
• In 2018, Anacostia Park, a national
park in the heart of Washington, D.C.,
that offers fun, learning, and inspiration
on the banks of the Anacostia River, turns
100 years old. A dynamic group of local
organizations, District and state agencies,
and the National Park Service have joined
forces to launch the Year of the Anacos-
tia, a yearlong invitation to honor history,
celebrate progress, and enjoy the Anacos-
tia River and its surroundings while envi-
sioning an inspiring future. Throughout
the year, organizations are invited to host
events, activities, programs, and projects
along the Anacostia River to celebrate the
ecological restoration, economic growth,
and community unity that surrounds the
Anacostia watershed. 

“Thanks to the vision of those who
came before us, Anacostia Park was pre-
served for us and future generations to
enjoy,” said Tara Morrison, Anacostia
Park superintendent. “As we honor the
park’s history, we have the opportunity
to unite and uplift Anacostia Park into
the signature park it was destined to be.” 

In 2018, the nation commemorates
the bicentennial of the birth of Frederick
Douglass, whose historic home lies in the
heart of the Anacostia neighborhood; we
will cheer the completion of D.C.
Water’s Anacostia River Tunnel, which
will substantially improve the water 
quality of the river; D.C. Department of
Energy and Environment and the Na-
tional Park Service will make a final de-
cision on the most effective way to clean
up the Anacostia riverbed; and Major
League Baseball will host its All-Star
game at Nationals Park on the banks of
the Anacostia. 

“I truly believe that there is a vibrant
future ahead for Anacostia River,” said
Brenda Richardson, Ward 8 resident and
interim managing director of the Earth
Conservation Corps, a nonprofit that
leads community-focused projects for at-
risk youth. “As we unite to celebrate the
Year of the Anacostia, my hope is to en-
courage young people to appreciate and
care for the natural resources that are

right in their backyard, so that future
generations can enjoy the Anacostia
River in ways we couldn’t.”

Throughout 2018, you are encouraged
to Find Your Park and be a part of the
Year of the Anacostia. For more informa-
tion, visit www.yearoftheanacostia.com.
Anacostia Waterfront Trust, Anacostia
Watershed Society, D.C. Department of
Energy and Environment, Groundwork
DC, Friends of Kenilworth Aquatic Gar-
dens, Anacostia Coordinating Council,
D.C. Water, Earth Conservation Corps,
11th Street Bridge Park, Prince George’s
County City Council, Smithsonian Ana-
costia Community Museum, Council of
the District of Columbia, Metropolitan
Washington Council of Governments’
Anacostia Watershed Restoration Partner-
ship, Anacostia Riverkeeper, and the Na-
tional Park Service are the organizations
working together to plan and promote
the Year of the Anacostia. 

• On Jan. 8, 2018, President Donald
Trump signed H.R. 267 into law. H.R.
267, the “Martin Luther King , Jr. Na-
tional Historical Park Act,” redesignates
Martin Luther King, Jr. National His-
toric Site as Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historical Park. “I am so
proud that we were able to work in a bi-
partisan, bicameral manner to establish
Georgia’s first national historical park in
Dr. King’s name and legacy before what
would be his 89th birthday and the 50th
anniversary of his tragic assassination. I
hope that this moment will serve as a 
reminder of the constant work to 
realize Dr. King’s dream of building the
Beloved Community—a community at
peace with itself and our neighbors,” said
U.S. Representative John Lewis, who
first introduced legislation four years ago
to create what would become Georgia’s
first national historical park.

• Obed WSR added 161 acres within
the park’s legislative boundary through
a donation by Mary Ann Gibbons, a for-
mer resident of East Tennessee. The
Gibbons family immediately fell in love
with the beauty and grandeur of the
Obed River, acquiring the land more
than 50 years ago. The protection of its
spectacular scenery and biodiversity has
been a crucial goal for them. Over the
years, they worked directly with the Ten-
nessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
and the Nature Conservancy to protect
the land parcel.

The property contains over two miles of
river frontage along the heart of the Obed
River, which includes some of the park’s
most notable rapids, such as “Widow-
maker” and “Keep Right.” It features
some of the highest cliffs in the park, river-
side cascades, major waterfalls, sandstone
arches and chimneys, mature hardwood
and hemlock forests, and a remarkable di-
versity of plant and animal species. The
property dominates the view from many
overlooks along the Obed segment of 
the Cumberland Trail and was featured
prominently in the park’s award-winning
film, The Obed: Find Yourself Here.

“By donating the largest addition to the

park in 30 years, this generous donation
by the Gibbons family demonstrates their
longstanding commitment to the protec-
tion of the Obed River and desire to en-
sure that this special place will remain a
part of our nation’s public lands open to
all who want to experience its beauty and
sense of wildness,” said Superintendent
Niki Stephanie Nicholas.

• All roads, trails, and beaches at Virgin
Islands NP were declared open on Dec.
20, 2017, one hundred and five days
after Hurricane Irma ravaged the island
of St. John. The park was excited to wel-
come visitors back, just in time for the
holiday season when many tourists visit
the islands. All of the park’s beaches had
been checked for underwater debris, and
mooring buoys had been assessed.

“We’ve reached a major milestone at
Virgin Islands National Park,” said Act-
ing Supt. Darrell Echols at the time of
the reopening. “This was a huge under-
taking. Over the last three months, a
host of federal employees from the 
National Park Service, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, and US Forest Service
have spent countless hours working with
the park’s permanent staff to get us to
where we are today. The Friends of Vir-
gin Islands National Park contributed a
crew of sawyers to help with the trails,
and carpenters, electricians, and a host of
other skilled responders repaired em-
ployee housing and other facilities. This
has been a job well done!”

“Virgin Islands National Park is an im-
portant part of the community. It helps
preserve the natural beauty of the islands,
generates millions of dollars in tourism,
and ensures tourists and locals have recre-
ational opportunities that the Virgin Is-
lands are known for around the world,”
said Assistant Secretary of Insular Areas
Doug Domenech. “I’m incredibly proud
of the team at the National Park Service
for their tireless work getting the beaches,
trails, and visitors facilities up and run-
ning after the hurricanes.” The National
Park Service is an important economic
engine in the USVI, attracting more than
a half a million visitors in 2016 and sup-
porting 900 jobs in the community. Vis-
itors spent $70 million and helped
support $34 million in labor and more
than $90 million in economic output.

To keep updated on the recovery, 
follow the park on Facebook at  https:
//www.facebook.com/virginislandsNPS/.

• Washita Battlefield NHS is a sacred
place because of what happened there on
November 27, 1868. The park is com-
memorating the anniversary of the Battle
of the Washita with a variety of activities
and special events leading up to the sesqui-
centennial in November 2018. The park’s
events page provides information about
art workshops, family activities, special
ranger programs, speakers, presentations,
and other events that will highlight this
unique park. The schedule of programs
and special events for the 2018 year 
can be found at www.nps.gov/waba/
planyourvisit/calendar.htm. 

Also providing a learning opportunity is
a visit to the 150th Historical Chronology
webpage where events on the Great Plains
are chronicled as they happened 150 years
ago. The chronology exemplifies how
those events led to the Washita attack in
1868. The 150th Historical Chronology
can be found at www.nps.gov/waba/
learn/historyculture/chronology.htm.
The sesquicentennial of the Washita attack
is an opportunity to create a sense of place,
share multiple perspectives, provoke 
cultural understanding, support healing
and reconciliation, and remain relevant
today and into the future.

• Sagamore Hill NHS is currently fea-
turing an exhibit at the Old Orchard Mu-
seum that honors Theodore Roosevelt’s
legacy as a hunter-conservationist. The
exhibit, entitled Conservation from Here,
pairs original artwork by artist Joseph
Rossano with historic artifacts from 
the Sagamore Hill collection that reflect
Roosevelt’s fondness for wildlife and the
outdoors. Rossano’s five eye-catching
pieces hang in the front hall of the mu-
seum. They depict a bear, a deer, a bison,
a pronghorn, and an elk and are based on
etchings on one of Theodore Roosevelt’s
rifles. The images were rendered onto
wood that came from a recently fallen
copper beech tree at Sagamore Hill. The
ink used to create the artwork was made
from the tree’s bark.

Exhibited with the artwork are numer-
ous objects that highlight Roosevelt’s life
as a naturalist. A rarely seen set of birds
that were stuffed by TR as a child sits
next to his pith helmet from his post-
presidential African expedition. Artifacts
from the Roosevelt Home have been
placed on display for close-up viewing,
such as the elephant foot wastepaper 
basket and walrus tusk cribbage board
from the North Room.

Conservation from Here provides con-
text to questions frequently asked by vis-
itors to Sagamore Hill such as “Why did
TR kill all these animals?” and “How can
he be both a hunter and a conservation-
ist?” Roosevelt carried an intense curios-
ity about the natural world throughout
his life. Over time, his opinions about
hunting and conservation changed. 

“TR was first and foremost a natural-
ist,” notes Sagamore Hill’s curator,
Susan Sarna. “This passion for all things
natural drove his lifelong agenda to 
protect and preserve lands and animal
species.” Because modern tranquilizers
did not yet exist, one of the only ways
that naturalists could closely study ani-
mals beyond field observation was to kill
them. Though TR hunted for sport, he
saw hunters as stewards of the environ-
ment and promoted fair chase hunting
laws and ethics. As president, he con-
served over 230 million acres of public
land to provide for the protection, man-
agement, and appreciation of wildlife.

The artwork and historic objects will
be on exhibit at the Old Orchard 
Museum at Sagamore Hill NHS until
spring 2018.
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NPS Green &
Gray Report
The National Park Service Green 
& Gray Report Now Available—
The National Park Service recently
launched a new e-newsletter in August
2017. The Green & Gray Report is a
tool for sharing brief, timely, and 
newsworthy content with employees, 
partners, friends, stakeholders, the
media, and anyone who is interested 
in keeping up with the National Park
Service. The report is published weekly.
To subscribe to this weekly report, visit
w ww. n p s . g o v / a b o u t u s / n e w s /
green-and-gray-report.htm. n
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• The NPS recently announced the win-
ners of the 2017 Oratorical Contest at
Frederick Douglass NHS. More than 60
students in grades 1-12 participated in
the contest in which each student se-
lected an excerpt from a Douglass speech
and memorized it. They then presented
their speech from a stage at the site. Each
student received a certificate and a spe-
cial bicentennial edition of Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an Ameri-
can Slave. 

In February 2018, the top placehold-
ers will be invited back to the site to par-
ticipate in the Frederick Douglass
Bicentennial birthday event, where they
will receive additional recognition for
their accomplishments and their school’s
participation. The contest is an annual
event that has provided opportunities for
students for 30 years. To see a list of the
recent winners, visit www.nps.gov/frdo/
learn/news/and-the-winners-are.htm,
and to learn more about the contest, visit
www.nps.gov/frdo/learn/kidsyouth/
oratorical-contest.htm.

• An eight-month project to replace the
roofs and repair cracked marble at the
Lincoln Memorial began in January
2018. The memorial will remain open
for the duration of the project, though
some areas will be inaccessible.

The flat upper and lower roofs of the
memorial were last replaced 20 years ago
and are starting to fail. Incoming water is

staining the interior walls of the memo-
rial, most noticeably on the southeast
wall. A sound roof is one of the most im-
portant ways to protect and preserve a
historic building, and the new roofs will
be constructed with five layers to keep the
interior dry and watertight. From interior
to exterior, the roofs will be composed of:
hollow clay terracotta tile, concrete deck-
ing, a hot rubberized asphalt membrane,
rigid insulation, and slate pavers.

