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History is a powerful tool for the future. American 
Indian tribes understand the value of passing knowledge 
through an oral tradition and the responsibility of being 
present and respectful when receiving the honor of 
that knowledge. I am thankful that we are able to 
support the inclusion of tribes in the sesquicentennial 
commemoration of the Civil War and the documentation 
of tribal history through this publication.

Many people come to the United States to visit and 
learn about the history of this land and the people who 
first inhabited it. American Indians are often referenced 
in a historical context without relevance to the present 
or as part of the overall thread of the American story. 
It is important to note that the “American story” was 
not written by indigenous peoples and therefore the 
dominant perspective and content have not represented 
their voices. We learned through tribal participation in 
the Lewis and Clark Expedition Bicentennial that there 
was a whole new point of view about the Lewis and Clark 
story that could only be delivered by the tribes.

This publication is adding tribal voices to another 
chapter of American history, documenting oral tradition 
for generations to come while validating generations 
past. Through this effort we are able to understand the 
context and significance of tribal history to the story of 
America and to provide our children with a better 
understanding of the influences that have shaped our 
present. Although it is impossible to document every 
American Indian story of the Civil War in one small 
volume, I do hope this book is a catalyst to encourage 
people to embrace the  inclusion of authentic 
American Indian interpretation into the context 
of this country’s past, present, and future.

Edward H. Hall III, Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Arikara-Hidatsa
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This publication is adding 
tribal voices to another chapter of 
American history. It documents oral 
tradition for generations to come 
while validating generations past.
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Even as American Indian soldiers 
were fighting and dying for the 

army in the East, the US government 
was recruiting white soldiers to 

“subdue” Indians in the West.



On the morning of July 17, 1863, Union Maj. Gen. 
James G. Blunt led his forces in an attack against the 
Confederate Army led by Gen. Douglas H. Cooper 
near Honey Springs, Indian Territory 
(present-day Oklahoma). 

The battle began with an artillery barrage, then Blunt 
ordered a full-scale attack.  Eventually, Blunt was able 
to outflank and turn the Confederate left, and Cooper 
ordered a full retreat. The Union had won a clear 
victory, essentially stopping any further Confederate 
offensive actions in Indian Territory and setting the 
stage for the eventual recapture of Fort Smith, a major 
post then in the hands of the Confederates in Arkansas.

The Battle of Honey Springs was unique, but not 
because it was a major decisive battle. It was important, 
but not decisive. Nor was the engagement significant 
for the loss of life—79 Union soldiers and 181 (probably 
more) Confederates. Honey Springs was unique as the 
largest and perhaps only Civil War battle in which white 
soldiers on both sides were in the minority. 

American Indians fought on both sides of the 
Battle of Honey Springs. Cherokees fought Cherokees; 
Creeks lined up against Creeks. Cherokees and Creeks 
made up the majority of American Indian soldiers on 
the Confederate side; Choctaws and Chickasaws 
fought beside them. The Cherokees and Creeks who 
fought on the Union side were joined by companies 
from the Seminole, Shawnee, Delaware, Keechi, Caddo, 
Kickapoo, and Osage tribes, as well as by soldiers from 
other tribes. In addition, African American soldiers 
from the 1st  Kansas Colored Infantry fought on 
the Union side.

Indian Territory was home to the Cherokee, Creek, 
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Seminole, and smaller nations at 
the outbreak of the Civil War. For most, the decision to 
side with the Confederacy was easy. 

Preface

This book is 
an introduction to 
the accounts of 
American Indians 
and the Civil War.
There are many 
other stories 
and perspectives, 
as well. 

COURTESY, HISTORY COLORADO 10025731                
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The Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles were still angry 
with the forced removal from their ancestral homes by 
the federal government some 30 years earlier. Some of 
the more prosperous Indians owned African American 
slaves and, like many Southerners, wanted to protect 
their economic and social system. Layered on top 
of these issues, however, were long-standing 
conflicts within the tribes themselves that complicated, 
and in some cases fractured alliances and that  
influenced decisions to align with one side or the other.

The Cherokee, Choctaw, 
Creeks and other nations in 
Indian Territory were not 
the only American Indians 
who fought in the Civil 
War. Some, like the 
Delawares in Kansas, 
joined the Union forces 
hoping that their service 
would secure a permanent 
home, perhaps in Indian 
Territory. The Pamunkeys 
from Virginia and the 
Lumbees from North 
Carolina joined the 

Union cause in part due to their long-standing dislike 
for the Southern planter aristocracy. On the other 
hand, the Catawbas, and the Cherokees and Choctaws 
who had remained in the Southeast joined forces with 
the Confederacy in hopes that the new government 
would validate their tenuous land claims. In western 
New York, the Tonawanda Band of Seneca looked to 
Washington to help them hold their land and 
continue to reacquire land that had been purchased 
earlier by speculators. Ely Parker, a Tonawanda 
sachem (paramount chief), rose in rank to brevetted 
(temporary appointment) brigadier general, served on 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s staff, and drafted the surrender 
documents signed by Gen. Robert E. Lee at 
Appomattox Court House. On both sides, some 
Indians fought to earn money or for the adventure of 
battle. In all, over 20,000 American Indians fought 
in the Civil War. 

For the most part, American Indians in the Far West 
neither participated in the Civil War nor cared about 

Cherokee Civil 
War veterans influenced decisions to align w

T
C
I
t
w
W
D
j
h
w
h
T
f
L
C

U i i t d t th

MUSEUM OF THE CHEROKEE INDIAN

6



the war raging in the East. On the eve of the Civil 
War, most of the 16,000 regular soldiers of the US Army
were stationed west of the Mississippi River.
Their major duties consisted of protecting white settlers, 
emigrants on western trails, the mail, and the recently
completed telegraph lines from Indian attacks. 
They also had the duty of guarding peaceful Indian 
populations against white incursions and attacks. 
Many future Union and Confederate senior officers
served in western military posts before the Civil War. 
With the outbreak of the war, most officers and 
enlisted men were either transferred east to fight for 
the Union or resigned to fight for the Confederacy.

This withdrawal of Union troops from the West 
left a protective vacuum throughout this vast area. 
It would take time to fill the void with local and 
imimimpopoportrtrtededed mmmillitia, most of whom were not 
wew ll-t-trainineddd and for whom the role of prp otectingg 
whwhwhitittesesese fffarara ooouutu weighed any notion of protecting 
Innndiddd ans..s. DDDDurururinining the previous decades, white migration 
anand ses ttttt lelememementntntts throughout the West had dramatically 
alalteterered d anand d rererer duddd ced food sources and had forced many 
Ammericcanan IIndnddiaiannnsnn  to settle on reservations, where they 
reeceivveded mmeaeagegeeger r r r supplies of food and clothing. 
The rer sosoururces  rerereeeququqqq irrede tto suupppporort thhe UnUnioonn wawar
effefforort t plusuuuu  thehe ccccoorrrrruption of Inddian agents andd ssuppplp iersrs 
fufurtrtheherr reeduced d aaaalaa ready scarce supplies, so many tribes
wewerere ssoooon nn dedespsperataaaaaa e for food and shelter. When gold 
waw s s s didiscscovovererededd iiin n ppppprppp esent-day Montana and ellellsesesesesesewhere 
inn thehe WWesest,t, tthehe rrusushhhhhhhh of miners to these strikessessss, ,, ofoooften 
ththhroooougugh h anand d inintotot AAmmmmemmmm rican Indian landsd ,,,, fufuuuuuurtrtrtrtrttrthehehheheher r r rrrr
exexe accacererbabbatet dd ththhhhee tetensnsiiioioioioi nsnsnsns bbbbetetete weweweweenenenen wwwwwwhihihihitetetetess s ss anananana d ddd d d InInInndiddidiid ananananaa s.s.s.s

AmAmAmerericann IInndiaansnsns ppararrrrrrtittticiccipateeed d dd inininin tttthehehehe CCCCivivivivvvililil WWWWWWWarararar fffororor aaa 
nunnumbmbmmberrr ooof f reeasa ononns.s. SSomomomomeee hopeppepepedd dd ththththt attatatat ttttheheheheh iriiriirir llllivvvivivivvveseesesee aaaaaandndndd 
fufuf tututurere ppprorospspececctssts wwououuuuldldldld bbbbe bebebebettttttt er,, sososososomemememememee tttttthhhahahahat t t t ththththththht eieieieeie rrr r lalalalandndndnds s ss
wowoululddd bebe ppprorotetectctededd,, aananananaaand dd dddd d sososososs memememe thahahaat ttt thhtheyeyyeyyey wwouououuuuldlldddl ggggggetettt bbbbetetettteteteteer r r 
trtreaeaeatmtmmenent t afafteter rr ththhe e wawaaarr r rrrr frfrfrfrrrfrff omomomomomomomomomom eeeeitititithehheheherrrr ththththe ee CoCoCoCoCCCCC nfnfnfnfededededererererereeratattatteeeee ororor 
ththt ee UnUnititeded SStatatetes s gogoveveeeeernrnnrnmemememememeemm ntntntntntntntntnnts.s.s.s FFFFororororor mmmmosososost,t, tthhehehehheiriririr hhhhhopopopeseses 
anand d drdreaamsms wwerere e dadashshedededdde . . ThThThThThThThhTThTThe e e eee ee e AmAmAmAAmAAAA erererericicicicananana IIndnddddddiaiaiaiaiaiaan nn nnn pepppepp opopopplelelel  
inn IIndnddiaiaannn TeTeT rrrrititi ororo y y eveventututuualalallylyyyyyy llllllllosososost t ttt lalalalaaaanndndn aandnd aaautututttononononononomomomy y y 
wiwiw ththh tthehe eststabablililishshs memm ntn  of tht e e OkOOkOkOkOkOkOkOkOkO lalalalalalaaaahohohohohohohohomamamamamamamamamaa TTTTTTTererrrriririir tototoototot rryryrryryyy aaandndndndn  
lalateter ththhe e StSS atatte ee ofofoffff OOOOOOOklklahomo a. FFuruurththererereerererer wwwwwwwwwwwesesesesssssse t,t,t,t,t,t,t,t,tt, iiiiiiinnn nn nn ththththeeeeeeee
popopoooooststst-C-C-C-- ivivivilil WWWarararr ““InInIndidiianaa WWWararr”” ererera,aa, AAAmememmmmm riricacacaaaaaan nnnnnn InInInInInInInInIIndidididddididid anana ss
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Canyon de Chelly,
Arizona



Desppite over 500 years 
of atrroco ities against them 
starting with the arrival of 
CoColumbus, American Indians 
continue to thrive. Here,
they celebrate their history 
and culture at a powwow
in Denver, Colorado.
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Little Big Horn and although they showed remarkable 
military skill in many other conflicts, ultimately they 
were relegated to reservations that were only fractions 
of their earlier lands.

After the Civil War, after the Indian Wars of the late 
1800s, and after the United States government 
implemented policies of assimilation with the concerted 
effort to make Indians into “Christian farmers,” 
American Indian cultures might have seemed doomed. 
The very survival of American Indians seemed in 
jeopardy. The population had declined rapidly from 
about 600,000 in 1800 to about 250,000 in 1890 due to 
European diseases, warfare, massacres, forced marches 
to new locations, hunger, and starvation. Both 
predictions would have been wrong.

American Indians have not only survived, but their 
numbers have also increased dramatically since 1890. 
The 2010 census reported that 2.9 million individuals 
identified themselves as either American Indian or 
Native Alaskan, and another 2.3 million called themselves 
American Indian or Alaska Native in combination with 
one or more other races.  American Indian cultures and 
many languages have survived as well.

The year 1992 could have been a year for major 
celebration in the United States—at least for whites. 
That year marked the 500th anniversary of Columbus’s 
“discovery” of the New World. There were exhibitions, 
books, and films, but celebrations were low-key, nothing 
like 100 years earlier at the Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago. Instead, on Columbus Day 1992, descendants 
of the original inhabitants of the western hemisphere 
demonstrated against the atrocities committed by a 
succession of conquerors and governments since 1492. 
The message heard from many places then, is still 
heard today, “We are still here!”  

In past National 
Park Service 
publications 620,000 
has been cited as the 
death count of troops 
from the Civil War, a 
number long accepted 
by historians. Recent 
scholarly studies, 
however, suggest that 
at least 750,000 and 
possibly more died as 
a direct result of the 
Civil War. Some of 
the scholars who 
contributed essays to 
this handbook cite 
the higher estimate, 
based upon the new 
research findings.  

Robert K. Sutton, National Park Service
John A. Latschar, National Park Service
Editors
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American Indians and the Civil War
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The American Civil War was one of the most 
momentous eras in American history. The war 
and its aftermath ended bondage and ushered in 
President Abraham Lincoln’s “new birth of 
freedom” for four million enslaved people. Perhaps 
as many as 750,000 soldiers did not return home. 
A little known but crucial part of the story was that 
more than 20,000 American Indians fought on 
both sides of the conflict. Many thought their 
participation would guarantee their survival, 
protect their lands, and enhance their autonomy. 
Instead, for them the post-war period was tragic. 
A reunited nation turned its vision towards 
westward expansion, overrunning Indian lands 
and decimating their populations.

From 1861 to 1865, American Indians found 
themselves swept up into a war not of their own 
choosing. At a time when the United States Army 
was fighting the Apache, Cheyenne, Navajo, and 
Sioux in the West, over 20,000 American Indians 
served in the Civil War. They contributed to the 
Union and Confederacy on both land and sea, as 
“grunts” in the trenches and even as commissioned 
and noncommissioned officers. An unknown 
number perished in battle, from disease, or in prison 
camps, including a number of Union Indians at 
Andersonville and several Confederate Choctaws 
incarcerated in New York. 

American Indians from Maine to Minnesota 
joined the Union Army or Navy. Most outside of 
Indian Territory, now the State of Oklahoma, were 
assigned to integrated companies—the exception 
being the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters—or were 
seamen aboard naval blockading vessels. Some also 
served in the United States Colored Troops. Diaries 
and letters indicate that Indian and non-Indian troops 
bonded, but most native recruits enlisted and stuck 
together for the duration of their service. For example, 
seven of 25 Iroquois Indians in the 132nd New York 
Volunteer Infantry enlisted on the same day, 
May 4, 1862, and 25 Odawas/Ottawas signed up at 
Pentwater, Michigan, for service in Company K of the 
1st Michigan Sharpshooters on July 4, 1863. 

More than 20,000 
American Indians fought 
in the Civil War, some for 
the Union and some for 
the Confederacy. Though 
some opposed slavery 
and others held slaves, 
this was not their 
driving issue. Most 
were fighting to remain 
independent on their 
own lands.    
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An unidentified 
Federal cavalryman  
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American Indians from South Carolina to Indian Territory 
enlisted in the Confederate ranks. Almost all served in 
their own separate companies, with the exception of the 
Catawbas. Confederate-allied Indians were largely
recruited from North Carolina, from Mississippi, and from 
Indian Territory. The greatest concentration of American 
Indian troops fought in and around Indian Territory. 
There, American Indians allied to both the Union and 
Confederacy fought each other, especially at major battles 
at Chusto-Talasah, Pea Ridge, Honey Springs, and at two
battles at Cabin Creek. 

What explains the significant presence of so many American 
Indians in this brutal conflict, particularly at a time when 
mostly Union-aligned soldiers were undertaking campaigns 
of “pacification” against the Indians in the Great Lakes,
Plains, and Southwest? Clearly, not all American Indians 
participated in the Civil War. While the Confederate 
constitutional convention was meeting in February 1861 at 
Montgomery, Alabama, the US Army was attempting to 
capture Cochise, the Chiricahua Apache leader. Then, less 
than two weeks beforree thhhee e SeSeSecocondnd BBatattltle of Bull Run in 
August 1862, the DDDakakakotototaaa WaWaW r bebegagag n n inini MMininnenesoota.
OnOnO JJanuary 29,9,9, 111868686863,3,3,3, lllleeesess s thhthananan a mono thhh aaftfterer PPPreresisided nt 
LiLincncoooln fof rmmmmmmalalalalallylylylyly iiiiisssssssss ueueueued d hihih sss s EmEmEmEmEmananancicic pappapatititiononon PPProroroclclc amamamation, 
CoCoC l.. PPPPatatatriririckckckkkk CCCCCCononononononnonononoorrrr r leleleleleledddd CaCaCaCaCaCaalilililil fofofofornrnniaiaiaiaia VVVVVolololunununteteteerererss s ninin tthe 
mamamaasssss acacreee oooooooff ffff sososososososomememememememe 444440000000000000 NNNNNororororororththththt weweewewestststtststeeererere n n n ShShShososhohohh nenene cccamamampipipingngng 

Only two weeks 
after the war with 
the Dakotas began 
in Minnesota,
Catawba soldiers 
were fighting in
the Second Battle 
of Bull Run 
(Manassas) in 
Virginia.
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along the Bear River in present-day Idaho. In the 
summer of 1864, when the Army of the Potomac was in 
the trenches at Petersburg, Christopher “Kit” Carson 
and his mostly volunteer soldiers were removing 
thousands of Navajos and Mescalero Apaches from their
homelands, forcing them on their “Long Walk.” Finally, 
two weeks after Lincoln’s reelection in November 1864, 
Col. John Chivington and the troops of the 1st and 
3rd Colorado attacked a peaceful camp of Arapaho 
and Cheyenne Indians along Sand Creek, killing 
about 200 men, women, and children and 
mutilating their bodies. 

To be sure, by 1861 some Indian communities had been 
integrated into the region that surrounded them, becoming 
dependent on the non-Indian world for economic and 
political survival. Frequently the reasons for volunteering 
were simply the result of persuasive and well-respected 
community leaders who were committed to joining the 
war effort—North or South. Although slavery was not 
the major reason for most 
Confederate enlistments, 
some American Indians were 
slaveholders and/or were 
historically and economically
tiied to the “peculiar institution”
as sslalavery was called; some of 
ththosee whw o joined the Union 
leeleananneded ttooward abolitionism, 
obobjejectctteded ttoo their poor treatmen
asaa “““frfreeeee ppperersons of color,” or 
seervr ededd witiithh blacks in the 
UnUnited SSStatatatetet ss CoC lored Troops.
SooSommee iiindndndivivivididuaual Indian soldiers
liliikkekekeke tttheheh irrr wwhhihitete counterparts, 
wweweeew re iiinnsnspipip reredd d byb  wanderlust and adventure. Like many 
otototo heheheeh rrrr r rerecrc uiuitstss, , AmAmerican Indians were especially attracted 
bybybybybyby fififinanannanaancncnnn iial l ininndduducec ments to enlist. Some clearly served as
“s“s“sssubububububststststitttutututesee ”” ananand d numerous others chose sides especially 
ininninin tttthehehehehe llllasasast t t twtwwo o yeyeearars of the war when cash bounties to 
enenenennlilililistststtttst wwwwwwererre e e mmomoreree tthah n 30-40 times greater than in 1861!

Some American 
Indians enlisted 
individually into 
integrated units 
while others joined 
as groups, forming 
their own companies. 
Still others joined 
the primarily 
African American 
US Colored Troops.
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American Indians, nevertheless, did have unique 
reasons to enlist. In some instances, it was based on 
past alliances, treaty obligations, and previous 
military experiences. As in earlier times, participation 
in war validated tribal leadership and status within 
one’s community. However, there appears to be one 
overriding reason. For American Indians, a universal 
motive in the North, South, and Trans-Mississippi 
West was to maintain what was left of their 
homeland. Indeed, most native peoples who 
participated in these three regions hoped to save their 
communities from further land loss and removal. 
Unlike African American troops who were struggling 
against slavery, most American Indians were fighting 
to be left alone from past intrusions and threats to 
themselves and their land bases. Since most 
American Indians were not US citizens until 1924, 
they felt much more patriotic to their own nations 
than to the Union stars and stripes or the 
Confederate stars and bars. Faced with a precarious 
existence, many American Indians saw military 
involvement as their only chance, their last desperate 
hope of obtaining a more secure recognition of their 
territories. Thus, from Connecticut to Indian 
Territory, they sought the “warpath” because it 
seemed imperative for their own economic and/or 
community’s survival; however, local factors also 
shaped their responses.  

The Delaware are a case in point. They were one
of the more significant American Indian nations 

to participate in the Union war effort. From 
the end of the 1700s to the Civil War, the 
Delawares had been forced to migrate 
1,500 miles from their Middle Atlantic 
homeland to several areas in the 
Trans-Mississippi West in order  to 
survive as a people. By the 1850s, those 

Delawares who resettled in Kansas once 
again faced pressures of white settlement and 

dispossession. Surrounded by sectional violence 
as a result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act and 
“Bleeding Kansas,” they found themselves in a 
tenuous situation. By the Civil War, the Delawares 
hoped to cut a deal about their future south of 
Kansas. Hoping to secure a new home, they 
signed up with the Union. Approximately 170 

With a critical need 
for soldiers to defend 
isolated Kansas 
and retake Indian 
Territory, Union 
officials raised three 
Indian Home Guard 
Units by the summer 
of 1862. Fort Scott 
provided 
logistical support to 
these regiments of 
General Blunt’s 
“Indian Brigade” 
in numerous battles. 
Many wounded 
Home Guard soldiers 
were brought to the 
hospital at Fort Scott.
Some found 
permanent peace 
in the national 
cecememeteteryry ttheherere..
NPS/NPS/NNPS/NNPS/FORTFORTOFORTRFO SCOSCOSCOTTTT
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served during the war. Some were “Jayhawkers” such 
as Capt. Ben Simon, raiding Confederate-allied Indians 
in Indian Territory and participating with the Kickapoos 
in the killings of half of the Tonkawa Indians at the 
Wichita Agency. Others served as scouts for Gen. John 
C. Frémont in Missouri. Captain Falleaf (Fall Leaf) 
led Delawares in a home guard unit in Union Gen. 
James Blunt’s Indian Brigade. Later in the war, some of 
these men served in the 6th and 14th Kansas Cavalry.

Black Beaver was the most heralded Delaware in 
the Civil War. For 25 years before the war, he had 
been an employee of the American Fur Company as 
well as a guide and interpreter for explorers and 
military men like John James Audubon, Richard Dodge, 
John C. Frémont, Henry Leavenworth, and Randolph 
Marcy. He had also served the United States in the 
Mexican War as a commander of Black Beaver’s Spy 
Company. In mid April 1861, Black Beaver warned 
Union Gen. William Emory at Fort Cobb of 
approaching Confederates, leading to the capture 
of its advance column, the first prisoners taken in 
the war. He then skillfully guided Emory’s forces 
and federal troops stationed at Forts Arbuckle, 
Cobb, Smith, and Washita through hundreds of 
miles of Confederate-held Indian Territory, arriving 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on May 31 without 
losing a man, horse, or wagon. 

DeDelalawaw rere IIndndiaann BlBlacack k BeBeavaverer gguiuideded d 
UnUnioion n trtroooopsps tthrhrououghgh hhunundreds of miles of 
CoConfnffedede erate-e-e contror lled Indian Territory to Fort 
LeLeavenworth, Kansas s, without losing a man.
NATINATIONALONALONAL ARCARCARCHIVEHIVEHIVESSS

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Prior to the Civil War,
Delaware Indians were 
highly acclaimed guides 
and scouts for the wagon 
trains and scientific 
explorations of the West.
During the war, they 
continued in this role 
for the army.
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Other rr nativev  communities ooutututu sisis dedede oof Indiana  
TeT rritororry yy had their own local ll rerereeasassonns s for joinining
thhee Unionnn ranks. The Pamunu kekekey y yyyy ofofof VVViri ginia andd 
the LuL mbeeeee of f NoNorth Carolina rrreaeaeaeactcttcteded to the whhite 
supreme acist tt world of thee pre-Civvililil WWWWWararr South bby
ses rving g Unioonn n interestts. Several Pamamamunu kkeys workeed 
asas river ppilots fofofor Gen. GGeorge McClClClleeellallal n’n’n s Armyy off 
thee Potot mam c duurirr ng the Peninsula camamammpapapap iggn of 186862.. 
Lummbbees wew re useses d ass forced labor tooo bbbbuiuu ldd Fort
Fisherer, thhe mam jor CCConfederate bastion n ononono  theheh  Southh 
Atlanticic, and d wwere iiintimidated by Norttth hhh CCaaaC roolina’s 
Home GGuard, whw ichhh hadd attempted to fforororrceceee ttthhem
into Conffederatet  servvvice.

In response,e, somee Lumbmbmbees, led by Henry y BeBBerrrrrrr yyy
Lowry (Lowwrie) becameee guerillas fighting ththheee HoHoHoH me 
Guard in the swampmp counnntryy on the southeernrnrnn bbborrder 
ofo  North Caroolina anand aiddding Union Gen. WiWiWiilllliaiaii mm m
TeT cumseh Sheermrmanan’s’s CCCCararrrolooolo inninina campaign of 1818181865655565...

AlAlAlAlAlAlAlAAlAlththththhththththououououououghghghghhhghghg tttttheheheheheheh LLLLLLumummumumbbebebebbebbbeb e eeeee e wewewwwewewerereererrere mmmmmmmorororororororeeee eee agaaagggressiiiveveve iiiiinn n n 
rerererererererereresisisisisisisisisiis ststststststststtttininininiiininininiing g g g g g g g ththththththththe ee e eee lololololooocacacaaaac llllll CoCoCoCoCC nfnfnfnfedededederererreratatatatateee eee popopopower structctctururureee
thththtththththaananananananan ttttthehehehehehehehehe PPPPPPPPPPamamamamamaammmunununununununkekekekekekekey,y,y,y,y,y,y, mmmmmmememememeembebebebebersrssrsrsrs ooof fff bob th comommmumumunininities 
rrrrererererreacacacacacacaccaccteteteteteteteteddddddd tototototototototooo tttttttthhhheheheheiririririririr dddddddemememememememeaeaeaeaeaeaanininininingngngngnggng ssssssstattatataat ttutututuutuus s asa  “freeee pppererre sososons of 
cocoooooooololololololl r,r,r,r,r,rr,r,r,”””””””” a aa a aaaaaa lalalalalalalalal bebbebebebebebeb lllllll giigigigigigivevevevevevevennnnn ttotototott tttthehehehehem mmmm bybybybybybyy wwwwwwhihihihhiteet souououoo ththt ererrre nnnersrs. 

Lumbee Indians were 
forced to build the 
massive earthworks 
of Fort Fisher, North 
Carolina.
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When Henry Berry Lowry’s father and 
brother were first forced to dig their own 
graves and then shot by the North Carolina 
Home Guard, Lowry became a determined 
foe of the Confederates as well as a 
protector of the Lumbee people. He also 
helped Gen. William T. Sherman navigate 
the nearly impenetrable Carolina 
swamps to capture Confederate troops 
on his way north to Virginia.

THE E STATS E ARARCCHIVI ES OES OS OF FF 
NORTNORTN H CAH ROLROLIL NANA
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Confederate Foe
and Indian Folk Hero



Several AmAmericcanan IIndian cocommmmmuunununititieess inin thee EEEasastt 
servedd thee CCono federaacycy. ThThThhe ee EEaEasterernn Bandd ooof f 
ChCherokokees were tthehe mmmososostt t nunuummerorouus in CoCoonfnffededdderee ate e 
ranknks s in this reegigionononn,, ffofollloowing g ththe  leaaddeersrsrshhihiippp p of theheirr  
adadopted whhitittee e lleleleadaderer, Wiilllliaiam m Hollllaanand d d TThThThhoomo asas. 
Thommas hhhaadadd hhhellpped sosomeme CCherookkekeeseses rrrememememain oonn ttheheeeiririr 
anceceststtrraraall l llal ndnds inn NNororthth Carololininna a dduduuurririring thehe ffororcececec dd
reemmomovvavalss ddurinng g ththe 1830s. HHununddrdrredededds off CCheherorooookkekek ese  
jojojoinininedd tthee TThohomas Legiiononn. . ThThhee e lleleegig onn gguauardrddedeeded thehe 
rar illrroadd ppasass between n ththhe e CCuCuuummbmbm erlalanndd aandndnd SSmom kyky 
mmooununtatainins, a vital llininnk kk fofofor r ththththe Richchmomondnddd-C-CChhaattttannoooogagaa 
RaRaililror ad and aa llififfelelininee e toooo AAAtlanntata fforor tttheheheh Connffedederaar ccycy.
ThThe Thommasas LLLegegiooonn n wwwawas alsoo empmplolooyyeyed d ennforcrcining g
CoC nfedereraatte e cocoonnsn crcrcriipiption iin prpro-o UUnUniioon n eaaststerernnn
Tennesesseee.e  

StStilillll ototheheher r  AmAmAmAmere icann IIndndiaiannsns iin n thhee e SoSoututhheheasastt chossee e 
thththee CoCConfnfnfededede erate sisidde. . FrFrroomom AAntntiietatam mm ttoo PPeetersbsbuururg,g
a a ssms alalalll l l ccoc ntingegennt oof f CaCCaCaC tatawwbbaas ssererveveed dd inin the 1122t2thh 
SSoS ututututh hhh Carolinana in n anann iiintntege raratetedd coccommpmpaany wiwithth wwhite 
trtrtroooooo ps. Thhe e CCatatawbwbwbw asas hhadadd sererveeddd SoSouth CCaarorolina 
fafafafaiti hfullyly iin papastst wwwarars anand hhad d eve enen beenn n ininvolveded iinn n
captururining ruunanaaawwawayy sllaavveses. . LiLLikeke tthehe Chheerrokees iinn ththt e e
Thomomas LLegeggioioon n andd sosomeem oof ththe MiMisssssiissippi ChChhococo tataws,
soomeme Catatawwawbbabas hahad avavoioided d d remooovaval l fromm ttheheeiir 
trtraditioionanaaalll l hhomemellaandnds.s. AAlll tthreee ggrroups haad dd a a prp ecarrrioiouus 
exisstetencnncccee inin thehee SSououuththh, , eveven ass lalatet  as tthehee CCCivviil Warar. 
Thheyey wwwerere e dedepeennddeennt oon theeirir white nneieiighghbob rs wwhoho 
susurrrrr ooououndn eded thehemm..  CoConseqequuently, too mmmaiaintn ain thheieir
shshhririirinknking g hoomeem lallandnd, theyey nneeded d toto pprorove thehemmselelee veves
asss ggooo d d lloyayal l SSooutthherneererss. In onnee ofofof ttheh  mororo e e heheeeroooroicic 
epepepisisoddess ooff ththht e wwar inn tthehe Deeep p SoSoSoututh, the 11sst CCChohoh ctc aw 
BaBattalalionn reescs ueued 233 sssololdid ers frfroomom a Connnfefededeeeraratete troop 
trtraiinn wrwrecckekek d d at Chhuhunknky Crreeeeekkk nen ar HHicickokoooryry, 
MiMissisissis pppp i.i     

Ammerriciccann Indiaann commmununniitieies inn ttthehe NNNNororoo theast 
wewerere aalssoo drawawwnn into tthehee UUnion wwaar eeffffoffortr . Some 
wiwiththini tthhe smmamalll  cultuturaraallly y and hih sstororororicicallly related 
mamam rir tiimme coommmum nititiesess oof f Pequuoot aaandndnn  Mohegan 
InInndidiaans ofof CConnectcticiccutut and MMMononntatatt uku etts, Unkechaugs,
aand d Shinnnnenecocks inin NNewe  Yororo kk hahahah d d no pretenses about 
nonobble iddeaealsls wheen n tththeye  joineed d ththththee Union Army or Navy.
WhWhalinnngg, their mmajaja oror sourcrcee offof iinncome, declined when 
wwar brrooke out,t, ssooo thhey releluuctataaanntntn ly chose another line of 
wworkk. OOne Peeququuotot, Austttinn GGGGeoeoee rge, enlisted in the 
31st UUUSS Coloorereddd TrT oopspp iin nnn 18181 664 rather than seek work 
in aa nneae rby y NoNoorwwich faf cctororory.y  
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susususuusuuususuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr eneneneenenenenenneendedededededededeedeeedeeer r rrrrr rrr whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhwhww iciciccciciciii h hh h hhhh GeGeGeGGeGeeGeGen.n.n.n.n.n..n.n.n..... RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRobobobobobobobbbbobobbobobobo ererererererereererrrerrertt t t t ttttttt t E.E.E.EEE.E.E.E.EEEEEEE LLLLLLLLLLLLeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ssssssssssssssssigigigigigigiigigigigigigigigigigiggnenenenenenenenenenenenenenennnnenened d d d d d ddddd ddd atatatatatatatatatataaaaatta AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAApppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppomomomomomomomomomomomomomommmomommatatatatatataatatatataatatataattatatataa totototototototototototototototototootooooooooox x x x xx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxx CoCoCoCoCoCCoCoCoCoCoCooCoCoCoCoCoooCoourururururururururrurrurururururuururrrrt t t t t t ttt ttttttttttttt
HoHoHoHoHoHoH usususususse e ee e ononononononononoonnnn AAAAAAAAprprprprprprprpprprprppprpp ilililililililililllll 999999999, , ,, , , 1818181818181818186565656566565656565565656565..... OnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOOOnOnOnOOOnO e e e e ee eeee popopopopopopoppoopoopopoopp pupupupupupupupupupupupuuupppulalalalalalalalallallalalaal r r rrr r rrrrrrrr rrrrr ststststststststststststststststststttstttttttorororororororororororororororororororrororrrryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy isisisisisisisisiisiiisiiiisiii ttttttttttttttttthahahahahahahahahahahahah tt t ttttttttt upupupupupupuppuppuppppupupupupu ononononononnonnooo mmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeetititititititititiitiititiitittingngngnngngngngngnggngngngng  
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totootooo sssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeee oooooooneneneenenene rrrrrreaeaeaeaeaeeaeeal l l ll AmAmAmmmAAmAmAA ererererrererricicicicicciciiccanananananananananananaannnn hhhhhhhhhhherererererererereererrre,e,e,e,e,e,e,e,ee,ee,e,””””””””””” totototototototootootooottoto wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhihihihihihiiihihihiihihhiiih chchchchchchchchhhh PPPPPPPPPPPPararararrararrrrrkekekekkekekekekekkeekeeer r r r r rrr rerererererererereeerereplplplplpplplplplplppplpplppp ieieieieieieiieieieieieiii d,d,d,ddd,d,dd,ddd,d,dd,d,d,d  
“W“W“WWW“W“W“Weeeee arararararararare e e e eeee alalalalalalalallll l llll l AmAmAmAmmAmAmAmmmererererere iciciciciccananananans,s,s,s,s,s SSSSSSiririririrririrr.””.””””.”.””      

We are all Americans

Ely S. Parker, 
second 
from right.
NATINATINATINATINATITN ONALONALONALONALAONALONALLA ARCARCARCARCARCARCCCCHIVEHIVEHIVHIVEHIVEVEVEVVHH SSSSSSS
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MeMeMeMeMembmbmbmbm ererrrs s s s ofofofof tttthehehehe TTonnawawawawandad  Banand d dd ofo  Senenececa inin westernn  
NeNNNN w YoYoYoYoY rk wwwweree e feararararfufuff l l ofofff lllananannd d d spspspececululatatorors s afafteter r a seseririeses 
ofofofofof hhhhhharararararshshshsh ttttrer atataa ies led to ttttheheheheirir ddisispopopossss essisionon ffrorom m their
hohohohoomemememeelalaland. FrFFF om 1111858585857 7 7 7 totototo 11118686868 1,1,1, the fededddere alal ggovoverernmnment 
haaad alalalalallolololoweweweww d ttht e Seneecacacaca ttttoo o reeepupupupurcrchahasese aaa pparart t ofof ttheheirir 
hoooomememem lalalandndndndnd... ByByByBy tttheheheh CCCCivivivivililii WWWWarararar, momomoststst SSSenenececaas ssawaw Washinggtot n 
asasasasas aaaaaa nnnnneeeeeeeeedededed d ddd alalalallylylyly ttto ooo hehehehelplplplp ttthem mmm gugugug ararard d d agagaiainsnst t ananother
dididididispspspspsposososossessssssioioioon.n.n.n EEEElylylylyl SSS. PPPaP rkrkrkkerererer aandndndn hhisis ffamamilly y wewerere ddirectlly y
inii vovoovoolvlvlvvededededed iiinnnn rerereresisisisiststststininining g g ththththe eee acacacactititit onono s s ofof ttheh OOgdgdenen LLanand d 
Compmmm any,y,y,y,y iiiintntntntent on ssecececururinining g g ToTonanawandnda a lalandnds.s. PPararkekerr, a 
Toonanananaawawawawaw ndndndndnda sachem on ththththe e ee GrGrGG anand d CoCoununcicil l ofof CChihih efefss ofof tthehe 
Iroqoqoqoqoquouououooisii  Confedeeeerarr cycy, lalalaateteteterrr
seseseseservrvvvvvede  as GeGeGeGG neral l GrGrGrG anananant’tt s
military secretataaaryryryy aaaandnddnd wwwasasasas tthehehh  
scribe ordered to drdrdrd awaw uuuup p p thththheee
araraararartititiiclclclclclcc esesesese oooof f f f sususususurrrrrrrrenenenene dedededer rr sisisisigngngg edededed bby 
GeGeGeGeGGenennenen raaararaal l l LeLeLeLeeee atatatat AAAApppppppomomomomatatatattotot xx
CoCCCCC urtt t tt HoHoHoHouse.

InIInIIn the Midwest, Americiciccanananan 
Indians from Michigan anananand dd
WiWiWiiWiWiW scscsconoooo sin joined the Unininiononn in 
grgrgrgrgrgreaeaeaeeaeeatetettet stst nnnnumumumumbebbb rs. They sererere vevvv d 
inininninnn thehehehhe tttttrerereerencncncncheeeh s ss iiinii ttttthe 
ninnninn nennnnnn -monthhh UUUUnnininin ononono sieieieeegegege oooof fff
PePePPPPP tetteeeeersburgg fffffrororor mmmm JuJuJuJunennn 186868664444 tototoo 
JJJaJJJ nuarararaaraary 1865. InInInInI tthehehehe ddddisisisi asasasastrtrtrtrtrouououuuss ss
Union dedededdddedefeat at thheeee BaBattttleeee oooof f f f ththththe e e ee
Crater on JuJuJuJuJJ lylyly 30, 18666664,4,4,4  
Menominenenenenn esee ssssererere ved inininin tthehehehe 33337t7t7t7 h h
Wiscscscscccononononsin VoVoVoVoVV lululuuluntntnteeee r rrr InInnnfafafafantntntn ryryryry..
A AAAA fufufuf ll comomommo papapapapanynn ooofff f momomommostststlylyyy 
Odddawawwawawwasasass/OO/O/Otttttttawawawwwasasasa aaaandndndnd 
Ojibibibbwawawawaaaysysysysys/C/C/Chihihih pppppppppewewewwwasasasas, , ,, anananand d a a
sprinkklingggg of f othehehheh r r rr InInInII didididianananans
frfrfrffrfrf omomomomomm MMMMMiciciichigan ananaa d dd d acacacacrororr sssss theheheheh  
bobobobobordrrr erererere  in Canadadadadad mmmadadadeeee upuuu  
CoCoCoCoCoCompmpmpmmpmm anaa y KKK KK ffoff tthehehehe 1ststsss MMMMiciciccchihihih gagan n n
SShSSS arpsssshohhohohoototototoo ereee s, ttthehhh mmmosooo t famommm us 
Union Indianananan ccccomomomo pappp ny fromm mm eaeaeaasst ooof fff ththe e MiMisssisissisippppi.i. 

The OdOdOdOOOddawawaawaa a annnnddd d OjOjOjOjOjibibibibwawaway as wwwwelelell as thhe PPotawatomo i i werer  
culturalalalalaa lylylylyyly aaaaand historically reeelllal tedddd cococc mmmmmununities thatat hhadad faced 
rerereeemomomomm val frommm MMMMMicicicichihihihigagagagaan frommmm thehehh  1828220s0s onwwarard. TTheheir wworld 
was shrinkkking and theieieeir rrr stsss atusussu wwwwass aaambmbigiguou us bby y thee titimem  of 
the Civil Waaaar,r,r,r, lllleadidididingnn  them tooo bbbbe ee inincrreae siingnglyly depepenendedentn  on 
thtthttt eee fefefefef dedededd raaal llll governmememeentntntnnt. HoHoHH pipipingngngng to rer neegootiatate e ththeie r
treaaties aftererer aa series of disassssstrtrtrtrououo ss onnes ffroromm 18182020 tto o 18185555,
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theesse natitiiooonns sosoougu hht tto obbtaain a largerr, morre e
connnccentrraatteeed laaanand bbaases  in MMichiggan. AAAmmericicanan IInnndian 
shaaarrpshoooototeere s,, eeesps eecciai lly AAnAntoinnee Scoottt t fromm MMiiicchigan’’ss 
Coommmmpanny yy KKK, wwereere e cciteted foorr hheroiism aatt tthe BBatattllee oof the 
Crraaatter anndndd wwwerrree e eeveenn acknnoowledddged ffoor theeirr brbraavery 
in CCConfeedddeerrar teee aacccoouunts. PPeenobssscotss iinn thee 77thth MMMMaine 
Voollluunteeerrsrs aanddd aat leeasast onnee Pequuot annddd onee TTususccaarora iin n
thee UUS CCooolo oooredddd TTrooopops alsoo parttiicipaatteed inn thih ss UUUnion 
disasaasster. OOOnOnn theeee oothherr sidee oof thee earthhhwow rkks atat 
Peetteersbuurgrrgg, Coonfnnnfedderrate CCaatawbbas foouuughg t foforr ththee
121 ththhh SSSSSSouoo ththhh CCCCCaraaa ololololinini a a VVoVoVoluluuluntntttn eeeeeeers.

Ottheheheeeher r AAmmmeererriiicicanannn IInddiaiaians troorooops figfigfighthhtiinnnngg fforr tthhee 
Unniioon frrooommm botototh h thhee MiM dwwweest annnd Noortr heaastt weweerre 
praaaissed fofoorr ttheiirr heh rrooisi m dduuring tthe wwwara . Att VVicckkkssburg, 
Indddians ininn tthhe 114t44t4 h WWiWisconnsisin alssoo serrvveed ass 
shaaarrpshoooototeere s.. TTTTheyy cac moouuflageedd theemmsm elvvess wiwiith 
leavavvees andnddd cccrawwwwlede oonn their r bellieees to ggete  intto popossiition 
to sssillenceee tthhhe rreebebe el ccanannonn.. A yeaar latteer r at SSpopotstsyyyllvania,, 
Sennneeca soolollddidiers ss rer peeatated tthihis feaatt by ccaaamoufluflagaginnngg 
thememmmselvveeess aanddd ccapttuurir ng aa nnest oof Coonnfedeeraatee ssnnipers.

Indian troops 
from the 
Midwest and 
Northeast were 
praised for
their heroism 
at Vicksburg 
and here at 
Spotsylvania.  
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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From the outset of the war, the Confederacy made a 
determined effort to recruit American Indians in Indian 
Territory, especially the Cherokees, Chickasaws, 
Choctaws, Creeks, and Seminoles. In May 1861, the Union 
had abandoned Indian Territory and with it its treaty 
commitments and its annuity payments to the Indian 
nations there. At the same time, the coming of war had 
intensified internal tribal strife, tearing apart Indian nations 
and resulting in civil wars within the Civil War. In Indian 
Territory and in Arkansas, American Indians allied to both 
the Union and Confederacy fought each other in major 
battles at Chusto-Talasah, Pea Ridge, Honey Springs, and 
two battles at Cabin Creek. In and adjacent to Indian 
Territory, large numbers of native peoples were participants 
in two of the war’s major battles in 1862 and 1863. 

In Arkansas, from March 6-8th, 1862, approximately 800 
Cherokees in the 1st and 2nd Cherokee Mounted Rifles 
participated in the Battle of Pea Ridge. These Confederate 
Cherokees, who were later accused of scalping wounded 
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and dead Union soldiers, suffered defeat. After 
the battle some Cherokees deserted the Confederacy 
and headed to Unionist Kansas. On July 17, 1863 a Union 
force composed of American Indians, African 
Americans, and white troops won its most important 
victory in Indian Territory at Honey Springs, just north 
of present-day Checotah, Oklahoma. At this battle, 
Maj. Gen. James G. Blunt’s Union forces included Indian 
Home Guard units composed of Delawares, Kickapoos, 
Osages, Quapaws, Senecas, Shawnees, and Unionist 
members of the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, 
and Seminole nations. The opposing Confederate force, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. Douglas H. Cooper, included 
regiments of Cherokee mounted rifles, Creek regiments 
led by half-brothers Daniel and Col. Chilly McIntosh, 
and a Choctaw-Chickasaw regiment of mounted 
rifles led by Col. Tandy Walker.

OnOnOnOnOOnOnOnOO ssssssseveveveveevvvvverererrererrrrrrralalalalaalalaalalalaa  
ococococccocococococoo caccaccacacaaaaasisisisissiiiiononononononnoo s,s,s,ss AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAmemememememememmmm ririririiiririririrr caccacacacacacacacaccaannnnnnnnnnn
InInInInInnIInInInInIIIInInIIIInnnndidididididdddiddiddididdddiddidid ananananananananananananannnannnnananananaaaaaa ttttttttttttttttrororororororororororrroroopopopopo s s s fafaffaffaaaaaaafaf ccececececcececceeeeeecedddd d dddd ddddddd
eaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaaeachchchchchchhchchchchhcchh ooooooooooooothththththhththththththththththththhthherererereeeeerererererrerrrerer iiiiiiiiiiiin n nnnnnnn n nnnnnnnnnn bababbbababbabbabbbabbababbabaabaababattttttttttttttttttttttttlelelelelelelellelelelee sssssssucucucucucucchhh hhhhhhhh hhh 
asasasasasasasassas hhhhhererererereerrre e e ee ee atatatatata PPPPeaeaaee RRRidididddddididgegegegegegegegeeegegegegege,,,,,,,,,
ArArArArArArAAArArArAArArkakakakakakakaaaaansnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnnnnn asasasasasasasasaaa ...
ANDYANDYANDYANDYANDYANDYANDYANDYANDYAANDYAAA THOTHOTHTHOTTTHOTHTTTH MASMASMASMMM
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The Chhere okoo eeee, ChChChChicicicickasssaw, Choctaw, Creek, and 
Semimiminononolelele pppreseeencncn e on bbbotooo h hh sides of this battlel  might seem
puzzzzlilll ng. The exxxplplplanananatiooioion n is that during the Civil WWar,
longstanding feuds hhhadadad rrrreseee umed in Indian Territory.
Creeks sought retribbbutututioioon against tribal enemies that 
dated back decades. Chhhiefff WiWW lliam McIntosh of the 
Upper Creeks, the father ooof ff ChCCC illy McIntosh and his 
half-brother Daniel, had sssigigigneeened the Creek removal treaty 
at Indian Springs in 1825 and dd wwawaw s s later killed for hhis 
actions by the Lower Creekkks.s.s  Both McIntosh broththers
chose to serve as officers of ff thhtt ee Confederacy during the 
Civil War. Their family’s rivavaval, OOOOpothle Yohola, cchih ef of 
thhe LoLooowewewew r rr r CrCrreeks, chose the ee UUUnion. A Confedeeraate force 
thththhatatatat iiincncncn lulululudededed ddd thhhhee ee McMMM Intosh bbbrooothers defeated OOpothle 
YoYoYoYohohohollala ooonnnn DeDeDeDececcecembmbmbmber 9, 18611, , attt Chusto-Talasah, driving 
ththt e eee chief f f annnndddd hihihih ss CrCCrCrC eeeeeeek continii gegegent out of Indian 
TeTeTerrrrrrritititorororo y yy to UUUUninininiononononn-h-h-h-helleleld ddd Kansssasassa .

ThThe e reremoomom vavavaval ll ll erererraa a aaa ofofofofofoofofoff ttttttthehehehhehehe 1111183838388330s0s0ss0 wwwwasaasas also the backdrop to
ChChChCCC ererokokeeeeeeeee hhhisisissistototoooot ryryryryryryryryyy dddddddururururuuuruu ininininnnng g ggg thththhe eee CiCiCiCiviviviv ll l WaWW r.  Althhooughg  there 
wewewewewwewweww rererer sschchisismsmsmsm iiinnn 181 616161 aaandnd cchahaaaallllllllllenenenenengegegegeg s to Principall Chief 
JoJoJoJoJoJoJoJJJ hnhhhnh RRososs’s’ lleaaadededersrshihiip,p,p,, tthehe CCChehheherororookekk e Nation was torn 
asasasasasasa ununununnundeded r,r, eespspspececiaiaallllyy afafafftetetet rr ththee BaBaBaBaBattttttttleleele of Peea Ridge in March 
18181818181111 626262222.. OpO en wararffare brororookekeke oooooutututtut bbbetetweeen folllowerss of Ross
ananananannnnnnnndd d dd StStana d Watie. SSeveveralalal oof f WaWaWaWatititt e’s relatives, the Ridge 
faffafafafafffafaffammimimmmmmm lyly, had beenn ssigignanatories to thhhhe 181 353  Cherokee 
ReReReReReReReReReRRR mmmmomm val Treaty ooof NNew w EcE hota. ThThTheyee  were assassinated 
afafafafafaffteterr ththe aaccoordrd by aanti-t-treaty alalalallilililiese  of f Ross. The Civil 
WWaWWW r anndd WaW tiiee’ss succccess asa  a CCCCono fefeederate field 
cocommmmanandeder r gagavve himm tthehe oppppppooortuuunininity to retaliate and 
tatat kekeee bbbaackk k popopolil tical coconttrorol ofofof the CCCChheh rokee Nation, 
leleleaadadaddining RRoRossss ttoo fleflee e frrfromom Indnddiaann TeTerrititory.

StS ananandd WaWatiiee, a mmasa teer rr gugug eerili lala ttaca titicciann, isi  oftenn 
coconsnsididereddd bby y mim litary hhisisi tooririananss to be the best 
hiighgh-r-ranankingng CCononfederatete officfficeer iin the last year r of the 
wwar inin thee TTrar nsns-Mississsipipippi WWese t. Tooo  often, hoowever, 
they excxcususee hihiss meththodds,s, espececiaially his ruthless
treaeatmmenenentt t ofof AAAAfrfrf ican Ammemerir caaann n n prisisoners in the Union 
ArArA my, bbby eempmphha iisisi iziziz ngnn hhissi  genius aas aa strategist. Watie’s 
meenn werere ffforororcececeddd tototo llliive ooffff thehehehe llandd since supplies were
always low or were divertteedddd tooo tthe war’s eastet rn theater.
Consequently, he underrtotoooook dddaaara ing raids to secure 
prprovovisisioions. . OnOn JJununee 15155, 181864444 hee cccac ptured the fedderal 
ststeae mbm oat, J.J  R. Williaiamms onnn n thhthe AArkak nsas Riverr. The boat 
wawas trtranansporting $100,0000000 0 woww rttth of supplies, including 
150 barrrelelss off flflour and 11161 ,0000000 pppounds of bacon. Three 
mom nths later at the Secocooond Baata tle of Cabin Creek, 
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Watie’s men along with Confederate Gen. Richard Gano’s 
Texans surprised a 300-wagon Union supply train filled 
with provisions worth $1.5 million. On June 23, 1865, 
at Doaksville near Fort Towson in Indian Territory, 
Watie was the last Confederate general to surrender his 
command during the Civil War.
         
 

Besides combat, American Indians had an important 
impact on regimental life. In the 14th Wisconsin, Pvt.
Elisha Stockwell described how one of the F Company 
Indians, armed with his Belgian rifle, went squirrel 
hunting and came back to camp “with all the squirrels he 
could handily carry, all shot in the head.” Squirrel soup, 
an Iroquoian Indian delicacy, was a welcome substitute 
for stale hardtack. The commander of the company, 
Lt. James K. Newton of De Pere, made reference to a 
culinary delight—parched hominy seasoned with salt pork— 
that was “discovered” by his regiment’s recruits. He never 
acknowledged that this was an old Iroquoian dish that dated 
at least to the 1600s, nor did he mention that 39 Oneidas were 
in his company. In the records of Grand Army of the 
Republic, one Civil War veteran, Dudley Beekman, reflecting 
on his comrades in the 132nd New York State Volunteers, 
wrote that he had served in combat with 25 Iroquois in 
North Carolina and that they had taught him to swim. 
They were all “good fellows” and could “all talk American.” 
  

Schisms within 
tribes that played 
out in Civil War
battles sometimes 
dated back to the
Indian removal era
of the 1830s, as was
the case with the
Cherokees.
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Throughout the United States today, there are 
visible signs of American Indian participation in the 
Civil War. Impressive monuments remind us of their 
service in a war that cost approximately 750,000 
American lives. One of these monuments is located 
at Confederate Park in Fort Mill, South Carolina;
another is in front of the old Cherokee capitol 
building in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. American 
Indians who served in the Union ranks are honored 
at recently dedicated tribal veterans’ memorials on 
the Seneca Nation’s Allegany Indian Reservation
at Salamanca, New York, and on the Oneida Indian 
Reservation near Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

Despite hopes that participating in the war effort
would lead to a better day, most American Indians
were severely disappointed. Even those who chose 
the winning Union side failed to improve the overall 
condition of their peoples. Once again, the Delaware 
are a perfect example. After the conflict ended, most 
Delawares were forced out of Kansas and relocated 
to Cherokee lands, where many who had served 
Watie and the Confederacy lived. Union-allied 
Delawares were also required by federal treaty to
become citizens of the Cherokee Nation! 

The advances in military technology developed in 
four years of war were soon employed in pacification 
campaigns against American Indians defending their 
homelands on the Great Plains and in the Southwest.
The passage of the Pacific Railroad Act and the 
Homestead Act in 1862 contributed to the disruption 
of traditional Plains Indian life, resulted in the 
extermination of bison herds, brought massive 
non-Indian populations westward, increased tensions
between Indians and whites, and led to reservation 
existence and overall Indian dependence. These 
acts further opened the Trans-Mississippi West to 
non-Indian settlement and resource development,
putting even more pressures on native peoples and 
their lands, eventually leading to federal allotment 
policies and to even more dispossession. Thus, to
American Indians, the war brought only misery, 
followed by even more misery. 
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To the Indians, the war brought only 
misery, followed by even more misery.

Monuments such 
as this one to the 
Catawbas in Fort Mill, 
South Carolina, remind 
us of the important 
role American Indians 
played in the Civil War. 

LAURENCE HAUPTMAN
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Violence and the 
Dakota War of 1862 
Janet Youngholm, University of Wyoming
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The execution of 
38 Dakota men 
(soldiers) by the US 
government for their 
participation in the 
Dakota War. 

