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lntroduction
The Alaska Peninsula/Becharof
National Wildlife Refuge is a long,
thin refuge; reaching from the Gulf
ofAlaska coast, over the Aleutian
Mountains and a number of large
inland lakes, to the middle of the
Bristol Bay Coastal Plain. The
Refuge stretches from the Katmai
National Park's southern boundary
to American Bay on the Gulf of
A]aska and Port Moller on the Bristol
Bay coast, and is interrupted by
Aniakchak National Monument and
Preserve. Becharof Lake, completely
within Becharof NWR, is the largest
lake in the wildlife refuge system.
The landscape is shaped by the Pacific
Ocean, active volcanoes and glaciers,
meandering rivers and sub-arctic
weather cells. Habitats include
near-shore marine, coastal
shores and cliffs, alpine
tundra, forest, shrub
and a mostly treeless
tundra,/shrubland/
wetland complex at
lower elevations.

This diversity of bhe

Refuge's landforms and
habitats contributes to a diverse
avifauna. Starting at the Gulf of
Alaska, coastal waters support
a variety of seabirds, other cliff
dependent species, and wintering
waterfowl. The land rises sharply to
the Aleutian Mountains, where alpine
species of landbirds, shorebirds,
cliffnesting raptors, and the elusive
Kittlitz's Murrelet find homes. The
mountains fall to shrub covered hills
and large glacially formed lakes,
surrounded by shrub and cottonwood
forest in the south and spruce/
birch forest in the north. These
provide habitat for another suite of
waterbirds, landbirds, and raptors.
The boreal species associated with
spruce forests are found mostly
north ofthe Becharofboundary. The
land gradually falls to the Bristol Tundra Swans
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Bay lowlands; which are covered
in wetlands, meadows, and dwarf
shrub and crossed by meandering
rivers. These provide nesting grounds
for waterfowl, waterbirds, cranes,
shorebirds, landbirds, and some
raptors. An isolated population of
Marbled Godwit nests in and near the
Ugashik River drainage. Continuing
northeast to the Bering Sea coast,
huge tides build large tidal flats
that are visited by migrating birds,
especially waterfowl and shorebirds,
in spring and fall.

Another contributor to high species
diversity is the fact that the Alaska
Peninsula is a crossroads for
both North America and Pacific
migrations. S4rile many species come
here to breed, others move here for
the winter. Sometimes accidentals
from Asia or southern North America
may also he encountered by the
astute birder.

Bird Viewing
Wildlife viewers benefit from
patience, skill, a good pair of
binoculars or spotting scope, a
notebook, and bird book. Make
observations first, and then check
the book or bird list. While songbirds
are best detected in the morning in
spring, other species may be viewed
throughout the day. Shorebird
abundance on the marine coast is
often dictated by tide level. To assist
the bird viewer, the likely reglon/
habitat where species are most
commonly found is noted. The Refuge
covers a vast area with few modern
conveniences such as roads, and
birding on the Alaska Peninsula can
be challenging because of the difflcult
access to areas outside the village
road corridors and the limited window
of timing of some species. Advanced
planning is needed, especially for
targeted species. To better plan your
trip a general idea of abundance is
given by season.



Brown bears may be found an;,'where
in this area during spring, summer
and fall. Read brochures on bear
safety, get tips from the Visitor
Centers, or talk to knowledgeable
staffabout how to stay safe. T?avel in
groups of more than two if possible,
and let people know where you
are headed.

Unusual Sightings
Because this is such a huge area and
has only been a refuge since 1980,
information for some regions, and
especially for the winter months, is
very spotty. Please report sightings
of species not on the list (including
a photo if possible) to the Refuge
Manager (address on back cover).
Please report nests or recently

Habitats/Regions G

Seasons
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Waterfowl

Eean Goose
Greater White-fronted Goose .
Emperor Goose
Snow Goose
Brant
Cackling Goose. ?

