Oil Region Alliance

of Business, Industry & Tourism

The il Reglon Alliance of Business, Industry
& Tourism is a 501(e)(3) nonprefil corparation
with headquarters in Oil City, Pannsylvania,
This membership-based organization serves
all of Venango County as well as the City of
Titusville, Borough of Hydetown and Ol Creek
Tawnship In eastern Crawford County, Tha
Alliance is the lead economic development
agenay and the offlclal Tourist Pramation
Agency for Venango County as well as the
administrator of the Pennsylvania Ol Heritage
Region and the federally designated Oll Region
Mational Heritage Area.

Mission Statement

The mission of the DIl Region Alllance of
Business, Industry & Tourlsm I8 to Increase
the prosperity and population of thae Oil Region
by enticing peaple to live, work, learn and play
in “the valioy thal ohanged the warld” through
the preservation, promolion, developmmeant

and support of historlcal, educational, natural,
recraational, residential, commercial and
industrial destinations,
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LIRS, MU TR anm TERIRISM

217 Elm Street
Oil City, PA 16301-1412
B14-677-3152; 800-483-6264
Fax: B14-677-5206
www.allraglon.org
wiww,. ol LS50, com

Become a member today!

Historic Properties Series

Tarbell

324 East Main Street
Titusville, PA 16354

41°37'42"N, 79°40'6"W

BUSINESS, INDUSTRY avn TOURISM

www.oilregion.org

Ida M. Tarbell and her Childhood Home

Ida M. Tarbell {b, 1867 is possibly the mast famous feamale imvestigative pwrmalist in LS, history, A native of
Ere County, Pennsylvania, Tarbell maoved to Tituswlle with her famly in 1870, She attended Tiusville High
[ 73] T Suhoal and went on to attend Alleghany College in Maadwille, PA,

l S [raclunling s tha sole waman in the class of 1880, Following her
) T

| graduation, Tarkoll accepted a teaching post in Ohic, but resigned after
L bwoyaars, Lpon returning te Pennsylvania, sha acceptad a position as
I mm”"" a journalist at The Chaulsuguan and found her true salling,

l ; : Tarball haned her journalism skille al The Chavlawguan for soven yoorns
lmlﬂlwq "i:l before moving Lo MoCiures Magazine, whare she wiote The History of
Ll LN 11 Sttt O Company, This senalized article was publishad over

A1 i Twvo years beginning in 1902, and then as o book in 1904, Tarboll's
= investigation imo Johin 0. Rockefeller's Standard 01 Company led Lo
- e antitrust lawsults ard congressional heanngs, In 1511, the Suprema
Idﬁ M Tarbell, 1905 |Cm|rl Barcie up th::-.‘ Standard Cil Company Trusl, implamantmg our
CoUntnes first antitrust laws,

Today, Tarbell remalns mast well-known far changing tho faces of the all industiy and journallsm, However,
during, her wrting carear, she aleo pannad a number of impartant bliggraphies, including works on Abraham
Lincalr, Madame Roland and Mapoleon Bonaporlo, Tarbell also publishad an autobography entitled &l in a
Day's Wark In 1939, She died In 1944, : : R
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Streat in Titusville, P fram 1870 through 1876,

Franklin §. Tarbell, Ida's father, built tha houss in LE70 with
mmatarials he sabvaged Mrom Pithole, an ol Boommtoewn in decling
Mr, Tarhell purchased the Bonta House, ane of Pithole's maost
elegant and axpansive hotals, for a mare 5600, He razed the
hioted and maved the usable materals bon miles 1o Titusyilbe,
Using timber, windows, doors, woodwark and iran brackoets from
| AT . ¥ = mi ikl » . o
1I1r;f Eur%li}] H(.l'I‘IhE, Mr. Tarbeall |J'I.."||H i .h!?rll.l-“ ul [talianate hrgﬂn. | Tarbell Home, ¢, 1895
Th nging| homi included a living rooem, dining rodam, spara
room and one-atony Kitchen oo the fest Noor while the gacond Noor containad thiae Badrooms, In addition, the
1870 structure featured a thresstory towear aver the Trant parch, & two-story east wing arkl a nearly flat tin rocd.

Over thie years, tha home experencad disstic changes, By 1898, the Tarbell family had expanded the house
twice, adding & socond MNeor ower tha Kilchen as well bs 8 ona=slory addition batingd the Kdohedn, Tlluf,‘ alad addod |
a second flear arsl's studio at the back of the hame peor to 1942, Lea and Inez Grean purchased the home in |
1918 arvd immadiately ramodelad it for twodamily occupancy. Furthermare, in the late-1920s after a fira, the
Gregns ramaves] Lhe casl wing as woll as tho third flaor Lowar, addad a hippad raafl and thige donmars and
conetructed a Neoclossical porch across the Tull width of the structure, They also updoted and modermized
mary of tho home's intanor features during thair 65 vear ownership,

Telay, Ida Tarbell's childhood home, knewn as tha Tarbell House, 18 owned by the Gl Region Alllance of
Business, Industry & Tourlsm, Rehabilitatod to s pppearance dusing thse 18704, the houso intorprets Torbell's

aarky life aa well ag the sarly yeara and materal cullure of Pennsyivania’s oll Boom.




