
New Trails Added to National Trails System 
On June 1, Secretary of the Interior 

Dirk Kempthorne designated 36 
trails in 24 states as new National Recre­
ation Trails, adding more than 800 miles 
of trails to the National Trails System. 

"The new trails joining the National 
Recreation Trail System illustrate the 
diversity of the country's pathways," 
Kempthorne said. "These remarkable 
resources provide outdoor recreational 
opportunities that include the chance to 

hike the rolling tundra of Alaska's back-
country, paddle an urban waterway in 
Milwaukee, bike an abandoned railway 
in Utah, ride an equestrian trail in 
Virginia or wander along a nature loop 
in Oklahoma." 

The announcement coincided with 
the 14th annual celebration of National 
Trails Day on June 3, 2006. Each of the 
trails inducted into the National Recre­
ation Trails System join a network of 

more than 900 trails encompassing 
more than 10,000 miles. 

The National Recreation Trails Pro­
gram is jointly administered by the 
NPS's Rivers, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program (RTCA) and the 
USDA Forest Service in conjunction 
with a number of other federal and non­
profit partners, notably American Trails, 
which hosts the National Recreation 
Trails website: www.americantrails.org/ 

nationalrecreationtrails. The RTCA is a 
community resource of the NPS. Visit 
www.nps.gov/rtca for more information. 

Secretary Kempthorne designated the 
following 36 trails as National Recre­
ation Trails: Alaska - Bird to Gird Path­
way and St. Paul Island High Bluffs Trail; 
Ark. - Josh Park Memorial Trail; Calif. -
Mountains to Sea Trail; D.C., Md., 

continued on page 10 

FROM THE D I R E C T O R 

Serving as the 
National Park 

Service Director 
has been the most 
rewarding experi­
ence of my life. 
What has made 
this experience so 
rewarding was the 
chance to work with an amazing 
group of professional employees in 
carrying out the mission of the 
National Park Service. I want to take 
this opportunity to thank you for 
allowing me to serve with you. You, 
the work that you do, and your com­
plete dedication to the stewardship 
and enjoyment of the parks have 
made me proud to be a part of the 
everlasting legacy of the National 
Park Service. 

But now, I have had to make a dif­
ficult decision, and I have decided to 
resign as your director to spend 
more time with my family, especially 
my parents and in-laws who have 
been having health issues. I will, 
however, continue to work with you 
for the next few months, working to 
finalize Management Policies, cele­
brate the NPS's 90th anniversary and 
finish several key projects. 

As I wrote to the President, and 
find very important to say to all of 
you also, is that it has been a privi­
lege to be entrusted with leading 
the National Park Service in pre­
serving and protecting America's 
national parks—some of the most 
beautiful lands, most significant 
sites and most treasured heritage of 
the nation. Our work has been 
based on the conviction that preser­
vation of the parks and their enjoy­
ment by present and future 
generations is one of the greatest of 
American undertakings. 

Thank you for always stepping 
up to the plate doing the most you 
can with limited resources and 
extremely complex challenges. 

As the National Park Service 
moves forward toward its 100th 
birthday, know that I will be there 
with you, assisting in any way that I 
can. National parks represent the 
soul of America and a gift to the 
world. Remember, you, the employ­
ees of the National Park Service, are 
its best asset! 

With my best regards and deep 
personal respect and appreciation, 

— Fran Mainella 

Editor's note: See page 11 for 
an additional message from 
NPS Director Mainella. 

Horace M. Albright Training Center is 
Rededicated Following Renovation 

On April 28, more than 100 people, 
including current and former 

Albright Training Center employees, 
gathered to rededicate the training cen­
ter after two years of renovation. The 
Horace M. Albright Training Center at 
the south rim of the Grand Canyon has 
been training employees to carry out the 
mission of the NPS since 1963. 

