
The National Park System includes
over 390 national park areas and represents the best 
examples of our nation's natural and cultural heritage.
This vast system encompasses more than 84 million acres.

Fifty-five units, nine national trails, eight national heritage 
areas, and seven affiliated areas are located within the 
13-state region called the Midwest.

The Midwest: wilderness, history, & more
Ride to  the top  o f the Gateway Arch at 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Canoe in the solitude 
o f the Buffa lo National River nestled in 
the Arkansas Ozarks. Try on a voyageur's 
bright-banded w ool coat and floppy cap 
at Grand Portage National M onum ent in 
northern Minnesota. Hike one o f America's 
prime wilderness areas, Lake Superior's 
Isle Royale National Park. Stand in awe o f 
fo u r great presidents at M ount Rushmore 
National Memorial in South Dakota. Enjoy 
panoramic vistas in the North Dakota 
Badlands at Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park. Learn about the decision tha t sparked 
the national movement to  secure justice 
and equality in education at Brown v.
Board o f Education National Historic Site 
in Topeka, Kansas. A t Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park, between Cleveland and 
Akron, Ohio, you can even see a play or 
hear a m ajor symphony orchestra. You can 
do it all w ith o u t leaving the region known 
as the nation's "breadbasket."

Wedged like a keystone in to  the northern 
ha lf o f the nation are the 13 Central Plains 
and Great Lake states. Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota

border the Great Lakes and form  an inland 
seacoast o f more than 3,500 miles.

The striking landscapes o f North and South 
Dakota promise an adventure to  the west. To 
the south and west the prairies and woodlands 
o f Iowa and Missouri meet the expansive Great 
Plains in Nebraska and Kansas. Farther south 
lie the ro lling hills o f Arkansas. Two great 
rivers, the Mississippi and the Missouri, drain 
the region. Several o ther rivers contribute 
to  the area's character and beauty and are 
im portant sources o f recreation.

This is the Midwest, where one o f every 
four Americans resides. W ith in  the 
region, the National Park Service (NPS) 
preserves some o f the most significant 
sites associated w ith  our nation's historic 
dramas: the ebb and f lo w  o f American 
Indian cultures, the fu r trade, exploration 
and opening o f the West, fro n tie r battles,
Civil War, and the Civil Rights Movement. 
Seventeen U.S. presidents have called the 
Midwest "hom e." The NPS administers 
parks, recreation areas, riverways, and 
lakeshores, where you can experience 
the region's exceptional natural beauty.

Things to do when you visit
A  v a r ie ty  o f  a c t iv i t ie s  a n d  s e rv ic e s  a re  o f fe re d  in  n a t io n a l p a rk  a reas

Most areas are open year-round. 
Operating times of visitor centers and 
other facilities vary from park to park. 
Entrance fees are charged at some 
parks; fees may or may not be 
charged for services and activities.

Hunting is permitted only in 
designated areas and regulated 
by state and federal law. A state 
license is required for fishing.
Watercraft use is subject to state 
and U.S. Coast Guard regulations.
All parks require pets to be leashed; 
some areas, may allow leashed dogs 
on trails or in the backcountry.

To ensure an enjoyable and safe 
experience, check with individual 
parks for specific schedule information, 
regulations, terrain, accessibility, climate, 
and safety concerns.

Detailed information on NPS areas 
can be obtained from the unit visitor 
services division or affiliated managing 
office. The NPS Midwest Regional 
Office is located at 601 Riverfront Dr., 
Omaha, NE 68012-4226; (402) 661-1601. 
Visit all national parks at www.nps.gov

Play it safe

NB National Battlefield
NBP National Battlefield Park
NHA National Heritage Area
NHC National Heritage Corridor
NHP National Historical Park
NHS National Historic Site
NL National Lakeshore
NM National Monument
N MEM National Memorial
NP National Park
N PRES National Preserve
NR National River
NRRA National River and Recreation River
NSR National Scenic Riverway

Enjoy views from overlooks, but avoid unprotected 
ledges. Keep your children close to you.
Wear appropriate footwear to prevent slipping or
falling on trails.
Prevent water related accidents by observing safety 
messages. Always wear a personal flotation device 
(PFD) while on water.
Animals in parks are wild creatures, no matter how 
tame they may appear. For your own safety, and theirs, 
keep your distance. Do not feed or pet the wildlife.
Be aware of road, weather, and water conditions.
Drive appropriately.

Eight national heritage areas and nine national trails cross parts of region
N a tio n a l h e r ita g e  areas are p a r t  o f  o u r  coun try 's  landscape and recogn ized  fo r  th e ir  u n iq u e  
c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  A m erican  expe rience . E ight areas have been des ig n a te d  in th e  M id w e s t.

A braham  Lincoln N ational H eritage A rea, the
only Heritage Area named for a President, is home to 
a unique collection of historical sites and stories. This 
42-county region of central Illinois is home to the court-
houses, log cabins, hotels and homes where Lincoln 
argued cases and entertained his neighbors and friends 
for more than 30 years. The cultural landscape provides 
insight into Lincoln's character and personal develop-
ment, as he prepared to take office during our coun-
try's greatest challenge— the Civil War. (217) 782-6817; 
www.lookingforlincoln.com

Freedom's Frontier N ational H eritage Area
encompasses counties in Eastern Kansas and Western 
Missouri. Along this border, before and during the 
Civil War, a defining conflict took place between the 
forces of slavery and freedom. As abolitionists and 
pro-slavery forces clashed over the status of slavery in 
Kansas, the eastern press began referring to the region 
as "Bleeding Kansas." This story and the continuing 
story of the struggle for freedom of other groups—  
American Indians, African Americans, women, and

Free Staters— are reflected in communities and landmarks 
in the region. (785) 865-4499; www.freedomsfrontier.org

Illinois & M ichigan Canal N ational H eritage  
Corridor was created in 1984 as the first national heritage 
area. The canal was built in the 1830s and 1840s along the 
portage between Lake Michigan and Illinois River, and had 
long been used as an American Indian trade route. The ca-
nal rapidly transformed Chicago from an isolated crossroads 
into a critical transportation hub between the East and de-
veloping Midwest. A 61-mile recreational trail follows the 
canal towpath. The federal commission's authority and 
funding ended in 2005. While it no longer receives funding 
under this activity, its designation exists in perpetuity.
(815) 588-1100; www.canalcor.org

MotorCities National Heritage Area was authorized in 
1998 to preserve, interpret, and promote Michigan's rich 
automotive and labor heritage. Activities include providing 
educational opportunities and increasing tourism by creating 
linkages among automobile-related sites.
(313) 259-3425; www.motorcities.org

N ational A viation  H eritage Area, in southwestern 
Ohio, builds upon existing partnerships among the federal, 
state, local governments, and the private sector that focus 
their efforts on preserving and interpreting historic aviation 
resources. The area is managed by Aviation Heritage Foun-
dation Incorporated, a non-profit organization.
(877) 284-6242; www.nps.gov/avia

