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LAND OF GIANT TREES

ATURE’S forest masterpiece is John Muir’s designation of the
\ giant tree after which is named the Sequoia National Park in
middle eastern California. Here, within an area of two hundred
and thirty-seven square miles, are found several large groves of
the celebrated Sequoia gigantea, popularly known as the Big Tree of California.

More than a million of these trees grow within the park’s narrow confines,
many of them mere babes of a few hundred years, many sturdy youths of a
thousand years, many in the young vigor of two or three thousand years, and
a few in full maturity. The principal entrance is Visalia, California.

Half a dozen miles away is the General Grant National Park, whose four
square miles were set apart because they contained the General Grant Tree,
second only in size and age to the patriarch of all, the General Sherman Tree.

On Sequoia’s favored slopes grow other monsters, also. It 1s the park of
big trees of many kinds; and it is the park of birds.

The Sequoia National Park is the gateway to one of the grandest scenic
areas in this or any other land. Over its borders to the north and east lies a
land of sublime nobility whose wild rivers and tortuous canyons, whose glacier-
carved precipices and vast snowy summits culminating in the supreme alti-
tude of Whitney, will make it some day surpassed in celebrity by none.




THE BIGGEST THING ALIVE

Photograph by Lindley Eddy
Tue GeNeraL SHERMAN TREE
The largest and oldest living thing in all the world
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thousand exceed ten feet in di-

F the 1,156,000 se-
quoias, young and

N

old, which form

these groves, twelve

ameter. Muir states that a
diameter of twenty feet and a
height of two hundred and
seventy-ive is perhaps the
average for mature and favor-
ably situated trees, while trees
twenty-five feet in diameter and
approaching three hundred in
height are not rare.

But the greatest trees have
astonishing dimensions:

General Sherman: diameter,
36.5 feet; height, 279.9 feet.

General Grant: diameter, 35
feet; height, 264 feet.

Abraham Lincoln: diameter,
31 feet; height, 270 feet.

California: diameter, 30 feet;
height, 260 feet.

George Washington: diam-
eter, 29 feet; height, 255 feet.

A little effort will help you
realize these dimensions. Meas-
ure and stake in front of a
church the diameter of the Gen-
eral Sherman Tree. Then stand
back a distance equal to the
tree’s height. Raise your eyes
slowly and imagine this huge
trunk rising in front of the
church. When you reach a point
in the sky forty-five degrees up
from the spot on which you
stand you will have the tree’s
height were it growing in front
of your church.

FHE OLDEST T HENG: ATV

was probably a sapling. Its

ME\: living thing. At the
z:‘&{z birth of Moses it

exact age cannot be determined
without counting the rings, but
it is probably in excess of thirty-
five hundred years. This looks
back long before the beginning
of human history. When Christ
was born it was a lusty youth
of fifteen hundred summers.

There are many thousands
of trees in the Sequoia National
Park which were growing thrift-
ily when Christ was born; hun-
dreds which were flourishing
while Babylon was in its prime;
several which antedated the pyr-
amids on the Egyptian desert.

John Muir counted four
thousand rings on one prostrate
giant. This tree probably
sprouted while the Tower of
Babel was still standing.

The sequoia 1s regular and
symmetrical in general form.
Its powerful, stately trunk is
purplish to cinnamon brown
and rises without a branch a
hundred or a hundred and fifty
feet—which is as high or higher
than the tops of most forest
trees. Its bulky limbs shoot
boldly out on every side. Its
foliage, the most feathery and
delicate of all the conifers, is
densely massed.

The wood 1is almost inde-
structible except by fire.

Photograph by W. L. Huber
Tre GeENERAL GRANT TREE

Second in size and age only to the General Sherman Tree
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“Deepr 1N THE Woopy WILDERNESs”

OTHER PEOPLE’S SEQUOIAS

T was to preserve these trees from destruction that Congress cre-
ated the national park in 1890; and yet, with the one exception
of the General Sherman Tree, the greatest trees and all the finest

ATz groups of greater trees in the Giant Forest, the grove of largest
trees, are not the property of the nation but of individuals. The park was
created out of public lands without provision for acquiring the private hold-
ings that happened to lie within its boundaries.