The project will also repair the white
marble at the four corners of the memo-
rial’s penthouse level, damaged during
the 2011 earthquake. Overall, the con-
dition of the stone is good, but there are
isolated cracks and fractures requiring re-
pair, as well as open mortar joints allow-
ing moisture to penetrate. Broken glass
in the skylights above the statue and the
decorative metal and marble ceiling will
also be replaced as part of the work.

Access to the front (east side) of the
memorial, including the steps, chamber
with the statue of Abraham Lincoln, ex-
hibit area, restrooms, and elevator, will re-
main open to the public during the
construction. However, for visitor and
contractor safety, the north, west, and
south sides of the stylobate walkway (the
base level of the memorial that the
columns rest on) will be closed, as will the
terrace level (grass and gravel path just
below the columns). During the work,
the lower roof and attic frieze will be cov-
ered by a white fabric tent-like structure
that will be visible from ground level.

Staging for the $2.85 million Lincoln
Memorial roof replacement and masonry
repair project began on January 2, and
the work is expected to be completed by
late summer. This is the first phase of a
$25 million restoration of the Lincoln
Memorial, which will include expanded
exhibit and public use areas, funded in
part by an $18.5 million donation from
businessman and philanthropist David
M. Rubenstein.

• In 2017, Big Bend NP had its busiest
year on record. With 442,641 visitors
coming to the park, this surpassed even
2016’s visitation, which saw 388,290
people coming to the park during the
National Park Service Centennial year.
This accounts for a 14 percent increase
from the previous year.

Visitation patterns showed a significant
increase during the month of March,
when a combination of cactus blooms,
moderate weather, and spring break
filled campgrounds and backcountry
sites consistently for the entire month. In
addition to this and the typical busy hol-
idays, the park also saw a marked increase
during the hot summer months, with the
Chisos Mountain Lodge remaining
booked throughout the summer for the
first time in its history.

The opening of the Fossil Discovery
Exhibit also occurred in 2017—the
largest addition to interpretive exhibits
in the park in over 50 years. This build-
ing contains fossils that span the over
130 million years of paleontology pre-
served in the park. In addition, visitors
come to explore hundreds of miles of
roads and hiking trails, to experience in-
credible scenic vistas, to float the canyons
of the Rio Grande, and to view the dark-
est night skies in the lower 48 states.

“Seeing an increase in visitation 
speaks to importance of parks and wild
places,” said Acting Superintendent Allen
Etheridge. “We welcome the opportunity

to share this amazing park with visitors,
and give them a place to decompress,
recreate, and reconnect with nature.”

• Beginning Jan. 1, 2018, Morristown
NHP no longer charges an entrance fee to
visit the park’s Washington’s Headquarters
Museum. After analyzing the costs and
benefits of the recreational fee program,
park leadership determined that it is in the
best interest of both Morristown NHP and
the public to eliminate the entrance charge
at the museum (which also includes a
guided tour of the Ford Mansion).

“Our cost-benefit analysis revealed
that the administrative burden of main-
taining our fee program is not sustain-
able,” explained Supt. Tom Ross. He
noted that “This decision is the right
thing to do for both visitors and our staff
members, who now can focus their time
and talents on the core missions of the
National Park Service.”

The remaining revenue from the en-
trance fees will be used to achieve many
mission-critical projects, including devel-
oping an accessibility book for the Ford
Mansion, conserving historic paintings in
the park’s collection, and installing new
audiovisual equipment in the Washing-
ton’s Headquarters Museum auditorium.

“Morristown National Historical Park
has, and always will, welcome donations
from park visitors, supporters, and advo-
cates,” Supt. Ross added. “Donations
will continue to sustain visitor programs
and support the park mission.”

For more information about Morris-
town NHP, visit www.nps.gov/morr. 
Or check out the park’s Museum Blog:
http://morristownnhpmuseum.blogspot.
com/.

• It takes hundreds of caring and dedi-
cated volunteers to keep Washington’s
outer coastal beaches clean and beautiful.
Washington CoastSavers has been organ-
izing coast-wide beach cleanups from the
Columbia River into the Strait of Juan de
Fuca since 2007. It’s always a massive un-
dertaking, utilizing staff from Washington
State Parks, Olympic NP, and other
agencies and organizations. In April 2017,

over 2,000 volunteers participated in the
Washington Coast Cleanup and Interna-
tional Coastal Cleanup, removing more
than 20 tons of debris from dozens of
beaches. This wouldn’t have been possible
without the participation of people com-
ing from as far away as Seattle to pitch in. 

Since 2007, the efforts of Washington
CoastSavers have removed approxi-
mately 100 tons of trash from the beach
during the Washington Coast Cleanup,
which occurs in April every Earth Day
weekend, and the International Coastal
Cleanup, which is held annually in Sep-
tember. The next coast-wide beach
cleanup will be held on April 21, 2018.
For more information about Washington
CoastSavers, visit www.coastsavers.org.

• The Tsongas Industrial History Center,
an education partnership between the
University of Massachusetts Lowell Col-
lege of Education and Lowell NHP, was
selected to receive a 2017-2018 field trip
grant from the National Park Foundation
(NPF). This grant, part of the NPF’s
Open OutDoors for Kids program, sup-
ports Every Kid in a Park. All 370 4th
graders in the Somerville, Mass., public
schools will visit the Tsongas Industrial
History Center to participate in Engineer
It!, a hands-on engineering experience.

During the field trip, students under-
take an engineering design challenge.
Using real tools, they work in teams to
build and test a prototype of a cart to
move bobbins and bolts of cloth around
a simulated mill floor—a challenge anal-
ogous to what 19th-century engineers
might have confronted. The 4th graders
also visit Lowell NHP’s amazing historic
engineering resources.

Wendy Cliggott, a 4th grade teacher at
Somerville’s Benjamin G. Brown School,
remarked, “I have brought classes to the
Tsongas Industrial History Center for
over 20 years now, and the programs are
always high-quality, well-presented, and
memorable. We are very grateful to the
National Park Foundation for this gener-
ous grant that will allow all of our 4th
grade students to experience the hands-on
engineering program at the center.” n
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NPS Employees and Alumni
Trust Fund Assists Hurricane
Relief Efforts
There has been a long and ongoing

road to recovery for the people who
have been affected by Hurricanes Har-
vey, Irma, and Maria. Hurricane Maria
was the strongest storm to hit Puerto
Rico in 80 years. According to a Na-
tional Park Service public information
officer with one of the teams who re-
sponded to hurricane recovery in the
Caribbean, the national parks in the
Caribbean, as well as the personal
lives of all the employees, were greatly
affected by Hurricanes Irma and Maria. 
There are approximately 180 NPS

employees stationed in the Caribbean
parks, and all have been impacted.
Some of these employees lost their
homes and all belongings. Roofs were
missing, windows and doors were
blown out, and in some cases, the en-
tire structure collapsed or was blown
away leaving only the foundation and

floor as a sobering reminder of what
once stood. Everyone has been af-
fected by the loss of electrical power.
The NPS employees in the Caribbean
suffered great personal loss, but con-
tinue to demonstrate their concern for
each other and the national parks they
care for each day.
Through donations to the National

Park Service Employees and Alumni
Trust Fund, $75,500 in assistance has
been provided to National Park Service
and partner organization employees
who have been affected by the 
hurricanes. The trust fund is managed 
by Eastern National. One hundred per-
cent of all donations to the fund goes 
directly to support NPS and partner 
organization employees who were 
affected by the storms.
For a list of donors to this fund,

please see page 5. n



Neil Akana, park ranger (protection) -
chief of law enforcement, Sitka NHP,
Dec. 31, 2016 after 31 years.

E&AA Life Member Dean K. Alexander,
superintendent, Dayton Aviation Heritage
NHP and Hopewell Culture NHP, July
20, 2017 after 30 years.

Dean graduated from the University of
Florida with a bachelor of arts in geog-
raphy and continued there with graduate
studies in geography. He worked for the
state of Florida as an air photo inter-
preter, mapping barrier islands in Florida
before beginning his NPS career. He
served nearly two years as an outdoor
recreation planner in the Northeast Re-
gional Office before joining the Midwest
Regional Office in 1988 to lead Rivers
and Trails Conservation Assistance. He
was subsequently promoted to chief of
the Planning Branch, then chief of the
Division of Planning and Environmental
Quality for the Midwest Region.

In 1995, Dean became the superin-
tendent of Kalaupapa NHP, managing a
variety of sensitive cultural and natural re-
source issues. In 2001, he became super-
intendent of Hopewell Culture NHP.
Subsequently, he became the third super-
intendent of Dayton Aviation Heritage
NHP in 2009. A few years later, he be-
came superintendent at both Hopewell
Culture NHP and Dayton Aviation Her-
itage NHP, serving in this position at
both parks until his retirement.

Richard L. “Dick” Anderson, govern-
ment information specialist, Alaska 
Regional Office, Nov. 30, 2016 after 
39 years.

Dick joined the NPS as an SCA volun-
teer at Grand Canyon NP in 1972. This
was followed by many happy summer
and winter seasons at Yellowstone NP
(entrance gate, backcountry fire guard,
interpretation), Fort Clatsop N MEM,
Everglades NP, California State Parks,
Isle Royale NP canoe ranger, Peace
Corps (Paraguay) national parks special-
ist, and Organ Pipe Cactus NM bio tech,
before finally landing a permanent sub-
ject-to-furlough appointment at Organ
Pipe Cactus NM. 

After completing the two-year Natural
Resource Training Program, Dick be-
came the first-ever resource management
chief of Chiricahua NM and Fort Bowie
NHS. He married fellow ranger Margaret
Galiano. They have two girls, both grad-
uates from University of Alaska Fairbanks
with master’s degrees in natural resource
management. After five years, they
moved to Death Valley NP, where they
witnessed the transition from monument
to park wilderness. Ten years later, they
moved to Alaska, where Dick spent 13
years with the regional office environ-
mental planning and compliance team,
branching into FOIA, external environ-
mental reviews, wilderness, and training.
Margaret remains the museum specialist
with the Alaska Regional Office. 

Through the years, Dick has helped
shape NPS policy and practice, particu-
larly in the area of Wilderness Manage-
ment. He organized the Chiricahua
Mountains Research Symposium. He
joined the fledgling National Wilderness
Steering Committee, helped develop the
NPS Wilderness Director’s Order, and
helped the Desert Managers Group with
interagency wilderness training. Over the
years, Dick has inspired many with his
strong dedication to the purpose of the
National Park Service. 

Martha Lyon Armington, concessions
management specialist, Denali NP &
PRES, Dec. 31, 2016 after over 28 years.

Following seasonal assignments at Yel-
lowstone NP and Cape Cod NS as a law
enforcement ranger, Martha obtained
her permanent status and worked as a
police officer with the United States Park
Police in Washington, D.C. Martha
missed resource-related work and wild
settings and returned to the ranger side
of the Service, and subsequent assign-
ments included Morristown NHP and
Grand Teton NP. The second half of her
career was spent as management assistant
at Keweenaw NHP and in Commercial
Services in Denali NP & PRES.

Martha was involved for many years in
the Critical Incident Stress Management
Program on a local and national level and
as a conflict resolution specialist in the
Alaska Region in recent years. Some of
her most rewarding experiences during
her time in the Park Service came from
helping fellow employees in times of per-
sonal challenges.

Martha will remain in Talkeetna,
Alaska, in retirement and can be reached
at mlarmington@gmail.com.

E&AA Life Member Gilbert “Gib”
Backlund, chief of operations, Stones
River NB, May 1, 2016 after 38 years.

