
Wilderness, history, and more
Ride to the top of the Gateway Arch at Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial in St. Louis, Missouri. Canoe in the solitude of the Buffalo 
National River nestled in the Arkansas Ozarks. Try on a voyageur's 
bright-banded wool coat and floppy cap at Grand Portage National 
Monument in northern Minnesota. Hike one of America’s prime 
wilderness areas, Lake Superior's Isle Royale National Park. Stand 
in awe of four great presidents at Mount Rushmore National Memor-
ial in South Dakota. Enjoy panoramic vistas in the North Dakota 
badlands at Theodore Roosevelt National Park. Learn about the 
decision that sparked the national movement to secure justice and 
equality in education at Brown v. Board of Education National Historic 
Site in Topeka, Kansas. You can do it all without leaving the region 
known as the nation's “breadbasket."

Wedged like a keystone into the northern half of the nation are the 
13 Central Plains and Great Lakes states. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota border the Great Lakes and 
form an inland seacoast of more than 3,500 miles. The striking 
landscapes of North and South Dakota promise an adventure to 
the west. To the south and west the prairies and woodlands of

Iowa and Missouri meet the expansive Great Plains in Nebraska 
and Kansas. Farther south lie the rolling hills of Arkansas. Two 
great rivers, the Mississippi and the Missouri, drain the region.
Other rivers contribute character and beauty and are important 
sources of recreation.

This is the Midwest, where one of four Americans resides. Within 
the region, the National Park Service (NPS) preserves some of the 
most significant sites associated with our nation's historic dramas: 
the ebb and flow of Indian cultures, the fur trade, exploration and 
opening of the West, Civil War and frontier battles, and the civil 
rights movement. Sixteen U.S. presidents have called the Midwest 
“home." The NPS administers parks, recreation areas, lakeshores, 
and riverways in areas of exceptional natural beauty where you can 
boat, fish, hike, and camp. At Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation 
Area, between Cleveland and Akron, Ohio, you can even see a play 
or hear a major symphony orchestra.

Things you can do when you visit
A variety of activities and services are offered in national park areas. 
Most are open year-round. Operating times of visitor centers and 
other facilities vary from park to park. Entrance fees are charged at 
some parks. Fees may or may not be charged for services and 
activities. Hunting is permitted only in designated areas and regu-
lated by state and federal law. A state license is required for fishing. 
Watercraft use is subject to state and U.S. Coast Guard regulations. 
All parks require pets to be leashed. Pets may not be taken on tours 
trails, or into the backcountry.

To ensure an enjoyable and safe experience, check with individual 
parks for specific schedule information, regulations, climate, terrain, 
accessibility, and safety concerns.
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P lay it  sa fe Enjoy views from overlooks but a/oid unprotected ledges. Keep your children close to you.
Wear appropriate footwear to prevent slipping or falling on trails.
Prevent water related accidents by observing safety messages. Always wear a personal flotation device (PFD) 
while on the water.
Animals in parks are wild creatures, no matter how tame they may appear. For your own safety, and theirs, keep 
your distance. Do not feed or pet the wildlife.
Be aware of road, weather, and water conditions. Drive appropriately.

Visiting the National 
Park System
More than 370 national park areas represent 
the best examples of our nation’s natural and 
cultural heritage. This vast system encom-
passes more than 80 million acres.

Fifty units of the National Park System, nine 
national trails, and eight affiliated areas are 
located within the 13-state region called the 
Midwest.

Nine major trails in the National Trails System cross parts of the Midwest. Each is administered by the NPS in cooperation with other federal, 
state, and private agencies and organizations. Though all are in the developmental stage, parts of each are complete and in use. Hiking and 
backpacking are allowed on most operating sections. Numerous interpretive sites along the trails are vehicle-accessible and interpretive 
centers are open in several communities on the trail routes. The Western Historic Trails Center in Council Bluffs, Iowa, interprets the roles of 
the Lewis and Clark. Oregon, California and Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trails in American settlement. The State Historical Society of 
Iowa manages this affiliated site. For more information contact: 3434 South 34th Ave. Council Bluffs, IA 51501-7962; telephone 712-366-4900.

ICE AGE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL winds through Wisconsin 
linking six of the nine units in the Ice Age National Scientific Re-
serve. The 1.000-mile route generally follows terminal moraines of 
the most recent glaciation but diverges in several areas to include 
other glacial features. About 475 miles have been completed.

NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL will extend some 
3.200 miles from near Crown Point, New York, to Lake Sakakawea 
State Park on the Missouri River in North Dakota. About 1,600 miles 
of the trail are open.

LEWIS AND CLARK NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL begins at 
Wood River. Illinois, and traces the 1804-06 routes of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition to and from the mouth of the Columbia River 
at the Pacific Ocean. Boats or canoes can be used on water portions 
of the route. Land portions can be traveled by foot or horseback. 
Many portions can be approximately retraced following modern 
roads.

For more information about the Ice Age and North Country National 
Scenic Trails and the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
contact: National Park Service, 700 Rayovac Dr., Suite 100,
Madison, Wl 53711-2476; telephone 608-264-5610.