What the park’s creation, therefore, has done for most of the oldest and
largest sequoias is merely to make 1t unprofitable to cut and market them.

But owners cannot be expected to forego profit when, with the park’s in-
evitably increasing popularity, these holdings acquire earning ability. Once
visitors begin to throng the park, no law can prevent the fencing of these Big
Tree clumps for the charging of admissions; nor can the public welfare control
the kind and appearance of the hostelries which some day surely will be built be-
neath some of our greatest sequoias, nor even stop the raising of spiral stairways
round their great trunks to lookouts and lunch platforms among their branches.

The time has come for public-spirited citizens to combine subscriptions to
save them, under the provision of the Sundry Civil Act of March 3, 1915 (38
U. S. Stat. 863), which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior “to accept
patented land or other right of way whether over patented or other land in
the Sequoia National Park that may be donated for park purposes.”
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Photograph by Lindley Eddy
Vistas oF THE GIANT FOREST
Many of these trees were growing thriftily when Christ was born
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SunseT FrRoM THE Rim oF MarBLE Fork Canvon

Photograph by H. C. Tibbiits

Arta MEapows NEAR THE GIANT FOREsST

Tue Sierra CLuB IN Camp



Photograph by H. C. Tibbitts

MiopLE Fork orF THE Kings River

Photograph by IH. C. Tibbitts Photograph by H. C. Tibbitts
Kawear Praks Near THE CanvoN oF THE KERN UN1vERSITY PEAK FrRoM KEARSARGE PAss



Plotograph by Lindley Eddy

THE FALLEN GIANT

This trunk measures 288 feet. Sequoia wood is almost indestructible by fire. This tree may have been prostrate for many centuries




AN AGED JUNIPER

Sequoia is the park of big trees of many kinds; and it is the park of birds

including the extraordinary scenic country lying beyond its bound-

Qiﬁi%‘ cannot think or speak of the Sequoia National Park without

{ aries to the north and east. Not that there 1s much in common
N
SOXEW Y between the two, for the park marks the supremacy of forest lux-

uriance and the outlying country the supremacy of rock-sculptured canyon
and snowy summit.

And yet there is the common note of supremacy, each of its own kind.

And there is the common note of continuity, for, from the lowest valley
of the wooded park to the peak of our loftiest height, Mount Whitney, na-
ture’s painting runs the gamut. The parts are indivisible; to separate them
1s to cut in two the canvas of the Master.

And so it 1s that those who know this land of exuberant climax have come
to call it “The Greater Sequoia”™ in order to express not the part limited by
the park’s official title but the whole as God made it.

There 1s a bill now before Congress to enlarge the park boundaries so that
they shall inclose it all.

Photograph by H. C. Tibbitts

Trae GoLpeEN Troutr CREEK

The trout caught in this stream are brilliantly golden. They are found nowhere else in the world except
where transplanted from this stream
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. . e ] Tenrerre DoME, 3000 FEeET SHEER ABovE THE Kings RIVER
SceNE oN Rock Creek, ONE oF THE FiNEsT TRouT STREAMS IN AMERICA



KINGS AND KERN CANYONS

ELL outside the park’s boundaries and overlooking it from the
east, the amazing, craggy Sierra gives birth in glacial chambers
to two noble rivers. A hundred thousand rivulets trickle from

S the everlasting snows; ten thousand resultant brooks roar down
the rocky slopes; hundreds of resultant streams swell their turbulent, trout-
haunted currents.

One of these rivers, the Kings, flows west, paralleling the northern boundary
of the park. The other, the Kern, flows south, paralleling its eastern boundary.

The Kings River Canyon and the Canyon of the Kern are practically
matchless for the wild quality of their beauty and the majesty of their setting.
The traveler goes home to plan his return, for this is a country whose peculiar
charm lays an enduring clutch upon desire. “The Greater Sequoia’ has few
visitors yet—but they are worshippers.