The Albright Training Center opened 
in Yosemite NP in 1957 and moved to the 
Grand Canyon six years later. Two studies 
conducted in the 1990's determined that 
it was in the best interests of the NPS to 
keep the training center in operation at 

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT: GRAND CANYON NP Supt. Joe Alston, Horace M. Albright t h e G r a n d C a n y ° n ^ d ^nds from the 
Training Center Supt. Constantine Dillon, Marian Schenck (Horace Albright's daughter), line-item construction program were 
NPS Chief of Training and Development Martha Aikens and retired NPS Chief of Training directed to the improvement of the 
and Development Ed Carlin cut the ribbon on the newly renovated training center. continued on page 3 

Lindenwald Mansion at Martin Van Buren NHS 
Reopens After Two-Year Preservation Project 
By Dan Dattilio, Superintendent, 
Martin Van Buren NHS 

On May 20, Martin Van Buren NHS 
was joined by communities from 

around the Albany, New York Capital 
District, to rededicate Lindenwald, the 
home and farm of the eighth United 
States president. After having been closed 
for over two years during a major preser­
vation 'project, there was much excite 
ment and anticipation for this reopening. 

Those attending the event and pro­
viding remarks included Mary Bomar, 
Northeast regional director; Bob Wors-
fold, president, Friends of Lindenwald; 
Joe Martens, president, Open Space 
Institute; and Doug McGivney, supervi­
sor, Town of Kinderhook. A 20-mem-
ber Boy Scout color guard marched 
into the ceremony to the music of the 
Coxsackie Athens Community Band. 
Over 250 invited guests, several navy 
veterans of the USS Lindenwald and 
the general public were in attendance. 
An open house and reception hosted by 
the Friends of Lindenwald followed the 
dedication ceremony. 

Lindenwald was closed for two years 
while it underwent a major preservation 
and mechanical upgrade project. In 
order to preserve Lindenwald for this 

HONORED GUESTS PARTICIPATE IN THE RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY for the 
reopening of Lindenwald on May 20. Pictured left to right: Joe Martens, president of 
the Open Space Institute; Bob Worsfold, president of the Friends of Lindenwald; 
Gordon Van Buren, (portraying President Van Buren); Mary Bomar, Northeast regional 
director; and Dan Dattilio, Martin Van Buren NHS superintendent. 

and future generations, the NPS installed 
a new roof and drainage system; a 
mechanical upgrade that will maintain a 
consistent temperature and relative 
humidity to protect the historic structure 
and extensive museum collection; and 
most unique, a state-of-the-art fire detec­
tion system 1,000 times more sensitive 

than a conventional smoke detector and 
a "mist" fire suppression system that uses 
dense fog instead of water spray to mini­
mize damage to resources. Now that the 
work is complete, the NPS will again 
provide the visiting public access to Lin­
denwald for guided tours through the 
end of October. 
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Focus on the Parks 
• The American bald eagle has claimed a 
momentous victory in its efforts to 
repopulate historic breeding grounds. 
Elated biologists watched as a bald eagle 
chick hatched unaided on Santa Cruz 
Island, off the coast of California on 
April 13. This event marks the first time 
in over 50 years that the birds have suc­
cessfully reproduced on the Channel 
Islands without the help of humans. The 
eagle pair responsible for this landmark 
event was a five-year-old male and a 
four-year-old female. Both parent birds 
were originally hatched as part of a cap­
tive breeding program at the San Fran­
cisco Zoo, then fostered into nests on 
Catalina Island in 2001 and 2002. 

The last-known successful nesting of 
a bald eagle on the Northern Channel 
Islands was in 1949 on Anacapa Island. 
Bald eagles disappeared from the Chan­
nel Islands by the early 1960's due to 
human impacts, primarily pollution. 
Millions of pounds of DDTs and PCBs 
released into the ocean off the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula between the 1940's 
and the 1970's continue to contaminate 
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the regional food web. The effects of 
these chemicals are magnified in the 
food chain, causing bald eagles to lay 
thin-shelled eggs that either dehydrate 
or break in the nest. 