Gib earned a bachelor’s degree in Eng-
lish and humanities from the University
of Minnesota and a master’s degree in
history from Middle Tennessee State
University. He began working with the
NPS in 1975 as a seasonal employee at
Fort Vancouver NHS. His first perma-
nent position was at Cumberland Gap
NHP. Additional parks where he worked
included Mammoth Cave NP, Glacier
NP, and Cape Hatteras NS. He joined
the staff at Stones River NB in 1992. 

Gib’s wife is E&AA Life Member
Connie Hudson Backlund, who retired
from the NPS as superintendent of Carl
Sandburg Home NHS in 2012.

Allison Banks, environmental protec-
tion specialist, Glacier Bay NP & PRES,
Jan. 7, 2017 after 31 years.

Linda Blaser, associate manager - Con-
servation, Harpers Ferry Center (HFC),
April 29, 2017, after nine years. 

Linda grew up in New York, Chicago,
and Maryland. (She returned to New York
in her late teens for a little music festival
upstate.) Fresh out of the University of
Maryland, she entered a training program
at the Library of Congress and within a
few years was overseeing their exhibition
conservation. In the next decades, she
worked at the Folger Shakespeare Library,

did freelance conservation treatment 
and teaching, and served as the national
preservation officer at the National
Archives and Records Administration.

Linda arrived at HFC in 2008, just in
time to head up the implementation of a
new business model for Conservation.
Her staff undertook major conservation
projects for the new visitor center at Get-
tysburg NMP and the visitor complex at
World War II Valor in the Pacific NM at
Pearl Harbor. In the aftermaths of hurri-
canes Katrina and Sandy, Linda sent HFC
Conservation staff to Gulf Islands NS
and Statue of Liberty NM (Ellis Island)
to assess damage and salvage objects. 

Servicewide initiatives included the
Digital Imaging Project—photographing
nearly 50,000 museum objects for 132
parks—and the Cold Storage Project. The
latter is a large-scale undertaking to pre-
vent deterioration of film-based materials.
Staff surveyed film collections, conducted
on-site training, purchased supplies and
freezers, and built four cold storage vaults
in centralized NPS museum facilities. A
total of 17,838 cubic feet of film-based
materials can now be stored safely.

Under Linda’s leadership, the division
took over administration of the old HFC
library collection, the NPS History Collec-

tion (documents, photos, uniforms, direc-
tors’ papers), and the NPS Commissioned
Art Collection (including original pieces by
Leonard Baskin, Heinrich Berann, and
Charlie Harper, as well as all the artworks’
intellectual property documentation). 

Since joining the NPS, Linda has been
a permanent and active member of the
Museum Management Program Council,
the advisory body for the agency’s cul-
tural resources. She particularly enjoys the
policy-making aspects of the council. 

Linda looks forward to an active life in
retirement: working in her bookbinding
studio, spending time at the family vaca-
tion house near Assateague Island, trav-
eling with her husband, and enjoying
their four grandchildren. 

E&AA Life Member Kevin G. Cheri,
superintendent, Buffalo NR, Dec. 12,
2017 after 43 years. 

Kevin holds a bachelor of science degree,
graduating magna cum laude from Xavier
University in New Orleans. He began his
NPS career as a seasonal park technician
(interpretation) for four summers (1974-
1977) at Carlsbad Caverns NP through
Xavier University’s Cooperative Education
Program. His first permanent NPS posi-
tion was as a law enforcement ranger at
Buffalo NR in 1978.

In 1980, Kevin joined Canyonlands NP,

where he served as a supervisory park
ranger in the Island in the Sky District. He
became superintendent of Fort Davis
NHS in 1988, then deputy superintend-
ent of Big Bend NP and Rio Grande WSR
in 1992. In 1996, he became deputy 
superintendent of Jean Lafitte NHP &
PRES and then superintendent of Chatta-
hoochee River NRA in 2000. He has been
superintendent of Buffalo NR since 2007. 

Since his first permanent appointment,
Kevin has successfully increased diversity
in every park he has served. He serves on
the Parks and Conservation Advisory
Council at Texas A&M University and
also works with the Harrison Commu-
nity Task Force on Race Relations. Upon
his retirement, he was presented with the
Regional Director’s Award for Out-
standing Service, recognizing him for ex-
ceptional leadership in the NPS.

Timothy “Tim” Cochrane, superin-
tendent, Grand Portage NM, Jan. 1,
2017 after 41 years.

Barbara Cumberland, conservator,
Harpers Ferry Center (HFC) Museum
Conservation group, Dec. 31, 2017 after
32 years. 

A native of New York, Barbara studied
anthropology and art history at SUNY at
Brockport and earned a master’s degree
in museum science from Texas Tech
University. Her introduction to the NPS
came in 1978 when she landed a mu-
seum conservation internship at HFC
and then went on to work in archeology
at Harpers Ferry NHP for three years.
By 1988, she had a full-time job at HFC
doing conservation treatment for or-
ganic objects such as leather, wood, taxi-
dermy, and ethnographic artifacts. 

Barbara especially appreciated her many
opportunities to perform collections sur-
veys and onsite treatments at parks. She
coordinated large-scale conservation proj-
ects for new exhibits at Guilford Court-
house NMP, Homestead NM of America,
Keweenaw NHP, Sagamore Hill NHS,
Gulf Islands NS, Scotts Bluff NM, and
Thomas Stone NHS. She also took on a
project for the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
traveling to the Flandreau Indian School
in South Dakota to conduct a collection
condition survey, onsite conservation of
traditional objects, and update of the mu-
seum exhibits. 

Learning on the job, Barbara also de-
veloped widely appreciated expertise in
integrated pest management (IPM) as it
relates to museum collections. Over the
years, she developed Museum IPM Plans
for over 30 parks. Plans detail how to
identify and monitor “uninvited” crea-
tures, prevent infestation, and minimize
the use of pesticides by, for example,
freezing textiles to kill insects. In 1998,
she received an Albright-Wirth Grant to
receive training in the conservation of
natural history collections in Cambridge,
England, and Cardiff, Wales. 

During retirement, Barbara plans to
continue working in the conservation field,
along with travel and volunteer work. 

John J. Donahue, superintendent,
Delaware Water Gap NRA and Middle
Delaware NSR, Dec. 3, 2017 after 38 years.

John obtained his bachelor of arts de-
gree in environmental studies in 1986
from California State University. In 2003,
he graduated as a senior executive fellow
from the Kennedy School at Harvard.

Vol. 24 • Arrowhead     3

Class of 2016/2017

continued on page 4

MARTHA ARMINGTON
Crow’s View Photography

LINDA BLASER
NPS



He began his NPS career at Cape Cod
NS, followed by John Muir NHS. 

Additional positions John held through-
out his career included chief of resource
management and visitor services at Cape
Cod NS, resource manager at Morristown
NHP, and environmental specialist at
WASO. Prior to becoming superintendent
at Delaware Water Gap NRA and Middle
Delaware NSR in 2003, John held super-
intendencies at parks including Big Cy-
press N PRES, De Soto N MEM, George
Washington Birthplace NM, and Thomas
Stone NHS. In addition to his NPS posi-
tions, he also served a stint in the DOI as
a special assistant to the assistant secretary
for Fish, Wildlife and Parks. His awards in-
clude a DOI Superior Service Award.

Brion FitzGerald, superintendent, 
Virgin Islands NP, Jan. 3, 2017 after
over 39 years. 

Brion began his career with the NPS
as a volunteer at Great Smoky Moun-
tains NP in 1977 as a summer intern
parks and recreation undergraduate from
East Carolina University. He was a mem-
ber of the first class to graduate from the
Seasonal Law Enforcement Training
program at Southwestern Technical
Community College in Sylva, N.C., and
worked as a seasonal backcountry ranger
in the Smokies and (then) Joshua Tree
NM before accepting his first permanent
position at Gulf Islands NS, Mississippi. 

Before leaving the Smokies, Brion wed
Mary Robinson, who was also a career
NPS employee working as the Cades Cove
district interpreter. Brion and Mary were
reunited at Saguaro NP, where both served
before heading east and south to Ever-
glades NP, where both worked as supervi-
sory park rangers and lived at Flamingo.

Their next stop was Assateague Island
NS, Md., in the mid 1980s, where Brion
served as chief ranger and Mary officially
“retired” from the NPS. Over the next sev-
eral years, they had three children: Brion,
Kevin, and Katie. In the early 1990s, their
next move was to Gettysburg NMP, where
Brion managed the interpretation and visi-
tor protection programs, eventually assum-
ing the duties of deputy superintendent as
well. Brion became superintendent of 
Virgin Islands NP in 2013.

Brion’s career accomplishments include
leading the NPS effort in writing the Ser-
vicewide Structural Fire policies and guide-
lines; managing numerous high-profile
events as the first incident commander of
the Mid-Atlantic Region All Risk IMT; and
playing an integral role in the development,
design, and construction of the new visitor
center, collections storage, and Cyclorama
exhibit facility at Gettysburg NMP. 

Brion also recently concluded a highly
decorated 24-year career as a reservist
with the United States Coast Guard, ris-
ing to the rank of captain prior to his re-
tirement. He was deployed for eight
months overseas during the second Gulf
War, managing a port security unit in
Kuwait City in 2004 and 2005.

Brion is well known for giving back to
the communities where he lives. He and
Mary have returned to their home in
Pennsylvania and spend time both there
and in central Florida to be near family.

Steve Gibbons, superintendent, Lassen
Volcanic NP, Jan. 7, 2017 after 34 years.

Steve began his NPS career in 1978 at
Everglades NP, where he served as a 
seasonal hydrologic technician, later 
becoming permanent in 1983. He re-

turned to seasonal employment from
1984 to 1988, working at Cape Cod NS
and Mount Rainier NP. He returned to
full time at Mount Rainier in 1988. In
1990, Steve became resource manage-
ment specialist in the Pacific Northwest
Regional Office, Seattle. He served as
the National Natural Landmarks Pro-
gram coordinator for the Pacific North-
west Region from 1992 until 2014,
when he became the acting superintend-
ent of Lassen Volcanic NP. He served as
superintendent of Lassen Volcanic NP
from 2015 until his retirement.

Bruce Kaiser, exhibits specialist,
Harpers Ferry Center (HFC) Technical
Services, Dec. 22, 2017 after 30 years. 

A New Jersey native, Bruce moved to
West Virginia and studied commercial
art at Shepherd University. He first set
foot inside HFC on a student tour, back
in the days when wayside panels were
screen-printed by HFC’s own produc-
tion staff. While working at a local
graphics company under contract with
the NPS, he did film prep for wayside ex-
hibits. Soon, he landed a job in the for-
mer Wayside Exhibits Division at HFC. 

Specializing in production, Bruce devel-
oped expertise in things most of us have
never heard of. One of his first jobs was to
attach wires across the frames of every way-
side at Badlands NP to prevent resting birds
from “obscuring” the panels. Recently, for
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace NHP, he de-
veloped a prototype panel that’s a tour de
force of accessibility features: 3-D printing,
a tactile map, solar-powered audio descrip-
tion, large print, and braille. 

Bruce estimates that he has worked on
some 9,000 wayside panels. He was on
the front lines of the transition from
screen printing to digital production in
the early 2000s and has overseen the
much-needed wayside rehab program. 

In retirement, Bruce plans to embark
on a mission to “save the nation’s way-
sides.” Panel neglect is rampant, he 
explains, especially with park staffs
stretched to the limit. Most waysides can
benefit from a simple cleaning with
water, a scrub brush, and maybe a drop
of detergent. When he’s not traveling the
country with bucket and brush, he’ll be
available to produce psychedelic light
shows, coming to a theater near you.