Unlike many areas of extreme rocky character, this is not specially difficult
to travel; it curiously adapts itself to trails. It is an ideal land for the camper.

But one must go well equipped. There must be good guides, good horses,
and plenty of warm clothing. The difference here between a good and an in-
different equipment is the difference between satisfaction and misery.
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Photograph by C. H. Hamilton

ArMy Pass 1N Jury; ox THE CrEsT oF THE SiERrA ApourT TN MiLes SouTH oF
Mount WHITNEY

Photograph by H. C. Tibbitts

Here tHE Sterra Has Massep Her Mountains; TumsLEp TuEmM WILFULLY,
ReckressLy, InTo ONE Trranic, SprawLING Heap
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Pho;ograph by H. C. Tgbi;:

SummiT oF TABLE MOUNTAIN

SIERRA’S CREST and OUR LOFTIEST MOUNTAIN

HRNHE Sierra reaches its mightiest climax a few miles

4 BAWY east of the present Sequoia National Park in
S [ Mount Whitney, the high in in th
S s : v, the highest mountain in the
s)ﬁ,é;i@tz United States. No towering, isolated summit is
Whitney, like Mount Rainier and Longs Peak, but liter-
ally a climax; for here the Sierra has massed her mountains,
tumbled them wilfully, recklessly, into one sprawling, titanic
heap, as though this were the dumping-ground for all left
over after the making of America.

The effect is imposing, breathless, overwhelming.

Out of this mass emerges one higher than the rest. That
1s Mount Whitney.
The journey to Whitney summit is a progress of in-
spiration and climax.

Its altitude 1s 14,501 feet.

From Visalia automobiles carry you
under the very shadows of the Big Trees. From there it is
a matter of horseback and pack-train. Over the park bound-
aries into the magic of the mountains; up the headwaters of
the Kaweah; across the splendors of the Great Western
Divide; into and over the Kern; then up, up, up, thread-
ing passes, skirting precipices, edging glaciers, to the top.

Photograph by Mark Daniels

No Towering, IsoLaTEp SummiT Is Mount WHITNEY, LikE MounT RaINiER AND LonGs PEak, BuT LITERALLY A CLIMAX.

Out oF THE Mass

EMerGEs ONE Hicaer Tuan THE REest; THAT Is ALL



THE NATIONAL PARKS AT A GLANCE

Arranged chronologically in the order of their creation

[Number, 14; Total Area, 7,290 Square Miles]

Tre Summit oF Mount WhiTNEY, NEaRLY THREE MiLes HicH

Photograph by Emerson Hough
SumMIT oF MouNtT WHITNEY. THE STONE SHELTER oN MoUNT WHITNEY'S SumMmIT
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‘ 46 hot springs possessing curative properties—Many hotels
and boarding-houses in adjacent city of Hot Springs—
bath-houses under public control.

|

More geysets than in all rest of world together—Boiling
‘ springs—Mud volcanoes—Petrified forests—Grand Canyon
‘ of the Yellowstone, remarkable for gorgeous coloring—
Large lakes—Many large streams and waterfalls—Vast
wilderness inhabited by deer, elk, bison, moose, antelope,
bear, mountain sheep, beaver, etc., constituting greatest
wild bird and animal preserve in world—Altitude 6,000 to
11,000 feet—Iixceptional trout fishing.

Valley of world-famed beauty—Lofty cliffs—Romantic vistas
—Many waterfalls of extraordinary height—3 groves of
big trees—High Sierra—Large arecas of snowy peaks—
Waterwheel falls—Good trout fishing.

The Big Tree National Park—12,000 sequoia trees over 10 feet
in diameter, some 25 to 36 feet in diameter—Towering
| mountain ranges—Startling precipices—I"ine trout fishing.

Created to preserve the celebrated General Grant Tree, 35
feet in diameter—six miles from Sequoia National Park and
under same management.