N orthern  Plains N ational H eritage Area stretches 
almost the length of the remaining free-flowing Missouri 
River in North Dakota, in the ancient homeland of the 
Mandan and Hidatsa Indians. The natural and scenic 
beauty of the buttes, breaks, and woody draws along the 
Missouri are enhanced by the cultures and the history they 
share. The area contains Fort Abraham Lincoln State Park's 
Custer House and On-a-Slant Mandan Indian Village, Fort 
Mandan and the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, Knife 
River Indian Villages National Historic Site, North Dakota 
Heritage Center and the State Capitol Grounds, Huff Indian 
Village National Landmark, and the tall cottonwoods of 
Cross Ranch State Park. (701) 663-4758; 
www.northernplainsheritage.org

Ohio & Erie National Heritage Canalway in northeast 
Ohio, celebrates the canal that enabled shipping between 
Lake Erie and the Ohio River, opened up frontier settlement 
of Ohio, and vaulted Ohio into commercial prominence in 
the early 1830s. The canal and towpath trail pass through 
agricultural lands and rural villages into industrial commu-
nities such as Akron, Canton, and Cleveland that trace their 
prosperity to the coming of the canal. (330) 434-5657; 
www.ohioanderiecanalway.com

Silos & Smokestacks N ational H eritage Area is a
37-county region in northeast Iowa that partners with sites 
and attractions to tell and interpret the story of American 
agriculture. Currently, there are over 90 sites ranging from  
dairy farms and museums to vineyards and tractor assembly 
plants. (319) 234-4567; www.silosandsmokestacks.org

N ine m a jo r tra ils  in  th e  N a tio n a l Trails System  cross pa rts  o f  th e  M id w e s t. Each 
is a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l Park Service in  coope ra tion  w ith  o th e r  fe d e ra l, 
s ta te , and  p r iv a te  agencies and  o rg a n iz a tio n s . Though a ll are in th e  d e v e lo p -
m e n ta l s tage , p a rts  o f  each are co m p le te  and in use. H ik in g  and backpack ing  
are a llo w e d  on  m o s t o p e ra tin g  sections. In te rp re tive  centers  are open  in 
severa l c o m m u n itie s  on  th e  t ra il ro u te s  and  num erous sites a lo n g  th e  tra ils  are 
veh ic le -accessib le . The W e s te rn  H is to ric  Trails Center in  Council B lu ffs , Iow a , 
in te rp re ts  th e  ro les o f  th e  Lew is  and  C lark, O regon, C a lifo rn ia , and  M o rm o n  
P ioneer N a tio n a l H is to ric  Trails in  A m erican  se ttlem en t. (S ta te  H is to rica l S ocie ty  
o f  Io w a , 3434 S ou th  34 th  A ve ., C ouncil B lu ffs , IA 51501-7962; (712) 366-4900).

A g a te  Fossil Beds N M  (N ebraska)
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• (308) 436-9760 w w w .n p s .g o v /a g fo

A p o s tle  Is lan d  NL (W isconsin ) • • • • • • • • • • • Ch (715) 779-3397 w w w .n p s .g o v /a p is

A rkan sas  Post N M E M  (A rkansas) • • • • • • • • (870) 548-2207 w w w .n p s .g o v /a rp o

B ad lan ds  NP (S ou th  D a ko ta ) • • • • • • • • • • (605) 433-5241 w w w .n p s .g o v /b a d l

B ro w n  v. B oa rd  o f  E d u ca tio n  NHS (Kansas) • • • • (785) 354-4273 w w w .n p s .g o v /b rvb

B u ffa lo  NR (A rkansas) • • • • • • • • • •
* *

• (807) 439-2502 w w w .n p s .g o v /b u ff

C e n tra l H ig h  S choo l NHS (A rkansas) • • • • • (501) 374-1957 w w w . n ps. g ov/c  h sc

C h icag o  P ortac.e  NHS (Illin o is ) • • no  te le p h o n e w w w .c h ic a g o p o r ta g e .o rg

C h im n e y  Rock NHS (N ebraska) • (308) 586-2581 w w w .n e b ra s k a h is to ry .o rg

C uyah oga  V a lle y  NP (O h io ) • • • • N • • • N • • • • Ch (330) 657-2752 w w w .n p s .g o v /c u v a

D av id  B e rg e r h  M E M  (O h io ) • (216) 831-0700 w w w .n p s .g o v /d a b e

D a y to n  A v ia t io n  H e rita g e  NHP (O h io ) • • • • • • (937) 225-7705 w w w .n p s .g o v /d a a v

E ffig y  M o u n d s  N M  (Iow a) • • • • • • (563) 873-3491 w w w .n p s .g o v /e fm o

Fa llen  T im b e rs  B a tt le f ie ld  and  F o rt M ia m is  NHS (O h io ) • • • • (419) 407-9700 w w w .fa lle n t im b e rs b a tt le f ie ld .c o m

F a the r M a rq u e tte  N M E M  (M ic h ig a n ) • (906) 643-8620 w w w .m ic h ig a n .g o v /d n r

First Ladies NHS (O h io ) • • • • (330) 452-0876 w w w .n p s .g o v /f i la

F o rt La rned  NHS (Kansas) • • • • • (620) 285-6911 w w w .n p s .g o v /fo ls

F o rt S co tt NHS (Kansas) • • • • • (620) 223-0310 w w w .n p s .g o v /fo s c

F o rt S m ith  NHS (A rkansas) • • • • • (479) 783-3961 w w w .n p s .g o v /fo s m

F o rt U n io n  T ra d in g  Post NHS (N o r th  D a ko ta ) * • • • • (701) 572-9083 w w w . n ps. g  o v /f  o  us

G e o rg e  R ogers C la rk  NHP (In d ia n a ) • • • • • • • • (812) 882-1776 w w w .n p s .g o v /g e ro

G e o rg e  W a s h irg to n  C arve r N M  (M isso u ri) • • • • • (417) 325-4151 w w w . n ps. g  o v /g  w ca

G ra nd  P o rta g e  N M  (M in n e so ta ) • P • N • • N • • • • (218) 475-0123 w w w .n p s .g o v /g rp o

H a rry  S T ru m a r  NHS (M issouri) • • • • • (816) 254-9929 w w w .n p s .g o v /h s tr

H e rb e rt H o o v e  - NHS (Iow a) • • • • (319) 643-2541 w w w .n p s .g o v /h e h o

H om e s te a d  NIV o f  A m e rica  (N ebraska) • • • • • (402) 223-3514 w w w .n p s .g o v /h o m e

H o p e w e ll C u l t i r e  NHP (O h io ) . • • • • • • (740) 774-1126 w w w .n p s .g o v /h o c u

H o t S prings NP (A rkansas) • • • • • • • (501) 620-6715 w w w .np s .g o v /h o sp

Ice A g e  N a tio n a l S c ie n tific  Reserve (W iscons in ) • (608) 441-5610 www.dnr.w i.gov/org/land/parks/specific/iceagereserve/

In d ia n a  D unes NL (In d ia n a ) • • • • N • . . • • • • • Ch (219) 926-7561 w w w .n p s .g o v /in d u

In te rn a t io n a l Peace G arden  (N o r th  D ako ta ) • • (701)263-4390 w w w .p e a c e g a rd e n .c o m

Isle R oyale  NP (M ich ig a n ) • P • • • — • • • P • Ch (906) 482-0984 w w w .n p s .g o v /is ro

Jam es A . G a r fie ld  NHS (O h io ) • • • • (440) 255-8722 w w w .n p s .g o v /ja g a