Michael Lacome, exhibit designer,
Harpers Ferry Center (HFC), March 18,
2017 after 20 years. 

A South Dakota native, Michael ma-
jored in art (specializing in metal sculpture)
at the University of South Dakota. After
working at the South Dakota state mu-

seum in all aspects of exhibit production
“on a shoestring budget,” he earned his
master’s degree in museum studies from
the University of Nebraska. He also volun-
teered at Homestead NM of America.

In 1997, Michael joined the former Ex-
hibit Planning and Design division at
HFC. Shortly after, his wife Becky Lacome
began work at Mather Training Center,
where she is currently a training specialist.
Michael estimates that he has worked on
over 50 projects in his years at HFC. His
first project for Scotty’s Castle in Death
Valley NP was planned and designed in-
house, as were several more of his favorites
in the years to come. Another notable
project was for Missouri NRR, where he
collaborated with the state of Nebraska and
the US Army Corps of Engineers to COR
and design a major new exhibit at Ponca
State Park.

For the last several years, Michael has
been in the Pacific West and Alaska group
within HFC’s Media Development. Re-
cent projects where he has had the chance
to employ his love for natural history in-
clude Joshua Tree NP, Haleakala NP, and
several projects in Alaska. 

As Michael looks back on his NPS ca-
reer, the high points involved working
with “great, creative, helpful people.”
He looks forward to additional work in
some aspect of exhibits, volunteering,
and continuing his work in sculpture.

Christina “Chris” Mills, (formerly
Christina Burns), lead interpreter/volun-
teer manager, Mojave N PRES, Aug. 31,
2017 after 31 years.

Chris also worked at Carlsbad Caverns
NP, Guadalupe Mountains NP, and Big
Bend NP. Her husband, Bob Mills, is a
permanent fee collector at Lake Mead
NRA. They will live at their 79-acre off-
grid farm in Snowflake, Ariz., with their
son, Drew Burns.

Nancy Nelson, superintendent, Minute
Man NHP, Jan. 3, 2017 after 39 years.

Nancy holds a B.A. degree in political
science from California State University at
Long Beach, an M.A. degree in urban and
regional planning from the University of
Iowa, and a Master of Landscape Architec-
ture from Harvard’s Graduate School of
Design. Her career began in 1978 at the
North Atlantic Regional Office in Boston,
Mass., (now the Northeast Regional Of-
fice) as an environmental protection spe-
cialist. From there, she served in a variety
of regional office positions and worked
throughout the region as a park planner,
landscape architect, and special assistant to
three regional directors. 

Nancy played an active part in plan-
ning for the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Is-
land restoration/rehabilitation projects
and for two new national parks (Freder-
ick Law Olmsted NHS and Lowell
NHP). She also authored the Fire Island
Wilderness Study, which led to the cre-
ation of a wilderness area in the North
Atlantic Region, and served on the steer-
ing committee for the Vail Agenda—a
major, national policy symposium mark-
ing the 75th anniversary of the National
Park Service. She became superintendent
of Minute Man NHP in 1993.

Reflecting on her many years with
NPS, Nancy observed that, “...the NPS
mission, the amazing people in the NPS
family, the steadfast community partners
who support us in our work, the superla-
tive and diverse resources we protect,
and the stories we tell have all combined
to make my career virtually perfect.”

Keith Newlin, deputy superintendent,
National Parks of Western Pennsylvania
(Flight 93 N MEM, Johnstown Flood 
N MEM, Allegheny Portage Railroad
NHS, Fort Necessity NB, and Friend-
ship Hill NHS), Jan. 2, 2017 after over
39 years.

Keith graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in history from Shippensburg Uni-
versity. He held a variety of positions with
the NPS during his career, including proj-
ect coordinator for preservation projects
at the Lincoln Memorial and Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial, deputy chief of main-
tenance for the National Capital Parks,
and chief of maintenance for Allegheny
Portage Railroad NHS and Johnstown
Flood N MEM. He served as superin-
tendent of Allegheny Portage Railroad
NHS and Johnstown Flood N MEM
prior to becoming deputy superintendent
for the National Parks of Western Penn-
sylvania in 2007. He also served in a 
one-year appointment (2011-2012) as
superintendent of the National Parks of
Western Pennsylvania.

Jim Northup, superintendent, Shenan-
doah NP and Cedar Creek and Belle
Grove NHP, Jan. 2, 2017 after 36 years.

Over the course of his career, Jim has
worked as an interpretive and protection
ranger, a natural resources specialist, a
wildland fire and aviation specialist, a chief
ranger, and, for the last 12 years, as a su-
perintendent. His assignments have in-
cluded work at Big Bend NP, Grand
Canyon NP, Great Smoky Mountains NP,
Grand Teton NP, Guadalupe Mountains
NP, Shenandoah NP, Cape Hatteras NS,
Fire Island NS, Buffalo NR, and Pictured
Rocks NL. He has also done international
conservation work in Mexico, Canada, the
Republic of Georgia, and China.

Jim served as an NPS law enforcement
ranger for 24 years and at the height of
his protection ranger career was also a
park medic and a certified NPS SCUBA
diver. He was certified in helicopter-rap-
pel and short haul, was very active in
technical rescue work, and held numer-
ous qualifications in wildland fire and all-
risk incident management. For several
years, Jim served as the operations section
chief and later the incident commander
for the NPS Type 1 All-Risk Incident
Management Team, where he managed
a wide variety of special events, including
presidential visits to national parks. 

As a division chief and superintendent,
Jim has been known as someone who
helped develop high-performance teams,
improved park operations, resolved difficult
issues, and built excellent working relation-
ships with partners and surrounding com-
munities. At Shenandoah NP and Cedar
Creek and Belle Grove NHP, Jim led a
number of improvements in park planning,
operations, and community relations and
has led both parks through an ambitious
celebration of the NPS Centennial. 

Jim says, “I will miss the daily interaction
with NPS employees, partners, and other
stakeholders who care so deeply about these
very special places. We are so fortunate as
Americans to have this amazing system that
preserves our natural and cultural heritage,
and I look forward to continuing to visit
parks for the rest of my life.”

“I am also enormously grateful for the
opportunity to have worked for the Na-
tional Park Service. In addition to my fam-
ily, the NPS mission has given my life real

4 Arrowhead • Vol. 24 

Class of 2016/2017
continued from page 3

continued on page 5

STEVE GIBBONS
NPS



meaning and purpose. I hope I have made
some small contribution to the mission of
the Service and to my fellow employees.
The opportunity to have worked and lived
in these places has been just amazing, and
I hate to see that come to an end.”

In retirement, Jim hopes to travel ex-
tensively, pursue many hobbies, visit with
family and friends, and continue to con-
tribute to the conservation movement
within the US and abroad. 

Norman Odekirk, heavy mobile equip-
ment mechanic, Katmai NP & PRES,
Aug. 31, 2016 after eight years.

Cindy Ott-Jones, superintendent, Big
Bend NP and Rio Grande WSR, Jan. 2,
2017 after 37 years.  

Cindy graduated from Kansas State
University with a degree in natural re-
source management before starting her
NPS career at Jefferson National Expan-
sion Memorial. Other permanent assign-
ments included Lava Beds NM, Harry S
Truman NHS, White Sands NM, and El
Malpais NM.

Cindy attended basic land manage-
ment training at the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center (FLETC) in
1984 and branched out into visitor pro-
tection, attending Criminal Investigation
for Land Management training, detailing
to the Department of Treasury as an
FLETC instructor, and becoming chief
ranger at Glen Canyon NRA.

Prior to becoming superintendent at
Big Bend NP in 2012, Cindy served as
superintendent of Bent’s Old Fort NHS,
Lake Meredith NRA, and Alibates Flint
Quarries NM. She also served a five-
month detail as deputy superintendent at
Grand Teton NP. “It has been an honor
and a joy to work for the National Park
Service and be a part of this incredible
family,” says Cindy.

George Price, superintendent, Cape
Cod NS, May 5, 2017 after 43 years.

George served as superintendent of
Cape Cod NS since 2005. Prior to this,
he was superintendent of Boston Harbor
Islands NRA, where he served since
1998. 

Stephen “Steve” Prokop, superintend-
ent, Redwood National and State Parks,
March 31, 2017 after over 39 years.

Steve began his work with the NPS
during the summers while he attended
college, first in 1976 as an ocean life-
guard at Gateway NRA Sandy Hook and
also at Golden Gate NRA. He graduated
from the University of Connecticut in

1978 with a bachelor of science degree
in marketing. Upon graduation, he was
hired as a permanent park ranger/life-
guard at Golden Gate NRA in 1978, and
he went on to serve at the park through
2001 in positions including supervisory
park ranger and deputy chief ranger. In
1993, Steve obtained his master’s degree
in public administration from San Fran-
cisco State University. In 2001, he be-
came chief ranger at Whiskeytown NRA,
where he served until 2004 when he be-
came chief ranger at Cape Cod NS. 

In 2008, Steve was appointed superin-
tendent of Kalaupapa NHP. He became
superintendent of Redwood National and
State Parks in 2013.

Philip A. Selleck, associate regional di-
rector for park operations, National Cap-
ital Region, Oct. 31, 2016 after 34 years.

Phil earned a B.S. degree in zoology in
1973 from Michigan State University. He
began his career with the US Forest Serv-
ice in 1973 and, along with work at other
federal bureaus, completed almost 35
years of federal service. During those
years, he worked in a wide range of posi-
tions, most recently, associate regional 
director for park operations for the 
National Capital Region. Prior to this,
Phil served as the chief of regulations and
special park uses, WASO. He came to
that position from chief ranger, resource
protection, and visitor management at
Delaware Water Gap NRA. During that
assignment, he also worked assignments
as acting superintendent of Sagamore
Hill NHS and Springfield Armory NHS.

Phil worked as law enforcement special-
ist, acting chief ranger, and assistant chief
ranger and firearms program manager at
Everglades NP and Dry Tortugas NP
with a stint at Chattahoochee River NRA
as acting chief ranger. At Everglades NP,
he also managed the transition, for law
enforcement rangers in the four South
Florida Parks, from revolvers to semi-au-
tomatic pistols. He held law enforcement
supervisory and field park ranger positions
as Diablo East district ranger and park
diver at Amistad NRA, protection special-
ist at Organ Pipe Cactus NM, and park
technician at Boston NHP. 

Phil worked interagency and BLM
wildland fire suppression for the BLM in
Vale, Oreg., (1974 and 1975) and as a
helitack crewman and assistant foreman
with the US Forest Service Coronado
National Forest (1976). He worked as a
journeyman border patrol agent in Dou-
glas, Ariz., (1984 - 1987). He began his
permanent career with the NPS at Organ
Pipe Cactus NM in 1987. He graduated
first in his class at the US Border Patrol

Academy, Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center, Glynco, Ga. Phil has
been involved in aviation for over 49
years in various roles, including as pilot,
crewmember, and program manager, and
holds commercial helicopter and private
pilot airplane certificates.

In 1996, Phil served as chairman of an
NPS-chartered group to lead the initial
development of the NPS law enforce-
ment field training and evaluation pro-
gram (FTEP). In 2003, he worked with
the NPS’ Law Enforcement Training
Center on the final implementation of
that program. In 2016, he participated
as a member of the workgroup that de-
signed the National Park Service Cen-
tennial badges. 

Phil is married and has two sons. Deb
Nordeen, his wife of 31 years, is a policy
analyst in the NPS-WASO Office of Pol-
icy. In retirement, Phil has retained his
connection with the national parks. As
the park projects program director for
National Park Trust of Rockville, Md.,
he works to help the NPS acquire lands
critical to protection of parks and their
natural and cultural resources. 