"The success of this nest brings hope 
that we will reestablish bald eagles on 
the Channel Islands," said Channel 
Islands NP Supt. Russell Galipeau. "All 
Americans can share in the excitement 
of this historic event." On July 14, the 
bald eagle chick took its first flight. 

This bald eagle reintroduction study is 
part of the Montrose Settlements Restora­
tion Program (MSRP), a multi-agency 
program dedicated to restoring natural 
resources harmed by DDTs and PCBs 
released into the environment by 
Montrose Chemical Corporation and 
other industrial sources in Southern Cali­
fornia in the mid-20th century. MSRP is 
overseen by representatives from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, NPS, California Department of 
Fish and Game, California State Lands 
Commission and California Department 
of Parks and Recreation. Further informa­
tion on the Montrose Settlements 
Restoration Program can be found at: 
www.montroserestoration.gov. 

• Petrified Forest NP kicked off its cen­
tennial year celebrations with a Scientific 
Symposium held at the park in May. 
Over 50 national and international par­
ticipants attended the symposium. The 
meeting opened with a keynote speech 
on the history of paleontology at Petri­
fied Forest by Dr. Greg McDonald, the 
senior curator of natural history for the 
NPS. Dr. McDonald's speech was fol­
lowed by presentations from scientists in 
the areas of vertebrate paleontology, 
paleobotany, geology, archeology, eth­
nography and vegetation ecology. Partic­
ipants also enjoyed the opportunity to 
tour the Petrified Forest museum collec­
tions and the fossil preparation lab and 
participate in field trips into the park. 

Working with the Museum of Northern 
Arizona and the Petrified Forest Museum 
Association, park staff were able to publish 
both a paleontological and a natural/cul­
tural history research volume in honor of 
the centennial. Petrified Forest NP was 
created by President Theodore Roosevelt 
under the Antiquities Act in 1906. Visit 
www.nps.gov/pefo for further informa­
tion on centennial activities. 

• Ebey's Landing National Historical 
Reserve, a non-traditional NPS unit 
located on Whidbey Island in Washing­
ton State's Puget Sound region, has 
embarked on a prairie restoration proj­
ect involving several private and public 
partners and volunteer citizens from the 
region. Reclaiming three acres of an 
abandoned farm field, the NPS, the 
Native Plant Society, Au Sable Institute, 
Northwest Indian School, Edmonds 
Community College staff and students, 
Coupeville and Sedro-Woolley High 
School students, the Gardner School 
and The Nature Conservancy have 
worked together over the past three 
years to plow and plant over 20,000 
plugs of native grasses and forbs. 

"This project is a great source of satis­
faction to everyone who works on it," said 
Leigh Smith, resource management spe­
cialist at the reserve, "and we have a simi­
lar effort underway at San Juan Island 
National Historical Park." The reserve's 

ALLEGHENY PORTAGE RAILROAD NHS PARK RANGER Greg Zaborowski 
(left) and Park Ranger Doug Bosley (right) engage students in a hands-on 
demonstration of log hewing. 

A llegheny Portage Railroad 
NHS, in partnership with the 

Pennsylvania Highlands Community 
College, hosted Coal Mining and 
Meet the Author Day on March 29 as 
part of the One Book, One Commu­
nity Reading Program. Over 575 
middle school students from Cambria 
County participated in the event by 
reading the book, The Breaker Boys, 
by author Pat Hughes. 

In addition to meeting the author, 
students saw ranger-led demonstra­
tions of log hewing and stone cut­
ting, a mining demonstration by the 
Windber Coal Heritage Center and, 
in a park-to-park partnership, two 
mules from the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal NHP were on hand to help 
demonstrate to the students how 
mules worked in the mines and on 
the Main Line Canal. • 

cultural landscape is comprised of working 
farms, historic residences and businesses 
that tell the story of Pacific Northwest set-
dement and development. The prairie 
restoration effort was designed not to 
have an impact on the farmers making a 
living in the reserve today. 