Abraham Lincoln’s 
advocacy of 
African American 
rights during the 
Civil War stands in 
stark contrast to his 
policies toward 
American Indians 
that soon unleashed 
unprecedented 
violence in the Indian 
Wars of the West.
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On Sunday, Auggusust t 177, 181 6262, duringg ttthehehe ssececcono d dd yeyearr ooof ff 
the American CCivil War, fofouru  Dakkoto a yoyoyoung meen kikillllllededed 
five white settlersrs nneae r r AcActoton,n, MMininnenesota.. ShShocockikikingnn tttooo
both white Minnesotat nsn  andnd somomme e DaDaakokootatat pppeoeoeoplplple,e,e, yyyetetet  
predicted by othere s, tthih s seseememininglgly y unnprprovovokkkededed aaattttttacacack k k
sparked the Dakota Wara , insppirireded AAbrbrahahhamama LLLininincococolnlnln ttto
militarize the federal govo erernmmennt’t s InInndidianan ppololo iciccy,y aandd 
inaugurated the finall pphah se of f AmAmericicann IInddiaian rer momomovaaal l
that culminated at Wouundndeded KKnen e e inin 1189890.0. 

Republican Party ideollogo y y ththat advdvoco atedd ““frfreee sssoio l, 
free labor, free men”” imimaggininedd thehe WWesest t inintoto whihichchh  
white settlers continued to floodod iin n ththe e laatete 11858 0ss aandndd 
early 1860s as vacant land rripipe e foforr ececononomomicic 
development. Such a viv siionn aadadamamantntlyly pprereclclududededd 
slavery; it also assummedd tthehe cconontitinunueded rreme ovalal oof f 
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ImImImImIImplplplplplpliciciciccici ititititii iiin n LiLiLiLiL ncncncncncolololololn’n’n’n sss
antislslslslaavavavaverererere y y y yy idididideoeoeoeololololl gygygygy  
ofofofofoff “frfrfrff eeeeeeeee ssssoioioioioil,l,ll,l  fff f fffrerereree ee e lalalalabobobobobor,r,r,r  
frfrfrfrf eeee mmmmmmenenenene ””””” wawawawawas s s s thththththe e e e
exexexxpapapapansnsnsnsioioioion n n n ofofofofoff wwwwwhihihihihitetetet  
sesesesesess ttttttttttleleleleleersrsrsrrs ooooontntntntoooo AmAmAmAmerererererricicicciccananananan 
InInInInIndididididid anananaan hhhhhomomomomelelelelananananana dsdsdsds....

Foor r centttuuru ieeeees,s,s ggooood 
rerelal tionnnnnsss bebebebetwt eee n n 
ththththe ee DaDakokokotatat  andd f furu  
trtttradadere s mamaaaadedd  thehe 
fufufufuffur r trtradade e suuuuccesssfsful.
Buuut for neneeneewcwww ommers 
duurringng ttthehehe lannd d rur shs  
dadadaysysss oooof f f f ththt ee 181850505 s s anand d
60600s,s,s,s, tttthehehererere wwwasasass llitittltle 
ininininininncececececcentntntn ivivve e to befririene d d
thththththt e eee InInInI dididiianana s.s.s

AmAmmererericicicananan Indddiaiaiansnn fffrororommm ththheir r trtraddititi iooonananal ll homemeelandndds.ss  
ThThThhe ee DaDaDaD kokokota WWWaraa  of 181 626262,, spspsparararkeked d d bybyby ttthehh  killingngn s ofoff 
MiMiMinnnnnnnesesesotototaaa seseseettttttleeersrsrs ttthahahat t t AuAuAuguguguststst Sunuu day, mmmanananifififesteed dd
unununpprp ecececedededenenenteteted d d d viviviviolololenenencecece ooon ththhe MiMM nnnnesesesototota prairie,e,, 
unununleleleasaa hehh d inii crrreaeaeae sisisingngnglylylyy unbnbnbeaaarararabbble e e tetetensn ioonsnn  festeeririring
amamama ono g gg Dakok ta peoooplplples,,, anannddd resuuultededed iiin nn the exexxilii e e ofo  
DaDaDakokokotataa andndnd WWWini neneebababb gogoo ppeoeoeoplplples ffromm thththeieieirr r lalalandndnds.s.s.
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Reliant on federal 
annuities promised in 
exchange for the sale 
of their lands, Dakota 
peoples faced starvation 
as they awaited 
delayed government 
payments and food 
shipments.

At the time of the Civil War, the Dakota or Eastern 
Sioux consisted of four tribal groups: Mdewakanton, 
Sisseton, Wahpeton, and Wahpekute. Having ceded 
ancestral lands along the upper Mississippi River and 
in central Minnesota to the United States through 
successive treaties since the early 1800s, by 1862 several 
thousand Dakotas resided on a narrow strip of land on 
the southwestern banks of the Minnesota River at the 
Redwood and Yellow Medicine Agencies. These 
Dakotas exchanged their lands for guarantees of 
annuities of cash, food, and materials from the 
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ThThThThhhhe e e eeeee DaDaDaDakokokokooootatatatata f f f felelelelt t t ththththe e e ee UnUnUnUUUnititititedededed SSSSStatatatetetes s ss
wawawawassss nonononot t t t lilililiiviviviviviingngngng uuupppp totototo ttttthehehehehe tttttrurururustststst 
rerererer lalalalatitititiionononononshshshshshhipipipipipipp ooooof f f f f kikikikkinsnsnsnsnn hihihihhippppp imimimimimimmplplplplplp icicicicitititittit iiiiiiiin n n nn nnn
thththththhe e eeeee trtrtrtrt eaeaeaeaeaaatitititittiesesesesee .... “T“T“T“T“TThehehehhhe uuuuuuultltlttltimimimimimmatatatatee e e aiaiaiaiim mm m ofofofofofof  
DaDaDaDaDDDDD kokokokotatatata lllllififififffe…e…e…e… wwwwwasasasasssa qqqquiuiuiiiuiiteteteee ssssssimimimimiimplplplple:e:e:e:  
ononononeeeee mumumumuumm stststtst ooooobebebebey y y y kikikiikikik nsnsnsshihihihihh pppppp rurururulelelees;s;s;s; oooonenenen  
mumumum stststsst bbbbbe e e e a a a aa gogogogoodododdod rrrrrelelelelellelatatataata ivivivive e e ... .. .”.””.”   
ElElElEEllalalala DDDDDDDeleleleeelororororrroriaiaiaiia, , YaYaYaYanknknknktototon n n nnn DaDaDaDakokokokootatatata

USUSU gggovovovererernmnmmmenenenent,tt  but accorrding to Dakota custotoms, this 
exexchangege ddid nnoto  cono cecede ssovereignty or ininfer infeririority. 
AnAnnunuitities s sysymbmbololizedd tthehe benevvolo ent nanature of f ththe 
“Greeata FFatatheher,” emembbodied in ththee pepersrsoon of ththe Amerricican 
prp esiddenent,, andd aaaffirffiffirmed the reeciciprprproccalll nnnattatatuuure of Dakakota 
kiik nsn hih pp tiieses. AcAAcA cococ rdrdining g toto tthehe kkkkininininshhhipip pppraractc iciceses oof the e
DaDaDakokokotatatata, , , , ththththee ee USUSUSU ggggovovovovererernmnmnn eneneentt heheheheh ldldld aaa pppoososo ititioioionnn ofof ttruruststt, , ,
rerrerereespspspspsps onononono sisisisiiibibibibib lilililil tytytytytyyy,,,, anananana d d d dd obobobobobobo lilililiigagagagagatititititiononononon iiiiinhnhnhnhhnnn erererererenenenenene t t t t t ininininin tttthihihihis s s s rerereelalalaaatititiionononoono shshshipipippip....
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TeTeTensnsnsioioionsnsns gggreerer w w w bebbebbetwttwtwweeeeeeeeeeee n nnn n
“f“fararmemer”r” DDakaka ototasas wwhohohhoho 
took part in government 
“c“civivililizizzatatioioi n”n” ppproror grgrgrramamamms,s,, 
dressing like whites 
and engaging in 
agriculture, and the 
“blanket”Dakotas 
who maintained 
traditional ways.
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Government agent 
Thomas Galbraith 
shshowoweded f favavororititisismm toto 
the Dakota who 
assimilated into 
whwhititee cucultltururee. 
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FuFuFuFurrr r trtrtrtradaddadaderererer AAAAAAndndndndnddrererrerewwwww MyMyMyMyyririririckckckk

JaJacob Nix’s 
store inn 
New Ulm, 
Minnnnesesoota

Relationships with 
trtradaderers s dedeteteririororatateded.
Each accused thhe othher 
of fraud. Trader Andrew
Myrick told the starvivvivv ng 
DaD kota they could “eat 
grass or their own dunng.g””

ByBBy tthe time the Lincoln administration took office in the 
sps riring of 1861, it inherited a deteriorating situation in
MMiinnnesota. Unfulfilled treaty obligations by the American 
ggoovevevvv rnment fueled mistrust. Disputes between Dakota 
ppeopople and federally licensed traders over trader claims of 
uunpapappp id debts and Dakota counter-claims of fraudulent
bobobbobobobobobbobb okokooo kek eping practices brought the two groups to the verge 

ffffofofofof vvvvviioioioiolelel nce. Abuse of Dakota women by government-
spsppps oonsosoored traders severely violated Dakota kinship 
ccuucuuststommms s and infuriated Dakota men. At the same time, 
dididididdd vviviv sisioonons within Dakota society between the “farmer” bands 
whwwhwhwwhwhw ooo papaarrticipated in US government-sponsored “civilization” 
prpprprprp oogogograraamms and the “blanket” Dakotas who rejected such 
aacaccaccocoommmmodation, threatened cultural cohesion. Groups of 
““f“fffararaarmememerr” Dakotas who adopted settler styles of dress, cut 
ththhhtheeir rr hhhahah iir, and practiced hoe-based farming became targets 
ooofoffo ssaababotage and physical intimidation by “blanket” Dakota 
wwhwhwhoooo rerer jejej cted such prp actices. Thomas Galbraith, the 
LLiLiLiLiLinncncncololo n-n appointed agent at the Yelloloww MeMedidicicinene aandnd 
RRReReReReddwdwood Agencies, further
fufufufueelelleded ddivivisisioionsns bbyy gigivivingng more
ffofooodod,, momoneney,yy, andnd ggoooodsds ttoo 
tthhe e e ee DaaDaDDakkokokottatata wwwhohohoho sssshohohohowewewew dd d anana  
iininni clclinnata ion too bbececomo e faarmers.s    
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By August 1862, despite the promising harvest due that 
fall, most Dakota suffered from hunger and the threat of 
starvation. Tensions rose to a critical level as Galbraith’s 
favoritism deepened divisions within Dakota society. 
Hungry, internally divided, confined to shrinking land 
bordered by settler communities, increasingly dependent 
on government annuities, and suspicious of unscrupulous 
traders, some Dakota men decided to take back their lands
through violent means. Fueled by rumors that the rebellion 
in the East distracted the Lincoln government, members 
of the Dakota war faction, made up of both “blanket” 
and “farmer” Indians, decided not to turn the killers of 
the Acton settlers over to US authorities. Instead, on 
August 18, the day after the killings, the pro-war faction 
attacked traders at the Redwood Agency.

Violence spread to the Yellow Medicine Agency and 
throughout western and central Minnesota. For three 
months the Minnesota frontier burned and bled. 
Desperate fighting occurred in pitched battles at 
Fort Ridgley, New Ulm, and Birch Coulee as well as in 
countless encounters at settler farms and homes. 
President Lincoln, alarmed by reports of spreading 
violence between indigenous peoples and white settlers, 
contemplated the possibility this “fire in the rear” could 
be the result of Confederate designs. In early September, 

WiiWithth nno o llegal 
rerecocourursese, DaDakokotata 
men seethed over 
the insults white 
settler men 
committed against 
Dakota women.
To many Dakota,
defense of their 
customs and their
lands justified 
the war.
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AnAn eeststimimatateded 
2020,0,00000 whiihitete 
sesettttlelers flfleded tthehe 
atattatackcks of 
ththee DaD kok ta.
ApA proximately 
808 0 were killed 
ini  the conflict.

he established the Department of the Northwest to
subdue the Dakota by military means. By late that month, 
after the Battle of Wood Lake, the Dakota War ended. 

Not all Dakota people engaged in the fighting. The 
prpro-o gogovevernrnmementnt DDakakototaa fafactctioionn sesecucureredd ththee sasafefe rreleleaeasese 
ofof ooveverr aa huhundndreredd sesettttlelerr prprisisononererss heheldld ccapaptitiveve bby y prpro-o
wawar r DDaDakkokottata bbbananddsds aa dndnd ttthhehen n ttuturnrn deded ttthhehemsms lelelveves s iinin tttoo USUSUS 
gogovevernrnmementnt ffororcecess fofor r prprototecectitionon.. ReRemamaininining g memembmberers s
of the Dakota war faction fled north and west, seeking g
allies among other tribes and sanctuary in Canada.  

ToTo mmosostt whwhititee sesettttlelersrs, DaDakokotata ppeoeoplplee hahadd cocommmmitittetedd 
ununprprovovokokeded, , ououtrtragageoeousus, , anandd mumurdrdererououss acactsts ooff 
viviololenencece.. IInn mamanyny ccasaseses DDakakototasas aattttacackekedd pepeopoplele ttheheyy 
hahad d knknowownn asas nneieighghboborsrs aandnd wwitith h whwhomom tthehey y hahad d
weathered frontier hardships. To Dakota historian 
WaWaziziyayatatawiwinn, tthehe vvioiolelencncee reresusultlteded ffroror mm “tthehe iinvnvasassioionn n 
and theft of our hommmelelelannnd,d,d, lllososossss ofofof lllififfe ee ddud e to ddisease,
rererepepepeatata ed incursions s inintoto wwwhahahat t was left of our land-base, 
ananandd d dadadailililyy y asasassasas ululultststs oon n ouo r waay ofo  life.” Most of 
seettttttlelel r rr sosos ciciietetety,y, uunanablb e e tot  separate pro-war from 
prprpro-o-o-gogogovevernrnrnmementnt DD kakota factions, beelilievededd aaalllll AAAmememeririricacacan n n 
InInIIndididiananansss toto bbbee e inini heherer ntly violelentt. Ass LLinini cocolnlnl ttololld d d d a aa 
MaMaMarcrcrcrch h h 181818636363 aaaaududu ieiei ncnce e ofof Ameericacan n InIndidianana vvvvisisisitititororors ss tototoo 
thththeee WhWhWhWhititite e e HoHoHousususe,e, “the grrreaaaat t didid ffeffefferererencncncnceeee bebebebetwtwtwtweeeeeeennnn thththt isisis
papapapalelee-f-f-ffacacacacedededed ppppeoeoeoplplplple eee anannd thht eieirr rereddd brbrrretetethrhrhrh enenenen”””” rerereeststststededded iiiin n n n ththhee
nananaatututurereree oooof f ff ththththe e ee lalalalattttttt ereree ““totot fififighghght t t anananand dd dd kikikikillllllll oooonenenene aaaanonononoththththerererer.”.”.” 
DeDeDeDespspspsppititteeee cocococompmpmpmplelelelexx xx ananand d compmpmpm etetetetee inininng g g g opopopopininininioioioionsnsnsn wwwwitititithihihihiihin nnn DaDDaDaDakokootata 
sososososs ccicicietetetetyyyy ovovoverererer ttthehehehe eeeefficfficfficfficacacaa y yyy oofofff ttthehehehe wwwwaararrrra aaaagagagagaininininsststst ttttthehehehhe wwwwwwhihihihihitetetetetees,s,s,s, 
ththhhthhtheee ididdddeaeaeaeae ooooof f f f ththththee eee sasasas vavavavagegegeg IIIIndndndnddn iaiaiaiaan n nn dodododomimimiminanananan teteteted d d d seseseetttttttlelelleleeer rrrr viviviviviv ewewewewewsssss
ofoffo tttthehehehe vvvvvioioioi lelelelencncncn ee ononononn tttthehehehe MMMMMMininnninnenenesosososotatatata ffffrorororoooontntntntnnn ieieieier.r.r.r.rr  

Brutality was 
rampant on both 
sides. This Dakota 
doll was found in a
fiefield aftfter a battle. 
MoMorere tthah n 150 
DaDakokotata ppeoeoplplee wewerere 
killeded iin ththee cocoonflnflicict.t.
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The impression of 
Indian “savagery”
was further fueled 
by Col. Henry Sibley’s 
exaggerated claims of 
the Dakotas’ abuse 
of white women.

NoNoNoNoNoot t t alllalll ll DaDaDD kootta peoeoplplee engaged 
ininninn ttthehehee fifififighghhtitingn . Prro-gogovev rnment 
DaDaDDaD kokook tata secececurru ede  thehe rrele ease of 
ovovovovvererrereer 111100000000 sssetetettltlerr ppririsosonners held 
cacacacaaptptptptp ivive ee bybyyy pppror -wwarar DDakota
babababbaandndndndds,ssss ddddeleleliviviverrining g ththemem safely 
atatatatatata CCCCCCCamaa pp ReReR lell asase.e. 

Official reports to the War Department’s telegraph 
office in Washington, D.C., during the late summer 
and early fall of 1862 drew on the settler idea of the 
imagined Indian. Lurking within the notion of 
savage Dakota men fighting on the Minnesota
prairies and farmlands resided the natural 
predilection that Indian men lusted after, captured, 
and raped settler women. Numerous dire and 
hysterical accounts from US military commanders
Col. Henry Sibley and Gen. John Pope, the men 
charged with pacifying the Minnesota situation,
confirmed this perception. Sibley wrote on 
September 17, 1862, that “brutes in human shape 
have fearfully abused their white captives, especially 
the young women, and girls of tender age.” Pope 
wrote on October 2: “Sibley recovered most of the 
white prisoners. Many of them were killed, and 
nearly all those recovered are young girls, who
have been shockingly abused.”    

Sibley’s claims surfaced as the military phase of the 
Dakota War ended, in large part, due to the actions 
of members of the pro-government Dakota faction. 
At great personal risk, they secured the release of 
settler prisoners from the war faction and made 
camp alongside Sibley’s forces at Camp Release, the 
army’s bivouac site on the upper Minnesota River.
Almost 2,000 Dakota people believed that as US 
allies they would return to pre-war conditions in 
their homes along the banks of the Minnesota River.
But Minnesota settlers could no longer imagine 
living in proximity to any Indians. The killings of 
hundn redsd  of settlers, many of whose bloated 
cacacacarcrcrcrcasasasassesesesessss ststststililill ll l dododod ttttttededed ttthehe ppprar irie, and the enduring 
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desire to secuure DDakak tota a anannddd WiWiWiWinnnnnn ebbebaago landndn s s fofoforr
whhite settlemem ntnt llefefefefttt t ththththee ee fafafaatetete ooff ththe pro-o-gogogovevev rnrnmment 
DDaDakkkokottata iiin nn thhththeeee hahahha dndndss ofof grieving gg anandd d vevenngngefefulul 
representta itives of the fededereralalal ggovovo erernmnmeent.

ThThee mimmililitataryryy comommimissssioionn ese tablished at Camp
ReReleleasasee byby CC lol. Henry Sibley gathered testimony
from Dakota men and witnesses against them. Vivid 
accounts of rampant sexual assaults against white 
settler women dominated much of the reporting 
from Minnesota and  the commission’s work. By
early November, 393 Dakota men had been tried 
before a military tribunal. Of that number, 303 wereee 
convicted and sentenced to death; some of their
trials lasted less than five minutes. The remaining 
men received lesser sentences. President Lincoln 
likely assumed that dozens, if not hundreds, of 
the condemned Dakota deserved to die for rapess ooff f f f 
white women. Concerned about the effects of a 
mass execution on his government’s internationaaaal 
standing and on the reputation of a Republican 
government fighting for its very existence, 
Lincoln urged caution until he could have 
the trial testimonies reviewed.

From thehe rrepeporo ts he’d d 
receivveded f fror m m Pope aand 
Siblbleyeyeyy,, LiLincoln asssusumed 
huhundndreredsd  of Daakkota men 
dedeseserved to didie for crimes 
against whhiite women. 
Only ttwowo were found 
guiltytyy oof f ththisis cchahargrge.e. 

SoSomme mmiilitary tribunals 
lal ststed llese s than five 
miminuutetes. Here, a 
whwhititee boy accuses a
DDaDakkota of involvement 
inin tthhe uprising.
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In late November the president assigned two members 
ofofo tthehe Justice Department to review the military 
cocococ mmmmmisissision’s trial transcripts. Fearing undue clemency 
frfrfrommmom LLinincoolnln, Minnesota politicians joined the cries to
exexe ecececutute ee alala l l thhthee coc ndemned men, writing the president 
thhthtt atatt DDDakakaka otototaaa a memen n cac ptured “nearly one hundred women 
annnnna d dd ddd yooyoyy unnu g gg gigig rlrlrlrls,s,s aanddn in nearly every instance treated 
thhtht emem wwwwwwwittithhh fiefieendndn isissishh h brbrb ututality.” Graphic accounts fueled
exexxxe isisisistiitingng bbbbbbelelee ieiefsfsf aaaboboob ututuu ttheheh ssavage nature of the Indian and 
cooonvnnnvinninininceec d d LiLiLiLiLLiLinccn ololln nn ththhhatataa tttheheh JJustice Department review 
wwowoww ululululd ddd upupupphohoh ldddddd ttttttheheh ccoononnvivivivictctiooi nsns of sufficient numbers of 
DaDaDaDaD kokokk taaa mmmenenneen ““prp oovoovovo ededd ggguiuiu ltlttlty y y offo vviolating females.” The 
reviivvieweweweww ddeetetetererrmimimm nned dddddd thhtt atata ttttwowooow ccasa eses of the 303 confirmed 
thththththe raraaapepepepee oof ff whwhhwww ititii e e wwoooommeemmmmm n.n.n SSStitiilllllll , , LiiL ncn oln determined that 
tthththhhtht e eeee blloooooodd ddd lul stststt of ff thht e e MMMiMMM nnneesesotottaa a ses ttttlers could not be 
aasasssssuuagagagaa eddd bbbbyy yy thhheeee exexxxxeeccutu ioioioioioi n n ofoff oonlnnlnly y twwt oo Dakota warriors. 
HHeeeH ordddrddere eddded aaaa sseccccononnndd eexaamamama ininaatattioionn n oof ttheh  trial transcripts,
seseeekkke ining g ttottt eexexexeeccuc tetetete ppeooee plple eeee whwhhw o o papap rrtrtr icicippata ed in 
““mmmmasassa sasasacrcreeesee ” ofoffofo sssete tltlttlererrs ss assa ddddddisisii titingngguiuishshshs eedd ffrom those who
pppapaartrtticici ipippattededeede  inn n babaabbattt leleess aaaggaiainsnsnssnst t ggoovveev rnrnnnmem ntnt forces. 
LiLiLiLiincncoololo nn’’s s ppoooolitiicaaacac l l l caalclcclcl ulululuuss, , aasasasaa hhe e wwrwrw oototo ee inn his report 
totooo thhe UUUUS S S Seenannan tee iiiinnn n DeeeD cececc mmbbmm errrrrr 1886622,2, ““ttotoo nnotot act with so 
mmumuuuchhc ccclemmmennccccy yyy asass tttooo ennnncocoouurragggggee aananootthehheer r ouutbt reak. . .
nooon rr wiwiththh sooo mumuuuuchcc ssseevevvvere iititi y y aasasa tto oo beeb rreeaae l l ccrcrueu ltlty,” resulted 
innni ttthhheh ccoonno ddeemnmnnnataaa iooonn nn oof 444400 DDaaDD kokoootaa ssoolldidiierers.s OOn 
DeDDecceembmbeeer 2266, aaftftftfter ttwwwowo oof f ththhhee coooooonddn ememmmnneeed d reecec ived 

The Dakota,
whhwhooo hahah d d long held 
back theirir aaangngngerer over
other abuses, beegagaann 
to speak of how the 
trtrada ers had treated 
DaDaD kokotata wwomen 
ovovo erer tthehe yyeaeaeeeae rsrs..
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ThThououghgh iinvnvese tigations found only two 
DaDakok tata gguiuiltl y of crimes against women, 
LiLincncololn n fefeltlt only two executions wouldn’t 
sasatitisfsfy y ththe e sesettler’s sense of justice. He 
orordederered d ththee hanging of 36 others who’d 
tatakekenn paparrt in attacks against settlers 
rarathherer tthahan against soldiers.

James Lynd’s 
violations of 
Dakota kinship 
customs allegedly 
led to his killing 
on August 18.
The Dakota 
believed he 
deserted his 
Indian wife and 
child for another
woman months 
before the war.

clemency, 38 Dakota soldiers swung from the gallows 
erected in Mankato, Minnesota, for their participation 
in the Dakota War. It remains the largest mass 
execution in United States history.

Even as the US and Confederate governments sought to 
adhere to the emerging rules of war, violence against women 
remained an integral aspect of the expression of belligerent 
power. Perceptions of Dakota violence against settler women 
shaped the punishment meted out to Dakota men by the 
Lincoln administration. The experience of violence and 
violation endured by Dakota women at the hands of settler 
men and US soldiers, on the other hand, remained obscured. 
By the 1850s “abuse of marriage customs” disturbed Dakota 
men who felt government-sponsored traders took young 
girls for sexual partners and then abandoned them, a severe 
violation of Dakota kinship customs. Dakota descendent 
Elden Lawrence speculates that violations of Dakota gender 
customs by James Lynd, a clerk at a store on the Redwood 
Agency, led to his killing on August 18. Married to a Dakota 
woman with whom he had a child, his Dakota family believed 
“he deserted them for another Indian girl months before” 
the war. Historian Mark Diedrich concludes that as traders 
withheld credit from starving Dakota families during the 
summer months of 1862, “Dakotas, who had long held back 
their anger over other abuses, began to speak of how the 
traders had treated the Dakota women over the years.”
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Beefore the war,
Episcopal Bishopp 
Henry Whipple wrwroto e 
President Lincoln,n, 
“The United Stateses 
has virtually leftf  
the Indian withoutut 
protection. Thefts,
murders and rapes 
are common and 
nono oone pays. . . 
atattetentntioion.n.”

InnI ffacact,t  insnsnsnsteadd ooff f rarrampmpm aananntt annd d d rarar ndndn ooomomomo vvvvvvioioiolelel ncnce e e agagaagagaiaia nsnst tt
whww ititeses oonn the e MMiMiinnnnnesessototo a a a frfronontiiereerr,, DDDaDaDaDD kokokotatataaaa ssssssoldidiererere ss ss
spsparareed ddozozozzenneee s s ofofofo  settltlerersss ddue tototo tthehhehee exiiststtstenenenenenennceccc  of kikikikinsnsnsnsshihihh ppp
rerelaatitionnsships.s. BBButututu vviioolaatititionons ofofofoff ssuucucuccccch kinsnssn hhihihihihipppppp obobligaatitiiononononno s s ss
byby ssete tlllererr mmenn,, esese ppepeciialallylyyl tthehee aaaabubububussssesesss  andd aabababababaandndnnnn onnmentnt 
ofo DDaakototta aa wowommemenn, infnfuurrriaiated d d DaDaDaD kkkkkokokkk tat  menennnn. AcAcAcAcAcAAccococordrddrddinininninngg g g totoo 
WaWammdittaanankakakk , , a a MMddewewakakkaana toon n n n veveveveveeeeteteteteteran offfff tttttthhhhehe DDDDDakaka otota aa WaWWWaWaWaWaar,rr,rr, 
“s“ssomme oofof thee whhihitete mmmmenenn aaaabubuseeeeddd ddd thththhhhee InI diaanananan wwwwomommomomenenene iiiin nnn a aaaaaa
ceceerttaainn wwaway anand d d dididiisgsgraraceceedd ththemeemememm,,,,, aananana dd d sus rrerer lylylyy tttheheheeheh rrereree wwwwwassasss nnnnnnnooooo
exexcucusese ffororor thaat.t.””” RRenonoownwnnw ededddd IIndndndddiaiaiaiaannn rererer fofoformmrmmere  andnddndnd 
MiMiM nnnnesesototota a EpEpisscococopal l BiiBishshhshooopopo HHHHHHenenenenrryyyy WWWhihihippppppplelelele wwrootete tttooo
PrPrP essididennnt t Lincncololo nn n inin MMMararararchchchchhh 1111118686868686868662,22,2 fifififivevevvvv mmononnonthththths ss bebeb foforeeer ttthehhe 
DaDaDakokotata WWWarararr: : “TTheheh UUUniniteteeedd dd Statattttatesesesesesese hhhhhasasa  virtuualalallalala lylylylylylylly lllllefeffefefe t tt thhhee
InIndididid annn wwiti hohohohout ppproroor tetectctioooioi n.n. Theheheheeeftftftftffts,s,s,s, mmmmmurdersrs aaaandnddndd rrrapapapapppppesesesess aaarererer  
cocommmmmmoon aaannndnd nno o ononne e papapaaysysysyssysys mmmmororororrro e e eeee atatatattattetetetetentn ioi n tot ttheheeemmmmm mm thththththhananannan 
ifif tthhey y wew rereee sswiwinenene ””.”. WWWWWWititititithohhohohoh ututututt rrrrecececececcououououuouourssrrsrse e tot llawaw oor feefededed ral 
popolilil cy, , DaD kokooottatta mmmmenenene sssseeeeeeeethththhedededd oooooveveveveveeverrrrrr thththththththhhhe eeee inninsuus ltlts s whitite e
sesettttt leler memen  cocoommmmmmmmm ititititittetetetet dddd agagaga aiaiainsnsnsnst t t ttt DaDaDaDaDaDaDDaD kokkkokokokotataatatataa wwwwoomenn. InInnnn pppppaarararrt,t, 
ththe ee AAcActoton  kikikikilllllllininingsgsgsgss rrrreleleleleaeaeaaseseses d dd thththheieieiiir r rrr fufufufufufufufufuryryryryryryryyy..

SuSuSubjbbjeect totototo aaaaabububub sesese,,, sesesesexuxuxuuxx alallalaa vvvvioioioiooleleleeeencncnccn e,e,, aandndn aaabbaabandndndndndndonnonoono mmentntntntttttn   
bebeffoorere tttheheeeh DDDDDakakakototota a a WaWaWaWaWW r,rr,r,r,, DDDDakakakakakototototta aaaa wowoow mememeenn n fafafaceed ddddddd momommomomorereeeeeeree 
ththhrreeatatenenennininnnngg cicircrcumummststtstss ananananncecececeec ssss s afafafafa tet r r rr thththhththhheeeee wawawwaw rr.r. AAAAs sss prprprrooo-oo
gogoveveernrnrnnmememememeemm ntntntn  Dakkotota babbababandnn s camppeddeddd aaaalolongnggsisisidededdedee 
CoCoC lolooneneneneel l ll SiSiiS blblb ey’ss ffororcees s ss ataa  Cammppppp ReReReReelleleleleeasasasasasase,e,ee  
SiSSiiblbleyeyeyy ooordrdrdderererererededede tttthehehehe aaaarrrrrrrrrresesesestt tt offfofff seveveererereralalalaalll hhhhhhununununnunnunnddrdrdrdrrdredee  
ununnnsusususuusppsps ecctitiingnngn  Dakakotota a memememen. WWitithohohohoooutuutututuuutu tttttttheheheheheeheeeeirirr 
huhusbs anannndsd aandndndnn  nommininnalalal ppppror tectctctctorororors,s,s,ss,s,s,s DDDDDDakakakkakkakakakaka ototottta a a a
wowowowooomemmm n nn n aaananndd gigigiggg rlrlrlrlssss atatatatatatat CCCCCCCamamamammamppp ReReelelelleleaasasase eeee eee fafafafafaceccecceeeceeed d ddddd 
omoomo ininininnnnnouuuoo ssss fafafatetetees.ss.s. SSSSibibibleleleey’y’y’y’y ssss acacaaaaa coounnntststssss ccccoonononononoo firfirfirfifirfirfirrrrrm m m mmm
ththhhe ee deespspspsppspeeererratattte,e,e,e, vvvuulululu nenenenerarararr blblblbleeee sisisituuatatatioioioooioonnn n n n nn ininininini wwwwwwwhihihiccchhcc  
huh ndnddn reeer dddsdsd ooooof ff DaDaaDaDakokokokok taatata wwwwwomooommomomenene  fouuuuoundndnddndndndd ttttheheheheemsmsmmsmsmsselelelee vevevevevevevv s.s.ss.s. 
SiSiSiSiSiS blblbllbb eyeyeyy wwwwrororor teteteee ooonnnnn OOcccO totototobebebebebeer rrrrr 13131313: : “T“T“TTheeehehee ppppppppoooooooooooo rrrrr wowwoowowowoow mmmeemmmm n n n n

anananananana d d dd ccchhilililildrdrrrdd eenenenne iiiin n nn thththht e e e lololololoodggdgdgd eseseses wwwwwerererere ee e tttthhhththeeeee vveveryryryryryry pppppiciii tureee 
ofofofofofofooo ddddisisisi trtrrreessseeeessss,s,, wwwwhhhheheheehennn n thththhheyeyeyey llleaeaeaeaarnrnrnrnrnededeedede tttthahahahah t thththeyeyyeyyy wwwwererererreree eee totototot  
prprprprprprprpppp oocococceeeeeeed ddd toototooto jjjjoioiioioinnn nnnn thhhthhththeiieieeie rrr r kiikikiinddnddrrereeereedddd d aatatatat YYYYYelelelllololooww w ww MeMeMeMMediddiiiicicicicinenen  
wiwiwiwiwwiwwwwithththththt ououuuouout thhhheie rr r nnattuuuurarrr l prottttteceeectotoorsrsrssrs ””... AAAAAAAAAA fffffffewewee ddayayayaaya s s laalateteer rrr
SSiSiSiSiSSiSSS blbbblbleeeyeyyy ddoococco ummmmennntetetedd the auudididiid blblllb e e ananguguisish h h h ofofofofof DDDDDakakakotota a
wwowwwowowowoww mememeemm n:n ““ThThhhe ppoooooro wwomomomomenenenenenen’s’s’s’s’s’s’s wwwwwaiaiiaiailililiingngngnggngggsss s s whhwhwhhwhwhennenenen 
sesesesesesss pppapaap rrratteeted ffrfrromommm tttheh irr hhususbababaaaandndddndss,ss,s,,, fffff tatatatatatttatheheheheheheeh rrsrrrr ,, && & sonsn , ,
ararararaaa eeeee pppiteeteet ouuououuuo ssss s ininininnnnddedededeeededeedededed ””... BBBBBBBy y y y y y OcOOcOcOOcOcO tototobeber rr r 252525252525255,,, SiSiSiiblbllbllb eyeyeyeey’ss diaaryryryy 
coccococococconnfinfifirrmrmmmr edededdeded tttttheheheeehe wwwwworororororstststststt ffffffeaeaeaeaeaeaarsrsrsrsrr oooffff DDaDaDaDaaakkokokokokkkotataaatata wwwwwwwoomomenene aas s 
hhehhhhehehehe dddesssssccribibbeedee tthhehehe iiinfinfilttttrararratitititiononnonono ooof f the e DaDaDaDaDaDaDaDDDDD kokokokokokotattat ccamammmpppp

bybybybybybybybybbybb hhhhhhisi mmmmenn:: “II fififinndndnd tttttthehehehheeh ggggggrererererereatatatata esesesttttt didididid fficcfficffiffiffi ulultytyyyyyy iiiinn n 
kekekekkkekkekekeekkekkkeepepepepepee inni ggg gg thhhee ee mmenn n ffrfrfrooomomom ttttheheheheheh IIIIndn ian n wowowoooomemememem nn n n wwhww ennn 

ththththththtththhththee e e ee ee ccaccacaammpmpmpmps sss araraarrreeee cclcloososo e e ee totototogegeg ththththththhhheererer.. II I I hahahaveveveeee aaaaaa sssstrtrtrtrrtronononononng gggg linene 
ofoofofofoofofofofofofofofofofofofof ssssssssseneneneneeneene ttittiiiit nnnneneen lslslss eeeenntnttntiririreelellle y y yy aaarrrara ououououounndndndndnd mmmmmmmy y yy cacacacacaccampmpmppppp,,, tototototooto kkkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeeee pppp every y y y   

     ooooooooooooooooofficffiffifficfficfficfficfficfficffifficffiffiffi ereererrrerr aaanndndndd sssoololololdidididierererer fffrororomm m m m gogogogogg ininnini g g ggg ououoouououut tttt wiwiwwiwiw ththt ououuo tt t mymymymymmy 
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SiSiSiSiblblbbleyeyeyy dddesesscrcrcrribibedededed hhhhisisiis 
memm n n ass “wildldld aas s dedeere ”
and noted, “I find the 
greatest diffiifficuc lty in 
keepinng the men from 
thhe Indian women
when the camps 
are close together.”

Sepap rarateted frfromom 
ththeieir r husbaandss,
fafathherre s,s, aaandndd ssoons, 
Dakokok tatata wwomomenenen hhhada  
no proteectc ioioi n n frfromom 
the soldieiersrsss 
guarding thehem.m.m  

pepepp rmmrmisi sionon;; bubbut,t, ssomomomee e waway y orrr 
otothehheer,r, aa fffewew oooof ff f thththe e sosoldldieieeersrsrsrs 
mamamanannagegeg  to o oo gegegeg t tt amamonononggg g tthththt eee gagag lsls,—,———
anandd ddd ththhheee lalalatttterer,, III nononoottititicecece, , , tatatakekeke 
cacacaarrreeeere nnototo tto o giggigigivveve aanynyny aaalalalaarmrrmrmmm.”.””.”.””  

SiSiblblblblbleyeeyeye ’s’s’ss aaaccccccououountntntntntsss ofofofofo sexe ual 
asasasasa ssasaauluult tt ofofof DDDDakakoto a womeen nnn bybyy 
sosoooldldldieieiersrsrssr uuuundndndnder his comommamandnd 
atatatatatta CCCCCamammmppppp Releasse e cocontrast 
sttsss arkly wiwwwwiw thth tthehe rabid 
dededededededdeeescscririiptpttptptioioioionss of ff DaDaDaDaDakokkokokoootatata mmmmenene  rapping settler r wowomemen n 
foof rwrwrwwwrwwwarararardedededed dddddd totototototooto PPPPPPPrereesisis dededddeddentntntnt LLLLininincococolnln.. SiS blb ey’s wworordsds iiiimpmpmplilieded 
mumumumumm ttutututuututu lallaality y yy aanaa d d consent:t ““I hahh vevevee aaaboboboutut two thoousu and d memen.n. 
... ..... . WiWiiiiWithththhthhtt ttthaahahat t nunun mbmbmbmberererer ooooff f memem n,n, mososososttt t ofofo tthehem m wiwildld aas s ded er,
ananananannannannand ddd dd twtwwwtwwo ooooo ththhououousasasandnnd IIIndnddiaiaiansnsns ooof f ala l l agages aaandnddn bbototh h sexes, 
IIII I I hahahahahahahahavevevevevevvevve mmmmmmy y yyyy hahahahahandndndnds ss fufuffuullllllll iiin nn enenene fofofoforcrcrcining gg ststriririctct dddississsciciciplplpline,e bbbbutu
I II I III hahahahahahah veveveveveve sssssucucucucucucu cececceceededdddeee edded ppprereeeettttty yy weweweeellllllllllllll iiin nn n dodododoininining g g sososo.””.”

ThThThhe e eee e bububububbubuuullklklklkllll oooooofffffff f f SiSiSiSiblblblbleeyey’s’ss ffffororrro cecececees sssss ininininin ttttttheheheheh ffffalalalllll ll oofofof 111868686686222 2 wwewwerererer  
mumumumustststtererererredededededed fffroror m m m MiMiiMiinnnnnnnnnnnnn eesesesototottotaa aaa ttototownwnwnwnns s s s ananand dd d d fafafaf rmrmrmrms. Thehesese 
reererer cececec ntntnt vvvvolooolununununteteteteeteererereree sss hahahaddd lililittttttttlelelele mmmmmmmililililililititititi araraa yyy yy trtrrrrt aiaiaiaia ninininngng aanddn ooftftenen 
bobobobobb rererererer hhhhososostititiitiililililillilitytytt ttowwowararrdd DaDaDaDaDaaDaakkokokokkkkk tatataa pppeoeoplplle.e. UUUnfnfnfamma ililiai r with 
dededdeed atatatatatatta hhhhhh anananana dd d d dededed cacacayiyiyiyiyiyiiyiyy ngngngngngnngngngn bbbbbbododododddieieieieei ss,s,s,ss, mmmmanna yy ooff tthheheehessses  menen returned 
tototo ccccamamammamammp pp pp p p p frfrfrfrfrfrrfromomomomommm bbbbbbbbbburururururururiaiaiaiaiaalllll dedededdeddd tatatatatachchchhhhchhmememementntntn ssss dudududuuuririririringngngn wwwhiichh they
hahaah ndndndndddleleleled d d dd thththththththt ee e eeee blblblbllbbb oaoaoaoaoaaaao tetettteteteeted dd d dddd d bobboboboboob dididididididieseesesesee oooooooooofff f seses tttleler mmememen,n,n, wwommene , annnd dd 
chchilildrdrenn, , sosososomemememe ssssscaacacacaac lplpplplplplpedededededded, ,,,,, ototototoototheheheheheheh rrsrsrs aaappppeaeariringngngng mmutilatateded ddueue 
totototott eeexxpxpposososo ururure,e,e,e, oooor r shshshowowowwwwininining g g gg evevevevvvvidididididdidi enenenenencececee oooooofff f brrbb uutu alal mmurrdeder.r  
AmAmAmmAAA iddsttstst sssucucucuchh ananann aaatmtmtmmtmosoososo phphphpherererrrrre,e,e,,e, SSSSSSibibi lelelelel y’y’y’y’y’s ss s s ssusuggggesestiionono  of f f
cococccc nsn ennsusualalal ssssexexexexexexxxxxuauauauauuau ll ll l liliilililiaaiaiaiaisosososoonsnsnsnsns bbbbbbbbetetetetetete weweeenenennnn hhhhhisisisi sssolollddiiererss ananana d dd
DDDDakokokk tata wwommennenn aaaddddd ss tototoo ttthehheheee ooooffeffeffeffeensnsnsnnsesesesss hhhisisis wwororordsdssd oobsbscucurer .
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PoPolilicicieses aandnd aattttititududeses wwhihichch pperermimitttteded rrapapee, aassssauaultlt,
and murder of Dakota women by US soldiers continued 
atat FForortt SnSnelellilingng,, nenearar SStt. PPauaull. WWitithh ththeieirr fofoodod ssupupplplieiess
dedeststroroyeyed d byby UUS S sosoldldieiersrs aandnd mmosost t DaDakokotata mmenen eeititheher r
heheheldldld cccapapaptititiveveve ooorrr ininin flflfligigighththt, momomorerere ttthahahannn 111,000000000 prprpro-o-o gogogovevevernrnrnmemementntnt 
DaDakokotata eeldldererlyly, wowomemenn, aandnd cchihildldrerenn spspenent t ththee wiwintnterer oof f
1862-63 imimprrisi oned behind a stockade fence below the 
wawallllss ofof FForo t SnSnelellil ng. Guarded by the perpetrators of 
sesexuxualal vvioiolelencncce e e anand d reremomovevedd frfromom ttheheirir mmalalee prprp ototecectotorsrs, ,
DaDaDaD kokok tata wwwomomomenen bbececamamee cocommmmonon aandnd ppubublilicc tatargrgetetss ofof 
viviololenencece. ThThhThe ee StSt. PaPaulul DaD ililyy UnUnioionn wwrorotete oonn NoNovevembmberer 222:2:

A day or two aagogo ttheh  newspapers announced that 
a sqquaw had been accididenentatallllyy shshotot aatt ththee FoFortrt,, byby 
sosomem  soldiere s engaged in target prpraactiticece. ThThee trtrututhh
ofof tthehe mmata ter appears to be, that the squaws 
hahaveve bbeeeen n in a habit of gathering wood for their 
campmppfireses aandnd one of them, thus engaged, having 
wawandndderere eded ssommeeee
lilittttlele ddddisistatatancn e
frfromom tttthehehe 
enenncacampmpmpmpmpmementntn ,,
wawas s s s seseseeizizizi edededd bbby y a a 
nunuuumbmbmbmmbm erererreree oooof f f f
sososososososososoldldldldldldldldieieieieieieieei rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrrs  
anananananananand d d d d d d d brbbrbbrbrbbb ututututtuu aalallyylyy 
ououououououtrtrtrtrrtrtrrt agagaagagagaga edededdededddeddd....
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Dakotas 
imprisoned in 
stockade at 
Fort Snelling.
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Where Dakota people once lived 
peaceably in the shadow of 
Fort Snelling, they were now 
imprisoned below its walls.

Dakota women imprisoned at Fort Snelling suffered 
in the aftermath of the Dakota War as the idea of the 
“savage Indian” erased the distinction between ally and 
enemy in the minds of many white settlers. Missionary
Thomas Williamson wrote on December 1, 1862:

The popular feeling in Minnesota demands the 
execution of all who are in confinement . . . . 
Many suppose they are all murderers and say
whether . . . murderers or not they ought all to 
be killed because they are of the same race as the 
murderers and almost all insist that the whole 
race be exterminated or at least dddriven far
from the borders of Minnesota.

In the spring of 1863, Congress ordered
the forced exile of most of the 
pro-government Dakotas and all 
Winnebago people from Minnesota.

A friend of the Dakota, 
missionary Thomas 
Williamson was 
concerned about the 
demand of many white 
settlers to execute all 
Dakota people, not just 
those who were 
convicted of crimes.
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Letters, written by the Dakota men spared from 
execution and imprisoned at Camp McClellan near
Davenport, Iowa, confirm the insidious nature of 
violence against Dakota women perpetrated by those 
assigned to guard and protect Dakota people in the 
aftermath of the war. Translated by Clifford Canku, 
a Dakota elder and professor at North Dakota State 
University, the letters detail the rapes of Dakota women 
who worked at the prison by US soldiers.

SeSettttleler r ana d sos ldldier acts off viiollence aagaainii stt DDakak tota 
women, heinous in naature, rer presented d a conntininuauatitionon 
ofofoff ttthehehehe aaaassssssauauauultltltlt oooonnn n DaDaDDakokokootatatata cculululltututurererere eeencncnccododededd iin n nn reremomomoovavavaval,l,l, 
coc nccentration, and civilizattioi n policies sponsoro ed bby y
ththhee e fefefededed rarall gogovevernrnmem ntt. DeD spspiti e e dedecadeess of adaptation 
ana dd rerelilianancece oon n kikikinsnsnshihiihipp p nenenetwtwtworororksksksk ,, bybyby tthehe 1185850s0 DDakakotota a a
society exexpep ririenenceced d d ththe e e ululu tiitimamateete nnuluullililificficficatatatioioii nn ofoff 
kinship custtoms ththrorougugh h ththtt e e viviolololo atatioioon n ofof DDDakakakototo aa a wowow mmemen n n
at theh  hannds of federallly lilicecensnseded ttrar ders andn UUS SSS soolddieii rs.
OOncec  Dakoto a men went to war r tot  deffenndd their r hoh nor,r  
ththeieir r llannd, anand d ththeir cultural practiccese , settler society, 
coconfinfirmrmeded iinn its s imaggini ed view ofof tthe savage Indiana , 

Though much 
healing has occurred, 
anger and sadness 
of the settlers’ 
descendants over 
the Dakota War 
continued for decades 
and still lingers today. Guards would rape the women at night near the 

prison cells. When they [guards] came after the 
women at night, they [Dakota men] didn’t have no 
recourse but to sing and to let them know, and pray 
to let the women know ‘we’re leaving you in the 
presence of God. Because if we were able to help we 
would have stopped what’s going on. But we can’t.’
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Every generation 
of Dakota people 
must deal with the 
sorrow and tragedy 
of the 1862 war. 
The quest for 
reconciliation and 
justice continues.

Some Dakota seek healing 
through spiritual means. 
“This painting depicts a Dakota 
man during the Vision Quest. 
He is seeking an answer to the 
troubles of this physical world.”   
–Lyle Miller, artist and teacher 
of Dakota heritage

unleashed savage violence in response, making no 
distinction between Dakota allies and enemies. Abraham 
Lincoln directed the turning point in Dakota history and 
in US Indian policy. In August 1862, as Lincoln awaited 
news from Gen. John Pope during the Battle of Second 
Manassas, the settler town of New Ulm, Minnesota, lay
burned and abandoned. The pro-war Dakota faction’s 
aim of securing better treaty terms by killing as many 
settlers as possible and thereby instilling “fear
through vigorous action” seemed imminent. Lincoln 
adminiists ration officcials suspected that the violence 
in Minnesota represented a “fire in the rear,” a 
Confederate led conspiracy to encourage a generalized 
Indian resistance movement throughout the West.  
BrB itisish h susupppporrt t for the Coonfede ereracy anand perhapaps for r
ththee DaDDDakokokk tata WWarar sseeeemememm ddd plplauausisiiiibllblle.e. TTTThhehhe ttthrhhreaeatetenenedd
division of the United States innntottt  two rival republics 
mimititigagatetedd fefedederarall popowewerr anandd mamaaaaadededddd DDakakototaa gogoalals s  
coconcnceieivavablblee. DDururiningg ththe e UnUnioion’n ssssss momom stst 
vuvulnlnererabablele yyeaearr ofof tthehe CCivivilil WWarar, , 
Abraham Lincoln directed a militararaarrrraraararizi ed 
InInIndididianan pppolololicicicy y agaggaiaiainsnsnsttt DDaDakokokok tatata  
peoples, ordered the larargestt mass
executtion in American history, 
anand endodorsr ede  thehe foro ceceedd d 
reeemoovavall ofof DDDakakaka ototota a a a
anannnd d WiWiinnnnnnn ebebbagaga ooo pepepeopoppleleess
frfrfrf omomomom MMMMinininnenen sososotatata, , , acacaca titionono s s s
whwhwhwhiciicch hh h ininiinititttiaiaiateted d dd ththhhe eee
Inndidididianananan WWWWararrrs ss ininn tttthehehehe 
yeeearararsss tototo ccomome.e.
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By recent estimate, 750,000 people died in the 
American Civil War. It’s an astonishing number, 
given that 3,000,000 men fought, and that the 
population of the United States at the war’s 
onset was less than 31,000,000. Not counted 
in that 31,000,000 American citizens were 
the 20,000 American Indian soldiers who 
fought, despite being denied American 
citizenship at the time, including the 
Anishnaabek of Michigan.

Company K of the 1st Michigan 
Sharpshooters was the largest all-Indian 
regiment in the Union Army east of the 
Mississippi River. It consisted of 146 men, 
139 of whom were Anishnaabek, the 
indigenous people of the Great Lakes. 
The Anishnaabek is made up of the 
Odawa/Ottawa, Ojibway/Chippewa, and 
Potawatomi tribes. The members of 
Company K hailed from various 
regions within Michigan, but primarily 
from the Lower Peninsula. Ancestral 
communities such as Cross Village, 
Bear River (Petoskey), Isabella, 

Soldiers in the Shadows: Company K, 
1st Michigan Sharpshootersg p
Eric Hemenway, Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
Sammye Meadows, American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association
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Company K of the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters gives us one 
of the most interesting and lesser known stories of the war. 
In 1863, as the Union Army was desperate for more soldiers, 
Michigan enlisted natives from the Odawa/Ottawa, Ojibway/
Chippewa, Potawatomi, and other Great Lakes tribes into this 
company. Company K joined the Army of the Potomac in its 
Overland Campaign in 1864, and participated in the Battle 
of the Crater at Petersburg in July 1864. The members of 
Company K served through the remainder of the war, and 
returned to their homes in Michigan. 
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Harbor Springs, Pentwater, Mackinac, Charlevoix, Burt 
Lake, Sault Ste. Marie, Saginaw, St. Ignace, and Northport 
saw their young men join the ranks of Company K. 

Why would a group of American Indians from the ancient 
forests and lakes of Michigan, who were not recognized 
as US citizens, who had no voting rights, and who were 
being ruthlessly dispossessed of their lands and rights, 
fight in the Civil War? The compelling story of Company K 
does not necessarily lie in the details of the battles they 
fought, but rather in the history of the Michigan tribes 
leading up to the Civil War and the complexities of 
Indian Country during the 1860s.
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With this 
monument in 
front of its Capitol 
building, the State 
of Michigan pays 
tribute to the service 
of its native sons 
in the Civil War.



Long before the Civil War, long before the United States 
became a nation, the Anishnaabek had been fighting 
for centuries to continue calling their towns and d viviviillllllllll agagagagagagaggaagagagesesesesesesssss 
home. They had successfully resisted Andrew JaJaaackckckkkkkkkkccksososososoosoosoooooosoooooon’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’n’nn sssssssssssssssssssssssssss
removal and relocation policies of the 1830s. AtAttAttAt ttttttttheheheheheheheheheheheehee 
beginning of the Civil War in 1861, the Michhigigggganananananananann tttttttttttttttttttririririririririririririririiir bebebebebebbebebebebebebbbebebebeebeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssss
were still reeling from treaty negotiations innnn 111838383838383838366666666666666666666666
and 1855, which forced them to cede awayy mmmmmmilililililililillililililililiionononononononnonononno ssssssssssssssssss
of acres of their traditional homelands in oordrdrdrddrdrdrdererereeeererrerrererrerrrrr ttttttttttttttttttttttttto o ooooo oo oooo oooooooooo
stay in Michigan. Within a few decades folllllololollolowwiwiwwiwiwiwiiiwiiwiwiiingngngnngngngngnggngngngngnnnngngngnggggnggg 
the War of 1812, the Odawa, Potawatomi, anndddd
Ojibway lost free access to entire northern ststatatatatatatata esesesesesese  
and became confined to a mere few counties. BBBBBy y y yy y
the time the men of Company K were allowed to o o o oo
serve in the Union Army, their tribal communities sss s hahahahahahahahaaaahahhahad dddd ddddd d d d ddd
been marginalized, fragmented, and disenfranchisedededdd. 
So, what compelled these men to fight?

As the war began, many tribes, including the 
northern Michigan Odawa, were trying to renegotiate 
their treaties. It is possible that some of the men of 
Company K saw their participation in the war as 
political leverage when the time came for the Odawa, 
Ojibway, and Potawatomi to enter into new treaties 
that would secure more rights to land, hunting, and 
fishing for their people. 