Canada Goose (Lesser)

Blge--winged Teall
Cipnamon Te?l
Nolthern Shove]er.
Northern Pintail'
Garganey
BaikalTeal

Gulf of Alaska - waters within
U2mile of shore, shores and
rocky cliffs

Mountains - elevations above
1000' often dominated by
dwarf shrub

Boreal Forest Region (Katmai,
King Salmon)

Low elevation tundra, wetland
and shrub including Bristol
Bay Coastal Plain, rivers, and
frewhwater lakes south of
Katmai

Bering Sea Coast (Bristol Bay),
shoreline and bluffs

Spring (mid March - Muy)

Summer (June - mid August)

Fall (mid August - October)

Winter (November - Mid March)

Habitat SpS FW

M

Gray-crowned
Rosy-finclt,
ODonna
Dewhurst fledged young for species not marked

as breeders. Also report species
observed outside of a marked season.
Reports should include location, date,

notes, and observer's name and
contact information.

Ahundance

denotes a species that is known
to breed in this area

common-species occurs
regularly in suitable habitat and
often in large numbers

uncommon-species occurs
fairly regularly in suitable
habitat, but in small numbers or
distribution is irregular

rare-species occurs regularly,
but in very small numbers and
not often seen

accidental-species occurs a few
times every 50 years

irruptive-species cyclic and
dependent on a speciflc resource

domestic flocks

Key source: Incidental Bird Records - Alaska Penisula, Rare
Bird Reports - Alaska Peninula/Becharof NWR; Ruthrauff
eL al. 2007 : Katmai Inventory.
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This list contains
225 species of
bird,s, including
lt} accidentals,
and coaers the
northern Alaska
Peninsulafrom
Kukaklek Lake
(Katmui) to PoT't
Moller (21,000 sq.
mi. or 5/+,500 sq.

km.), including
neighboring state
and, priuate land,
onthe Bering
Sea coast o,nd,

Bristol Bay
Coastal
Plain.
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COMMON NAME

Waterfowl, continued

-c*a-u-v-asb-ask-
Re-dhe-a-d-.
R!1rg_4e-_qke-{_D-_u_ek_:

TUfle-d Dusk
Gre-at-er s-saup--'- 

". - .,
L-qggg1S_ca"pp_

Sten-e-r.lc "Eider
S"pe__cl_ap"-ledEidpr

King-E-id-er,
Common Eider.?
Ifarlqquru DucL'-
SurfSester- -White-wingedSeslel. J-
Eleck seqter:------
Lsrs--taUed-Dusb-
Bufflehcad--
-QornrnSncsldeueyq_ _ _
!arrow's Goldeneye
Ho_o_de_ilMergancer
esmrne[]V_Igga!Cel..__
Bedrhrcasls{n[e_rganser:*

Game Birds
$uuse-Grpraqe'- --
]VitlsILruarusau:
E-sck_Plarlsrganl
Ut!.!e*E[ledf-b-rm]ga!:-
loons and Grebes
&qd;throated Loon. _tuMComM
btlsvlbiUe-{Loon 

-
ttsrued Grcbe-
Eed.!ffke{Arebe.

Habitat SpS FW

E,L,B T T
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COMMON NAME

Tubenose (Seabirds)/
Other Waterhirds
Northern F\rlmar
Sooty Shearwater
Short-tailed Shearwate:' _
Fork-tailedStorm-Petrel _

Leach's Storm-Petrel
Double-crested Cormorant.
Red-faced Cormorant.
@
G19at-pggt

Hawks, Eag Ies, Falcons
osprey-'-
EaldEaeb-:,
Northern Harrier.
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Northern Goshawk.
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-lesged Hawk.
Golden Eagle. _
American Kestrel
Merlin.
Gyrfalcon.
Peregrine Falcon. __
Granes and Allies
American Coot
Sandhill Crane.

Shorebirds
Black-bellied Plover.
American Golden-Plover.
Pacific Golden-Plover.
Lesser Sand-plover
Semipalmated Plover'
Black Oystercatcher.
Spotted Sandpiper.
Solitary Sandpiper.
Wandering Tattler.