• On June 6, park staff and Student 
Conservation Association interns from 
Canaveral NS assisted biologists from the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission and the animal rescue team 
from SeaWorld of Orlando to release two 
manatees into Mosquito Lagoon. The 
injured mother and her two-year-old calf 
had been rescued by the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission last 

July from the lagoon near the cities of 
Edgewater and Oak Hill. 

The 1,100-pound mother, named 
"Wave," had apparently been struck by 
a watercraff, resulting in broken ribs 
and a punctured lung. The injury 
caused her to float heavily on one side. 
Her 685-pound calf, "Spout," was 
uninjured, but calves usually stay 
with their mothers for two years or 
longer, so SeaWorld's animal care unit 
took both manatees into their care 
until Wave fully recovered. The mana 
tees were released simultaneously from 
the boat ramp at Canaveral NS's north 
district. They are branded E7 and E8 
and have implanted chips for identifica­
tion purposes. • 

The Secret Behind the Parks of 
Enchantment Exhibit Unveiled 

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT: CARLSBAD CAVERNS NP GUIDES Amy Eberhart Roe-
mer, Rob Lorenz, Shannan Marcak, Terry Burton and Hugh Hawthorne with The Secret 
Behind the Parks of Enchantment exhibit they created in honor of the Antiquities Act 
and New Mexico's national park units. Not pictured: Dave Thomas. 

By Shannan Marcak, Park Guide, 
Carlsbad Caverns NP 

On April 10, the NPS unveiled a 
traveling exhibit, entitled The 

Secret Behind the Parks of Enchantment, 
dedicated to New Mexico's national 

park units and their importance in the 
story of the Antiquities Act of 1906. 
This important piece of legislation 
created the designation of the national 
monument. It also gave the president, 

continued on page 5 
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Restoration Program Helps Young Peregrine Falcons 
NPS and WV Division of Natural 

Resources (DNR) biologists have 
been "hacking" peregrine falcons within 
New River Gorge NR as part of a multi-
year restoration program for the species 
this summer. "Hacking is the process of 
placing young falcons in a structure and 
caring for the birds in a manner that min­
imizes human exposure until they are 
mature enough to fly," explained Matt 
Varner, NPS wildlife biologist. "The arti­
ficial aerie or hack box simulates nesting 
and feeding conditions on steep rock 
cliffs—prey is dropped into the box 
through a tube so the birds don't see or 
associate people with the food. This cage­
like structure also protects the birds from 
predators during the pre flight period, 
while allowing them to acclimate to and 
imprint on the Gorge. When they are 
ready to 'fledge' (fly), they are released 
from the box, but will return for occa­
sional feedings until their hunting skills 
allow them to survive on their own." 

Peregrine falcons began to decline in 

the 1950's because of pesticide use, which 
disrupted eggshell formation and led to 
nest failure. "The species was officially list­
ed as federally endangered from 1970 
until 1999 when recovery objectives were 
met in most regions," said Jack Wallace, 
DNR environmental resources specialist. 
"However, peregrine falcons are still very 
rare in the eastern U.S. and only one pair 
of peregrines is known to be nesting in 
West Virginia this year." 

To begin the restoration project at 
New River Gorge NR, young birds 
were taken from nests built on bridges 
in Virginia. These were excellent candi­
dates for hacking because of the poor 
survival rates of chicks reared in bridge 
nests due to premature fledging over 
open water and collisions with vehicles. 
Hacking experts from the Center for 
Conservation Biology at the College of 
William and Mary performed nest 
removals and transport of the nestlings 
to West Virginia. 

"We are also indebted to employees at 

TWO YOUNG PEREGRINE FALCONS in a hack box as part of a multi-year 
restoration program for the species. 

Shenandoah National Park and the 
Virginia Game and Inland Fisheries 
Department. They have gone out of 
their way to expedite the transport of 

the birds from Virginia to West Vir­
ginia," emphasized both Matt and Jack. 

continued on page 10 

Ninety Six NHS Hosts 225th Siege Anniversary 

ERIC SCITES OF "FAIREWYNDS," an authentic 18th-century traveling troupe from 
Ohio that performs music, storytelling and magic of the 1700's, presents a program at 
a 225th anniversary celebration entitled "The Siege of Ninety Six: Struggle for the 
Star" at Ninety Six NHS. 