Mark Simpson, maintenance mechanic,
Denali NP & PRES, Sept. 30, 2016 after
15 years.

Timothy Stone, superintendent, Fort
Sumter NM, Fort Moultrie, and Charles
Pinckney NHS, March 31, 2017 after 
40 years.

Tim began with the NPS as a seasonal
employee at Yellowstone NP. During his
career, he served at 14 NPS locations, in-
cluding Gates of the Arctic NP & PRES,
Golden Gate NRA, and in Washington,
D.C. He served at Fort Sumter NM,
Fort Moultrie, and Charles Pinckney
NHS for the final six years.

John “Russ” Whitlock, superintendent,
Lyndon B. Johnson NHP, Jan. 4, 2017
after 37 years.

Russ served as superintendent at 
Lyndon B. Johnson NHP for 10 years.
While serving there, he also served as the
first superintendent of Waco Mammoth
NM. Throughout his NPS career, Russ
worked at a number of sites, including
Mammoth Cave NP, Lincoln Boyhood
N MEM, Ocmulgee NM, Blue Ridge
Parkway, Prince William Forest Park,
Wolf Trap National Park for the Per-
forming Arts, and at WASO in the Office
of the NPS director.

Mark Woods, superintendent, Blue
Ridge Parkway, July 3, 2017 after over
36 years.

Mark graduated from Lander University
with a bachelor of science degree in 
sociology. He began his NPS career as a
seasonal employee; has held park ranger
positions in resource management, inter-
pretation and education, and in law en-
forcement; and has served as chief ranger.
He served as superintendent of Blue
Ridge Parkway since 2013. Prior to this,
he was superintendent of Cumberland
Gap NHP for 16 years. His other super-
intendencies included Guilford Court-
house NMP and as acting superintendent
at Virgin Islands NP and Natchez Trace
Parkway. 

Other parks where Mark served during
his career include Ninety Six NHS, Kings
Mountain NMP, Andrew Johnson NHS,
and Cumberland Island NS. In addition,
he has served as associate regional direc-
tor and deputy regional director in the
Southeast Regional Office. n
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The following people and organiza-
tions have donated to the National
Park Service Employees and Alumni
Trust Fund to assist in the recent 
hurricane relief efforts for Harvey,
Irma, and Maria. Thank you for your
donations!

115 QUAD, A & N Books LLC, Chris
Abbett, Mary Abbott, Brian Adams, Juin
Crosse Adams, Stephen Adams, All USA
Clothing, Diane Allen, Nancie Ames,
Ancestors & Descendants LLC, Henry
Anderson, Jane Anderson, Norm Anderson,
Todd Anderson, Roger Andrascik, Sue
Andrews, Kathleen Andrijic, Arcturus
LLC, Wendy Artz, Marcia Atchison,
Priscilla Baker, Vaughn Baker, William
Balchunis, Diane Banta, Michael Barnhart,
Stephen Bartlett, John Becker, Henry
Befeler, Meredith Belkov, James Bellamy,
Cindy Benedict, Heidi Berenson, Robert
Bernard, K. Lynn Berry, Merry Beyeler,
Lori Bianchet, Warren Bielenberg, Kenneth
Bigley, Bill Bass Steel Pans, Marcia
Blaszak, Carolyn Blocker, James Boll,
John Bond, Cathy Bonser, Heather
Boothe, Joan Boothe, Michael Boyd,
Mary Bradley, James Brady, Rachel
Brady, Diana Bramble, Gary Brandow,
Kathy Brazelton, Darla BroderickBreit,
Margaret Brooks, Brian Brown, Daniel
Brown, Patricia Buchta, Charles Buck,
William Burgen, William Burke, Sandy
Burkes-Campbell, Maria Burks, Karen
Bustard, Kathlene Butler, Michael Byrd,
John Byrne, Kathleen Triggs Byrne,
Bruce Bytnar, Jeanne A. Calhoun,
Christopher Calvert, Judith Caminer,
Khimaira-Linda Campbell, Ellen Carlson,
Terry Carlstrom, Vance Carolin, Thomas
Carroll, Gary Carter, Megan Cartwright,
John Casey, Patricia Casey, Nash Castro,
Maryann Cello, Jennifer Champagne,
Ann Childress, Carole Childs, Richard
G. Childs, Richard and Claudia Childs,
Carl Christensen, Allison Christofis,
Cheryl Clark, Glenn Clark, Jeffrey Clark,
Mary Beth Clark, Myra Clayton, 
CliftonLarsonAllen, Kathryn Cochrane,
Sarah Codde, Brian Coffman, Laura
Cohen, Patricia Coleman, Judith Collins,
Judith Hazen Connery, John Conoboy,
Susan Consolo-Murphy, Roger Contor,
Debbie Conway, Christelle Cook, Sheila
Cooke-Kayser, Caleb Cooper, James
Thomas Covington Jr., Dan Cowhig,
Laura Craft, Sarah Craighead, Malinee
Crapsey, Marian Creveling, Ruth and
John Crowley, James Crutchfield, Tonnie
Cummings, Earl Curran, Patti Dale,
Kristen Daniels, Deborah Darden, Debra
David, Mary Davidson, Karrie Davin,
Joanna Davis, John Davis Jr., John H.
Davis, Marie Davis, James and Jane
Dempsey, Cheryl Denney, Shannon
Dennison, Colleen Derber, Reed and 
Marjorie Detring, Linda Deveau, Rolf
Diamant and Nora Mitchell, Dana
Dierkes, Digital Scanning, Andrew
Dixon, Martha R. Dodge, Dog-Eared
Publications, Margaret Dolinich, Kristen
Dragoo, Rebecca Drake, David Dreier,
Frederick Dresher, Duneland Art 
Resources, Tom and Linda Dunsirn,
Sarah Eaton, Mary Jo Edwards, Georgia
Ellard, Jean Elliott, Mary Elms, Mark
Engler, Janice Ennis, Richard Ernewein,
Karen Everhart, Ronald Everhart, Steve
Exum, Margaret Fabrizio, Angelo 
Faeth, Thomas Fake, Linda Fein,

E&A Trust Fund 
Hurricane Relief
Donor List
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E&AA Life Member Alan L. Atchison,
84, Nov. 24, 2016 in Tucson, Ariz.

Alan began his NPS career in 1959. He
served at parks including Blue Ridge
Parkway, Great Smoky Mountains NP,
Big Bend NP, and Mesa Verde NP. After
spending one year in Washington, D.C.,
he became chief park ranger and West
District manager at Mount Rainier NP,
followed by chief park ranger at Grand
Teton NP, from where he retired in 1985. 

Alan loved the National Park Service,
loved being a park ranger, and was a sec-
ond-generation NPS employee. Alan’s fa-
ther, Hubert W. Atchison, served in the
NPS from 1934 until his retirement from
the position of chief of maintenance at
Lake Mead NRA in 1963.

Alan’s survivors include his wife of 61
years, Marcia; two daughters: Katherine
Jones and Lou Ann Negrete; and two
sons: Marshall and John.

E&AA Life Member Nicholas B.
“Nick” Clinch, 85, June 15, 2016 in Palo
Alto, Calif., due to cancer.

Nick was a renowned mountain
climber and expedition leader who led 
a number of noteworthy first-ascent
climbs in the 1950s and 60s. He at-
tended the New Mexico Military Insti-
tute and later served in the US Air Force.
Earning a law degree from Stanford Uni-
versity, he was a lawyer by profession. 
In 1964, he married Elizabeth “Betsy”
Wallace Campbell. 

Among his climbs, in 1958, Nick as-
sembled a team of climbers, two of which
reached the summit, for the first ascent
of Hidden Peak in Pakistan. It was at the
time the second-highest unclimbed peak
in the world. In 1982, he wrote a book
about the expedition, entitled A Walk in
the Sky: Climbing Hidden Peak. 

In 1966, Nick led a team of 10 Ameri-
can climbers to the summit in the first as-
cent of Mount Vinson, the highest peak in
Antarctica. In 2006, a nearby mountaintop
was named Clinch Peak in his honor. 

Nick was president of the American
Alpine Club from 1968 to 1970. He
worked with fellow mountaineer Leigh
Ortenburger and NPS Director Horace
Albright to establish the Grand Teton
Climbers’ Ranch in 1971. From 1975 to
1981, he was executive director of the
Sierra Club Foundation. His survivors in-
clude his wife and two daughters.

Ellen Croll, 78, Jan. 20, 2017 at
home in Tucson, Ariz., due to Lou
Gehrig’s disease (ALS).

Ellen was the wife of E&AA Life
Member Stuart Croll for nearly 56 years.
Stuart served in the NPS from 1966 to
1996, and during that time, the couple
lived and raised their two sons in various
parks, beginning at Grand Canyon NP,
then to Olympic NP, then back to Grand
Canyon at the Horace M. Albright
Training Center, and, finally, at Isle
Royale NP. Ellen was a home economics
teacher and very active in the communi-
ties and parks where the family lived. 

The couple’s older son, Scott, was a
seasonal park ranger at Glacier Bay NP
& PRES who died in a plane crash in
Alaska in 1999. In his memory, Ellen
published a book of Scott’s letters and
drawings. Following Stuart’s retirement,
he and Ellen enjoyed traveling both to
national parks and overseas. Ellen’s sur-
vivors include her husband, Stuart; son,
Perry (Dina); and two grandchildren.

E&AA Life Member Reed Laurence
Engle, 73, Nov. 13, 2017, due to lung
cancer.

Reed graduated from Lafayette College

with a bachelor of arts degree in geology
and biology. He earned a master’s degree
in American history from Lehigh Univer-
sity and a Master of Landscape Architec-
ture from the University of Pennsylvania.

Reed began his NPS career in 1979,
when he was appointed to the position
of the NPS’s first regional historical land-
scape architect. In this role, he was re-
sponsible for providing technical advice
and researching and designing restora-
tion projects for 27 national parks in the
Mid-Atlantic Region. He also served as
the regional acting historic architect. In
1989, he became chief of cultural re-
sources at Gettysburg NMP. Subse-
quently, in 1994, he joined Shenandoah
NP, where he served as the park’s cul-
tural resource specialist. In this position,
he oversaw archeology, architecture,
landscape architecture, historic preserva-
tion compliance, and archival and mu-
seum collections. He authored three
books on the park’s history: The Greatest
Single Feature...A Sky-Line Drive: 75
Years of a Mountaintop Motorway; Every-
thing Was Wonderful: A Pictorial History
of the Civilian Conservation Corps in
Shenandoah National Park; and In the
Light of the Mountain Moon: An Illus-
trated History of Skyland. Everything Was
Wonderful and In the Light of the Moun-
tain Moon each won first-place awards
from the National Association of Inter-
pretation. He also co-authored two ad-
ditional books on the park. 

Reed’s research was critical in the ef-
fort to have Skyline Drive declared a na-
tional historic landmark. Also among his
accomplishments, he was responsible for
the restoration of the historic Massanut-
ten Lodge and Rapidan Camp (Herbert
Hoover’s presidential retreat). He re-
ceived the 2005 Appleman-Judd-Lewis
Award for Excellence in Cultural Re-
source Management for his lasting con-
tributions toward preserving and relating
the history of Shenandoah NP. Reed
served at Shenandoah NP until his retire-
ment in 2007, following over 24 years
with the NPS. 

Reed and his wife, Dolores, retired to
Savannah, Ga., in 2008. He was a member
of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects, Georgia Historical Society,
Historic Savannah Foundation, Telfair
Museums, National Parks Conservation
Association, and the Sons of the American
Revolution (Pennsylvania and Georgia
chapters). He served on the Savannah
Historic District Board of Review. 

