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Midwest National Parks

The Crossroads of America!
See what makes the Great Plains great. Go West 
beyond the Gateway Arch. Embrace the rugged 
wild of the Badlands. From the Civil War to Civil 
Rights, to the homes of our Presidents, parks tell 
the stories that shape our journey as a nation.

National Trails N ine  m a jo r tra ils  in  th e  N a tio n a l Trails 
System  cross pa rts  o f  th e  M id w e s t.

Things to Know Play it Safe
Most areas are open year-round. Operating times 
of visitor centers and other facilities vary from 
park to park. See park websites or the NPS App 
for entrance fees. Fees may or may not be 
charged for services and activities.

Enjoy views from overlooks, 
but avoid unprotected 
ledges. Keep your children 
close to you.

Hunting is permitted only in designated areas 
and regulated by state and Federal law. A state 
fishing license is required. Watercraft use is 
subject to state and U.S. Coast Guard regulations. 
Some areas may allow leashed dogs on trails or 
in the backcountry. Check park websites for 
more information.

Wear appropriate footwear 
to prevent slipping or 
falling on trails. Prevent 
water-related accidents by 
observing safety messages. 
Always wear a personal 
flotation device (PFD) while 
on water.

Animals in parks are wild 
creatures, no matter how 
tame they may appear.
For your own safety, and 
theirs, keep your distance. 
Do not feed or pet the 
wildlife.

California National 
Historic Trail

Be aware of road, weather, 
and water conditions.
Drive appropriately.
Bring plenty of water.

In the 1840s and 1850s, 
over 250,000 emigrants 
traveled West. Their 
quest—the gold fields 
and rich farmlands of 
California. Follow in their 
footsteps and view over 
1,000 miles of trail ruts and 
traces across 10 states. 
www.nps.gov/cali

National Heritage Areas

Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area

This 42-county region is the only 
Heritage Area named or a President. 
Located in central Illinois, it is home to 
courthouses, log cabin ;, hotels, and 
homes. Here Lincoln argued cases and 
entertained his neighbors and friends, 
www.lookingforlincol n.com

Freedom's Frontier 
National Heritage Area

Illinois & Michigan Canal 
National Heritage Corridor

National Aviation Heritage Area

The first national heritage area, 
this canal was built in the 1830s 
and 1840s along the portage 
between Lake Michigan and the 
Illinois River. The portage had long 
been used as an American Indian 
trade route. Later it transformed 
Chicago into a critical 
transportation hub. 
www.canalcor.org

Find a rich collection of aviation 
legacies in the "Birchplace of 
Aviation." Visit the bicycle shops that 
fostered the Wright Brothers' flying 
ambitions. Tour museums of complex 
spacecraft that carried astronauts to 
the moon. The National Aviation 
Heritage Area is fu I of history & 
tradition, visitnaha.com

Ohio & Erie National Heritage 
Canalway

Explore the canal that enabled 
shipping between Lake Erie and 
the Ohio River. The canal opened 
up the frontier settlement of 
Ohio. Then it vaulted Ohio into 
national commercial prominence 
in the early 1830s. 
www.ohioanderiecanalway.com

Events that happened in several 
eastern Kansas and western 
Missouri counties led :o an 
enduring struggle for freedom. 
Conflict over slavery and other 
issues drew those on both 
sides into a violent Border 
War. Today, Freedom':;
Frontier bridges the border. 
vyww.freedomsfrontier.org
7

MotorCities National 
Heritage Area

Northern Plains National 
Heritage Area

Silos & Smokestacks National 
Heritage Area

The 630-foot Gateway 
Arch in St. Louis is clad in 
stainless steel. It is built in 
the form of an inverted, 
weighted catenary arch.