SANTA FE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL, consisting of 1,200 
miles of trail corridor, extends from Old Franklin, Missouri, to Santa 
Fe. New Mexico. From 1821 to 1880 the trail, including the Cimarron 
and Mountain routes, served as an important international and 
national route of commerce and cultural exchange.

TRAIL OF TEARS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL encom-
passes about 2.200 miles along main land and water routes that 
the Cherokee Indians followed during their forced removal from 
ancestral homelands in the East to the Indian Territory (now 
Oklahoma) in the late 1830s.

For more information about the Santa Fe and Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trails contact: National Park Service. Long 
Distance Trails Group Office— Santa Fe, 1100 Old Sante Fe Trail, 
P.O. Box 728, Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728; telephone 505-988-6888.

OREGON NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL follows the route of 
the pioneers who migrated westward to the Oregon country begin-
ning in 1841. Portions of the trail on public lands are marked and 
can be retraced.

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL carried more than 
200,000 gold seekers and farmers to California during the 1840s 
and 1850s. More than 1,000 miles of trail remnants still can be seen 
at various locations along the trail.

MORMON PIONEER NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL traces 
the historic Mormon trek of 1846-1847 and subsequent years from 
Nauvoo, Illinois, to Salt Lake Valley, Utah. A marked motor route 
parallels the historic route.

PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL was used 
from April 1860 to October 1861 to carry the nation’s mail 1,900 
miles between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California. 
The unprecedented 10-day mail run proved the feasibility of a cen-
tral overland-transportation route. It played a vital role in aligning 
California with the Union just prior to the Civil War.

For more information about the Oregon, California, Mormon 
Pioneer, and Pony Express National Historic Trails contact:
National Park Service, Long Distance Trails Office, 324 S. State 
St., Suite 250, P.O. Box 45155, Salt Lake City, UT 84145-0155; 
telephone 801-539-4094.

Ice Age National Scenic Trail North Country National Scenic Trail Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Santa Fe National H istoric Trail Trail o f Tears National H istoric Trail Oregon National H'Stonc Trail Calitornia National H istoric Trail Uoraon Pioneer National H istoric Trail Pony Express National Historic Trail

Chart notes
•  -  Available 
A -  Check at visitor center tor 

special requirements 
8 -  Check at visitor center tor 

permit requirements 
C -  Not all waters in park open to

swimming: not all beaches protected: 
check at visitor center 

D -  Tour begins from information center 
E -  By permit issued by Superintendent 
F -  Only in designated areas: check at 

visitor center 
N -  Non-NPS services or facilities near park 
P -  Programs available with advance 

notice, off-site only 
W -  Includes winter camping

Map notes
•  National Park System Areas

♦  Ice Age National Scientific Reserve

NEM National Expansion Memorial

NHS National Historic Site

NM National Monument
NMEM National Memorial
NMP National Military Park
NP National Park
NPRES National Preserve
NR National River
NRA National Recreation Area
NRR National Recreational River
NRRA National River and Recreation Area
NSR National Scenic Riverway
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The National Park System in the Midwest includes eight affiliated areas which are 
not officially part of the NPS: Illinois and Michigan Canal NHC, Father M arquette 
NM, Chimney Rock NHS, International Peace Garden, David Berger NM, Ohio and 
Erie Canal NHC, Ice Age National Scientific Reserve, and the Western Historic 
Trails Center (see Trails section). Although affiliated areas are not managed by 
the NPS, they may receive NPS technical and/or administrative assistance.

Detailed information on an individual area can be obtained from the unit super-
intendent or affiliated managing office. The director and support offices for NPS 
areas in the Midwest are located at 1709 Jackson Street, Omaha, NE 68102- 
2571; telephone 402-221-3471. The NPS Homepage at http://www.nps.gov 
provides park information via the Internet.

ARKANSAS
ARKANSAS POST NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL. This memorial commem-
orates the first European settlement 
in the entire lower Mississippi River 
Valley. A visitor center offers a short 
orientation film and exhibits. The park 
is located near U.S. 165, five miles 
east of Gillett. (Superintendent:
1741 Old Post Rd., Gillett, AR 72055- 
9733; telephone 870-548-2207)

BUFFALO NATIONAL RIVER.
Designated as our country's first 
national river in 1972, the Buffalo 
River wanders through the Arkansas 
Ozarks. The Buffalo falls from the 
heights of the Boston Mountains 
and flows over a 150-mile course, 
eventually joining the White River. 
Towering multi-colored cliffs sharply 
accent the surrounding wild mountain 
beauty with its numerous caves, sink-
holes, waterfalls, springs, and rock 
formations. Floating the Buffalo gives 
one the feeling of wilderness that 
once dominated this country. It is 
located south of Harrison and is easily 
reached by four main highways: U.S. 
65, and State Highways 14, 7, and 
43. (Superintendent: P.O. Box 1173, 
Harrison, AR 72601-1173; telephone 
807-741-5443)

FORT SMITH NATIONAL HISTORIC  
SITE. This site preserves the remains 
of two military posts and the federal 
court for Arkansas' western district. 
The park includes the foundations of 
the First Fort Smith (1817-1824), the