The struggle to obtain equal social standing was also a 
strong motivator for Anishnaabek men to join Company 
K, as was the offer of financial security in difficult 
economic times. American Indian soldiers wore the 
same uniform and received the same pay and benefits 
as white soldiers. Many probably hoped they would 
gain the right to vote. But voting rights were extended to 
Indians only if they were a “civilized male inhabitant of 
Indian descent, a native of the United States and not 
a member of any tribe,” reported the Detroit Daily 
Advertiser in 1860. Indians had to “prove” they were 
civilized and had to renounce their tribal identity. From
the French and Indian War of 1754-61 to Pontiac’s
Rebellion in 1763 to the War of 1812, the Anishnaabek had 
fought the British and Americans in order to retain their
homelands and their cultural identity. Since the men in 
Company K were still fighting hard for their treaty rights
and for recognition as the independent sovereign nations 
they had been for centuries, the right to vote was not as 
important to them as might be expected.

From the French and 
Indian War of 1754-61 
to Pontiac’s Rebellion in 
1763 to the War of 1812, 
the Anishnaabek fought 
the British and 
Americans to retain 
their homelands and 
their cultural identity. 

Odawa War Chiefs 
Jean-Baptiste Assiginac
and Mookmanish of the 
Little Traverse Band 
fought in the War of 1812.
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Odawa War Chief 
Jean-Baptiste Assiginac

Odawa War Chief 
Mookmanish
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Many Anishnaabek supported the Union cause because 
they were strongly antislavery. Gaminoodhich, a 
Burt Lake Odawa correspondent for the Grand Traverse 
Herald wrote a lengthy article in 1862 calling for d
equality among all men, including slaves. “To be driven 
to the man-market for sale is, we think, a rank offense 
before the Great Spirit,” he wrote, “and a foul blot on 
the Grand Republic.” 

Whatever their motivations to fight, Anishnaabek from 
all over Michigan originally mustered in 1861 but were 
refused official enlistment. Public opinion at the time was
adamantly against them. Newspapers called them 

Considered only 
semicivilized by 
some, Indians were 
initially denied the 
opportunity to enlist. 
But when white 
soldiers began dying 
in mass numbers, 
they were allowed to 
join. Despite this 
discrimination,
Indian soldiers of 
Company y K K fofofougu ht 
fiercely foor ththee UnUnioion.n.n
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“demi-savages.” On May 14, 1861, the Detroit Free Press 
wrote that “a project was started in the Legislature at 
Lansing last week, which was very fortunately nipped in 
the bud, for arming and equipping a regiment of Indians
at the expense of the State, to be used in the war.” 
It went on to say that “all these projects of employing
either Indian or Negro troop[s] cannot be too strongly 
reprobated and their authors cannot be subjected to, 
too great a degree of public scorn….”  

By 1863, however, with heavy losses at Shiloh, Second 
Manassas, Antietam, and elsewhere, the Union Army was
desperate for more soldiers, prompting the acceptance 
of Indian enlistment from Michigan. Anishnaabek were 
allowed to enlist and fight for the Union cause, but 
hostility toward them had not diminished. In 1863, the 
Detroit Advertiser and Tribune wrote that as a race, 
“they [the Indians] have not yet reached that degree of 
civilizationnn which should entitle them to all the rights,
and plllacacaceee ononon tthhhem all the responsibilitiies of citizenship.”
It contttitinunueded, “““a“ t the best theeeey are but semi-civilized, … 
a poooorrrr, igigignonon rararannntnnn  anddddddd deppendededent race.”  Despiteee obvious 
prejududdudduddiiciiceses aagagagagaag iinii st thehhehehhehhhheem,mmmm  the OOOOOOOdawa, Ojibbbway,yyyyy  and 
Potaaaaawwwawawawaw tototoomimimimi eeeennnnlnlnnnnlnlisted and fooooooooougggggggghththttttt fiereeeeeeeee ceceelylyll aaagainstt the 
CooCC nfnfnfnfnfnn eeedededededeeede erererererreracacacacacy y y y yy inininnnnnninnnnn ssommmme offfoffff tthehehhhhhhhhh  mosstttttttttttttt brbrbrbrbrbrbrbb utututttuttuuuuu alalaaaa aandnddnd 
pippipipipipipiiiiivovovovovovovovovovoov tatatataaaaataaaaaaallll l babababababbbabbabaabatttttttttttttt leleleleeelelless s sss ofofofofofofofofofofofofof tttthehehhee CCivivilil WWararr....

Soldiers from 
Company K 
wounded during the 
Petersburg campaign 
receive treatment 
outside a hospital 
established on the 
Virginia plantation 
of John Marye.
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When the opposing armies clashed in the Wilderness of 
Spotsylvania County, both sides had American Indians on 
the firing line. Confederate soldiers included men from the 
Catawba Nation. The Union Army boasted Chippewa and 
Seneca warriors and a Tuscarora and a Pequot served with 
the 30th US Colored Troops. The largest contingent of Indians 
in either army, however, was from Company K, 
1st Michigan Sharpshooters.
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The members of Company K, 1st Michigan 
Sharpshooters were elite marksmen, quick and 
silent. They could kill with a single shot at 600 yards. 
In February 1864, the 1st Michigan joined the Army 
of the Potomac under Gen. Ulysses S. Grant and 
deployed entirely in the war’s Eastern theatre. From 
May 1864 to April 1865, Company K fought at the 
battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Courthouse, 
and the Siege of Petersburg. The bravery and 
“civilized” nature of Company K may have been 
doubted when they first joined the army, but once 
in battle, their heroic actions erased any doubt. 
After the May 8-21 Battle of Spotsylvania, Capt. 
Edwin V. Andress, commander of Company K, 
reported to the Detroit Free Press that Company K 
“fought with the greatest coourage.” A subsequent 
newspaper story stereotypically praised the men, 
“as brave a band of warriors as ever struck a 
war-path.” They “suffered dreadfully, but never 
fafaltlterred nor movvedd,, sosounundid ng the wwarr-w-whoop 
wiwithth eeveveryy volley.y.”
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After Spotsylvania, the Army of the Potomac aimed to win 
control of the rail lines at Petersburg, Virginia, with the goal of 
capturing the Confederate capital of Richmond. The Union 
and Confederate armies reached a stalemate at Petersburg
and settled into a siege with trenches that eventually stretched 
for 30 miles and that lasted for over nine months.

In mid-June 1864, 15 Indian sharpshooters were among those 
captured by the Confederates at Petersburg and sent to the 
South’s infamous prisoner of war camp at Camp Sumter, 
Georgia, also known as Andersonville. Seven of the 15 died 
there. Upon returning home from the war, Payson Wolfe, a 
Company K sharpshooter from Northport, wrote his account 
of their ordeal. Sometimes, prisoners went “2 to 3 days and a 
number of times 4 days without eating at all. They were robbed 
of their blankets and overcoats and lived and slept in open 
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memen—n—n mam nyn  wouooundn ed andd ssstataarvrvr inining—g—g——ininin hhhorororriririr ficficfic conditions 
wiwiwiwiw thththth rramamampapapantntt dddisisiseaeaeasesese, , coocontn amamininatateded wwwatataterererr, ,, ananana dd onononlylylyly mmmininininimimimmalalalal 
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weather….” He continued, “the water was sometimes
4 inches deep where they had to lie … [and] often the boiled 
rice would be alive with full grown maggots.”

The cruel treatment was administered not only by 
Confederate guards, but also by a group of captured Union 
soldiers known as the “Raiders,” who notoriously preyed 
upon their fellow prisoners. Charles Bibbins of Company E, 
1st Michigan Sharpshooters gave his testimony on how the 
men of Company K dealt with the Raiders. He wrote that the 
Anishnaabek “were great lovers of trinkets … which they
refused to give up to their captors.  [The Raiders] proceeded to 
relieve them of the jewelry … but the Indians, back to back in a 
bunch, cut and slashed the ‘raiders’ until they were obliged to
quit the fight, with two killed and several wounded.
They were not bothered after that.”

The Camp Sumter military prison at Andersonville,
reenacted here, was one of the largest Confederaatete mmililititararyy 
prisons during the Civil War. During the 14 montnthshs the 
prison existed, more than 45,000 Union soldiers s wewerere 
confined here. Of these, almost 13,000 diedd..
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Seven men of Company K survived the Siege of Petersburg and 
imprisonment at Andersonville. But, the trials did not end there 
for two of the survivors, Louis Miskogoun of Charlevoix and 
Amos Ashkebugnekay of Elbridge. While on their way home 
after the war, these two men also survived the worst maritime 
disaster in American history. They were aboard the Sultana on 
April 27, 1865, when it caught fire, exploded and sank in the 
Mississippi River near Memphis, Tennessee. Louis and Amos 
escaped death once more, and both men returned home to 
Michigan. Some 1,700 died in the disaster, more than those lost 
on the Titanic in 1912. Most of these were Union troops who 
were coming home from Confederate prisoner of war camps.

Na-bah-na-ya-sung (Joseph Gibson) was an Odawa from 
Michigan. The chief of his tribe regretted not being able to read 
the treaty he’d signed for his people, so he urged parents to send 
their children to the mission school. When Joe was 10 he broke 
his leg. To make sure he didn’t miss a day, his mother carried 
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Pvt. Joseph Gibson
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The Sultana sinks on 
the Mississippi River.



–Chris Czopek, Author, Who’s Who in Company K
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him to school on her back. Years later,  Joe used his 
education to write a note to the local general store. He 
was joining the army and the note asked the proprietor 
to give his mother whatever food she needed. Private 
Gibson served with the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters. 
HHHe died while imprisoned at Andersonville.                                            

Lake Michigan
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The entrance to the mine tunnel 
at the Battle of the Crater.    

To break the long stalemate of the Siege 
of Petersburg, Union forces spent a month 
digging a tunnel underneath Confederate 
lines which they filled with gunpowder 
and detonated on July 30, 1864.
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The Battle of the Crater
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thththththththe e e eee acacacacacacaccaccocooococoocococoooooolalalalalalalalalalladedededededeedddddesssssss hhehehhhee hhhhhhhhhhhadadaddadadd eeeeeararararararrneneneneneneneenennnn d.d.d.dd.ddddd.d.dd WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWhehehehehehehehehehehhhh n n n nn nnn n PePPePePPePePePePePePePePPPPPePPPPePPPetetetetetetetettteteteteteteteteeeteersrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssrsrsrsrssbububububububbubububbbbuuurgrgggrrgrgrgrggg fifififififififififififififififififififififinanannanananananannanannannnnnnanannaananaananaanananananananaaannaalllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllyyy yyyyyyyyyyy yy yy yy y yyy y yy yyy yyyyy yyyyyyy y yyyyyyyyyyy
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The explosion blew massive
holes in the ground. In the 
confusion, Union officers led 
their men into the crater, rather 
than around it. They became
trapped while Confederates 
shot them “like fish in a bucket.”  
American Indian soldiers fought 
on both sides of this battle.
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When Petersburg finally fell, 
the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters 
raised the US flag over the city.



Company K officially mustered in 1863 because of notable 
recruitment efforts by the company’s only Indian officer, 
2nd Lt. Garrett Graveraet. He was not the typical 
Company K soldier. Garrett was half German and half 
Ojibway, and fluent in French, English, and Ojibway—but 
not in German. He taught at the government school in 
Harbor Springs and was a noted musician. Garrett came 
from an affluent family who had made its money in a 
mercantile business in northern Michigan. Not only did 
Garrett fight, he also recruited his 55-year-old father, Henry
Graveraet, who became a sergeant in Company K. Father 
and son fought together until the elder r GrG avavere aeaett wawass kikilllleded 
at theh BBatattltlee ofof SSpopotstsylylvavaninia a CoCouurthhouse iin MaM y 1864.  

InIn 1186863, theh  future was bright for the talented 23-y-yeaear-old
GaGarrr ett, yet he chhososee too jjoio nn hihiss AnAnisishnhnaaaabebekk brbretethrhrenen 
ini ttheh uuncncerertatainintitieses oof f wawar.r. PPovoverertytyy, , , dididiscscscriririmimiminananatititiononon,, anannddd
inni eqeqquaualilityty wwerre ee prprp obobbabablylyly uuunfnfnfamamamilililiaiaiar r tototoo GGGGararaa rereetttttttt iiiinnnn hihihihisss daddaililii yy
lifee, hthououghghh tttheheesesee wwwwerererere e e cococondndndditititi ioioionsnsns ttthahahaat ttt mamam nynynyn oof f hihhhisss
fefellowow triribabal l memeeembmbmberererersss dededed alalalaltt tt wiwiwiwiththth oooon n n mamamm nynynyn  levevvelels. Garrett 
wass wowounundeded dd atatat tttthehehehe SSSSieieiegegege oooof f ff PePePePeteteteersrsbububurgrgg aandd dddieii d d onon 
Julyy 110,0 1186868 4,4,,, aaat t tt thththeeee ArArArArmomomomom ryryryry HHHososospipipip tataal ll inin WWWasasashih ngngton, D.C.
In a ddeaeaththhbebebeb dddd leleleletttttterererer wwwwriririttttttt enenen tttto o o hihihih s ss mommooththhherere aandnd ssisistetter,, hhe e
tot ld ttheh m:m:m ““ThThhhisisisis fififighghghghteteteten n n n [s[s[sicicicic]]]] fofofofor rr mymymym CCCouountntryryr iiss alll l ririghht.t ”
ThhT e twwwo GrGrrG avavavavverereraeaeaea tststs, , , fafafafaththththereeer aandndndd ssononn, , arare e buburirieded ttogogetetheherr
onn Mackikk naan c cc IsIssslalalalal ndndndnd,, , MiMiMiM chchchchigigigananan, , lalalaandnd tthahat t wawass sasacrcreded tto o 
ththt eie r rr faff mimm lylyylyy aaaandndndndnd tttttheheheheiririir aaaancncncesesestototorsrsrs..

FrFrF annancicic s TaTaT baab sasaaaasshsh,, anann OOOdadadawawawaw , , , wawawas ss ononone ee ofofofof ttthehehe oooldldddererer 
enenenlililiststs eeeees fofoff r rr CooCompmpanana y y y K,K,K,K mmmmusususteteteriririingngngng iiin nn atatat ttthehehe aaaagegegeg ooof fff 38383 ..
HeHeeeH ssssurururu viviv veveved dd ththt e e wawaw r,r, aaandnddnd rrreteteturururu neneneneddddd totototoo hhhhisisisis hhhhomomomomeeee inininnn CCCCrororossssss 
ViViViViViVillllllllllllagagagagaga e,e,e,e,e MMMMMicicicichihihigaaggan,n, at t wawwaar’rr s ss enenene d.d.dd TTThehehe wwwwararar mmmususust t t hahahhahavevevev bbbbeeeeeeennnn
aanananananan aaaaaaadvdvdvdvdvvddvenenenenenentututututurererere fffororor FFFFrararar ncncncncisisisis, fofofofofor r thththththisisisss wwwasaasasa tttthehehee ooonlnlnly yyyy tititimememe hhhe e e 
evevevevee erererere lllllll fffffefefeftttt t hihihihihihih ssss hhhhohohohomemememe iiiiiinnn n nonononono trtttrtrtrtrthhhhehehehehernrnrnrn MMMMMMMMiiiicicicicichihhhhihihhihihigagagagagannn.nn.n. HHHHHHHHHHeeee e mamamamamarrrrrrrrrriiieiieieieieddddddddddd

Though an officer 
of the Grand Army 
of the Republic post 
in his community, 
Francis Tabasash, 
like others in 
Company K, had to 
fight again and 
again to receive 
his military pension. 
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Maria Mekokwe, also from Cross Village, and the 
couple had seven children; but sadly five died before the 
age of two. Upon returning home, Francis worked as a 
farmer and carpenter, as did most Odawa men during 
the late 1800s. Francis and many members of Company
K were continually denied military pensions. He had to 
apply repeatedly before he was finally successful. Francis 
lived to be 83 and was the Officer of the Guard of the 
Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) post in Cross 
Village, where he is buried.

AlAlll ththee memenn ofof CComompapanyny KK were volunteers. Garrett 
GrGraveraet and FrF anciis TaT basashh, inin mmananyy wawaysys, , cacameme 
from opposite ends of the social and economic
sppectrumu . Altht ouughg  different in wealth, age, and social 
ststanandidingng, , bobothth ffrereelelyy vovoluluntnteee reed d to joio n n CoC mpany K 
annannd dd d figfigfigfighththth wwwititithhh otototo heheher rr AnAnAnisishnhnh aaaaaabebeb k k sosoldldieiersrs ffror m m ththeie r r
homemelaandndndndsss ininin MMMMicicicichihihihigagagagan.n.n.n. OOOf f f f thththeeee orororigigiginininnalalal 11146464 mmememmbebersrs 
ofof Comommmpaapanyny KKK, , 4344343 dddieieieied ddd inininin tttthehehehe CCCCivivivivilililil WWWararar. . . ThThThe e susus rvrvr ivivoro s
maarccheed wiwiitht tttheheh irr ffffelelelellololoow w w sosoosoldldldldieieieersrsrsrs iiiinn n n ththththe e ee GrGrGrGranananand dd ReReReR viviewew 
viviiv ctcctorry y celeebrrrataatioioon nn inn WWWasasasa hihihih ngngngggtotototon,n,n,n, DDDD.C.C.C.C.... onononon MMMMayayayay 2223,3,33  
18181 656 , anandd mumuststereredeed ooututtut ooof fff thththeeee UnUnUnUnioioioi nnnn ArArArArmymymymy oooonnnn JuJuJuJulylylylyly 22228.8  
WhWhWW enen ttheheyy ararririveved d hohoh memee, , hohohohowewewewevevevever,r,r,r, tttthehehehey y y y didididid d dd nononoot tt t t rerereececcc ive 
a a heh ro’s wwelelcocomeme ffrorom m m ththee cicititittizezezezensnsnsns ooof f f MiMiMiMiicchchchigigigiganananan. . MaMaMaMaM nynn  
whwhitte e veveteteraransns wwwereree prprromomomisisededd aandndndd rrrrecececceieieieivevevevedd d d lalalalandndndnds,s,s, bbbbbututuu  
ththee memembmberers s ofof CComompapanyny KKK ddddididd nnnnototot.. AsAsAs ttthehehe ssstatatatetete’s’s’s 
popostst-C-Civivilil WWarara ppppopopopopulululatattioioooon n n grgrgrgrewewewe ,,, anananddd asasas rrresesesororort t 
cocommmmununititii ieieies s ss wewewererere bbecececomomominining gg popopopupupup lalalaar,r,r,r, IIIInddndiaian n rereeseservrrrvatatioion n
lalalaandndn s s wewewew rerere oooftftftf enenenenn iiiilllllll egegegalalalllylylyl aaaalllllllotototottetetet d dd d tototoo nnnnonononn-I-Indnddiaiai nnn fafamimm liil ese .
WhWhWhitititee e sesesettttttleleleersrsrs aaalslslsoooo “s“s“squququq atataa teteeed”d”d”d ooonnn AmAmererericicicannann IIIndndn iaiaan n laandndndds,s, 
clcclc aiaiaimimimim ngngnng tttthehehehey y yy wewewewerererere aaaababababandnddndonononnededede . . WhWhWhWW enenen IIIndndndiaiaiansnsnsn ttttooooooooook kk thththeieieieir rr r
arararara gugugug mememem ntntntnts ss tototot cccououourtrtrtt, , thththeieieir rr plplpleaeaeas ss fefefefelllllll ooonnn dededeeeafafaaf eeearaars.s. BBBBururururt ttt 
LaLaLakekeke, , ,, a aa cococommmmmmmmunununitititty y yyyy frfrfromomomomm wwwwhihihichchchchch tttthrhrhrreeeeeeee mmmmemememmbebebbebersrsrsrs iiiinnnn
CCCoCCCCCoCCoCoCoCompmpmpmpmpmppmpmpanananananyy yy y y KKKKKKKKK K cacacacacaamememememe, , , sususususuffffffffffffffeffeffeffffeffererererereddddddddddd d onononononeeee e fofffofoffofofof ttttttthhhehhehhehehhhehe wwwwwwororororororsttsttstststst llllllllananananandddddddddd d 
grgrgrgrgrg abababbbbab aaaatrtrtrtrtrococococoo ititititttieieieieies s sss inininininnin 11111909090909090901.1.111.1. TTTTTTTheheheheh llllllocococococalalalal ssssheheheheririririffff ff ff anananana d d d d dd a a a a
grgrgrgrggrrgggrgrgrg ououououuououoououououuupppppppp pp p pp ofofoofofofofofofofffoof wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwhihihhihihihhihihihihih tetetetetetetettetetete sssssssssssetetetettetetetetetetettltltltltlltltltltltltt erererererrerereerererrsssssssss bubububbubububububububuurnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnrnnnedededdedededededededededed tttttttttttthehhhehehehehehehehehehe OOOOOOOOOOOOOOdadaddadadddadadadadadadawawawawawawawawawawa vvvvvvvvvvilililililliilililililllallllalalalaalalalalagegegegeegegegege 
tototototootootototototoo ttttttttttttthehehehehheheeehehehehehhe gggggggggggggggrororororooorororororororooununununununununnunuunununu dddddddd,d,d,d,, dddddddddddrororooroorororororroveveveveveveeeveveveveve oooooooooooooutututututuutuututututututtuu tttttttttttthheheheheheheehehehehheh IIIIIIIIIndnddndndndndndndn iaiiaiaiaiaiaannnnnnnnn inininiiinininininininii hahahahhhaahahahahahahaabibibibibibbbbibibibibibibitatatatatatatattatatantntntntntntntntntntntssssss,s,s,s,s,s,s, 
ananananananannanananaa d d dddddddd ststststststtstololololololololollooleeeeeeeee thththththhthththeieieieieieieiie r rrr r rr lalalalalallalalalanddnddndndndndndndndds.s.s.ss.ss. 

Lt. Garrett Graveraet 
was the only officer 
of Indian descent 
in Company K. His 
promising future was 
cut short at the Siege 
of Petersburg. His 
final resting place is 
on Mackinac Island, 
a land sacred to his 
family and his 
ancestors.
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Mackinac Island, Michigan



After the Civil War, it took many more decades forr 
American Indians to enjoy the same rights and privileggeses 
as white and black American men and woomen. In 1919224, 
the Indian Citizenship Act granted AAmem rican cicititizenship
to American Indians, but many y ststates werree sslow to adopt 
the law. The Indian Religig ouous Freedoomm Act of 1978
allowed tribal membeersrs tto practiticece openly their religions s 
and beliefs. The NNatative Ammereriican Graves Protectionn aannd 
Repatriationn AAct (NAGPGPRRA) of 1990 empowereedd ttribes 
to reclaaimim ancestrralal hhuman remains and saccrred items
and d toto protectct bburials on federal and InIndidian lands.  

Seveeraral tribes in Michigan finanalllly had their fedederaral l ststatatuss 
asas sovereign nations reaffirffirmed in the 199990s0s,, afaffteterr baaaattttt lel s 
lasting over 150 yeaarsrs. TToday, the Aninishshnanaababekekk llikikike to 
think—and justtifiifiably so—that CComompappannyy KKK’s’  brave 
actions in tthehe Civil War wereree ininstsstrurumementn al in brinngigingng 
about t ththese positive cchahangnggeses.

Over 6,000 UUniniono ssololdidiiere s are buriieded aatt PPoplar Grove 
Nationall CCememmetetery yy near Peterrsbs urrgg NNational Battltlefiefield 
in VVirirgigininiiaa. IIn n DeDecember 22010,0, wwhile restoringng tthhe 
cecememeteteryryy, thththe Nationalal PPararkk Service disccovoveredd tthehe 
grgravvesesse  of several l AmAmereriican Indian sooldldierss ffroom m
CoCoCompany K K anand d ssome Wisconssinin unitsts. ThThe e NaNatitiononala  
Park Serervicece contacted thee ssoldierers’s’ ttriribebess anandd arranged 
natitionn-t-to-nation consusultltatioonsn uundndeer tthehe pprovisions of 
NANAGGPRA. Odawa,a, OOjibwbwayay, anandd PoPotatawaw tomi tribal 
representatiivevess, aloongng wwitith h a grgrououpp frf om the Mohicanan 
Nation SStotockbrb ididgege-M-Munnsesee Band in Wisccononsin,n, vvisited 
Poplplaar GGroroveve.. ThThheey pputut ttobacco on their annccestors’ 
ggravavese aandnd bbegegganan a ggror undbreakinng partrtnnership
wiwiw ththh ttthehehe NNNatatioioonanan l Park Service 
totototo ttttttelelelle l l l thththeee e ststsstororieieess ofo  theses  
rerereereereererrr mamamamamamamamammamammaarkrkrkrkrkkrrkrkrkrrkkababababaableleleleeee mmmmeneene ..

The tattered 
US flag of the 
1st Michigan 
Sharpshooters 
chronicles their 
proud history. 
The stripes of 
the battle-worn 
flag are 
covered by 
ribbons 
marking the 
battles in which 
they fought. 

DeDescs endants pap y 
trtrrtribibututu e e toto ttheheirir 
ananananananccececec stststororors s bububuririededed 
atatatat PPPPPPopopopopopopopplalalaaar r r r GrGrovove e
NaNaNNaNaNNN tititititititititiononononononnononnalalalallallal CCCCCCCCCemememememeememetetee erery.y.y
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At war’s end, Company K 
survivors marched with fellow 
soldiers in President Johnson’s 
Grand Review of the troops.
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Wisconsin American Indians 
in the Civil War
Maj. Jo Ann P. Schedler, US Army, retired                                                           
MMohihican NNatition, SStockbkb iriddge-MMunseee BBaandd

From the Menominee, Ojjibway,y, PPototawawatatomomi,i, aandnd 
HoHo-C-Chuh nknk wwhoho hhadad lliviveded iin n ththee GrGreaeat t LaLakekes s reregigigigionononon fffforororr 
mamanynyyyyyy yyyyyyyeaeaaeaearsrsrsrsrsrs ttttttoooooo thththththththeeeee e momomoomomorererererere rrrrrececececceccceceeneennenenttttt tt araraar iirirrivaavallllsls—ttthhhehe OOOOnene didiidaa,
Mohican Stockbridge-Munsee, and Brrotheh rtr owwn—n—ththee
inndid gegenous peoplp e from WWisi coconsnsinin ssenent t seseveveraral l huhundndrered d
memenn toto fi fighght t fofor r ththee UnUnioon n ArArmyy. SoSomem wwwererereee kikikikilllllllledededed iiiin n nn
babb ttlel , somemem ddieied d frfromomm dddisii ease, and somee were captpturureded 
anand d didieded iin n prprisisonon cammpsp . Many wrote letters home, 
prprovovididing g usu  with windows into their service, their
commmmititments, and their lives as Union soldiers.

In the years prior to the Civil War, many American 
Indians were forced to leave their homelands. Tribes were 
often divided as they were pushed west of the Mississippi. 
Some resisted removal and stayed in Wisconsin while 
others joined tribal groups outside the state or returned 
again to Wisconsin. By 1860 the native population in 
Wisconsin included the Menominee, Ojibway, 
Potawatomi, and Ho-Chunk tribes as well as the Oneidas, 
Stockbridge-Munsee and Brothertown tribes who 
had migrated from New York. 
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Wisconsin’s American Indian service during the Civil 
War is little known. In his 2005 article, “Unwanted in 
a White Man’s War,” Russell Horton wrote that “an 
estimated five to six hundred American Indians from the 
Badger State, out of a total native population of 9,000, 
joined the Union Army during the war.” Most Indians 
were not US citizens at the time and were not called 
to enlist at the beginning of the war. Who were they 
and why did they join the Union army?

Mohican Indians of the 
Stockbridge-Munsee band 
swsweaear iinto the US Armyy.
Who were they ana d d
why did they join?n?                
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In 2009, in an effort to recognize Civil 
War veterans buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Shawano, Wisconsin, I found 
out my great-great-ggrandfather Stephen 
Gardner and his brother Simeon were 
soldiers in the Civil War. My cousin 
Roger Miller and I helped with the 
rededication ceremony along with other 
Mohican Veterans and local veterans
groups. The ceremony was conducted by
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil 
War Old Abe Camp # 8. I came away
very proud of my ancestors and had 
many questions. How many other 
Stockbridge-Munsee men participated 
in the Civil War? What was life like in 
1861 - 1865 in America’s Civil War for 
the Stockbridge and Munsee people?

The Wisconsin Indian Civil Wara  story 
is documented from the soldiers’ own 
letters, pictures, family histories, and 
tribal histories. Foor decades, few family 
and tribal members knew that their
ancestors fought in the Civil War. Fewer 
still were awaree of their service or 
sacrifices. Most did not even know that 
their forefathers were involved in this
conflict. With the 150th anniversary of 
the war, however, many Wisconsin native 
people now know these stories. I would 
like to share their stories with you here. 
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Author Jo Ann Schedler and 
her cousin Roger Miller participate 
in a ceremony honoring fellow 
Stockbridge-Munsee Indians 
who served in the Civil War.
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ThThTThTT eeee BaBaBaBadddd dd RiRiRiRiRiveveveverrrr ChChChC ipipipppepepep waawawawaa NNNNNNNatattatttioioioioi nnnn reeerefefefeersrsrsr tttooo itiititseseses lflflff aaaassss “C“CChihihipppppppppppppewwewewewewe a.aaaa.”  
There are six federally recognizedd tribes in this group—some 
call themselves Chippewas, others Ojibways. Throughout its 
tribal history, the Bad River Chippewa have either fought for
or against the United States. During the Civil War, when 
the Union called for volunteers, their response was
“conspicuously notable” according to Bad River historian 
Barb Bell. The Ho-Chunk tribe responded as well, sending at 
least 10 members to battle for the Union, according to the 
Ho-Chunk Veterans Service Office.

The Menominee, one of the larger Wisconsin Indian nations, 
contributed a number of soldiers to the Union effort, as
documented in the Menominee Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office’s 2010 book, Menominee Veterans, A Photo History of 
Our Land, Our Battles, Our Victories. Company K of the 
37th Regiment, consisted of 71 Menominee men. Many “men 
took their war bundles with them” for protection, the authors 
wrote, and the Indian soldiers frequently participated in 
drum and warrior dances. 

On July 23, 1864, the Menominee men and remnants of 
Company K joined the rest of the 37th Wisconsin Infantry 
regiment in the Siege of Petersburg, Virginia. On the morning
of July 30, the Menominee soldiers participated in the 

MeMeMeMenonononomimimimineneneneeee e
soldiers fought 
inin tthehe Siegege 
of Petersburg, 
ViVirggiiniaia..
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ili l-fafafafatetetetedd d BaaBaBattttttttttlel  off thththee CrCCrCrata err alol ngnggggg wwwitti h h Aniiisishnhnaaaabebekk
InnInIndiddd ans ofof Commompapanyny K, 11sss1stt tt MiMMiMiiM chhcchiggaan SSSShahahhharpr shshhhooootetterrrsrssrsrs 
(their stooryy is toold elssewhehere iinn thiss bookk)k).. SiS xx 
Menoomiinenee werere killlled inn actionn, fivve weere caaptureed 
and ddiedd innn prisonon caammps,, and eigght wew ree woouundedd.
In tottal, bebettween n 186333 andd 18655, 1441 MMenoominneee 
men ffougghhtt for ttheh UUnnionn.

Elsewwherree iin thiis s volluume,, authhorrs hahave pposeedd the 
questiionn:: wwwhy diid d Ammmericcan Inndiianss fighht t inn thhe 
Civil WWaar?r? AAlan CaC lddwwell,, Commmmanded r ofof thhe 
Veterranss ooff the MMennoominnee NNatiionn,, sugggestts possibble 
reasonns wwhhy Meenon mmiineess fougghtt inn the CCiviil WWar 
and wwhyy thhhey havave ennnlisteed to fifighht iin n othher wwwars. 
He poointts oout thhata  hiisstoriccally Ammerrici ann Inddiaans 
have tthe hhigghestt vvoluunnteerr ratee peer ppopuulal tionn for 
militaary sseerrvice oof alll raciaal andd etthnnic grrouo pps in thee
Uniteed SStatattes. HHe e beliievess thatt caarryying oon tthee “warrrioror 
tradittionsns ffoundd iin Innndiann cultuuree, fafamilyy traadditionss of 
militaary sseerrvice, ece onnnomicc reassonns, a a sensnse oof advennturere, 
and a sensnsee of obbligaattion tto theeir fammily, ttribbe,, and 
nationn” araree amonong thhe facctors fforr inndid gennouus militaary
servicce. IInn aadditiono , CCCaldwwell nnottes tthat mmannyy treatiies
signedd in n tthhe 180000s cooontainned loyyaltyy oathhs rreqquirinng 
tribess to “c“come toto thee aid of the UUnitited SStateess.”

With warrior 
traditions as a paart 
of their cultures, 
American Indianns 
have long had onne of 
the highest rates 
of volunteerism ffor r
military service iin the 
country. Picturedd 
here is Amiskqueeww, a 
Menominee warrrioor
in the 1840s.
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In The Iroquois in the Civil War, Laurence M. Hauptman 
notes that between November 1864 and March 1865 a 
major smallpox epidemic devastated the Oneida people 
(part of the Iroquois Confederacy of tribes) in Wisconsin, 
causing a population decline of around 5 percent. An early 
1860s drought and a severe winter caused further hardship
for the Oneida economy. Hauptman writes that on a 
reservation of about 1,100 residents, “military service, 
desppite thhheee riririr skksksk, , , bebebeb cacacamememem aaa wwwayayayay oooutututt oooof fff thhththeieieieir r r r dedededespspspsppppererererataatate e e e 

AtAt VVicickskssbuburgrg,,
skskililleled MeMMenonoomiminenneee
shhara pspshohh ototerers,s, 
cacamommouflflagagedd wwititi hhh
brbrb usuuush h hh anana d d leleavavaveseseses, , , ,
crcrcrcrepepepept t alalalalonnong ggg ththththeeee grgrgrgrgrououououndndndnd 
totototo pppprorororovivivividededede ccccovovvverererer f f ff forororor 
UnUnUnUnioioioionnn n sosososooldldldldieieieiersrsrsrs ddddigigigiggigigigingngngng 
trtrtrtrrenenenenenchchchchcheseseses wwwwitititithihihihinn n n yayayayay rdrdrdrdr ssss
offfoffoffff ooooooppppppppppppppppppp osososososoososossinininninini gg g gg g trtrtrtrt oooooooooooopspspsppsppspssppppppp ..
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economic condition.” Bounties of $300 or more for 
three years of service in 1863 and 1864 provided even
more incentives for enlistment.  

Some Oneidas enlisted in the 3rd Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry and 49 joined the 14th Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry. According to Hauptman, “The Oneida troops
were members of a much traveled unit; some on detached 
service in different theaters of the war. Indians died 
iininin CCCCaiaiaia roororo, , IlIlIlIllilinononooisisisis;; ; ; AtAtAtAtlalalalantntntnta,a,a,a, BBBBigigiig SSShahaantntnty,y,y aanddnd RRRommommee,e,e, GGGeoeoeoeorgrgrgr iaiai ;
MoMMontnttnn gogomemeeryrry andnddd SSpaninishsh FForort,t AAlalabamama; ; KeKeokokkukkukk, ,
LoLoLoLoLoLoLoouiuiuiuiuuu sisisisiianaana a;a aaaandnd MMMeme phphpp isisisi ,, Teennessee.” One Oneiie dad ,
HeHeHHeHeHeHHeHHeHeeeHHeeHH nrnrnrnrnrnrnnnrnnnn y y y yy yyyyyyyyy HiHiHiHiHiHiHiHiHHH lllllllllllll , ,,, wawawawawawawwaw ssssss wowowowowowowwowoununununundededeededed dd dddd atatatatatataa ttttttthehehehehehehee BBBBBBBatatatatatatata tltlttlttltltle ee ofoffoof SSSSSpapaap ninnishhss FFForo t 
ininiiinininininninninininninnnnn AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAlalalalalalalalallalaaaaaabababababababababbabbbb mammamamamamammmammammaa ooooooooooooon nnnnn nnnnn n ApApApApApApApApApAApApApririririririr l l llll ll lll 9,9,9,9,9,99,9,99, 11118686866868688665,5,5,55,5,5,5,55555 aaaaaaaandndndnnddndnnd wwwwwwwwasasasasassa oooooooonenenenenenenene oooooof f f fff ththththttheeee lalalalastststst 
cacacacacacacaaacaaacacaccacaac susuususuususuusususuusuuusuuuualalalalalalallalalalalalalallaa titittititititttittiitiititiieseseseseseseeseseseesesessse ooooooooooooooooooooof ffff f f fffff f fffffff ffff ththththththhthththhththththtththhtthht e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee CiCiCiCCiCiCCiCiCiCiCiCiCiCiCCiCCCC vivivivivivivivivivvivivviviivivvviilllll l llllllll WaWaWaWaWaWaWaWWaWaWWaWaWaWWWWWWWaWaWaWW rr.r.r.r.r.rr.rr.r. LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLorororoororororoororoorooreteetetetetetetetttttetetettatatatatatattaataataatt MMMMMMMMMMMMMMetetetteteteteteee oxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxxxxxxoooxeneneennenneneneneneeen aaaaaandndndndndnndndndd RRRRRRRegegegegegeeggggigigiigigigiigig eeee e e eee
DoDDoDoDoDoDoDoDoDDoDoDoDoDoDoDoDDoDoDoDoDoDoDoDDDooDDDDDDDoooDDDDDDD xtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxtxttttttxxxxtxtxtttxxtttxtxttxttxttatatatatatatatatattattatataaaaaataaataaattatatatttattororororororrororororrorororrorrororrrororrorooooroooo ,, , , ,, , , ,, , ,, OnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOnOOnOnOnOnOnnOOnOOnOn ieieeieieieieiieeieieieieieieeieieeeeeeidadadaddadadadadadadaadddddadadadadadadaadaaa NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNatatatatatatatatatatattatatattaataaattatattioioioioiooioiioioooooioioioooiooiooonnnnnnnnnnnnnn nn nnnnnnn hihihihihihihihihihhhhihhhhihiistststststststsststststtstststtssststttorororororororororoorrororororoorooooroorroooriaiaiaiiaiaiaiiaiiaaiaiaiaaiaiaaansnnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsn , , ,,, ,,,,, stststststststsststststss atatataatatatttededededededddeeddeedede tttttttttttttthahahahahahahahahhahahhahhhh ttt tt ttttttt 1414141414414414144147 7777 7777 77 OnOnOnOnOnOnOnOOOOnOOOnOOnOnOO eieiieieieieiieie dadadadadadadada 
memememmemmmmemememememeememmmmemmeemeemmeeemeemememmmemmemem n nnnn nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn fofofofofofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofofofofofofofofofooffffofoofoooofofofofofooooooooouguguguguuguguguguguguguguguguguguguguguguguuguguguuugggggugguguuuuuggghhhththththththhhhthththththththththhhtthtthhhttththththththththththhhtt iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn ththththththththhththththhththththhthhththhththhhththhthththhhthhtthhtthtttheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee ee CiCiCiCiCiCiiCiCiCiCiCiCiCCiCiCCCCCiiCCiCCCCCC viiviiiviviviiivviviivivivivvivivivivivv llllllllllll ll llllllllll WaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWaWWWaWaWaWWWaWWaWaarrr,r,r,rr,r,r,,r,r,r,,r,,r,r,,,, rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrepepepepepepepepepepepepeepepepppeepepppeppeppororororororororororooororooroortititititititititititittiiingngngngngngngngngnngngngngnngnngngngngngnng ttttttttttthahahahaahahahaahahhahhahhahhaat t ttt ttttt “O“O“O“O“O“O“O“O“O“O“O“O“OO“OO“O“O“OOOff fff ffff ffffff f thththththththththhthhhthththhhhhtthhhesesesessessesesseeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeee memememememememememememmememem nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
46464646464646464646466464646466464646466646664644464464646466464464446464644444444444444 wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwererereeeerererererererererererereerererereererreerrererrrrerrerrererrrerreerereeerrererereererrrerreeerrereerrrrereeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee eeeee kikikkikikikikikikikikikikikkikikikikikiiikikikikikikikkikkkkkkiikkikkkkkikkkkkkk llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllledededededdededeedededdedededededededededdededededdeedeeeeed, ,,,,, , , ,, , ,, , ,, mimimimimimimimimimimmimimimmimimmmmmmimimimimmmmmmmmmimmimimmmimmmmmmmmmm sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssinininininininininininiiniiniinininninnnnii gg gg g gg g g ggggggg gggggggg inininininininiinininininnininniiniiiininnnn aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaactctctctcttcttcttctctctctttctctcccccccctctttcctctioioiioioioioioioioioooioioioiioiooioioioooooooi n,nnnnnn,n,n,n,nnnnn,nnn,n,n,n,nnnn,nn oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooorrrr r rr rrrrrrrrrrr rrrrrrrrrr didididididididdididididididddidididddd ededeedeededdeeddedeedededdedddeddedededede ooooooooooooooooooooooff ffffffffffffffff fff didididididddiidididdididdddididiid seseseseseseseseseseeseesesesesseeseasasasasassasasassasaasasaasssasasa e.e.e.e.eee.e.e.e.ee.e.e ”””””””””””””

ThThhThTThhe ee e SeSeSeSeigigigggeeee offofoff VVVViciccksksksbububurgrr , MiMiM sssss isisssisisisippppppppiiii
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Abner Abrams, 
served in the US 
Army at age 14.
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The story of the Brothertown Indians is unique 
in that they were the first American Indians to 
become United States citizens in 1839. In doing 
so, they were required to denounce their tribal 
affiliation and divide their communal lands into 
individual ownership. In his book, Red Brethren, 
David Silverman writes that they “judged 
citizenship a risk worth taking” to avoid forced 
removal to Kansas and to keep their lands in 
Wisconsin. Brothertown Indians also enlisted 
in the Union Army. In Letters Home from the 
Brothertown “Boys,” Caroline K. Andler, a 
historian for the Brothertown people, 
documents over 90 Brothertown Indians who 
fought in the Civil War from 1861 to 1865.  

The Brothertown Collection located at the 
Oneida Cultural Heritage Archives in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, includes letters from several of these 
soldiers. J.W. Dick wrote on September 23, 1864 
near Petersburg, 

 the Johnies [sic] came around our left and in 
 our rear and attacked and overpowered our   
 picket lines and captured quite a herd of cattle 
 numbering 2,470 head and drove them off and 
 got away I am sorry to say with the whole herd 
 and took some of the guard along . . . And since
  then the Johney Rebs [sic] have their pickets 
 hallowing to our pickets Beef, Beef! and 
 imitating cattle driving.

My research into the history of my people—
the Stockbridge-Munsee—found that 58 
Stockbridge-Munsee men and five Brothertown 
Indian men married to Stockbridge women, 
a total of 63 Civil War soldiers, came from the 
Stockbridge community. Of these soldiers, 
four were among the first American Indians to 
enlist in the Civil War on April 27, 1861 when 
President Lincoln called for a militia, and 23 
others also enlisted that year, the first of the war. 
Digging a little deeper, I found that three 
others fought for the Union Army in Kansas 
and six enlisted in New York.  

Decades of growing 
strife erupted in civil 
war on April 12, 1861, 
when Confederate 
artillery opened 
fire on Fort Sumter, 
South Carolina. 
When President 
Lincoln called for 
a militia to defend 
the United States, 
Stockbridge-Munsee 
men were among 
the first to enlist.
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Levi Konkapot attended 
Oberlin College in Ohio, 
one of the first American 
institutions of higher 
learning to regularly 
admit African 
American, American 
Indian, and female 
students prior to 
the Civil War.

Though embroiled 
in a legal dispute with hh
the US government 
over ownership of 
Indian lands, Levi 
Konkapot enlisted in 
the Union Army.
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ThThThThThThThThTThThThThThThThThThThThTThThThThThThThTThThThThThThTThThThhTTThThhTTTThThTTThThhhTT ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee sisisisisisissisisisisissssissis x xxxxxx StStStStSStStStStStSttocococococococockbkbkbkbk rir dge-Munsee men who enlisted from 
NeNeNNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeNNNeNNeNeeNNNeNeNeNeNeeNeNeNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN w w wwww w ww w w wwwwwwwwwwwwwwww YYoYoYYYoYoYoYoYoYYoYoYoYYYoYoYoYYYYYYoY rkrkrkrkrkrkrkrrkrrkr SSSSSStatatattatatettett  might seem a bit puzzling. An article that 
apaapapapapaapapapappapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapaaapapapapapapapapapaapapaapapaapapaaapaaaappepepeppepepepepepepppepepepepepepepepppeepeppepeppeppppeppppp arararararararararararararaaraaaarararaaaaa eddededededededededededeee ooooooon n Saaturday, April 23, 1859, in the Genesee Weekly 
DDDeDeDeDeDeDeDDDDDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDDeDeDDeDeDDeDeDeDDeDeDeDDeDeDeDeDeDeDeeDDeDeDDeDeDeDeDeDeeDeeDDDDDDDDDD momomomommmmomomomomomomomomomommmmomomommomomommmmommmmmmmmm crcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrrcrrrrrccccc aaaatatatattataaaaaa ooooof fffff BaBaBaBaB tatatt via, Genesee County, New York, helps t
ssossososososososososososososososososososoosososssoosososososososoosossososososossssooosoolvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvllvlvlvlvlvlvlvlvvlvllvlvlvvlllvlvlvllveee eee ee eeee e eee eeeee eee ththhththththththththththhththththhhheeeeeeeeeee pupupupupupupupupp zzzzzzzzzz lelel .. The newspaper reported that a small party
ofofofofofofofofofoofofofofofofffofofofofofoofofofffoffofoffofofoffofooffofoffooofoofofooooo SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSStotottototototototototottototototottottttotockckckckckckckckkckccccc brbrbrbrbrbrbrbbbrb idididdddgegegegegegeg IIndn ians “took possession of a farm of 200 
acacaacacacccacacacacacaacacacaacacaaaaacaaaaacaacaaccacacaaccacacaaacacaaacacaaacaaca rererererererereeeeererererrerereeerereeererreeeeesss.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.s.ss.ss.ss.s..sssss..s TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThehehehehhehehehhhehh y y y y y y yy wewewewewwerere ejected by due process of the law, when 
ththththththththththththhthhththhttt eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeyeyeyeeyyyyyyeyyyyeyeyeyyyyyyyyyy tttttttttttttttttttttoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooookkkkkkkkkk upupupuu aaaa rresidence in another part of town.”  The 
arararararaarararararararrararaararrararararrraraaararararararraaaaaaarararaarrraaaarartitititititiititiiiitittitittitititititititittittititititiiiclclccllllcllclclclclclclclcllclcllclclclclcclclclllllccc e e ee eeee wwwewewwewewewewewewwewwww ntntntntntnn oonn n toto say that these actions were 
bebebebebebebebebebebeebbebebbbeebebebebebebeebebebebbebbbebebebebbbebbebebebeeebbbebebebeliliililililililililililililillillilillilililllliilll eeevevevevveveveeevevedededededededededdedededdeedeedeed ttttto oo oo bebebebb aaa pplan to start proceedings to reclaim
“s“s“s“s“s““s“s“s“s“s“s“s“s“s““s“s“s“s“s“““s“s“s“s“s“s“s““““s“s“““s“s“s“s“ss“s“““““ssssomomomomomomomoomomoomomomomomommomooomoooomooomoommmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 6060606060606060606660060666666 00,0,0,0,00 0000000 000 acres of land in Renselaur, [sic] Albany 
anananaanannnnnnnnanannnnannanaaannaanaa ddd ddd d dddddddddddddddddd CoCoCoCoCooCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCCCoCCoCoCCCCoCoCCCCCooCo ululuulululluluulll mbmbmbmbmbmmbmbmbmbm iaiaiiaiaia counties. . . . Their leader is Mr. Jesse 
WWWWyWWyWyWyyyWWWWyyWyWybrbrbrbbrbrbrrbbbrooosososeee . . ... ananaa d the principal Indian is Levi Konkapot, 
whwwhwhwhwhhwhwwhwhwhwwhwhhhhhhhoooo o oooo isisissisissississssss ffffffuulululu l ll bbblblooo d.”  This article reported the beginning of a 
lolololooloolooooloooolooooooonngngngggngngnnnnggggggg--s-s--s-s-s-s----statataattaatanndndndddddinininining g g didispute that continues still today, 150 years
lalalalalalalalalaaalaaaaaaaaaaaaaall tetetttetetetetttettetetteteter.rrr.r.rr.rrr.r.. MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMosoososso t ttt ttt ofofofofofof tthhe Stockbridge Indians left their land in 
NNNeNNeNeNeNeNeeNeNNNNeNeNNeN wwww w ww ww wwwwwwwwwww YYYoYoYoYoYoYYY rkrkrkrkrkrkrk ttttttoo o o oo seses tttle in Wisconsin, but the disposition of 
thththhhthththhhthththhthhhththhhheeieeiiieie rrrrrrrrrrrr NNeNeNeNeNNNeNNNNNNNNNNNeN ww wwwww YoYYYoYoYoYooYorkrk land claim had not been settled as of 
202000202022020000000000000000002000000000000002 12112122211112121111111212........ WWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWWWWhWWW atatatttt iiiiiiissssss fafaf scs inating about the story is that the 
StStStStStStStStStttStStStStSttttStStttSttttSSStS ococococoocoocococcocococoooooooccco kbkkkbkbkbkbbkbkbkkkkbkbkbkbkbkkbbriririririrrrirrrrrr dgdgdgdgdgddgdd e e ee e InInInndidians had a very legitimate dispspututee wiw th 
ththththththththththhththththththththtttththththtttthhthhtheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ggggogogogogogoggogogogogoooovvvevevevevevvvernrnrnrnrnrrrnmmememem ntntn , , yet many joined and fougghtht fffororor tttthehehee 
UUUnUnUnUnUnUnUnUnUUnUnUnUnUUUnUnUnUnUnUnUUnUnUnUUUU ioioioioioioioiooioiiioioioooionnnnnnnnnnn nnn ArArAAArArAAArA mmymymymymm ,,,, inincluding Levi Konkapopot,t, JJrr.. 

MMMMMyMyMMyMMyMyMyMyMMMMMyMMMyMMMMyMMMyyMM aaaaaaaaaaaancncncncnncnncnnnnnceseesesseseeee totototor,r,rr LLLLLevi Konkapot Jr., enenliliiststededd iiin nn ththee UnUUnnnUnioooooonn nn
AAArAAAAAArArArArAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA mmymymymyy aaaaaaaaaat t t t tttttttt AAlA bababaanynynnn , New York, on MMaraara chch 3333, , 18181862626262.. HiHiHH ssss
eeeenennneenenennnnnlililll ststststmmemmemememeeeeememeemeem ntntntt dddddocococo ument stated that t hehehe wwwasasasas bbbbororn n n inininn MMMMMMMadadddddddisisonon  
CCCoCCoCCoCoooC ununununnuntytytytyytytyytytytytyt , , , NNeeww www YoYork. Levi was 39 9 yeyeyeyey ararsss ooolold;d;d; hhhhee e rererereeppopopopooooooportrteeeededdd hhhhisisisis 
oocccoocccoccucuucccucuccc pppaap tititititionooo aaaassss student. He attetendnddddeedede OObebebeerlrlrr ininn CCCololollleleleeeeeegegeee iiiinnnn
OOhOhhOhOOOhOOhhOOOOOhOOOOhiioiooioioooiio,,, a aa hohhoh tbtbbbedededee  of abolitionismsm annndndnnn  a pppioioioioneneerere iiinnsnsnsstttitiiititt tutututttttitititt oonononn 
inininninnnnnniniin aaaaaddmdmdmmdmdmmititittti ttitit ngg AAAAAfrfrican Americansnss, ,,, wwowwww memememenn, aaaaandndndd AAmmmmmemememem ririririccccccacaaacaaac nnn nnnnn
InInInInInIInInInInInInIInnInnndidididdiddidiididid anananananansssss asasssa ssssstututuudeded ntn s. In 1857, Leeeviviiviv wwroroootetetete aaan n n eseseesessaassasasayyyyy y y ooonon 
JoJoJJoJJoJoJJJoJJoJJoJJooJoJoJJoJJ hnhnhnhnhnhhnhhhhnhnhnhh WWWWWWWW. QuQuQQQuQ iniinnnenenn y,y  a Stockbridgeeg -M-MMMMununununnnnssesesseseseseeeeeeeeee leleeleleleleeleleleadadadadadadadaderererrrererererr,, ,, ennnenenenentitititiitttiititit tlttltltltltlttlttlt edededededeeeded,,,
“TT“T“T“T“T“T“T““T“T“TTTTTTTTTTThhhehehehehehhehehhehehh LLLLLLaasasassasasa t t t ofooof ttthhehe Mohicans..”” Heeee eeenllissisisissstetetetetetettetedddddd d aaaaasaaass aa ppririvvavavavaavavvavavavavaateetetetetetetetet  in 
CoCoCCCompmpmmppmm anaa y K, 2nd Heavy Artilleryry, Neeeew w w YoYoYoYoYoYoYooYoYYoYooorkrk VVVVVooooolololunununnnnnntteers. 
LLLeLeLeLL vviviiv ffffffououuuououuoughghghggghttt t wiwiw tht  his company untilili hhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeee wawawawawawaawass kikkillllllllllllleedededed iiiinnnnnn nnnnn aca tionn 
neneneenenennnnnnnennneneeeaarararaaaraararraarara PPPPPPPPetetetetetetteteteteetterrerereeerssbbsbsbsbssbs ururrurg,gg, VVirginia, on JuJuJ nnnene 1116,6,66, 11118686864.4.444   JJiJiJiJiJiJiJiJimmmmmmmmyyyy yy yyyy 
BBBBlBlBlBlB aaananannankkekekeennsnsshhihihipp,pp, tthehe Petersburrg g NNNaattionnnnnnaalalaala BBBBBBatatataaattttttltltltlltltllefiefiefiefififielelele ddd hhhhhhhhih storooro iaiian,nn,n, 
ststttatatataatededed thahah t t Levi died the seseccoonndd dayayyayy ooof f fff GGGGGGeGeGGG nennennnnn raral GGGGGGGrG annant’tt’tt’t’t’s ss
firrrrsst assault near Hickory y HHiilll RRRoaaad d dd duddududududududuu iriririringngngngnnn tttthehehhh BBBBBBBBatatatatattltltle eee
offff Shadde’s Farm. Levi’s momoththerere  Luccucccccyyyyyy y y yyyy JaJaJaJacococooocobsbsbsbs ccccclalaaaaaaiimimimmedededed 
hiiiss penssion on June 25, 186699.. LeLeLeevi KKKKonononono kakakak popopoot’t’t’t’sss s ss 
grrrraave is in the City Pointt NNatatioi nanal CeCeCeCCeCemememm teteteryrryryy,,, 
HHoHopewwell, Virginia.