Experience Michigan's rich 
automotive and labor history from 
the Model T to Damiler Chrysler. 
Discover the legends of Henry Ford 
and General Motors. Learn about 
the long, and sometimes tenuous, 
relationship between labor and 
industry, www.motorcities.org

The remaining free-flowing Missouri 
River in North Dakota is the ancient 
homeland of the Mandan and 
Hidatsa Indians. The beauty of the 
buttes, breaks, and woody draws 
drew these cultures and influenced 
the history they share. 
www.northernplainsheritage.org

Ice Age National Scenic 
Trail

Set foot on unique glacial 
features from the last Ice 
Age. Winding through 
Wisconsin, this 1,200-mile 
route follows terminal 
moraines of the most 
recent glaciation. The trail 
links six units of the Ice 
Age National Scientific 
Reserve, www.nps.gov/iatr

Explore a 37-county region in 
northeast Iowa. Partnerships and 
activities celebrate farm life, 
agribusiness, and rural communities 
past and present. Silos and 
Smokestacks tells the story of 
American agriculture and its 
global significance. 
www.silosandsmokestacks.org

Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail

Thirty-one men, one 
woman, and a baby 
traveled from the plains of 
the Midwest to the shores 
of the Pacific Ocean. From 
1804 to 1806 the "Corps 
of Discovery" opened a 
window into the west for 
the young United States. 
www.nps.gov/lecl

Oregon National 
Historic Trail

Santa Fe National 
Historic Trail

Thousands migrated 
westward to the Oregon 
country beginning in 1841. 
See more than 2,000 miles 
of trail ruts and traces in 
six states. All are reminders 
of the sacrifices, struggles, 
and triumphs of early 
American settlers. 
www.nps.gov/oreg

The Santa Fe Trail played 
a major role in bringing 
people, goods, and 
ideas to and from Santa 
Fe for 59 years. Learn 
about the thousands of 
travelers who made this 
remarkable trip. 
www.nps.gov/safe

Mormon Pioneer 
National Historic Trail

Pony Express National 
Historic Trail

Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail

70,000 Mormons traveled 
this route from 1846 to 
1869 escaping religious 
persecution. Follow their 
stories across five states—  
Illinois to Salt Lake City, 
Utah— over 1,300 miles. 
www.nps.gov/mopi

Follow the route used 
to carry mail nearly 
2,000 miles. Riders on 
horseback traveled from  
St. Joseph, Missouri and 
San Francisco, California 
in 1860-1861. 
www.nps.gov/poex

Commemorate the 
survival of the Cherokee 
people who, in 1838- 
1839, were forcibly 
removed from their 
homelands in Georgia, 
Alabama, and Tennessee 
to live in Indian Territory, 
now Oklahoma. 
www.nps.gov/trte

North Country National 
Scenic Trail Communities, Grants, & Programs
The longest national 
trail links scenic, natural, 
historic, and cultural 
areas across seven states. 
Visitors experience a 
variety of landscapes and 
communities over 
4,200 miles. 
www.nps.gov/noco

The National Park Service works with communities 
to promote conservation, preservation, and 
recreation through programs, including: Rivers, 
Trails, and Conservation Assistance, Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, National Historic 
Landmarks Program, and others. Learn more at 
www.nps.gov/getinvolved/communities.htm
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Little Rock's Central High '  

School came to  symbolize the 
Federal Government's com-
mitment to eliminate separate 
systems of education for blacks 
and whites.

Native
..-.AMERICA

C onflict &  W ar Pullman National 
Monum ent, Illinois

George Washington 
Carver National 
Monum ent, Missouri

The young child known as 
the "Plant Doctor" tended 
his secret garden. He 
observed the day-to-day 
operations of a 19th century 
farm. Nature and nurture 
ultimately influenced Carver 
on his quest for education. 
He became a renowned 
agricultural scientist, 
educator, and humanitarian. 
www.nps.gov/gwca

Dayton Aviation Heritage 
National Historical Park, 
Ohio

Explore the lives of two 
ingenious brothers, Wilbur 
and Orville Wright. Add 
one of America's greatest 
African-American poets,
Paul Laurence Dunbar. 
Together they found their 
creative outlet through 
accomplishments and 
failures, and finally success. 
Learn about the history of 
flight in the birthplace of 
aviation.
www.nps.gov/daav

Tra^e Tr(&\?elIsle Royale National Park, 
Michigan

Explore a rugged, isolated 
island, far from the sights 
and sounds of civilization. 
Surrounded by scenic 
Lake Superior, Isle Royale 
offers solitude to all.
Plenty of adventure awaits 
backpackers, hikers, kayakers, 
canoeists, and scuba divers. 
www.nps.gov/isro