Reed’s survivors include his wife, 
Dolores; daughter, Elizabeth “Lily”
Engle (husband, Peter Dingman);
daughter, Louisa Engle Boyle (husband,
Stephen Boyle); sister, Judith; brother,
Ralph; and his faithful dog, Ace. Dona-
tions in Reed’s memory may be made to
The Savannah Tree Foundation and/or
The Conservation Fund.

E&AA Life Member Dale B. Engquist,
77, June 4, 2017, unexpectedly in his
sleep, at home in Michigan City, Ind.

Dale retired from the NPS after over
42 years of service—28 of those years at
Indiana Dunes NL. Dale was born and
raised in Chicago, Ill. In 1964, after he
received his master’s degree in botany
with a minor in zoology from the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Dale’s plans to pursue
a Ph.D. ended when a summer job at
Wind Cave NP changed his mind about
his career path. His NPS career began
later that same year as a park naturalist in
National Capital Parks. 

In 1968, Dale became chief park 
naturalist at Hot Springs NP, followed 

by assistant chief park naturalist at Ever-
glades NP a year later. He became the
management assistant at Everglades NP
in 1970 and the first superintendent at
(then) Biscayne NM in 1971. In 1973,
he became manager for the Sandy Hook
Unit of Gateway NRA, then moved to
Washington, D.C., in 1977, spending a
year in the Departmental Management
Training Program before his transfer in
1978 to Indian Dunes NL. He served
first as the assistant superintendent of In-
diana Dunes NL and in 1983 was named
superintendent (the second one in the
park’s history), serving in this position
until his retirement from the NPS in Jan-
uary 2007. 

Under Dale’s leadership, the national
lakeshore increased in size by 15 percent.
His ability to develop cooperative pro-
grams and partnerships as well as provide
collaborative opportunities for a diverse
and complex audience was repeatedly
recognized. He developed an education
program that served over 35,000 stu-
dents each year at the Paul Douglas Cen-
ter for Environmental Education.

Among Dale’s awards throughout his
career, he received a Superintendent of
the Year and Resource Stewardship
Award in 1991 and a Meritorious Service
Award in 1995. In 2008, he was awarded
a DOI Distinguished Service Award for
his outstanding record of achievements,
contributions, and leadership in park op-
erations and dedicated public service.  

After retirement, Dale and his wife of 55
years, Jo Ann, remained in the Michigan
City area. Dale continued to support local
and national conservation efforts, includ-
ing serving as a board member of both the
Shirley Heinze Land Trust and Save the
Dunes. In addition to his wife, Jo Ann,
Dale’s survivors include three children and
five grandchildren. Donations in Dale’s
memory may be made to Save the Dunes,
the Shirley Heinze Land Trust, or to your
favorite conservation organization.

E&AA Life Member William C.
“Bill” Everhart, 95, Feb. 4, 2017,
peacefully in his sleep.

Bill earned his bachelor’s degree from
Gettysburg College and a master’s de-
gree in history from Penn State. He
served during WWII in the army infantry
and participated in the Battle of the
Bulge. While pursuing doctoral studies
at the University of Pennsylvania, he
worked for a summer as a ranger histo-
rian at Gettysburg NMP. During his sec-
ond year at the university, he was hired
as a permanent NPS employee at Gettys-
burg NMP, beginning his 26-year NPS
career in 1951 as a park historian. 

Subsequently, Bill served as historian at
Vicksburg NMP, project historian with the

Atlantic and Gulf Coast seashore study task
force, and he supervised historians and cu-
rators in the restoration of Independence
Hall at Independence NHP. He was trans-
ferred to San Francisco in the mid 1950s
and participated in a national survey of his-
toric sites and buildings, then went to St.
Louis to research and plan the Museum of
Westward Expansion at the Gateway Arch
at Jefferson National Expansion Memorial.
He then moved to Washington, D.C.,
where in 1962 he was assigned to serve on
a task force preparing long-range plans for
the NPS. He later served as assistant direc-
tor for interpretation, during which time
he campaigned to establish Harpers Ferry
Center and became its first director when
it opened in 1970. Before retiring from
federal service in 1977, he was special as-
sistant to the director for policy in the Of-
fice of the NPS Director. 

Bill received the DOI Distinguished
Service Award in 1966. During retire-
ment, he was a visiting professor at
Clemson University, and he was the
E&AA alumni editor of the National
Park Courier newsletter in the 1980s.
From 1982 to 1984, he served as chair
of Eastern National’s board of directors.
He authored a number of NPS histories,
including The National Park Service and
Take Down Flag and Feed Horses.

E&AA Life Member William R.
“Bill” Failor, 93, July 10, 2017 at the
Meadows Health Care Center at Home-
wood at Crumland Farms in Frederick,
Md., where he was a resident. 

Bill was born in Fort Loudon, Pa., and
spent his childhood and teen years in
Lemasters, Pa. After graduation from
Lemasters High School in 1942, he en-
listed in the US Army Air Corps at age 18
and served in the Pacific Theater. On Sept.
4, 1948, he married Mary Ellen Diehl. He
graduated from the Pennsylvania State
College (now University) with a degree in
landscape architecture in 1950. 

Bill began his long career with the
NPS in 1956 as a park planner/land-
scape architect in Philadelphia. He trans-
ferred to Washington, D.C., in 1965 to
become the master plan coordinator for
the National Capital Parks. Bill’s desire
to become involved in urban park man-
agement was realized in the late 1960s
when he became superintendent of Na-
tional Capital Parks - Central. 

In 1972, Bill moved to Frederick, Md.,
to serve as superintendent of Antietam NB
for about a year. He then became the first
full-time superintendent for Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal NHP, where he took
command of an extensive program of re-
pairs and restoration to rebuild the park
after tropical storm Agnes and later re-
opened the barge trail for hiking and bik-
ing. He completed his NPS career as chief
of interpretation, recreation, and visitor
services for the National Capital Region,
where he served from 1981 until his re-
tirement from the NPS in 1983. Upon re-
tirement, Bill received a DOI Meritorious
Service Award.

Bill was predeceased by his wife, Mary
Ellen, in 2001. His survivors include three
sons: Robert, Steve, and David (Kim-
berly); two grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Donations in his memory
may be made to the C&O Canal Trust,
1850 Dual Highway, Suite 100, Hager-
stown, MD 21740, the Daybreak Adult
Daycare Center, 7819 Rocky Springs
Road, Frederick, MD 21702, Grace
United Church of Christ, 25 East Second
Street, Frederick, MD 21701, or the NPS
Employees and Alumni Trust Fund.
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E&AA Life Member Robert L.
“Bob” Felker, 68, Feb. 27, 2017, at 
Excela Health Westmoreland Hospital in
Greensburg, Pa.

Bob had a 40-year NPS career, retiring
as senior field landscape architect from the
Denver Service Center in 2011. He was
duty stationed at Natchez Trace Parkway
for 33 years. Additional parks where he
had projects during his career included
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace NHP, Blue
Ridge Parkway, Canyon de Chelly NM,
Capitol Reef NP, Carl Sandburg Home
NHS, Fort Caroline N MEM, Fort Fred-
erica NM, Great Smoky Mountains NP,
Gulf Islands NS, Shiloh NMP, Stones
River NB, and Vicksburg NMP.

E&AA Life Member Gerald T.
“Jerry” Halpin, 94, Aug. 14, 2017, in
Jackson, Wyoming.

Jerry had a long and distinguished pro-
fessional career as a successful businessman
and real estate developer. Among his
achievements, he was the founder, presi-
dent, chief executive officer, and chairman
of the board of WEST*GROUP Manage-
ment LLC, a company that developed
over 14 million square feet of office, retail,
residential, resort, and industrial space,
mostly in the Washington, D.C., area.

Jerry and his wife, Helen, purchased
Lost Creek Ranch in Jackson Hole in
1969. Their ranch has been serving as a
longtime guest ranch and is still family-
owned. Later in life, he settled full-time
in Wyoming. He chaired the Grand
Teton National Park Foundation and was
the driving force behind its creation in
1997. He worked closely with then super-
intendent Jack Neckels to raise funds for
the park’s new Craig Thomas Discovery
and Visitor Center and helped to secure
an $8 million matching grant from the
federal government for the project. 

Jerry also served as a director of the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and
was the first finance chair of the Wolf Trap
Foundation. He was a board member of
Eastern National from 2005 to 2008. In
2008, he donated stock valued in excess of
$50,000 to the National Park Service 
Employees and Alumni Trust Fund as a
matching gift in response to another
$50,000 bequest, which helped to build an
endowment fund for the E&AA to provide
support for programs such as The George
B. Hartzog, Jr. Educational Loan Program
and the Disaster Relief Fund.

Jerry was laid to rest at Lost Creek
Ranch. His survivors include his wife,
Helen; son, Peter (wife, Diane); daughter
Christina (husband, Thomas); son, Michael
(wife, Mills); and seven grandchildren.

E&AA Life Member Adelaide C. 
Haraden, 94, April 5, 2017.

Adelaide was the wife of E&AA Life
Member Robert C. Haraden, who retired
as superintendent of Glacier NP in 1986.
She grew up in suburban Philadelphia
(Swarthmore) and attended Swarthmore
High School and Beaver College in Jenk-
intown, Pa. She loved Maine, spending
summers in Bar Harbor, where she met
her future husband. 

Adelaide and Bob were married on April
27, 1946 following Bob’s discharge from
the US Navy after WWII. Bob got his de-
gree as a civil engineer from the University
of Maine three years later, and embarked
on a career in the Maine State Park System
and the NPS. Bob’s career took the family
to numerous locations over the years, in-

cluding the NPS Eastern Office of Design
and Construction in Philadelphia, Rocky
Mountain NP, Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks, Grand Teton NP, Natchez
Trace Parkway, Yellowstone NP, Big Bend
NP, and finally, Glacier NP. Adelaide and
Bob then retired to Bozeman, Mont., and
enjoyed 25 summers at their cabin on See-
ley Lake, numerous cruises and trips
around the world, and annual visits to
Maine in the fall to see family and friends.

Adelaide’s survivors include her husband,
Bob; three sons: Carl, Steve (Linda), and
Peter (Cara Lee); and a number of grand-
children and great-grandchildren.

E&AA Life Member William Aubrey
“Bill” Harris, 80, March 18, 2017,
peacefully at Sentara Heart Hospital in
Norfolk, Va.

Bill was a native of Kitty Hawk, N.C.
He graduated with a degree in history
from Guilford College in Greensboro,
N.C., and served in the US Coast Guard
from January 1956 to December 1957
and the US Coast Guard Reserves. He
began his 38-year NPS career as a sea-
sonal employee at Cape Hatteras NS. 

Bill’s first permanent position was his-
torian at Wright Brothers N MEM. Sub-
sequently, he served as historian at Fort
McHenry NM and Historic Shrine and
then Mount Rushmore N MEM. This was
followed by superintendencies at Custer
Battlefield NM (now Little Bighorn Bat-
tlefield NM), Fort Sumter NM, Cape
Hatteras NS, Cumberland Island NS, and
Cape Lookout NS. He retired from the
NPS as park manager/special assistant,
Southeast Regional Office in 1998.

Following his NPS retirement, Bill re-
turned to Kitty Hawk, N.C., and served
on the town council as mayor from 2001
to 2005. He spent many years researching
and recording the history of the village
and community of Kitty Hawk and re-
cently completed the text for a proposed
book. His hobbies included photography
of nature and local landmarks. He was ac-
tive in local genealogy associations and
served for many years on the board and as
chair of the First Flight Society.