Preservation Efforts

The Tarhell House, constructod in 1870, 18 a two-story, tallanate home, In
2007, tho Ol Reglon Allkance purchased the 2,702 square foot homae from
AMOC Martgage.

Gustafson Ganeral Contracting began the axtariar rababilitation in 2009,
To start, workers replaced tha 19208-ern dormered roof with o naw,
flattar roofl, returning tha home to ils orlgnal roofling,  The craw than
reconstructed the home's onginal built-in box gutters, using modem
stainless steel. Al asphalt roofing on the rear section of the houss was
removed and raplaced with & standing-seam steel roofl and both bay
windows wane given new hand-soldered terne-coated stel rools, AS part
of tho axtarior renatilitation, the contractar Alac raked and repainted ail
of thie home's masonry, lrom the beick chimneays to the stone foundation,
Workers also litted and solidified the foundation under the west side bay window, The crow removed Lhi
1920s-ara front porch and uslng a combination of histors photos and & ltur[uml GlULh. recorgtiucied the |"r{;lITIl'f .5
celginal Victonon porch and veranca,

Tarbell House, 2007

In the fall of 2010, paintars rastored the home's extenor Lo 1S
criginal color scheme, Students from the Linivarsity of
Pittsburgh, THusville Campus made Improvements to the hamae's
landscaping. craating beds filled with lilles, daffodils, tulips,
crocuges and hastag, |m addition, the Titusyille Shade Trew
Cemmission planted two mapla trees, In late-2011, workers
conslructed o Victonan-style ADA accassibility ramp on the west
slde of the house, completing the structure's exterios
rahabilitaticn,

The Qi Region Aliances bagan the home's interor rastoration in
2012, The Stirling Bridge Devalopmont Company has instaled
electrical service throughout the hame, including period
appropriate replica Hght fixtures as wall as porch lights and mo-
thon detectors, Tha house has also been Ntled with complote firo/smoka/socurnity systams. Ao

" et completed are plumbing and HVAC worls, window restorations, plaster
{ repair, millweok and historically accurate decoration, as well as
new slosm windows and storm doors.

A workman adda dacmatlve detalls o the
home's reconstructed front poreh In 2000,

o In 2016 the thard fioor cupola tower on the southwest corner af the
o| building and decorative wooden trim and tall metal finkal were recon
slructod by Gustafson Ganaral Contractng. According 1o har autotilog:
raphy, lda Tarbel spent many childhood hours studving in the tower,

Taday, the 0N Region Alllance operotes the Tarboll House as o houso
museum and imatas the public 1o leam best practices for continweed
-~ maintenance of a Victerlan-era home,  The home s open for tours by
Lappaintment, for public teas, and & avallable for st Teor rantols Lo
| host spacial events, Contasct ORA office for event schadule, T/2016

Parlo; 7rllowing interior
rehabilitation, 2015

|

Oil Region

National Heritage Area

The Ol Reglon National Heritage Area (ORNHA),
alsa known as “Tha Valley that Changed the
W(:rld was designated by the United States
Congress in 2004,
Adminigtered by the Ol
Reglon Alllance of Business,
Industry & Tourism, this
national hesitage area is
Iecated In northwast
Ponnsylvania, encompassing all of Vonango

County as wall as the City of Titusville, the Borough

of Hydetown and Ol Creek annqhip in eastem
Crawlord County.

As the administrator of the
ORMNHA, the Ol Region
Alllance woerks to preserve,
interpret, enhance and
promate the region’s
distinctive legacy as the
b Lhpterce ol Ll e
potroleum indusiry,

The ORNHA s 1 of 49 National Heritage Areas

(located throughout the LS, National Heritage

Areas are regions where a
combination of natural, cultural,
higtoric and recroational resourcos
shape nationally significant storas
and landacapes, In partnership with
the Natienal Park Service, Natlonal
Heritage Areas foster community
stawardship of our nation's heritage,

Explore More Historic Sites
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Crahn Woll Mugoum

202 Musoum Lang; THueville, PA 16364
814 8272797 warw rakawall o

Bangon Memorisl Library
213 Norlh Frankhn Straat; Titusydibg, P& 16354
1814) B27-2913 WSS benscn. colls.ong

Tiusille City Hall (Kingsland House)
100 Marth Franklin Straat: Titusadlbe, P& 16354
{R14) R27-5300 waw AL e aoim

Ol Craok & Tivsvillo Bollrosd's Perry Stroet Station
A0 Sauth Parry Strael; Tiluayviiba, Pa 16354
1814) 8276228 W, CCANT, O

C'Il Heriagn Mural Inside Farman Natienal Bank
127 Wasl Spring Street; THusville, B 16354
l&Ml B27-5910 www, farmamnb.ocom

Waodlwwn Carmatary (alto of Drake Mamarlal)
BO2 Wasl Spring Stroet; THusville, B 16354
{B14) B27-3422