Mississippi National 
River and Recreation 
Area, Minnesota

Ozark National Scenic 
Riverways, Missouri In a growing Chicago 

neighborhood called 
Pullman, diverse people and 
stories intertwine. All were 
seeking opportunity. Some 
succeeded. Others were 
limited by race, gender, or 
economic status. Their 
stories came together 
in Pullman— a planned 
community famed for 
its urban design and 
architecture. 
www.nps.gov/pull

George Rogers Clark 
National Historical Park, 
Indiana

The British flag would not 
rise above Fort Sackville on 
Feb. 25, 1779. At 10 a.m., 
the garrison surrendered to 
American Colonel George 
Rogers Clark. French 
residents of the Illinois 
country had come to his aid. 
His victory assured United 
States' claims to the frontier. 
www.nps.gov/gero

Minuteman Missile 
National Historic Site, 
South Dakota

A Cold War arsenal of 
nuclear missiles were 
assembled on the Great 
Plains. They were kept on 
constant alert. This site 
serves as a public venue for 
examining the challenges 
and paradoxes of a Cold 
War. Today, reflect on a 
peaceful prairie that once 
held the power to destroy 
the world. 
www.nps.gov/mimi

ADVENTURES One hundred thirty-four 
river miles provide year- 
round canoeing and john- 
boating through 
Missouri's timbered Ozark 
region. Discover huge 
fresh-water springs, 
numerous caves, and 
historic structures. 
www.nps.gov/ozar

A 69-caliber, single-shot Dragoon 
pistol, ca. 1849. It was a common 
armament on the frontier in places 
like Fort Scott.

This 72-mile river park 
offers quiet stretches 
for fishing, boating, and 
canoeing. Other spots 
offer birdwatching, 
bicycling, and hiking.
All this within a bustling 
urban setting. 
www.nps.gov/miss

Fort Union Trading Post 
National Historic Site, 
North Dakota

Fort Union was the most 
important commercial 
fur trade post on the 
Upper Missouri River.
At the request of the 
Assiniboine Nation, the 
American Fur Trade 
Company built the post. 
Seven tribes exchanged furs 
for guns and ammunition, 
clothing, pipes, beads, and 
cookware. 
www.nps.gov/fous

Arkansas Post National 
Memorial, Arkansas

At the confluence of two 
rivers, Arkansas Post has 
served as a gathering place 
for many cultures. The post 
was a place for cultural 
cooperation, conflict, and 
diversity. It saw activity 
during both the American 
Revolution and the Civil War. 
It also preserves American 
Indian mounds dating to the 
Mississippian period. 
www.nps.gov/arpo

Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore, 
Wisconsin

Twenty-one islands and 
12 miles of mainland 
host a unique blend of 
cultural and natural 
resources. Visitors can 
hike, paddle, sail, or 
cruise to experience 
these jewels of Lake 
Superior. Within the 
boundaries is the largest 
collection of lighthouses 
in the country. 
www.nps.gov/apis

Buffalo National River, 
Arkansas

River Raisin National 
Battlefield Park, Michigan

During the War of 1812, 
two battles took place here 
in January 1813. Americans 
fought the British and their 
American Indian allies. The 
second battle resulted in 
the greatest victory won 
by Tecumseh's American 
Indian Confederation. The 
U.S. defeat inspired the rally 
cry "Remember the Raisin," 
which spurred support for 
the rest of the war. 
www.nps.rira

Effigy Mounds National 
Monument, Iowa

Located on the bluffs 
above the Mississippi River. 
Prehistoric Woodland 
Indians constructed 
mounds in the shapes of 
birds and animals. Even 
more common were 
shapes of cones and 
cylinders. The site offers 
superb panoramas as well 
as insight to these ancient 
cultures.
www.nps.gov/efmo

Free-flowing for 135 miles, 
the Buffalo River is one 
of the few remaining 
undammed rivers in the 
lower 48 states. Journey 
from running rapids to 
quiet pools. Be surrounded 
by massive bluffs as you 
cruise through the Ozark 
Mountains. 
www.nps.gov/buff

