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B4 Site of oil boom town of
% 15.000. Established in 1865,

a ghost town by 1868
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In Januzry 1865, the
wikdcat Frazier Well
struck o along
Pennsyivania’s Pithole
Creek, launching an
oil frenzy.
\,. Four months later,
R Cokine AP. Duncan
=53 2nd Gearge C. Prather
. : = ———  purchased and on
g 7 B = = Holmden Farm and laid
out §00 lots for lease, founding Pithole City.

By September, 15,000 people lived in Pithole and the city boasted
57 hatels, 3 theaters, an infzmous “red ght district” 2 dady
newspaper, the third busiest post office in the stale and more.

But, Pithole City decined almost as rapidiy s it grew. The oil ran
dry, major fires decimated wells and the city’s hastily constructed
viooden buiidings and new of discoveries in other locales pulled
people away. By December 1866, Pithole’s population was less
than 2,000. The city charier was annulied in 1877.

Today, all that remains of Pithole City are cellar holes in the hillside
meadow, but the legend fves on.

Hours of Operation

The grounds at Historic Pithole
City are open dawn to dusk
year-round. The Pithole Visitor
Canter is open Saturdays and
Sundays from 10 a.m. tod p.m.
June through August and fea-

fures a scale model of the city,
exhibits and an informational
film. Come walk the former
streets of this vanished boom-
town and explors the captivating stories of its diverse populaion.

Tour Options

For informaton on group and guided lours, please contact us at
Drake Wed Museum and Park by caling 814-827-2797 or visiting
www drakewell.org.

Inclviduals with wiig need special 55t = ar X
shoutd call in advance fo discuss their needs. Parsons who ane deaf, hard
of hearing, or speech impaired who wish fo cont2ct 3 hearing person via
Text Telephone can use the A Ralay Canter af 800-654-5984,

Hours and rafes are subject fochange. Please contad! us for additiona!

Site Events

FEBRUARY
JUNE Wildcatter Day
OCTOBER*

*Event held every other year.

(above) Volundeer
reenaclors lead ghostly
tours by lantern fight
biennizhy in October.
{right top) Visitors can
sted down Third Strest at

the annusl Cabin Fever
Party in February.

(right bottom)
Whdcalter Day at Pithole
opens the season in June.

Cabin Fever Party
Lantem Tours

Where We Are Locafed

Historic Pithole City is localed at 14118 Pithole Road in
Pleasantville, PA, just off Route 227 south of Titusville
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