G,B T
G,B I
G,B. r
G,B T
G,B,L,F U

G,B U

GrB
L

Habitat SpS FW
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rr Greater Yellowlegs. _ _
Less€I*Yellpry-legs:
Wood Sandpiper __.__

Whimbrel.
EusUe--lhrgipd Cudew___
HUdS_omarrGSdll,t:_
Bar-tailed Godwit

u
u
1'.urur B

M,B,G
B

a
uc_c
rr

uu
u

Willow
Ptarmigan
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COMMON NAME

Shorebirds, continued

Marbled Godwit.

Habitat SpS FW

B,Luuu
RuddyTtrrnstone B u r u-*-
B1ack Tirrnstone. B.L.G u r** u --
Surfbird. M,G,B,L r r r
Red Knot B.L
Sanderling G.B.L r------ -f - *-,--
SemipalmatedSandpiper B,G,L,M _-f-_-*-* r - --
U&slCrn SandptBgry- B,G.L c",-,U--c-------
Red-necked Stint B
Least Sandpiper. L.G,B -g-- c --u--- -

Sharp:lailedSandpiper *_ B _*'--- "r
Rock Sandpiper. ___ B,G,L,M u -*u --U-----u--
Dunlin. B,L,G c c c

LonE-billed Dowitcher
Wilson's Snine. L.F ccu
Wilson's Phalarope L
Be&necksilP-_halarcpe:___ __L,EB-G_ _u_ -_c_ _-(

Ec{P}alalop_e -*--_-B --- ?- - a -

Gulls and Terns

Elas-klegge-d-rurwaEe' --- *eLBJr_-.-g---c ! !-

E-e-&leccedK$i@- G'B*---*,-* a -- --.--
Sabirc s GdL- B,L* u u* -u"--""-"" "

Bpaapat:-tets_Gull. _______ B,EL,G 
-,u_._. 

c*.-.-9...--.---...

Black-headed Gull B rrr
Black-tailed Gull G a
MewGull. B,L,G,F c c c u
Rins-billed Gull
lYss!eru_Ca!--,- B -a-4 -------IlqrrngGutl G.L.B r_-** ---L---r-Slabr$-askqdcul- G'L'B 

-r--r 
-*-.-

GlausguE:1y13gedGull. G,B.L _c____c -9*-J**
Glaucous Gull G,BuuY
A-leutian Tern. B,L uuu
Casnian Tern

Arctic Tern. B,L,EG c c u

COMMON NAME

AIcids

Habitat SpS FW

_Q_o_m:ppn lVIUffe._ __ _ G,B__e__c_ _t __!L__

Thick-billed Murre. Guuuu
PiqgqnGuillemot. G u u u u
Marbled Murrelet. G,M,L,Fuuuu
_KilLlrtab_I4urrele!: G,B,M L_ u .u___L_
Ancient Murrelet.? G,L rr
Cassin's Auklet

Pigeons & Guckoos
Rock Piqeon L dddd
_C_qpmon Crlckoo L *_*a __*_
Owls
_Q1plHorned Owl:__ EL u u _U__U-
Snour,, Owl rtrr
Northern Hawk Owl. tr:ru
Short-earedowl. L,B.G u u u_
Eoreatowt. e u u u r
Np:t-hersSaw-w-be!,QrryL---*tsL,r---r--r ---{,
Hummingbirds, Kingfishers,
Woodpeckers
Rufous Humminsbird aa
BeltedKingfisher. EL u u u_ r

Hairy Woodpecker L __ a
American Three-toed
Woodpecker.
Nqftnern eUcter. ElU.