LeLeeL vvvivivv KKononkakkakapopooopp t t t diddidididiiiieedededdededdedddeddede iiiiiiiiiiinn nn n nnnnn nn 
ththeeeeee e UUnioiooon n nn aassssssaasaaaas uululullluuultt t ttt t onononononnononnn 
PePetttttetersbubuuburgrgrgg,, VVViViViVirgrgrgrggrgrgrggggggggggrgrrggggiiininininnniinniininiiiinnininnnniaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaaiaaaaaaia..... HHHHHHeHHHeHeHeHeeHHeHeHHeHHHHeeeHe  
iisisiss bbbbbburieied d d d atattat CCCCCCCititittitititittityyy y yy y yy PPPPPPPoPoPoPoPoPPPoooPP iniiiiinininnninnnnnnniii tt tt t t tt tttt tt
NaNaN titiiononnalalal CCCCCemememmmmmemmmeeeetetetettetteerererrrrrrrrrererery.y.y.yy.y.yyy.y.y.y.y.y

A Memorial Day 
tribute at City Point 
honors the fallen 
from all wars.
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Like Levi Konkapot, many of the Stockbridge-
Munsee men were educated and were able to
write home. Their letters help paint a picture of 
the lives of Wisconsin’s indigenous people during 
ththththeee waww r. Among the most interesting are letters
from DDDDanananieieieel J.JJ  Adams, who in October 1861, enlisted 
inin WWisconsininnn’s’ss CCCommmpany A, 2nd Cavalry. In letters
he wrotete tto o his mooththththerererer, ElElE ecta Quinney Adams 
Candy, from SpSpriringngfield, MiMiMM ssssssououououririrri, , in 1862, Daniel 
tatalked about his scouttining g trip, illnlneseseess,s,s,s, aaandndnd efforts to 
reecocovev r. He also soughg t her adadvivicec , “I donnnn’tt ttthihhihinknknknk that 
ththee HoHospspititalal Doctors know any to [sisic]c] mmuch. TTTheheheherererer  
are a a grgreaeat t mamanyny oof f ouo r boys getting sick…. DDoo yoy u 
knknnowow what wowoululd d beb ggooood d fofor them[?]”

DaDaD nin ell rrememinded d d hihh s s moththerer tthahat t he wwasas sending 
heherr momoneney; hhee heheard shhshee had receceiviveded mmonneyey from
the ststatate,e, wwhihich hhe wooululd d suppppplelemem nt ffroromm hihiss papay.y  
HeHe iinqn uirered d ifif sshehe kknenew tht e reregigimentnt aaandn commpapanyny 
LeLeviv  Konkak pop t hahad d jojoinineded. The polilititicscs of f tht e ee
StStoco kbkbriridgdge Natitiono  was oonn hihiss mimind, as hhe e totoldld hisis 
moomothththherere tthah t t AbAbraram Pye, SSr. was rrununniningng forr ssachehemm 
(parammououuntntntn ccchihiefe ),) aandnd hhe adddeed, “I thinink k ifif tthahat is 
the case that ththeyeyy aaaarerere mmigghthty y heheara d [s[sic] upp fforor mmenen. 
I believe in a chief knonowiwwiwingngngng hhowow tto o rereadad andd wrir te[;]
don’t t yoou think so too?” He finfinisiisshehehhess ththisis lletetteter:r  
“The Capt t sas ys that us boys are a seett ofofof hhhhigigigighh heeh adadeded 
Indians…I will try aand come home when pepeacacacce e e isisi  
dedeclclared, if health and lifee is spared, and not befof rere.””.” 
Daniel’s’ lletetters demonstrate a sense of humor and 
show his patriotism in his dedication to ttwow  nations.

Daniel Adams wrote letters home to 
his mother Electa Quinney Adams 
Candy. Electa, a Stockbridge Indian, 
was one of the first professional teachers 
in Wisconsin, teaching at Kaukauna 
territory in 1828. Today, the Electa 
Quinney Institute for American Indian 
Education and Policy Studies, named in 
her honor, is located at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
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“We have lost another man, he died 
about [20] minutes ago… I will try and 
come home when peace is declared, if 
health and life is spared…”               

Daniel Adams in a letter to his mother
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Daniel’s second letter of September 9, 118662,2, eeexpxpxpppplalalalaininininiii edededdedddd tttttttthahahahahahahhhahahhhhhhhhhhh t t t ttt ttt heheheheheheehehehehehheehehehehhhh  
was in the hospital but was getting betterr. . HeHeHe wwwwasasasss ggggrararaaraaaaaaateteteteefufufufufuuufuuul l l l lllll ththththththhtthhththhhththhhhhhtthatatatatatatataatatatatatataat   
the nurse was kind and was taking goodd ccararreee ofofofo hhhhimimimimmmm.. .. . “I“I“I“I“IIIIIIII ssssshahahahahahhhhhahhhhhhh lllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
remember him as long as I live.” He laamementnts,s,, ““““wewewewe hhhhhhavavavavavvvveeeeee lolololollolololllllolooostststststststststtststssts  
another man, he died about [20] minutees s agago.o.o.””” HHHHHHHHHe e e e teteteteteeellllllllllllllllllllll s s s sss sss hihihihhihihhhihihihhh ss s s ss sssss
mother that his captain has not visited ththe e mememennnn whwhwhwho o o o ooo araraararara e e ee ee ililililllilillilillii l l l lll l lll anananananananannnananannannnnnanannnndd d dddddddddddd ddddddddddddd
wonders how the captain expects them ttooo lilikekeke hhhhimimimmmmimmmmmm..... LaLaLaLaLaLaLaLaLLLLaateteteteteeeter r r rrr rrrrrr ththththhhththhhththhhthhhthhhhhhhhthhatatatatatatatatatatataatatatatataa  
month, on September 25, 1862, still in Sprpriningfigfigfielellelllld,d,d,d, MMMMMMM sisisisissssosososoourururururururrruruurururrurrrri,i,i,i,i,i,,i,i,i,i,iii,ii,i,i,iii   
Daniel wrote, “tell Sarah not-to-get disscocoururagagagedededed aaaaaboboboboboboututututuutututuuuuut mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmarararararrarararraraaaaa riririririririiiiiiriiriiiiagagagagagagaggagaagagaagaagaggagagge ee e eeeeeeeeeee
for I read an account of a lady 60 years ggetettitingngngg mmmmmarararararrrriririririiiriiededededddddddddd ttttttttto o oo o oo o oooo a aaaaaaa a a aaaaaaaaaa yoyoyoyoyooyoyoyoyooyoyoooyooooy ununununununununununununnuunununnnu g gg gg g g gg gg g ggggggggg
man 16, what do you think of that?” WWe’e’rere nnnototott ssssururururrrrre e e eeee whwhwhwhhwhwwhhhhhhhhhhhwhhwhhoooooo SaSaSaSaSaSaSaSaSSaSaSaSSSS rararararararararrararararararah h h hhhhhhhhhhhh hhhhh isisisisisisisisisisisisisiisisiisis,,,,,,,,,,,
but clearly she is not yet married. He fifinin shsheses hhhisisisi llllletetetettteteteteetettter r rr rrr rrrr wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwiiwwiwiiww thththththththththththhhththththhhthhhhh gggggggggggggggggggggoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo d dd d dddddd ddddd d dddddddddddd dddddddd
thoughts and loving greetings to his mototheher r anannd d d d fafafafamimimimimimiiilylylylylyylyylyyyy......

Daniel Adams died of disease on Februauaryry 2221,1,1, 1118686868663,3,3,3,333 iiiiin n n n nnnnnnnn SpSppSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSppSpSpSpSppSpSppppppppppppririririririririririririrrrririringngngngngngngngngngngngnggnggngnngfiefiefiefiefiefifiefiefiefiefiefiefifiefiefifiefiefifieefiefifififiefififififififiefiefifi ldldldlldldldldldldldlddldldldlddlddlldlddldldddddd,,,,,,,,,,,,
Missouri. Like two out of three Civil Waarr cacaasusususualalala titititiiiiesesesess,,,,,,,,, hehehehehehehehehheheheheheheheh sssssssssssucucucucucucucucucucucucccucucucucucucucucuucucucucucuccucuuccucccucuumbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbbmbmbbmbmbbbbbmbmbmbbbbbbmbmbm edededededededededededededededededededededeedeedededdddddddd 
to disease rather than a bullet. Daniel waas s bubuuuririririedededed iiiinnnnnnnn ththththhhhththhhhhhe e e e eeeeeeeee SpSpSpSpSpSpSpSSpSpSpSpSpSpSpSpppSpSpSpSpSpppSpSpSppririririririririririririririir ngngngngngngngngnngngngngngngngngnggngnggngngngnngngnngnnnnngngfiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefiefieefiefifieefiefifieldlddldldldldldldldldldldlddldldldlddddldlldldddddddd 
National Cemetery. Electa applied for heher r sososoon’n’n’n’s s s s mimimimimiimm lilililililliitatatatatatatatattaryryryryryryryrryyryryyryryyyyyy ppppppppppppppppppppenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenennnennnnsiisisisisisisisisiiisisisisisisisiiiiononononononononononononononononnonoononooonoooooooooooooooooooooo   
and finally received $8 a month in 1882. ShShe e e wawawaas s s s lilililillilil viviviviivivivv ngngngngngngngngngngnggggg iiiiiiiiiiiiin n n n n n nnnnnnnnnnnn n
Stockbridge according to Wisconsin penensisionononn rrrrececececcorororororrrdsdsdsdsddsdsdsddss. . . . 

Of the five Stockbridge-Munsee men whwho o enenennlilililiststststedededededde iiiiiiin n n n nnnnnnn CoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCooCoCoCoCoCoCoompmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmppmpmppananananananananananananananananaaaannanny y y yyy y y yy y yy yyyy y A,A,A,A,A,A,A,A,AA,AA,AAA,A,A,A,A,A,AAAA,A,A,A,A,AA,AAAAA,AAAA   
2nd Cavalry, Daniel was one of the firsst t toto eeenlnlnlnlisisisistttt ananananaannnddddddddd ththththththththhthhhhthhhhthhhe e ee e e eeee eeeeeeeeeeee onononononononononnnnnnnonoonnnlylylylylylylylylylylylyylylylylylyylyylyy oooooooooooooooooonenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenenneneeneneeneenennnn  
to die during service. He had signed up onono OOOOctctcctobobobobbbbererererereerr 111111116,6,6,6,6,6,6,6666,6,6,6,6,66, 11111111186868686866886868686868868686868888888661,1,1,1,11,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1,1  
just six months after the war’s beginninng,g, aaalololongngngng wwwwwitititititthhhhhhhh twtwtwtwtwtwtwtwtwwtwtwtwtttwttwtwtwwoooooooooooooooo otoototototototototototototototototttthehehehehehehehehehehehehhehehehehehehher r r r rr r rr rr rrrrrrrrrrrrr
Stockbridge Indian men, Peter Metoxeen n anannd d d AbAbAbAbAAbrararararaaaahahahhahahahhahaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmm PyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPyPPPPPPPPyPyPyPyPyye,e,e,e,e,e,ee,e,e,e,e,ee,e,e,eeee JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJr.r.r.r.rr.r.r.rrr.rrrrrrrr

Another Stockbridge man, Jonas C. Davividsds,, frfrfromomommm WWWWWWWauauauauauuuauuauuauauuauaupupupupupupupupupupupupupupupuuupuupuupuun,n,n,n,n,n,n,n,n,n,n,n,nnnn,nn,n,nnnnnnn,nn, jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjoioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioioiooioioioiiooioineneneneneneneneneneenennnenennnnennenn ddddddddddddddddddddd
Company A on January 21, 1865. He wrototee toto OOOOscscscsceoeoeoeoeolalalalalalalaalallaaaaa QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQuiuiuiuiuiuuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiuiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeeyeyeyeyeyeyey oooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
March 2, 1865, discussing new weapons anand d d a a a a babababaaaay y y y hohohohooh rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrssssse e e e eeeeeeee wiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwiwwiwiwiwwwwwwiw thththhththththththththththththththththhhthhhhhhh 
military experience. Jonas was stationedd iiin n n MeMeMeMempmpmpmpppppphihihihiihihihiiihih s,s,s,s,s,s,s,s,ss, TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTeneneneneneneneneneneneneneneneeeeeeeennnenenenenennneneneneneneneeneneneneneneneneneeneessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  
when he wrote: 

Jonas had not received a letter from Stockckbrbrrididdgegegeggggee ssssssininininiiiiiiinnncececececc hhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
left Wisconsin. The recipient of his letter,r, OOOscscsceoeoeoeolalalalaaaaaaaaaaa QQQQQQQQQQuiuiuiuiuiuiiuuu nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyeyeyyeyyeyyyeeyyyyy,, , , ,, ,,
corresponded with Daniel Adams, Peteer r MeMeMetototooxexexexexxxx n,n,n,n,nnnnn aaaaaaandndndndndndn JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJononononononononooooononoonnonononoonasasasasassassasasasasas 
Davids, keeping in touch with his fellow ttriribababab l l memememeeeembmbmbmbmbmbmbbbererererrrrers.s.s.s.s.s.s.s OOOOOOOOOOOOn n n n n nnnnnnnnnnn
June 19, 1865, Jonas was discharged withth aa dddisisissababababililililitititititi y.y.y.y. HHHHHHHHHHHe e e e eeeee iisisisisisisisis oooooooooooneneneneneneneneneeneneeneen ooooooooooooooooof ff ff f f f fffffffffff
13 Civil War soldiers buried in the Red SpSpriringngngs s s CeCeCeCeCeCeC mememememememememmmmmeteteteteeeteeryryryryyryryryyyryyryyyry oooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn thththththhthththhhthththththtthhhhhhhe e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
Stockbridge-Munsee Reservation in Shawawananno,o,o, WWWWWisisisisii cococococococococcocoocoonsnsnsnsnssn inininininnnnininiinnin.......

 I have seen some of the boys. I seen the fourteenth regt. 
 pass threw here I seen Abraham Israel, Dan Tousey, 
 David Dean and John Dean and old Tinker and a number 
 of the Oneida boys Obed Dodge is in the hospital yet but 
 he is better he came in our barracks yesterday he looks 
 quite smart, the rest of the boys are well.
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JoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJJoJoJoJoooJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJoJooJoJoJoJoooJooJooooJoonanananananananananananananananannananannanananananannanaanananaaanananananaaaaaaaaaanas s s s s s s s sss sss s sss s ss ssssssssssss sssssssssssss sssss DaDaDaDDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDDaDaDaDaDDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDDaDaDaDaDaDaDDDaDDaaDDDaaaaDaDaDavivivivivivivivivivivivivvivivivivivivivivivivivvivivivivivivivivvvvvivviviivviidsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsddsdsdddsdddsdsdsdsddsdsdsdsdsdsdsdsdddsdsddssdsdsssd  
cococococococcococococococococococococococoococoocococcococccooocoooccorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr esesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesessessssesesesesessesessesseseseeeseeessseesessessspopopopopopopopopoppopopopopopopopopopopopoppopoppoopopoopopoppppppoppoppopopoppoopopoopoppppopppppp ndndndndndndndndndndndndndnndndndndndndndndndndndndndndnndndndndndndnddndndnndddndnnndnddndnddddndnddnndedededededededededededededededededededededededededededdedededddeedededdedeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeedeeeeede wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiitiititititititititittitititiititiiititititittititiititititittitiiiitttttth hh h h hh h hhhhhhhhhh hhhhh hhh hhh hhhhhh hhhhhhh
OsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOOOsOsOsOsOOsOOOsOsOsOsOsOsOsOOsOOOsOsOsOsOsOOOsOsOOsssOsOsOsOsOOsO cecececececececececececececececeecececeececececececeecececeececcceeceeeceeceololoololololololololololololololololololololololololololoolooooolololoooloooooooololo a a a a a a a aa aaaaa aaa aaaa aa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa QuQuQQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQuQQuQuuQQuQuQQuQuQQQuQuQuQuQQuQuQQQQuQuQQuuQuQuQuQuuQuQuQQuQuQQuQQQQQuQuQQ inininiinininininiinininininininininiiinnininniininninininninininininiinninniiinnnninnnnnnnenenenenenenenenennenenenenenenenenennnenenenenenennenneneennnennennenennnnnnennennneneeneey yy yyy y yyy y yyyyy yyy yyyyyyy yyyyyyyyy yyyyyyyy
kekekkekekekekekekekekekekekekkkkekekekekekekkkekkkekekekekkkkekkkkeekkkkkkkkeeepepepepepepepepepepepeppepepepepepepepepepeppepepepepeppeppepepepepepepppeppepeeppepeppepeppepininininininiininininininininininininininininiiininininninininninnnnnninininnni g g g g g g g g ggg ggg gggggggg gggggggggggggggggggggggggg ggggggg gg hihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihihhihhihihihhhhihihhihihhihihhihihiiihiihihhhhhihhhihihhiihhhhhhhhhhh mm m mm m mmmm mmm mm mmm mmmm mm mmmmm mmmmmmm apaapapapapapapapapapapappapapapaappapapapapapapapapappappapapapapapapapaappapapapaapppappprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprprppprprpprrprprpppppprprprprpppppprisisisisisisissisisisisisisisisisisisisiiisisisisississssisssssssissississisedededededededededededdededededededeeddededededdeddededededdedeedededddedededeededdedededededddddd  
ofofofofofofoffofofofofoffoffofoffofofofofofoffofoffffofffofofofofofofoofofofofoffofoffooffoofoffofoffofofffoff tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehehehehehhehehehehehhhehhehehehhehhhheheheheheheehehhehehehhhehehehehehehhehh wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweleleleleleelellelelelelelelelelellllelelleleleleleleleleleleeeeeeeeeeleelelellleeeeeell-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-ll-l-l--l-l-l-l-l--l--lll-l-l-l-l-llllllll bebebebebebebebebebebebebeebebebebebebebebebebbbebebebbebebbebbebebebebebbebebbbeebbbeeebbebebbebebebebebeebebebebbebebeeeininininininininininininininininininininininiiniiininninininininininininiiininningg g g g g g g g ggg gggg gggg ggg gggg g ggggg ggggggggggggggggggg
ofofofofoffofofofofofofofoffofofofofofofofofofofofoffofofofofofofofofofofoffoffffofofofffoffofofoofoofofofofoofofofoffffffff f f f f f f ff fff ff f f ff f f f fffffff ff f ffffffffff ffffffffffffffffffelelelelelelelelelelelelellelelelelelelelelleleleleleleleleleeeleleelellleeeeeeeleelee lololololololololololooololololololllllololololololollloololooooooolooolow w w w w w w wwww ww w w w www w wwwwwww wwwwwww w www ww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwww trtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrrtrtrtrrtrtrrrrtrrttrrrrtribibibibiiibibibibibibibibibibibibibbibibibibbibibibibibibibibibbbbibibibiibibi alalalalalalalalalalalalallalalaalalalalalalalallalaalalalaaaalalalaalalalaalalallaalalallaalalallaaaaaallaa  
mememememememememememememememmememememememememmememememeeemememmeememmemmememmmmmmmemeeemmeeeembmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbbmbmbmbmbmbbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmbmmbmbmmmmbbmbmbmbmmbmbmbmbbmbmbmbbmbmmbmbmbbbbbbbmbbbbererererererererererererererererereerereerereeerrerererererereeeereerreeereere s.s.s.s.s.ss.ss.s.s.s.ssssss.s.s.s.sss..s.s.s.sss.ss.sssss.ssss

81

ARVIAARVIARVIARVIAAAARAAARVIA D E.D E.D E.D E.E MILMILMILMILMILMIMM LER LER LERLER ERE LIBRLIBRLIBRLIBRLIBRIBRBRARY/ARY/ARY/ARYARARAAA MUSEMUSEMUSEMUSEMUSEUM UM UMUM UMM

COURCOCOURCOURCOURCOURCOURCOUROURCOUCOURURCOUROUOUCOURUU TESYTESTESYTETETESYTESESSTETTESYS OF OFOF DONDONNNNNNNNNNDONNNNNNNN A HOA HOHA HOA HOA HOA HOOGERHGERGERHGGERHRGERERG UIS,SIS,UIS,ISIS,UIS,IS,SSS  
IN HHIN HHHONONORONORNNONNNNN OF OF HERHERHHEERER ERRHEER EREEER GRANGRGRANGRANGRANGRANRANARA DMOTDMOTDMOTDMOTDMOTOTODMOOTM HEHERHEHER R RR R RRRRHERRH R
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Three other Stockbridge-Munsee men enlisted d inin tthehe 
Union forces of Kansas; they were Abner W. Abrramams,s, 
Jacob Dick, and Levi Konkerparte (also spelled aas s
Konkapot; not the Levi Konkapot whose story waas tooldld 
above.) Abner was born in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas s, on 
February 14, 1847. His family had migrated from WiWWW scononononsisisss n 
in 1839. He enlisted at Ft. Lincoln on August 252555, , , 1818886262 
with the 2nd Light Artillery Battery, mumum ststssts ererrededeed oooooututututut oonn nn
Auugugust 111,, 1186865,5, aandnd ddieed d onon JJananuauaryry 999, 19927272777. . HeHeHeHe iiiiissss
buuburiiririeddededed iiiinn thhtheee GrGranand dd ArArAAA mymymy ooof f thththheee ReReeReepupupupup blblblicicii ((((GAGAGAGAGAGAR)R)R)R)) 
ceceememem teteeryryryy iiiin n MiMiM amami,i,, OOOOklklklklahahahahomomommaa.a.

AbA ner AbAA rams serveeed d d wiwiwiththth 
ththththe e KaKaKK nsnsasas 22ndnddnd LLigiggghthththttt AAAAArtrtilililleeleleeeryryryryry 
BaBaBBaatttttttt ererrrry y y yyyy babababb sesed d ououout tttt t ofofofofffofof FFFFFFFFororororrrrrt tt t ScSccS otottotttottt.t.t.t.tttt  
ThThThTTTThThe ee ee unununuunuu ititititii sssawawawawaw aaaaaactctctctctioioioioonnnnnnn ininini mmmmanananaaany y yy
weweststteree n nn enengagag gegeg memementnttnts.ss.
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Abner Abrams and 
his Cherokee wife,
Maria Gafford.                                    
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Menominee Civil War 
Veterans Post No. 261 
was the only Grand 
Army of the Republic 
(GAR) post to exist on an 
Indian Reservation. 

We have a glimpse of their mototivivatattioioi nsnsnsn ffffrororoomm m m mm mm ththththththheeeeeee
letters and stories of Wisconsnsinn’s’s AAAAmememeririr cacaaan nnnn InIInInInInIndididiiiidid anananananann 
soldiers, showing pride and d cooc mmmmmmitititi memeementntn ttttttoooooo dududududuuuduutytytyttytyyyyyyyyy  
to their tribal nations and ththe UnUnUU itiiteded SSSStatatatataaatetetetetetes.s..s.s.s..s TTTTTTTTheheheheeeheheheeeeey y y yyy yyyyy y y y yyyyyyy
relate hope for the future andd tthehe ddeesesesesesiririrrire eee e tototoototooootoo hhhhhhhaavavavavavavaaaaavvvvee eeeeee eee
land and make a living from m momoththerererererer eeeeeeeararaararthththththhth..... ThTThThThTThThThTThThheyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeyyeyyyyeyyyy sssssshohohhhohohohohohohohohhhhhhhohoohhoohoowwwwww w www wwwwwwwwwwwww
a love for family and friendndds,s, aa sssenenenensesessesesee oooooooooof fff f f papapapapapaaapaaap trtrtrtrtrtrrioioioioiooioootititititiiititititiititiiitititiiititit ssmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmsmmmmmmmmsmsmsmsmmsmsmsmsmsmsmmmmmmsmsmssmmmmmmsmmsmmmmmmmsmmmsmsmsmmmsmmsmsmmsmsmmmmsmsmmmmmmmmsssmmmssmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmsm,,,, , , ,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,,
and tradition. Daniel Adamms s susuusuuuuummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ededdeddedededdededd uuuuuuuuuuuppppppppp ththththhhtttt e eeeeee bebebebebebebbebebeeebbebebbelililililillililililllililliliiillliliililliillliillill efefefefffefeffefeffeffeffefefefefffffeeffffffe  
of many of these soldiers, wwheheennnnnn hehehehehehehehhhe wwwwwwwwwwwrororororororrorororrrorotetetetetetetettettetee: :: : ::::: “I“I“I“I“I“I“I“I“III wwwwwwwwwwiliilililllillll ll ll trttrtrtrrrtrrtrrtry y y yy y y yyyyy
and come home when peacee iiiiiiisssssssssssssss dededeededdddeddddddddddddddd cclclclclclcclararaaararararrararaaarararaararaaaaaararararraarredeedededeedededededededee , , , ,, ,, ififfifififfiffif hhhhhhhhhhhhheaeeaeaeaeaeaaeeaaaltltltltltltltltltltltltltttthhh hh h hhhhhhhhh 
and life is spared, and not tt bebeeeeeb ffofofffofofffoooofoooorererererererereereererereerereeeerreereerreeerr ”””.””.”.””.””””””.””.”.”””.”.”.””””.”.”””.”........ AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAssss ss s s s s s sssss ss wwewewewewwwwwwwwwwwewewewewewewewewewewewewewwwwweweewwwewwewewewwwewewwwweweweewwewwwwwweweewwwwwewewwe kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkknnnnnnnnnnononononnnnnononnonnonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnow,w,wwww,www,ww,,, 
Daniel died of disease andndd wwwasasasasasasasassasaasssassasaa bbbbbbbbbbbbbururuururuuruururururururrurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrieieiiiieieeiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiedddddddddddddd atatatatatatatattttatatataattttatatattt
the Spriingfieeldd NNationaalll CeCeCemememeeeteteeeeeryrryryryryryryyyryyryrrryryryryryryryryrryryryyrrryryryrrryrrrrrrrrrryryryyyyy..
HeHee ggavave ee hihis s liifefe fororor tttwowwo nnnatatatioioionsnssnsnsnsnnn ....

84

MENOMINEE TRIBAL HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION OFFICE



Other Unsung Heroes 
of the Northwoods:
Mistaken Identities, 
Unmistakable Valor

Like other soldiers, some 
American Indians were
captured in battle and 
imprisoned. John Ransom, a 
prisoner at Andersonville,
Georgia, wrote that his survival 
depended greatly upon his 
ffriendship with “a Minnesota 
Indian” named Battese. 
It appears that this name is 
incorrect as he cannot be 
located in Minnesota military 
records. While his true 
identity may be forgotten, 
his kindness is not.

Kenshottentyche served in 
Company H, 9th Kentucky. 
Most accounts repoorrt he was s
Mohawk, but therree isis nno 
definitive evidencece oof f ththisisss. ... 
Fellow soldiers quuicicklkly y y
befriended Kenshshotottetentnttycycycychhe,
better known to o ththeme aas ss ss
Flying Cloud. InIn tthehe bbattattltltlleeeee off 
Chickamauga, GGeoeorgrgiaiaaaa,, a a aaa aa
bullet struck the hahandndsososoooomemememeeememeee 
soldier, tearingng aawaway y
much of his upuppeper r jajaw w w
and leaving hihim m hohorrrrribibblylyylyly 
disfigured. Aftfterer 
recuperatingg iinn aa 
Georgia hosppital,
Flying Cloudd returneed d ddd
to fight with hiss 
Kentucky coomrades s 
throughout tthe warr..
Pictured herre is the 
Kentucky MMonumennt t 
at Chickamaauga 
Battlefield.                                                                   
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Grand Army of the 
Republic poster

–Eric Leonard

–Chris Young



In June 2012 at the Poplar Grove National 
Cemetery in Petersburg, Virginia, several 
Menominees’ gravestones, and that of a 
Brothertown Indian, John B. Coyhis, were 
identified by the National Park Service. Plans 
are underway to rehabilitate this historic Civil 
War cemetery and to give these and other 
American Indian soldiers the recognition they 
deserve. This is a fitting tribute not only to these 
soldiers, but to the great tradition of American 
Indian military service in the United States in 
every war from the Revolutionary War 
to the present. Little has been known or written 
about the service of indigenous people during 
the Civil War. Even less is known of the 
reasons why they served. Was it for tradition, 
patriotism, or economic reasons? I believe 
it was for all of the above.
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In June 2012, several 
gravestones of Menominee 
and Brothertown Indians 
were identified by the 
National Park Service at 
Poplar Grove National 
Cemetery.

A Luminary Event at Poplar Grove on 
Veteran’s Day honors the soldiers who fell at 
Petersburg, including American Indian soldiers 
from Wisconsin and Michigan.
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The Civil War in Indian Territory
Theda Perdue, Atlanta Distinguished Professor Emerita
of Southern Culture and History
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

In thehehee eeeararlyly 1180800s0s0 ,, ththththee Unitttedededed SSStatatatatatetetetetes s trtrrieieiieii d d dddddd ttototot cccccccccccccononononncececeentntntraaar ttte 
its Innndiddidiianana ppopulululatatioioonn wewewesststs ooof fff thhthhee e e MMisssisissisis ppppp i i RRiRiRiRiRiRiRRiRiveveveveveveveveeevever.r.rr  
Passagagge e e ofofof tthehee IIndndiaian n ReReemommovavaall l AAct in 1183830 0 acaccececeeelellelelel rrararatetedddd
thhisis eeffoffortrt aanddd rrresesesesulullltetetet d d inin thehe f foorrciciblblee reer lolocaatitiononnn ooooof fff fifivfive e 
laargrge Indidianan nnatatioionsnsss ff ffrororom m ththheee SSoSSoutheastt totot wwhatt t iss ttododayay  
tht e statate e ofof OOkllahahomoma. AAs thhee CCivil War r apapprp oaoaoacchhheded,, ththe e 
USUS ggovovernmnmenent t rreasassisigngneded tthehe ssoldiers ststata ioionened d inin IIndndiian 
TeTerrrriti oryy toto ssupuppoportt tthe UUninionon war effoffortrt. ThThee CoConfnfedederate
governmeentn mmooved iintntoo this breach ana d d nenegogotiata eded nnewe  
treaties with leeaaders frfrom the Cherokekee,e, CChihickckasasaww, 
Choctaw, Creek, and Seminole Nationsns. TThe wawar did not 
end well for these nations. The United States forced them 
to cede much of their land, and they suffered privations 
long after the conflict ended.
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ThThThThThThThThThThThThheeee eee ee CCChhChhCCChCCCCCCC icicci kakak sasaaawsswsww , ,, ChChChChereee okkkkkeeeeeeeeeeeeeees,ss,ssss,ss,s,, CCCCCCCCCCCChohohohohohohhhhoohohohhhoctctctcctcctctctawawwawaws,s,sss, CCCCCCCCCrerererereeekekekekekkekeee s,s,s,sss,, aaaaaandndndndndddn  
SSSeSSSSeSSeSeSSeeemimimimimimiminonononoononoollelelelelelessss whhwhwhwhoooo lilililliliveveevvevedd dd d ddd iiiininiinininnn IIIIIIIIndndndndndnddnn iaiaiaiaaiaiaiannnnnnnnn TTTTeTeTeTeTeTeTeerrrrrrrrrrrriititiititittororororororororyy y yyyy y duddududuududuu iiririrriririr ngngngngnnggg ttttttheheeheeheheee 
CiCiCiCiCiCiCCiCiCiCiivivivivviviviviviv llllllll ll WaWaWaWaWWaWaWaWaWaWaWaarrrrrr r r rr cacacacacacacac mememmmememm fffrororooom mmm thththththhee e e e sosososoosoututututu heheheheheeheasasasasasasteteteteteteternrnrnrnrnrnrnrn UUUUUUUUUUUUUUnininininn tetetetetetetetet dddddd StStSStStStSStSttStttt tatatatatatatataataata esesesesesesssss..... .
FoFFoFoFoFoooForcrccrcccc dedededeedede ffffffrororororommmmm thhthththhheieieieeeieieieirrr r r rrr hohhohh memmememeemeeelalalalaaandndnddndndddnds ssss inininininin ttttttthehehehehhehh 11111111183838388383883833333330s0s0s0s0s0s00s0s,, , , , thththththththhhhheyeyeyeyeeyyeyeyeyyy tttttttrararaaraarrarararaaavvevevevevevelllleleddddddd
whwhwhwhhatataatatt ccccccccamamamamamamamamme e ee ttotottoototot bbbbbbbeee eee kkkkknknknkknnknnk owowoowwowowwwnnnnnnnn asasaasaaaaasaas tttttttthehehehehehhehehehhe TTTTTTTraraaaailililili oooooofffff ffff f TeTeTTeTeTeTeTeTeTeTeTT ararararrarrararararararrarrrrrsssss sss s tototootototttooto llllllanaaandsdsdsds wwwwwwwesesssesesst t tt t

fofofoofofoffoff ttttttthehhehehehehehehe MMMMMMMMisisisisisiisissisisisisisisisisssssssssssssssipipipipipipipippppppipipipipipipiipipp RRRRRRRRRRRRRRiviviiivivivivivivivivvererererererrerrere ... ThTThTTThThThhhhheesesesesesessesese eeeeeeeeeee trtrttrrtrrrtrtrrribibibibibibibibbbibbbbbbbeseseesessessssese bbbbbbbbbbrororororororrororor ugugugugugugghththhhhh wwitiithhh hh h thtthththt emememmmmmm 
mumumumumumumumuum chchchchchhchchc ooooooooof ffffff ff thththththttthhtthttheieieieieeiirr rr rr iininininnininnnndididididididididid ggegegegegeggegegegeggg nonononononononnonnoususuusususususuusuu cccccccululululululuulultututututututtututtuuurererererererereee, , ,,,,, bububububububuuutt t tt tt ththththhthhthheyeyeyeyeyeeyeyeyeyeyy aaaaaaaaaalllslslslslslslslsooooooooooooooo brbrbrbbrbrbbrbbrbrrb ououououououoououououuuuooouo ghghghhghghghghggghgghgghghghghghghggggg tttttt ttttttttt
idididididdididddi eaeaeaeaeaeaaaeaeaaas ss ssssssssss anananananananaannaa dd d dd dddd d prprprprprpprprprpp acacacacacacacaactititititititititicecececececeecees ssssss s s acacacacaccccacacacacaaaacququququququququuququququqqqqquqqqqqqqqququqqqqqqqqqqqqq iriririririrrririrrriririri ededededeededdedededeeded fffffffffffffrorororororororororororooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ovovovovovovovooovovovovovererereererererrererereeereererer ttttttttttttttttttwowowowowowowwwowwowooowowowowoo cccccccccccceneneneneneeenenenenenenentututututtuuututuututuriiririrriririririiriririr esesesesessesesessesesesesess oooooooooooofffff fff ffffff 
cocococococococontntntntntnntn acacacacacacaccacaacacaaa t t t tttttttt wiwiiwiwiwiwiwiwiiwiwiiw ththhthththhthththhtththh EEEEEEEEEEEurururururururururuururrruru opopopopopopopopopoppopopopoppopopopoppppppppppeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaaeaeaeaeaansnsnsnsnsnsnnnsnnsnnnnnnsnns aaaaaaaaaaanddndnddndndndndddndnddnn AAAAAAAAAAAfrfrfrfffrfrfrfrfrrfrfrriiciciiciiciciciciciicicicananananaanananananaannns.s.sss.s.s.sss......ss... IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIInnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn papapapapapapapapapaapapapapapaaapaapapapapapaapapapapapapapapapappp rtrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrtrtrrrtrrtrtrtrtrtttrtrrrrtr iciciciiciicciccciicicciciccciculullulullululululululululluululululuuluuulu arararararrarrararararrrraraararrrrarrarararrrrarararar,,,,,,,,,,
sosososososossoosooosooosoosoommemememememmememmmmemmmeemeemmmmme IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIndndnddddddnddndndndndndnndndndndndnddnddiiiaiaiiaiiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiiaiaiiaansnssnsnsnsnsnnsnsnnsnn hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhadadaddadadaddddadadadaddadaadaddaddaddda aaaaaaaaaaaadodododododododododddoddododd ptptptpttptptptttptptptttptpptptptppppppp edededdededededededdedeeddeded ttttttttthehehehehehehehehehehee aaaaaaaaaattttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttitititititititititittitititittititititttuudududduddudududududdudududududududdududdddudddddu eeseseseseseseseseseseseseseess hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh leleleleleleeleleleleleeeleeeeeelellelelelld ddddddddddd d dddddddd bybybybybbbybbbybybbbybybbybbybybybybybybybybybyyyyyyy 
nnnonnononononononnnnoonnonononnonoonooon nnn-n-n-nn-n-nn-n--n-nnn InInInInnInInnInInInIInInnInInnnndiddididididididididdidididddd anananananananaaananannnns s sssssssss inininininnninininninnni ttttttttttthehehehhehehhehhhehheeheeehh SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSouououououououououuouououuouoouououuouuththththththththththhtttthtthtth aaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndnndndndndddd bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbououououououououuouuoouuouuuouououououuougghghghghghhghghghghghghgghghghhggghhg ttttttttt t tt tt tt t enenenenenenenenenennnnnnnnnnnnslslslslslslslsllslslslsslssssssllsslsss avavavavavavavavavavavavavavavvvavavvavavvvvvavvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvaavvavededdedededdedddedeeeeeeeedeee  

AfAfffA riririiriicacaccaansnsnsnsnnsnsnsnnnsnsnsnsnsnnsnnsss, , ,, , , ,, ,,, ,, whwhwhwhwwwhhwhwhwwhwhwhwhhhhhhhhhhhwhwhwhwhwhhhwhwhwhhwhwhhhhhhwhwhwhwwhhhhhhwwhhwhwhwhwhhhwhwhhwhwhhhhooommmooooooooooooo tttttheheheheheehhhehehehehehheeyy yyyyyy brbrbrb ouuououghghghg t tttttttt wiwiwwiththth ttttthhhhehhheheheheeeeeeeeehheeeeehheheheeeehhehehheheeheheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeh m m m m m m mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm totototototttotototottto IIIIIIIIIInndndndnnnnnnnn iaiaan n n TeTeTeerrrrrrrrititi orory.y. 
SoSoSooooommmemememmem ppururururururururururrurruruurrurrrrrrrrrchchchcchchccchchchchchchchchchchchchchchc asasasasasasassasasasasasasasaasasaasaaaasaaaaaaaaaaaaasaasaaaasaaaa ededde sslalaalaaveveveveveeevevvvessss afafafafteteteter rr ththththee fofoofof rcrrcccccedededddddddddeddddddddedddddddddddddddddddddd rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrremememememmeemeeememeeeeemme ovovovovvoo alalalalalalalala , , , ,, asasasas wwwwelellle l.l.l. 
ThThhThThThThT ee fivfive eeeeeee e trtrtrttrtrtrtrtrrrtribibibibbibibibibibbibibibbibbbbbbesesesessesesesesesesesesesesesessssssssesses aaaaaaaaaaaaaaalslsll o brbrouououuuuuoo ghghhgghghgghgg tt t wiwiwiwiwiiiiththththh ttttttthhheheheeehhheeemm m mmm stststssttssststtsttstststststststtstttsttrororororororrrrororoorongngngnggngngnnnn cccccononnonoonoo nenenenenectctctctctctttctctcttttctioiioiioioioioiioiooi nsnsnsnnnsns 
tot  the UUnininiiiiteteteteteteteeeed ddd dddd d StStStStStSttStStStStStStStSSStSStSSSSSStSSSS aaataaa eses. . TrTreaeatitiiititiesseseeee bbbetetetetettttwewweweeeen ttttttthhhehehhehehehehehehhehehehehehehhehhhheh UUUUUUUUUUnnininnnn tet d dddddd StStSStatatatesese  
anana d d the soooveveveveverererereeeeigggggigigiggigigigigggnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn InIndidianan NNattioioionsnsn ddddefiefineeen d d d ddddddddddddddd ththhthtthththeieieieieieiirr r rr reremamaininininininng g g g
riririighgghghtstst , , idennnntitititifiefiefiefiefiefiefi d d dd dd dd ththththththththththt eieieieir r rr tetet rrrrititororiaal l bobboounundadaaririiiiiriiiiiiieeesesesesesese , , , pprprprprovo iddededd
cocococommpmpensaatiionononon ffffforororororor lllllllaanananaanddd cececededededdd,d aandndd delelelelinininineaeaeaeaaatetetetetett d d d d mummm tuall 
obo liigatit ons bebeeetwtwtwtweeeeeeeeen n nn nn eeaeaeeeachchh triiribebebeb aaanndndn tthehehe UUUUnininininiinn tetetetetted d d d Sttata ese . 
MiM ssiionanaririese wwhohoho bbbuiuiuiuiiltltltll sschchoooolsls aandnd cchuhurcrccrchehehehhh ss s inin sommee ofofof 
ththhhee Inndian natationsns oooftfttenenn cccamame e frfromom nnoorrrthththerern n ststatateses aandndnd hhhadad 
UnUnioionn syympmpata hies. A A ththirird d fafactctctororo iinnn thththt e e mimix wawas s faactctc ioi naliism 
dating back to when tribb lal mmembeb rs ddisi aggreeded over the issue 
of removal. Ulltimately, this baggage—southern rootts, 
northern relationships, and internal divisions—drew thhe 
five nations into the American Civil War.

OnOnOnOnOnO tthehehehehheh TTTrailililill oooooof f fff TeTTeTearararrrrssssss
MAX MA D. SD. STANDTANDTANDTANDAAANTA DLEY,EY,LEYLEYL COUC RTESTESY Y 
R. MR. MICHEICHELSOLSONONONNN GAALALLLGA LERLERILERILE ES EE   
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At the time of the Civil War, tribal laws established the 
legitimacy of slavery and regulated relations between 
the races in the five nations. Southern Indians
enslaved over 8,000 Africans who comprised 14% of 
the total population in their nations, greater than the 
percentage of enslaved people in neighboring 
Missouri and comparable to that in the upland South. 
Even so, not all southern Indians owned slaves or 
approved of the institution of slavery: opinions 
differed from tribe to tribe as well as slaveholder to 
slaveholder. The Chickasaw and Choctaw nations, 
whose land bordered Texas, were the tribes most 
committed to slavery; they became the most steadfast 
in their support of the Confederacy. 

Like all Americans,
Indians were divided 
over slavery 
during the Civil War.
The percentage of 
African Americans 
enslaved in the
Indian nations was 
similar to that in the 
upland South.

Indians were divided over slavery and 
secession, just as they had been about 
Indian removal. Though Creek leader 
Opothle Yohola and Cherokee Chief, 
John Ross opposed removal and owned 
slaves, they aligned with the Union.

Cherokee Chief, 
John Ross

RESERESEARCHARCH DIVDIVISIOISION ON, OKLAHKLAHOMAOMA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The Seminole Nation was the most ambivalent of the 
five nations about slavery. Before their expulsion from 
the Southeast, Africans who had escaped from slavery 
in the United States or the Creek Nation had joined the 
armed Seminole resistance to removal. Now free, these 
former slaves feared re-enslavement upon the arrival of 
the tribes in the West. As a result, they refused to move 
into the territory the Seminoles shared with the Creeks 
until 1856 when the lands and governments of the two 
nations became separate. Most Seminoles did not 
consider these free blacks their equals, but shared 
struggle made many Indians squeamish about enslaving 
them or, for that matter, other people of African descent. 

Creeks and Cherokees were divided over slavery and 
secession, in part because they grafted these issues onto 
the factionalism that had emerged during the removal 
crisis. Creek and Cherokee divisions over removal cannot 
be neatly categorized, at least in terms of slavery. 
Cherokee Principal Chief John Ross and Creek headman 
Opothle Yohola ardently opposed removal; both were 
slaveholders as were their opponents who advocated 
removal. As the Civil War approached, Ross and Opothle 
Yohola favored neutrality, which meant remaining 
aligned with the United States. The leaders of what had 
been pro-removal factions in each tribe tended to 
support the Confederacy. The Keetoowah Society, an 
organized group of culturally conservative Cherokees 
who had resisted removal, opposed slavery and saw 
themselves as protectors of the Cherokee Nation. 
Surviving leaders of the pro-removal Treaty Party 
formed the Southern Rights Party to champion 
slavery and a Confederate alliance.  

Escaped African 
slaves had helped 
the Seminoles in 
their resistance to 
removal. This made 
them squeamish 
about enslaving 
others. Pictured here 
is black Seminole, 
John Horse I.

CrCreeeekk leadaderer,,
Opothle YoYohoholalaa 
UNIVERSITY OF WAWASHINSHINNNNHINGTONGTOGTONGTONONTONGTONONN 
LIBRARIES, SPECIAL AL 
COLLCOLLECTIE ONS MAH0H07171111
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Whatever their personal views, southern Indians ended up 
having little choice in which side they initially took. In May 
1861 the United States withdrew its troops stationed in Indian 
Territory, a surprising decision that denied the Union an 
invasion route into Texas while it opened the door for a 
Confederate assault on Kansas. The Confederacy did not 
hesitate: soldiers from Texas occupied the abandoned forts,
and President Jefferson Davis appointed Arkansan Albert 
Pike to negotiate treaties with the tribes in Indian Territory. 
By the first of August, he had a treaty with four of the 
southern nations. The Cherokees signed in October. In the 
interim, other tribes to the west, including the Comanches,
also allied with the Confederacy. These alliances voided 
treaties with the United States and cancelled d 
the annuity payments that had helped fund 
tribal governments and services.

Cherokee leader, 
Degataga or (Isaac) 
Stand Watie     
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The South moved to incorporate Indians into the 
Confederate States of America. Treaties committed the 
Confederacy to assume the obligations of the federal 
government. Unlike the United States, 
the Confederacy granted the southern 
Indian nations representation in the 
Confederate Congress. The Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations and the 
Creek and Seminole Nations 
mustered soldiers into two 
Confederate regiments while the 
Cherokees assembled two regiments, 
one under the auspices of the nation led by 
John Drew, a supporter of Chief Ross, and a second 
under the command of Stand Watie, who had signed 
the Cherokee removal treaty opposed by Ross.

ChCherokee 
leleaader
JooJ hn Drew

Exxpppert horo sememen 
ananddd d maarksmen,
ththe Cherokokokokokee 
MoMouunteddd d Riflfleflees 
werrre knooown fffor 
theiiie r r darririr ng 
ana dddd effectitititt vevvvv  
guguerrre illa tacctiticscs..
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In fall 1861 Opothle Yohola assembled Creeks and other 
Indians who took issue with the Confederate alliance at 
his plantation. They affirmed their loyalty to the Union. 
When Confederate forces moved to attack, these Loyal 
Creeks headed for Kansas with the Confederate soldiers 
in pursuit. Among the pursuers were Creeks under 
the command of Col. Daniel N. McIntosh, son of 
William McIntosh whom Creeks executed in 1825 for 
selling Creek land in Georgia. Opothle Yohola had been 
an official of the Creek National Council when it 
condemned the elder McIntosh to death. 

On November 19, Loyal Creek scouts surprised the 
Confederates at Round Mountain. The battle was 
indecisive, and the Creeks escaped capture. Although 

Creek Indian, 
Col. Daniel N. 
McIntosh
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they had few supplies and many had no shoes, the Loyal 
Creeks continued moving north. Confederate forces 
engaged the Creeks again on December 9 in a bloody 
skirmish at Chusto-Talasah, where many of the Cherokees 
under Col. John Drew deserted and joined Opothle Yohola. 
At Chustenahlah on December 26, the Confederates got the 
upper hand and captured most of the Loyal Creeks’ supplies. 
When Opothle Yohola and his followers finally made it 
to Kansas, they were half-frozen and near starvation. 
The US Army did little to help them, and conditions in their 
camp were deplorable. William Coffin of the US Office 
of Indian Affairs observed that the “destitution, misery 
and suffering amongst them is beyond the power of any 
pen to portray.” Nevertheless, every day more Indians 
loyal to the Union arrived in Kansas.

RoRoRooRRR ununununununund d d d dddddd MoMoMooooMoMoMoMooMoMoounununununuunnnunnnnu tatatatataatataaininininininini
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“O“O“O“OOn n ththththe e e e BaBaBBaBattttttttererere y”y”y                                                                                      
ThThThhe ee BaBaBaBatttttttttttttllelel ooff f f PePePeP a aa RiRiRiRiRiRiRR dgdgggggge

The major military engagement involving the Confederate Indian 
regiments took place at the Battle of Pea Ridge, fought March 6-8, 1862, 
in northwestern Arkansas. There Union forces dealt the Confederates 
a stinging defeat. For the Indian soldiers, they added insult to injury by 
claiming that Cherokee soldiers under the command of John Drew had 
scalped Union casualties, a charge that was never substantiated but got 
more play than the capture of Union artillery by Col. Stand Watie’s 
Cherokee troops. Demoralized by the defeat as well as the accusation 
of scalping, the Indian regiments withdrew to Choctaw lands. This 
retreat left the Cherokee and Creek Nations exposed. Not surprisingly, 
in June 1862 the Union Army invaded. The advancing soldiers pushed 
south through the Cherokee Nation to Fort Gibson on the border 
with the Creek Nation. They routed Indian troops at Cowskin Prairie 
(June 6-7), Locust Grove (July 3), and Bayou Menard (July 27). 
The Union commander made overtures to Cherokee Chief Ross, who 
at first rebuffed him in honor of his nation’s Confederate treaty. But in 
early August, Ross and his family along with most of Colonel Drew’s 
remaining soldiers accompanied the Union Army as it withdrew to 
Kansas. In October, Union forces captured Old Fort Wayne in the 
Cherokee Nation just west of the Arkansas line.
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Inn October 1862, 
UnUnion Cherokees, 
Deelawares, Osageges,s  
annd Semiinonoles 
atttat ckkeded the 
WWichchita Agency,
kikilll ing 
aapproximatatelely 
150 meen,n, women,
and d children 
of the Tonkawa 
Confederate 
Indians.

An Osage warrior

As the Union presence waxed and waned, civilians increasingly 
became the victims of both armies and of irregulars. In October 1862, 
Union Cherokees, Delawares, Osages, and Seminoles attacked the 
Wichita Agency, which was west of the Chickasaw Nation, and killed 
approximately 150 men, women, and children of the Tonkawa 
Confederate Indians. Individual attacks killed even more Indians. 
Union partisans killed fellow Unionist Cherokee Abijah Hicks, whose 
wife Hannah lamented, “How gladly I would have given up everything 
if they only would have spared my husband.” Left to raise five children, 
one of whom was an infant, her anguish intensified when she learned 
“that my poor husband was killed by ‘Pins [Cherokee Union soldiers 
distinguished by the crossed pins they wore]’ but through mistake, 
intending to kill another man.” Like many civilians in Indian Territory, 
she lost her provisions to Confederate soldiers. Desperate for supplies, 
Confederate Colonel Watie reportedly ordered that his men confiscate 
them from the wives of Union men. “The Federals come through and 
give us good words,” Hannah Hicks wrote in her journal, “then pass 
right on and leave us to a far worse fate than would have been 
ours if they had not come.” 
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A second Union invasion came in April 1863. Federal 
troops occupied Fort Gibson and engaged Confederate 
forces under the command of Colonel Watie, who had 
laid claim to the title of Cherokee principal chief upon 
Ross’s withdrawal. The Union Army routed Watie’s 
troops at Webbers Falls on April 25. In the first days of 
July, Union forces fended off the Confederates as they 
attempted to capture a Union supply train at the 
First Battle of Cabin Creek. On July 17, Confederate 
forces mobilized to retake Fort Gibson, but the Union 
Army met them at Honey Springs, approximately 
25 miles southwest of the fort in the Creek Nation. 

Col. Chilly McIntoshhh

At the battle of Honey 
Springs, Indian and 
African American 
soldiers outnumbered 
white soldiers.
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Creek George Washington Grayson later remembered 
the “war-speech” that Col. Chilly McIntosh delivered 
to the Confederate soldiers under his command: 
“Man must die sometime, and since he must die, he 
can find no nobler death than that which overtakes 
him while fighting for his home, his fires, and 
his country.” Grayson and McIntosh survived, 
but the Union Army dealt the Confederates 
a resounding defeat. 

Fort Gibson was
central to the storm 
of Civil War battles 
and skirmishes that 
swept through Indian 
Territory. 
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ThThe e irironon CCononfefefedederararatetee 
crcrcrososs s plplacaceded oonn BrBrigig..
GeGen.n. SSStatandndd WWWatatatiieie’s’s ggrarar veve 
teteeststs ifiififieses tto o hihhis s leleleadadererrshshshipip 
inin tthehe CCiivilil WWarar.  
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In the aftermath of the defeat, most of the Confederate 
Army in Indian Territory withdrew to the valley of the 
Red River, which separated the Chickasaw and Choctaw 
Nations from Texas. The families of Confederates fled 
as well, often taking their slaves with them. Once they 
reached safety from the Union Army, life became a 
struggle. In December 1863, Watie’s wife Sarah wrote to 
him from Rusk, Texas, that she “had not a scrap of meat 
or grease . . . fit to use” and 
that, except for two of her 
children, “all are bare of 
clothing.” For enslaved 
people, conditions were far 
worse. Sarah Wilson of the 
Cherokee Nation recalled 
that her master, Ben 
Johnson, “hired the slaves 
out to Texas people because 
he didn’t make any crops 
down there and we all lived 
in kind of camps.” Most 
of the Confederate refugees 
and their slaves spent at 
least two years in exile.

Skirmishes continued through 1864 with the 
Confederates ultimately having some success. In 1864, 
Watie’s command captured a Union steamboat carrying 
supplies to Fort Gibson on June 15, surprised a hay 
cutting party near Fort Gibson where they killed 40 
African American soldiers on September 16, and took a 
Union supply train on September 18-19. Such exploits 
earned Watie promotion to brigadier general. The final 
Union victory in Indian Territory took place in a minor 
skirmish at Old Boggy Depot in the Choctaw Nation on 
April 24, 1865. Watie’s surrender on June 23 at Doaksville, 
near Fort Towson in Indian Terrritory came two months 
after Gen. Robert E. Lee had surrendered at Appomattox 
and made the Cherokee the last Confederate general to 
surrender. The Chickasaws and Caddos, who lived 
further west, finally surrendered on July 14, bringing 
the Civil War in Indian Territory to an end. 

After the defeat 
at Honey Springs,
civilians allied with 
the Confederacy 
suffered greatly,
with little food or
clothing. Some 
spent more than
two years in exile.