By Eric Williams, Chief Park Ranger/ 
Historian, Ninety Six NHS 

For the past six years, the NPS has led 
the nation in celebrating the Revolu­

tionary War. With the theme "The Amer­
ican Revolution 225th Anniversary, 
Lighting Freedom's Flame," many Revo­
lutionary War parks have hosted special 
events. On the weekend of May 20 and 
21, Ninety Six NHS hosted a celebration 
entitled "The Siege of Ninety Six: Strug­
gle for the Star" to commemorate the 
famous 28-day siege in May and June of 
1781. Although the siege and subsequent 
final assault on June 18, 1781 failed to 
dislodge the Loyalists from the star fort, 
they soon after retreated to their strong­
hold in Charlestown, S.C. Within four 
months, the British forces would surren­
der to General Washington and the Amer­
ican allies at Yorktown—the final major 
battle of the American Revolution. 

Among the best preserved of the 

American Revolutionary War sites, 
Ninety Six NHS contains the original 
earthen walls of the Loyalists' star fort. 
The site also preserves the only remain­
ing mine from the Revolutionary War, 
built with the intent of tunneling under 
the fort to unleash an explosion and 
create an opening in the fort's defenses. 
The mine and siege trenches were dug 
under the direction of the Polish 
military engineer Colonel Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko, who was one of the first 
Europeans to volunteer to aid the 
American revolutionary cause in 1776. 

Visitors from throughout the region 
enjoyed a wide variety of activities at the 
park over the weekend. Approximately 
175 reenactors portraying British and 
American soldiers were encamped at the 
site. Military camp life demonstrations, 
musket and artillery firing and living his­
tory demonstrations were part of the 
activities. Music of the 1700's, portrayals 

of siege leaders, ranger-led walks and 
other period events gave the scene a 
vibrancy. On Saturday, a commemorative 
wreath-laying ceremony took place, led 
by the Sons, Daughters and Children of 
the American Revolution and park 
rangers. This event, along with a keynote 
address by Ninety Six NHS Supt. Tim 
Stone, added a poignant and somber 
moment to the special celebration. Over 
the course of the weekend, about 3,000 
visitors attended the event, including 
many extended families with children. 

The weather proved favorable through­
out the weekend, but as the event was 
concluding on Sunday afternoon, a severe 
thunderstorm brought heavy rain and 
gusting winds up to 50 mph. Several trees 
were felled along with many heavy limbs 
and branches. Many of the reenactor tents 
were blown over in the "micro burst," but 
fortunately no one was injured. In the 
storm's aftermath, park staff spent the 
next several days cleaning up downed 
limbs and damaged trees. 

NPS staff from nearby Revolutionary 
War parks including Cowpens NB, 
Kings Mountain NMP and Moores 
Creek NB assisted with the weekend's 
activities. In addition, over 30 volun­
teers, including local Boy Scouts, 
helped with visitor parking, first-aid sta­
tions and visitor services. • 

Horace M. Albright 
Training Center 
continued from front page 

center. The renovation made improve­
ments to health and safety, energy effi­
ciency and training capability. The 
residence units have been completely re­
done with interior insulated walls, all new 
heating systems, fire sprinklers, tele­
phones and conversion from shared bed­
rooms to one-person studios. Changes to 
Kowski Hall included added classroom 
space, new heating and cooling systems, 
fire sprinklers, state-of-the-art audiovisual 
and distance learning capabilities and 
improved energy efficiency. New wayside 
exhibits and interior exhibits explain 
the purpose and history of the training 
center for students and Grand Canyon 
NP visitors. 