J e ffe rso n  N a tio n a l E xpansion M e m o ria l (M isso u ri) N N N • • # • • (314) 655-1700 w w w .n p s .g o v / je f f

Jew e l Cave N M  (S ou th  D a ko ta ) • • • • • • (605) 673-8300 w w w .n p s .g o v /je c a

K e w e e n a w  NHP (M ich ig a n ) N N N N N • • N N C N N • N N Ch Ch (906) 337-3168 w w w . n ps. g  o  v /k  ew e

K n ife  R iver In d ia n  V illa g e s  NHS (N o rth  D a ko ta ) • • • • • • • • (701) 745-3300 w w w .n p s .g o v /k n r i

L in co ln  B o y h o o d  N M E M  (In d ia n a ) • • • • • (812) 937-4541 w w w .n p s .g o v /lib o

L in co ln  H om e  NHS (Illin o is ) N N • • N • N *
(217) 391-3221 w w w .n p s .g o v /lih o

M in u te m a n  M iss ile  NHS (S o u th  D a ko ta ) • • • • • • (605) 433-5552 w w w .n p s .g o v /m im i

M iss iss ipp i NRRA (M in n e s o ta ) N N N N • • • N • • (651) 293-0200 w w w .nps.gov/m iss

M issou ri NRR (N ebraska) • • N • N • • N • • • • N (605) 665-0209 w w w .n p s .g o v /m n rr

M o u n t  R ushm ore  N M E M  (S ou th  D a ko ta ) • • • • • (605) 574-2523 w w w .n p s .g o v /m o ru

N ico d e m u s  NHS (Kansas) N N N • N • • • (785) 839-4233 w w w .n p s .g o v /n ic o

N io b ra ra  NSR (N ebraska) • N • • N N N N N N • (402) 376-1901 w w w .n p s .g o v /n io b

O za rk  NSR (M isso u ri) • • • • N • • • N • • • • (573) 323-4236 w w w .n p s .g o v /o z a r

Pea R idge  N M P  (A rkansas) * N N N • • • • • • N N (4 7 9 )4 5 1 -8 1 2 2 w w w .n p s .g o v /p e r i

Perry's V ic to ry  a n d  In te rn a tio n a l Peace M e m o ria l (O h io ) • • N • N • • • • • N (419) 285-2184 w w w .n p s .g o v /p e v i

P ic tu re d  Rocks NL (M ich ig a n ) • • • • • • • • • • • • Ch Ch (906) 387-3700 w w w .n p s .g o v /p iro

P ip e s to n e  N M  (M in n e so ta ) • • • • • (507) 825-5464 w w w .n p s .g o v /p ip e

R iver Raisin N a tio n a l B a tt le f ie ld  Park (M ic h ig a n ) • • • (734) 243-7136 w w w .r iv e r ra is in b a tt le f ie ld .o rg

S a in t C ro ix  NSR (W isconsin ) N • • • • • • • • • • • • • (715) 483-2274 w w w .nps.gov/sacn

Scotts B lu f f  N M  (N ebraska) • N • • • • • • (308) 436-9700 w w w .n p s .g o v /scb l

S le e p in g  B ear D unes NL (M ich ig a n ) • • • • • • •
• •

• • • • • (2 3 1 )3 2 6 -5 1 3 4 w w w .n p s .g o v /s lb e

Ta llg rass P ra irie  N PRES (Kansas) N N • • • • • • N N (620) 273-8494 w w w .n p s .g o v /ta p r

T h e o d o re  R ooseve lt NP (N o rth  D a ko ta ) • • • • • • • • • (701) 623-4466 w w w .n p s .g o v /th ro

Ulysses S. G ra n t NHS (M isso u ri) N • • • N • (314) 842-3298 w w w .np s .gov /u lsg

V o ya g e u rs  NP (M in n e so ta ) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (218) 286-5258 w w w . n ps .gov/voya

W ill ia m  H o w a rd  T a ft NHS (O h io ) N N N N N • • N N • • • (513) 684-3262 w w w .n p s .g o v /w ih o

W ill ia m  Je ffe rso n  C lin to n  B irth p la ce  H om e  NHS (A rkansas) • • • • (870) 777-4455 w w w .n p s .g o v /h is to ry /n r /tra v e l/p re s id e n ts

W ilso n 's  C reek NB (M isso u ri) * N • • • • • • (417) 732-2662 w w w .n p s .g o v /w ic r

W in d  Cave NP (S ou th  D a ko ta ) • • • • ___ * • • • • • (605) 745-4600 w w w .n p s .g o v /w ic a

Activity Chart Notes: •Available C Check a t visitor center Ch Coldwater hazard possible N Non-NPS services/facilities near park P Permit requirements

Ice Age N ational Scenic Trail winds through Wisconsin 
linking six of the nine units in the Ice Age National Scientif-
ic Reserve. The 1,200-mile route generally follows terminal 
moraines of the most recent glaciation but diverges in sev-
eral areas to include other glacial features. About 500 miles 
have been completed. (608) 441-5610; www.nps.gov/iatr

N orth  C ountry N ational Scenic Trail will extend some 
4,200 miles from near Crown Point, New York, to Lake Saka- 
kawea State Park on the Missouri River in North Dakota. 
About 2,000 miles of the trail are open. (608) 441-5610; 
www.nps.gov/noco

Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail begins at 
Wood River, Illinois, and traces the 1804-1806 routes of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition to and from the mouth of the 
Columbia River at the Pacific Ocean. Land portions can be 
traveled by foot or horseback. Boats or canoes can be used 
on water portions of the route. Many portions can be 
approximately retraced following modern roads.
(402) 661-1804; www.nps.gov/lecl

Santa Fe National Historic Trail—1,200 miles of trail 
corridor— extends from Old Franklin, Missouri, to Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. From 1821 to 1880 the trail, including the 
Cimarron and Mountain routes, served as an important 
international and national route of commerce and cultural 
exchange. (505) 988-6098; www.nps.gov/safe

Trail o f Tears National Historic Trail encompasses 
about 2,200 miles along main land and water routes that 
the Cherokee Indians followed during their forced removal 
from ancestral homelands in the East to the Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma) in the late 1830s. (505) 988-6098; 
www.nps.gov/trte

Oregon National Historic Trail commemorates a route 
of the pioneers who migrated westward to the Oregon 
country beginning in 1841. Portions of the trail on public 
lands (and some private lands) are marked and interpreted 
for visitors. (801) 741-1012; www.nps.gov/oreg

M orm on  Pioneer N ational Historic Trail traces the 
historic Mormon trek of 1846-1847 and subsequent years 
from Nauvoo, Illinois, to Salt Lake Valley, Utah. An auto-
tour route parallels the historic trail across four states. 
(801) 741-1012; www.nps.gov/mopi

Pony Express N ational Historic Trail identifies the 
route used from April 1860 to October 1861 to carry mail 
nearly 2,000 miles between St. Joseph, Missouri, and San 
Francisco, California. The approximate 10-day journey main-
tained communications among citizens and demonstrated 
the feasibility of a central overland transportation route. 
(801) 741-1012; www.nps.gov/poex