Stand Watie was the last 
Confederate general to
surrender in the Civil War.
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The Civil War devastated the five nations, especially the 
Cherokee Nation, which had suffered most of the military 
action and guerilla raids. Estimates of the war dead range 
from 6,000 to 10,000 and among the Cherokees, Creeks, 
and Seminoles reached 25% of their total population. Homes, 
farms, public buildings, businesses, schools, and churches 
lay in ruins and approximately 300,000 head of cattle as well 
as other livestock had been lost. The violence that had 
erupted among the Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles 
meant that the war ended with these nations deeply divided, 
as they had been at the end of the removal era. 

The Choctaws and Chickasaws had been largely united 
in their support of the Confederacy, but among the other 
three nations rival governments threatened to emerge. 
In the end, the nations had to work out their internal 
problems for themselves. The Seminoles had two principal 
chiefs until 1872. The Creeks managed to write a unifying 
constitution in 1867, but factionalism rooted in removal 
and the Civil War continued until Oklahoma statehood 
in 1907. Cherokee Confederates initially demanded 
a division of their nation but got only the right to live 
in a separate district. Surprisingly, the Cherokees, 
who perhaps had been the most bitterly divided, 
managed to come together after the death of 
Chief John Ross in 1866. Prominent members of his 
party joined with the old pro-removal party to elect 
Lewis Downing chief and usher in a period 
of political stability. 

EaEEachch ooof ff ththhe e fivfifi e nanaatititit onononsss hahahaddd totto 
unuunundededertake thththee e e hahhard worrk k ofof hheaealiliingnggngng 
ananand d d unununu ififif iiyiiyingngng aaamomomongng ttheheiri  ownwnn 
people. HeHeHeHerere, ChC ickasaaww leleadderers s 
meet at thththeir capitol l bubuilding in n
Tishhomomminingo, OkOklalahoh maa..
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ThThhThThThThThThououououghghghgh j j j jusustitififiablbly proud of 
hthththththhth ieieieieieiieieieieeieirrrr rr seservrvrviciciciciicee,e,ee tthe war that 

prprprpppp esese ererveveveveddd d thththhe ee UnUnUnU ioi n left the 
fivfivee nanatttiionnonss s as ddeeply divided 
aas they had beenen at the ene d offf 
ththee reremom val l era.a PPictuurered d heheerrerr  
is a Seminole e veveteteraran.n  
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The federal government had based its relationship
with the Indian nations on treaties that were nullified
when those nations signed on with the Confederacy. 
Consequently, US officials summoned delegates from 
the five nations to Fort Smith, Arkansas, in September
1865 to negotiate new treaties. The US commissioners 
announced that by violating their treaties with the 
United States, the five nations had forfeited both their
annuities and their lands. The five nations were 
horrified, especially the three that had provided 
considerable support to the Union, and they agreed 
to accept only treaties of peace and friendship at Fort 
Smith. They left thornier matters for a subsequent 
treaty conference in January 1866 in Washington, D.C.   

HoHoHorrrrrrifiififieded by y the 
outcome off thehhe 
Fort Smith meetings, 
the nations hoped for
better news when they 
went to Washington,
D.C. in 1866.
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Fortt SSmith, Arkaanssasaas

“The graves of eight 
hundred warriors, fallen 
by our side in your service, 
testify that we have done 
our duty. Now . . . all we 
ask is that the Government 
do its duty to us . . . . We 
ask no gifts, no charities,
but simply our rights for
which we have fought and 
bled in your armies . . . . 
We entreat you to regard 
sacredly your past treaties 
with us, and to enact no 
law that shall sweep out 
of existence [that] which 
you have guaranteed 
to us forever.”

–the 1186866 6 DeDelelegagatitionon
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All five nations agreed to 
emancipate their slaves, but they 
continue to debate the tribal rights 
of the freedmen’s descendants 
even today, an enduring legacy 
of the Civil War.
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ThThThe trrreaatiies signned in Waashington revealed the 
wweweaknennesss of the five natioons. All of them lost territory on 
wwhwhichhh thhee Unitedd States pplanned to settle other tribes.
Fooor thhhe Seeminolees, that mmeant selling their entire 
naaattionnn aannd purchhasing neew land from the Creeks. At the 
innnssisteneencee of the United SStates, the five nations agreed to 
raaaiilrooadad rrights-oof-way, a pprovision that ultimately pitted 
thhhee momosts ppowerfful economomic interests in the United States 
agggaia nssst ththe soverreignty off the Indian nations. The treaties
innnccludddedd other ccomprommises of their sovereignty: they 
accccec ptpteded federall jurisdicttion over whites who committed 
crrriimeses iin their nations annd they agreed to establish a 
geeenen raral coouncil ccomposeded of representatives of each of 
thhhee tribibese , whichh the Unitted States intended as a move 
totoowwardrrd tteerritoriaal governmnment. 

AlAlAll l fivvvee nanations aagreed to emancipate their slaves, butt 
ononnly ttthehe CCherokkee, Creekk, and Seminole treaties bobobobounuununddd 
ththhoose e nanatiions to adopt theheir freedmen on equuualalal ttermss..
ThThThe ChCChococtaws uultimately y extended citizenshhhhipiipipp rrrigigigighhhthhtss totoo 
ththheeir fffreee ddmen inn 1885, buut the Chickasaws ccccononnnttitit nununununueededed ttttooo
rereeffuseee uunttil the innclusionn oof freedmen in thhee e e alalllllloolotttmmtmmeenenenennttt t 
ofoff Indddiaan Territoory in thee 11890s rendereedd d tthththe  cciciiitititiiiizzezeezz nnnsnssshiihihihihhipppppppp
ququuestitionn mmoot. BBut the qquuestion of thee llleeege ititiimmmmatattee ee 
roroolel oooff frf eeedmenn did nott ggo away. Tooddadaay y tththhee fivfivfivfiveee
nanaattionnns coontinuee to debaatete theh  rigghthttssss off ttthhhehe ddddeesesssccceeecennndndndddaanannaanttststsss 
ofoff freededmmen, an enduringg leggaca y y ofoffff tthee CCCCiivvvviililili WWWWWWWWaaararrrr....

ThThThe CCCiviv l War exxperiencees s ofof thee CCChherookekek e,e,e, 
ChChChickkkasas ww, Choctaw, Creeeekk, andd SSeminnollole NaaNaNN titiioononno sssss
rereeflflectct tthehe broadder contoururs of ttthheheheeh irii hhiistotooorriiesese ... 
CuCuCultururese rrooted in the South, ttrtrreaeatyy  
rereellationoonshhips witth the Uniteedd d d SStatatttteesesee ,,, aannnannnaa dddddd
fafaacctioonanalism preccipitated byyy oooooutuu siiiiiidedeeeddderrsrsss
hahaavev ssshaapped their past andd ccccccconnonnntitititinunununueeeee totototooottoooooo 
affaffffect t ththe lives off their citizennnns.s  
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Hardship on 
the Homefront:
The Ride 
of Her Life
—from an oral 
hihists orory y interview 
with Mrs. Sallie 
Peacheater 
MaManunus,s,  19193838

Sharing Heritage

Dr. Richard L. Allen,
Policy Analyst and 
Historian, and 
member of the
Cherokee Nation,
provided the story of 
Mrs. Sallie Peacheater
Manus, whose
Cherokee family 
supported the Union
during the Civil War.
It was originally
recorded by the
Indian Pioneer 
History Project for
Oklahoma in 1938. 

Dr. Allen first became
interested in the
Cherokee Nation’s 
connection to the
Civil War when he
read Rifles for Watie
by Harold Keith as
a boy. He notes that,
“It provided me with
an orientation to the
Cherokee Nation’s 
participation in the
American Civil War
in Indian Territory
and made me more 
aware of the
Cherokee Nation.”

We hope that this
book does the same
for Indian youth of 
this and future 
generations.
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II wwaw s pushsheedd aalong bby yy aaa bunch off CCononnfederate 
solddl iei rs onnce tto a sppooot to be shott. .. . . OOOne of the 
offiffio cecers recogognnized memmm  and said, “HeHerrre men, thhis 
wwaar wwill noott bbee won n bybyby killing thee wwomommen, I waant her 
rreleleased.” TThhih ss officecer rr wwwas a preaachheer and a neaarby 
neeigigghbhbor wwwhhoho had jjoioiinnned the souuthehernnn army. 
ThThTThaat is alaalall thhatat savedd mmmy life.

OOnOnOnO ce I wwwwaas warned d bbyyy a [Confedderratteee] soldier wwho 
hahahah dd lefttt hhhhiisis camp . . ... thththat they [thhe CCoonfederatees] 
inintteendn ededdd ttto oo raraid my y hohohouse early tthhe neneext morning and 
tatakeke mmy y ponninin eses;; mooneneeeeyyy,yy  food, cloothhinnggg or anythhing they 
cocoulu d d fifind. I ttthhankedd thhheh  stranger .. . . ppput my cloothes 
oonnooo , , tootookokko mmy brbrbrbriddidddles foforr mmmy only llitttlee pppony. . . . I talked
toto hhhimmi aandd saiaiaiidd,d,, ““““Poonyny BBBabe, youu ccommme here too me. 
YYoYouu gogot t toto maaakkee yourur bbeest run off yyourrr dear lifee. 
OuuO rrr ennememmyy is aaaafftftere uuss.”” HHHe seemeedd too understand my 
bbegggginng g vooice ee anannd suubmbmmmitted veryy qquuiccckly and II took 
hiih mmm toto tthhehe hououuusses  andd I fffed him thhee lasast food I hhad. . . .
AtAtAtA dddayaybrbreaeak III pppiinnedd $$5550.00 to mmyy apapron and ggot on 
mymmyy ppononnyy, jjusu t tt aasasas I saww fifigggures of ssomme men comming.
II spspokokee e tto Babbabbee,e, “Huurrrryyyy Babe.” HHee wawaas such a ttiny
poppoonynyn tthahah t t I I cooouulululd dd almomostt touch thhee ggrooound withh my
fefeetetet.. I II heheh arara d d thhhhee e solddieierrsss whoop aannd thhhe race wwas on.
IIIII heheheh arararra ddd a a a fefeef w w shshshshhototoo s firfireddddd at me annd BBabbbe and I ccouldn’t 
tteell wwwheheeththt erer I wwwasass gaiaininiiinnng or losinngg fforor awhile, bbutu  
BBaBaBaBabebebe sseeeeemmeed totoo bbbee juust wwwarming upp totoo the race as we 
momomounununteteedd fifirstts ooonnenn hhilill l aannnd then aanoothther. I usedd the 
ininststtruruuctcttioionns mmmmy yy faffff thherer hhhad given mme yyyears befoore, as 
totottoo wwwhahahah t t t toto ddoo iiniinn aaaaaaaa raccee ooof that kinndd. HeHe had toldd me to
nenneeevevevevev r r kikikiickckck aa hhhhoorororo sess wwitithh yyour heeels bututt use yourr voice 
bybybyby ttttalalala kikikik ngngngn ttooo yoyoyoyouuruuu  mouounnnt or usingg aa smsmmall limb oon the 
shshshshouououldlddeerer, , bbecacaususussse kickckinnng your mmouounnnt only shoortened 
ththtt e ee popopoonynyy’s’s’s bbrereeeaatatta hhhhh.hhh  Anynywwwway I out rraan mmmy enemiees. 
III raann n . . . .. toto a [[[frfrfrfrieieieieieendn ’ss hhooouse], thoouughh ssshe was aa 
CCoCoCooC nfnfnfedededderere atate sussuupppppppp orteterr. I jumpedd offoff mmmy perspiiring 
ananananddd papappanntntininng g hohohohorsrsssrssrsse, andndd fffell on heer pororrch. She raan out 
exexexciciitetetet d d d toto ddeaaathththh,,,,,,,, andd I I mmmutteredd outut mmmy reasonn for my
prprpprpresesese enenne ccece aaandn ssheheeee said,d “““Give me heerre that monney. 
ThTThTheyeyey wwwononno ’t’t robbb mmmmmmmme foor III am a Coonffededeerate.” I sshoved 
hehher tthhe e mmomoonney y annnnnand d suureeee enough wwee ggooot by withh it.
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Redbird and Sarah Ellen Harris, Cherokees from 
Georgia, settled near present-day Muskogee, Oklahoma 
in 1858. The family brought a Catalpa tree sapling, which 
they  planted on their property, and which stands today
as a “witness tree” to an important part of the Civil War r
in Indian Territory—Confederate Fort Davisis..

Fort Davis, named for President t JeJJeffefferrson CCC.. DaDaD vis, was 
established in November 186166 bbyy BBrigigigg.. GeGeG n. Albert PiPikeke, ,
commander of the Confedederatetee DDDDeepartmennt t ofof IIndndiaian 
Territory. Pike negootiiatatedd wwwwitithhh Harrisis, , whwhoo bebeecacacamem  a 
colonel in the Connfefedeeeerarararattet  Army,y, tto o ususe e ee hiihihh s property 
with its strategege icic lococccatata iion, ddirirecectltly y yy acacacross the Arkrkanansas
River from UUniononon FFFort GiGibsb ononnn. HHHHarris senentt ththe womemenn 
and chilii drdren ooooff f the fafamimilylyy ssssoouoo th of thhee RRed RiRiveveverrr fofofoforrrr
safety dduurinini gg g the wawar.r PPPikikikike enviisisiooned tthehehe ffforoororttt as the 
headddqquarararartters foror tthehe CCCConfeedederacycy’s’ss IIIndndndndiaiaian 
Deeppartrtrtmmem nt. RuRumomomm rs statatte thahatt thththheee CConfederacacyy spent 
nenearrrlylyly $1,000 0,0,00000 0 too bbuildd bbbarararrrrracks, a commmimissary,yy,, 
stabababbles, aandnd aaa nummbber ofoff ooootththther builddininggs on ababa oouout t 
eieieeigght acacrereeessss of thehe HHararrriririisss propertyty.  

Annotottthhehh r adadvantnttagagagage, and thehe centerprpiieiecece for thehe fforoo tt, 
wawaass a prpree-Coolululuummmbian Inndidian MMoououndnd froom mm whwhwhwhicichh ththe e 
CCoCC nfedederaatteseess could oobbserve tthhehe aactivitttieieieiessss atat FForort t GiGiG bsbsbsbsonononon. .. .
Sttororiies wewewerrrer  passedd ddownnn tthhahat t bbothh ssiddeses ccononnnnnnstststststs anananananannantltltltltltltltltlly yyyy yy y y yy y yyyy
fireed ccananannnnnons at eeach ooththt erer acrrossss ththee ririiveer,r,r,,r,  
ninin ghghghtt anananand day. FFrom ththt eiieirr vanttagage popoinint,tt,t,,t,, 
ththe e e CCoCoConfedereratates pplaannnneed aa rraiaid onon 
ththe e UUUnU ion’s s hherds,s, ccapaptuririingngnng mmmore e e eee
thaana  1,0000 mulese aaandnd horrrssesesess. 
ThThT e Indidianan forcceess aat FFororrrtt t
DDaDDDD vis alalso parartitiicicipap tet dd inin 
ththththe e Baattttle of f PePeeeaa Ridgdge.

Confederate Fort Davis
by Lisa LaRue-Baker

Lisa LaRue-Baker and her 
husband John restored this 
home which was built by 
her relative, Cheasquah 
Harris. The original sectionn 
of the house was part of 
Confederate Fort Davis.

This tree, planted 
by Cherokee 
landowners 
Redbird and Sarah 
Ellen Harris in 1858,
has been witness to
the ravages of war 
and progress 
toward peace.
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Connecting Past to Present
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Remembering 
and Healingg 

My tribe, the United 
Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians in 
OkO lahoma, was an 
inintetegrgral part of the 
Civiil WaWar.. Even though 
I am Keeetotoowowah and 
we fought wiithth thehe 
Union, I live on thehe ssitite 
of Confederate Forrt t
Davis in Muskogee, 
where Confederate 
native soldiers were 
stationed by 
permission from my 
family. Thousands 
of lives were lost on 
ththe property and 
aaround my home.
I lilive this history 
evvery day not only 
inninn my home, but in 
mmymym  job as Acting Tribal 
HiHiH ststoric Preservation 
OffiOffiOffiO cer. The continuing 
fafaactctioi nalism that exists 
heeh rre iin InI dian country 
iss aa ressult and remnant 
ofoff tthe eevev nts leading 
upupppp to annd during 
ththhe e Civil l War. 
LLeeeararningg thehe stories 
off ouur passt cacan 
ccoontntini ue tthheh hhealing 
prrroocceess toodddad yy.

On December 27, 1862, Union Gen. W.A. Phillips 
led over 1,200 Indian troops from Fort Gibson across 
the river, capturing and burning Fort Davis. The 
attack occurred early in the morning while the 
soldiers were sleeping. It took a while before their 
leaders could rally them. In the end many of the 
Confederate defenders perished.

As late as the 1940s, people unearthed uniform 
buttonns,s  spepp nt shots, and other items from the war. 
FFu trthherr, CCheheasasququahahah HHaraa ris, Redbird’s son, stated in 
191924424 tthahat t plplowowo iningg hadd ununeae rtheed hundreds of 
bodies of men. Thehe sssitite e ofof Fortt DaDavis was listed in 
hthe NaNatitiononala RRegegister of HHiistotoririric c PlPlP acaceses in 199971.

Today,y, the Harris prp opperrtyty iiss momoostssttlylylyyly ddddevevele opopededdd. 
OOne famim lylyy mmmemembebeber r owownsns tthe pproopepertrty y whwhererrreee thththee 
momomomoununnddd is located and another fffamammililiilyyy memmembberer oownwnss
the resttoro edd 18000s home of Cheheasquq ah HHarrriris.s. 
OnOn aa portion of the property s itillll rretetaiainen d byy familily,y  
therre are seveverarall wewellllls—ss one was dug by Uninionon 
fofooorcrceses—a—andnd aa ffamamilily y cecememetet ryry wwhihih chchchc aaalsl o contains 
seseverall CConfederate soldldieiersrs wwhohosese bbododddieiess
wewerere uuneneararararththththedededed aaaarorororounununund ddd 1919190000, and weerere 
burieded bby y the fafamimimimilylylylylyy iiiiinn nnn n ththththe eee plpllplototot. 

1111

2013

AMMYYY AMA V. SIMMONS



The Bear River Massacre
Mae Timbimboo Parry (1919-2007) 
Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation
edited by Robert K. Sutton

The Bear River Massacre of the Northwestern 
Shoshone Indians by California Volunteers on 
January 29, 1863, has been described as “the first, the 
worst, and the most forgotten” of all Indian massacres. 
The brutality, loss of 250 to 400—perhaps more—Indian 
men, women, and children in far-away Idaho during 
the American Civil War received barely a ripple of news 
coverage in the East, and has since been relegated to 
the back pages, if mentioned at all, in the chronicles 
of atrocities inflicted upon American Indians.
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TThThThThThThTThThhThhThhTTTThTThTThThThhhTT ee eeeee eeeee NNNoNoNoNoNNoNoNNoNNNoNNooooN rtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttr hwhhwhwwhhhwhwwhwhwwesseseeesesestteteteteeernrnrnrnr SSShhooooshshshshhhooono e were a branch of the 
lalaaaalalalalalaaalalalalallalallalllllllll rgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrrrgggggggggrgrgrrrrggereererrrerereeeee SSSSSSSSSSSSSSShohhhhohohohohohohhhhhh shshshshhshhononononnonnne e e eee NaNaaaaN titiitititt ononononon, whwww ose ancestors were cousins 
tototototoototototttttttoototttotoottotottoottootooto SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSacaaacacacacacacacacacaaacaccaccacacaacca ajaajajajjajjajjajjajjajajajajajajajjaaaaaajjajaaawawawawawawawawawawawwaawwwaaa eeaeaeeeeaeaeea, , , , , thththhhtthhthht e ee eee LLeLeLeLeL mhmhmhmhmm i i ShS oshone woman who was 
hihihihihhihihihihhihhhihihhihihihihihihhhihhhihihhhihihiirerererererereerereereeerrrerereeerreer dddd,dd,d,d,d,dd,d,d,dd,d,dddd,,dddddd aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaalololoololooooololollooloololooooollolooooongngngngnggnngggngg wwwwwwwwitititititititithhhhhhh heeeheeeeh r rr rrr hhuhuhh sband Toussaint Charbonneau, 
totototototototototootottototottotootototttotototototototootototoootoooototottotttotoootoottto sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssererererererererererererererererererrereeeerrrerrre vevveveveveveveveeeeeevveveeevvvevvvvevevvvve aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas s sss ssssssssss inininininininnninnnnnnintetetetetetettetettett rprprprprprr rereeteteteeterr rrr fof r the 1804-1806 Lewis and 
CClClClClClClClClCClClCClClClClClClClClClClClCClClCCCllClCCCCClClClClClClClClCllClClCC aararaaraarararrraraarararrraarraraarkkkkkk k kkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ExExEEEExExExExExExExEExExxExExExExEExxExxxExxExExxExEEE pepepepeppepepeppppppeeppppepep dididididiidiiiiiidditttititititititionononononon... HHiHHiHiHiH stststs oro ically, the Shoshone lived in a 
wiwiwiwiiwiwiwwiwiwwiwiwiwwiwiwiwiwiwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiwwiwwiwwwiwiddedededededeeeedeededededededeedddededdddeeeeeedeeeee aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrererererrrerererrrreerrrerer a,a,a,a,a,a,a,a,a,aa,a,a,a,, ccccccccccccccccovovovovovovovooovererrrerre inininining gg g g g g prprprprppp eesese ennnt-day Idaho, Utah, and 
WWyWWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyWyyyWyWyWyWyWWWyWyWWWWyWyWyWWWyWWyyyyomoomomoomomomommomomommomoomommommmomomommmmooomoommoomiininininnininininnnininiininini g.ggg.ggg.g.gg.gggg FFFFFFFFFFFFooooooooooooo d d ddd soooooururururruru cececces were not readily available in 
ononononooononononnononononoonononononoononoonoonononnnooooonoonnonnonnnooooooonnneeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee eeeeeeee lololololoolololololololooloolollloollloloollocacacacacacacacacaacaacacccacacacaccccccc tititititititiititiititionononononnonono , ,,,, , sososoososss ttttthehehehehhehey y y y y yyy momom vev d seasonally, to fish in the 
eaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaaeaeaeeaeaeaaeaeaeaaeaeeaaaeeaaeeaarlrlrlrlrlrlrlrrlrllrllrlrlrlrrrlrlrlrlrlrlrrrrrr yyyy y y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyy fafafaffaaafafafafafaafafaffafalllllllllllllllllllllllllllll , , , , , ,,, huhuhuhuuhuhhhhuuuhuh ntntnnttn llllarararargegegege gggamama e in the late fall, and gather 
rrrororororororooororrorrorroorrororooorororoorororororrrorrororrorrroototootototottototoooototooototototottotoooootottoots ss ss ssssss ssss anananaanananananananaanananannna d dd d ddddddddddd nnnununnunuunuuuununnn ttststt aaaandnddnddndnd hhhhhhhununununu t t smaller game in the spring and 
sususussususususususuuuususususussuuusuussususussusuuusuusususususuusussususuuuummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmereererererererererrerrrererrereeeerererrrrr. . .. EaEEaaEaEEEaEaEaEaEaEaEE chchchchhchchcchh wwwwwwininniinnteteteter,r,rr ttthe Northwestern Shoshone 
gagagaggagaggagagagaggaggaagagagagagaggagaagagagagagagagagaggagaggggagagagagagaaagaggagagggggg thhthhthththhhhhhthhththththhhththththtththhhthththththhhhthtt eeererererererereerereererreeeeererereeerrededededededededededdddedeededeedededeedd aaaaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndndnnnndd ccccccamamammammmpepepeppepep ddd d inininin tthe Cache Valley along the 
BBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBeBBeBeeeeBeBeBeBBBBBeBeBeBeBeBeBBBBeBBBeB ararararararararararararaaaararaararaaararrararaarararararaaa RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRivivivivvivivvvviviviiviviviiviivivivivverererererereereerrerrererrere ,,,,,,,,, ininininininininiiinin ppppprereerrrer sesesesesesentntntntntnt-d-d-daya  southeastern Idaho.
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In the mid-1800s, wagon trains with 
white emigrants came through the 
Shoshone homeland along the Oregon, 
California, and Mormon trails.
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White overland emigrants started trekking through the 
Shoshone homeland in the 1840s bound from Missouri 
to Oregon and later to California. The wagon trains 
scattered the game; their animals grazed on and trampled 
the traditional Shoshone pastureland; and whites 
introduced diseases to which the Indians did not have 
natural immunities. In 1855, Mormon settlers, who had been 
spreading out into the fertile valleys in Utah and Idaho after 
their arrival in the Salt Lake Valley in 1847, brought cattle 
to graze in the Cache Valley. Later that year, the 
Territorial Utah Legislature declared that the Cache 
Valley was open to Mormon settlement. 
Relations with the Mormons for the 
most part were friendly, but there 
were conflicts, mostly arising when 
Mormons moved into traditional 
Shoshone areas, such as the 
Cache Valley.

WhWWWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWWhWhhWWhWWhWWhWhWhWWWhWWhWhhWhWWhWWhWhWhWhWhWhWhWWhhhWhhWWWWWWhWWWWWWhhhhititititittttitiiiitttttiteeeeeeeeeeee vovovovvvovovvovovvovovovovovoovooovoooo eeereererrrrereeereereeereerrreeeerllalllalalalaalaaaaalaalalalla dddddddddnnddnndndnndndndndndndndndnddddd eeeeeeeeeeeemimimimmmimimimmiimimm grgrggrgrrgrgrgrgrrrg anananaanannannnannananntststststststtssss sssssssssssstataatataatataaatattatataaaaaaaatattaattttt rtrttttttrtttrrtrrtrrrtrrttrrrtrrrtttrtrtttrteededdededdededdddeedeee tttttttttttttttttttrereereereererereereerereerereerekkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk iininininnininininnnnnnnnningggggggggggggggggggg tthththhhhhhhhhhhthhththhhhthhhhhhhhhhthhthhhtthhhthhhtttttthtthrrrrororoooororrororrrororrroroororrrrrr uguguguguugugggguguugguguguggguggugugggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhh hththththhththhhhthhththttthththtttheeeeeeeeeeeee
ShSSShhhhhhShShhhhhShSShShhhSShShSSSShhSS osooososossoososossoosssso hoohhhohohohohohohooohooohhohhoohhohhhhhhohhhohh nnennnnneeneneeneneeneeeenennenenn hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhomommomommomomommmomomomomoomoommmomomommmmmo llllllllelleleleelleeelele ananannannanananaananaaa dddddddddddddddddddddd inninininnnininnnininnnininnininninininnnnn ttttttttttttthehehehheheeheehhhhehh 111111111111111118484848844848488888488848488888888484888848488444448840s00s0s0s0s0s00s00s0s0s0s00s0ss0s0000s0s00ss0s00s0 bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbouououououououuuouoouuuoooooundnddddndddddddnddnnnnnnndnnddd fffffffffffffffffrrorororororoorrorooroooorrorooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm MMMMMMMiMiMMMMMiiMMMiMiMMMMMMiMMiMiMiMMMMiMMiMiMMM ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssouuuououououuouououuuuuouuuuuuououuuuriririrririririiirirrrrrrri
tototootootototttototoototooooooooo OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOrererereeererrrererreeerrrr googogoggogogogoooogogogooogggg nnnnnnnnn ananaananananananannananannannnanddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd alalalalalalalalaalaallaaaaalallllalalaaateteteteteeetetettteeterrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr totottottotototootoooo CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCalllllalalaaalalaaalaalliffifffififffifififfiiifififiififi oroororororororooroororooororooro niininininnnninninininiiin a.a.aa.a.aaa.aaaaaaaa TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThehehehehehehehehehhehhhheehhehhheeheeeeeee wwwwwwwwwwwwwaaaaagagagagagagagagaagagaaggggononoonnonononnnononoononnonononnnononnooonoooooo tttttttttttttrararararararaaraaaaaaarararrrr innninnniinninninininininininninini ssssssssssssssssssssss
scscscsscsscscsccsccsscssscccsccsssscscs atttttattataattaatataaaaaaaataaattaattetetetetetetteteetetet rrrrereeeeereeererereer dddddddddddddd thththththhhthhhthtthththhttt eeeeeeee ggaaggaggaaagaggggagaggggggggagagg mmmmemmmmeeeemmmememmmeeeeeemeememmmemeem ;;;;;;;;;;;; thhththththththtttttttthhttheieieieieiiiieieiiieiieeieieie rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr aaanananannnnnannanaaananimmmimimiimimmimmmmimmmimimmmmi alalaaaalalallalalaalllsssssssssssss ggrgrgrgrrrrgrgrgrgrgrgggrgrgggggggggrgg azazazazzazazazazaazazzzaazaa eedededededddeddddedddedddeededeedeee ooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn annnannnnnnannnannaaaananananaanaanannnddddddddddddddddddd trttrtrtrtrtrtrrttrtrrrrttttttt mamamamamaamamammaaammamaammammmmmaammamaamaaammaaamaamm lpplpllpllplplplpplpplppplllplplplpl ddddddedddededeededededdeededdededeedededddddddddd
thhththththtthtthhthhthheeeeeeeeeeeeee trtrtrrrrrrrttrtttrttraaaadaddddddaadaadadaa ittitiititiitittttiooioiioioioioiooioioioioiooi nananananananannnnannnallllllllll ShShSShShShSShShhShShSShSSSShShShShhShShosoosososoososossosoooo hhohohhohohohohhohhoohohohhoooneneneneneneenneen ppppppppppppasasasasasasasasssa tututuuuuuuuuttututututuutuuuturerrrererererererereeeeeererer lalalalaaalalaalalalallandndndndnddddndndndnddndddndndnddndnndddnddd;;;;;;;;;;;;;; anananaananannannnanaaannannnannnnnannnnnnanannananaana ddddddddddddddddddddddd hwhwhwhhwhhhhhhhwhwhwhwwhwwwwwhwhwhwwwwwwhitititititititiiitititttittittiiteseeeseseseeseseeseessesesessses
iniinininniinnnininninnintrrtrtrrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtttt oodododododododododdoododododododducucucucucucucucuucccededeedededddedededdedeeeeede dddddddddisisisissisisisiseaeaeaeaeaaeeaaeaeeeaeeaeaeae seseseseseseseseeeeeesssssssssss totttootoottotototoooot wwwwwwwwwwwwwwhihhihihihiiiihhihihiiihihichhhhchchhchchchchchccccchc tttttttttttttthehehhehehehhehehehhheeh IIIIIIIIndndndndndndndddnddndndddiaiaiaaiaiaiaiaaaaaiaiiii nsnnsnsnsnsnsnnsssnnnnn dddddddddddddddddddddddd diddididididididididididddiiididd nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnoooooototottotttoototooottooootooo hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhavavvavaavaaavvavaavaaaavava eeeeeeeeeeeee
nananannananananannannaaananananaaatutuutututututtuutututtuttt rarararaaaaaaraar lllllllllll imimimimimimimmmmmimimmmmmmumumumumumumummmmmuninininniinininniiinin tittiiitiiitttitiesesesesessesesesesese ... InInInIInInInIInInnnnn 1111111111858585858558585858585888858558 5,55,5,55,5,5,5,55 MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMoorororrorooroorrrrorooororrrmomommmmmomomommmmoomom nnnnnnnnnnnnnn seseseseseseseeseseesssss ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttlleleeleleleleleeeeelleeel rrrsrsrrsrrsrsrrrrrrssrrsssss,,,,,,,, whhhhhhhhhhwhwwwhhwhhwwhwwhhwhwwwhwhwwhhhwwhhwhhhoooooooooooooo hahahahhhhhhahahahahahahahhahhhhhhahhhh dddddddddddddddddddddd bebebebebebebebbebbebebebbebebeebbbbebbbb eneneneneneneeeneneneeeneeeneeneennnnnnnene
spsppspspspsppssppsspppsppsppppprerereeerrreeerer adadaddadddddadadaadadadadadadadadiiniiniininninnininininnnninnnggggggggggggggggggg ouuouuuououuuouououoouooouoouououttttttttttttttt ninininininninininininii tototototootottooottott tttttttttheheehehhhehehhhhehehh ffffffffffferererererrerrrerrere tititititiititilelelelleeeelee vvvvvvvvvvalalallalllllallaaala lelelelellleleleeeysysysysyyyssssyyyyy iiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnn UtUtUtUUUtUUttUUUU ahahahaahahhahaahahahh aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaandddddddnnddnnnnndndnnnnnnnnddddddnndddd IIIIIIIIIIIIIdadddadadadaaaaddaadddadaddadaadddadaadad hohohhohohohohohohohhhohoohooohhhhh aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaftftffftftfftftftfftftftftftfttttttereeeererrerererererereererereeeeeeee
ththththththhthttheieieieieieeieieiiirrrrrrrrrrr aaarararrrarararraaaaarrrrrririririiirrriririririr vavavavavavavaavvavavavavvavaavavvvv llllllllllllll iniiinnininininnininnnniin tttttttttttttthehehhheheeehehehheheheheeeheheheeh SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSallllalalalalallalalaaaaaaaaaala tttttt LaLaLaLaLaLLaLLaLLaL kekekkkekekkekekkekkekek VVVVVVVVVVVVVValalllaaalalaaaaalalleleellelelllelelelelelelll yyyyyyyyyyyyyy iininiinninin 111111111111848484884848448448488444477777,7,77,77,77,7,7,, bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrooroororororororrrroroororooroooouguuuugguguguguguggguuguguggguuguggggghthththththhththhtthhthhhhhhttttthtththhhttt cccccccccccccccccccatatatatatataatatataataataaaaaa lltltltlttlltltlttltltttlllttlleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
totototooottototto gggggggggggggggggggrararaaraaraaararrararararraraarazezezzeeeeezeezezzeezz iiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnn thththhthhththhthtthththththttthhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeee CaCaCaCCCCCaCaCaaCaCaCCCaaaCaCaCC hhhhhhchhhchchcchchchchcchhhchchchhhchhhhhc eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee VVVaVaVaVaVaVVaaaVVaVVaVVaaaVaaaVaVVVVVVVValllllllllllllllllllllll eyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeeyyeyyyy.. LaLaLaLaLLaaaLaLLaL tetetteteteteteteeerrrrrrrrrrrrr thhhhhhthhthhhhthththththhththhththhhhaatatatttatataattataaataaaaaatattaataatat yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyeaeaeaaaeeaaeaeaaaeaeaeaeeaaae rrrrrrrrrrrr,,,,,,,,,,,, tttttttttttttttttttttttttthehehehehhehehheehehehehehhhehhhheeehh
TTTTeTeTTeTeTTTeTTeeTeTeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrititittitiiiitiitititti ooroorooorororoorooriaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaaii llllllll UtUtUtUtUtUtUUUtUtttUtUUtUttUtahahahaaahahahahhahahahahha LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLegegegegegegggegegegegeegggegegggisisisiisisiisssslalalalalalalalalalaalattttuuutututututuuuuuuuuurererererereerrerereee dddddddddddddddddececececececececcclllalaalalllallaal rererrereeerererreeeddddddddddddddd ththththththhtthhthhhhhatatatatataatataataatatata ttttttttttthhehehhehhheheheheheheheheehe CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCacacacacacacaacccaccccacacchehehhehehehehhhhhehhheheeheheheeheheheeeeh
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As more white immigrants moved into the area, and as the 
Northwestern Shoshone were squeezed into smaller land 
areas, the delicate balance of hunting and gathering food was 
disrupted, and as their way of life was threatened, there were 
more conflicts with whites. Many settlers who had settled in 
and near the Cache Valley felt threatened by the Shoshone, 
particularly when they camped in the valley during the 
winter. Finally, when gold was discovered on Grasshopper 
Creek in present-day Montana in the summer of 1862, 
miners from all over the West flocked to the discovery, 
which was the richest since the California Gold Rush. Salt 
Lake City became the main departure point, and the road to 
the diggings went directly through Northwestern Shoshone 
land.  Indian-white tensions boiled over, with attacks on 
miners by Indians and by miners on Indians.

Before gold was discovered in Montana, and before 
Indian-white tensions intensified, the federal government 
requested the governor of California to raise a regiment of 
volunteers that would be sent to Utah, with the main 
purpose of protecting the overland mail route and the 
recently completed transcontinental telegraph lines from 
possible Indian attacks. In the summer of 1861, California 
Governor John G. Downey asked Patrick Connor, an 
immigrant from Ireland, former army officer, and veteran 
of the Mexican War to recruit and lead the volunteers. 
Connor recruited soldiers from his home town of Stockton 
and the surrounding area. By July 1862, Colonel Connor and 
his regiment of 850 volunteers had left Stockton for Salt Lake 
City, arriving in October and establishing their headquarters 
at Fort Douglas. Connor and many of his volunteers were 
hostile to native populations, and some expressed frustration 
that they were sent to protect settlers from Indians rather 
than being sent east to fight Confederates. 

During the late fall and early winter, the volunteers had 
several encounters with Northwestern Shoshone in and 
near the Cache Valley, but the Shoshone were able to 
maneuver into defensive positions, and the engagements 
were mostly inconsequential for both sides. In early 
January 1863, tensions mounted as reports arrived in Salt 
Lake City that Northwestern Shoshones had killed two 
expressmen carrying messages from Montana to Salt Lake 
as well as 10 miners who had accidentally stumbled into the 
Shoshone winter camp on the Bear River. Both reports were 
exaggerated, but Colonel Connor decided to plan his attack 
on the Northwestern Shoshone for later that month.
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The following 
description of the 
massacre was passed 
down from Yeager
Timbimboo, who was
twelve years old in
1863, and survived 
the massacre, to his
granddaughter, Mae
Timbimboo Parry. 

Ms. Parry (1919-
2007) recorded the 
story as an appendix to
Brigham D. Madsen’s 
The Shoshoni Frontier
and the Bear River
Massacre (Salt Lake 
City: University of 
Utah Press, 1985). The
description is edited 
by Robert K. Sutton, 
and is included here 
with permission
from the University
of Utah Press.

y

The Shoshone Indians were a large nation of 
Indians and they lived and traveled over a large 
territory. The Eastern Shoshones, under Chief 
Washakie, lived in the Wyoming area. Chief
Washakie was known as their head chief.  He was 
known all over the western country as one of the 
most intelligent and able Indian chiefs.  

Chief Washakie had several sub-chiefs under his 
leadership. Among these was Chief Sagwitch 
Timbimboo and Chief Bear Hunter, leaders of the 
Northwestern Shoshone.  These two leaders saw 
the entry of Brigham Young in the Salt Lake Valley. 
They knew from the actions of the pioneers that 
they wanted to be friends, so they welcomed the 
pioneers and their leaders in the Shoshone country.

The Northwestern Shoshones traveled with the 
changing seasons. They looked upon the earth 
not just as a place to live, but they called the earth 
their mother. They gathered pine nuts in western 
Utah and Nevada and fished on the Salmon River 
in the fall, then moved on to Wyoming to hunt 
buffalo, elk, moose, and antelope. In the spring, 
they gathered seeds, berries, and roots and hunted 
for small game in Utah. Every winter they settled 
in the Cache Valley along the Bear River in 
Southeastern Idaho.

A few weeks before the massacre of January 29,
1863, the Shoshones all gathered together near 
Bear River, at the Indian camping ground, and 
held what is referred to as the Warm Dance. This 
certain dance was to bring in the warm weather 
and drive out the cold. If Col. Patrick E. Connor 
[the commander who would lead the attack on the 
Shoshones on January 29] had only known the ways 
of the Red Man, he would have been able to 
kill thousands of Indians instead of hundreds. If 
the settlers had only known the nature and customs 
of the Indians, they would have sent for Colonel 
Connor and his men the first week of January.

The site of the Northwestern Shoshone
winter camp at Bear River.
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As the Northwestern Shoshones were settling down from
visiting and reminiscing, a few Indian trouble makers decided 
to go and steal some horses and cattle. They went into a nearby
farmer’s corral, drove the animals out, and headed north.
Along the way, they killed the cattle and ate them. At about 
the same time some miners and Indians got into a fight and 
the miners were killed. These Indians were not from the 
Northwestern Shoshone group, but had come from Chief 
Pocatello’s band [Pocatello was chief of the Hukandeka band
of Shoshones]. The miners’ horses and belongings were taken 
into their part of the country. The third incident the Indians 
believe led to the massacre was another fight between some 
white boys and some Indians, in which two white boys and two 
Indian boys were killed. Again, they were not Northwestern 
Shoshones involved in this incident. Because they were 
Indians, everything was blamed on them.

On the night of January 27, 1863, one of the older men by the 
name of Tin dup, foresaw the calamity which was about to 
takeke place. In his drereamam hhee sasaww hihiss pepeopoplele bbeieingng kkililleled d byby tthehe 
pony soldiers. He told theh  Indians oof f hihiss drdreaeamm anand d totoldld tthehem m 
too mmove out of the area. “Do it now,w, tononigightht!”!” hhe e sasaidid.. SoSomeme 
of the families believed TTin dup’s dreamm aandd mmovo eded, ththhususus 
spparing g theie r liives.
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Chief Sagwitch 
Timbimboo and 
his wife.

In the meantime a white friend of the Indians came to the 
camp and told them that the nearby settlers had made plans
to get rid of the Northwestern Shoshones. Because of this, 
the Indians knew for days that Colonel Connor was going 
to come after them. They did not know, however, that the 
colonel would fire first and not ask questions.

Chief Sagwitch, being an early riser, got up just as usual 
on the morning of January 29, 1863. He left his teepee and 
stood outside surveying the area around the camp. The hills
to the east of their camp were covered with a steaming mist. 
The mist crept lower down the hill and all of a sudden 
Chief Sagwitch realized what was happening. The soldiers 
from Camp Douglas from Salt Lake City had arrived. 
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The chief was not surprised. He started calling to 
the sleeping Indians. They quickly gathered their 
bows and arrows, tomahawks and a few rifles.
Chief Sagwitch shouted to his people not to shoot 
first. He thought that perhaps this military man was
a just and wise man. He thought that the colonel 
would ask for the guilty men, whom he would have 
immediately turned over to the soldiers. He felt 
that the rest of them would be saved by doing this.
He told his people to be brave and calm. Many of 
the Indians ran toward the river and dropped into
the snow. They knew that they were not all guilty 
but they had no choice but to fight for their 
lives if attacked. 

Without so much as asking the Indians for the 
guilty party, the colonel and his men began to fire 
on the Indians. But what was an arrow compared 
to the muskets of the army? The Indians were being 
slaughtered like wild rabbits. Indian men, women, 
children, and babies were being slaughtered left 
and right. No butcher could have murdered 
any better than Colonel Connor and his vicious 
California Volunteers. Most of the action took 
place along the river banks and among the willows.

The California Volunteers fired 
upon the village, killing Indian 
men, women, and children.

MaManyny eentntiriree
families were killed 
in the attack. 
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The massacre started early in the morning, 
according to the Indians, and lasted all day. The 
Bear River that was frozen solid a few moments 
before was now starting to flow. The Northwestern 
Shoshones were jumping into the river and 
trying to escape by swimming across the river. 
Ray Diamond, a nephew of Chief Sagwitch, was 
successful in his escape attempt. He swam across 
the river and found shelter away from the battle.  
He lived to be over one hundred years old. He told 
and retold the massacre of the Battle of 
Bear River to the younger generations until the 
time he died.

Many Indian women also jumped into the river 
and swam with babies upon their backs. Most of 
them died. One Indian lady, Anzee chee, was being 
chased by the soldiers. She jumped into the river
and went under an overhanging bank. By keeping 
her head up under the bank she was saved. She 
watched the battle from her hiding place at the 
same time trying to nurse the shoulder and breast 
wounds she received. Anzee chee carried the scars 
from her wounds for the rest of her life.
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cccccrcrcrccc ieieeeees s s s s ss s ss ofofooooooo ppaiaiaiaiaiiiaiaaiain n n n nnn n nn ananananananananaa d d d d d d d d d ssssasassss w w w w dedededededededededdeatatatatatatatatatata h hh h h h h h h h alalalalalalalalaalll l l l lll l ll arara ooououououououououndndndndndndndndndnn hhhhhhhhimimimimimimmmmmm.. .. TThThThThThThThThTT e e e e ee e ee lilililililililililittttttttttttttttttleleleleleleee IIIIIIIIndndndndndndndnndiaiaiaiaian n n n
boboboboboboboboob y y kekkkekekekekekkk ptpt rrrrrrrunuunununununununu ninininininininingngngngngngngngngg aaaaaroroooooouunununununununnuund d d d d d d dddd ununununununununununtititititititiittt l l llllll heheeeeeeeee ccccccccccamamamamamamammme e e eee upupupupupupupupuppuponononononononononon aaaaaaaaaa llllllllllitititititititititittltltltltltlttttle e eeee grgrgrgrgrgrrasasasasasasa ssssss
teteteteteteteteteeeeeepepeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee tthahaaaahaaattt t t t tt tt wawawawawawawawaasssssssss sososososososososo ffululllllllll l l l ll l l ofofofofofofofofo ppppppppppeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoeooppplppplp ee ttththththththththt atatatataatatatatt iiiiiiiiit t ttt tt tt wawawawawawawawawawaasssssssssss acacacacacacaca tututututututuuut alaaaaalalalaa lylylylyylyly mmmmmmmmovovovovovovovovovinininininininii g g g g
alalalalalalalalallononononononononono gg ththe e grgrgrgrgrgrgrgrgrg ouououououououououndndndndndndndnd..  .... IInsnsssssssididididididididdide e e e e eeee ththththththththhtheeeeeee grgrasasasasasasasasasa s s s s s s s ss huhuhuhuhuhuhuhuuhut t t tt t t DaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDaDa bbbbbbbbbbboooooooooooooooo ZZZZZZZZZZeeeeeeeeeee fffffffffououououuo ndndndndnndndndnd  
hihihihihihihihihis s s s s ggggrgrgrgrggg anandmdmmmmmmmmototototototototo hehehehehehehehehher,r,r,r,r,r,r,rr, QQQQueueeeeeeee hhhhhhhhe e eeeeee guguguguguggugg p.ppp.ppp SSSSSSShehehehehehehehhe ssssssssuguguguguguguguguguguggegegegegegegegegeegestststststststsststtededededededededed tttttttthehehhhheheheh y y y yy yyyy gogogoggoggg ooouutututututu sisisiisisis dedededee 
ananananananananana d d d d dddd lilililililillliiee amamononononononnong g g g g gg g thththththththththhee e e e ee ee dedeadadadadadadadada ..... ShShShShShShShShe e fefearararararrarrredededededededededd ttttttheheheheheheheheh sssssssssololololoolololololldidididididididid eerererererereerrssssssss wewewewewewewewew rerere ggggoioioioiiingngngngngngnn  
tototototototototoo ssssssssetetetetetetettete tthehe tteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee peppepepepepepepep eeeeeeeee ononononononooo fifirererererereeere aaaaaaaanynynnnnnnynn mmomommmmmmmenenenenenenenene t.t.t.t.t.t.t.t TTTTTTTTTTTheheheheheheheheheheh bbbbbbbbbbooooyoyoyoyoyoyyo ooooooooobebebebebebebebeeyyeyeyed d ddd anananannd d ddd
prprprprprprprreteteteteteteettenenenenenenennenndeded d d tototototototoooot bbbbbbbbe e e e e e dededededededededeadadaaaa .. “K“K“K“K“K“K“K“ eeeeeeee p p yoyoyoooyoooyooururururururururr eeeeeeeeeyeyeyeyeyeyeyeeey s s s s s s s clclclclclclclcllosososososoososo edededededdddddd aaaaaaaaat t t t tttt alalalaall ll titititiiiimemememeemmeess,s,s,ss,s,s ”””””
hihihihihihihihh s s s s ss s grgrgrgrgrgrgraaaaanana dmdmotototototototo heheheheheheheheh r rr r r r rr whwhwhwhwhwhwhwhw isi pepepeeepererererereeeeed.d. ““MaMaMaMaMaMaMaaMaybybybybybybybybeeeeeee inininininininininin ttttttthihihihihihihihihhh s s s s s wawawawawawawawaw yyy y y y y yy ououououououoo r r r lililil veveveeeeeeesssssssss
mmmmamamamamamaam y y y yy y yy bebebebebbbbeee ssavavedededddddddd.”.”.”.”.””.” YYYYYYYYeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaagggegeggggg r r TiTiTiTiTTiTiTimbmmbmmbimimmmmmmbobobobobobobobobboo o oo ooo ananananananannndd d d d d d dd hihihihihihihihh s s s s ssss grgrgrgrgrgrggranananananannandmdmdmdmdddmmdmotototheheheeeeeeeh r rr rr r rr lalalalalalalalalay y y y y yy
ononononnn tttttttttheheheheheheheheeh ffrereezezininnnnnnnng g g g g gg bababababababbattttttttttttttttt lelelelleleleleelefiefieeeldldldlddlddd aallll ddaayayayayayayaayy. . . .. AtAtAtAtAtAtAtAt ttttttttheheheheheheheheh eeeeeeeendndnndndndndnddd oooooooff f f f ffff thththththhththee e dadadaad y yy y thththththththheeeeeeee
sososososss ldldddieiersrs wwerereee momomomommomomovivivivivivivivingngngngngngngngng aamomomomoom ngnng tthheheheheheheehe IIIIIIndndndndndndndndiaiiaiaiaiaiaiaansnsnsnsnsnnsn iiiiiiinnnnnnnnn seseseseseses araraarararara chchcchchcccc oof f ththhhthhe e e e
wowowowowowowoww ununuuuuuuu deded d toto pppppputututututututuut ttttttttheheheheheheheheemmmm mm mm ouout t t ofof ttheheheheheheheiririririririrrr mmmmmmmmisisisisisisisssisererererereeree y.y.y.y.y.y..y  

YeYeYeYeYeYeYeagagagagagagagageeerereee , bebeininng g g g a a aaa cucucucucucucuurririririririr ououououououoo ss boboy,y, wwwwwwwanananananananteteteteteeeteted d d dd totototototoo wwwwwwwwatataatatataatchchchchchchch tttttttthehehehhehh fififififighghhhhghtitititititiingngngngngngnggg   
ononononononcececececece mmmorore.e. TThihihiissss neneneneneneneneneararararaaarllylyly ccosost t hihiimm m m mmm hihihihihihhissss lilililiiifefefefefeffe. . . . . A A A A AA sososssosooldldldldldlddieieieieeer rrr cacacccamemememememmee 
upupupupupuponoonononoon hhhhimim aandndd sssssawawawawawwwaw tttttthahahahahhat t hhe wwasasa aaaaaalililililil vevevveev aaaandndndddnd llllloooooooooooookkikikiikiingngngngngnng aaaarororoununnnnd.d.d.d....d   
ThThThThThhee e e mimimmmm ilitataryryy mmananananann ssssssstototototototoodoodoooo ooveverr YeYeYeYeY agagagagggerererererer,, , , hihihihihhh ss s s s ss gugugugugugug nn n n popopopopopop inininininintititititingngngngngngn aaaaaaat t tt ttt ththththththhe e e e e
yoyoyoyoooununununnung g boboy’y’s s heheadadadadaddad rrrrrrreaeaeaeaeaeadydydddd  to firfiree.e.e.e.  ThThThThThThhe e ee sosososoldldldlddldldieieieieiei rrrrr r sststttststarararararararedededededed aaaaatt ttt ththhhhhhhe e e eeee
boboboboy y y yy anaaanddd ththe e boboy y y yy atatatatatat tttttttheheheheheh  sololdididierer. ThThThhThe e e seseseesecococooooc ndndndndndnd tttimimmmmmmeee e e e thththththhtheee ee e ssososoldldldldldlddieieieieieeer rr rrr
lolololoowewewweww rereed d hihis ririflefleeefle tttttthehehehehehee llllllititititii tltle bobob y y knknknnknneweweweweee hhhhhhhhisisisis ttttimimimimee e eeee tototottott dddddieieieieiei wwwwwwwasasasaa nnnnnneaeeeaeaear.rr.r. 
ThThThThhe e eee sososos ldldldddieier ththenennen lllllowowowowowo ererereeredede hhisss gggununun aaandndndnd aaaa mmmmomomomomommenenenenttt t tt lalalalallalatetetetetterrrr rr rarararaaaraisisisisiiiii ededed  
itititititit aaaaaagagagagagagainininin. . FFor r sosomemee rrrrrreaeaeaasosos n n hehee ccouooulddld nnnototot cccomommmmplplllletetetete eeee hihihihihihihiisssss tttatatttasksksks . ...  