Among the guests were Horace 
Albright's daughter Marian Schenck 
and her husband, Roswell, former NPS 
chiefs of training Tom Thomas and Ed 
Carlin, former Albright Superintendent 
and Regional Director Jim Coleman 
and retired Regional Director and 
Eastern National and E&rAA Board 
Chair John Cook. E&AA was instru­
mental in acquiring donations of park 
artwork to decorate the new resi­
dences. E8cAA members can see the 
renovations for themselves at the 
E8cAA Reunion to be held at Grand 
Canyon NP in October 2006. • 

Benefactors 
The following donations were 
received this quarter. Thank you 
for your support. 

Ronald Galente 
Doyle Nelson 
Temple Reynolds 
Paul Smith 
Kara Wall 

In memory of Randy Jones 
Michael Caldwell 

In memory of Robert Orlando 
Karen Trevino 
Friends of Hawai'i Volcanoes 

National Park 

Hurricane Relief Fund Donor List 
John Cook 
Denis Galvin 
Nancy Lawson 
Eleanor Long 
Kristine Reidenbach 
Bonnie Semro 
Darla Sidles 
Charles Edison Fund 
Friends of Edison NHS 

'.PS 

NPS 
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Kudos and Awards 
• The American Planning Association's 
(APA) Federal Planning Division honored 
two NPS projects as part of the 2005 APA 
Awards Program. For Outstanding Sus­
tainable Planning or Design Project, the 
APA awarded The Lewis and Clark 
Transportation System in Oregon and 
Washington for its "comprehensive and 
interdisciplinary approaches to problem 
solving with an emphasis on conserva­
tion." Local communities and stakehold­
ers in the Lower Columbia River region 
developed and implemented a regional 
visitor transportation system to manage 
the large influx of bicentennial visitors in 
2003 through 2006, while serving local 
community needs. The sustainable trans­
portation system designed and imple­
mented from this project will support 
local economies and serve the transporta­
tion needs for visitors and residents long 
after the bicentennial festivities end. 

For Outstanding Collaborative Plan­
ning Project or Program, the APA award­
ed The Mount Rainier Transportation 
Corridor Project in Washington for 
"providing an exemplary exploration of 
using public participation as a tool to find 
solutions for regional planning issues." 
The project identified partnership oppor­
tunities between corridor communities 
and land managing agencies, and shaped 
a shared vision for sustainable tourism 
and economic development. The part­
nerships forged during the corridor stud­
ies are continuing to work collaboratively 
to implement the shared regional vision 
that was developed. 

• Phillip Portillo, motor vehicle opera­
tor, Grand Canyon NP, was selected as 
the winner of the 2005 Franklin G. Smith 
Award for Workforce Excellence. The 
award was created by the NPS Inter-
mountain Region (IMR) in 2002 and is 
given each year to recognize a supervisor 
in one of the national parks in the IMR 
who has demonstrated exemplary efforts 
in advancing the workforce enhancement 
goals of the IMR Phil has played an 
important role as part of Grand Canyon 
NP's recruitment team. 

• Michele Proce, branch chief, Park 
Improvement Programs, received the 
DOI Honor Award for Superior Service 
at a meeting of the Servicewide Mainte­
nance Advisory Committee in Washing­
ton, D.C. The award was presented to 
recognize Michele for her achievements 
and contributions to NPS facility man­
agement programs and workforce diver­
sity goals. 

• On May 4, the 63rd Annual Depart­
ment of Interior Awards Convocation was 
held in Washington, D.C. Among the 
awards conferred during the ceremony 
were nine valor awards to NPS employees. 

