
''The unfortunate town of Winchester seems to have been made a regular shuttlecock of by the contending armies.'' 

1st Battle ofKemstown 
March 23, 1862 • Jackson's 1862 Valley Gunpaign 

As <X>mm:tfl<ler of the Valley Oi:nricr, Conftderatc Gen. '11\0m:as •Sroncwalf' Jackson was t.1.Skal wid, k«ping the Federal Anny in the 
Shc.i\!Uldooh Valky from moving c.isr to join Union Gen. George McClellan during d1c Peninsula Ci.mp:Ugn. In a rare imdl.igcn« mistake, 
C.ol. li.1me:r Ashby rq><>ncd ro Jack.son 1lmt most of the Fttleml troops in \VindlCStcr had left tl,e arc:t. 

Relying on d1i.s &uhy inrdligc:1t« Jackson rushed his sma.11 force of neatly 4,000 men north to armck the futcr.ils in \'(/jndlC$tercommand«l 
by Col. Nathan Kimb:tlL Jackson quickly lrorned (h,u he \Ya.S fucing an entire Fodern.l division of 
8.500 men, 'rhc Fcdcrnls.s1oppcd J'u .. i<son at Kcrnsrown then oounreratmcl.:cd mmingJ-acl<son's lefr 
A::mk and forcing him to recren. 

1·hc-battle was a mctical defeat for Jackson, howC\'er the fight at Kt'rnsmwn was a strategic 
victory for the Confcder:ltC$. Preside1lt Abrah;un Linoolo ,vascoJtOO'l1cd rhar Ja&scm w3S-a 
thre:u (O \'<lashing.:on and nxlirect:cd subsrnncial reinforcement$ to the \~1llcy, dq>riving Union 
Gen. (;('()rgc-Mc:Cldl-an's army of these troops. McCldl:tn clain1cd that the addirional rroops 
would have: enabled hi.in to rake: Richmond during chc: Pcninsufa Campajgn, and pcrh;tpS cva1 

end the war th.,r much earli<:-.r. 

Gen. '1lton1.1s "'Stonc:wa.11~ Ja,kson 

2nd Battle ofWmchester 
Jtu1e 13-15, 1863 • Lee's 1863 Gettysburg Gunpaign 

After ,he llonle of Brandy Smrion.Junc 9, 1863, C.Onfcderatc GeOL Robert E. Ltt orderw h.s II C.Orps, AnnyofN011hen1 \',rginia, under Gen. 
Ewdl. to clear the nQrthern Shenandooh Valk:yof f~ml opposition. Ewell$ columns CQnvcrgcxl on \VinchcsccrS g:.trrison commanded by 
Gen. Rob(-rt Milroy. lnstc-ad of rctm1.r-i1tg in rhc fucc. of superior number$, Milroy dct:ermil\cd to n1.tkc a smnd in the supposedly strong 
fortlhc.u.ions west and north of cown. 

l;ighting began on the afternoon of June 13, but d1e no:r day the Confederate Louisiana Brigndc 
c.i.pcurcd \'<lest f-ort leaving Milroy in an untenable position. Alter datk, M..ilroy abandoned his 
~ma.ining en~nd1men~ in an ;utempt ro tttreu to Chari~ Town. Confcdcr.uc Gen. Ed\Yard 
''Allegheny" Jolu,soo's djvision ma«.hcd ar night an<l before daylight on the 15th cuniog off Milroy$ 
n:tn:ar jusr nonh of\Xtinchesterat Stephenson's Dq,or. After imcnsc and chaoric fighting. dlC 
Confederates ctpturt"d :approximately 4,000 J';:der.als and scatt·crcd tl1e re.st ofMilroy's defeated foocc. 

'H,eSec-ond Bank: of\1</indlC:ste.r ,v.u a stunning ConfcdcrJte victory whid1 de.u"Cd the V:.t.llcy of Feder.ii 
i:roops and opened the door for l~'.s-$000nd inv:1sion of rhe North that led to the B,urlc of Cenysburg. 
1'he b..1ulc also demo1\.Str.ttcd :1 rare: use of cxtcnsivec.1rth\\'Orks in the Shcoando:th V."lllcy. 