Arkansas Post National Memorial

commissary building of the Second 
Fort Smith (1838-1871), a recon-
structed gallows, and the barracks/ 
courthouse/jail building, which houses 
the visitor center. The site is located 
in downtown Fort Smith, at the corner 
of Third Street and Rogers Avenue. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 1406, Fort 
Smith, AR 72902-1406; telephone 501- 
783-3961)

HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK.
First established by Congress in 1832 
as Hot Springs Reservation, the area 
was set aside to ensure federal super-
vision and preservation of the thera-
peutic hot springs. Bathhouses are 
still available for baths and massages; 
however, most patrons today are more 
interested in relaxation than a cure.
The visitor center is a bathhouse 
museum and open for tour. Scenic 
roads and hiking trails are available 
in the 5,000-acre park. The park is 
located seven miles north of U.S. 270 
and reached via State Highway 7. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 1860, Hot 
Springs, AR 71902-1860; telephone 
501-624-3383)

PEA RIDGE NATIONAL MILITARY 
PARK. This site is preserved to com-
memorate the 1862 Civil War battle 
that helped establish Union control of 
Missouri. A portion of the Cherokee 
Trail of Tears also winds through the 
park. Visitors can view 10 significant 
battle sites and a panoramic over-
look via a seven-mile, self-guided 
tour road. The park is 10 miles north 
of Rogers, on State Highway 62. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 700, Pea 
Ridge, AR 72751-0700; telephone 501- 
451-8122)

Hot Springs National Park

Lincoln Home National Historic Site

ILLINOIS
LINCOLN HOME NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE. The only home 
Abraham Lincoln ever owned— where 
he and his family lived for 17 years 
before he became president— stands 
in the historic area near the heart of 
Springfield. Tours of the restored and 
furnished home are available through 
a free-ticket reservation system. 
Tickets are distributed at the visitor 
center. (Superintendent: 413 South 
Eighth St.. Springfield. IL 62701-1905; 
telephone 217-492-4150; call for group 
reservations: 800-545-7300)

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL 
NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR.
Established in 1984, the corridor 
stretches more than 100 miles be-
tween Chicago and Peru. Illinois. The 
historic l&M Canal, the backbone of 
the corridor, played an important part 
in both westward expansion and the 
growth of Chicago. Identified as a 
new form of "partnership parks,” this

Fort Smith National Historic Site

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial Herbert Hoover National Historic Site Fort Lamed National Historic Site

in the shape of birds and animals. The 
site offers superb panoramas of the 
river country. The monument is on 
State Highway 76, three miles north 
of Marquette. (Superintendent: 151 
Highway 76, Harpers Ferry, IA 52146- 
7519; telephone 319-873-3491)

HERBERT HOOVER NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE. The restored birth-
place cottage of the 31st president and 
associated historic structures recall the 
nineteenth-century Iowa village of his 
childhood. The Presidential Library and 
the graves of President and Mrs. 
Hoover are in the park. The site is part 
of the town of West Branch, adjacent 
to 1-80, eight miles east of Iowa City. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 607, West 
Branch, IA 52358-0607; telephone 
319-643-2541)

KANSAS
BROWN V, BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.
Established on October 26, 1992, this 
site commemorates the landmark 
Supreme Court decision that ended 
segregation in public schools. Plan-
ning for the site is underway. After 
major renovation, Monroe Elementary 
School will be opened as an interpre-
tive center and clearinghouse for 
information about the equality in 
education movement. The site is loca-
ted at 1515 Monroe Street; however, 
NPS facilities are not available at this 
time. (Superintendent: 424 S. Kansas 
Ave., Suite 220, Topeka, KS 66603- 
3441; telephone 913-354-4273)

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore Mississippi National River and Recreation Area

Thousands of acres, in dozens of state 
and local parks, provide outstanding 
recreational opportunities. Access is 
provided by a number of roads in-
cluding 1-35 and 1-94. (Superintendent: 
175 East 5th St., Suite 418. Box 41. St 
Paul, MN 55101-2901; telephone 612- 
290-4160)

PIPESTONE NATIONAL MONU-
MENT. These sacred pipestone 
(catlinite) quarries have attracted 
American Indians for hundreds of 
years. Native American craftsmen 
still fashion traditional pipes from the 
soft, red rock. Other craft demonstra-
tions and displays can be seen in the 
Upper Midwest Indian Cultural Center. 
The center is part of the monument 
which is located just outside the 
city of Pipestone. (Superintendent:
36 Reservation Ave., Pipestone. MN 
56164-1269; telephone 507-825-5464)

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK.
This park commemorates the French- 
Canadian Voyageurs who carried trade 
goods and furs between Montreal and 
northwest North America from 1673 to 
1842. Stretching 55 miles along the 
Canadian border, the park was 
established in 1975 to protect its 
outstanding scenery, geological 
conditions, abundant wildlife, and 
historic waterway system. The park, 
which includes four large lakes 
(84,000 acres), provides year-round 
recreational opportunities. Resort 
communities adjacent to the park 
provide additional services. Access is 
from U.S. 53. (Superintendent: 3131 
Highway 53, International Falls, MN 
56649-8904; telephone 218-283-9821)

