 
of Petersburg. Petersburg and Richmond fel l in 
Apr i l 1865. A week later, Lee sur rendered. 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

A v is i tor center w i th a museum is in Fredericks
burg on U.S. 1 at the foo t of Marye's Heights. 
Another visi tor center and museum is on the 
C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e B a t t l e f i e l d 10 mi les w e s t of 
Freder icksburg on Va. 3. Un i formed in terpreters 
are at both places to give in fo rmat ion and direc-
t ions The i l lustrated handbook and an auto tour 
guide on sale there wi l l add great ly to your under
standing of the f igh t ing . 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Freder icksburg and Spotsylvania Nat ional Mi l i 
tary Park is administ rated by the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Inter ior. The 
Park covers 3,672 acres and includes parts of the 
f o u r b a t t l e f i e l d s . A l l are w i t h i n 17 mi les of 
Freder icksburg. Two out ly ing points of interest 
are the histor ic Salem Church bui ld ing and the 
Stonewal l Jackson Memor ia l Shrine at Guiney's 
Stat ion (now Guinea, Va.), the house in wh ich 
Lee's famous l ieutenant d ied. 

The National Park System, of wh ich this park is 
a uni t , is dedicated to conserv ing the great his
to r i ca l , natural , and recreat ional places of the 
United States for the benef i t and enjoyment of 
all the people. 

A super intendent , whose address is Box 679, 
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g , Va. 2 2 4 0 1 , is in i m m e d i a t e 
charge of the park. 
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