Missouri National 
Recreational River,
South Dakota

Imagine a 100-mile stretch 
of North America's longest 
river. It is a vestige of the 
untamed American West. 
Enjoy the wild, winding, 
mighty Missouri River that 
continues to flow as nature 
intended.
www.nps.gov/mnrr

Niobrara National 
Scenic River, Nebraska

The 76-mile section of 
the Niobrara River in 
north-central Nebraska 
flows through mixed 
environments. The 
valley's mix of boreal, 
eastern woodland, 
and Rocky Mountain 
forest types are unique. 
Tallgrass and sand hill 
prairies add even more 
diverse scenery. 
www.npw.gov/niob

Keweenaw National 
Historical Park, Michigan

For 7,000 years, people have 
mined Keweenaw copper. 
Native peoples made copper 
into tools and trade items. 
Investors and immigrants 
arrived in a great mineral 
rush. Thriving industries and 
communities added rich 
cultural diversity. 
www.nps.gov/kewe

Saint Croix National 
Scenic Riverway, 
Wisconsin

Grab your paddle. Head 
to the St. Croix and 
Namekagon Rivers. 
Together they offer over 
200 miles of water to 
glide and rush through 
a forested landscape. 
Paddle, boat, fish, and 
camp among this wild 
and scenic beauty. 
www.nps.gov/sacn

Knife River Indian 
Villages National 
Historic Site,
North Dakota

Situated at the junction 
of the Knife and Missouri 
Rivers. Northern Plains 
Indians maintained an 
agricultural lifeway in 
earthlodge villages. 
Sacagawea was living at 
the Knife River Villages at 
the 1804 arrival of Lewis 
& Clark and the Corps of 
Discovery. She proved a 
valuable member of the 
expedition. 
www.nps.gov/knri

Voyageurs National Park, 
Minnesota

Located in the heart of the 
North American continent, 
the park's complex waterways 
were once traveled by 
French-Canadian voyageurs. 
Experience the life of a 
voyageur. Immerse yourself 
in the sights and sounds of 
a boreal forest. View the 
dark skies. 
www.nps.gov/voya

Fort Larned National 
Historic Site, Kansas

Discover a complete and 
authentic army post from 
the 1860s-1870s. This well- 
preserved fort on the Santa 
Fe Trail shares a tumultuous 
history of the Indian Wars 
era. The sandstone 
buildings sheltered troops 
known as the Guardians 
of the Santa Fe. 
www.nps.gov/fols

Pea Ridge National 
Military Park, Arkansas

On March 7-8, 1862, 26,000 
soldiers fought here to 
decide the fate of Missouri 
and the West. The 4,300- 
acre battlefield is one of 
the most intact Civil War 
battlefields in the United 
States. A section of the 
Cherokee Trail of Tears 
winds through the park. 
www.nps.gov/peri

A copper cutout of a 
stylized bird, made 
by the people o f the 
Hopewell Culture over 
2,000 years ago.

Fort Smith National 
Historic Site, Arkansas

From the establishment 
of the first Fort Smith on 
December 25, 1817, to the 
final days of Judge Isaac C. 
Parker's jurisdiction over 
Indian Territory in 1896,
Fort Smith preserves almost 
80 years of history. Explore 
life on the edge of Indian 
Territory through the stories 
of soldiers, the Trail of Tears, 
dangerous outlaws, and the 
lawmen who pursued them. 
www.nps.gov/fosm

Grand Portage National 
Monum ent, Minnesota

Experience the sights and 
smells of a bustling depot 
reconstructed in its exact 
location. Explore a long-ago 
Ojibwa village. Observe the 
partnership between the 
Grand Portage Ojibwe and 
the North West Company. 
www.nps.gov/grpo

Wilson's Creek National 
Battlefield, Missouri

Wilson's Creek was the first 
major Civil War battle fought 
west of the Mississippi River. 
Nathaniel Lyon was the 
first Union General killed in 
action. The Southern victory 
focused national attention 
on the war in Missouri. 
www.nps.gov/wicr