Largest accessible single-peak glacier system—28 glaciers,
some of large size—Forty-eight square miles of glacier,
fifty to five hundred feet thick—Remarkable sub-alpine

’ wild-flower fields.

Lake of extraordinary blue in crater of extinct volcano, no
inlet, no outlet—Sides 1,000 feet high—Interesting lava for-
mations—I ine trout fishing.

Most notable and best-preserved prehistoric cliff dwellings in
United States, if not in the world.

Sulphur and other springs possessing curative properties—
Under Government regulations.

Rugged mountain region of unsurpassed Alpine character—
) 250 glacier-fed lakes of romantic beauty—60 small glaciers

—Peaks of unusual shape—Precipices thousands of feet
deep—Almost sensational scenery of marked individuality
—Fine trout fishing.

Heart of the Rockies—Snowy range, peaks 11,000 to 14,250
| feet altitude—Remarkable records of glacial period.

National Parks of less popular interest are:

Sully’s Hill, 1904, North Dakota
Wind Cave, 1903, South Dakota
Casa Grande Ruin, 1892, Arizona

................................... Wooded hilly tract on Devil’s Lake.
................................... Large natural cavern.

.................................. Prehistoric Indian ruin.



HOW TO REACH THE NATIONAL PARKS
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NATIONAL PARKS

PRINCIPAL RAILROAD CONNECTIONS

=\
Galveston

The map shows the location of all of our National Parks and their principal railroad connections.
The traveler may work out his routes to suit himself. Low round-trip excursion fares to the
American Rocky Mountain region and Pacific Coast may be availed of in visiting the National
Parks during their respective seasons, thus materially reducing the cost of the trip. Trans-
continental through trains and branch lines make the Parks easy of access from all parts of the
United States. For schedules and excursion fares to and between the National Parks write to the
Passenger Departments of the railroads which appear on the above map, as follows:

Arizona EasTerny RaiLroap = - I Tucson, Ariz.

Arcuison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rarnway - = = = = = -1r119Railway Exchange, Chicago, Ill.
Cuicaco & NortH WESTERN RamLway - - - - - - - 226 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill.
Cuicaco, BurringToN & Quincy Rairroap Co. - - - - 547 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, Ill.
Cuicaco, MiLwaukee & St. PavL Raitway - - - - - - - Railway Exchange, Chicago, Ill.
CoLORADO AND SOUTHERN RAILWAY - - - - - - - Railway Exchange Building, Denver, Colo.

Denver & Rio Granoe Rairroap Co. - = = - - - e Equitable Building, Denver, Colo.
GrEAT NorRTHERN RamLway - - - - - Railroad Building, Fourth and Jackson Streets, St. Paul, Minn.
Gurr, CoLorapo & Santa FE RaiLway G . o B om0 - Galveston, Texas.
ILLinors CENTRAL RAILroAD = e wl e m e e = = W= Central Station, Chicago, il
Missourtr Paciric Raitway - - - - Railway Exchange Building, St. Louis, Mo.

NorTHERN PaciFic RarLway R - - Railroad Building, Fifth and Jackson Streets, St. Paul, Minn.
SaN Pepro, Los ANGELEs & SaLT LAke RaiLroap - - - Pacific Electric Building, Los Angeles, Calif.
SoutHeErN Paciric Company - = e e e e e - - Flood Building, San Francisco, Calif.
Union PaciFic SysTeEm - =~ -« = - - Garland Building, 58 East Washington Street, Chicago, Il
Wasasg Rannway - - - - - - - - . . - Railway Exchange%uilding, St. Louis, Mo.

WesTERN PaciFic Rainway - - - - - - - - - - Mills Building, San Francisco, Calif.

For information about sojourning and traveling within the National Parks write to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for the Information circular of the Park or Parks in which you are interested.
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REMEMBER THAT

SEQUOIA BELONGS TO YOl

IT IS ONE OF THE GREAT NATIONAL PLAYGROUNDS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
FOR WHOM IT IS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

PRESS OF CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, NEW YORK