Californ ia N ational Historic Trail carried more 
than 200,000 gold seekers and farmers to California 
during the 1840s and 1850s. More than 1,000 miles 
of trail remnants can be seen along numerous routes 
between the Missouri River and the gold camps of 
California. (801) 741-1012; www.nps.gov/cali

Abraham  Lincoln N a tiona l Heritage Area Freedom's Frontie r N a tiona l Heritage Area 'linois & M ichigan Canal National Heritage Corridor M otorC ities N ational Heritage Area N ationa l A v ia tion  Heritage Area N orthern  Plains N a tiona l Heritage Area Ohio & Brie National Heritage Canalway Silos & Smokestacks N ational Heritage Area Ice Age N a tiona l Scenic Trail N orth Country N a tiona l Scenic Trail .ewis an d  Clark National Historic Trail Santa Fe National Historic Trail Trail o f  Tears N ational Historic Trail Oregon N ational Historic Trail M orm on Pionier N a tiona l Historic Trail Pony Express N a tiona l Historic Trail California N a tiona l Historic Trail
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ARKANSAS

Arkansas Post 
National Memorial
commemorates the first 
European settlement of 
the Lower Mississippi Valley. 
Established in 1686 by 
Henri de Tonti, it was a vital 
governing site in the middle 
south. The post saw activity 
during both the American 
Revolution and Civil War. 
The Osotouy Unit preserves 
the location of the original 
post and colonial archeologi 
cal sites. The park contains 
Indian mounds dating to 
the Mississippian period 
and serves as the spiritual 
center of the Quapaw  
culture. A visitor center 
offers a short film and 
exhibits. 1741 Old Post Rd.( 
Gillett, AR 72055-9733; 
(870) 548-2207; 
www.nps.gov/arpo

Buffalo National River,
authorized in 1972, 
meanders through the 
Arkansas Ozarks, falls from 
the heights of the Boston 
Mountains, flows over 
a 150-mile course, and 
eventually joins the White 
River. Towering multi-
colored cliffs sharply accent 
the surrounding wild 
mountain beauty with its

President and Mrs. Hoover 
are in the park. P.O. Box 
607, West Branch, IA 52358- 
0607; (319) 643-2541; 
www.nps.gov/heho

KANSAS

Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion National Historic Site,
commemorates the 
landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that ended 
segregation in public 
schools. On May 17, 2004, 
in celebration of the deci-
sion's 50th Anniversary, the 
former Monroe Elementary 
School officially opened its 
doors as the site's interpre-
tive center. Today, the NPS 
interprets the decision's 
importance as a turning 
point in American history 
and how it helped launch 
the modern civil rights 
movement. 1515 SE Monroe 
St., Topeka, KS 66612-1143; 
(785) 354-4273; www.nps. 
gov/brvb

Fort Larned National 
Historic Site is the best 
preserved fort of the Indian 
Wars era. Troops were 
stationed at this frontier 
military post to protect the 
Santa Fe Trail. The site is 
located six miles west of the 
city of Larned. 1767 KS Hwy 
156, Larned, KS 67550-9321; 
(620) 285-6911; 
www.nps.gov/fols

Fort Smith National Historic Site

numerous caves, sinkholes, 
waterfalls, springs, and rock 
formations. Floating the 
Buffalo gives one the feel-
ing of wilderness that once 
dominated this country.
420 N. Walnut, Suite 136, 
Harrison, AR 72601-1173; 
(870) 439-2502; 
www.nps.gov/buff

Central High School 
National Historic Site
recalls the dramatic images 
of racial conflict that were 
seared into public mem-
ory in September 1957.
Nine African American 
students— known as "The 
Little Rock Nine"— were the 
first minority students who 
attempted to enter Central 
High School. Little Rock 
came to symbolize the fed-
eral government's commit-
ment to eliminate separate 
systems of education for 
blacks and whites. Visitor 
services are available. 2125 
West 14th St., Little Rock,
AR 72202-5211; (501) 374- 
1957; www.nps.gov/chsc

ILLINOIS

Chicago Portage 
National Historic Site is
located about ten miles 
west of Lake Michigan, in 
the Forest Preserve District

Chicago Portage National Historic Site

of Cook County's Portage 
Woods and Ottawa Trail 
Woods in Lyons, Illinois.
This swampy area pro-
vided a crucial link in a 
transcontinental system of 
17th-century travel. When 
flooded in the springtime, a 
"Mud Lake"connected Lake 
Michigan and the Chicago 
River with the Des Plaines, 
Illinois, and Mississippi riv-
ers. This affiliated site pro-
vides access to the short 
remnant of Portage Creek, 
where explorers Jolliet, 
Marquette, LaSalle, Tonti, 
Point du Sable, Kinzie, 
Hubbard, Ogden, and 
others once passed.
4800 S. Harlem, Lyons, II; 
chicagoportage.org

Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site, located in 
downtown Springfield, 
preserves a four-block 
1860s neighborhood. At 
its center stands the only 
home Abraham Lincoln ever 
owned— where the Lincolns 
lived for 17 years. The home 
tour and exhibits reveal 
Lincoln's rise from humble

Lincoln Home National Historic Site

origins to national prom-
inence as 16th president. 
Tours of the restored and 
furnished home are avail-
able through a free-ticket 
reservation system. Tickets 
are issued at the visitor 
center at 426 South Seventh 
Street. 413 South Eighth St., 
Springfield, IL 62701-1905; 
(217) 391-3221; 
www.nps.gov/liho

IN D IAN A

George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park
commemorates the 1778- 
1779 American conquest of 
the British in what today is 
Indiana. The park includes a 
visitor center and memorial 
to Clark at the site of Old 
Fort Sackville in Vincennes. 
Other historic structures are 
within a few blocks. 401 
South 2nd St., Vincennes, IN 
47591-1001; (812) 882-1776; 
www.nps.gov/gero

Etfigy Mounds National Monument

Indiana Dunes National 
Lakeshore's magnificent 
sand dunes, which front 
Lake Michigan for 15 miles, 
rise to 180 feet. There are 
also marshes, ponds, bogs, 
and other remnants of an 
environment created by 
glaciation, wind, and water. 
An 1822 homestead and 
1900 farm are preserved, 
and recreational oppor-
tunities abound .1100 N. 
Mineral Springs Rd.,
Porter, IN 46304-1299;
(219) 926-7561; 
www.nps.gov/indu

Lincoln Boyhood National 
Memorial is an ideal place 
to learn about the Indiana 
years of Abraham Lincoln 
and his family, who lived 
here from 1816 to 1830.
His mother, Nancy Hanks 
Lincoln, is buried here.
A visitor center has a 
24-minute film, exhibits, 
two memorial halls, and a 
museum. The Lincoln Living 
Historical Farm features 
a cabin and other build-
ings, livestock, field crops, 
and gardens. "Pioneers" in 
period clothing use authen-
tic methods and materials

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site

to present family living and 
farming activities. 2916 E. 
South St., Lincoln City, IN 
47552-1816; (812) 937-4541; 
www.nps.gov/libo

IOW A

Effigy Mounds 
National Monument
preserves the bluffs above 
the Mississippi River where 
prehistoric Woodland 
Indians constructed effigy 
mounds in the shape of 
birds and animals, as well 
as conical, linear, and 
compound mounds. The 
site offers superb panora-
mas of the river country.
151 Highway 76, Harpers 
Ferry, IA 52146-7519;
(563) 873-3491; 
www.nps.gov/efmo

Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site
preserves the restored 
birthplace cottage of the 
31st president and associ-
ated historic structures and 
recalls the 19th-century 
Iowa village of his child-
hood. The Presidential 
Library and the graves of

Nicodemus National Historic Site

Fort Scott National 
Historic Site commemorates 
Fort Scott's role in the open-
ing of the west, "Bleeding 
Kansas," and the Civil War. 
Established in 1842 to keep 
peace in the "permanent 
Indian frontier," the fort is 
partially restored and recon-
structed to that era. Located 
in the historic district of the 
city of Fort Scott, the site 
offers 20 historic structures, 
33 historically furnished 
rooms, exhibits, and five 
acres of tallgrass prairie.
Old Fort Blvd., Fort Scott, KS 
66701-1471; (620) 223-0310; 
www.nps.gov/fosc

Nicodemus National 
Historic Site, founded 
in 1877, is the only remain-
ing all Black Town west 
of the Mississippi. The town 
was settled by former slaves 
who fled the South at the 
end of the Reconstruction 
Period following the Civil 
War. Five historic buildings 
represent this community. 
As most property is 
privately owned, visitors 
are encouraged to tour the

town via public roads. A 
visitor center with displays 
and bookstore is located in 
the Nicodemus Township 
Hall. 304 Washington Ave., 
Nicodemus, KS 67625-3015; 
(785) 839-4233; 
www.nps.gov/nico

Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve is an example 
of the vast tallgrass prairie 
ecosystem that once 
covered a large area of 
North America. The 
10,894-acre preserve re-
veals cultural evidence of 
American Indians and 
historic structures of the 
Z Bar/Spring Hill Ranch, 
representing the legacy of 
Kansas Flint Hills ranching. 
Visitor services are avail-
able. 2480 Kansas Hwy 177, 
Strong City, KS 66869-9829; 
(620) 273-8494; 
www.nps.gov/tapr

Arkansas Post National Monument

Central High School National Historic Site

George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park

Hot Springs National Park

Fort Smith National 
Historic Site embraces 
the remains of two  
frontier forts and the 
19th-century federal court 
for the Western District of 
Arkansas. It commemorates 
a significant phase 
of America's westward 
expansion and stands as 
a reminder of 80 turbulent 
years in the history of 
federal Indian policy. 
Exhibits focus on military 
history, outlaws, deputy 
marshals, the federal court 
of Isaac C. Parker, and 
the Trail of Tears. The site 
includes the courtroom, 
jails, and gallows. The site 
is located in downtown  
Fort Smith, on the Arkansas 
River. 301 Parker Ave.,
Fort Smith, AR 72902-1406; 
(479) 783-3961; 
www.nps.gov/fosm

Hot Springs National Park
was officially recognized 
by an Act of Congress as 
Hot Springs Reservation 
in 1832 to protect springs 
that flow  from the south-
western slope of Hot

°ea Ridge National Military Park

Springs Mountain. The hot 
springs were used for thera-
peutic baths to treat rheu-
matism and other ailments 
for over 200 years. Today, 
Hot Springs National Park 
protects the watershed of 
47 hot springs and preserves 
eight historic bathhouses—  
which includes one active 
bathhouse facility. The 
Fordyce Bathhouse is the 
current visitor center and 
museum. Scenic roads and 
hiking trails are available 
in the 5,500-acre park. 101 
Reserve St., Hot Springs, AR 
71901-1860; (501) 620-6715; 
www.nps.gov/hosp

Pea Ridge National 
Military Park commem-
orates the 1862 Civil War 
battle that helped establish 
Union control of Missouri.
A portion of the Cherokee 
Trail of Tears winds through 
the park. Visitors can view 
10 significant battle sites, 
and a panoramic overlook 
via a seven-mile, self-guided 
tour road. 15930 E Highway 
62, Garfield, AR 72732;
(479) 451-8122; 
www.nps.gov/peri

vviniam jerrerson ciirnon oirinpiace name 
National Historic Site

William Jefferson Clinton 
Birthplace Home National 
Historic Site, interprets the 
formative years of President 
Clinton's childhood in a 
two-story, wood frame 
house where his grandpar-
ents lived. The home served 
as the center of Clinton's 
family life for his first 10 
years. Clinton's extended 
family provided him with 
his first notions of "social 
justice," a theme he carried 
through his political life and 
into his post-presidential 
work. Although there are 
no NPS facilities at this 
time, The Clinton Birthplace 
Foundation provides free 
tours of the home and site.
117 South Hervey Street, 
Hope, AR 71801-4208; (870) 
777-4455; www.nps.gov/ 
history/nr/travel/presidents/ 
bilLclintonbirthplace.htm

Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial

campsites are available. 
800 East Lakeshore Dr., 
Houghton, Ml 49931-1895; 
(906) 482-0984; 
www.nps.gov/isro

Father Marquette National Memorial

MICHIGAN

Father Marquette 
National Memorial
honors the French priest 
and explorer. This affiliated 
area features an open-air 
pavilion overlooking the 
Straits of Mackinac and 
the Mackinac Bridge. 
Located in Straits State Park, 
St. Ignace, Michigan, the 
memorial is administered by 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources.
(906) 643-8620; 
www.michigan.gov/dnr

Isle Royale National Park is
an island wilderness in Lake 
Superior. The park provides 
165 miles of foot trails and 
a spectacular environment 
for boating. Open mid- 
April through October, the 
park can be reached only 
by boat or floatplane. It is 
served by passenger boats 
from Houghton and 
Copper Harbor, Michigan, 
and Grand Portage National 
Monument in Minnesota.
A lodge, housekeeping 
facilities, and a variety of

Keweenaw National 
Historical Park preserves 
a part of Michigan's 
Keweenaw Peninsula.
The Keweenaw and nearby 
Isle Royale are the only 
locations on earth where 
pure masses of copper were 
found in commercial abun-
dance. About 7,000 years 
ago prehistoric American 
Indians began mining the 
red metal. During the 1800s 
immigrants came to the 
Keweenaw, adding rich 
cultural diversity. Cooper-
ating sites tell major parts 
of the copper mining story. 
A new NPS visitor center 
will be completed in 2011. 
25970 Red Jacket Road, 
Calumet, Ml 49913-0471; 
(906) 337-3168; 
www/nps.gov/kewe

Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore comprises 
40 miles of Lake Superior 
shoreline with cliffs, dunes, 
beaches, forests, and water-
falls. Hiking trails run the 
length of the park, connect-
ing 13 backcountry hike-in 
campsites. Three vehicle- 
accessible campgrounds are 
available. Lake Superior 
boat tours operate from

River Raisin National Battlefield Park

nearby Munising. Winter 
activities include cross-
country skiing and snow- 
shoeing. Park gateways are 
Munising on the west and 
Grand Marais on the east. 
400 East Munising Ave., 
Munising, Ml 49862-0040; 
906) 387-3700; 
www.nps.gov/piro