AfAfteter r ththe e mamasssacacre, ChChieief f SaSSagwwititchch’s’s 
soson n DaDa boo Zeeee ((YeYeager) playyyeded ddeaead d ononoonon 
ththe e frfrozozenn bbattltlefifieleld d to avooididd bbeieieingngngng sssshohohoh t.tt.t. 
A A sosolddieier r popointeed d hihiss gugun atat YYeaeagegeer’r’rr’ssss
head severral timmess bbut didd noto sshohooootottot..
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TTTTTTTToooTTTTToTTTTTToTTTToTowawawawwawwaaaaaaaaaawaaaaaardrdrdddrdrdrd eeeevvvveeeveeeeeevvvvveevvvvveeevvvvevveevvvvvvvvvvvveevevvv nnnniniiiiiiiiiininiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnngngngngngggggggnnngnnnggn ttttttheheheheheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeehhheeeeeheeh fififififielelelelelee dd ddd dd d oooofofoooooooooo mmmmasassaacrcre e wawas siilelleeeeeeeeeeeeelleeeennnnnnntntntnnnnnntnntnttnnnntnnnnnnnnnnn ,, eexexeexexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxexxxxcccccececcccccc ptpt ffoorr 
tttttththhhhhhthhhthththhhheeeee crrrrrrrrrcrrrrrrrrrrrcrieieiessss ooffffffffffooffffffffffffofffofoo ttttthheheheheheeeehhehhhehehehhh wwwwwwwwwwououououuuuuuuouuouuuouuuuunndndnndndn ededded ssssssssssssssssssolololdididid erers bebeiningg cac rrieieeeeeeeddddddddd ddddddddd ddddddddddddddddddddddd awawwwwwwwawawaaawaaa aaayayayayayayyyyaayyaayyyayyayaaayaaaaaaaayy. ThThee
NNNNNNNNNNNNoooNNNoNNNNNooortrtrrtrtrtrrrrrthhhhhhhwhwhwhwwhhhhwhhhhhh esesesessesestttetetteeeeeettteeteetteetettttternrnrnrnrnrnnnrnnnnn SSSSSShohohhohoossssshhhhshhhhhshsshsshsshhshhss ooononnonnnnnesese wwwwwwwwwhohho hhaddad eescscapapeded wwaaaatatatatatatttaaatttaatatattattatataaa cchchchchchchchhcchchhheeededddddddddddededddddedddeddddeeded aas s ththee
wwwwwwwwawawawaawwaawaww gogoggooooogoogogogonnnsnnssn llllllleefefefefffttttt t tttttttttttttttttt tththhhhhthhhheeeeee ee cacaccaaaaaammmmmmpmpmpmppppmmpmpmppmp.. . AsAsAsAsAAAsAsAsAsAAA tttttthhhhhhehhehehhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh y yy yy drdrdddrovove offoff,, ththe e wawaaaaaagggggggggoggogooooggggoggggooggoggggggogggggogggg nnn n nnnnnnn n wwwwwwwwwwwwhwhwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww eeeeeelslsl  
mmmammmaamammmm ddeddededee aaa vvverererrryyyyyyyyy y yyyyyy yyyyy yy yy y y mmmmmmomommommomm urururrrrrnfnnnfnfffnnfnffnfuululululuulu ssssssssssssouououuuouuuuouunnndndndnddnnndnnnnnndndnn aaaaasssss ththeyey ssssququq eaeaakekekedd d aaaaaaaalalalalllllaaallllllllllaallaalononononononononoononnonnonnggggg gg g ggggg gggggg ttththhttt e e
ssnsnsnsnowoowoww. BBlBllBlB oooooooo ddd d dddddd d ddddddd dd ddddrddrdrdripippipppipippipipiip nngngngggggngggss ssss cocococoooc uuuuululuuluuululuuuuuuuuuu d dddd d bebebebebebbbe sssssssseeeeeenn n alalalononnongg g g ththhhee e ttrttrtrrrrrrrtrtrtrrrrraaiaiaiaiaiaiaiiiaiaiaaaaaaaaaaaaa l l ll llllll ll thtthththhhhhhhhthhhhhhhhhhhhtthheyeeey llefefft.t.t.tt.t. 
ThThThThTTT e InInnnnnddiddidd anananaaaa sssss hhhhahaahaadddd ddododooododoonenneeenneeenn sssssssomommmmommmmommmommmommmmmmmmmmee e eee dadaadadadaamammamamamaam gegegegeegege tttttttooo oooo ththhttheee militaaaaaarryrryryryryyyyyyyyyyyyyrryyyyyyyyyyyyy wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiitiitittiitittttiii h hh
ttthhee liliiiittttttttleleelele tttttthhheeehh y y y hhahhaaaaahad.dd.d.d.d  TTTThThhhhThhheee ee InInnnInInInInInndddddddididddidddddd ananannnnnsssssss fofofofoofofoouguguguguguguughththththt mmmmmmmmoosostly byyy hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhanaanananannannanananannnaaanaaaaaaa ddddddd.d..ddddddddddddddddddd  

ByByyy nnnigigigigigigighthhthtffafafaff lllll theheheh IIIInnddddiaiaaaiaiansnsn wwwhhhhhhhhohh  hada eeeeeescsss apped were coooldlddddddddddddddd,,,,,
wewet ananana dd huhuhuuungnn ryy.. ThThThheeerererere e eee wawawaawaaawawaw sss ss nonono ffffooooooooo dd ddddd tot  be founnd,d, ffoorororrrr ttttttttttthhheheheeehehhhhhehheh  
sosooldldldlddieieierss hhadaddadd donone aa a gogogogggooog oodoodoo jjjobobobobo oooof ff ff scscscsscscaatatteterir ng theirir ffooood d ddddd ononononononononnoo tttttttthehhhhe 
grgrgrgrgrrg oouououndndd aandddndn ssetttitiingggg fifirerere tttto o itiitititit.... AlAlAll llll ofoffoff ttthehehhhh tteee pees weree bbuubuuuuubuuuurnrnrnnrnrrr tt tt tttt
tottototo ttthhehe groununnnd d exexe cept onene.. ThhhhThhhe e lolooloolonenenenen ssstandndndndn innnng gg teepe eee llooooooooooooooookkkkkeeeeedd d dd
as if itt werre mamamadededd ooof f a neet t [w[witthhh h alalaalalalalllll l ofofofofofof tthehehehehe bbbululululleet hoh lel s]]].. TTThThTT isisisiss 
was the teeppeeeeee ooof f ChChhC ieieef f SaaaS gwwititi chchchh aandndddd hhhiiisi fffffamamammma ilily.yyy.yy. AAftfterer tthhhehee 
soldiers had lllefefft,t,tt CCCCCChihhhiefef SSSagagaggwiwitctcch h h mammm dededede hhhhhhisisisisiisi wwwwayayayaya ttttooo o hihiss teteepeppppepeeeeeeee..
HeH  opeened ththhhe ee flaflaflappp ananannnddd fofofounununu d dd hihihis wiwiw fefefe llyiyiingngngngngn tttttttheheheehh rrrer ddeaeae d.d   

Thhe e InIndidiana s cocooululd d nonononot t bebelievve e what had jusstt t tatataaakekkekekekekek n nnnnnn pplpp acce.e  
SaSagwgwitchh wwasas aa verery y ststununnen d d aand shocked d mamamamam n,n,nn ssssstrtrtrtrrrricici ken 
anand d sad d att hheeartrtt.. HeHHe sstotot odd idldld yy and mourrnfnfnfnffululullyylyy gggggggaazazazzededddee  at thhe e
scs enene.e. HHeee wass rerememembmmberering g that jusu t t the day y bebeebeefofofoofoorerererereee theheeeir 
campp hhadad bbeeeen n a a hah ppppy yy pllacace.e. He ee reeremmembberredd tttheheheheheheee mmmmmmmmananananaanaany yy
seeasasonons s ththe NoNortrthwhwhwesternn SShooshshono es hhadd spepentt iiinnnnnn ananaanananannddddddd
ararououndd BBatattltle e Creeeek k ono  thee BBeaear r RiRivev r. DDeaeadd InIndidid annn bbbbodododddddieiieieiesssss
wewerer eeveveryr whherere.e TThe IInddnddiaiai ns rreaealilizezeed d thheyey ccouo ldld nnotot hhhhoololddd
propoper funnnereralal sserervices fof rr r r thththheieir r dedeaad, sosos  manany y y wewerere tthrowowown nn
into the stiill flflowowining BeBeara RRRRiverr. A A wawateter r buburialla wwwasa bbetetttet rr
than havinng gg ananimmmala s eaeat t ththeie r r boboodidieses. ChChieef SaSagwg itchc  
realizi edd that t thththererree wewerere ttwowo diffiffererenent t worlrldsds iin whwhicchhh
diffefferentn ppeoeee pllp e ee liliveved.d OOnene ggroupup was ggreededy y and d waw ntn eded 
evevererytythihingngg.. ThThTT e e ototheheh r grgrououp p only wwananted d toto llivive anand d travaveel 
ararououndnd ttheheirir llanand asas bbbeffeffororo e.e. OOnne ggroupup madadde e ththeie rr wishess 
anandd drdreaeamsms ccomome trtrueue bby y mamakikingng thehemmselelves s s thhe e coconqueror rsrs 
anandd ththee ototheherr ala momostst bbececammme a vavaninishhining g Amererricicanan.

CooCoConnnnnnnnooror 
aaana d d thttthee

CaCalilifof rnniaaa 
Voluluuunteersss 

were haiaa led ass 
heroesese  uponn

their reeetututurnrnr ttoo
Fort DDDououuouglggg as 

afffteterrr the 
maasssssss acre.
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Most accounts place the number of Northern 
Shoshone killed in the massacre at more than 250;
some estimates list 400, or even more. Yet, in most 
history books on the subject of Indian massacres,
the one at Bear River either is not included, or is
referenced with only a sentence or two. In reality,
more Indians were killed here than at Sand Creek,
Washita, or Wounded KnK ee. Bear River aalslso o sesett 
a prp ecedent foor r later massacacrer s.. CCololononelel CConnnor
atattatackckeded iin hthe e dedeadad off iwintter when the Shhososhohonenes
hahahadd d esesestatablblisishehed their r winterr camamp,p, aandnd tthuhus, did not 
hahahavevevee aanynynyny aaaaaveevevevenununn e e foforr esesescacaapepep , , nonor did d wawarrr ioi rs have 
ththhththe e ee opopopppopopoportrtrtununnititity yy y tototot mmmmanananeueueueuvevev r r anannddd figfigfigfighthththh bbbacacck.k.k.k

Some Northwestern
Shoshone joined in 
the dedication of the 
monument at the
massacre site in 1932. 
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Following the massacre, on July 30, 1863, most of 
the Northwestern Shoshone agreed to a treaty that 
allowed them to settle on the Fort Hall Reservation, 
where most of their descendants reside today. 
About 200 Northwestern Shoshone, however, 
sought refuge in the friendly Mormon community, 
and by 1875, many had joined the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, settling in the Malad 
Valley in present-day southeastern Idaho. 



Chief Sagwitch’s 
grandson, Moroni 
Timbimboo, became a
bishop in the Mormon 
church. He is pictured 
here (on the right) with 
Hitope Joshua in front 
of new Washakie 
Ward meetinghouse.
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Today, tthe Forrt t HaHallll RReseserervavaatititiononnonn iiiis s ss thththththththeeeeeeee cucucucuucucuccurrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrenenenenenenenenennnnt tttt ttttttt tttttttt
hoh me of aba out t 6,6,00000 0 enenrorollllededed SSShohohohooshshshshs onononooone-e-e-e--ee-e-e BaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaaaaaB nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnoococococococococcococococococck kk kk k k k k k k kkkk kk
tribal memmbeb rsrs wwhoho mmosostltly y liliveveve ooon n nnn ororororrro nnnnnnnnnnneaeaeaeaeaeaeaeeaaaarr r rrrrrrr ththththththhththheeeeeeeeee
reses rvattioi n. Thehe resserervavatitionon ccconononsisisistststtttssss oofofofof 5555544444444444444,0,0,0000,0,0,0,000000000000000000000  
aca res, reduced ffrorom m ththe e ororigiginininalalal 111.8.888 mmmmilililillilliliiliil onononnononon aaaaaaaaacrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrrcrrrrcrcrcc esesesesesesesseseseeeseseseses....
The tribes curreentntlyly oownwn 997%7%% ooof ff thththhheee lallaaalandndndndndnddndnd wwwwwwwwwwwitititititititiiitttithihihihhihihiihhhhihihhin nn nnnnnn n nn nnnnnnnn
ththee reseervation.n. TThehe ttriribebess mamanananaagegegege tttttheheheheeeeirirrrir oooooooownwnwnwnwnwnwnwnwnn 
schools,s ppost offiofficece,, grgrococerery y ststtoroore,ee,e, wwwwwasasasasa teteteetetete dddddddisisisisisisisisspopopopopopopopopooopop sasasasasasasasasasasasasasasas l,l,l,l,ll,l,l,l,l,lll,,l,, 
aga ricuc ltture and d coommmmerercicialalal bbusususinininesesesseseseses,s,sss, rrrrrrruuruurururuururalalalalalalalalalalalal 
trana sits, cac sinoos,s, aandnd mmorore.e. AA rrrecececccenenenennt t t tt ecececcece ononononononononomomomommomomommmmmmmmiciciciicicicciciciciiiciic 
impact stutudy fououndnd tthahat t ththee ShShShososossshohohohohonenenenen -B-B-B-B-BBBBBBanananananannnnanaaa nonnonnonoononnonononoockckckckckckckckkckk 
tribbal govere nmmenent,t, bbususininese seess,s, sssupupuppopopopooortrtrrtrtrtrt aaaaaaaaagegegegegegegegegencncncnccncncn ieieieieieieieesssss
and d lands s generaratete mmorore e ththanan 444,0,0,000000000 jjjjjjobobobobbbbobs ss s ss s s
and add $330 mmilillilionon aannnnuaually y tototo tttheheheheehe 
eaastern Iddaho ececononomomy.y.

Once called a baattttle, ththe e
encounter at Bear RiRiver waass
later acknowledged aass a a
massacre. The site wasas 
designated as a natiiononalal hhisistotoriric c 
landmark on June 21,, 1199990.0.
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The Sand Creek Massacre
Gary L. Roberts, Professor Emeritus of History
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

On the morning of November 29, 1864, 
Col. John M. Chivington led nearly 700 US soldiers 
in an attack against a village of about 500 Cheyenne 
and Arapaho people camped along the banks of 
Sand Creek in southeastern Colorado. Although the 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes under Chiefs Black Kettle 
and Left Hand believed they were under the protection 
of the US Army, Colonel Chivington’s troops killed 
about 200 people, mainly women, children, and the 
elderly. Condemned by three federal investigations, 
this attack was one of the most brutal atrocities 
against American Indians in American history.

On November 29, 1864, Gen. William T. 
Sherman’s Union troops were pushing 
through central Georgia toward the sea. 
Gen. John Bell Hood’s Confederate forces 
were closing in on Franklin, Tennessee, in a 
desperate attempt to divide John A. Schofield’s 
army, and Union forces held the army of Northern 
Virginia at bay in the months-long siege of 
Petersburg. The tide had turned for the Union  
and their victory in the war seemed inevitable 
in spite of the costs yet to be paid. On that same 
morning, half a continent away, Union troops 
swarmed over the low bluffs which marked the 
course of Sand Creek in southeastern Colorado 
and slaughtered nearly 200 Cheyennes and 
Arapahoes. Though hardly more than a 
skirmish, when compared to the casualties 
on eastern battlefields, the Sand Creek 
Massacre would seize the attention of a 
nation locked in civil war and raise issues 
as ancient as humanity itself.
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ThThisi ddepepicictitionon oof f f ththee SaSandnd CCrereekek mmasassasacrcree 
wawawawass pappp inted on buffalo hide by Northern 
ArArArArapapaa aha o artist Eugene Ridgely, Sr. (Eagle Robe) 
whwhwhwhosso e great-grandfather survived the attack. 
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This photograph of Arapaho and 
Cheyenne delegates from the 1851 Treaty 
of Fort Laramie, taken in St. Louis, 
Missouri, is from the album Jesuit Father 
Peter De Smet kept to chronicle his 
missionary work among American Indians 
in the West from 1821-1871. He gave the album 
as a gift to his friend, Moses Linton. The 
image is likely the earliest known photograph 
of chiefs from these tribes. Two of them, 
Tempest, Southern Arapaho (third from left), 
and White Antelope, Southern Cheyenne 
(fourth from left), would also sign the 
Treaty of Fort Wise ten years later in 1861.
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ThThThThee CCoCololoraraadodo gg loldd rush of 1859 and the Civil War 
trt anansfsformed life on the Great Plains forever. Until the 
didididiscscs ovo ery of gold in the Colorado Rockies in 1858, the 
regigiiononn was still largely the domain of a powerful group 
ofo  Plaininins Indian tribes, including the Lakota, Cheyenne, 
Arrapahho, Comanche, and Kiowa. These tribes 
dominaateteted the buffalo lands from the Powder River 
country inn the north to Texas in the south. They held 
the otther tribes of the region at bay and maintained an 
uneasy peeace with white travelers bound west through 
ththeir counntrtry.y  This status quo was largely confirmed 
atat the Treeatatyy of Fort Laramie in 1851. Although the 
AAmericann negotiators shrewdly laid the groundwork for 
fufutut re chaange, there was no sense of urgency beyond 
prp otectit ngngg tttheh  emigrant roads.  Expectations were that 
ththere e wow uld d beb plenty of time to affect change. 

Until l ththe e CoCololorado gold rush in 1859,
the Greaeat t PlPlaia ns was still largely the 
dodomamainin oof f ththe e Lakota, Cheyenne, Arapaho, 
Comancchehe,, Kiowa, and other peoples.
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Everything changed with the Colorado gold rush.
Suddenly, the overland routes were filled with gold 
seekers and entrepreneurs rushing to cash in on the new
El Dorado.  As settlers flooded West, collision with the 
trtribibeses wwasas aassssurureded. MoMorere tthahann 10100,0,000000 gogog ldld sseeeekekersrs 
scscscrararambmbmbleleledd d upupu ttthehehe ffrorontnt rranangege oof the e RoRocky y MoM unntaainins,s,,, 
igigigi nonoriringng nnnatatativivivvee e riririghghghtststs wwwhihihilelele dddemememanandidingnggg ffffededede erere alal pprorotetectctioionn 
fooforr ththeieir rr trtrresesese papapapasssssss. GoGoGoGoveveernrnrnnmememmm ntnt oooffifficffifficfficiaiiaalslls,, totooo,o,o lllooooookekkeedddd fofofor rr
adadaddvaavavavavaantntnnntntnn agagagaggge,ee,,,, rrrusususushihihihihiingngngngngng tttooooo offioffioffiffiffifficicialalllylylyy ooorgrgrganananizizize ee thththe e e teteterrrrrrititittititorororororo y yy y
offof CCCollolororradadda oo o anananndd d dd pupuppushshhiniiing gg g fofofoffoffofforrrrr neneneenewwww www tttrttrtreaeaeaeaeae tititititittitit esesesesesesee wwwwwwwiitittititi hhhhhh h thththee
ChChChCheyeyyeyeyeyenennenenenes,s,s,s,s, AAAArarararaaaapapappapppap hohoohooohooesesesesess,,, , ananannanndd d ddd d UtUtUtUttU eseseseseses. .  

For a time during 
the gold rush,, tthehe 
whwhititee sesettttllers aandnd 
the Arapahoes lived 
sisiidededede bbbyy y y sisisidde,, but 
ththe e arraangemment 
did not last.
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By the time the first shells fell on Fort Sumter, the scattered 
units of the regular army were moving east to form the 
core of the Union and Confederate armies. Little thought 
was given to the effect of these moves on the western 
territories like Colorado; but the impact was profound.  

The old regular army had served a peacekeeping role, 
standing between the settlers and the native tribes as a 
kind of buffer. Now, however, military protection fell to 
the western states and territories. The “new” army was 
made up of citizen volunteers commanded by officers who 
often had little military experience. The new order was
more than a change in competency; it also meant that the 
military shared the settlers’ interests.  Many volunteers
wanted Indian land and had little or no concern for the 
native peoples. Initially, though, territorial leadership gave 
little thought to a native threat. The men who joined the 1st 
Colorado Volunteer Infantry expected to fight the “secesh”
(the contemporary slang for Confederates), not Indians.

Commanded by Col. John P. Slough, the 1st Colorado 
(the First) responded eagerly when ordered to Fort Union 
to face the Confederate invasion of New Mexico. Even 
though the regiment was seriously divided by quarrels 
beb tween Slough and his senior officers, particularly John 
M.M CChihivington, Colorado troops fought well when the time 
cacacacameme at ApApppacachehe Canyon and Glorieta Pass near Santa Fe. 
InIn tthehehehe wwwwakaka ee ofofof tttheehehehe vvicici toot ryrrry, Colonen l SllSS ouoouuughgghgggh hhhhheaeaeaeae dedddeddededddd
eaeaeastststt wwhere hhee wawas rerewarddrdd deded wwwiititititthh hhhh aa a brbrigigggggadadadieieieieer’r’r’r’r sss ststststsssttararararararara ..

CoCoCol.l  Johhn n M.M. Chih vington 

In February 1861,
a handful of 
Cheyenne and 
Arapaho chiefs 
signed the Treaty 
of Fort Wise,
accepting a small 
reservation. For 
the chiefs and their 
tribes, it was 
a a serious 
mimiscscalalcuculalatit ono .
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The command of the First passed to Col. John M.
Chivington. The appointment was fateful—and fatal. 

Colonel Chivington, formerly a Methodist minister
and a giant storm center of a man, expected to move 
east to face Confederate threats in Kansas and 
Missouri. He was disappointed when the 2nd Colorado
Volunteer Regiment was called east instead, and he, as 
commander of the Military District of Colorado, was
left to patrol home territory and protect settlers against 
the Indians. For him, the problem was that there was no
Indian threat. Chivington’s troops were left to grumble 
and, as Col. Jesse H. Leavenworth put it, “to eat corn at 
$4 a bushel.” It was not a happy circumstance for a 
man anxious to win glory fighting for the Union.

Despite some pressures such as new wagon roads 
through the heart of Cheyenne and Arapaho lands
between the Platte and the Arkansas rivers in western 
Kansas and eastern Colorado, the tribes were 
generally tractable. Most Cheyennes had not yet
had significant contact with the invaders, and the 
Arkansas bands sought accommodation.  In February 
1861, a handful of Cheyenne and Arapaho chiefs signed 
the Treaty of Fort Wise (Colorado), accepting a small, 
arid reservation. For the chiefs and their tribes, it 
waw s a aa seseririouous s mim scscala cuulalatit on. They did not consideer
ititititit bbbbbbinninndidididddingngngngng ooooon nn n n alalalalaa llll ofofofofof ttttheheheh iririririrr ppppppeoeoeoeoeoe plpllplplp eee,e, nnnnnnororroror dddddididididd ttttthehehehehe 
gogoogogogogooveveveveveernrnnrnrrnrrrr memememmememm ntntntnttnt—a—aa—a—a—aattt t t lelelellelell asasasaastt t t t fofofofofof rrr r a aaaa a tititiitimememememmemmm . ThThhThThThTT atatatatat ssssssoooooooooooonn n n n chchchhchchhanananananngegegegeegeggeeddd.dd.d

Yellow Wolf 
was among the 
first to see the 
advantages of 
trade with whites. 
In 1846, he urged 
Lt. James W. Abert,
who produced 
this portrait, 
to convince the
Americans to teach 
the Cheyenne to 
farm and raise 
livestock. Desiring 
peace, Yellow Wolf 
signed thehh  Treaty 
of Fort Wisese.. HeHe  
was lalateter r kkilllleded 
att SSanand dd CrC eek.
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Yellow 
Wolf Seeks 
Peace

Fort Wise, Colorado



The governor of Colorado Territory was also
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, responsible both for
governing the territory and for protecting Indian rights. 
Conflicts left little doubt which responsibility had the 
higher priority. That would have been true under any 
circumstances, but the war in the East, already settling 
into a bloody stalemate unlike anything Americans had
ever experienced, added new tensions. John Evans 
arrived to assume the role of governor in 1862. His
instructions were to look to the possibility of making 
Colorado a state before the 1864 election and to find 
possible routes for a transcontinental railroad. With 
these orders, issues like white trespasses on American 
Indian land and the restriction of tribal movements 
became urgent matters.

Evans determined to impose interpretations on the 
existing laws and treaties that would serve his charges 
to transform Colorado into a state and develop a major 
route to the West Coast. He hoped that he could 
accomplish this goal peacefully, but he cared little 
about native concerns and assumed that the Indian 
tribes would yield to the “higher interests of 
civilization.” The CCheyennnnee and Arapaho refused to 
signg aamememendnndndnddndndmememememem ntnntntntntnts ssss s s totototottot tttttthehehh TTrerereeeatataatyy yyy ofof FForort WiWW se or even to
acaacacacaccecececeptptptpptp iiit t t aasasasasasssaasa lllllllegegegegegegeeegeggegegitititittttitiitimimimimimimimmmmimatatatatatatattaaaate.ee.e.e TTTThehehehehehee pppplallalaininin fffffffacacacacacacacct t ttt ttttt wawawawas that llandsds 
nonononononnnonoortrtrtrtrtrtrtrr h h hhhhh ofofofofoff tttttheheheheheheeheheheheeheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSouououououououououuououououououououuouououououuuuuththththththththhhhththtttththththththththtttttthttthth PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPllllalalalalalalllalalalalaalalllatttttttttttttttttttttttteeeeeeeeeeee RiRiRiRiveveveever,r,r,r,r,,, tttttthehehehhehe lllllanananananannandsdsdsdsdsdsdsds wwwwwwhehehehererereee mmmmososossst t tt ofofof  
ththththththhtthtttttt e e e eee ee CoCoCoCoCoCoColololololololooorararararararararaaaaraarrrrrr dododododooo sssssetetetettttettttetttltltltltltlttt ememememmmenenenenentstsststss wwwwwwererererere e e e ee lolololololloloocacacaacacacacacaateteteeteteteeeed,d,ddd,d,d,d,,, hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhadadadaddaddadadadada nnnnnnnnnnnevevevevvvevvvevveverereerererer bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee nnnnnnnnnn
ceccececeecececccecececededdedededdededed d d d dd ddddddd atatatatatat aaaaallllllllll.... ThThThThThTThTThT isisisisisss tttttttterererere riririiririritototootototoryryryryrryryy ssssstitititititit lllllllllllllllll bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbelelelelleeleleelelelelelee onononononononononnngegegegegegegegeeged d d d dddd dd tototototoootoottttttot tttttttttthehehehehehhehehheheeeheeehheeeeehe IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIndndndndndndnddndndnddndddndndnnnnnn iaiaiaiaiaiiaiaiiiaaaii nsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnnsn ......

Colorado Territooryry 
GoGovevernrnoror J Johohn n EvEvanans s
impoosesed d ininteterprpreretatatiionons s 
of the existing trtreaeatitieses 
that would serveve hhisis 
chara ges to make 
CoCololorar dod  a state aaandnnd 
deded vev lop a maajojojor r r trtrtraiaiaia n n nn 
rorooutute ee totot tthehehh WWWWeseseest tt t CoCoCoCoasassst.ttt.

GoGovevernnrnoror J JJohohohnn EvEvans
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Evans decided, however, to force all of the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes onto the reservation created by the 
Treaty of Fort Wise. One problem was that these tribes 
gave him few excuses to press the matter. There were a 
few clashes, but the chiefs made a strong effort to 
keep the peace. In March 1863, a delegation of chiefs—
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, and one Caddo—traveled 
to Washington, D.C., where they met with President 
Abraham Lincoln before returning to Colorado,
duly impressed by the wonder and power of all 
they had seen.

ThThThhT isisis FFFFreennnchh
lithograph may be the 
only contemporary 
image of Abraham 
Lincoln with 
American Indians.

In March 1863, a 
delegation of chiefs 
traveled to Washington, 
D.C., where they met 
with President Lincoln.
Pictured (left to right) aree 
US Indian Agent Samuel 
Colley and Chiefs Lean 
Bear, War Bonnet, and 
Standing-in-the-Water.
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On July 9, 1863, a Cheyenne named Little Heart was killed 
by a guard at Fort Larned, in western Kansas. Col. Jesse 
Leavenworth quickly dispatched runners to recall troops 
in the field and called a council of the principal chiefs in 
the area. His quick action prevented the matter from 
escalating, but it was increasingly clear that the unstable 
situation on the plains required close management by both 
civilian and military authorities. Unfortunately, Colonel 
Chivington seemed little disposed to do anything, and
Governor Evans’s interest was in finding a legal way to 
resolve the “land question” without actively engaging in 
negotiations with the tribes. After a half-hearted effort to
meet with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes in September 
1863, Evans became convinced that he had to find another 
way to resolve the situation.

Two factors would affect developments in Colorado in 
1864. The first was that Cheyenne and Arapaho movements 
were closely watched. The other was that Governor Evans
was determined to clear land titles in order to achieve his 
larger political objectives. It was a deadly combination. It 
predisposed government authorities to look for the worst 
possible explanation of Indian movements. Another quiet 
year would also thwart Colonel Chivington’s ambitions. 
AsAsAA aaa rrresesesululult,t,t,, wwwhehehen n n thththeee ChChCheyeyeyenenennenene aaandndndn AAArararapapapahohoho lllefefeft t t thththeieieir r r

After a series of 
skirmishes between 
the army and the 
Indians, Cheyenne 
Chief Lean Bear 
rode out from the 
Smoky River
encampment to 
seek peace with 
approaching 
soldiers. Colorado 
troops opened fire, 
killing him. 
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winter camps on the Republican and Smoky Hill rivers 
along the Kansas-Colorado line, Coloradans saw the 
movements as provocative.    

In April, Colorado troops, investigating reports of cattle 
theft, clashed with Cheyennes in a series of skirmishes
from the South Platte River north of Denver to the 
Republican River in eastern Colorado. In May, near the 
Smoky Hill River in Kansas, northwest of Fort Larned,
Colorado, troops located a village of Cheyenne. The Indians
sent out a small group to parley, led by Lean Bear who had 
visited Washington the previous year. The Colorado ttroroopops 
opened fire, killing Lean Bear. With the death ofof LLLeae n n BeBeBearar, 
Cheyenne Dog Soldiers and other young memen retatatalililiattede  
along the Arkansas and the Plaatte riveersrs.  

ChCheye enene nee 
DoDoDoog gg SoSSoldl iei rsr  
avavavavavavavaavavaa enenneeneneeeene gegg d dddd ththe e dededeatath 
ofofoff LLLLLeaaeannnn BeB arar..

Cheyenne Chiefef LLeaean Beeearar
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With tensions running 
high, Governor Evans 
caalll ed fforo  all peaceceablee 
Indidianss to mmove tot  
“p“plalaceces s ofof ssafafetety”y” llikike e
Foortr LLyoyon anand FoFort 
Laaarrnededd. AlAlll l othehers 
wowoowooooould d ddddd be ““““effeffecececece tualalaaa ly 
suuuuuubdbbdbbb ueueuuuu d.d..”””””””
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Evans saw this as proof of hostile intent. Chivington, 
curiously, played down the significance of the raids, 
insisting instead that he needed to concentrate his 
troops along Colorado’s southeastern line in 
anticipation of a Confederate strike. Chivington was 
so preoccupied with his hopes to join the larger war 
and with his political ambitions, that Gen. Samuel 
Ryan Curtis, commander of the Department of 
Kansas, created the District of the Upper Arkansas 
and took a substantial portion of Chivington’s troops 
and territory away from him. Chivington had lost 
his commander’s confidence. 

Then something tragic happened.  On June 11, 
raiders—believed to be Northern Arapahoes—
struck the ranch of Isaac Van Wormer south of 
Denver. They killed a rancher named Nathan Ward 
Hungate, his wife and two small children, one an 
infant. The incident provoked public hysteria, and 
Colonel Chivington declared martial law. Colorado 
citizens felt isolated and vulnerable. Many called 
for a war of extermination, “men, women, and 
children together.” Missionary Rev. William 
Crawford reported the state of affairs in Colorado in 
a letter to the American Home Missionary Society, 
“There is but one sentiment in regard to the final 
disposition which shall be made of the Indians. 
‘Let them be exterminated, men, women, and 
children together.’” Governor Evans was convinced 
that the plains tribes were allied for a major war 
against the white settlers of Colorado.  

On June 27, 1864, Governor Evans issued a 
“Proclamation to the Friendly Indians of the Plains,” 
calling upon all who were peaceable to move to 
“places of safety,” including Fort Larned and Fort 
Lyon on the Arkansas River (Fort Wise was renamed 
Fort Lyon in 1862) and Camp Collins on the Cache 
la Poudre River. Any Indians found elsewhere would 
be pursued until “effectually subdued.” Aside from 
the fact that Governor Evans ignored military policy 
that prohibited Indians from gathering at military 
posts, the proclamation had little promise of success. 
Evans also called for 10,000 troops to put down a 
major Indian uprising.
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A summer war continued through July and into August, 
but the brunt of the attacks fell on Nebraska and Kansas. 
The primary effect on Colorado was the interruption of 
commerce on the Platte route. This pressure convinced 
white Coloradans that Evans was right: conflict with the 
Indians was inevitable. They just didn’t know when 
or where it would happen. Then, abruptly, a dead calm
descended on the plains from central Nebraska to 
the Rockies.   

On August 11, 1864, Evans received authorization from
tht ee WaWar r DeDepapartrtmementnt ttoo ororgaganinizeze aa rregegimimenent sppecifically
to fight Indians with a tour of duty of 100 ddayayss. 
Recruitment began immediately for the 3rd Colorado 
VoVoluluntnteeeerr CaCavavalrlryy (t(thehe TThihirdrd)). TThehenn ththee ChC eyenne and 
ArArapapahahoo NaNatitiononss dididd ththe e ununexexpepectcteded aagagainin. BlBlacack k Kettle 
anandd ototheherr chchieiefsfs mmadadee anan oovevertrtururee foforr peepeacace,e, aandnd 
Maj. Edward W. Wynkoop, commander att FForro t t LyLyono oon 
ththee ArArkakansnsasas RRiviverer, esescocortrteded aa pparartyty oof f Cheyennnene aandnd 
Arappaho chiefs to Denver to meet witithh GoGovevernor EEvaav nsns 
anananddd CoCoColololonenenelll ChChChivivivininingtgtgtononon. AtAtAt CCCamamamppp WeWeW ldld ooutututsisidede Dennveev rr, 
onon SSSSepeptetet bmbmbberer 2288,88 1186868686444, ttthhehehe aaututthohhoh iririi ititit eseseses mmmmmetetet wwitithhh ththe e
chiefs. The white officials were not enthusisisisiiasasasasaastititic,c,c bbbutut 
ththeyey ttololdd ththe e chchieiefsfs tthahatt ifif tthehey y wewerere ssererioi uss aaboboboboboboutututuu ppeaaeacecec , 
they could bring their people into Fort Lyyonon as a plplplpllllacacacaa ee
of safetty. Within teen n nn dadadaysysysyy ooof f thththe chhhhiefsss’ retuurnrn,,
6565656565656566565552 2222 ArArArArArArapapapapaappa ahahahahahahoeoeoeoeoeees ssss wewewwwerere eeencncncncnncncncnnncnn amamamamammammpepepeeeeedd d d dd bbbbbbbelelelelelele owowowowoooooooo FFFFFForororrrorrt t ttttt LyLyLyLyLyLyLyyyyyononononoonnn....

The Indian 
DeDelelegagatitionon ttoo
DeDenvnverer:: seseatateded,
lleftft tto iri hghtt, are 
White Antelope,
Bull Bear, 
Black Kettle (all 
Cheyennes), Neva,
Heaps-of-Buffalo 
(Arapahoes). 
StStanandidingng, , leleftft tto o
ririr ghght t arare,ee NNototananeeee 
and d Bosssse 
(AAArapahoes).)  
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ChC ief Black 
KeKeK ttt le’s letter
to ttthehe US Army 
callining g fofor peace. 

Black Kettle 
released white captives 
of the Cheyenne to 
Major Wynkoop in 
September 1864.  
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Maj. Scott Anthony
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On November 2, 1864, Major Wynkoop was
replaced as commander at Fort Lyon by 
Maj. Scott J. Anthony. The next day, Anthony 
lelelearara nen d that close to 600 Cheyennes were 
momom viving toward Fort Lyon. He told them to 
reer maam in on Sand Creek, close to 40 miles
nonnortrthheast of the fort. He also told the Arapahoes 
totto jjoioin the Cheyennes at Sand Creek. Chief 
LeLeL ftt Hand and eight lodges of Arapahoes 
jojoineed the Cheyennes at Sand Creek. The rest 
oof tthhe Arapahoes, now suspicious, moved 
dodowwn the Arkansas River. Like the majority of 
ththe CCheyennes and Arapahoes in the
ReRepupublican and Smoky Hill camps, they 
wwouuld wait to see what happened. The stage 
wawas s non w set for tragedy. 

CoCol.l. John Chivington now became the primary 
acacca totor in Colorado Indian affairs. Statehood 
hahah d d been defeated at the polls on September 13.
HHiHis s ccommission as an officer in the Union Army 
exexpipired on September 23, although he had not 
bebeenen relieved of command. The Third Regiment 
wwawas s increasingly the subject of public derision as 
momorer  citizens came to believe that the regiment’s 
10100 0 days would pass without action. In late 
OcOctot ber, Gen. Patrick Edward Connor, who 
hahad won acclaim for a winter strike against the 
NNorthwestern Shoshone at Bear River in Idaho 
in 1863 (described elsewhere in this book), 
proposed a joint campaign to protect the Platte 
route. He wanted Colonel Chivington to join 
him in a strike against the Republican River 
strongholds of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes 
as the surest means of protecting commerce 
and travel. 

Replacing Major Wynkoop, 
Maj. Scott Anthony told the 
Cheyennes to stay in their 
camps on Sand Creek and the 
Arapahoes to move away from 
Fort Lyon and join the 
Cheyennes there.
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CoCoColololonenenel ll ChChChivivivininingtgtgtononon rrreaeaeactctctededed aaat tt onononcecece. HeHeHe hhhadadad nnnooo ininintetetentntntioioionnn 
ofof pparartiticicipapatitingng iinn a a jojoinint t cacampmpaiaigngn wwitithh CoConnnnoror. AnAnyy glglororyy
that might come from such a combined operation wwwasss 
certain to go to thhe hhero (or villllain) off Bear River, andd itit
susurerelyly ccououldld nnotot bbee momoununtetedd bebefoforere tthehe eenlnlisistmtmenentt ofof tthehe 
Third Colorado expired. Instead Chivington began to
coconcncenentrtratatee ththee scscatattetereredd ununititss ofof ttheehe TThihirdrd iinn prprp epeppararatatioionn
ffor hihis own iiniitiia itive. BBy thhe tiime CConnor arriiv ded iin DDenvver 
on November 14, to discuss his plans (accompanied by Ben 
Holladay, the president of the Overland Sttage Comppanany)y),
Chivington had ordered theh  Third to rendezvoousus aat t 
Boone’s Ranch on the Upper Arkansas River.r. 

Two days later, unaware that Chivington had no intene tionon 
of joining Connor for a winter campaign, Governor Evvanans 
left Colorado on a trip to Washingngtoon. OOn NoNoN vevevembm erer 220,0,0  
Chivingtg on left Denver with hihiis s sttaffaff, ,,, and ththhrereeeee dadad ysysys laterr,
took command of the forcrceses aaat BoBoononone’e’e’ss s RaRaRancncncch.h.h.h WWWitititth hhh hihihihiss
commander Generaal l l CuCuCurtrtrtisisis ppprereeocococcuccupipiedededd wwwwitititith h h h CoCoCoConfnfnfnfn ededededderererere atatatatte ee
forces elsewhere, ChC iviningtgtononn hhhhadada aaa ffffrereee e e hahahandndnd. . ItItI wwwwasasasasas tttttimmimimimeeeee
for the gambleer r toto rolo l ththe e didid cecece.

OffiOfficecersr  
ofof tthehe 
ThThirirdd 
ReRegigimementnt

WhWhW enene CCChihiiviviviv ngngtoton nnn anananannononoununuu ceced d dd thththhatatatata hhhhhe e e e ananananannd d dd dd
the e ThThThiririrrd d dd ReReReegigigimementntt pppplalalalannnnnnnnedededed tttto oo oo atataaa tatatataackckckckckckck ttttttthehehehehehehe 
InIndididianananns s s atatat SSSSananand d dd CrCrCrCreeeeeek,k,k,, mmmmananany y y y ofofofoff tttthehehehe oooofficffiffiffifficfficfficererrrrrss s ssss
of tthehe vvvetete erererananan FFFirirrrstststst RRRRegegegegimimimimeenent t obobjejeeeecctctctccc ededededd......
Chhivvivininii gtgtg onn repepepeplilililiedededed, , , “D“D“DDamama n n n anany y mamamamannnnnn ininininin 
sysysympmpmpatatatathyhyhyhy wwwititithhhh InInInIndididianananans!s!s!!””
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OnOnOnOn NNNNovovoo ememeembebeberrr 282828, 181818646464, , a aaa cococococoluululuumnmnmmmn ooof ff trtrtrooooooo pspsps, cococoompmpmposososedededd 
ofof tthrhreeee bbatattatalilionons s ofof tthehe ““BlBlB oooodldldlesesss ThThhiriird”d ssupupppopopp rtrteded
bybyby aaa bbatattalion of thhe veev teraan 1ssst tt CooCololol rarradodo CCCavava alalallryryryryy,,,,
approa hch ded Fort Lyyon, , cooompmppmpleleletetetelyllyly sssuruururprprprisisisinnining gg g ththththeee gagagag rrrrrrrissisisonononon. . . 
ChChiviviningtgtonon aannnnouuncedd to MaM jor r AnAnthththt onony yy thhthhataat hhe e plpplanneeeeeddddd
to move at once against the Cheyenneneess anananana dd dd ArArrapapapahahahhhhoeoeoo sss
cac mpmpmpmpedededed at SaaS ndn CCCrerererr ekekee . WhWhW enenn ttheheee nnnnnnewewe s sppreeada aaamommomom ngngngngngg 
the jujujuninn ororrr ooofficfficfficfficererere s,s,s,, mmmmmananananyy y y yyy ofofofofoff ttttthehehhhehem mm wewewewerererere oooooututututu rarararaagegegegeg dd d d bybybybybyy tttthehehheheh  
ththououuughght.t. CCChihhivivivingngggtototoooton nn trtttttrtrieiieieieied dddddd totototo pppplalalalaalacacacacacateteteee ttthehehehhem mmmmm bybybybyby ssssayayayayaya ininininng g gg hthththatatatat 
ththee momoveve aagaini st SSannd d CrCrCreeeeeek kkk wowow ululululd d dd bebebebee tttthehehehe oooopepepepeninininingngngngg 
of a major campapaigign n agagaiaiinsn t ththheee vivvvivilllllllllagagagagageseseseses oooon n n n ththththheeeee SmSmSmSmSmSmmokokokokookokkyy y yyy HiHiHiHiHillllllllll 
RiR ver. Severerralalllal oooof ff thththe e e offioffiffiffifficeceerss rrememmininininindededededededd d ddd d hihihihihhih mmmmmm thththththatatatatat ttttthehehehhe 
peepepepep opopopopoppleeelele aat t ttt SaSandnd CCrereekek wwerere e ththhhererereerrere eee ununununununu deddedededdd r r r rr asasasasassusususurararar ncccncesesesess of f
prprpprprotototottotecececectititititionononn.. “D“D“D“Damamn n ananyyyy mamamaaan nnnn ininnnn ssymymymymy papapapapapathththththy y y y y wiwiwiwiththththtth IIIIIndnddn iaaaaansnsnsnsns!”!”!”!” 
ChChChChhChivivivivivinininni gtgtgtgtg onoon tthuhundnderereddd iiiinnn rerererer plplplply.yy.y.yy
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Inndian campsp ite on Sand Creek
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Nevertheless, when the troops moved out that evening on a 
forced night march toward Sand Creek, a battalion from Fort 
Lyon rode with the expedition. As the soldiers approached, the 
chiefs camped at Sand Creek responded by raising an American 
flag and a white flag, hoping that these were troops from Fort Lyon 
with news regarding peace. By then, the first units had been 
deployed to cut off the horse herds north and south of the village. 
Then, the main force attacked. Only the veteran units of the First 
maintained good order; the ill-trained Third, in the words of 
one ofo  them, “burst on the camp like so many wild fellows.”
WhWhWW itite e trtradaderers inn tthee ccampp tried to wave off the attack until they 
weweweewewew rerererrer ffffforororcececeed dd tot  takakke e cocovever r frommm iincncomominingg firfire.e.e

PvPvPvPvt.t.t. J JJJososososepepepephhhh AlAlAlAldrdrdrdricicicichhhh wawawawassss ononononeeee fofofofof 
1010 solololldidididierererers ss s totooo ddddieieieie aaat t t t SaSaSaSandndndnd CCCCrererereeekekek,
prprprprobobaba lyll bbbby “friendldldldlyyyy firfirfifi e.e ””””

CCoCCoCCoCoCCoCooCoCoCoCoool.l.lll.l.l.l.l. GGGGGGGGGGGeoeoeooeoeoeoeorrrgrge ee LL. SSSSSShhohohohoh upupup,
ReReReReReeReRReRRRegiggigiggg memem ntal CComo manddddddererre , , ,
ThThThThThThhThTThThTTTTTTTT iririririii d ddd ReR gigigigimememementntntnt 
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Two officers of the battalion from Fort Lyon, Capt. Silas S. Soule 
and Lt. Joseph A. Cramer, refused to order their companies to
fire, and most of their men did not participate in the bloodbath. 
The Cheyennes and Arapahoes had little chance. White Antelope
was killed in the creek bed. Chief Black Kettle, realizing the 
futility of the situation, joined the flight from the village. Left 
Hand, the Arapaho chief, was seriously wounded and later 
died of his wounds. Their people fled up the creek bed with the 
troops in pursuit. One party of Cheyennes under Big Head 
attempted to make a stand; it was the nearest thing to a real fight 
all day. The fleeing Indians scattered. Most dug into the creek 
bed in a futile attempt to protect themselves. Men, women, and 
chchilildrdrenen wwerere e slslauaughghtet red dd inndidd sccs ririmimminann tetelyly. Had the troops been 
bebebbebettttttttttttttttereeereee ooooorgrgrgrggganaanaaa iziizedeed thehehe ccccarararnanaagegegeg mmmmmigigigigghthththt hhhhavavavve ee e bebebebeenenenen wwwworororsesesee. .



WWhW ite Antelope 
NATIONAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL 
ARCHIVES, SMITHSONIAN 
INSTITUTION.           

On his way to Sand Creek, Chivington stopped 
at William Bent’s home. Bent had built a trading 
establishment on the Arkansas River years earlier and
had married a Cheyenne, Owl Woman, with whom 
he had four children. Chivington placed
Bent under house arrest so he couldn’t warn the 
Cheyenne of his coming. Then he forced Bent’s 
son Robert to guide him and his soldiers to Sand 
Creek. Bent’s other three children were with the 
Cheyennes at Sand Creek. One son, George Bent,
described the massacre: 

“All was confusion and noise,” he said. “Men, women, 
and children [were] rushing out of the lodges partly 
dressed; women and children screaming at the sight 
of the troops; men running back into the lodges for
their arms. . . . Black Kettle had a large American flag 
tied to the end of a long lodgepole and . . . kept calling 
out not to be frightened; that the camp was under
protection and there was no danger. . . .  White 
Antelope, who had visited Washington, DC a year
earlier, made up his mind not to live any longer. . . .
He stood in front of his lodge with his arms folded across 
his breast, singing the death-song: ‘Nothing 
lilives longg,’ he sangg, ‘only the earth and the mountains.’”

CoCoCoCoCoCoConfnfnfnfnnfususususededed aaandnnd terrified, the 
pepepepeppp opoplele, momomostly women and 
chchchhchcchililildrrdd enne ,, rrran in every 
didididdd rereeectc ioion n trying to escape the 

riririir flfleees aanddd howitzers. They
wweweeree sshhoh t down, and the 

soolddiieiers shot them over
anddd over as they lay 
dededeada  or dying. Some 
weew re able to reach 
thhhe e banks of 
SaaSandn  Creek and 

When a soldier 
broke into her tent at 
Sand Creek, shot her 
mother, and then 
attacked her, a young 
Cheyenne woman 
named Mochi 
grabbed her father’s 
rifle and shot the 
soldier. After the 
vicious attack on her
village and people,
Mochi became a 
fierce warrior herself, 
accompanying the 
men into many 
battles.
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

The Massacre 
through Indian Eyes  

Mochi: 
Warrior 
Woman 
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George Bent’s mother 
was Cheyenne and his 
father was William 
Bent, a prominent 
white trader. George 
went to school in 
St. Louis and fought 
for the Confederacy. 
After being captured 
in battle and later
released, he returned 
to Colorado and 
rejoined his mother’s 
people. He was in the 
village when 
Chivington’s forces 
attacked. George Bent 
fought the Union as 
both a Confef dederaratete 
soldieer r anand an Indian 
wawarrior. He is 
pictured here wiwithth 
his wife,, MaMagpie.
DENDENDENVVER PER PUBLILILIC LC LIC LIBRARY, Y, 
WESWESTERN N HISHISHISTORY RY 
COLLECECTECTION                

InIndidianan llededgegerr arartt dedepipictctss ththee 
massacre at Sand Creek.
ALLEN MEMORIAL ART MUSEUM, OBERLIN COLLEGE, OHIO. 
GIFT OF MRS. JACOB D. COX.

dug out shallow pits with their hands, desperately 
trying to hide themselves.

Black Kettle finally recognized that Chivington 
and his men did mean to harm him and his 
people. He and his wife, Medicine Woman Later, 
joined the escaping people running for the pits. 
The soldiers shot Medicine Woman Later nine 
times. After dark, Black Kettle crept back down 
the creek to find his wife’s body. Amazingly, 
though filled with bullets, she was still alive. Heee  
put her on his back and carried her to the saffetetyyyyyy
of the pits. The survivors, many desperatelyyy 
wounded, stayed hidden until long past darrk.k.  
Those who survived—many severely 
injured—dragged themselves away from 
Sand Creek, across 50 miles of frozen 
prairie toward the Smoky Hill River wheree
their relatives were camped. Once there, 
some of the injured, including Medicine 
Woman Later and George Bent, recoverededdddd
from their wounds. Having fled their
lodges without time to dress properly, 
they were half naked, bleeding, and 
freezing. And they were the lucky ones. 
At least 150 others were dead, two-thirds
of them women and children.  

Fighting the 
Union under 

g gg

Two Flags

–from Indian survior accounts
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AfAfteterr ththee figfighthtiningg ststopoppepedd, tthehe ssololdidiererss awandnderereded 
ovoverer tthehe fifieleld,d ttakakining g scscalalpsps aandnd bbodody y papartrtss asas 
trtropophihieses,, kikilllliningg ththee wowounundededd, mmututililatatiningg ththee bobodidieses,, 
and shooting babies and small children. Few
prisoners were taken, and some soldiers were told 
to kill the ones theyy had seized. The son of trader 
JoJohnhn SSmimithth wwasas mmururdedereredd byby ssololdidierers.s. WWhehenn ththe e 
trtroooopsps fifinanalllly y momoveved d ououtt onon DDececemembeber r 1,1 tthehe IIndndiaian n
wiwivevess ofof aa ffewew wwhihitete ttraradedersrs aandnd ssevevereralal cchihildldrerenn 
acaccocompmpananieiedd ththemem. OtOtheherr InIndidianan ppririsosonenersrs wwereree 
shot by y the rear gguard.

ThThenen, ininststeaeadd ofof hheaeadidingng nnororththeaeastst ttowowarardd ththee SmSmokokyy
iHillll vililllages hwhere great nu bmbers fof CChheyennes 

and Arapahoes were camped as the officers expected,
Chivington’s soldiers now moved south toward the 
Arkansas River, to pursue Little Raven’s Arapaho 
band. The troops moved down the Arkansas River forr 
aaaa fefefefewwww dadadadaysysysys, bubububutttt onononon DDDDececececemememembebebeberrrr 7777, 1111868686864444, tttthehehehe ccccamamamampapapapaigigigignnnn
endeded.d. CChihivivinggtoton leleftft tthehe cololumn and d huhurrieiedd babackck 
to Denver by stagecoach. The officers of the battalion 
from Fort Lyon were furious. It now seemed 
obvious to them that he had never intended an 
extended campaign, choosing to focus instead on the 
massacre at Sand Creek. They felt used and betrayed.

On December 22, 1864, Chivington’s troops reached 
Denver to a hero’s welcome. They marched through 
the streets with their saddles festooned with 
gruesome trophies of the attack. At a Denver theater, 
more than 100 scalps were strung across the stage, 
and three young children, two girls and a boy, were 
exhibited as trophies. The Rocky Mountain News
gloated that the Sand Creek attack was “the most 
effective expedition against the Indians ever 
planned and carried out.” Colonel Chivington 
was hailed as a hero.

Captpt. Silas s S. Sououle 
rerefufusesedd toto oordrderer hhisis 
soldiers of the First 
Regiment to take 
part in the attack.
He was furious 
about it and saw it 
as a betrayal of 
promises made to 
the Indians by 
Major Wynkoop. 

156

DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY, WESTERN
HISTORY COLLECTION, X-22202



GGGGGGGGrrrrrreeeeaaaaatttt  BBaaattttttlleee wwwwwiiiiitttttthhhhhh IIIIIInnnnnnnddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnsssssssssssssssss!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
TTTTTThhee SSaavvaaggeess DDDiiisssssppppppeeeeeerrrrrrssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddddddd!!!!!!!!!!!!
5555550000 IINNDDIIAANNNSSS KKKIIILLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEEEEEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
OuOuOuOuOuOur r LoLossss 99 KKKililleled,d, 338 8 8 WoWoWoWoWoWoununnunnndededededededededededed.dd.d.d.d.dd.d.ddd.ddd.

ChChChhivivivinininingtgtgtgg onononn aaaaandndndnd tttttthehehehehee 
ThThT iririri d d d ReReReR gigigiimemementntntn  
papararadeded d d ththhroror ugugh h h
DeDenvnverer aandnd ddisisplplayayyededede  
grgrueuesosomeme ttrorophphieies s ofof 
thhe atattatackck, , ininclclududining g 10100000
scalpsp , ini aa llococalal ttheheataterer.
Three captive Indianan 
children were also pututt 
on exhibit there.  
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The glory soon faded. Even before Chivington reached 
Denver, reports came that Sand Creek was a massacre 
and that the most revolting outrages had been 
committed against an encampment promised safety by 
the very man who commanded the expedition. Officers 
from the First Regiment, civilian officials, private citizens, 
anandd evevenen ssololdidiererss ofof tthehe TThihirdrd RRegegimimenentt wewerere ssenendidingng 
reports to government ffioffi ici lals iin WWashihington, DD C.C., a dnd 
to eastern newsppappers. In short order,, the Secretaryy of 
ththe IIntte irior, ththe SSecr tetary fof WWar, GGen. UUllysses SS. GGrantt, 
anandd hihighgh rranankikingng mmemembebersrs ooff CoCongngreressss wwereree ininfoformrmeded.
ThThe repo trts were dd tet iailledd andd cr dedibiblle.  

On January 9, 1865, the subject of Sand Creek was referred 
to the Senate Indian Affairs Committee. On January 10,
the House of Representatives ordered an investigation by 
ththee popowewerful Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War.
ThThThee SeSeSeSSS nnanatet  debated the subject for three days, and passed 

Sen. James R.
Doolittle, Chairman 
of the Joint Special 
Committee on the 
Condition of the 
Indian Tribes, took 
testimony about Sand 
Creek and visited the 
massacre site where 
he picked up the 
skskulullsls ooff ininfafantntss. HHisis 
committee’s repop rt 
helped to reshape 
Indian policy.
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a resolution withholding the pay of the Third Regiment 
until the facts could be verified. On February 1, a 
military commission was established to investigate. 
In March, the Committee on the Conduct of the War
bebebegagagannn itititsss inininvevevestststigigigatatatioioionn.n. WWWititithihihinnn dadadaysysys,, aaa SpSpSpecececiaiaialll JoJoJoinininttt
Committee on the Condition of the Indian Tribes was
created. In time, both committees would condemn 
Sand Creek as a massacre. Based on the two months of 
ththee teteststimimonony y bebefoforere tthehe mmililititarary y cocommmmisissisionons,s, tthehe 
JJuddge AdAdvocatte GGener lal conddemn ded tthhe ““cowa drdlly 
and coldblooded slaughter” and lamented the fact that 
ChChiviviningtgtonon ccououldldn’n’tt ststanand d foforr cocoururtt mamartrtiaial l prprococeeeedidingngss 
bebecacaususee hehe wwasas nnoo lolongngerer iinn seservrvicicee. NNoo ototheherr CiCivivill WaWarr
enengagagegememe tntnt wwasas iiinvnvesestititigagatteteddd asas ttthhohororougughlhlhlyy oror 
condemned so strongly. 