Bill’s survivors include his daughter,
Judith Harris Fearing (Craig) and her
mother, Frances Williams Harris; three
grandchildren; a sister; and numerous
nephews and nieces. Donations in Bill’s
memory may be made to The First
Flight Society, P.O. Box 1903, Kitty
Hawk, NC 27949 or the Kitty Hawk
Fire Department, P.O. Box 549, Kitty
Hawk, NC 27949.

E&AA Life Member Jere L. Krakow,
79, Nov. 3, 2017, quietly in his sleep,
surrounded by family and loved ones.

While Jere was a tenured professor of
history at Missouri State University, he
served as a seasonal ranger at Fort
Laramie NHS, Fort Matanzas NM, and
Pea Ridge NMP. After 20 years as a his-
tory professor, in 1983, he became a per-
manent NPS employee, first serving as
historian at Ozark NSR. From 1984 to
1995, he was historian and planning
team leader at the Denver Service Cen-
ter. In 1995, Jere was named superin-
tendent of the National Historic Trails
Program, working in Salt Lake City,
Utah, and in 2002, transferred to Santa
Fe, N.Mex. He had administrative re-
sponsibility for national historic and sce-
nic trails, including the Oregon,
California, Mormon Pioneer, Pony Ex-
press, Santa Fe, Trail of Tears, and
Camino Real de Los Tejas, as well as the

Old Spanish and Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro, which are national historic
trails that are co-administered with the
BLM, and the historic Route 66 Corri-
dor Preservation Program

Jere’s survivors include his wife, Jan;
sons, Jeff and Joel; and granddaughter,
Moira. Donations in his memory may be
made to St. Paul Lutheran Church, P.O.
Box 2500, Albuquerque, NM 87125 or
the Oregon California Trails Association,
P.O. Box 1919, Independence, MO 64051.

E&AA Life Member Noel James Pachta,
82, Oct. 15, 2017.

Noel was born into a large ranching
family with several generations in Des
Moines, N.Mex. After four years in the
US Navy Seabees, he married his sweet-
heart, Sammie Bates of Moriarty, N.Mex.
Shortly after their marriage, Noel em-
barked on a 27-year career with the NPS.
He joined the Park Service in 1962 as a
maintenance worker and equipment op-
erator at Chaco Canyon NM (now
Chaco Culture NHP). Following this, he
served as a maintenance supervisor and
foreman at Big Bend NP, Grand Canyon
NP, Mt. McKinley NP (now Denali NP
& PRES), Mesa Verde NP, and Cape
Hatteras NS. He was named assistant su-
perintendent at Gulf Islands NS in 1975.
He became the superintendent of Virgin
Islands NP in 1980 and then superin-
tendent of Fire Island NS in 1987, from
where he retired in 1990

Besides his wife and family, Noel’s pas-
sion and commitment was to the NPS—
its mission and vision. He had a keen
interest in every one of his tours of duty.
With each move, Team Pachta (Noel,
Sammie, and sons) immersed themselves
in the resource and culture of each site.
They met and fostered many friendships
in the NPS family across the nation.

After retirement, the Pachtas returned
to Moriarty, N.Mex., to build their
dream home and raise three grand-
daughters. Noel and Sam attended an-
nual Ranger Rendezvous every year until
Sam’s illness prevented them from visit-
ing old friends. The Pachtas were also
very involved in the Moriarty Historical
Society and Museum.

Noel’s number-one cowgirl and part-
ner, Sammie, passed away in 2014. His
survivors include his sons, Bruce and
Glen; three grandchildren; one great-
grandchild; three sisters and two broth-
ers; and extended family members. Noel
resided at Brookdale Retirement Com-
munity in Albuquerque, N.Mex. His re-
mains returned full circle to the Pachta
Ranch in Des Moines, N.Mex.

E&AA Life Member Richard C. Powell,
74, Feb. 18, 2017 in Arlington, Va., follow-
ing a long battle with brain cancer.

Richard retired from the NPS in 2013
as chief of the NPS Office of Risk Man-
agement after 48 years of service. Prior
to this, he served as a safety manager and
law enforcement ranger for the NPS. In
addition to WASO and the Intermoun-
tain Regional Office, parks where he
worked during his NPS career included
(then) Death Valley NM, Lassen Vol-
canic NP and Sequoia NP. His awards in-
cluded a DOI Safety Professional Service
Award, which he received in 2006, in
recognition of his outstanding leader-
ship, professionalism, and dedication to
the Department’s Safety and Occupa-
tional Health Program.

Richard’s survivors include his wife,
Farin; daughters, Brandy and Lenox; sis-
ter, Joanne; stepsons, Bobby and Jimmy;
and grandchildren, Marquise and Aspen.
Donations in his memory may be made
to Doctors Without Borders.

E&AA Life Member Fred W. “Que”
Quesenberry, 89, Nov. 20, 2016, in 
Albuquerque, N.Mex.

Que’s NPS career spanned over 30
years. He met his future wife, Shirley, at
Bandelier NM, where he was the admin-
istrative clerk. Que retired from the NPS
in 1980 as personnel management spe-
cialist from the Southwest Regional Of-
fice. He had a great love of the outdoors
and volunteered for over 10 years with
the New Mexico Department of Game
and Fish. He passed his love of the out-
doors on to his children and loved to tell
stories, carefully chronicling his family’s
life through pictures and words. Que was
also an avid woodcarver, gifting his cre-
ations to many.

Que’s wife of over 60 years, Shirley,
predeceased him in 2011. His survivors
include his son, David (Nancy); daugh-
ter, Lynn (Harley) Metz; and daughter,
Nancy (Jon) Jackson; four grandchil-
dren; and four great-grandchildren.

E&AA Life Member Marc Sagan, 88,
May 24, 2017, at home in Loudoun
County, Va.

Marc was a leader and innovator in the
field of interpretive planning. He was
born in the Roxbury neighborhood of
Boston and attended Boston English
High School. He graduated from the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst,
with a degree in biology and received a
master’s degree in natural history from
the University of Pittsburgh.

Marc served in the US Army during
the Korean War, then took a job manag-
ing Cunningham Falls State Park in
Thurmont, Md. He transitioned to the
NPS while he was in Thurmont, working
as the park naturalist at Catoctin Moun-
tain Park. It was while he was there that
he met and married his wife of 64 years,
Jean Kelbaugh Sagan. From Catoctin,
Marc went on to serve as a naturalist at
Grand Canyon NP.

Marc’s career flourished under the
NPS’s 10-year program, Mission 66,
which aimed to dramatically expand visi-
tor services by 1966, the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of the NPS. Marc
was one of a generation of innovators in
the field of interpretation who trans-
formed the national park visitor experi-
ence. These planners and designers
moved away from the “book on the wall”
convention of using text-heavy exhibits to
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explain the importance and context of
each park’s key features. Besides visitor
center exhibits, they used audiovisual
tools, outdoor exhibits, publications, liv-
ing history demonstrations, and other
means of engaging visitors’ attention by
bringing to life the story of each park site.

Eventually, Marc became manager of
the NPS Interpretive Design Center in
Harpers Ferry, W.Va. In that role, he had
the opportunity to travel and advise park
systems worldwide, including the United
Kingdom, Sweden, Japan, and Saudi
Arabia. When he retired, he continued to
serve as a consultant for state parks and
international sites.

Marc is survived by his daughter, Harriet
“Hatsy” Sagan Cutshall; son, Paul Sagan;
grandchildren, Kati and Alex Cutshall; and
his brother, Lester Sagan of Barrington, R.I.
He was preceded in death last year by 
his beloved wife, Jean. Donations in his
memory be made to one or more of the fol-
lowing organizations: National Park Foun-
dation, Lung Cancer Research Foundation,
and Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy.

E&AA Life Member Richard West
“Dick” Sellars, 81, Nov. 1, 2017, quietly
at home in Santa Fe, N.Mex., after a
struggle with Alzheimer’s disease. 

Born in Decatur, Tex., Dick was the
son of wildcatter oilman Robert Thomp-
son Sellars, Sr. and schoolteacher Johnnie
Mae Blankenship Sellars and knew the se-
curity of a multigenerational network of
relatives and friends in that small town.
He left there to attend Baylor University,
graduating with a degree in geology in
1957. After a few years as an independent
oilman in Jackson, Miss., he realized that
his interests lay more in history, geogra-
phy, and literature. He furthered his edu-
cation in these fields at North Texas State
University and the University of Missouri,
earning a Ph.D. in American history and
literature in 1972.

Dick began his 35-year NPS career in
the mid-1960s as a seasonal naturalist at
Grand Teton NP. He became historian
at the Denver Service Center in January
1973, then moved to the Southwest Re-
gional Office in Santa Fe in October
1973. He spent the remainder of his
NPS career in Santa Fe, although his
work involved virtually the entire Na-
tional Park System. From 1979 to 1988,
he headed the Southwest Cultural Re-
sources Center in Santa Fe, overseeing
programs in history, archeology, and 
historic architecture for the Southwest
Region and Servicewide programs in
submerged cultural resources. He also

served details as acting superintendent at
Pea Ridge NMP and San Antonio Mis-
sions NHP. He was a consultant with the
Dallas County Historical Foundation on
preservation and interpretation of the
Texas School Book Depository and
Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Tex., site of the
assassination of President John F.
Kennedy, leading to the establishment of
today’s Sixth Floor Museum.  

Dick found his greatest satisfaction in
writing and lecturing. His articles on
American history and cultural and natu-
ral resource preservation appeared in nu-
merous publications, and he frequently
taught courses on preservation philoso-
phy, policy, and practice and historic
preservation at NPS training centers and
various universities. He is best known as
the author of Preserving Nature in the
National Parks: A History, published in
1997 and the chief catalyst for a major
initiative by the NPS to revitalize natural
resource management in the parks. 

Following Dick’s retirement in 2008 as
historian from the Southwest Regional
Office - Santa Fe, he worked on a history
of cultural resources management in the
NPS, which remains unfinished. His
achievements were recognized by the
NPS and related organizations with the
Eastern National Authors Award in 1997,
the George B. Hartzog Jr. Award and the
DOI Meritorious Service Award in 2008,
and the George Melendez Wright Award
for Excellence in 2011. He will be re-
membered for his unwavering commit-
ment to preservation principles and
devotion to the NPS.

Dick’s survivors include his sister, Sally
Florian (husband, James); sister-in-law,
Sharon Sellars; cousins: Ben Man, John
Sellars, and Elaine Hyland; nieces:
Amanda Callinan, Melinda (“Tenna”)
Florian, and Kathryn Sellars; nephews:
Jason Florian and Trevor Stevenson;
three great-nieces; and his wife of 40
years, Judith Stevenson Sellars. There
will be no funeral, but a memorial service
will be held in early 2018, and his ashes
will be buried in the Sellars family plot in
Decatur, Tex., at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, please direct any donations to
the George Wright Society, P.O. Box 65,
Hancock, MI 49930-0065; Public Em-
ployees for Environmental Responsibility
(PEER), 962 Wayne Avenue, Suite 610,
Silver Spring, MD 20910; or The Food
Depot, 1222A Siler Road, Santa Fe, NM
87507-4107.

E&AA Member Vernon Copeland
Tancil, 88, March 30, 2017, peacefully
at home in Washington, D.C.

Vernon was born in Washington, D.C.
He joined the NPS in 1958 at Independ-
ence NHP, where he served as a museum
technician/curator until 1967. He then
became registrar of the Western Museum
Laboratory in San Francisco. In 1968,
following the lab’s closure, he served as
a writer/editor for the Denver Service
Center. In 1972, he transferred to Seat-
tle, where he served as regional historian
for the NPS’s Pacific Northwest Region.
He served in this position at the Pacific
Northwest Regional Office until his re-
tirement from the NPS in 1982.