River Raisin National 
Battlefield Park
commemorates tw o con-
secutive battles in January 
1813, between Americans 
and the British and their 
American Indian allies dur-
ing the War of 1812. The 
second battle ended in the 
most disastrous defeat for 
the United States during 
the war. The visitor center is 
located at 1403 Elm Avenue, 
Monroe, Ml. (734) 243-7136; 
www.riverraisinbattlefield. 
org; www.monroeinfo.com/ 
history-rrbattlefield.html

Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore's
diverse, hilly landscape—  
fringed with massive coast-
al sand dunes— is an area 
of clear lakes, birch-lined

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

streams, and dense beech- 
maple forests, and can be 
seen by trail or roadway. 
Two islands in the park, 
served by a ferry, appeal 
to hikers and backpackers. 
9922 Front St., Highway 72, 
Empire, Ml 49630-9797; 
(231) 326-5134; 
www.nps.gov/slbe

MINNESOTA

Grand Portage National 
Monument, located just 
below the Canadian 
border, includes a partially 
reconstructed, 18th-century 
fur trading depot and the 
eight-and-one-half-mile 
Grand Portage— a route 
which voyageurs followed 
to avoid the falls and rapids 
on the Pigeon River. The 
facilities near Lake Superior 
are an embarkation point 
for a passenger boat to Isle 
Royale National Park. 170 
Mile Creek Road, Grand 
Portage, MN 55605-3028; 
(218) 475-0123; 
www.nps.gov/grpo

Mississippi National River and Recreation Area

Mississippi National River 
and Recreation Area,
a 72-mile river corridor 
through Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, is characterized by 
surprising diversity. Shallow 
and wide at the upper end, 
by the time the Mississippi 
reaches its confluence with 
the St. Croix River it has 
become a vast and powerful 
part of the largest inland 
navigation system on earth. 
Thousands of acres, in doz-
ens of state and local parks, 
provide outstanding recre-
ational opportunities. The 
NPS visitor center is located 
in the lobby of the Science 
Museum of Minnesota, 
located at 120 West Kellogg 
Blvd., MN 55102-1202;
(651) 293-0200; 
www.nps.gov/miss

Pipestone National 
Monument's ancient 
pipestone (catlinite) 
quarries have been used 
by American Indians for 
hundreds of years. Native 
American craftsmen carve 
ceremonial and tradition-
al pipes from the soft, red 
stone. Displays and craft

Pipestone National Memorial

demonstrations can be 
seen in the Upper Midwest 
Indian Cultural Center dur-
ing the summer season. The 
center is part of the monu-
ment, located just outside 
the city of Pipestone. 36 
Reservation Ave., Pipestone, 
MN 56164-1269; (507) 825- 
5464; www.nps.gov/pipe

Voyageurs National Park
preserves a scenic land 
and water environment of 
great character and beauty. 
The park protects 218,054 
acres (134,000 acres of for-
est, 84,000 acres of water, 
655 miles of undeveloped 
shoreline, and over 1,000 
islands). The park's complex 
waterways include one of 
the most important seg-
ments of the "transconti-
nental highway" traveled by 
French-Canadian voyageurs 
during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. The park provides 
year-round recreation and 
includes over 200 campsites. 
Resort communities adja-
cent to the park provide 
additional services. 3131 
Hwy 53, International Falls, 
MN 56649-8904; (218) 286- 
5258, www.nps.gov/voya

Voyageurs National Park

Fort Larned National Historic Site

Fort Scott National Historic Site

Keweenaw National Historical Park

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore

The Truman farm home 
in Grandview is also part of 
the site. 223 North Main St., 
Independence, MO 64050- 
2804; (816) 254-9929; w w w . 
nps.gov/hstr

Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial
is a stainless steel Gateway 
Arch that rises 630 feet 
above landscaped grounds 
on the Mississippi riverfront 
in St. Louis. Beneath it is 
the Museum of Westward 
Expansion. Nearby is the 
Old Courthouse where Dred 
Scott sued for freedom in 
the historic slavery case.
11 North Fourth St., St.
Louis, MO 63102-1882;
(314) 655-1700; 
www.nps.gov/jeff

Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways, designated 
in 1964, includes the 
Current and Jacks Fork 
rivers— the first rivers to 
receive national protection. 
One hundred thirty-four 
river miles provide year- 
round canoeing and 
john-boating through 
Missouri's timbered Ozark 
region. The riverways 
include huge fresh-water 
springs, numerous caves,

and historic structures. 404 
Watercress Dr., Van Buren, 
MO 63965-0490; (573) 323- 
4236; www.nps.gov/ozar

Ulysses S. Grant Nation-
al Historic Site preserves 
the 18th president's White 
Haven home. Located on 10 
wooded acres in present-day 
suburban St. Louis, Grant 
met his wife Julia Dent 
here— her family's farm— in 
1843. This began an associa-
tion with the property that 
lasted until just before his 
death in 1885. 7400 Grant 
Rd., St. Louis, MO 63123- 
IS 01; (314) 842-3298; 
www.nps.gov/ulsg

Wilson's Creek 
National Battlefield
commemorates the 
August 10, 1861, battle 
where more than 17,000 
Union and Confederate 
troops fought for five 
bloody hours—the cost was 
2,539 killed and wounded. 
A self-guided automobile 
tour takes visitors to major 
battle sites. 6424 West 
Farm Rd. 182, Republic, MO 
65738-9514; (417) 732-2662; 
www.nps.gov/wicr

NEBRASKA

Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monument contains 
abundant fossilized 
mammal bones in an 
ancient bonebed. Exhibits 
include a full-size diorama 
of a waterhole death scene 
revealing the fossil story. 
There are four miles of 
self-guided trails around 
the historic quarries and the 
Niobrara River wetlands, 
terraces, and breaks. The 
Cook Collection of Oglala 
Lakota artifacts is displayed. 
The gifts given to Captain 
James Cook represent a 
lasting friendship and a 
period of cultural transition 
for the Lakota. 301 River 
Rd., Harrison, NE 69346- 
2734; (308) 436-9760; 
www.nps.gov/agfo

Chimney Rock National 
Historic Site preserves the 
famous landmark on the 
California and Oregon trails. 
A visitor center is available, 
19 miles east of Gering, 
near State Highway 92.
This affiliated site is man-
aged by the Nebraska State 
Historical Society and the 
city of Bayard. County Rd. 
75, P.O. Box F, Bayard, NE 
69334-0680; (308) 586-2581; 
www.nebraskahistory.org

Saint Croix National Scenic River

George Washington Carver 
National Monument

Harry S Truman National Historic Site

Wilson's Creek National Battlefield

MISSOURI

George Washington 
Carver National 
Monument, a rural site 
of 210 acres, preserves 
George Washington 
Carver's birthplace, a 
historic cemetery, the 
1881 Moses Carver House, 
and surrounding prairie, 
woodlands, and streams. 
George Washington Carver 
was born into slavery but 
became a world-renowned 
scientist and humanitarian. 
A visitor center, museum, 
audiovisual presentations, 
and a three-quarter-mile 
trail are available. 5646 
Carver Rd., Diamond, MO 
64840-8314; (417) 325-4151; 
www.nps.gov/gwca

Harry S Truman 
National Historic Site
preserves the white  
Victorian house on tree- 
lined Delaware Street.
The 33rd president resided 
here from 1919 to 1972. 
The home was dubbed the 
"Summer White House," 
from 1945 to 1953. NPS 
tour tickets are available at 
the information center at 
Truman Road and Main 
Street in Independence.