But that was not the end of it. John Evans was removvo edee  
as governor of Colorado.  Thhe e CoCommmmisissisiononerer of f InIndid anan 
AffAffaiairsrs wwasas rrepeplalacecedd. TThehe SSanandd CrCreeeekk affaffaiairr popoisisononeded 
popolilititicacall dedebabatete iinn CoCololoraradodo fforor aa ddececadadee anandd hehelplpeded ddelelayay 
ststatatttehehoooodd ununtitill 181876767 . MaManynyy CCololororadadananss dedefefendndndededed tttheheiririr 
teterrrrititorory y anand d ththe e hohononorr ofof ttheheh iriri ssololdidiierers,s, bbutut tthehe bbururdeded nnnn
ofo SSana d d Creee k k reremamaininede . BeB cause of tthe ppeculiaririttieses oof ff
the military code e ofo  justice, John Chivington was beyoyond 
thhee rer achh ofof tthehe lawaw ssinincecee hhe ee wawas s nono llonongeger r inin mmililititararyy
seseervrvrvicicice.ee. HHHisis aambmbititioionsns tthwhwwararteted d d d ananand d hihis ss s rererr pupuputaaaaatittitionoon rrruiuiuiuiuinnenenen d,dd, 
ChChChC ivivvinininngtgtgtononon’s’ss lllifififfee e spspsppiriralallededed fffrorom m ononone e coccontntntrororovevev rsrsyyy tototo aaanononoothththererere   
foforr neneararlyly ttwowo dddecececcadadadadesesesee bbbbbefefefe orororore eeee hehehehe rrrretetetete ururururneneneneed dddddd ttototoo CCCololollorororo adadadado o o
anandd fofoffofoununununnd d dd a a aa meememeasasasasurure e ofof ppeaeaceece. EvEvEEvvenenenenenen ttttttheheheheheeeh rererererererere, , , ,, ,, heheheheheeh rrrrrrrremememememmememaiaiaiaaaiaiainennnenenenen d dd d
cocontntnttrororooveveveversrsrssrsiaiaiiall.l.l. CCCCChihihihivivivivingngngngngtototototonnn n didididdiedededededd aaaaatt ttt agagagagagge eee ee 73737373737373, , ,, bebebebebebebeelililiilililieveveveveve inininininininingg g gggg thththhththththatatatattatttt 
heheehh wwwwasassasasas jjjusustititifiefiefied ddd dd d fofofofoor rrr hihihihihh s s s ss atatatatatttatatatataaaackckckckckckckk aaaaat t tt SaSaSandnddddd CCCCCrerererereeeekekekekekkkekekekee ......
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The most immediate effect of Sand Creek, however, fell on the settlers 
of Colorado, Nebraska, and Kansas. Most of the peace faction of the 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes was camped at Sand Creek. The massacre 
eliminated virtually every voice for peace among the leaders of the 
tribes. To make matters worse, between two-thirds and three-quarters 
of those killed at Sand Creek were women and children.

Immediately after the massacre, the survivors made their way north 
to the Smoky Hill camps where many of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes 
were still waiting to hear the outcome of what they believed was to 
have been a peace overture by the Indians at Sand Creek. The outraged 
tribes launched a winter war—something that white authorities were 
certain could not happen. Along the Platte River route, the warriors 
took their vengeance. The Indian War of 1865 was bloody payback. 
When the chiefs gathered in October  1865, to negotiate the Treaty of 
the Little Arkansas, the government did something it had never before 
done. It admitted its culpability for the Sand Creek Massacre and 
promised to pay indemnities, not to the tribes, but directly to the 
families of the victims at Sand Creek.

The Sand Creek Massacre had long-term results as well. It 
polarized the debate on American Indian affairs. Although it had 
been carried out by Civil War volunteers, the regular army’s efforts 
to deal with American Indian resistance in the decade that followed 
were always haunted by the specter of Sand Creek. Future military 
engagements were compared to it. Sand Creek became a cause celebre 
for the American Indian reform movement and helped to defeat 
efforts to transfer Indian affairs from civilian to military 
control. Neither Colorado nor the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
peoples have fully escaped its shadow to this day.
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In light of the nation’s turmoil in late 1864, the attention given to 
the Sand Creek Massacre was not only remarkable, it was also a 
reminder that conscience and a sense of justice had not yet been 
bled dry. The Civil War changed the West, too, and Sand Creek 
framed a moral imperative that acted like a bur under the saddle in 
the troubled years that followed as a reminder that might also 
demands right in the affairs of men.

After the Sand Creek 
Massacre, the US 
government did something 
it had never before done. 
It admitted its culpability 
and promised to pay 
indemnities to the 
families of the victims. 

“We pray for 
the spirits of 
our Cheyenne 
and Arapaho 
ancestors and 
the Colorado 
soldiers who 
died here.”
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With the withdrawal of US troops at the beginning of 
the Civil War, raids by and against the Navajo people
escalated. When Gen. James Carleton assumed command 
of the military forces in New Mexico in 1861, he formulated 
a policy to subdue the Navajos. Early in 1864, Carleton sent 
Kit Carson to attack the Navajos in their stronghold at 
Canyon de Chelly. With their resistance broken, the Navajo 
people—nearly 9,000 total—were sent on the “Long Walk” 
to Bosque Redondo near Fort Sumner, New Mexico 
Territory. Three years later, the Navajos were allowed to 
return to a portion of their former reservation in the Four
Corners area, where, as the Navajo Nation website states,
“they have since lived in peace and prosperity.”

The Navajos called the 1860s the Fearing Time. 
As the war between the United States and Mexico
concluded, the Americans began to push deeper into 
the Southwest. The Navajos had already demonstrated 
their willingness and their capacity to take particular
components of other economies or cultures and in time 
make them their own. The Diné (Navajo people refer to
themselves as Diné, which means “the people.”) realized 
the arrival of another people did not automatically mean 
disaster. In fact, it could signify opportunity. In the 
years after the Spanish came to the region, the Navajos
acquired livestock and learned to weave and work as
silversmiths. In addition, they became increasingly rooted 
in a particular place. As Navajo poet Luci Tapahonso has 
written, “These mountains and the land keep us strong. 
From them and because of them we prosper. This is
where our prayers begin.”  
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“These mountains and the land 
keep us strong.  From them and 
because of them we prosper. 
This is where our prayers begin.”   
Navajo poet Luci Tapahonso



By the 1840s the Navajos transformed themselves from a 
minor to a major player on the Southwestern stage. Through 
contact with others rather than in isolation from them, the 
Navajo people became a progressively more powerful 
presence in the region. That power came at a cost. 
Neighboring communities, both indigenous and Hispanic, 
sought to limit the Navajo place in the region. When the 
Americans arrived they soon discovered Mexicans, Utes, 
Comanches, and other Indian groups eager to limit where 
the Navajos could be and who they could become.
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Col. Kit Carson 
led his troops 
through Navajo 
land, killing 
Navajos and 
destroying crops, 
livestock, and 
dwellings.
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This animosity fueled the Fearing Time. The effort to 
impose American authority proved brief but lasting in its
consequences. In 1861 Brig. Gen. James H. Carleton,
commander of the Federal District of New Mexico, 
initiated a series of military actions against the Navajos.
Col. Christopher “Kit” Carson was ordered to conduct an 
expedition into Navajo land, demanding their surrender by
July 1863. Few Navajos complied, so Carson led his troops 
through Navajo land, killing Navajos and destroying 
crops, livestock, and dwellings. The Navajos told stories of 
this campaign that would be passed down in the years that 
followed. These narratives reveal the terror and trauma of 
this time. Carson’s men chopped down thousands of Navajo 
peach trees and poisoned countless wells. They threatened 
pregnant women and the elderly. Many Navajos 
surrendered because of the suffering caused by bad weather, 
the need to take care of children or other family members, 
or the desire to keep families together. Other Navajos,
including leaders such as Manuelito and Barboncito 
did not surrender until 1866.

Thousands of Navajos were forced to surrender and were 
marched to Fort Sumner in south central New Mexico,
hundreds of miles from their homeland. In English, this
journey became known as the Long Walk, a misleading 
name that masked brutality and suffering. The Long Walk 
constituted a forced march into unknown terrain.

Historians generally have underestimated the number of 
Navajos who did not go to Fort Sumner. Some were killed as 
they resisted the soldiers under Carson’s command. Others
fled to remote areas to the northwest, where in such places 
as Navajo Mountain or Black Mesa, they often avoided 
captivity. Their presence extended Navajo claimss to o nenenewww
terrain and accelerated the pace of rebuildid ngnggg oooncncncceeee thththosososose e e 
who had been imprisoned at Fort SuSuS mnmnmnmnerererer mmmmmadadadadde e e e ththththt eieieieieir rrr wawawawawayyyyyy
home. It’s impossible to estimmmmatattate ee exexexexe acacacacacacctltltltltlt yyyyyyyyy hohohohohohohow w w www mamamamamamam nynynynynynyny NNNNNNNavavavavavvavavajajajajajajjajososososososos 
were able to avoid captiviv tytyty,,, bubububuut tt t t seseseseseseeveveveveveveverarararrararaallllll thththththththht ououououououousasasasasasasaaaaandndndndndndndnn rrrrrrrreseseseseseseeesee isiiisisisiisisi teteteteteteted d ddd ddddd
capture and remainedd iiin n n thththhe e ee NaNaNaNaNNN vavavavajojojojojojooj hhhhhhomomomomomomomomeleleleleleleleee ananananananannaa d.d.d.dd.dd.
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Thousands of 
Navajos were 
forced to surrender
and march to Fort 
Sumner in south 
central New Mexico,
hundreds of miles 
from their 
homeland, where 
they would live 
imprisoned on the 
Bosque Redondo 
reservation.
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The Long Walk should not be consideredd one 
solitary event that began in 1864 and kept the NNNavavajajoosososs 
at Hweeldi until 1868. Hweeldi, “the placee of suuuffffefferiingngnggnng,”” 
was the name the Navajos gave to Fort Suumnerrr... InInsstttteaeadd d d
the “Long Walk” must be understood as ono e fooorcrcrceeddd  
march after another into exile. There werer  mororre e thhanananna  
50 of these marches from the Navajo homem landndd ttoo
Fort Sumner between August 1863 and 18666 . Thhhee timmemmeeme 
of the year, the inclinations of the army peersonnnnnneel ininnnn 
charge, and the general well-being of thosse maakkkiinngg 
this journey inevitably affected the experiience.
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KKit Carson oversees the 
NNaN vajo “Long Walk” 

The Navajos who survived the Long 
Walk did not know how long they 
would remain imprisoned. Hweeldi 
(Fort Sumner) surpassed their fears. 
No mountains graced their immediate 
horizon. The people ate rancid bacon 
and drank the miserable alkaline water 
of the Pecos River. Like all prisoners, 
they vowed if they ever escaped or were 
somehow liberated, they would never 
take for granted the land and the sky 
of their home country. They would 
celebrate each day of freedom.

Thhe e NaNaavaajojo callled ddddd
Boosqsque Reddonondod ,
“HHwew elldii,”,” ttheh  plaacecee 
ofof ssuffuffere inining.g
COURCOURCOUROURCOURCOURCOURRRTESYTESYTESYTESYTESTESY PALPALPALPALPALPAALACEACEACEACEEACEAA OF TOF TOF TOF THE HE HEHEHE
GOVEGOVEGOVEGOVEOVGOVERNORRNORRNORRNORRNORNO S PHS PHS PHPHP OTOOTOOTOOTOTOOTT ARCHARCHARCHRCHARCHCRCHIVESIVESVESVESIVES 
(NMH(NM(NMH(NMH(NMH(NMHH( M/DCMM/DCM/DCM/DCM/DCM/DCCCCCCCCA) 0A) 0A) 0A) 0A) 0AA) 018101810181018177777                                                              

WWWWILLWILLILLLLIAMIAMIAMA AHREAHRA NDT                          

CCOUCCOUCOUCOURCOUROURCOUROURROURCOUURRURCOURRC TESYTESYTESYTESYTESYSYTESYYTESYT SSYYT SYY PALPALPALPALPALPAPAPAPALPALLPALLLPALLLA ACEACEACEACEACEACEACEACECEACEACEACECACEACEAACA OF TOF TOF TOF TOF TOF TOF TOF OFOFOFOF TOF TOFOOF THEHEHEHE HE HE HE HEHHEHE 
GOVGOGOVEGOVGOVEOVEOVEVEVEGOVEGGGGO EVEG RNORRNORRNORNORRNORRNORRNORRNORRRNORRNRNORS PHS PHS PHS PHPS PPHPHS PHS PHPHSS PHPHHOTO OTO OOTOTO OTOTOOTO OTOOOTOOTO OOTO OOTOO O ARCHARCHARCHARCHARCHARCHARARCHRCHRCHARCHCHRARRCHARCHHR IVESIIVESIVESIVESIVESEESESIVESIVESVESIVESSIVESIV   
(NMH(NMH(NMH(N(NMNM(NMHMHNMH(NNMNMHMMHH((N M/DCM/DCM/DCM/DCM/DCM/DCM/M/DCDCM/DDCM/DCM/M/M/D A) 0A) 0A) 0A) A))A) 0A) 000A) 0) 0A) 0A) 0003813819381381938193819381381938193819938193888 2222 22 2 22 222



That fateful time came sooner than most Navajos anticipated. 
General Carleton had been the driving force behind the 
construction of Fort Sumner, named after his former
commanding officer. Carleton believed that the Navavajos could 
be transformed, arguing that this prprocess wooululd ded mand time 
and patience, two elements iin shorrt t suuppplyly iinn ththe SSouthwest. 
Although he acknowleledgdgedd hhee hahadd lilittttlle hope older Navajos 
could be changedd, he ssawaw rreseseervations as environments in which 
the young cooululd d bebe ddirireected toward a brighghteteerr r fufufuututututurerrere. CCCCararllelettotonn 
believed thehe bbesestt hohope for these cchihihihildldldldrerererennn cccould bebe ffouou dnd iin 
remomovivingng tthhem from whahaaatt t t hehehehe tttermemedd ththe haunts, the hills and the 
hihididingng places of NNNNavavavavajajajajo cocoununtry. Contact wwitithh otothehersrs wwhoho ““wewerere 
kikindd to themememm aaaandndnd ttaaught themem tthehe ttruruthths of Christianity,” would 
encooururururagaagagee ththem to o bebecocomem  “a happy y annd cocontenenteted d pepeopple.” 
    
OfOf couursrsee tthe e Navajojoss inincacarcrcereratatededed aaatttt FoFoFoFo trtrtrt SSSSumumumnenenerr fffofof unundddd ititititit 
didifficfficulu t to findnd aaanynny redddeeeeeemimimimingngg qqquauaualililitititieeses iiin ththisis environmementnt. .
ThTheyy fououndnd ccororrururuuptptptpttioioon n n cococombmbinineded with h ini efficiencyy and
innsesennsn iti ivititityyy y oonn aaa dddaiailyly bbasisi aat t HwwHwweeeeldldii.  WeWesttern medidical l cacarere 
prrprovovvidididd ddededd lllititittltltle e sosolacece oor r asassisiststance. The hardships were nearly
ununununbbebeeearararabable. To ssururvivive, soomem  Navajajoo wowomemen n n prprprososostitititutututetetedd d 
thththt ememselvl esees ttoo ththe whw ite sooldldieiersrss;;; mmamanyny ccontracted syphilis and 
pap ssseded iiit t to NNavajajo o memeen.n.n. TTThhihis s and other diseases like smallpox
swsweppt thhroougugghh thththe enencampment. The number of Navajo 
healerers s (h(h(hatatat tathlh i) steadily dwindled. The e hahatataththlili wwhoho rrememaiainened d
hehelplplpededed many to realize a kindd ofof hhara moonyy and balance throughgh 
cceceremonies and to bebelilieve e e beb ttt er days might still lie aheaad.d. 
   
The Naavavajojo capacity to employ new elements forr ttheeeheheeiriririririr ooooownwnwnwnwnwnwnwn 
puurprpososese  in some instances helped them move frromomommomom ooooooneneneneenene dddddddddddddayayayayayayayayyyayy 
toto theh  next. For example, the Diné begeggan ttoo apapprprecececcciaiaiaiaiatetetetete ttttttttheheheheheheheheeeeeeeehehe 
posssibilities of flour. Todayay “frfrfryyy brbbread”d” is apapprprececiaiaiaaateteteteteteedddddddd asasasasasasasaaaassa aaaaaaaaaaaaa 
traditional item in ththt e e NaNNavvajo diet, bbuut its aapppppeaeaeaeaeararrarararaaancncncncncncncncce e e e e eeee ononoonononononnnnnnnn   
the Navajo meneenuu u may be traced tototo FFort SuSumnnnerererereeree ..... ThThThThThThThhhhhheeeeeeeeee
blouses anananddd hthe dresseeesss wowowornrn bbbyyy nnonon-n Naavavaajojoooo 
womeemenn were borororrororoweweweddd and d incorpporatatededd iiiiintntnntntntntntntnnnnn oooooooooooo
“tttraraditionnnalalal””” NaNaNavvajo women’s atttirire. TTheheeheey y yyyyyy yyyy
adornenenedd d thththese blouses with squassh h blblosossssosoosososooooosoooosooom mm mm m m m mmmmmmmmmm
neckckcklalalacces, a design that cccananan bbbe ee trtrracaa eded ttttto o oooo ooo
IIIslaaammmic Spain. WWWeeaving was haararrddldly neneeneeew w w w w www wwww tototototototooototoottoooto tttttttthehehhehhehehehhehheheheheeeehhee 
NNNavajos, butt bbbbyy y the end of theee 111868 0s0ssss tttttttthehehehehehehehehehhehhheeeyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
had becocoommemm  acquainted with tthehheh yyyarararararararnsnsnnsnsnsnsnsnsnssssssnn oooooooooofff f f fff fffffffff
Germmmmaantown, Pennsylvania. 
GeGeGermantown rugs, as they begggganannnna tttto oo o oo 
be called, transformed the art aaaannnndndddd 
tht e economy of Navajo weavinng..
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ThThe e hahardrdships 
att Boso quq e 
Redondo
were nearly 
unbearable, 
including the 
enslavement 
ofof NNavavajjo
wowomem n anandd 
childrenn bby y 
local settlers.
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General Carleton 
believed that in the 
long run, the Navajos 
could be transformed 
into “a happy and 
contented people.”

ThT e NaaNaNavav jo uutitilized 
neneewww w eleemene tss f for 
thththt eirr own ppuurprposes.
ByB  thehe late e e 18181860s, they 
did scovovererereeed the colorrful 
yayayy rnns s of Germantowo n, 
PePPePPP nnnsys lvania, whhicch h
trttrttt annsfsformed the art t 
anaand ththee e eceececonomy ofofof 
NNaNNNN vavajojoo wweaeaving.
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In Washington, D.C., 
Manuelito pronounced 
that any new treaty which 
did not allow the Navajo 
to return to their 
homeland would result 
in a full-scale revolt.

Navajo leader, Manuelito
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The NaN vav joss alalalso understood that the Americans, the Hispanics, 
and tht ee membmbbers of neighboring American Indian communities 
werer nnot gooio nngn  to disappear. One of the great concerns of this era 
invov lvlved thehehe ongoing practice of enslavement of Navajo women 
annd childrrd eeen by Hispanics, a practice that began during the 
SpSpana ish cocoolonial period. If the Navajos were to heed the 
AmmA ericananan call for peace, this ongoing scourge would have to be 
erradicatateede . If the Navajos were to survive as a nation, its people 
wow uldd hahhave to acknowledge that changing times demanded new 
leaderrshshship and new approaches. 
     
Navavav jjjo stories from the time commemorate the courage and 
detetterrrmination of the elders. These accounts attest to the power 
offf NNNavajo memory. That memory encouraged the creation of 
trradaddition, the significance of place, the richness of language, and 
thththeee use of imagination. The stories said that the Navajo 
hohoomeland is where we began and where we were meant to be. 
TTThis is where we fought and struggled to remain. 

Whether or not the US government recognized the
importance of Navajo elders, it did understand that Manuelito
ananandd d BaBaB rbrbononnciccitotoo wwwereereee NaNaNavavavajojojo llleaeaeadeddersrrs... SoSSo,, , inin tthehe ssprprp ining g g ofof 11868868,8,8, 
thththeyey aandnd oothththerer NNNav jajjo lleldded rsrs tttraravevelelled dd ttoto WWWasashihihinggtotoon,n, DDD.C.CC.. 
This journey achchieievevedd dd whwhat the fededere al governmnmenentt hohopepeddd ititit 
wowoululd:d: aa NNavavajajo realizattion ofoff ttheheh ssizi e and the popower of the 
UnU itede SStates. BBututu ,, MaMManununuelelelelititititooo o mamamadeddede aaa ffforororcececefufuful ll pipipip tctctch hh ofofof hhhisisis ooownwnwn,,, 
thththththatatattt iiiiffff ananananyy y y neneneneww ww trtrtrtreaeaeaeatytytytyty ddddddidididididdd nnnnnototototo iiiincnncnclululuudededed aaaaa ppppprororororooviviiviviv isiisisiononnno fforor ttheheheh  
NaNaNaNavavavavajoojojojojj sss totototoo rrrreteteeturururnn n tototo ttheheiririr hhhomomellananandd,d,d, ttthehheh fffededereralal ggggovovvverererernmnmnnnn ennt 
wowow ululddd hahhhavevee aaa ffffulululu ll-l-scscalale e rerevovoltlt oonn itits s hahandndndn ss.
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AAmeericicana policcyy towarrdrdrd Ameericacann Indian 
nanaaatit oonns s bebegan toto changngngnge e after thhe e Civil War. 
CCCoongnngrresssionaal l lleaderrrrsss conclul deded d that the 
UnUnititededd SStatess nno lonnnnggegeger neede eded to enter into 
nen gogotiiiaationss wwith Innnndididian nnatioons as separate, 

sosoovevereeign popowew rs. TTThThey anticipipated the end of 
ttthht eee bbaatttles wiwitht  theee AAApap chese  andnd the Lakotas and 

oootottoootoo hehehehersrsrsr  who hhada  ressisisstteteed d the e intrtrusu ion of outsiders 
iiininnininiinninininnini tototototo their tererritoryry.. GGeGeGeronimoo, CrC azy Horse, and 

ototottotto heheheher warrrioior/r leadererererssss surely ddidid not agree, but 
mmomomoomossts  Ameeriricans at  leleleleast wantteded to believe that the 

“I“I“IIndndn ian WaWarsr ” wouluu dd sosoon cononclclude.
   

YeYet if tthehe Navvajjoos wwwereree gog ininnnnng g tootoo cccontitinunue e toto eexixistst aas s
a pepeooplelle,, ththeyeye rrrreeaeealilizeeeddd d ththeyeyeyey wwwouldd hhave to find a way to
gogogog bbbbacackk toto ttheheheiririr hhomo e cocoununtrrryyy. GGivi en the social, cultural, 
anand d ece onnomomici  importaancncee ofofof tttheheheh iririri land,d  they knk ew theh y 
would hahaveve to find a way y y toto hhhhhavave tat llea tst a portition off thth tat 
terrriti orory y includudeded in anny y yy trttrtreaeatttytytyt tthehey y sisigngneded. ThThheyey kknenewww
thhthisis iiiinncncnclulusionon wwouould not bbee auautotomamatiticacallllyy enendodorsrseded bbyy 
gogog vvevernment negotiatorsrs, soo NNavavajajo o leleadaderers cocondnducuctetedd 
special ceremonies they hoped would help bring aboout 
aa fafavov raablble e ooutcomome.e  
     
AcAccordrdining g to one Navajjo oral leggend,, the ppeoplp e 
susuuurrounddedd a coyyotote and Barboncitot  didid ““whhw at iiis caaallllll deded 
ththee ‘M‘Ma’a’iiii BBizizzeeee’n’nasast’t’aaaan’n’ (puput bebeadad iin n cocoyoyotete’s’s mmmouououuthh) ) 
ceerer mom nyny.” TThe storyy ssayys ththat thee coyoyoto e e facecedd eaeae st and 
BaBaaaaaarbrbononcicitoto “cacaugughtht tthehe anin mam l and pup t a pip ecece e e ofof wwhihite 
shshhhelelele l,l,l, ttapappapererrrededede aatt bobob thth eendndds,s,s wwwititth hh a hooholel iinnn ththt e e cececec ntntnntererrr  
inininnnintotoototoot iiiitstststtss mmmmmmououououuouthththhhththth.... AsAsAsAAssAAs hhhhhhheeeeeee lelelelelelelet t ttttt ththththththe eeee e cococococoyoyoyoyoyoyyyyyyy teteteee ggggoo frfrff eeeeeeeeeeee ,,, shshshshsheeeee tutututuuturnrnrnrnrnnnedededededd 
clclclclclclclc ococococococoockwkwkwkwkwkwisisisisisise e e eee e ananananannannd d d dddd wawawawawawwawww lklklklklklkkkedededededededed oooooooff ff ffff ff ffffff tititititiimimimimimimiidldldlddldldld y,y,y,y,y,y,y wwwwwwwwitititititititth hhh hhh heheheheheheheheerr rrrrrr tatatatatatataatatatat ilililililililill bbbbbbbbetetetetteteetete weweweweweweeweenenenenennenennenen  
heheheheheheherrr rr r rr leleleleelelellegsgsgsgsgsgsgsg —t—t—t—t—t—t—tt—t— owowowowowowowowowwararararararrardddddddd thththththththheeeeeeee WeWeWeWeWeWWeeeW ststststststststst.”.”””.”.””. AAAAAAAAAAtt tt t tt tttt BaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaBaaarbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrrbbr onononononononononnonnoo ciciciciciciciciicicciitototototototototoototototoo’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’s’sss’ssssss cccccccccccccomomomomomomomomoommmommooo mamamamamamamamamaammmmaandndndndndndndndddndddddddd,,,,,,,,,,,,
thththththththhththhtthhhee e e e eeeeee pepepepepepepepepepeeeppp opopopopopopopopopopoppplelelelelelelelelelele oooooooooooopepepepepepepeepeppepenenenenenenenenenenennened dd dd d dddddd upupupupupupupupupupupup tttttttttheheheheheheheheheheh iriririririririririrriii ccccccccccciriririririririririrrclclclclclcllclclclclle e ee e e ee e ee anananananananananananaaana d d d d d d d dddd dddd leleleleleleeleleelelet t t t t tttt tt tttt thththththththththththththhhtthththheeeeeeeeeeeeee cococcococcococococoococc yoyoyoyoyoyoyoyoyooyoyoyoyyoyoyoyooyoyyy teteteteteteteteteetetetetetttee ggggggggggggggggggoo o o o o ooooo ooooooooooo frfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrfrrfrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. .. .....
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Though skilled 
at agriculture,
the Navajo found 
farming difficult at 
Bosqs ue Redondo.
BaB rboncito noted,
“W“We e knknowow tthihis s lalandn  
dodoeses nnotot llikikee usus.”.”
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Barboncito then concluded, “There it is; we’ll be set free.” 
Four days later the Navajos learned they would be ablee to
return to a portion of Diné Bikeyah (homeland).

Both Barboncito and Manuelito signedd thehe ttreaty in 186868, 
but Barboncito served as the primam ryy nneegotiator r for the 
Navajos. Barboncito is less weell-kknnown than n Manuelito todadaday y
because he does not fit the ususuaal mold ofof an 1800s Ammerericicannn 
Indian leader or warrior. BaBarboncitoo was a membeeeerrrr ofoofof ssseveveveral 
clans, including thee CCoyoy tote PPass clan, a grooorouupupup oooofff f pep ople 
from the Jemez PPueueblb o who had fleed thththheieieieirr hhoh me couuntryryry 
after the SpSpananisishh retut rnedd to NeNew ww MeMeM xixico in thhheee wwawaakekekeke oof ff ththee 
PuPueblo RRevvollt t off 16868680. BBarboboonccititoo waass bobornrnrnn nnneaear r thhe e momoutuuthh
ofofof CCCananananyoyoyoonn n dededede CCChhehelllly,y,yy, aaaaannnn araraarareeaea tthahah t t hahad  bebebecocome incnccrereeasasasinininglglglyyy
immmpopopoporttrtrtr anantt tto thehe NNavajajjajo o o pep opoplele ddurururiining g thhee firfirfirfi sststst hhalalff ofof tthhe 
181800s. HHe had witnnesessed firrstthhahandndndn tthehe ssenenseeleless ddeesstrtrucucc ititiionononon 
Carson’s menen hhad wreakakakededededde uupoponn NaNaN vvavajojo ffffaraararmsms. BaBaarbrbrbboonono ciitoto 
hah d sharedd MMana uelitoootot ’s’’s’s’ss reluctatancncnce e ttoo sssuurrer ndnddererere . . HHeHe hheld dd ououououttt t
ass llonnngg asasasas MMManana ueueelililiil toto, but inni ttttthehhehehe endnd hhhe, tttoooooo, , bebebbbb lievveddedd tttthahhahatt ththe 
NaNavavajoos haadd nonoo chhoice bububuububut t tto ssururreeeendndndndeeererer, given ththhhhheeee ee nnature oooooofffff f
thththee AmAmereriicanannss s anaandd thththhheeee fifiefi rccee opopopopoppppopoosisititioonn tttooooo thththththhee Navajojoojoojos’s’s’s’’ss  
prprp esesencec bbbby y y otothehherrr InInInddianans,s,s,s,s, eespspecciaiaiallllly y y thththe UtUUtes.  

Barbrboonciitoto hhhhhhaadd spoookekekek nn onnnn mmmanany ococcacasisiiononnss aabbououuutt t tththhee e 
NaNavaajojojojos’s aaabbbiilil ty aas s s ffffafarmrmeerers.s. YYett HHHHweelelddi hhhhaad nnoootot aaalllllowowedededededed 
hihihhiss s peeopooplele to o dededemomonsstrtratate e ththeieieir prproowwesesess inn gggrorowwiwinng 
cccornrn, raraisinnnngg g g gg gg ppepepp acheess, aaannd pprroduduucicinngngng othhththeeerr ccroroopsps.
As ttalalksks bbbeeegegeggaan witthh h thththee fefedderarall neneeggotiiaatatatorors,s, 
Baarbrbononnciccicitototott  declaaarrerereedd,dd ““WWee kkknonoww thissisis lananndd d ddooees nnnnnnnnott 
liliikek uus—s—s——nnneitheer r dodododd es ttheh wwataterer. Thhhhisi ggrorouunndd wwwawas
nononononnnnn t ttt inintetteeeteeeennndnndnn ed fforor uuuss ..... whwhataatevevvveer wwwe ddoo hherere cacaacacacauseess 
dedededededdeeatatataaataaa h.h.h.””” TThThTTT ee NaNaN vavaaajojos s hhaad d ononnncececec bbeeeeeeeen n pprroosspeeerrrororrr usus,
hehehehehehehehehehhehhe sssssssssaiaiaaiaiiaaiid;;dd;;d;d;d;ddd iiiiiiinnnnnnnn adada didididititiititt ononn tttoooo ththeieie r rr fafaarrmrms ss ththththtthheyeyye hhaadadd 
bebebebebebebebebebebeebebebebeeebbbeeeeneneneneneneneneneneeeennnnn vvvvvvvvvvvererererererererrerry y y y y y yy yy yyy sususssssusss cccccccesesesesessfsfsffuluuu iiinn n raraisisssisssssinininiiing gg liliiiveveveeevevestststts oocckk.    
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served as the 
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insights gained 
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dedeettetermrminine e
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Barboncito added that now “all nations around here 
are against us.” Mexicans and members of other Indian 
nations were determined to drive the Navajos out of their
own country, yet the key to their future clearly could be 
found in that return. “I hope you will not ask me to go to 
any other country than my own,” Barboncito concluded.
“It might turn out to be another Bosque Redondo. They 
told us this was a good place when we came, but it is not.”

Although Manuelito is well-known because of his role as 
a resistance leader, his importance in the workings of 
Navajo history is more multifaceted. His efforts to fight 
the Americans and his desire to avoid imprisonment at 
Hweeldi are easily understood. But Manuelito’s subsequent 
support for the education of Navajo children is often 
ignored or deemphasized. Manuelito earned high praise 
from Peterson Zah, former President of the Navajo
Nation (1991-1995), for his appreciation of the importance 
of schooling for the Navajo future. Zah noted that 
Manuelito supported formal education during an era in 
which such support among the Navajos was rare. Zah 
concluded, “He said we had to learn to speak English.
We have to learn the white man’s ways.” Then, Zah 
emphasized, “we can use the education to fight them in 
their own way.” If the Navajos were to add to their land 
base, they needed education if they were going to fight 
and win “their own battles.”       
   
Barboncito and his compatriots had little reason to be 
optimistic about forthcoming negotiations. Gen. William
Tecumseh Sherman and Samuel Tappan came to New 
Mexico with this priority: to expedite American industrial 
expansion through the confinement of the Navajos 
and other Indian nations. They knew little about the 
Navajo people.
   
When Sherman proposed initially that the Navajos move 
to Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma) to join other 
Indian nations assembled there, Barboncito realized that he 
must not only resist that alternative but explain to the 
commissioners why his people must be permitted to return 
home. And if they were permitted to return home, then the 
government must do its part to end the capture and 
enslavement of Navajo women and children. Sherman 
acknowledged he knew little about this subject, but 
reminded the Navajos, in turn, that the end of slavery had 
been at the heart of the Civil War and that the federal 
government would not allow it to continue in the Southwest.
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General 
Sherman found 
Barboncito to be 
a tough and 
persuasive 
negotiator. He 
agreed that the 
enslavement of 
Navajo women 
and children 
must end, noting 
that the nation 
had just fought 
a war to end 
slavery.
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When it became clear on the following day that Sherman 
and Tappan would permit the Navajos to return to a portion 
of their homeland, Barboncito almost could not believe it. 
In his memoirs, Sherman acknowledged that the Navajos 
were tough and persuasive negotiators. He wrote: 
“Mr. Tappan and I found it impossible to prevail on the 
Navajos to remove to the Indian Territory, and had to 
consent to their return to their former home.” Sherman 
also appeared to be pleased with his decision, noting that 
the Navajos “have remained at peace ever since.” The 
Navajo future had been transformed. “After we get back 
to our country,” Barboncito declared, “it will brighten 
up again and the Navajos will be as happy as the 
land. Black clouds will rise and there will be 
plenty of rain. Corn will grow in abundance.”
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The Long Walk had taken place over several years; the 
return home would happen all at once. Less than three 
weeks after the treaty had been signed, the more than 7,000
Navajos remaining at Fort Sumner began their journey 
home. Their population had declined by 2,000 from when 
they arrived there three years before. They formed a line 
a full ten miles long. On the return journey, the elderly
and ill traveled in army wagons. Navajo stories say that 
when the old people first saw one of the Navajos’ sacred 
mountains, Mount Taylor, they began to weep for joy. 
They knew the Fearing Time had at last come to an end.

In time, the date on which the Navajos signed the treaty 
in 1868 became a Navajo national holiday. The treaty 
included generic language about education and other 
matters. But its importance would primarily lie not so 
much in its specific language as in its symbolic power. 
The treaty attested to the people’s commitment never 
again to be separated from their land. The Navajos who 
avoided cac ptp ure duuringng Kiti  Carson’s sweeps through 
NaNavavajojo llana d,, sololididififieded cclalaimimss tot  thehe areas wheree tthehey y
reremamainineded, , , susuchch aaass NaNavavajojo MMouountntaiainn anandd BllBlacack k MeMesas ..
ThThThThhheiieieieieir rrr prprrprprprpp esessesenneencece iiiin nn thththtthesseseee lollolocacaccatititiitiononons sss ttststrerererengngngththththenenedededdeed ffffutututututu urururrureeeee
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PaPaPaPaPPaPaPaPaPPaParsrsrsrsrssrsrrsrsrsonononononononono ssssss YYaYYYaYYaYaYaYaYYaaYY zzzzzzzzzzzzzz ieieieieieie,,,, a aaaaaaa NaNaNaNNaNaNNNaNaaaavvvavavavaavaaav jojojojoooooojojojoojojj ,, , , ,,, sususususususuusuuusussuuususussuusuusususuuuuuuuuusuuuugggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggeseesesesesesesesesseeseesesesesesesssesssssesseeeeeeeesttteteteteteteteteteeteteteeeteeettteettetttteddddddddddddd d ddd ddddddddddd thhhhhhhththhththththththhththththhhhheeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeee eeee e eee trtrtrttrtrtrtrtrttttrtttrrrrrtrtrtrtrtrrtrtrttrrrtrtrtrtrttrtrrrrreaeaeaeaeaeeaeaeaeaeaeeaaeaeeeeeaaeaeeaeeaaeaeaaeaeaeaeaeae tttttytytytyttytytytytytytytytytytytytytytytyytytytytytytyttyyyyy hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh dddddddadadadddadaddadadaaadaaada nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn tttttottototootottotototototototoototo ssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
thththththtttthtthe ee eee eee NNaNaNaNaNaNaNNN vavavavaavvavajojjojojojojoojoooos ssss sss foffofoffofofofofofoofoorrr rr r r aa aa a aa aaa lllollololololoolongngngngngggngngngnngngnngngngngngngng ttttttttttttttttimiimimimimimimimimimiimmimimimimimimmimimmmeeeeeeeeeee ananananananananannnnannannndddddddddddddddddddddd hhhahhahahahahahahhhahahahahhaaddddddddddd ddddd “p“““p“p“p“p“p“p“pppprororrororroooobababbababbababablblblblbllbly y y y y yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy mimimimimimimimmisssssssssss ededededdedededdddddd uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuus.s.s.s.s..s.ss.s.s.ssss.s.””””””””””””””  
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When the people 
first saw one of 
the Navajos’ 
sacred mountains,
Mount Tayly oror,,
they began to cry. 
The Fearing 
Time had come 
toto an end.

CKDICKICKDD C JOOHHOHJO NSONNSONNSONNSON 
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During the final years of the 1800s and in the decades
that followed the people of the Navajo Nation confronted 
many issues that threatened its well-being. However, 
they had learned lasting lessons from Hweeldi, the signing 
of the treaty, and their return home. They had comee toto 
appreciate the importance of strong leadershipip froom
within their own nation even more. Theeyy knkneeww tthhahaaat t t iinnn 
the final analysis no one else could speak k ffor thhemmmmm..
They understood the significance of addddining to ttheheirir lanandd
base and not allowing others to dividee iit. Foror eexaxampmpmpmpleleele, ininin 
the early 1900s, Navajo leader Chee DDoodgdggee wow uluuldd d d d wwrwrw itititeeee
to Secretary of the Interior, Franklin LLanne,e, andd uurgrgee hihhih mmm
not to apply the General Allotment Acct’s pproroviv sionons s ttoto 
the main Navajo reservation. Even thoough thee BBurureaeaauu u
of Indian Affairs imposed the initial foorm ofof triibabaal l 
government upon them in the 1920s, thhe NNavajajosos 
found ways in subsequent decades to mmake it 
more responsive to contemporary needds.s.      

“Afterr we get babab ckc ttoo ouourr 
cocococoununununtrtttry,y,y,y,” BaBaBaBarbrbrbrbononcicitoto ddececlalarered,d  
“i“ii“itt t t wiwiww llll bbbriririghghghteteten n upupp aaagagagagainin aandnd 
thththee e e NaNaNaavavavavajojojooj s ss s wiwiwillll bbbbe e e aasasa hhhhapapa pypy 
asasas tthehehh lllanannana d.d.d.d.d.”””
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The Navajo Nation 
learned lasting lessons 
from Hweeldi, the signing 
of the treaty, and their 
return home. Their nation—
300,000 people strong—
now extends into three 
states, encompassing 
17 million acres. They look 
forward with optimism 
to the challenges of 
the future.

“I, Andrew Johnson, 
President of the United States 
do. . . .accept, ratify, and 
confirm the said treaty.”

JOHNJOJOHNJOHNJO PIEEPIERCE,RCE,RCE,RCRCRCE,RCR  
PHOTPHPHOTPHOTHOTOGRAOGRAOGRAOGRAOGRO PHYBPHYBPHYBPHYBBHY YPIEY ERCE.RCECE.CE.COMOMMCOMMO                                  

Spider Rock, Canyon 
de Chelly, Arizona



ToToooooodadadadadayy yyy hthhthe e NaNaNaNaNNN vavavaaavaajojojojojjj NNNataa ion extenndn s into three 
statatese : ArrrArA izizzizononoononaa,a,a NNNNeweweweweww Mexxxicicicico,o, aaaand UUUUUUtatatatataah.h.h.h.h.h. 
ItItItIt eeeeeeencnn ommmpapappp sssseseesess mmmmororororeeee eee thhhhanan 1177 mimillllllioioioi n n n acacacacacaa rerererr s.s... 
ThThThThhhhee incrccc eaeaeaeaasisisisisingngngngngngglylylyly uuuuurbrbrbrbrbaana izedededed NNNNaaava ajo oo popopopupupulllllalalatitittitititionononononon 
exe ceceeeededededds sss momomomomorerererere tttttthhhhahahah n 300,000. As do all Indian 
nanaatitititionononons,s,s,s, tttthheheeheee NNNNNNNavajo Nation faces difficult,,,,,,
coccc mpmpmpmpmplelelelelelelexxxxx x qququququestions. YYYYYYYetetetetetete  if one asks forrrrrmememememmemerrrrr r r
prprprprprrpresesesesesesesididididididideene t Petersonnnnnn ZZZZZZZahahahahhhah aaaaaaabobobobobbob ut theheheeeee NNNNNNNavavavavaaa ajajjjooo 

fufuuututututurererereeee, hheheh pppppprerereeeeeseseseses nntntn s s anan 
opopppptititititititimmmmisticccccc vvvvvvvieieieieieeiewwwww w w ofoff ttttthhhehehhh irir 
totototototoomommmmmm rrowwwwws.sss.ss.s HHHHHHHe e ee asasaaa sesertrts,s, 
“d“d“d“d“d“donoo ’t callllllllll ititititititit aaaaaaa ppppppprorrrororor blblemmmmm,, cacacaallllllll 
ititititititt aaa challennnnnnngegegegegegege..”.”.”.. BBBBututututttt ZZZZZZZahah aalslsoooo
speaks reverrrrrenenenenenenentltltlttltltly yyy y yy ababababouououououttt tt ththe 
Navajo past, witititttithhhhhh h papapapapapapartrtrtrtr iciciciculululululululaaararaaa  
prprprpr iiiaiaiaiaiseseseee ffffffforororrrror Manuelitooooooo 
ananananandddd d BaBaBBBBB rbbbbrrr ooooono citooo.. “E“EEEvvvev ry 
gegegegegegeg neeeeeerrrar tiooooononn hhhhhhhasasasass iiiiiittstststss llllllleaeaeaeaeadddedededersrsrsrsrrr .
ThThThTheyeyeyeyey doo o wwwwwwhw attttteveveveveeveveeere iiiiit t tt isisisisisisis 
tthhhatat theheyyyy ttttthtt ink k kk shshhhhouououuouuldldldldd bbbbe e 
dododododododonenenenenenene.. AnAnAnnAnAnAndddd dd whilillilllle eeeeee dodododododd inininininininggggg g thththhththth tatataatatat 
ththththrororororouguguguughohohohoouuuutuu hhhhhhhiiiisisisistotototoryryryry, , , , ththththhhheyeyeyeyeyeyey 
didididid dd d aaa a wowww ndndndddn erffffulllll l hthhthththininining fffffor 
thththheee NaNaNaNaNaNavaaajojoooooo peoplplplplee.e.e. TTTThese 
quququququalalalallalitititittiiiei s oroorrro  attributes offf 
lelelel adadadadderererereree ss s reeeeaaaaaaally come e e wiwiwiw ththhh 
titimeme,, bbbebbebebecacacaacacc usususu ee e wewewewe hhavavavavvee e ee 
ouour r leleleeeadadaaa erererererrshshshshipipip qqqquauauu lililililitititittiiiesesesese ,,
ababababilililillitititittieieieieeess anananannnd what weee
hahhahahaveveveve ttttoooo offoffoffffffoffffer.” He adds,
“i“indndddivivvvviidiidii uauauauauaal leaddddeereers hahhh ve to
hahahaveveveve aaaaa ddrerrereeeammmmmmm oooooorrrr rr vivivivivivisisisisisisiononononononn.….….….….….…. ”     

InInInInInInIn 11111 6966969696968,88,8,8,8,8, 1111100000000  yeaaaarrrsrs aaaaaftftftttterererererer 
ththththee TrTreaaae tyyyytyy of 18888688668886 ,, , thththththhheeeeeee
NaNaNaNNavavavavavavavajjjoj ss cccceeec lebrbrbrbrbrrratatatatededededd wwwwhahahahahahah t 
thhthththththeyeyeyeyeyyy ttttere memmeeed ddddd aaaaa a cecececececentntntntntntururrurururyyyyyy ofofofofofof 
prrogogreressssss... TTTThey ddddececcclalalalared 
thththththththeyeyeyeeyeyey wwwwwwwouououououououllldldldldl nnnno  lollol ngngngger bbbe 
called thehehehe NNNNavvvaajaajo oo TTTrTribibibibe;e; 
heh reafter rr r ththththeyeyyyy wwwwououououo ldlldld 
offioffioffioffioffioffiofficially bbbbe e e caaaaalllllllllededededed tttttheheheheheee 
NaNaNaNaNaNaNavavv jo NNNNatatata ioioii n.nnn.n. TTTTTheheey
cocococooocontnn inued d d d totototo ccccelelelelelleeebbebraraatete tthehe 
dadadaday y yyy ththththttheir leleleleadadaadererrrrrrsssssss hhahhaad d sisigngngngnedededd 
ththththttt eeee trtrtrtreaeaeaeaaaeatytytytyt , ananana d thththththhheeyeeye llooookekekekekekk d d dddd
fooorwrwrwrwrwrwrwaaaaaraa dddddd totototo tthee ccccccchahahahah llllenengegess
the fufufuufuture wououououlddddddd bbbbririririringngngng...     
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ThThe NaN vaajojojo 
TrTreaeatyty ooff 18186868 
ala lowed ththee
NaNavajo ttoo lleavavee
Boosqsqueu RRededonondodo 
annd d reretuturn hhomomee 
toto CCananyoyon de 
ChChelellyly.
NATATIATA ONAONAONALAA ARCARCRCCHIVEHIVEVEHIV SSSS



Conclusion
Elliott West, Alumni Distinguished Professor                                 
University of Arkansas-Fayetteville

Unlike many of the world’s civil wars, the American 
Civil War eventually ended with a national narrative 
enabling supporters of both the Confederacy and the Union 
to focus on the mutual sacrifices and valor shared by those 
on both sides. Four million enslaved African Americans 
were freed with the promise and seeming guarantee
off equq al opportunity that went unfulfilled. For American 
InIndians, even those who staked their hopes and dreams on
seservrvining g inin theh  conflict, the war often accelerated the 
trragicc hhisi totoryry thatt had begun with European conquest.
FoF r AmA erriccanan IIndndians in the Far West, the Civil War sped 
upp theirr pplal ceemementn  on reservations that consisted of 
smallll lll frff acctititionnnns s ofof ttheh ir traditional homelands.
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By the usual historical measurements, the significance of the 
Far West in the Civil War was minimal, to say the least. Scholars
often write it off so thoroughly that the “war in the West” refers
to the fighting in Tennessee, Mississippi and, at the farthest, the 
Red River in Louisiana. In explaining the war’s outcome, the 
neglect of the Far West is understandable. The only remotely 
consequential action came with the Confederacy’s botched try 
at seizing New Mexico and Colorado—a campaign that failed 
early and was probably doomed from the start. If our concern is
to understand the grand military narrative, a natural response to
a discussion of the war in the West would be: “Who cares?”

If, however, our concern is the history of American Indian peoples 
and the relations between Indians and whites, the answer is quite 
different. What unfolded in the West between 1861 and 1865 was
critically important—and for Indians, catastrophic. The story
of controlling, dispossessing, and confining American Indians 
beyond the Mississippi River typically focuses on the years after
the war. The defeat of the Sioux, Cheyennes, Comanches, Kiowas,
and Apaches are probably the most written-about episodes in the 
250 years of conflict between the cultures. Yet those events cannot 
truly be understood except in light of what happened in the years
immediately preceding, as the blue and the gray were slugging it 
out in the East. By the time Generals Grant and Lee met at that 
farmhouse in Appppomattox Court House, the gggroounundwork for the 
final militararara y y yy y dededddedeffefefeatat ooooffff nannan tittit veve pppeoeeooplllplpp eses hhadadddd llargegegegellylyy bbbbeeeeeennnn lalalaidid.

By the time Lee 
surrendered to 
Grant, the 
groundwork 
for the final 
military defeat 
of American 
Indian nations 
had largely 
been laid.
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Some of the most consequential events had nothing to do, 
directly at least, with Indians. American expansion to the 
Pacific Ocean between 1845 and 1848 left the United States
with both glittering opportunities and enormous challenges. 
High on the list among the latter was the need to connect 
the new territory physically to the rest of the republic.
The expanse was breathtaking—about 1,250,000 ssququarare
miles—and the terrain posed puzzles much mmorore dadaununnntititingnngg  
than anything faced so far. Fully explorriningg ana d d exexxxplplplploioititingng 
the Far West demanded a basic infrasastrtrucctuturrererere oof f momovevemementnt 
and control. Filling that need wouuldld alssooooo gigivve tthehe UUSS
military the reach and grasp it wowoululddd nenneededd ttoo coconfnfnfroront the 
dozens of American Indian nanatitiononnnnsss ththatata ssuddddededennly founundd 
themselves within the natiionon’ss bbbbbororrdededersrs.

When the Far West doeses apppppeaearr inin hhhiistooriries ooofff f f thththt ee CiC vil 
War, you can count onn ono ee e totoopipic ccocomiminngggg uuuuupp,p, ttheh  passagege 
in the early summer off 1186662 2 2 ofof thhehe HHoommmmeesessttead Actt,, ththee
Transcontinental Railrlroaao d d AcAct,t,, andd tthhhehee MMorrillllll (((LLand 
Grant College) Act. ThThe fifirfirstst twwwow hhadddad llong-teteterm eeffeffectctss
on western Indians thahat wwwewwerere oobvviioouuuususu  andd ddevvasastataatiitingngng..
Whatever its flaws, thee HHoommeessteadadd AAAAct drrrew w huhuundndrerereredsdsdsds 
of thousands of familiiees iintntn oo nnanativve hhhhommeeelanndsdds 
much earlier than they wwoouuo ldld hhhavve ooototo herrrwwisise e 
come. Construction of f ththe e UUnUnU ioioon PaaaPaciccc ficcc anndd 
CeCeCentntn rararal l PaPaacic fic Railroaaadsdsdsdsds mmmmmigigigighththtt hhhavave e bebebb ennnn,,
asasasasasss aaaaaa rrrrrrrrecececececenenenenent t ttttt bobobobobobobb okokokokoko aaaaargrgrgrgrgueueueueueees,s,s,s,s,s ppppppppreerreereererrr mmamamaamm tutututut rererererr ,, , , 
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The Homestead Act 
of 1862 drew hundreds 
of thousands of white
families into native 
homelands earlier
than they would have 
otherwise come.
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The effect of the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad Act was 
devastating on Indian 
nations in the West. 

financially ruinous and dizzyingly corrupt, but in 
the short run it triggered a series of treaties that began 
Indian dispossession in areas like the Pacific Northwest. 
In the long run it allowed the military to maneuver, if 
not nimbly, at least far more effectively than it would 
have otherwise. Looking back on the defeat of Indians, 
Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman credited army
operations and the impact of settlement, and then 
added that “the railroad has become the greater cause.”

Homesteading and the first transcontinental railroad 
did not really get underway until the war was over, 
but the federal government had begun connecting the 
Far West with the rest of the nation well before 1861. 
During the 1850s both the Department of the Interior, 
through the Pacific Wagon Roads Office created in 
1856, and the Department of War through the Corps
of Topographici al Engngini eers, surveyed and improved 
(although,h, nottt eeentntntn irirrirelelely y y succcccesesese sfully) a remarkable weave 

of waggonononon rrrroaoaoaoadsddd aacrcrososss the ee  WeW st. The roads ran 
allalonononong g g g ggg thtttthe e grgreaeat OvO eere land Trail, crossing the 

nononnn rtrthehernrn RRoocockik es, edging out of 
tthee MMisssssououri Valley into the 

nnonononnortrtrtrthehhh rn plainns, and 
ppepeppenenetrtratatiningg soututhwhwesesternrnr  

ddedeeseseesertrtrtsss. BBBByy thththee titimeme tthehe 

fifirfifirfirfirststtststst ssssshohhhohohohotstttstststs ooooofffffff thththththththeeeee e
Civil l WaWWW r wew rer fififirereddd ata  
Fort Sumter, roughly 21,000
miles of roads had been laid out, more 
than 12 times the length of the first transcontinental 
railroad and nearly enough to circle the Earth at the 
equator. All were built in part with an eye to establishing 
and supporting a military presence across the new
country—and through that presence, to dealing with 
Indians when the occasion arose.
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Another development, at least as important as
the others, came during the war. In July 1860, 
Congress authorized construction of the first 
transcontinental telegraph line. Begun on 
July 4, 1861, the day Congress called the first 
500,000 Union troops into uniform, it was to 
be built westward from Omaha and eastward 
from California and meet at Salt Lake City. It 
was completed in an astounding 112 days, nine 
months ahead of the deadline. Relatively cheap 
and easy to construct, a telegraphic grid spread 
rapidly over the West. No development was
more instrumental in defeating the often elusive 
Indians beyond the Missouri. The ability to
communicate information on the whereabouts 
of their adversaries and to order distant troops 
into coordinated action gave the understaffed, 
undersupplied, and underfunded western 
military a considerable edge.