SLEEPING BEAR DUNES NATION-
AL LAKESHORE. The park's diverse, 
hilly landscape fringed with massive 
coastal sand dunes is an area of clear 
lakes, birch-lined streams, and dense 
beech-maple forests, and can be seen 
by trail or roadway. Two islands in the 
park served by a ferry appeal to hikers 
and backpackers. The park. 25 miles 
west of Traverse City, is accessed by 
several roads including U.S. 31 and 
State Highway 22 or State Highway 72. 
(Superintendent: 9922 Front St., 
Highway 72, Empire, Ml 49630-9797; 
telephone 616-326-5134)

MINNESOTA
GRAND PORTAGE NATIONAL 
MONUMENT. Located just below 
the Canadian border, the monument 
includes a partially reconstructed, 
eighteenth-century fur trading depot 
and the eight and one-half-mile Grand 
Portage—a route which voyageurs 
followed to avoid the falls and rapids 
on the Pigeon River. The monument 
is located near U.S. 6 1 ,3 6  miles 
northeast of Grand Marais. The facili-
ties near Lake Superior are also an 
embarkation point for a passenger 
boat to Isle Royale. (Superintendent: 
Box 668, Grand Marais. MN 55604- 
0668; telephone 218-387-2788)

MISSISSIPPI NATIONAL RIVER 
AND RECREATION AREA. This 72- 
mile river corridor through Minneapolis 
and St. Paul is characterized by sur-
prising diversity. Shallow and wide 
at the upper end. by the time the 
Mississippi reaches its confluence 
with the St. Croix River it has become 
a vast and powerful part of the largest 
inland navigation system on earth.

FO RT LARNED NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC SITE. Troops from this frontier 
military post marched out to protect the 
Santa Fe Trail. The best preserved fort 
of the Indian Wars era, the site is 
located six miles west of the city of 
Larned on State Highway 156. (Super-
intendent: Rt. 3, Larned, KS 67550- 
9803; telephone 316-285-6911)

FORT SCOTT NATIONAL HISTOR-
IC SITE. This site commemorates Fort 
Scott's role in the opening of the west, 
"Bleeding Kansas," and the Civil War. 
The fort was originally established in 
1842 to keep peace in the "permanent 
Indian frontier," and is partiall restored 
and reconstructed to that era. Located 
in the historic business district of the 
city of Fort Scott, the site offers 20 
historic structures, 33 historically 
furnished rooms, exhibits, and five 
acres of tallgrass prairie. (Superinten-
dent: Old Fort Blvd., Fort Scott, KS 
66701-1471; telephone 316-223-0310)

NICODEMUS NATIONAL HISTORIC  
SITE. African-Americans, who left 
the South during Reconstruction, 
established Nicodemus in 1877 on the 
plains of western Kansas. Although 
promises made by land speculators 
went unfulfilled, the town has survived 
through the perserverance of its 
citizens. The park is under develop-
ment. Signs designate five historic 
structures. Visitors are encouraged to 
stay on public roads, as all property is 
privately owned. (Superintendent: 
Route 3, Larned, KS 67550-9733; 
telephone 316-285-6911)

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATIONAL 
PRESERVE. Established in 1996, the 
10,894-acre preserve typifies the vast 
tallgrass prairie ecosystem that once 
covered a large area of North America. 
The park includes cultural evidence 
of Native Americans and historic 
structures of the Z Bar/Spring Hill 
Ranch, representing the legacy of 
Kansas Flint Hills ranching. Limited 
visitor services are available. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 585. 
Cottonwood Falls, KS 66845-0585; 
telephone 316-273-6034)

MICHIGAN

FATHER MARQUETTE NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL. This affiliated area 
honoring the French priest and ex-
plorer features a museum and an 
open-air pavilion overlooking the 
Straits of Mackinac and the Mackinac 
Bridge. Located in Straits State Park, 
off 1-75, near St. Ignace, the memorial 
is administered by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources. 
(Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, Parks Division, P.O. Box 
30028, Lansing, Ml 48909-0028; 
telephone 906-643-8620)

ISLE ROYALE NATIONAL PARK.
This island wilderness in Lake 
Superior provides 165 miles of foot 
trails and a spectacular environment 
for boating. Open mid-April through

national heritage corridor encom-
passes state and local parks, historic 
sites (including the Chicago Portage 
NHS), museums, and a variety of 
recreational facilities. An affiliated unit 
of the National Park System, it is 
administered by a federal commission. 
(Executive Director: 15701 S. Inde-
pendence Blvd., Lockport, IL 60441- 
6584; telephone 815-740-2047)

INDIANA

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.
Commemorating the 1778-1779 
American conquest of the British 
in what today is Indiana, the park 
includes a visitor center and memor-
ial to Clark at the site of Old Fort 
Sackville in Vincennes. Other historic 
structures are within a few blocks. 
(Superintendent: 401 South Second 
St., Vincennes, IN 47591; telephone 
812-882-1776)

INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL 
LAKESHORE. The magnificent sand 
dunes of this park, which front Lake 
Michigan for 15 miles, rise to 180 feet. 
There are also marshes, ponds, bogs, 
and other remnants of an environment 
created by glaciation, wind, and water. 
An 1822 homestead and 1900 farm  
have been preserved, and recreational 
opportunities abound. The park is lo-
cated just north of 1-94. U.S. 12 runs 
through the park and provides access 
to all major developed areas. (Super-
intendent: 1100 North Mineral Springs 
Rd., Porter, IN 46304-1299; telephone 
219-926-7561)

LINCOLN BOYHOOD NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL. This is an ideal place 
to learn about the Indiana years of 
Abraham Lincoln and his family, who 
lived here from 1816 to 1830. His 
mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, is 
buried here. A visitor center has a 
24-minute film, two memorial halls, 
exhibits, and a museum. The Lincoln 
Living Historical Farm features a cabin 
and other buildings, livestock, field 
crops, and gardens. "Pioneers" in 
period clothing use authentic methods 
and materials to present family living 
and farming activities. The memorial is 
located on State Highway 162, eight 
miles south of 1-64. (Superintendent: 
P.O. Box 1816, Lincoln City, IN 47552- 
1816; telephone 812-937-4541)

IOWA

EFFIGY MOUNDS NATIONAL 
MONUMENT. On wooded bluffs above 
the Mississippi River, prehistoric 
Woodland Indians built burial mounds

October, the park can be reached only 
by boat or floatplane. It is served by 
passenger boats from Houghton and 
Copper Harbor, Michigan, and Grand 
Portage National Monument in 
Minnesota. A lodge, housekeeping 
facilities, and a variety of campsites 
are available. (Superintendent: 800 
East Lakeshore Dr., Houghton, Ml 
49931-1895; telephone 906-482-0984)

KEWEENAW NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK. The Keweenaw 
Peninsula and nearby Isle Royale are 
the only locations on earth where pure 
masses of copper were found in com-
mercial abundance. Prehistoric Native 
Americans began mining the red metal 
about 7.000 years ago. Immigrants 
came to the Keweenaw, adding rich 
cultural diversity. Cooperating sites 
tell major parts of the copper mining 
story. NPS facilities are being planned. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 471, 
Calumet, Ml 49913-0471; telephone 
906-337-3168)

PICTURED ROCKS NATIONAL 
LAKESHORE. This scenic area 
comprises 40 miles of Lake Superior 
shoreline with cliffs, beaches, dunes, 
waterfalls, and forests. Hiking trails run 
the length of the park connecting 20 
backcountry hike-in campsites. Three 
vehicle-accessible campgrounds are 
available. Lake Superior boat tours 
operate from nearby Munising. Winter 
activities include snowshoeing. snow- 
mobiling, and crosscountry skiing.
Park gateways are Munising on the 
west and Grand Marais on the east. 
County Road H-58 provides access to 
sites within the park. (Superintendent: 
P.O. Box 40. Munising, Ml 49862- 
0040: telephone 906-387-3700)

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve
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MISSOURI
GEORGE W ASHINGTON CARVER 
NATIONAL MONUMENT. George 
Washington Carver was born into 
slavery but became a world-renowned 
scientist and humanitarian. This rural 
site consists of 210 acres including the 
1881 Moses Carver House, Carver's 
birthplace, historic cemetery, and 
surrounding prairie, woodlands, and 
streams. A visitor center, museum, 
audiovisual presentations, and a three- 
quarter-mile trail are available. It is 
reached via U.S. 71 to Diamond exit, 
then five miles east; or seven miles 
south of 1-44, via Alternate U.S. 71 to 
Diamond, then two miles west. (Super-
intendent: 5646 Carver Rd., Diamond, 
MO 64840-8314; telephone 417-325- 
4151)

HARRY S TRUMAN NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE. The white Victorian 
house on tree-lined Delaware Street 
was home to the 33rd president for 
more than half a century. From 1945 
to 1953 the home was dubbed the 
“Summer White House." NPS tour 
tickets are available at the informa-
tion center at Truman Road and Main 
Street in Independence. The Truman 
farm home in Grandview is also part 
of the site. (Superintendent: 223 North 
Main St., Independence, MO 64050- 
2804; telephone 816-254-2720)

JEFFERSON NATIONAL EXPAN-
SION MEMORIAL. The stainless steel 
Gateway Arch rises 630 feet above 
landscaped grounds on the Mississippi 
riverfront in St. Louis. Beneath it is the 
Museum of Westward Expansion.