Niobrara National Scenic River

Niobrara National Scenic 
River is a 76-mile section 
of the Niobrara River in 
north-central Nebraska.
It preserves the Niobrara 
Valley's unique mix of 
boreal, eastern woodland, 
and Rocky Mountain 
forest types, and tallgrass 
and Sand Hills prairie.
A renowned canoeing 
treasure, this Great Plains 
river was named by National 
Geographic Traveler as one 
of America's top outdoor 
adventures. Most of the 
land within the park is 
privately owned, but public 
and private facilities are 
available. 146 S. Hall Street, 
Valentine, NE 69201-2104; 
(402) 376-1901; 
www.npw.gov/niob

NORTH DAKOTA

Fort Union Trading Post 
National Historic Site,
an American Fur Company 
trading post, was the 
principal depot in the 
upper Missouri River 
country of the Dakotas, 
Montana, and the Canadian 
prairie provinces from 1828 
to 1867. Much of the post 
is reconstructed. The site 
showcases a museum

International Peace Garden

and a refurnished, fully 
operational Indian Trade 
House. 15550 Hwy 1804, 
Williston, ND 58801-8680; 
(701) 572-9083; 
www.nps.gov/fous

International Peace 
Garden commemorates 
over 155 years of peace 
between the United States 
and Canada. The 2,330-acre 
affiliated area contains 
scenic drives, formal 
gardens, and other a 
ttractions. Located on the 
border between Manitoba, 
Canada, and North Dakota, 
the garden is reached via 
U.S. 281. 10939 Highway 
281, Dunseith, ND 58329- 
9761; (701) 263-4390; 
www.peacegarden.com

Knife River Indian Villages 
National Historic Site is
situated at the junction 
of the Knife and Missouri 
rivers, where Northern 
Plains Indians maintained 
an agricultural lifeway in 
earthlodge villages. Tours 
of the earth-lodge exhibit 
and archeological village 
sites are offered. P.O. Box 
9, Stanton, ND 58571-0009; 
(701) 745-3300; 
www.nps.gov/knri

Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site

Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park is 70,000- 
acres nestled in the colorful 
North Dakota Badlands. The 
Little Missouri River shaped 
this wild and broken land 
where, as a young man, the 
26th president ranched and 
hunted during the1880s. 
Roosevelt's Maltese Cross 
Cabin is in the South Unit. 
Roads and wilderness 
areas offer opportunities 
for seeing elk, bison, feral 
horses, deer, prairie dogs, 
and pronghorn. P.O. Box 7, 
Medora, ND 58645-0007; 
(701) 623-4466; 
www.nps.gov/thro

OHIO

Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park encompasses 33,000 
acres between Cleveland 
and Akron and features 
a wide variety of natural, 
cultural, and historical 
resources. Picnicking, hiking, 
bike trails, bridle trails, win-
ter sports, golf, fishing, and 
ranger-guided programs 
are available. The multi-use 
Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath 
Trail extends beyond the 
park's length, paralleling 
remnants of the Ohio & Erie 
Canal and the Cuyahoga

River. 15610 Vaughn Rd., 
Brecksville, OH 44141-3018; 
(330) 657-2752; 
www.nps.gov/cuva

David Berger National 
Memorial, an affilliated 
area, honors the 11 Israeli 
athletes who were 
assassinated at the 1972 
Olympic Games, one of 
whom was David Berger, 
an American citizen. The 
memorial is located on the 
Mandel Jewish Community 
Center grounds. 26001 
South Woodland Rd., 
Beechwood, OH 44122-3367; 
(216) 831-0700; www.nps. 
gov/dabe or mandeljcc.org

Dayton Aviation Heritage 
National Historical Park,
commemorates the many 
contributions of the Wright 
brothers, the life and works 
of Paul Laurence Dunbar, 
and the invention and early 
development of aviation 
in the Dayton region—  
the birthplace of aviation. 
Visitor services are avail-
able at 22 South Williams 
Street and at the four park 
partnership sites in the 
area. P.O. Box 9280, Wright 
Brothers Station, Dayton, 
OH 45409-9280; (937) 225- 
7705, www.nps.gov/daav

Fallen Timbers Battlefield & Fort Miamis 
National Historic Site

Fallen Timbers 
Battlefield and Fort 
Miamis National Historic 
Site, an affiliated area, 
commemorates the Battle 
of Fallen Timbers. Troops 
led by General "Mad" 
Anthony Wayne defeat-
ed the British-supplied 
opposing forces along 
the Maumee River on 
August 20, 1794. This 
victory led to the Treaty of 
Greenville, August 3, 1795, 
which opened much of 
present-day Ohio to 
European settlement.
Fort Miamis, a British 
military post, outfitted  
warriors from 8 tribes and 
the Canadian Militia for 
the battle. MetroParks of 
the Toledo Area, 5100 West 
Central Ave., Toledo, OH 
43615-2100; (419) 407-9700; 
www.fallentimbersbattle- 
field.com

First Ladies National 
Historic Site features 
the historic home of 
President William McKinley 
(the 25th president) and 
First Lady Ida McKinley. It 
includes traditional museum 
exhibits about the first 
ladies and their role in 
American history. The site's 
research center contains

David Berger National Memorial

Hopewell Culture National Historical Park

Perry's Victory 8  International Peace Mem.Agate Fossil Beds National Monument

Fort Union Trading Post 
National Historic Site

Homestead National 
Monument of America, is
named for the Homestead 
Act of 1862, that brought 
dramatic change to 
America. This memorial to 
homesteaders is located on 
the site of one of the first 
homesteads claimed. The 
Homestead Heritage Center 
offers an award-winning 
film that presents a variety 
of meanings of homestead-
ing and houses the nation's 
National Homesteading 
Museum. Visitors can 
explore a settler's cabin, 
the one-room Freeman 
School, and interpretive 
exhibits that include 
agricultural equipment 
used to farm the Great 
Plains. Hiking trails through 
a restored tallgrass prairie 
reveal a scene as it may 
have appeared to the first 
pioneers. 8523 W. State 
Highway 4, Beatrice, NE 
68310-6743; (402) 223-3514; 
www.nps.gov/home

Scotts Bluff National 
Monument preserves the 
sandstone and clay bluff 
that rises 800 feet above 
the North Platte River.
It was a milepost for wagon 
trains rolling west along the 
Oregon, Mormon Pioneer, 
and California Trails. Visitors

can see the Oregon Trail 
Museum and hike or drive 
to the top of Scotts Bluff. 
190276 Old Oregan Trail, 
P.O. Box 27, Gering, NE 
69341-0027; (308) 436-9700; 
www.nps.gov/scbl

Missouri National 
Recreational River
protects 98 miles of the 
Missouri River in northeast 
Nebraska and southeast 
South Dakota. The park 
includes a 59-mile Missouri 
River reach from Gavins 
Point Dam, SD, to Ponca,
NE, and a 39-mile section 
from Fort Randall Dam to 
the headwaters of Lewis 
and Clark Lake. The river's 
dynamic character is evident 
in its many islands, bars, 
chutes, and snags. Adja-
cent are flood-plain forests, 
tallgrass, and mixed grass 
prairie. Dramatic Lewis and 
Clark resources abound. 
Federal and state facilities 
are available, including 
the Lewis and Clark Visitor 
Center at Gavins Point Dam. 
55245 Nebraska Highway 
121, Crofton, NE 68730;
(402) 667-2546; 
www.nps.gov/mnrr