The nine recipients were: Jason P. 
Bauwens and Rob Pilewski, Sequoia 
NP: In recognition of the heroic act they 
undertook attempting to save the lives of 
the members of Boy Scouts of America 
Troop No. 1 of St. Helena, Calif, who 
were struck by lightning on July 28,2005 
at Sandy Meadow in Sequoia NP. Kevin 
D. Hammonds, Glacier NP: In recogni­
tion of his act of heroism in saving the life 
of a three-year-old child in the Middle 
Fork of the Flathead River. Oliver S. 
Johnson, Washington Monument: In 
recognition of his courageous actions, 
which resulted in the protection of his 
crew member from possible harm and 
danger. Irvin Brad McDougal, Mam­
moth Cave NP: In recognition of his self­
less actions in saving the life of a man who 

was threatening suicide. Roger W. Myers 
and Kenneth L. Thompson, Badlands 
NP: In recognition of their outstanding 
contribution to the NPS by saving the 
lives of William and Anne Byrne, of Mar­
tin, S. Dak. Ryan R. Regnell, Lake Mead 
NRA: In recognition of the heroic actions 
performed at Lake Mead NRA, which 
resulted in saving eight lives. Matthew E. 
Stokely, Death Valley NP: In recognition 
of the heroic actions performed at Death 
Valley NP on Aug. 15, 2004, which 
resulted in saving a life. 

• At the NPS Northeast Region Superin­
tendents' Conference in April, New River 
Gorge NRSupt. Cal Hite was named the 
region's Superintendent of the Year and 
received the region's Natural Resource 
Stewardship Award. Both awards recog­
nized his efforts to protect the park from 
potential adverse effects of two proposed 
housing developments in Fayette County. 

Northeast Regional Director Mary 
Bomar cited Cal's commitment to the 
1978 legislation that established New Riv­
er Gorge NR and directed the NPS to 
work with local government officials to 
insure that zoning laws or ordinances 
would aid in preserving the natural, scenic 
and historic values "in and around the 
New River Gorge." The region's 2005 
Superintendent of the Year "has done 
everytifrng in his power to persuade both 
developers and officials to design these 
areas with no adverse impact to park 
resources, including the viewshed," she 
said. In presenting the region's 2005 Nat­
ural Resource Stewardship Award to Cal, 
she praised his ability to utilize determina­
tions of the park's nationally and globally 
significant resources to inform the public 
of how important the park's resources are 
to the nation and the world. 

• In April, the NPS's Plarming, Envi­
ronment and Public Comment 
(PEPC) System received the 2006 
National Environmental Excellence 
Award in the Best Available Environmen­
tal Technology Category at the National 
Association of Environmental Profession­
als (NAEP) conference. The award notes 
that "the PEPC system is a significant 
achievement and demonstrated success 
for receiving and addressing the hundreds 
of thousands of comments NPS is receiv­
ing from the public on important pro­
posed projects and related environmental 
issues. The development of this tool and 
the improvement in broad compliance 
application of the innovative technology 
to reduce project delays and increase 
environmental analysis of projects by the 
NPS PEPC team demonstrates significant 
national environmental excellence and 
due recognition by NAEP." 

• On May 12, NPS Deputy Director 
Steve Martin honored recipients of the 
Volunteer Accessibility Achievement 
Award and the George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
Awards for Outstanding Volunteer 
Service. This year's Volunteer Accessibility 
Achievement Award was presented to the 
Americorps Volunteers for their assis­
tance to White Sands NM in the 
construction of the new 900-foot wheel­
chair-accessible Interdune Boardwalk. Dr. 
Donald Johnson is this year's recipient of 
the George Hartzog Volunteer Award. 
Dr. Johnson is a metallurgist and has been 
a longtime volunteer with the NPS' 
Submerged Resources Center in New 
Mexico. His innovative research on deter­
mining metal corrosion rates from analysis 
of concretion provides a minimum-
impact, cost-effective methodology that 

will have wide use not only throughout 
the NPS, but is applicable to historic iron 
and steel shipwrecks worldwide. 

The George Hartzog Volunteer Group 
Award was presented to Lowell Canal-
waters Cleaners for the efforts of their 
over 150 volunteers who contributed 
nearly 2,000 hours to clean out the rafts of 
trash and refuse that stagnate especially at 
locks and gates at Lowell NHP. This year's 
recipient of the George Hartzog Park VIP 
Program Award is the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal NHP VLP Program. In 
2005, volunteers contributed 46,536 
hours, and the number of volunteers 
increased from 2,396 to 2,746. 