Nearby is the Old Courthouse where 
Dred Scott sued for freedom in the 
historic slavery case. (Superintendent: 
11 North Fourth St., St. Louis, MO 
63102-1882; telephone 314-425-4468. 
TDD 314-425-4467)

OZARK NATIONAL SCENIC  
RIVERWAYS. One hundred thirty-four 
miles of the Current and Jacks Fork 
Rivers provide year-round canoeing 
and johnboating through timbered 
Ozark hill country. There are huge 
freshwater springs, numerous caves, 
and historic structures. U.S. 63, State 
Highways 72, 19, 17, and 106, or 
U.S. 60 northwest of Poplar Bluff, 
provide access to the riverways. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 490, Van 
Buren, MO 63965-0490; telephone 
573-323-4236)

ULYSSES S. GRANT NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE. The 10-acre core 
of Ulysses S. Grant's White Haven 
farm is located at 7400 Grant Road 
in south St. Louis County. Grant's 
association with the property spanned 
four decades, from his assignment 
to nearby Jefferson Barracks (1843) 
until shortly before his death (1885). 
The site features five historic struc-
tures, surrounded by several hundred 
trees. The fifty species of trees provide 
a haven for wildlife. The site is open 
daily. Restoration activity may limit 
access to the main house. (Super-
intendent: 7400 Grant Rd., St. Louis, 
MO 63123-1801; telephone 314-842- 
3298 or 314-842-1867)

WILSON'S CREEK NATIONAL 
BATTLEFIELD. On August 10, 1861, 
more than 17,000 Union and Confed-
erate troops fought for five bloody 
hours, at the cost of 2,539 killed and 
wounded. A self-guided automobile 
tour takes visitors to major battle 
sites. The park is 10 miles southwest 
of Springfield via U.S. 60 and State 
Roads M and ZZ. (Superintendent: 
6424 West Farm Rd. 182, Republic, 
MO 65738-9514; telephone 417-732- 
2662)

NEBRASKA
AGATE FOSSIL BEDS NATIONAL 
MONUMENT. This site contains 
abundant fossilized mammal bones in 
an ancient waterhole bonebed. Ex-
hibits include a full-size diorama of the 
waterhole death scene and reveal the 
fossil story. Areas of exposed fossils 
can be visited on three self-guided 
trails. The "Captain" James H. Cook 
Collection of Oglala Lakota (Sioux) 
American Indian artifacts also are 
displayed. The gifts given to Cook 
represent a lasting friendship and a 
period of transition for the Lakota.
The monument is 25 miles south of 
Harrison on State Highway 29, or 34 
miles north of Mitchell. (Superinten-
dent: 301 River Rd., Harrison, NE 
69346; telephone 308-668-2211)

HOMESTEAD NATIONAL MONU-
MENT OF AMERICA. The Home-
stead Act of 1862 brought dramatic 
change to America. This memorial to 
the homesteaders is on the site of 
one of the first homesteads claimed. 
Visitors can explore a settler's cabin,

the one-room Freeman School, and 
exhibits of agricultural equipment used 
to farm the Great Plains. Hiking trails 
through a restored tallgrass prairie re-
veal a scene as it may have appeared 
to the first pioneers. The site is located 
on State Highway 4 near Beatrice, 45 
miles south of 1-80. (Superintendent:
Rt. 3, Box 47, Beatrice, NE 68310- 
9416; telephone 402-223-3514)

SCOTTS BLUFF NATIONAL MONU-
MENT. The sandstone and clay bluff, 
rising 800 feet above the North Platte 
River, was a milepost for wagon 
trains rolling west along the Oregon, 
Mormon Pioneer, and California Trails. 
Visitors can see the Oregon Trail 
Museum and hike or drive to the top of 
the bluff. The monument is five miles 
southwest of the city of Scottsbluff. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 27, Gering, 
NE 69341-0027; telephone 308-436- 
4340)

CHIMNEY ROCK NATIONAL H IS -
TORIC SITE. A famous landmark on 
the California and Oregon Trails, 
Chimney Rock is located 19 miles east 
of Gering, near State Highway 92. This 
affiliated site is managed by the 
Nebraska State Historical Society and 
the city of Bayard. A visitor center is 
located at the site. (Superintendent: 
P.O. Box F, Bayard, NE 69334; 
telephone 308-586-2581)

MISSOURI NATIONAL RECRE-
ATIONAL RIVER. Two stretches 
of the Missouri River, comprising 
98 river-miles, are protected in 
northeast Nebraska and southeast 
South Dakota. The area includes a 
59-mile section from Gavins Point 
Dam, near Yankton. South Dakota,

to Ponca, Nebraska, and a 39-mile 
section of the Missouri River from Fort 
Randall Dam east to the headwaters 
of Lewis and Clark Lake. These areas 
represent the beauty of natural land-
scape and the dynamic character of 
the historic “Mighty Mo.” The unit is 
still in the planning stage and most of 
the land is privately owned. Visitors 
are asked to respect private property. 
Private and state facilities are avail-
able. (Superintendent: P.O. Box 591, 
O'Neill, NE 68763-0591; telephone 
402-336-3970)

NIOBRARA NATIONAL SCENIC  
RIVER. A 70-mile section of the 
Niobrara River was designated as 
a national scenic river in 1991. The 
Niobrara is an unusual biological 
crossroad, known for its beauty and 
as an outstanding river for canoeing in 
the Great Plains. The upper portion is 
the area most frequently canoed. This 
unit is still in the planning stage, and 
most of the land along the river is pri-
vately owned. Visitors are asked to 
respect private property. Private 
and state facilities are available. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 591,
O'Neill, NE 68763-0591; telephone 
402-336-3970)