While the effects of homesteading and the 
new infrastructure of roads, rails, and wires on
American Indian nations came primarily after 
the Civil War, other events during the war would 
impact them directly and disastrously. The 
Dakota War of 1862, described in detail in this
book, ended with the defeat and exile of one 
of the largest tribal groups east of the Missouri
River. More than 1,300 Dakotas (and later several 
hundred Winnebagos, who had nothing to do
with the uprising) were sent to a barren stretch 
in what would become South Dakota. By one 
report each person received about eight ounces 
of rations per day, mostly as a thin soup. Roughly 
a fourth of them died during the first six months. 
In another tragedy also related in this book,
conflicts with the nations living in Indian 
Territory drove more than 7,000 pro-Union 
Indians, mostly Creeks and Cherokees, into 
southern Kansas, there to suffer horrifically from 
hunger, cold, and disease during 1861-62. An 
army surgeon, who amputated more than a 
hundred frozen limbs, wrote: “It is impossible to
describe the wretchedness of their condition.” 
These refugees returned to land devastated by
guerilla warfare, looting raids of white Kansans, 
and the destruction of their property, including 
more than 250,000 cattle.  
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Captured 
Dakota men 
await their
fate after the 
Dakota War 
of 1862.  
MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY        
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ThThThThosososee e ttwt o events were the finalall gggrororotetetesqssque ttwiitchih ng of the 
government policy of removal. The Dakotas and Winnebagos 
were the last eastern groups to be removed, while the agoniees 
in Indian Territory were an appalling epilogue to the infamomousus 
Trail of Tears of the 1830s. Tribes had just begun to rebob unnd 
from that earlier disaster when this second, equally calammititouus 
blow fell. As with the Trail of Tears, estimates of losses ddururining gg
the Civil War are hard to calculate, but by one census, onone e
out of three Cherokee women was a widow and one in fouour
children was an orphan.  

In any case the policy of removal was now untenable. 
Its strategy was to relocate eastern tribes into what is nnnnowowww  
eastern Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska, and then to o esesestatataaablblblbblisisisisii h hhh
a line of military posts, the “permanent Indian frono tit err.” TTTTThihihihihis ssss
would isolate the eastern Indians and allow time ffor theheiririr 
transformation into acceptable members of white socicietetety.y.y.. 
The whole structure, however, assumed that the nnata ioion’n’n’sss
western boundary would remain along the coc ntinenentataaaall l dididiidivivivivivividededededeeee 
and the border with Texas. The expansion of the 18184040s s
demolished that assumption. The United States nonow w rereeeacacacaccaaa heheheheheh ddddd
to the Pacific Ocean, which left the rerr moved Indiiananss essessseseseesentntntnttiaiaiaiaiallllllll y yy yy
where they had been before—in the middle of thhe e nanaatititit ononnonn aaaandndndndnd 
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The Indian 
School at 
Cantonment,
Ohio



On the 
reservations,
Indians were to 
be converted to 
Christianity,
transformed 
from hunters and 
gatherers into 
farmers, and 
educated in the 
culture of white 
America.

The government 
school for Indians 
in Pine Ridge, 
South Dakota
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squarely in the path of white Americans moving west. 
Removal to some spot farther on was not an option.This 
latest expansion into American Indian homelands also 
brought white American culture into contact with large 
populations of Indians whose traditions were far more alien
to white life ways and cultural norms than those of tribes 
in the East. As the nation moved toward the Civil War in 
the East, whattt wasss cccalleeed d d thththe ee “I““Indndndiaii n proboboblelelem,m,m,””” hohohow tot  
transform nananativevv ppeoeoeoplplpleseses iiintntntooo prprprotototo-o-o-cicicitititizezezensnsns rrreaeaeadydydy tttooo
mememergrgrgee e ininintototo ttthehehe AAAmememeririricacacan nn mamamainininstststrerereamamam, , , dededemamamandndndededed 
a a a nenenen w w w anananswswswererer..

ThThhe e ee rereresususultltlt wwwasasasa tttheheheh rrresesesererere vavavaatitittionononon ssssysysysy tetetetem.m.m.m. RRRResesesesserererervavavatitititionononono s ss s 
weweweww rereree eeeeeeeeesssssssenenenentititittt alalalallylylyy aaaa ffffororororooo mm m m ofofofof iiintntntnterererernanananalll rererereemomomomoovavavavaval.l.l.l. RRRRRatatatatheheheherr rrr ththththt ananananaa  
alalalall l l trtrtribibibibeseseses bbbbeieieie ngngngngg ttttrarararansnsnsnssn popopopooop rtrrtrtededededed aaaandndndndnd iiiiisosososoolalalalalateteteteteed d d dd tototototogegegegeethththththhererererer oooon n n n n ththththt e e e e eeeee fafafafafaf r r r
wewewewestststttererererrnnnnnn ededededgegegege oooof f f f f thththththt eeeeee nanananaatititititionononononoo , ,, , , eaeaeaeaeae chchchchchhh gggggrororororooupupupupupp wwwwwwouououououuldldldldlddd bbbbbe e e e e seseseseseet t tt tt onononooon ssssssomomomomomme e e ee
“r“r“r“rrresesessererererre vevevevev d”d”d”d””d” ssssspopopopopop ttttt wiwiwiwiwithththththhinininininini ttttthehehehehehh WWWWWeseseesesssst t ttt asasasasas ttttthehehehhhehehhhhhh rrrrrregegegegeggggggioioioioioi n n n n nnn wawawawawawas s s s s rararararapipipipipipidldldldlddlddd y y y y yyyyy
seseseettttttttleleleeed d dd d ananannand d dddd dededededeeeeevevevveevev lololololooopepepepepep d.d.d.ddd TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTThehehehehehehhhhhhhhhhh ggggggggggoaoaoaoaooaoao llllllll wawawawawwwawawaaw ssssss thththththtt e e e eee eee sasasasasaamemememememe aaaaas s s ss bebebebebeefofofoffof rerererereere.....
OnOnOnOnOnO eeeeacacacach h hhhh rerererereseseseseservrvrvrvrvvatatatatatata ioioioiooioioion,n,n,nn,n,n gggggggguiuiuiiuiuiu dededededdededededdddddddddd bybybybybybybyby ttttttttthehehehehhhe gggggggovovovovovovovovoo ererereerrerernmnmnmnmnmnmmenenenenenenent-t-t-t-t---apapapapapaapaappopopoppopopopop ininininininnnnnnnntetetetetetetetet dd d d ddddd
agagagagagenenennee t t t t anananananaa ddddd iwiwiiiiwiwithththhthhtth WWWWWWWWWasasassasaa hihihihihihihihiingngngngngngnnngn totototototototot n n nnnn prprprprprprprprovovovovovoovovovovididididididiidddidinininninnii ggggggggggg sususususususupppppppppppppppppororororororoooort,t,t,t,t,t,,,, IIIIIIIndndndndnddndndndiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaansnsnsnsnsnnnsn   
weweweweweweweererereree ttttttttttooooo bebebebebbbb sssssssschchhchchchchooooooooooooleleleleleeeel d dd dddddd inininniniinn nnnnnnnnatatatatatataatatatioioioioioioioionananananananaallllllll wawawawawawawwwwww ysysysysysysysy aaaaandndndndndndndnd vvvvvvvvvvalalalalalalallllueueueueueueueueeees:s:s:s:ss:s:s:s ccccccccononononononnononono vevevevevevevevv rtrtrtrtrtrtrtrttttttededededededededed  
totoooo CCChrhrhrhrhhh isisisissssstititiitiiitiananannananananititiitiitity,y,y,yy,yy,y ttttttttrarararararar nsnsnsnsnsnnsnssfofofofofofofofoffffff rmrmrmrmrmrmr edededdedee fffffffrororoororororr m m m mmmmmm huhuhuhuhuhuhuntntntntntnttntntn erererererererererrrssssssssss anananananaanand d dd dddd gagagagagaggagagag thththththhhthhhhtherererrererrererereererere s ss sss sss
inininntottotototo fffffarararaararmememmememememm rsrsrsrsrrsrrrrss, , ,, anananannnaa d d ddd d dd ededededededeeeeeeede ucucucucucucucucuuuuuuu atatatatatattededededededdddd iiiiiiiin n nnnnn ththththhthhthhe e ee eeee cucccucucucuultltltltltltlttururururururuuru e eee e ee ofofofofofoffff wwwwwwwhihihihihihiihiteteteeteteteteeeee AAAAAAAAAAAAAAmemememememeememeem riririiriririiricacacacacacacaacaaa......
ReReReeReReRRReseseseseesservrvrrvrvrvvrrvr atatatatatataa ioioioiooioiooonsnsnsnsnnnsnnnn nnnnnnnnnevevevevevevevevevererererereerr wwwwwwworororororororo kekekekekekekked d dddddddd asasasaasasasas pppppppplalalaalaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnededededededede . . .. PlPlPlPlPlPlPlPlPPlPlagagagagagaggagagagueueueueueuueeu d d dd ddddd bybybybybbybybybyb   
inininiinininncococococococompmpmpmpmmpmppmppmppetetetetetettteneneneneneenenencececeecececece aaaaaaandndndndndndndndnd ccccccccccccororororororoo ruruurururuuuruuptptptptpptptppptpppptioioioioioion,n,n,nnn,n,n ppppppppppititititititttifififffiffi ululuululluuullylylylylylylylyl uuuuuuuuuundndndndndndndndddererererererererfufufufufufuffuf ndndndndndndndndndnddnddedededededededdeded aaaaaaaandndndndndndnddd  
lalalaallauguguguguguguu hahahahahahahahaaablblblbblbly y yyyy yyy nananananananannaïvïvïvïvïvï e e e ee inininnninin vvvvvvvvisisisiisisisii ioioioioioioioiooooioon,n,n,n,n,n,n ttttttheheheheheheh y y y y y y y wowowowowowowowow ulululluluululuu d d d ddddddddd bebebebebbeebecocococococcoomememememememeemee aaaaaa nnnnnnnnnnatatatatatatataatttioioioioioioioioooooi nananananananaallll llll l
scscscsccanananananananna dadadadadadadaddaaal.l.l.llll TTTTTThehehhehehheee sssssysysysysysystetetetetetetet m mmm mm mmmm wawawawawawawww s,s,s,s,s,s,sss, nnnnnnnnoononononononon tetetetetetetetetethehehehehehehhhehelelellelelel sssssssssssss,,, thththththtttthttt e e ee eeeee guguguguuuuuuuuuuguguuuididididiiddididdinininininining gg g gg g gg stststststrararaarararrar tetetetettteteegygygygygygygygygy 
ofofofofofofofoffffffooooo IIIIIndndndnddddnddnddnddiaiaiiaiaiaiaiaai n n n nnnn popopopopopopoppopoppp lilililillll cycycycycycycycycy aaaaaaaaaftfttftftftftftttttererererererererrre eeeeeeeeeexpxpxpxpxpxpxpppppxpanananananannnnnaa sisisisisisississisiononononononnonon ttttttttttttooooooo ththhthththhthe ee eee eee PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaaaaacicicicicicicicciic ficficficficficfificficficfififi ...
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ThThTheee imimimplplplicicicatatatioioionsnsns ooofff thththeee nenenewww popopolililicycycy eeemememergrgrgededed iiimmmmmmededediaiaiatetetelylyly 
bbbeb ffffore aaandnddnd ddddurriiinng g thhththe CiCiCiCi iiivill WWaWaW r.r AAAAmongng tthhhehe most 
obvious was a shift in the role of the military.y  The armyy
wowoullulddd cocontntiininueue ssomomee eaearllrliieierr rerespspononsisibibbilililititieses, kekkeepepiningg 
whwhiteses aandn Indndiaansns aapapartrt bby y kekeepepini g g thhe e foormrmere  off 
rereseservrvatatioionsns aandnd tthehe llatatteterr onon tthehem,m, bbutut iit t alalsoso aassssumumeded 
aa neneneww w roroolelele aaandndnd ppososostututurerer . IdIdIdeaeallllyy y trtribibeseses wwwouououldldld aaagrgrreeeee ttoo ththt eee
trtreaeatitieses aassssigigniningng ttheheirir rreseserervavatitionons,s, bbutut vvirirtutualallyly aallll rresesisisteted,d, 
mamanynyyy vviioiollele tntntllylyyy, ,, ananddd hwhwhenen ttthheheyyyy didididdd,,, ttthhehe mmilililitititarar ’y’yyy ss jjojojj bbb wawass ttoto 
susubdbdbdueue tthheem ana dd d toto ee fnforo cece tthhee ggovovere nmene ’t’t ss deddemaa dndds.s.

AsAs tthehe nnatatioionn ededgegedd totowawardrd ssecectitiononalal wwarar iinn ththee EaEastst,, ththee 
ara my in the West was moving toward its own confrontation.
The armyy took on a role that was inherently y more 
aggres isive, iwi hth an lul itimate goall fof not o lnly controlllliing 
Indians but ending their independence once and for all.
Two factors complicated the army’s new role. One was 
the setting: the army would be operating in country and 
under conditions vastly different from that of its 
operations against Indians in the East. The second was the 
nature of the army’s adversaries. Most western Indians, 
peoples who lived by hunting, gathering, and fishing, were 
far more mobile and inherently elusive than the 
village-dwelling, farming tribes of the East. In this sense 
the Civil War years saw a military crisis in the West as 
well as in the East.

It was during the Civil War that the military in the West
developed the essential strategy it would apply after 1865. 
Interestingly, the key event in that development was rarely 
given much attention, or even noted at all, in histories of 

ThThThThThTheeee e USUSUSUSUSUS AAAAAArmrmrmrmmy’y’yyyy ssss s
goal to end the 
inindedepependndenencece ooff 
Indians once 
and for all was 
complicated by 
both the setting 
and the fact that 
western tribes were 
fafarr momorere mmobobililee 
and elusive than 
the farming tribes 
inin tthehe EEasast.t
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far western Indian wars. In September, 1862, word came 
of nearly two dozen white emigrants killed by Northern 
Shoshone Indians along the Overland Trail in northern 
Utah. Later the number of dead was sharply lowered, and 
serious doubt was cast on whether the Northern 
Shoshones or others had done the deed, but there had 
been mounting problems between Indians and settlers on 
the Utah stretch of the trail. Federal authorities responded 
to the report with an order to use the occasion to teach the 
Shoshones a lesson, , and byy impplication make an empphatic
point to other native peoples along the route.

ThThThe e rereasasonons s ffofor r hththe e tetensnsiioionsns wwereree lalallll totoo o ffafa imimilililiarar.. 
The Overland Route ran along rivers vitally important 
toto nnatativive e ececononomomieies.s WWhihitete iimmmmigigrarantnts s cucut t anandd buburnrneded 
thththee trtreeeess thththatat ttriiribabballl babbanddndss neneeddededded dddururiniingg thththee wiiwintnterer 
momontnthshs,, whwhilile e sesettttlelersrs’ hohorsrseses,, mumuleles,s, aandnd ooxexen,n, hhunundrdrededs s
ofof tthohoususanandsds ooff ththemem, , dedevovourureded gggrarasssseses tthahatt fefedd InIndidianan 
hhohohorsrseses aa dndndnd ttthhahahatt t prprovovidididid dededed sseeeeddsdsds tttoo ffefefe dededed ttthhehehe ppeoeo lplplple.e TTThhehehe 
resullts in thhe Great Basin, a naturalllly stingy environment,
were espppecially yy dire, ,, and byy the 1860s the Shoshones were 
rereelleliniing g frffromom tthehhe eeffeffffectcts.s IIIllllllnenesssseses, esespepeciiciallallylly dddysysenenteteryry 
andd hch lolera, hh dad allso takken an app lalliling t lolll iin thhe 18850s.
A A gogoldld sstrtrikike e inin MMonontatanana iinn 18186161-6-62 2 brbrououghght t a a nenew w susurgrge e 
of invasion and disruption.  The clashes between whites
anananddd ShShShosososhohohonenenesss ananantititicicicipapapateteteddd ototothehehersrsrs wwwititithhh ChChCheyeyeyenenennenenesss anananddd 
Arapaha oes along the Platte, with Comancheses andn Kiowas 
alalalalononong gggg ththhthe ee ArArArkakakaansnsnsnsasasas,,,,, ananaa dddd wiwiwiththththh LLLLakakakakakottota aa SiSiSiouououo x x x x x anananand d d d NoNoNoNortrtrthehehehehernrnrnn  
ChChChChCheyeyeyeyeyyyenenenenenneneneneen sssss alalalalallononononono g g g g ggg thththththhththt eeeeeeeee BoBoBoBoBoBozezezezez mamamamamaamaman n n n nn nn TrTTrTrTrTrTrTrTrTr iaiaiaiaiaaiaiil ll l l l lll frffrfrffrfrfrffromomomomomomomomom 11111111868686866868686864-4-4-4-4-4-44-44 68686868686868....  

Indians resisted 
ththee ararmymy’s’s aattttememptpt 
to subdue them in 
clashes such as this 
near Fort Philip 
Kearney in Dakota
TeTerrrrititoro y.y

This US Army 
Service Medal was 
given to soldiers 
participating in 
ththee InIndidianan WWarars.s.
US AUS ARMYRMY       
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As discussed elsewhere in this volume, the man 
given the job of forcing the confrontation with 

the Northern Shoshones was Col. Patrick E. 
Connor, a veteran of the Seminole and Mexican 

Wars now commanding California Volunteers in 
Utah. Timing would prove to be crucial. Although 

there were clashes during the fall and early winter, 
Connor did not organize his main thrust until mid-January. 

He led more than 300 cavalry against the Shoshone Chief Bear 
Hunter’s camp along the Bear River in what is today far southern 
Idaho. It was bitterly cold. More than 70 frostbitten troops were 
left along the way, and whiskey rations froze in the horsemen’s 
canteens. When Connor attacked on the morning of January 29, 
1863, the Shoshones were entrenched behind sound fortifications,
and at first Connor’s men paid the greatest toll, but when some of 
them flanked the Indian defenses, the battle turned into a rout, and 
the rout into a massacre. Connor lost a couple of dozen men. How 
many Indians died is unclear, but recent research puts the figure at 
perhaps more than 400. The Bear River massacre, scarcely noted 
in most western histories, was the bloodiest loss of Indians in all 
conflicts west of the Missouri River.

The most telling moment came after the battle. After taking 
all remaining horses and burning more than 70 lodges and large 
amounts of food and other possessions, Connor wrote that he 
set out “a small quantity of wheat” for 160 surviving women and 
children, “whom I left on the field.” The image of these people 
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Sioux artist Colleen Cutschall created this sculpture to 
honor the memory and spirit of the Indian men, women, 
and children who died at the Battle of Little Bighorn. 
BOBOB BOB REECREECECECEE EE  
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Lakota
Sioux chief
and holy man,            
Thatha ka
Iyotake
(Sitting Bull)
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stststananandididingngng hhhomomomelelelesesessss anananddd unununprprprotototecececteteteddd ininin dddeeeeeeppp cococoldldld iiillllllususustrtrtratatateseses ttthehehe 
lesson the military y took from the attack at Bear River. To defeat 
highly mobile enemies, wait until they are immobile in the depths
ofofof wwwinininteteterrr whwhwhenenen cccolololddd weweweatatatheheherrr fofoforcrcrceseses ttthehehemmm tototo mmmovovoveee thththeieieirrr cacacampmpmpsss tototo 
protected areas. Use outside support to supply food for men 
and horses. Use the new infrastructure of roads to maneuver
anand d toto mmovove e agagaiainsnst t ththe e vuvulnlnererabablele IIndndiaian n cacampmps.s TThehen n hihit t yoyourur  
opppop ne tnts hha drd,, ttakke tthheiir hhorses,, a dnd ddesttroyy whhatt ththeyy needd tto 
susurvrvivivee. AAftfterer tthahatt, ffururththerer ssigigninificficanantt reresisiststanancece wwililll bebe uunlnlikikelelyy.

ThThee seseasasononalal ttimiminingg ofof ffamamououss nanatitiveve ddefefeaeatsts iinn ththee fofollllowowiningg 
155 yyears is revealing g in ligght of this oddlyy obscure epip sode on 
JaJanunuuararyy 29292 , 181863633. AsAss dddisisscucusssssededed eelslsewewewheheererer iinn n ththisis vvvololo umummee,e, dddururiningg ththhee 
CiCivivil l WaWar r ththerere e wawas s KiKit t CaCarsrsonon’s’s ccamampapaigign n agagaiainsnst t ththe e NaNavavaajojojoosss s
atat CCananyoyonn dede CChehellllyy onon JJananuauaryry 1122-1414, 18186464 aandnd tthehe SSanandd CrCreeeek kk
massacre on November 29, 1864. Later came the battle of the 
Washita on November 2777, , 1868 and the Marias massacre of 
BlBlBlacackfkfkfeeeettt onon JJJananuauaryry 2233, 118878700. DDDururiiningg susummmmerer bbb tatattltltleses, hwhwhenen tttririr beeb ss s 
were most mobile and their horses the strongest, things couldd ggogogo 
differently, as at the battle of the Little Bighorn on June 25, 
1876. The military’s response to that humiliation was to 
wait until the turn of the year and then run down the 
scattered bands on the army’s own terms. Dull Knife’s
Northern Cheyennes were crushed at a winter camp on 
November 25, 1876, and afterwards their lodges were 
burned and their horses taken or shot. 

George 
Armstrong 
Custer
LIBRARY OF COF CF COF CONGRONGRONGNGRESS E   
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CuCuststerer aandnnd tthehe 77thth CCavavva alaalalryryryy ssssuffuffuffererrredededed aaaannnn ovovovovverererere whwhwhwhelelelelmimiimimingngngngng 
dedefefeatat bby y LaLakokok tata,, NoNortrtheh rn CCCheheheyeyeey nnn e,e, aaaandndndnd AAAArarararapapapapahohohoho wwwwararararririririorororo ssss
ininspspirireded bby y ththe e viviv sisiionons s ofof TThahaththa kaka IIIyooyoy tatatatakekekekek ((((SiSiSiSittttttttininining g g g BuBuBuBullllllll).).).).
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Well before the post-Civil War Reconstruction period 
ended in 1877, oppression had already deeply eroded 
the few social and economic gains blacks had achieved. 
Some formerly enslaved African Americans moved west 
in search of new opportunities. 

Oral traditions tell of Osage and Potawatomi Indians 
assisting black homesteaders in Nicodemus, Kansas, 
by giving the settlers food and clothing to help them 
survive their first bitter prairie winter. Even though the 
native tribes were being relocated from their traditional 
homelands, they chose to assist the African American 
homesteaders wanting the freedom to farm their 
own land. 

The freed people eventually built Nicodemus into a small 
but thriving agricultural community, which is preserved 
in part today at Nicodemus National Historic Site.

LIBLIBLIBIBIBBBBBBRRRRBIBRRRAAARARARYARYARYARY ARYRAAA Y R OF OF OF COF COF COF COF OF CFOF FF ONGRONGRONGRONONGRONGRNGRNGRONGRONGRRRRRNGNGREEESSESS ESS ESS ESS ESSESSSSESS   

Help At Nicodemus                    



In the history of far western Indian peoples,
the Civil War years were highly important, 
even pivotal. They witnessed the calamity
of tribes caught up in the final throes of 
conquest in the East. Meanwhile, the 
institutional and physical basis was laid for
the rapid dispossession of western tribes
after 1865. The federal government grappled 
with the implications of its new reservation
policy, in particular the military’s new 
purposes and the formidable challenges to
meeting them. By the end of the Civil War, 
the army had discovered the key to military
victory in the West and had used it in three 
devastating blows against western tribes.
As troops in the East finally confirmed the 
survival of the Union, the stage was set in the 
West for the government’s rapid completion 
of the conquest of American Indian peoples.
Its war on their cultures would follow.

Considering the magnitude of the forces
aligned against western Indians, and given 
that the Civil War also confirmed and 
strengthened federal authority, what is
most remarkable is that native cultures have 
survived as well as they have. The four years
that saved the Union left Indian peoples 
facing overwhelming odds. Their 
persistence, courage, and adaptive 
brilliance in the years that followed are 
one of the great American stories.

Celebrating 
the past,
present, and 
future at a 
powwow in 
Denver,
Colorado.
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At a Victory Dance in his 
honor, Cheyenne soldier 
Lomar Wandering Medicine 
is welcomed home from his 
tour of duty in Iraq, where he 
liberated a flag  from the 
palace of Saddam Hussein.

Killed in an attack on 
her convoy, Lori Piestewa 
of the Hopi Nation was the 
first woman in the armed 
forces to die in the 2003 
invasion of Iraq. 

LLARRRRY MAY MAYER,YER, BILBILLINLINGGS GAS GAAAZETTZETTEE  
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Dwight W. Birdwell, 
Cherokee, served as an 
armored tank crewman 
during the Vietnam War 
and was awarded a 
Purple Heart and two 
Silver Stars at the age 
of 20. He returned home 
to earn a law degree 
and later served as Chief 
Justice of the Cherokee 
Nation Supreme Court.  
BIRDWELLW  FAMILY Y                                                                                       



“It is well recognized that, historically, 
Native Americans have the highest record 
of service per capita when compared 
to other ethnic groups.”                                                

-US Department of Defense

Serving Still

One of the marines 
who planted the US flag 
on the island of Iwo Jima 
during WWII, now 
immortalized in this 
famous monument, 
was Cpl. Ira Hayes of 
the Pima Nation.                  

American Indians served 
as “code talkers” to transmit 
secret tactical messages; the 
Choctaws in both world 
wars, and the Navajos, 
Cherokees, Lakotas, and 
Comanches in WWII. 
USUS NS NNNNAVY AVYAA       
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In a fundamemememeentntntntntnn alalalalalalal ssssssenenenenenensess , hihihihiststtororororry y y y yy orororororor “““whwhwhwhwhwhatatatatatat hhhhapa pepeeened” depends 
on who youuuu aaaaaasksksksksksks .. ItItItItIII ddddepepepepends ooonnnn whwhwhwhwhwho o o o o isisisis telee liiingnn  the story. After
the Americananann CCCCCCCivivivivivivivilililililil WWWWWWar, ,, “w“w“whahahahahahatttt t t hahahahahahappppppppppppenenenenenenededededdd” wiwiww thththh resee pectt to 
the Amerrrrricicicicicanananananan IIIIIIndnndndndiaiaiaiaii ns, ,,, ththhthe innnndidididididigegegegegegenonononononousuu nnnnataa ioooonsnsnsns, or peopleses of 
the Americananananan fffffffrorororororontntntntnn ieieieier,,,, is typicacaaalllllllllllly y y y y y rererererr cococounununntetett d thhhrororor uguu h wrrititten 
documenttts s sss ananananaa dd d d d rerererreeepopopopopoportrtrtrtsss s of eventntntntntnts s ssss s anananananand dd accacctiiivivivitittit es and herein n is ttheheh  
problem. Setttltltllltltlerererrererer aaaaaaandndndndndndd ssssolololdiiier-pppprorororororodudududududucececececc d d d d wrwrwrwrw itititittttett n n documeentnts s annd d
narratives tell thheieieieieir r rrrrr ststststtororooo y y y bubbut thththhthhe e e ee naaarrrrrrrrrrrrataaaaa ive is all about whahat t was s
done to the indigeeeeenonononooon ususususu pppppeoeoeeoee plesesess oooooof ff thththhhheeeeee poppp st-Civil War fronttieiei r.. 

Technologies such h asasss tttthehehehehehe tttttteeele eggggrararar phph and the railroads andd 
government policcieiess iinclclcllududududududiiini g the Doolittle Commiti tetee ofofof 118686865,5,5, 
GrGrannt’ss “QQuauakeker”r” Peacccececece PPPolicy, the Indian Apprp opo ririatatatioioion n 
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Epilog:You Cannot Remember 
What You Never Knew
Daniel Wildcatat, PrP ofofofese soorr, Haskell Inddiaiann NaNaNaaN titittiononons s s s UnUnUnUnivivivivi erereree sisisitytytytyty
Yuchi meembmber oof f f tthe MMuscogee Nation offf OOOOklkklklklahahahahahhomomommaaaaa

In his memoirs, John Quincy Adams wrote—after he 
negotiated the treaty to end the War of 1812 with the British—
that the United States would “formally undertake, and 
accomplish their [the American Indians] utter extermination.” 
He went on to write that attempting to change the course of filling 
western lands would be like “opposing a feather to a torrent.” 
Adams was wrong. For even with assaults on land, culture, 
traditions, and language, American Indian nations have 
survived. Not only have indigenous cultures survived, but they 
have a great deal to offer Americans in the modern world, 
primarily by sharing their reverence for the land around them.



“Once in his life a man ought to 
concentrate his mind upon the 
remembered earth, I believe. 
He ought to give himself up to a 
particular landscape in his 
experience, to look at it from as 
many angles as he can, to wonder 
about it, to dwell upon it.”
         
N. Scott Momaday from 
The Way to Rainy Mountain        
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The story I want to share is of indigenous peoples, 
who in spite of incredible losses and numerous 
military and political defeats, remain undefeated in 
the only manner that really counts—in our spirit.
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The story I want to share is different from the “Winning 
of the West” and “Manifest Destiny” narratives that have 
dominated American frontier history. The following 
is a sketch of a much larger and richer set of narratives of 
diverse peoples and places. What follows is a story of 
peoples who never imagined their histories as distinct
from particular landscapes; of peoples who understood 
their history, culture, and identity as emergent from the 
powers of place. This will be a sketch of diverse peoples
and individuals who might best be understood in the 
formulation, “power plus place equals personality” that 
Vine Deloria Jr. suggested.

What follows is the antithesis of histories of manifest 
destiny, conquest, and progress. It is a living history of 
peoples concerned with the powers of our diverse 
landscapes, never forgetting the American Indians of this
land were exactly that: of this land. It is an essay through 
indigenous eyes. This essay is for those among us who
cannot remember what they never knew.

Let us be clear, the indigenous people of the land the 
Euro-American settlers called a frontier faced military
atrocities and depredations of US government policies. 
However, I believe there is no reason to feel guilty about 
the past so long as one does not carry the prejudices of the 
past into the present. Rather one should join the growing 
number of people on the planet who are beginning to
recognize that there is something useful to be learned from
tribal peoples on this planet. The history of the American 
West is a case in point. 

Indigenous histories emphasize the resilience and resistance 
of the peoples who dwelled and continue to dwell upon the 
land. The history I want to share is of indigenous peoples,
who in spite of incredible losses and numerous military and 
political defeats, remain undefeated in the only manner that 
really counts—in our spirit: a resilient spirit that resides in 
the land or, to speak more precisely, in the landscapes and 
seascapes from which their unique tribal identities emerged. 
The stories of the American Indians were formed as a result 
of what I describe as a symbiotic relationship between a 
people and a place, in what I call the nature-culture nexus.
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A storm passes over the Great Plains
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mumumumusststts bbbbe eee tieeeded tttooo tththhhthe e ececccololololoolloogogogoggicicalaa ddivivivivi eerersisisiitytytyty oooofff f thththatattattatata ddddivivivivi ereerere sesee 
gegegegeogogogogograrar pphphphyyy.y TTTToo aaaapppa prprpreceececce iiaaiaatte whahaaahatt ttt iinininindidiidiggegegeeg nonnonousususssss pppppeoeooeoooe plplplplpp esees 
ccacac n nnn n tetetetetett acacch ususss aaaaabbboboboutututut lllliiiivvvinininining g weellllllll iiin n n ccucuc ltltltururreesesesesesee eeeemmmmmemememem rgrgggggggrggeneeenennnnttt tt t t inininini  
thththhheeee inininintetteeerararactctctctctctioioiioioi nnn nn bbebebeeeetttwtwwwt eeeeen peep opopoppleleeee aaaaaandndnddddd ppppppppppplalalalalalalllaacececee,, , , weweeweweweee mmmmmmmmmmmmmmuusuusu tt ttt t t
alalalalsosososo uuundndnddnn errerrerststsstaaananannd d d d ttrrrtrrrriibiiibalalalisissi mmmmm ininninn aaa dddddiffiffiffiffiffiffereererererereerrerereneneneenntt tt t lilililililighghhhg t.tt.

To appreciate what indigenous 
peoples can teach us about living 
well in cultures emergent in the 
interaction between people and 
place, we must also understand 
tribalism in a different light.
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Those willing to study the histories 
of the tribal nations will learn useful 
lessons about sustainability and 
societal resilience from people who 
came to understand their identity 
and very existence as a covenant 
between a people and a place.
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ToToo understand tribalism in a different light we have 
too dddisabuse ourselves of one of the most prejudicially 
invvov ked concepts in anthropology and social theory.
TrrTrriiibala ism isis not, as social evolutionary theorists in 
thheee 1800s thought, basically little more than peoples 
mamaarkrr ed by savagery, barbarism, and superstition. 

ThThhis prejuudid cial ideological misidentification of 
trtribibbaalaaa ism m is vere y predictable for people who define 
thththththhhtheemeememselves bby ideologies as opposed to relationships 
wiwiwiwiwiwiwwiwiththththththt pppplalalal ceces.s  It makes a tremendous difference 
whwhwhwhwhwhhhw etetetetetee heheheherr ththe landscape of the so-called Great Plains 
isiiiiisiisiii eeeeexpppperererieiei ncnced as a homeland by unique peoples who 
unununnuununndedededededersrsrsrstotoodod their identity and very existence as a 
ffufufufufuuncncncncncncn titititit onon of f a covenant between a people and place, 
asasaaas oooooooppppppppppososedd to groups of people who came onto 
thththththhtt eeeee sasasasasas mememm  lanandsd cape and experience it as a frontier.
ThThTTT e e ee exexeexpepeririene tial gulf between the two views is 
imimmimmmmememememensnsnsn e.e. IIndn igenous peoples who see this 
iinnncrcrcrrcrcredeededede iiiblel  lanaa dscape as marked by sacred sites 
whwwhw erererrreee e ththoso ee covenants are constantly renewed, find 
tththt ee rrerereredududuductctioion of such places to real estate and
iissusuessss ooof ff property ownership problematic. 

WhWWheennnn III ttthihinkk of tribalism I do not think of 
diddid sesembmbmboododieied d ideologies or societies situated along 
aann aarttrr ifiififificicic alal timimeline of societal evolution, but of 
hhohoww ww papapapap rtrtiicular peoples in particular places developed 
uunnnnniqiqiqiiiqiqueueuue cculu tural identities over time. In many cases
thhttt eyeyy fifififigugugg reredd out how to live sustainably in those 
plpplplp acaccccesesses foror centuries. This is not to say that they did 
nononononoooot t t t t t hahahahah veve failurer s, in such places as the Hohokam 
cococoococoommmmmmmmmmmm ununityy ini  Arizona, or the Cahokia Mounds 
cococcccccococommmmmmmmmmmmununu itityy in Illinois, or the mysterious Chaco 
CaCCaCCaCaaanynynynynynyn onon iinn New Mexico. All three of these incredible 
sisisisiiiiitetetettetetes s s ss s wewewew rere aabab ndoned at least 300 years before 
ChChChChChChhC ririririristststs oopopheher r Columbus got lost in the Caribbean 
isisiisslaalalalaaandndnnndnds.s.ss IIt isi  not merely hyperbole to suggest that 
soosososoosommmmmmemem oooof f ouour native ancestors tried proto-urban 
eexee pepepepeeeriirimmem ntntss ono ly to find them unsustainable. 

ChChacacacaco o CaCaCaCanynynynyonononon, NeN w Mexico
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What do tribal histories tell us? Provocative as it may sound, 
these histories suggest the people who will be successful on the 
modern Great Plains will likely be adopting tribal life-ways. I am 
not talking about going “back in time,” so to speak, and living in 
teepees or traditional earth lodges. I am not talking about going 
“back” to the way it was; that is impossible and such thinking 
inevitably leads to situating history along abstract timelines.

I am suggesting that the people who are going to be successful 
on the Great Plains, those interested in the regeneration of its 
towns, will establish tribal-like social relations and institutions
that are uniquely connected to the particular landscape they are 
situated within.  Although it may seem a very hostile or austere 
landscape to those observing from the outside, successful small 
towns will situate themselves in a comfortable relationship with 
a place and find resilient sustainability. People willing to

study the histories of the tribal nations of 
the Great Plains will learn useful lessons 
about societal resilience. 

Ask any seventh or eighth grader after 
their first North American geography 
course, “Did the American Indians of this 
land all dress the same way, live in the 
same kind of dwellings, and eat the same 
foods?” They probably will answer, “Of 
course not.” There is a reason why among 
the Lakota-, Nakota-, and Dakota-speaking
peoples of the North Central Great Plains, 
their most important ceremonies revolved 
around the bison. There is also a reason 
why the ceremonies most central to the 

lives of the peoples of the Pacific Northwest revolved around 
the salmon. Young people get it. Where and when did we—as 
adults—forget this knowledge? Where and when did we begin 
to somehow think that the machine and industrial features 
of human cultures were its defining features? The point is it 
happened at different times in different places. 

The modern view of culture too often allows us to 
perpetuate the wrong dichotomy between nature and culture. 
It allows modern humankind to think of their everyday lives 
as autonomous from nature. In the worst case, it leads to the 
notion that civilized humankind is at war with nature. 
However, can we be at war with nature without being at war 
with ourselves? Indigenous histories suggest how we might 
resituate our life-ways technology in a life-enhancing 
nature-culture nexus.

A growing 
number of 
people on 
the planet 
are beginning 
to recognize 
that there is 
something 
useful to be 
learned from 
its tribal 
peoples.
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Where and when did we 
forget our relationship with 
nature? Can we be at war with 
nature without being at 
war with ourselves? 

IANIIIANIAIANIANIAIANAIANIANAIANAANNAAANNNIANAAAANANNNNNNNNANNNNNNANNNNNNNNNNN PARPARPARPAPARKPARKPARKPARKPARKPARKPARKPARKPARKAPARKPARKPARKKKKKKPARKPARPARKPARKAPARKPARPARKKPARKRPARKKPARKPARRPARKPARRRRRKKPARKKARRRKARARKAARKKPAAARPARKPARKAAAPARKPAA KER,R,ER,EREERERERER,ER,RERR,RER,ER,ERRREE EEVANEVANEVANEVANEVANEVAEVANVANEVANEVANAEVANEVANEVANVANVANNNVAEVANVANEVANNANEVANEVAEE AEVANVANEVANEEEVAVANEEVANEVVAANNAANVAAAEV SCCEESCEESCESCEESCEESCESESCESCEESCEESCEESCEESCECESCEESCEESCEE CEESCESCESCESCEES EE EEESCEESCEESCCCSS NT LNT LNNT LNT LNT LNTNT LNT LNT LNT NT T LLLLNT LNT LNT LLLNT LNT T LLNT LNT LNTT LLNNT LNTT LLT LNT LNNNT LNT LN LLLIIIIGHTGHTIGHTIGHTIGHTGHTGHTGHHHTIGHIGHII TGHTHTHTIGHTGHTIGHGHTTHTIGGHTIIGHTGHGHTIIII TI TTT PHOPHOPPHOPHPHOPHOPHOPHOHOPHOOHOHOOOOHOOOHOPHOPHOPHOPHOOOOHOPHOPHHOOOOOOOPHOPHOOPHOOOHOHOHOHOHOHHPHOHHHOTTOGTTOGRTOGRTOGRTOGRTOTOGRTOGRTOGRTTOGROGRTOTT RT RTTTTTTT RTTTTTOTOO APHYAPAPHYAPHAPHYAPHYAPHYPHPHYHYHYAPHYHYYPPHHYHYAPHYPHYPAPHYPHHHYYYPAAAAPHYY 



Technology, community, communication, and culture are 
intimately related. It is impossible to imagine any one of 
the four existing amonongg huhuman beingsgs wwitithohoutu  the ooththerer 
three. Tribal peopoppplele ooooffff ththththeee soss -c-c-ccalalalalleleleleddd d frfrfrfroonononon ititittierererer wwwwerererereeee neenenevevevevev rr rr
antitechnonolololoogygygygyy.. BuuBuBuuuuutt ttt ththththeyeyy nneveverere mmade e tet chnologygy the dde fafactctoo 
gold statandnddararrarddd of socccieieiettatall ded vevelolopmpmp ennnntt anannddd d prprprogogogogrerereresssssss. ThThTheyeyey 
neveer sepapapararateted d tete hchnonololoogygygyy ffffroroor mm thhthe e ththree e CsCs oooff cocoooommmmmmmmmmunununnunitititity,y,y,y,y  
commmmmununiciicattion, aaaandndndd cccculuultututurerer .. UsUsU effefululu ttece hnhnhnhnololoolooologogogogogogogogiieiieiieieies s ss s wwewewew rerererre 
enhahahahancncnn ing g ofof cccommumumumuninnnititiesess, , , ininnini cclclclcc ududuudining g g thht osose ee otototothehehehher-r-r-r-r ththththththhanaananaanan-
huhumamaann pepersrsononss inninnnn tttheh lllarrgegeg r r ececececololologogggicicicicalalallaa cccccccccccomomomomoomomomomoomomomoomoommmumumuumumuuumummu inininininininitiiitititttieseses
iin nn whwhicich h we wwwwwerererereeeeeeeee eneneee rorollllledededd...

ThThThe cuuuulttltl ururururruruu alaalalalalla dddddddivivivivivvvvererereerrere sissisisiisis tytytytytytyyyyyy
ofof theee pppplalalalaal neneneneneneeet t t ttt isisisis
coconsnstatatat ntntntttntlylylylyly
bebebeininnnggggg
ththt rerereeaatataatatenenenenenenennedeeeeeeee
bybybyb tttthhhehhe rrrrrecececececececcenenenenneneenntttttttt
ididideaeaea ooooof fff onnonnononne-e-e-e-eee sisisisisisiizezezezezeezeze--
fitfitfitfi s-s-s-alalalall l l l l teteteteteechchhhchchchchhnonnononononolololololoologigigigigigigigigigig cacacacacaacallllllll
sososos lululutititionononono s ss tototototo ttttttthehehehehehehh
prprprprpp obobobo lelelemsmssm wwwwwe e hahahahahahhhh vevevevevv cccccccccrererereereerrreatataaatatatatttata ededededededededdedddedededd.......
ThThThThe eee nnann turaal l didididd veveeveeeeev rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsititititititiiti y y y y yyyy ofofofoffofofoffofo ttttttttttthehehehehehehheheheheeh
plplplpplp ananana et sssugu gegesttss apapapappapapplplplplplplplplp icicicicicicicccataatatatatatttaa ioioioioioi nsnsnsnsnsnsnssns ooooooooooooofffff
tetetetett chchchchchc nononnononolololl gy andd ttthehehehee mmmmmmmatatatatatatererererreriaiiaiaaiaiaial llll l cucucucucucucucucuucultltlttltttltltlltltlttltl ururururururururrurururureeeeeeeeeeeeee
it produdududuucecccc s shoulddd aaaalslslslsl oooooo bebebeebb ddddddivvivivivivvererrerrerereerseseseseseesseesee.....
There arrrrre e mammmmm nyyyyyy Amemericacaansnsnssn tttttoddodododo ayayayayayy aaaaaadvdvdvdvdddvddvdvococcococcoccccccatatatattatattaaa ininininninnininiininggggggggg
this same viivivivivieweewewewew oooooff ffff teteteechchchnononololologygyyygy, sususuuuuus chchchchhhchch aaaaaaas sssss apapapapapapapapppprprprprrprprprppprpp opopopopoppopopopo riririrrrr atatattaattteeeeeee
technologies, pepepepeppermrmmmmmacacacaccululululultututututurerr s, andd ssssussustataat inininabbabababa lelelelele ttttttececccececchnhnhnhnhnhnhhnnhnh olololololologogoggogogyyyyy
development. Divvvvererererererseseesesesese llllllananananandsddsdssdscacacac pepep sss offoo er ddivvivi ereree sesese oooooppppppppppppppporororo tutut nininitititiiitiesesses
for material culture and tthehehehhhe eeexpxppxppprererereer sssss ioon nn n ofofof tttthehhh  natatururure-eee cucucucultltltltlturururu ee 
nexus. This is one of the practiicaaalll inininininiinsisisighghghghghgg tststssts fffffouooo nd iin n the ee
histories of the indigenous peoples of thehh AAAmememeerirriricaaacac nn nn n WeWWeW ststts .

Technology needs to play a role but we need to resituate 
technology and the rest of our cultural features in the naturee-
culture nexus. We need to exercise indigenous ingenuity—
what Curtis Kekahbah called “indigenuity.” We need to
undertake some radical indigenuity experiments in technology 
development, home building, infrastructure design, and 
how we lay out communities in such a way that we can live 
enriched lives in a spiritual, material, and social manner. 

The position is hardly anti-progress, rather it challenges the 
current anthropocentric measure of progress based on our
comfort, convenience, and consumer wealth. Exercises of 
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ininininninninii didididididididddidddd gegegegegegegegegeegeegeeeggg nnunununununnnnnnn itititttittitty yyy y yy yyy adadadadaa vavavavvaancnnn e ee sysyyyyststs ememme ss ofofffof llllllififififife-e-e-e enee hancement for 
prprprprprprprprprrpprppppppprppppppprrppp aiaiaaiaiaiiaiaiaaairririririririiririiiiriiirieesesesesessseseeeeeseeee ,,,,,,,, wewewewewwewewwwwww tltltltltltltltltlt ananananananaaa dddsdsdsdsdsdsdsd , , , , , momomomoounuunununuu tataat ininini s,s,s, dddesesesserererertstststs,, and the diverse life 

ththththththththhthththhthththhhhatatatataatatatatatattattatataataatata rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrresesesesesesesesesesssseseseseseseseee ididiidididdidiidididi esesesesessessesess iiiiiiiin n nn nn nn ththththhhthththtthttt esesesesesseseseeee ee enennnneneenvivivivvv roror nmnmmenene tstts. 

ThThTThThThThThThThThhhhhThThThThhTThTThhhhhhhhhT eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ememememememememememmemmemmmememmmemeeemee iininininininnnnnnnninninnnniiinii eneneneeennenennenennenennt t t tttttt eneneneneneeeee viviviviiiiiviviv rorororooror nmnmnmnmnmnmn enenenenene tatataalll histstorororrorriaiaiaiannnnnn Donald 
WoWoWoWoWoWoWWoWoWoWWWoWoWooooWWWoWoWoWWoWWoWWWWWWWWoWoWWoWWoWWWoooWoWooWWW rsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrsrrrsrssssstetetetetetetetteteetttetettetttt r rrrr r r rrrr hahahahahhahhahahaaahahahh sssssssss susususuuusussss ggggggggggggggggggeseseseesesse teteetetedd ddddd thhthaataa iin n thththhhee eee fafafafafaaceccc  of the 

ininininiininininniniiiinniiiiiininiinncrcrccrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrrrrc eededddedeedddedeeeedeededibibibbibibibibibiibiibibiibibbblelleleleleeleleelee eeeeeeeenvnvnvnvnvnvvnvnvvnn iriririrririi oonononono mmmememm ntnttalalaal ccriseeeeeessss nonononoow w upon the 
plplppllplplplpllpp ananananananananannanannanetetetetetteeeteeteeee , , ,, huhuuuuh mamamamamanknknkkn innnnnind d ddd nenenen edede s whhhwhatatataaaa hhhe called a 

“m“m“m“mmm“mm“mmoroorrrrooralalaaa eeeecocooononoonomymymyy.”.” III aaaagree aaaaanndndndnnn  suggest we 
nneeeededee lllooooo k kkk nnnon  furthhhhtherere  than the 

DDaDaDaDDaDD kokookotaa-,-,, LLakotota-a---, and 
NNaaaaNN kokkk tataa-s-s- peakaking peoples

ooofo ttheheheehe GGreaaat Plains, 
tthhhhe e e trtrtt ibi es now 

rrrerefeerrrrrrrrrrredee  tooo as the 
UUnUnUnUnU ititteddddedede SSSSSSioi uxxx Nations. 

ThThThThThhThTheeeyeyeyyy pppppppppososososooso ssesesesss  a 
wwowowowwworlrlrlrrldd-d-ddd-viviviviiewewewew ttthahahah t t emmmbodies 

exexexexacacctltltlyy whwhhhaataatt WWWWorsterr called 
ffofor—r a a mommommoraral l econnomyy—yy or more 

acacacccucucuraratetelly whatt shshououuuuulddldldd be called 
a moral eccolologogy.y.y TTTTTheheheheiiir cccultures

emboodidiedede fforor rreaae sososonsnsns oof f susuststaiainanabibiiiililiitytyytyy aaandndnddndd pppprararararr ctctcticicic lal life, an 
enenene hahhhahancncncncemememmenenenntt,t,t,tt, oooorrrr rr aa mmomomm raraall ll ececececononononomomomommy,y,yy,yyy bbbbasasasededed on a moral ecology
clearly embodied iin their language, customs, and habits.

I find nothing romantic or unrealistic in what elders from 
many different traditions have shared from their histories
about change and who we are as unique peoples. Of course,
we changed. We do not exist as artifacts frozen in time, as
“Indians-under-glass” for museum display. Our histories, even 
at their darkest moments, were not about what we lost or what
was done to us, but what we saved. We drew on the powers of 
place not as resources but understood and respected as 
relatives. We remain rich in relatives.

Our histories, even at their darkest 
moments, were not about what we lost 
or what was done to us, but what we 
saved. We drew on the powers of place 
not as resources, but understood and 
respected as relatives.
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LeLeL t’t’s sisituttt atee our lives backckk iiiintntnttnn oo thththhththheee e nananananan tuttuturarall 
wowowowoooowoooow rlrllrlrllllrlrlrlrlrlrllrlrlrlrlrllrr d d d dddd ddd bubububut t t t wiwiwiwithththth sssomomomomee ee huhhuhumimililiityy.. ItI sseee msms 
reeeasasasasasasasasssssasasssaasasssasssoooooooononoooooo ababblel  today to o liliststtenen—i—in n a a woworllrlr dddd filfilfi leled d 
wiww thth sso mumum chchh ppaiaiaa n,n  hopele essnneseseess,s,s,sss aaaandndnd ffffeeaear—r—r—r—r—r—r—rrr totototootottottoototototototototooo  
whwhwhatat llivivivining g trtrribibbalala tttthihihh nknkererere sss aananannnddd d wiwiiwiiwwwwiisdsdsdssds omomo -k-kkkkkk-kk-kkkk- eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ppepepepepepepepeppepepeppeerrrsrsrsrsssrsrsrrsrs 
cacan n n  tetetetelllll uuss s ababbabboouout ttt ththththeee imiimmpopopportrtanaananncecececce ooof fff cuuc ltltttivivivivatatattatattttattatttattttatttatattatttttttiiininninininininnininininiininininininniiinii g gg g g ggggggggggg aaaaaa aa a aaa aa
huhhuman maatuturirityytyyy. .. MaMMaMaybybybe e e ththt eeee kkekeekek y y totototo tttttheheheheheeheheee sssssssssssssssseeeeececececececccecccccccceeccece uruuuruururururururururururuurururitiitittititttitiititittyyyyyyyyyyy
soso ssouououughghhghghghttt t ouoououoouttt t bbybybybybyyy sssococcoccieieii tititiese toddoddayaay, sususuuuchchchchhhhhhchhhhhhhhhhch aaaaaaassssssss wawawaatetetettteteeeeer,r,r,r,r,r,rr,rrr,rr  
fofofoofoodododododod,,, , , sososososososososooocicicciciicciciciciiiiialalalallalalalalalalaa , , , ananananananaanananddddd ddd evevevvvveveveveneennneneenne hhomomomommmeleleleleleee ananannnnnnddddd dd dd ddd dd ssssessesesesesseseseseseseeseseesesesesecucucucuccuuuuuuuucuuucucucucucucuucuccucucccc rriririiiririiriririrrirririririr tytytytytyytyttytytytyttttytyyyyyyyyyy,,, , , ,,, , iiisisiisiisisisisisssssis 
foffofoofoooostststststtsterrerererereerinininininininng g g ggg gggg huhhhuuhuhuuhuhhuhuhuhh mamamaaaamamman nn nnnn nnnn mamamamamammaatutututututuririiiiriritytytyytytytyytyt iiiinn n nn ececececceccee ooolololoolloloo ogogogogogogoogiciciciiciiciciciccc lalalalallla aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaanndndndnndndndndnddnnd 
enenviviviivviiviviviviviroooorororonmnmnmmmmnmnmmmmmnmeneenennennnnnnnennennttatatatatataaatallllllllll hohohohoohohhohohomememememmeemememm lllalalallalalalaandnddndndnddddnndsss,s, iinn n thththhtheeeeeee ccocoooocoooc nnnntnttnnnn eexexexexxeexexttt tt tt ofoofofffffoofoofoof  
aaaaaaaaa a hhhhhhohohhohhohhh mememeeemeeelallllalalalalalalalaaandndndndndndndndndndddnnn mmmatatataturuuururururititttittti yy.y.y.y.y.y OOOOOOOOOuruururururr hhhhhumuummmmumananann eexixixixixxiixixiisststsststststenenenenenene ceceecceec  
isisiissss nnnnototototototototoot aaaaaalllllllllllll aaaabobobobobbb ut us. WWWWWWWWWhahahahahahahat t wwwwewwew nneeeee d dddd ararrarare e e sysyyyststtstememmmss
ofofoffofof llllliiififiife-e-e-ee enenennnhhahahahh ncncncncncnncememememee enent t eneennnnnnnncococoocccc urururuu agagininnnningggggg hohohohhohohh memmemeellalalaaanddndndndndnddndndnddd 
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Let’s situate our lives back into 
the natural world but with some 
humility. Let’s listen to what 
American Indian wisdom-keepers 
can teach us about building a 
moral economy, a moral ecology, 
and homeland maturity.
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Places to Learn More 
about American Indians 
and the Civil War
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Military Park 



National Parks   
www.nps.gov

Andersonville National Historic Site, Georgia

Andrew Johnson National Historic Site, Tennessee   

Antietam National Battlefield, Maryland

Appomattox Court House National Historical Park, Virginia  

Canyon de Chelly National Monument, Arizona

Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park, 
Georgia and Tennessee

Chickasaw National Recreation Area, Oklahoma  

Fort Scott National Historic Site, Kansas     

Fort Smith National Historic Site, Arkansas and Oklahoma

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park, Virginia   

Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
North Carolina and Tennessee   

Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, Montana                                                                                                                    

Manassas National Battlefield Park, Virginia  

Nicodemus National Historic Site, Kansas

Pea Ridge National Military Park, Arkansas

Petersburg National Battlefield, Virginia   
          
Pipestone National Monument, Minnesota  

Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site, Colorado

Vicksburg National Military Park, Mississippi    

Washita Battlefield National Historic Site, Oklahoma

Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield, Missouri

National Historic Landmarks   
www.nps.gov/history/nhl/

Bear River Massacre Site, Idaho
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Many Indians in the East and Midwest fought in 
the war hoping to retain the lands they still had. 
After the war, the US Army intensified its war on 
Indians and Indian lands in the West.
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In a war that 
freed enslaved 
African Americans, 
most Indian people 
fought to stay free 
in a land once 
theirs alone.
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