Gen. Richan.-! Ewdl 

2nd Battle ofKemstown 
July 24, 1864 • Suly's 1864 Maryland Gunpaign 

BdicvingJubal Early$ Confederate arrny w:i.s no longer a 1hn:.1.t in 1he She.naodooh V.11.IC)) f"O.i~r.tl Gen. Horacio \XI right .tlxi.ndoncd his 
pursuit and ordered the VI a_nd XIX Corp.i to rcn,m to \v.tshington, where they were to be scnr to join Gen. Ulysses S. Cranr~s f'Cdcml 
forces at Petersburg. \Xlriglu lefi-Gen. George Crook wich chn:c f'Cdcr.il infanuy divisions and ;l few dernc:nts of cavalry in che Valley co 
hold \Xlind1<::ster. 

Under order$ ro prevent rrinforccmem:s from being sent ro Gmnt. Gen. Cmly mard1ed north on 
July 24 against Crook. A.her ru1 hour of smbborn rcsjsmncc at. J>ritd1:ird's Hill. the F'McrJl linc 
colbpscd, and Crook$ dh-iskms streamed ba('k in disamy du-ough the nm:u of\Vinchdtc:r. 
Pedcra.l Col. James Mulligan, commanding Crook$ 3rd Division, was morrally ,v<mnckd. 

Crook retreated m the Potonl.'lc Ri\'ernnd cl"OMC'd near \XliJlian,spotT, Maryland on July 26. Bcause 
of this defeit aild the subsequent buming of Chambersburg, Pcnns}~\'ank\, oil July 30, Gram 
oiderod die V1 ond XIX G,q,s bock ,o d,cS11cnandoah V.,Jlcy and uni lied ,cvcrnl r'C<lernl 
commands in chc region under Gen. Philip Sheridan. 

- British Observer Col Arthur Fremantlc 

1st Battle ofWmchester 
May 25, 1862 • Jackson's 1862 Valley Gunpaign 

f--oUowing theConfcxk:r:uc: victory at the Bank ofFronr Royal on May 23. Conf«lt:rare Gen. •·Sroncwall" Jackson pursued Union Gen. 
Nathaniel Banks rcc~ring foRX: to \Vinchc:stcr on May 24. By nightfuU, B.1.nks' men were in a defensive: position on the sooth side: of 
\'v'indlCStcr, bmccd for the ad\<ancing Confederates. 

At fo« light on May 25 picket fire opened d>e battle. 11,c 6i,t Confudcmtc au'1Ck occurred against d,e Union left A:u,k atop C.n1p Hill. 
After F.ulod ancmpi,s to sciv: chm ffo.nk Jackson n1mcd his anemion co Banks' right atop Bowen Hill. 
Around 7:30 :i.m. a flank attack led by Gen. l~hru-d Tnylois l.ouisiru,a Brig.,de dislod~-«I 8,ml<s' 
dcfundcrs. In less dlan one hour B.1.nks' line cn.,mbl«l under the pn:ssurc of J.1Gk.sion's .us.tult and Union f 
soldiers Red norrh through the streets of\'vindKStcr. As B.,nks' men mn tl1rough town. angry ci,~li:ms Y 
repom:dly shot at dle Union sokliCf$. Jackson's men pursued as fur .-,orth as Stepho1so,1S i)q>o<. bur 
wilh insufficient cwalry and ;,1 ,va.r-weJry army- slowt:d by throngs of chrilian.s in t-he scnxcs welcoming ,. --...._ 
Jaduon and his men as libcmcors-Banks w-as able to escape. 

Jackso1ls smashing victory ac the First Barde of\'v'indlCSter ,v.'IS thccmocional high point othis 1862 
Valley Gmt(Xlign. sent Federal forces tmnbling out of the Valley. and promprcd nonhem leaders into 
a n:"action th.it inadvcrtc1nly hdpct-f save Richmond. 