NORTH DAKOTA
FORT UNION TRADING POST 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE. This 
American Fur Company trading post 
was the principal depot in the upper 
Missouri River country of the Dakotas, 
Montana, and the Canadian Prairie 
Provinces from 1828 to 1867. Much of 
the post is reconstructed. The site 
showcases a museum and a

refurnished, fully operational Indian 
Trade House. (Superintendent: 15550 
Hwy 1804, Williston, ND 58801-8680; 
telephone 701-572-9083)

INTERNATIONAL PEACE GARDEN.
Commemorating over 155 years of 
peace between the United States and 
Canada, the 2330-acre affiliated area 
contains scenic drives, formal gar-
dens, and other attractions. Located 
on the border between Manitoba, 
Canada, and North Dakota, the garden 
is accessed via U.S. 281. (Superinten-
dent: RR 1, Box 116, Dunseith, ND 
58329-9761; telephone 701-263-4390)

KNIFE RIVER INDIAN VILLAGES 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE. North-
ern Plains Indians maintained an agri-
cultural lifeway in earthlodge villages 
at the junction of the Knife and 
Missouri Rivers. Tours of the earth- 
lodge exhibit and archaeological 
village sites are offered. The park is 
located one-half mile north of Stanton, 
on County Road 37. (Superintendent: 
P.O. Box 9, Stanton, ND 58571-0009; 
telephone 701-745-3309)

THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATION-
AL PARK. The colorful North Dakota 
badlands provide a scenic backdrop to 
this 70,000-acre park. The Little 
Missouri River shaped this wild and 
broken land where, as a young man, 
the 26th president ranched and hunted 
(1880s). Roosevelt’s Maltese Cabin is 
in the South Unit. Roads and wilder-
ness areas offer opportunities for 
seeing elk, bison, wild horses, deer, 
prairie dogs, and pronghorn. Access is 
from 1-94 and U.S. 85. (Superinten-
dent: P.O. Box 7, Medora, ND 58645- 
0007; telephone 701-623-4466)

OHIO
CUYAHOGA VALLEY NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA. Encompassing 
33,000 acres between Cleveland and 
Akron, the area features a wide variety 
of natural, cultural, and historical 
resources. Visitors enjoy picnicking, 
hiking, bike trails, bridle trails, winter 
sports, golf, fishing and ranger-guided 
programs. The multi-use Ohio 8  Erie 
Canal Towpath Trail extends within the 
area's boundaries from north to south, 
paralleling remnants of the Ohio & Erie 
Canal and the twisting Cuyahoga 
River. Routes 1-80, 1-77, and 1-271 exit 
near the park. (Superintendent: 15610 
Vaughn Rd., Brecksville, OH 44141- 
3018; telephone 216-524-1497)

DAVID BERGER NATIONAL MEM-
ORIAL. This affiliated area honors 
the 11 Israeli athletes who were 
assassinated at the 1972 Olympic 
Games, one of whom was David 
Berger, an American citizen. The 
memorial is located in front of the 
Mayfield Jewish Community Center. 
(3505 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights, 
OH 44118-1471; telephone 216-382- 
4000)

OHIO AND ERIE CANAL 
NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR.
Established in 1996, this affiliated area 
will preserve natural, historical, and 
recreational resources along the Ohio 
and Erie Canal. The popular 87-mile 
Towpath Trail from Cleveland to Zoar 
is in varying stages of completion. 
(Ohio and Erie Canal Association,
1556 W. Boston Mills Rd., Peninsula, 
OH 44264-9617; telephone 330-657- 
2982)

DAYTON AVIATION HERITAGE 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.
Established on October 16, 1992, the 
park commemorates contributions of 
the Wright brothers, the life and works 
of Paul Laurence Dunbar, and the 
invention and early development of 
aviation in the Dayton region—the 
birthplace of aviation. Visitor facilities 
and services are available at 22 South 
Williams Street and at the four park 
partnership sites in the area. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 9280, 
Wright Brothers Station, Dayton, OH 
45409-9280; telephone 937-225-7705)

HOPEWELL CULTURE NATIONAL 
HISTORICAL PARK. Finely crafted 
artifacts of the Hopewell Culture (200 
B.C. to A.D. 500) are evidence that 
highly skilled artisans used an exten-
sive trade network east of the Rocky 
Mountains. The mounds and large 
geometric earthworks represent a 
major prehistoric construction effort 
and provide insight into the social, 
ceremonial, political, and economic 
life of the Hopewell people. The park 
is located on State Route 104, three 
miles north of Chillicothe. (Super-
intendent: 16062 State Route 104, 
Chillicothe, OH 45601-8694; telephone 
740-774-1216)

JAMES A. GARFIELD NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE. Lawnfield. the home 
of the 20th president, is located at 
8095 Mentor Avenue, in Mentor. A 
visitor center is available. The West-
ern Reserve Historical Society 
manages this site. (8095 Mentor Ave., 
Mentor, OH 44060-5753; telephone 
440-255-8722)