Flycatchers
O]ive-sidedFlycatcher F a _
Western Wood-Pewee
A-lder Flvcatcher. EL u
Sav's Phoebe EL r: r

ruur

Shrikes
Northern Shrike. EL uuuu

Jaegers
Pomarine Jaeser B,G,L Crows, Jays, Magpies

Grav Jav. F uuuu
Black-billedMasnie. EL c c c e

NorthwesternCrow. G r r r r
CommonRaven. all c c c c

Larks
Skv Lark M

rrr

Horned Lark. M,G,L u u r

ParakeetAuklet 
-H*+**l#*--t*e

T,



Habitat SpS FW

ELcc
Y-iqle!:gr-ee-u,S-v-a-llsv-: --- - *EL-,--u__ u
Northern Rough-winged G r
Swallow
Bank Swallow. EL cc
Cliff Swallow' rr

COMMON NAME

Swallows
Tree Swallow.

Barn Swallow. nL rr
Ghickadees and Nuthatches
Black-cappedChickadee. EL,M c c c c

Boreal Chickadee. F uuuu
Red-breastedN-u-thajsh: -E'- --__ * r,*----{*-*L--
Creepers, Wrens, Dippers
ErqylCleep-ey: __E--- _t_--_L__-{-,
W!n!elWs-ep,? CLE.L_ - ----{-----Ampriparr Dipp-e{:_ _ .- l{-El_-- -u u u--=r--
Kinglets

Gqlden c,rolyne_d Kinglet E -_-_ U- --r ,f -----
Fuby-_pr-oyne-dKingJe_t-. _-_E_ __ u -.9- -{_--_-
0ld World Warblers,
and Thrushes
Arctic Warbler. ? rr
Tpwnssndlp-$plitair"e* L- ---&----
Gray-cJ.r9--e_[9,fl_T]ruch: -E^L------c-_- c u --
Swarr,rs-o_nlsThruch_: _ _-_ _ - F ____ c --c u___-_
HermilThrush,: -_-LL--,- ,-q--_L_q----
funsri-can-Bpliu: - -_Bl"------s----.c--q---**-Va-ried_Thruph:- - -E-- ---u---11 ! ----_,
Starlings
pu19p-q4!S-!arling__ F 

--= -- L--
Wagtails, Pipits
and Waxwings

East-ernYellqlvWag!_aiJl - _--B_-',----u*- u r- ----
Stiite Wastail F
Oliye_-b-aske-d Prp_i,t _ "L-_---_ -_ -a-------
Amp-ric,ap Pipr,!: --- - -L-J4-q- --u- -.,-c --c---
Bphemi_ar-r Wanu,"ng: -- I----, - ,r- -J-- -!- -- -
Wood Warblers
Ten499p-ee-W-arhil9y --L_ _ -----*a-*---
Orange--c-ro:yncd ]ryallle"r.: --LJ ---- u -,-s---r
YellowWarbler. L.Frcr
Yellow-rumpedWarbler F ucr
Townsend's Warbler L a
Blackpoll Warbler. F uct
Northern Waterthrush. rur

EL

Wilson's Warbler. L,F ucr

COMMON NAME

Sparrows

Habitat SpS FW

Aucrisankee-S!-arrqw: -L,-E -" 9 9- 9
Chinpins SDarrow L
$avannahSparrow.__-_--- _ _*[1,BM*_*U_ __c*_ U- . -_FoxS-pauqu:-- -------LJ- --- s,"-e-"" "-. s .-". "...".Spu_Sparrsw:_ __G_ _ ___.. r ___u .._..u_--..-r _.

in_cplrLSSparrgu. __*,_**__ F ___._."r._.... u r _ ___

Dark-eved Junco.

Longspurs and Buntings
Lapland Longspur. L.M
Snow Bunting. M,L,F CCUU
McKav's Buntins
Blackbirds
Rustv Blackbird.

Ersral,lrcg-ded Qowtird- "L- ? - -Bramblins L a

Finches
Gray-crownedRosy-FtUCIS:_ M u c __q*,*_{._
Pine Grosbeak. ELuuuu

Species names and taxonomic order follow the Seaentlt
American Ornithologist's Union, 1998. Cltecklist of Not"th
American Birds, 2009.50th Supplement (2009).
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