( ,en N.1t.111id F\rnb 

Battle of Rutherford's Farm 
July 20, 1864 • £uly's 1864 Maryland Can1paign 

Confederate Gen. Jubal Early was retuming to \'(/inehesrcr a.fi:er a movement on \'v'ashingcon D.C. dtar saw brieffighcing around rhe 
cicyS defe1lSC$. Pursued by Feder:,) forces under Gen. Hor.trio \'(/right, the Confedcmtcs defe:.ttal them at the Battle of Cool Spring on 
July LS and cominued thdr n)ovem.ent ,vcsf\\13rd. 

\X'ich Union forces under Gen. \V.Uiam A,-crdJ appro.iching \'(/jnchescer from the: north. Early scm Gen. Stephen Ramscu.r's co block 
him. Both siclcs pbnned to rnke the initiatl\'e, but A\·eR"II sm,ck first. Atr.u:king across the Rutherford 
Fann. rhc Union right overlapped dlC Rcbds' lefi-, and ~ infumry and cavalry crashed into duu 
vulner.tblc Rank, shattering the end of dM: Confederate line. The soud1em defenses began ro collapse. 
Retreating men sr:muucd through d,e ranks of chose who tri«I ro smod, and dc:spirc R:unscur's cfforcs ro 
seem ,he: rKlc. dlC 1'Cl~J bc-came-a rour. The Conf«lcr.ucs rern:,ucd towards \Xlinche&tcr in confi.,sion, 
wi1h rhc Peder.tis ciptming four pieces of anillery and nearly 300 m<':n. 

1llc: B."tnle ofRud1t:rford's fa,m w:1.S a l<'lJ'e Unioo viaory in d'le Vallq) coming amidst a steady stn:.1.m of 
defc.,u ar the ha.ndsof Confuder:-ire Gen. E.,rlyduring the summer of 1864. 

Gen. Juh.11 Early 

3rd Battle ofWinchester 
September 19, 1864 • Sheridan's 1864 Valley C11npaign 

-

After ,,'teks of skinni:shing aod small banlcs, Confcder.uc Gen. Jubal E.Wy ,nismkellly bc.iiev«I d\.\t new U11jo11 c.ommandc.r Gen. Philip 
Sheridan~s cmrion l'(Rccted a lack of aggrtS$ivcnC$$ and felt s:.\fe in dividing his forces: between \X1ii1chcsrcr omd Martinsburg ,o wnxk the 
B&O 1l3ilroad and ,hreucn Maryland. L.e..ming of Early$ risky maneuvcrS:. and char one of 1:.3.rlyS divisions h-1d lcfr for Richmond 
(tll.·mks to infommrion from pro-Union \Xfinchcsrer residcm Rdxxx:a \Vriglu smuggled ro Sheridan by Afric:m American 111omas Laws), 
Sheridan m°''C<I to atcick cady on September 19. 

The b-.·udc raged :di day on the hills e.tSfand nonh of\Vinchesrer. Early$ vcrcrnns decimated two 
divisions of the XIX Corps and a Vl Corps: division figluing in the Middle Field aod along the: Berryville 
Pike. Confcdcr.nc division oonunandcr Maj. G<:n. Robcrr E. Rode:s and Union division commander 
Brig. Gen. David A. Ru.53Cll \VCR: kill«! within a few hundrt"Cl yards of one another in the hot of the 
fighcing. Lnrc in dle: afternoon, a !fankil\g m0\'C1neiu by Gen. George Crook$ Atmy of\Xlc:sc Virginia 
and Union cwa.lry finally broke Earl)'s o,-crcxrcnded line nonh of town and sc-1u them .. whirling 
through \'Vinehes:rc:r." 

The 1llird &nle of\VindlCSter ,v-.is the largest and 006dicsr battle ever fo\1ght in the: Shc:n,'\1-.doah ValJcy. 
More d1an 54,000 men fought and O\'cr 8,600 be-came msualrics in a ferocious scc--siw stniggle and 
drc,.·e the Confo:lc:races from \Vinchcsrer givirlg the Union pennancm control of the city. 

<._,c-11. l'hili., ~hcrid.u, 
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