PERRY’S VICTORY AND INTER-
NATIONAL PEACE MEMORIAL.
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's 
victory over the British during the War 
of 1812 is commemorated by a 352- 
foot Doric column on South Bass 
Island. From atop the column, visitors 
can view the battle area and Lake Erie 
islands. An automobile ferry operates 
from Catawba Point and passenger 
ferries operate from Port Clinton. The 
ferries are accessible via State High-
way 2, from April through November. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 549, Put-In- 
Bay, OH 43456-0549; telephone 419- 
285-2184)

W ILLIAM HOWARD TAFT NATION-
AL HISTORIC SITE. The nation's 
27th president and 10th Supreme 
Court chief justice was born in 1857 
in this house, located at 2038 Auburn 
Avenue, in Cincinnati. Four period 
rooms reflect family life during Taft's 
boyhood. (Superintendent: 2038 
Auburn Ave., Cincinnati. OH 45219- 
3025: telephone 513-684-3262)

SOUTH DAKOTA
BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK.
Established in 1939 for its paleonto-
logical resources, this park features a 
mixture of sharply eroded sedimentary 
formations and wide expanses of 
mixed grass prairie. Open year-round, 
the park experiences great weather 
extremes. More than 64,000 acres of 
federal wilderness protect bison, 
bighorn sheep, pronghorn, and black-
footed ferrets. (Superintendent: P.O. 
Box 6, Interior, SD 57750-0006; 
telephone 605-433-5361)

JEWEL CAVE NATIONAL MONU-
MENT. With more than 100 miles 
surveyed, Jewel Cave is recognized 
as the world’s fourth longest cave. Air 
flow within its passages indicates a 
vast area yet to be explored. Scenic, 
historic candlelight, and spelunking 
cave tours provide opportunities for 
viewing this pristine cave system and a 
wide variety of speleothems: stalac-
tites, stalagmites, draperies, frostwork, 
flowstone, boxwork, and hydromagne-
site balloons. The cave is an important 
hibernaculum for several species of 
bats. (Superintendent: RR 1, Box 
60AA, Custer, SD 57730-9608; tele-
phone 605-673-2288)

MOUNT RUSHMORE NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL. This magnificent carving 
of Presidents George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Theodore Roosevelt symbolizes 
the first 150 years of our nation s his- . 
tory. The memorial is located in the 
heart of the Black Hills on Highway 
244, three miles southwest of 
Keystone. (Superintendent: Box 268, 
Keystone, SD 57751-0268: telephone 
605-574-2523.)

WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK.
Established in 1903, this park is one 
of the oldest in the NPS. Known for a 
cave formation called "boxwork," Wind 
Cave is among the longest and most 
complex caves in the world. The park's 
28,292-acre prairie and pine forest are 
home to an array of wildlife including 
bison, elk, mule deer, pronghorn, and 
prairie dogs. Access is from U.S. 385 
and State Highway 87. (Superinten-
dent: RR 1, Box 190, Hot Springs, SD 
57747-9430: telephone 605-745-4600)

WISCONSIN
APOSTLE ISLANDS NATIONAL 
LAKESHORE. Twenty-one islands 
and a 12-mile strip of southern Lake 
Superior shoreline offer a variety of 
outdoor activities. It is a popular area 
for sailboating and sea kayaking, and 
also offers opportunities for hiking and 
camping. Launching sites, marinas, 
and boat excursions are available. 
Bayfield, on State Highway 13, is the 
location of park headquarters and the 
gateway to the islands. (Superinten-
dent: Rt. 1, Box 4, Bayfield, Wl 54814- 
9701; telephone 715-779-3397)

ICE AGE NATIONAL SCIENTIFIC 
RESERVE. Nine units across the state 
make up this affiliated area; each 
exhibits evidence of the great glacial 
advances which occurred as recently 
as 12,000 years ago. The area is ad-
ministered by the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. (Bureau 
of Parks and Recreation, Department 
of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 7921, 
Madison, Wl 53707-7921; telephone 
608-266-2181)

SAINT CROIX NATIONAL SCENIC 
RIVERWAY. The Namekagon and St. 
Croix Rivers flow 252 miles through 
scenic and little-developed parts of 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. The upper 
200 miles offer superb canoeing and 
camping. Power boating is popular on 
the lower river, which is wider, deeper, 
and slower. The riverway is flanked 
by several state parks. 1-35, 1-94, and 
connecting highways provide access. 
(Superintendent: P.O. Box 708,
St. Croix Falls, Wl 54024-0708; 
telephone 715-483-3284)
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State park information:
Arkansas 501-682-1191 Missouri 800-334-6946
Illinois 217-782-6752 Nebraska 800-826-7275
Indiana 317-232-4124 North Dakota 701-328-5361
Iowa 515-281-5918 Ohio 800-282-5393
Kansas 316-672-5911 South Dakota 605-773-3391
Michigan 517-335-4827 Wisconsin 608-266-2181
Minnesota 612-296-6157
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