Ice Age National Scientific ReserveFirst Ladies National Histone Site James A Garfield National Historic Site William Howard Taft National Historic Site Jewel Cave National Monument Wind Cave National Park

a repository of printed and 
microfilmed materials, audio 
and visual recordings of the 
first ladies, photographs, 
and paintings. Also included 
are contextual materials 
on political and social 
movements influenced by 
the first ladies. The site is 
operated by the National 
First Ladies' Library. 331 
Market Ave. South, Canton, 
Ohio 44702-2107; (330) 452- 
0876; www.nps.gov/fila

Hopewell Culture National 
Historical Park preserves 
part of the Ohio River 
Valley where the prehistoric 
Hopewell culture was 
situated from about 200 
B.C. to A.D. 500. The 
culture constructed earthen 
mounds of various shapes 
and enclosures that provide 
an insight into the political, 
economic, and spiritual life 
of the Hopewell people. 
Finely crafted artifacts are 
evidence of the extensive 
trade network used to 
obtain materials from as 
far west as the Rocky 
Mountains. 16062 State 
Route 104, Chillicothe, OH 
45601-8694; telephone (740) 
774-1126;
www.nps.gov/hocu

James A. Garfield National 
Historic Site preserves 
Lawnfield, the home of the 
20th president. A visitor 
center offers exhibits and 
a biographical film about 
President Garfield's life. 
House tours are also 
available. The visitor 
center and 8-acre site is 
located at 8095 Mentor 
Avenue, Montor, Ohio. 
8095 Mentor Ave., Mentor, 
OH 44060-5753; (440) 255- 
8722; www.nps.gov/jaga

Perry's Victory and 
International Peace 
Memorial commemorates 
Commodore Oliver Hazard 
Perry's victory over the 
British during the War of 
1812. A 352-foot Doric 
column on South Bass 
Island is featured. From 
atop the column, visitors 
can view the battle area 
and Lake Erie islands. An 
automobile ferry operates 
from Catawba Point 
and passenger ferries 
operate from Port Clinton. 
The ferries are available 
April through November 
via State Highway 2.
93 Delaware Ave., Put-In- 
Bay, OH 43456-0549; tele-
phone (419) 285-2184; 
www.nps.gov/pevi

William Howard Taft 
National Historic Site is
where the 27th president 
and 10th Chief Justice 
was born in 1857. The 
site includes the restored 
birthplace and four period 
rooms that reflect family 
life during Taft's boyhood. 
Second floor exhibits and 
the new Taft Education 
Center highlight the family's 
contributions. 2038 Auburn 
Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45219- 
3025; (513) 684-3262; 
www.nps.gov/wiho

SOUTH DAKOTA

Badlands National Park
was established for its 
paleontological resources 
and features a mixture of 
sharply eroded sedimentary 
formations and wide

expanses of mixed grass 
prairie. Open year-round, 
the park experiences great 
weather extremes. More 
than 64,000 acres of federal 
wilderness protect bison, 
bighorn sheep, pronghorn, 
and black-footed ferrets. 
25216 Ben Reifel Road, 
Interior, SD 57750-0006; 
(605) 433-5241; 
www.nps.gov/badl

Jewel Cave National 
Monument is recognized 
as the world's second 
longest cave, with more 
than 150 miles surveyed. 
Air flow within its passages 
indicates a vast area yet to 
be explored. Scenic, Candle-
light, and Spelunking cave 
tours provide opportunities 
for viewing this pristine 
cave system and a wide 
variety of speleothems: 
nailhead and dogtooth 
spar crystals, stalactites, 
stalagmites, draperies, 
frostwork, flowstone, 
boxwork, and hydro-
magnesite balloons. The 
cave is an important hiber- 
naculum for several species 
of bats. 11149 US Highway 
16, Custer, SD 57730-9608; 
(605) 673-8300; 
www.nps.gov/jeca

Badlands National Park

Minuteman Missile National Historic Site

Minuteman Missile 
National Historic Site
serves as a focal point 
for Cold War history and 
education. It consists of a 
missile silo that once held 
a Minuteman II missile and 
an underground capsule, 
where two Air Force officers 
waited for orders to launch 
nuclear war. Located off 
Interstate 90, exit 131, the 
visitor contact station is the 
starting point for all tours 
and offers exhibits and a 
park orientation video. 
21280 SD Hwy 240, Philip,
SD 57567-7102; 605-433- 
5552; www.nps.gov/mimi

Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial
is located in the heart 
of the Black Hills country. 
This magnificent carving 
of Presidents George 
Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln, and Theodore 
Roosevelt symbolizes 
the first 150 years of 
our nation's history.
13000 Highway 244, 
Keystone, SD 57751-0268; 
(605) 574-2523; 
www.nps.gov/moru

Wind Cave National Park,
is one of the oldest parks in 
the NPS. Known for a cave 
formation called boxwork, 
Wind Cave is among the 
longest and most complex 
caves in the world. The 
park's 28,295-acre prairie 
and pine forest are home 
to an array of wildlife in-
cluding bison, elk, mule 
deer, pronghorn, and prairie 
dogs. 26611 US Highway 
385, Hot Springs, SD 57747- 
9430; (605) 745-4600; 
www.nps.gov/wica

WISCONSIN

Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore preserves a 
12-mile strip of southern 
Lake Superior shoreline and 
21 forested islands. Pristine 
beaches, sandstone cliffs, 
and the largest collection of 
lighthouses in the NPS are 
featured. The area is known 
for sea kayaking, sailboat-
ing, hiking, fishing, and 
camping. The islands are 
reachable by boat. Marinas, 
launching sites, and excur-
sion cruises are available. 
Bayfield is the location of 
park headquarters and the 
gateway to the islands. 415 
Washington, Ave., Bayfield, 
Wl 54814-9701; (715) 779- 
3397; www.nps.gov/apis

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

Ice Age National Scientific 
Reserve includes nine 
units across the state of 
Wisconsin. Each area 
reveals evidence of the 
glacial advances which 
occurred as recently as 
12,000 years ago. This 
affiliated area is admin-
istered in partnership by 
the NPS and Wisconsin 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). The sites 
are owned and managed by 
the DNR. Bureau of Parks 
and Recreation, Dept, of 
Natural Resources, P.O. Box 
7921, Madison, Wl 53707- 
7921; (608) 266-2181; 
dnr.wi.gov/org/land/parks/ 
specif ic/iceagereserve/

Saint Croix National Scenic 
Riverway includes the 
Namekagon and St. Croix 
rivers and flows 252 miles 
through scenic and rural 
parts of Minnesota and Wis-
consin. The upper 200 miles 
offer exceptional canoeing 
and camping. Power boat-
ing is popular on the expan-
sive lower river. 401 N. 
Hamilton St., St. Croix Falls, 
Wl 54024-0708; (715) 483- 
3284; www.nps.gov/sacn
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