Hopewell Culture 
National Historical Park, 
Ohio

The prehistoric Hopewell 
Culture lived in the Ohio 
River Valley from about 
200 BCE to CE 500. The 
culture constructed 
earthen mounds of various 
shapes and enclosures. The 
mounds offer insight into 
the lives of the Hopewell 
people.
www.nps.gov/hocu

Fort Scott National 
Historic Site, Kansas

Explore Fort Scott's role in 
the opening of the west, 
"Bleeding Kansas," and the 
Civil War. Established in 
1842 to keep peace in the 
"permanent Indian frontier." 
The fort is partly restored and 
reconstructed to that era. 
www.nps.gov/fosc

Perry's Victory and 
International Peace 
Memorial, Ohio

"Don't Give Up the Ship!" 
exclaimed Commodore 
Oliver Hazard Perry for 
victory over the British.
The Memorial honors those 
who fought in the Battle of 
Lake Erie during the War 
of 1812. It celebrates the 
long-lasting peace among 
Britain, Canada, and the 
United States. 
www.nps.gov/pevi

Ste. Genevieve National 
Historical Park, MissouriPipestone National 

Monument, Minnesota

View ancient pipestone 
(catlinite) quarries— used 
by American Indians for 
hundreds of years. 
American Indian artisans 
carve ceremonial and 
traditional pipes from the 
soft, red stone. 
www.nps.gov/pipe

Established by 1750,
Ste. Genevieve was the 
first permanent European 
settlement in Missouri. Early 
French-Canadian settlers 
were drawn here by the rich 
agricultural land known as Le 
Grand Champ (the Big Field). 
Experience still-standing 
buildings in the French 
Colonial architectural style 
that make the area unique. 
www.nps.gov/stge

Considered the most 
endangered mammal in North 
America, the black-footed ferret 
has been reintroducted in Badlands 
National Park and Wind Cave 
National Park.

The Delta-09 missile silo at 
Minuteman Missile National 
Historic Site contained a fully 
operational 1.2 megaton nuclear 
warhead.

Indigenous dances and 
other traditions are 
preserved by descendants 
of early Plains cultures.

The Pullman Palace Car Company began
m anufacturing sleeping cars in 1867.
The area around the  factory became 
one o f the  most fam ous company tow ns 
in the United States.

Mammals found at Agate 
Fossil Beds date from the 
early Miocene Epoch some 
21 m illion years ago.Tallgrass Prairie National 

Preserve, Kansas

Tallgrass prairie once 
covered 170 million acres 
of North America. Today, 
less than 4 percent remains. 
Here in the Kansas Flint 
Hills, the tallgrass prairie 
takes its last stand. The 
10,894-acre preserve 
reveals cultural evidence 
of American Indians and 
preserves historic structures 
of the Z Bar/Spring Hill 
Ranch.
www.nps.gov/tapr

Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park, North 
Dakota

The Little Missouri River 
shaped this wild and broken 
land. As a young man, the 
26th President ranched and 
hunted during the 1880s.
The rugged landscape 
and strenuous life that he 
experienced shaped his 
conservation policy. 
www.nps.gov/thrp -  0 ,

Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial, 
South Dakota

Washington. Jefferson. 
Lincoln. Theodore 
Roosevelt. Mount 
Rushmore brings visitors 
face-to-face with the rich 
heritage we all share, 
from the history of the 
first inhabitants to the 
diversity of America today. 
www.nps.gov/moru

Badlands National Park, 
South Dakota

The rugged beauty of the 
Badlands draws visitors 
from around the world. 
The park's 244,000 acres 
protect an expanse of 
mixed-grass prairie. See 
bison, bighorn sheep, 
pronghorn, and prairie 
dogs.
www.nps.gov/badl

Paries of

Change Agate Fossil Beds National 
Monum ent, Nebraska

During the 1890s, scientists 
rediscovered what the 
Lakota Sioux already knew: 
Bones preserved in one of 
the world's most significant 
Miocene Epoch mammal sites. 
www.nps.gov/agfo

The Oregon Trail reminds us of 
the sacrifices, struggles, and 
triumphs of early American 
settlers. More than 2,000 miles 
of trail ruts and traces are still 
seen in six states.