The George B. Hartzog, Jr. Awards for 
Outstanding Volunteer Service were 
established in 2002 to recognize the 
commitment of the Service's most out­
standing volunteers. The National Acces­
sibility Achievement Award Program was 
initiated in the fall of 1998 to recognize 
outstanding accomplishments that result 
in greater opportunities for visitors with 
disabilities to enjoy national parks. 

• In April, Acadia NP Deputy Supt. Len 
Bobinchock was presented a Meritorious 
Service Award for his contributions to the 

NPS. In addition to his role as "chief of 
operations," Len has been the primary 
leader in developing the Island Explorer 
transportation system to serve Mount 
Desert Island communities and Acadia 
NP as called for in the park's 1992 Gen­
eral Management Plan. 

Len was mstrumental in enlisting 15 
partners to participate in the concept, 
shaping the direction of the Island Explor­
er, supervising consultants and guiding the 
process to achieve the successful system 
that exists today. To date over 1.8 million 
riders have used the buses, eUminating an 
estimated 663,000 vehicles and 42 tons of 
pollutants from the park. The Island 
Explorer system is considered the most 
successful alternative transportation sys­
tem in any national park in the U.S. Much 
of the system's success is attributable to 
Len's vision, guidance and hard work. 

• NPS Director Fran Mainella present­
ed Northeast Regional Director Mary 
Bomar with a Meritorious Service 
Award in April for her performance as 
superintendent of Independence NHP 
(INHP). Mary successfully resolved 
controversy concerning the future of 
the President's House site adjacent to 

VIP Awarded for Volunteer Service 

VESTER MARABLE, VOLUNTEER AT TUSKEGEE AIRMEN NHS, was awarded 
the President's Volunteer Service Award pin in April. 

By Christine Biggers, Park Banger, 
Tuskegee Airmen NHS 

Vester Marable, 16-year-old VIP at 
Tuskegee Airmen NHS, was the 

official greeter for President George 
W. Bush as he disembarked Air Force 
One at Maxwell Air Force Base, Mont­
gomery, Ala., on April 19. President 
Bush was in Tuskegee to meet with cit­
izens on the campus of Tuskegee Uni­
versity. Bush arrived via Marine One at 
Moton Field, Tuskegee Airmen NHS. 
Moton Field was the location of basic 
and primary flight training for the 
Tuskegee Airmen during WWII. 

Vester was selected to receive the 
President's Volunteer Service Award 
pin for his outstanding service to the 
park and Tuskegee community. Vester 
has volunteered at Tuskegee Airmen 
NHS since it opened in August 2002. 
During that time, he has learned the 
Tuskegee Airmen story, provided ori­
entation tours to park visitors, support­
ed various special events and promotes 
the site wherever he goes. In addition, 
Vester developed the site's first-ever 
Junior Ranger Program booklet. He 
also volunteers with the Tuskegee Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
George Washington Carver Arts and 
Crafts Festival. In addition, Vester 

founded a student organization at 
Booker T. Washington High School 
called the Tuskegee Student Better­
ment Council, which helps students 
improve academic performance and 
encourages community service. 

"It was very exciting," said Vester 
after receiving his award. "To get a call 
on your cell phone from the White 
House is like no other feeling you can 
imagine.... The first call was to tell me 
I was nominated for the award, but it 
was not until [a few days later] that I 
received the call that confirmed I had 
won the award. It was a good feeling 
to have him recognize me." 

In 2002, President Bush called on all 
Americans to make a clifference in their 
communities through volunteer serv­
ice. He created the USA Freedom 
Corps to strengthen and expand vol­
unteer service. USA Freedom Corps 
also highlights youth volunteer service. 
The award is available to youth, ages 
14 and under, who have completed 50 
or more hours of volunteer service; to 
individuals 15 and older who have 
completed 100 or more hours; and 
to families or groups who have 
completed 200 or more hours. Visit 
www.presidentialserviceawards.gov for 
more information. • 
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