PRESIDENTIAL PARKS
Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore, Michigan

Lincoln Boyhood 
National Memorial, 
Indiana

First Ladies National 
Historic Site, Ohio

The home of President 
William McKinley and First 
Lady Ida McKinley honors 
America's First Ladies. The 
National First Ladies' Library 
operates the site. 
www.nps.gov/fila

President William  
Jefferson Clinton 
Birthplace Home National 
Historic Site, Arkansas

Explore the formative years of 
President Clinton's childhood. 
The home served as the 
center of Clinton's family life 
for his first 10 years. Clinton's 
extended family provided 
him with his first notions of 
"social justice." This theme 
carried throughout his 
political and post-presidential 
work, www.nps.gov/wicl

Wind Cave National Park, 
South Dakota

Harry S Truman 
National Historic Site, 
Missouri Brown v. Board of 

Education National 
Historic Site, Kansas

Brown v. Board of Education 
ended legal segregation in 
public schools. Housed in 
the former Monroe 
Elementary School, the 
story is one of hope and 
courage. This important 
decision is a turning point 
in American history. It 
helped launch the modern 
civil rights movement. 
www.nps.gov/brvb

Charles Young Buffalo 
Soldiers National 
Monument, Ohio

Throughout his life, Charles 
Young overcame countless 
obstacles in his ascent to 
prominence. Young rose up 
in the military to be one of 
the most respected leaders 
despite stifling inequality. 
With steadfast devotion to 
duty, Young led by example 
and inspired a generation of 
new leaders. 
www.nps.gov/chyo

G atew ay Arch National 
Park, Missouri

The stainless steel Gateway 
Arch rises 630 feet above 
the Mississippi riverfront.
It shines a light on St.
Louis' role in the Westward 
Expansion. It reflects 
Thomas Jefferson's role in 
opening the West, and it 
inspires memories of 
pioneers who helped shape 
the history of the United 
States.
www.nps.gov/jeff

Central High School 
National Historic Site, 
Arkansas Explore the wild beauty on 

the Lake Superior shore. 
Sandstone cliffs, beaches, 
sand dunes, waterfalls, lakes, 
forest, and shoreline beckon. 
Enjoy hiking, camping, and 
four-season outdoor 
activities and adventure. 
www.nps.gov/piro

Bison, elk, and other 
wildlife roam the rolling 
prairie grasslands in one of 
America's oldest national 
parks. Underneath the 
surface sits Wind Cave, one 
of the longest and most 
complex caves in the world. 
www.nps.gov/wica

President Truman took 
America from its 
traditional isolationism 
into the age of 
international involvement. 
Experience his political 
career and final years as 
a former president. A 
man of modest ambition, 
Truman never forgot 
where he came from. 
www.nps.gov/hstr

Abraham Lincoln grew 
from youth to manhood 
in southern Indiana. Many 
character and moral traits 
formed and were nurtured 
here. His mother, Nancy 
Hanks Lincoln, is buried 
here, www.nps.gov/libo

Cuyahoqa Valley 
National Park, Ohio

Though a short distance 
from the urban areas of 
Cleveland and Akron, 
Cuyahoga Valley seems 
worlds away. The winding 
Cuyahoga River gives way 
to deep forests, rolling 
hills, and open farmlands. 
Take a hike, ride the scenic 
railroad, attend a concert, 
or bike the Towpath Trail. 
www.nps.gov/cuya

Hot Springs National Park, 
Arkansas

Springs rise from the slope 
of Hot Springs Mountain. 
Therapeutic baths treated 
people's ailments for over 
200 years. Today, the park 
protects the watershed of 
47 hot springs. Enjoy one of 
eight preserved historic bath 
houses, www.nps.gov/hosp

Scotts Bluff National 
Monument, Nebraska

Today, you still can't 
miss the bluff towering 
800 feet above the 
North Platte River.
Scotts Bluff has been a 
landmark for American 
Indians, emigrants on 
the Oregon, California, 
and Mormon Trails, and 
modern travelers. Rich 
with geological and 
paleontological history, 
there is much to discover. 
www.nps.gov/scbl

Dramatic images of racial 
conflict seared into public 
memory in 1957. Nine 
African American students 
were the first to exercise 
their right to equal 
education. They became 
known as "The Little Rock 
Nine."
www.nps.gov/chsc

Beautiful in its uncluttered 
commonness, the Truman 
Home showcases the simple 
life Harry and Bess enjoyed 
before, during, and after his 
presidency.

Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore, 
Michigan

Beaches stretch along over 
50 miles of Lake Michigan's 
eastern coastline. Bluffs 
tower over 450 feet above 
the lake. Enjoy the sand and 
sun, spectacular views, lush 
forests, and unique flora 
and fauna. 
www.nps.gov/slbe

Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site, Illinois

At the center of a restored 
1860s neighborhood stands 
the only home Lincoln ever 
owned. We know Lincoln 
as the 16th President.
But he was also a spouse, 
parent, and neighbor.
He experienced the same 
life, hopes, dreams, and 
challenges still experienced 
by people today. 
www.nps.gov/liho

William Howard Taft 
National Historic Site, 
Ohio

Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site, 
Iowa

Indiana Dunes National 
Park, Indiana

Magnificent sand dunes front 
Lake Michigan for 15 miles 
and rise to 180 feet. Explore 
remnants of an environment 
created by glaciation, wind, 
and water. Discover what lives 
in the marshes, ponds, and 
bogs left behind. 
www.nps.gov/indu

Homestead National 
Historical Park, Nebraska

With the promise of Free 
Land, the Homestead Act 
of 1862 enticed millions to 
chase the American Dream. 
One had to live on the 
land, cultivate the frontier, 
and build a home. Families, 
immigrants, women, and 
freed slaves flooded 10 
percent of the nation's land. 
American Indian cultures and 
natural environments gave 
way to diverse settlement 
and industrial advancement. 
Building our nation changed 
the land forever. 
www.nps.gov/home

Nicodemus National 
Historic Site, Kansas

Born in a two-room 
cottage, Herbert Hoover 
could have been any 
small town boy. This place 
reveals how family, faith, 
education, and hard 
work can open a world of 
opportunity to a child of 
simple beginnings. 
www.nps.gov/heho

High atop one of Cincinnati's 
most prominent hilltops 
stands a two-story Greek 
Revival house. Here 27th 
President, and 10th Chief 
Justice, William Howard Taft 
was born and raised. Hard 
work, a good education, and 
an interest in civic duty made 
the Taft family leaders over 
the years.
www.nps.gov/wiho

After the Civil War, former 
enslaved African Americans 
left Kentucky. Their dream 
was to experience freedom 
in the "promised land" 
of Kansas. Nicodemus 
represents the involvement 
of African Americans in 
westward expansion. They 
valued work, worship, 
education, home, and self- 
governance. 
www.nps.gov/nico

Ulysses S. Grant National 
Historic Site, Missouri

In 1843, Civil War general 
and future 18th President,
U. S. Grant met his wife 
Julia Dent. She lived at 
her family's farm located 
on 10 acres in present-day 
suburban St. Louis. This 
began an association with 
the property that lasted until 
his death in 1885. 
www.nps.gov/ulsg

Jewel Cave National 
Monum ent, South Dakota

James A. Garfield 
National Historic Site, 
Ohio

In 1880, James Garfield 
used his front porch 
as a platform to greet 
thousands during his 
presidential campaign. 
Today, the porch serves as 
a gateway to the story of 
the 20th President. 
www.nps.gov/jaga

Immerse yourself within the 
third longest cave in the 
world. With over 185 miles 
and counting of mapped 
and surveyed passages, this 
underground wilderness 
appeals to every human 
curiosity. Every turn reveals 
a splendor made by fragile 
formations and brilliant color. 
www.nps.gov/jeca

Spelunking cave tours at Jewel 
Cave provide opportunities for 
viewing this pristine cave 
system.

The voyageurs were French 
Canadians who transported 
goods during the fur trade 
years. Voyageur is a French 
word, meaning "traveler."
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