In 1992, Vernon returned to Washing-
ton, D.C., where he served as a volun-
teer at the Martin Luther King Library
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. He was
also an active member of the Ben Holt
Memorial Branch of the National Asso-
ciation of Negro Musicians. Vernon’s

survivors include a number of nieces,
nephews, cousins, and devoted friends.
Donations in Vernon’s memory may be
made to St. Paul’s Parish and to Nine-
teenth Street Baptist Church, 4606 16th
Street, NW, Washington, DC, 20011.

Louis “Lou” Torres, 95, April 26,
2017, peacefully at Julia Temple Health-
care Center in Englewood, Colo.

Lou was born in New York City—the
child of Italian immigrants. He obtained
his bachelor’s degree from St. Johns Uni-
versity, then served in the US Army Air
Force from 1943 to 1946. He then ob-
tained his master’s degree in history from
Columbia University in 1948 and his
MBA from Hofstra University in 1958.

Lou’s first permanent NPS appoint-
ment was as a historian at Federal Hall N
MEM, where he served until 1967. His
next NPS position was historian with the
Denver Service Center, where he served
from 1973 until his retirement in 1981.
He was re-employed by the NPS at the
Denver Service Center as an annuitant
from 1982 to 1984 and in 1990.

During his NPS career, Lou worked
on studies on Federal Hall N MEM,
Fort Stanwix NM, Saratoga NHP, Cum-
berland Island NS, Eleanor Roosevelt
NHS, Pictured Rocks NL, Chalmette
Battlefield, and Gateway NRA. His
awards include a commendation from
the American Bar Association for re-
search on Federal Hall N MEM and a Bi-
centennial Award for research on Fort
Stanwix NM and Saratoga NHP. 

Lou was co-author of a history of Fort
Stanwix published by the NPS in 1976.
He was also the author of Tuckahoe Mar-
ble: The Rise and Fall of an Industry in
Eastchester, New York, 1822-1930 and “To
the immortal name and memory of
George Washington”: The United States
Army Corps of Engineers and the Con-
struction of the Washington Monument.

Lou’s survivors include his wife of 67
years, Evelyn; daughter, Patricia (Richard)
Cronenberger; son, Louis Torres, Jr.
(Barbara); and three grandchildren. His
daughter, Patricia worked briefly for the
NPS’s National Register programs from
1978 to 1981, and son-in-law Richard
Cronenberger retired after a long career
as a historical architect in the Intermoun-
tain Regional Office. Donations in Lou’s
memory may be made to the National
Active and Retired Federal Employees As-
sociation-Alzheimer’s Research, Chapter
1085, Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, 17th Floor, Chicago,
IL 60601 or to Integrated Family Com-
munity Services, 3370 S. Irving Street,
Englewood, CO 80110.

E&AA Life Member Glennie Wall,
August 16, 2017, from complications of
pneumonia.

Glennie retired from the NPS in 1990.
She was manager of San Francisco Mar-
itime NHP at the time of her retirement.

Jack R. Williams, Jan. 30, 2017.
Jack was born in 1924. During his

NPS career, he served as superintendent
of a number of NPS units. These in-
cluded Aztec Ruins NM from 1963 to
1965, Navajo NM from 1965 to 1968,
Nez Perce NHP from 1968 to 1975,
and Florissant Fossil Beds NM from
1975 to 1980.

Rachel Skaggs Wilson, 88, April 
30, 2017.

Rachel was a retired Mammoth Cave
NP supervisor. She was also the first fe-
male cave guide at Mammoth Cave.   n
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Corinne Fenner, Michelle Fidler, Bruce
Fields, Fire Supply Depot, Alan Fisher,
Steven Floray, Shelagh Forester, Brian
Forseth, Judy Forte, Friends of Acadia,
Susan Fritzke, Douglas Fry, Karl Gade,
Kimberely Gagllolo, Margaret Gallagher,
Tammy Gallegos, Denis Galvin, Jeffrey
Garaygay, Hafford Garland, Gabrielle
Garrett, John Garrett, G. Curtis Gaul,
Jennifer Haack Gaynor, Emily Geesaman,
Sharon Genaux, Maryanne Gerbauckas,
Patricia Gilbert, Marilyn Gillen, Bernard
Goodman, James Gorman, J. Scott 
Graham, Great Impressions Travel,
Great Smoky Mountains Association,
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Employee and Alumni Association, Tom
and Linda Griffiths, Katie Grubb,
Guadalupe Trading Co., Bridgette Guild,
Doris Guill, Rita Gunther, Randolph
Hack, Carol Haggerty, Larry Hakel,
William Halainen, Jennifer Haley, Judy
Halvorson, Gloria Hamilton, Carol
Hammond, Jane Hanna, Leonard
Hanna IV, Larry Hanneman, William
Harlow, Harmony Designs, Don
Harper, Rebecca Harriett, Kenneth 
Harris, Marry Harris, Ralph Harris,
Sharlot Hart, Michele Hartley, Barbara
Harvey, Michael Healy, Michael and
Donna Healy, Cherrill Heaton, Duane
Helweg, Sarah Hemmer, Jacqueline
Henman, John Henneberry, William
Henry, James Hensley, Heritage Playing
Card Company, Warren and Betty Hill,
Frank Hintz, Frances Hitchcock, Jane
Holland, Keith Hoofnagle, Lennon
Hooper, Elaine Howery, Meagan Huff,
James and Mary Hummel, Robbyn 
Jackson, Robert and Thelma Jacobsen,
David Jacobson, Lynn Jamison, Caroline 
Janney, Denise Jarvis, Shirley Jarvis, 
Laurette Jenkins, Daniel Jenner, Mary
Jensen, David Jervis, Ken Johnson, 
Jennifer Jones, Maryann Jones, Nancy
Jones, Rick Jones, L. Christine Judson,
Emily Kaminski, Pauline Kawamoto,
Alan Kehn, Paul Kelly III, Linda 
Kemnitzer, Jamie Kennedy, Steven
Kesselman, Larry Kilborn, Kevin Killeen,
James Killian, Lauren Kingston, Kevin
Kissling, Earle Kittleman, Phyllis Koenings,
Jamshid Kooros, Neil Korsmo, Marilyn
Krahn, Robert Krumenaker, Connie
Kurtz, Mae Kuykendall, JoAnn Kyral,
Patricia Laitner, MaryLaura Lamont, R.
Franklin Landis, Marie Landis, Susan
Langdon, Lapis Lazuli Jewelry Distributors
Inc., LASC Company Inc., LaserWorks
LLC., Mary Laub, Daniel Lawson,
Miner League, Paul Lee II, Troy Leib,
Stefanie Levner, Anne Lewellen,
Jonathan and Susan Lewis, David Libman,
Anne Lindsey, Brenna Lissoway, Mike
Locke, Peter Lonsway, Levi Lopez,
Jacqueline Lott, Prashant Lotwala,
David Lotz, Thomas Lubbert, Liz
Lucke, Louis Lunsford Jr., John Lynch,
Frederick MacVaugh, Stephanie
Madalena, Lonnie Maness, Kathleen
Manscill, Sue Masica, Emil Matic,
Richard Maxwell, Maria McAteer, Mary
McBurney, Paul McCain, William 
McCauley, Cliff McCreedy, Roberta 
McDougall, Terry McElrath, Robert
McIntosh Jr., Bruce McKeeman,
Therese McMullan, Julia Thomas 
McNamee, Tom Medema, Margaret
Meehan, Sara Melena, Mark Meyer,
Meyerbooks, Linda Meyers, MFB 
Advertising Inc., Darlene Miller, Dean
and Brenda Miller, Ed Miller, Sheila
Miller, Nora Mitchell, David Moffitt,

continued on page 9

DICK SELLARS
Andrea J. Sharon

continued from page 7



World War I Remembered
Eastern National, 2017
ISBN 978-1-59091-190-7
196 pp; $12.95

World War I Remembered tells the story
of an important chapter in American and
world history. Millions of American men

and women served in the military or vol-
unteered at home. More than 116,000
never came home. During and after the
war, the United States was thrust into a
leading role on the world stage. Published
to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of America’s involvement in World War I,
this volume of essays, written by eminent
World War I scholars, provides a better
understanding of this monumental period
in our history.

World War I Remembered is available
from Eastern National at www.eParks.com.

Tiger’s Adventures in the
Everglades
By jay gee heath
Illustrations by Mia Mazza 
Joyce G. Heath, 2017
ISBN 978-0989071284
110 pp; $17.59

In this self-published book by E&AA

Life Member Joyce Heath, which is told
from a pet cat’s point of view, readers can
enjoy the Everglades through Tiger’s many
encounters. The book features charming 
illustrations of Tiger and his adventures.

Tiger’s Adventures in the Everglades is
available on Amazon and Kindle. n
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Barbara Alberti, from internal compli-
ance review lead, Pacific West Region, to
superintendent, War in the Pacific NHP
and American Memorial Park.

Brandon Bies, from legislative coordi-
nator, National Capital Region, to super-
intendent, Manassas NBP.

H. Tyrone Brandyburg, from superin-
tendent, Carl Sandburg Home NHS, to
superintendent, Harpers Ferry NHP.

Becky Burghart, from chief of interpre-
tation, White Sands NM, to site man-
ager, Hanford location of Manhattan
Project NHP.

Brian Carlstrom, from deputy associate
director for natural resource stewardship
and science, NRSS, to superintendent,
Cape Cod NS.

Lisa Carrico, from superintendent, Great
Sand Dunes NP and PRES, to deputy su-
perintendent of operations and science,
Grand Canyon NP.

Sarah Craighead, from superintendent,
Mammoth Cave NP, to deputy regional
director, Southeast Region.

Chad Fisher, from acting wildland fire
operations program leader, to wildland
fire operations program leader, NPS
Branch of Wildland Fire.

Jennifer Flynn, from deputy superin-
tendent, Shenandoah NP, to superintend-
ent, Shenandoah NP and Cedar Creek
and Belle Grove NHP. 

Julie Galonska, from chief of interpreta-
tion, education, and cultural resource
management, to superintendent, Saint
Croix NSR.

Lindel Gregory, from Lower Current
District ranger, to chief ranger, Ozark
NSR.

Craig Hansen, from superintendent,
Knife River Indian Villages NHS, to su-
perintendent, Grand Portage NM.

David Horne, from chief ranger, South-
east Region, to superintendent, Pictured
Rocks NL.

Brian Johnson, from prevention pro-
gram manager, to chief, Structural Fire
Branch, NPS Division of Fire and Avia-
tion Management.

Laura E. Joss, from regional director,
Pacific West Region, to superintendent,
Golden Gate NRA.

Diane Keith, from regional partnerships
coordinator, Midwest Region, to super-
intendent, Tule Springs Fossil Beds NM.

J.D. Lee, from deputy superintendent,
Big Cypress N PRES, to superintendent,
Blue Ridge Parkway.

Turkiya Lowe, from chief historian,
Southeast Region, to NPS chief histo-
rian, WASO.

Linda Mazzu, from chief, Division of
Resource Management and Science,
Yosemite NP, to superintendent, Bryce
Canyon NP.

Joseph “Dan” McCarthy, from certi-
fied arborist/field project coordinator as
part of the Preservation Maintenance
Team at the Olmsted Center for Land-
scape, located at Boston NHP, to facility
manager, New Bedford Whaling NHP.

Susanne McDonald, from chief of 
interpretation and education, Inter-
mountain Region, to superintendent,
Lyndon B. Johnson NHP and Waco
Mammoth NM.

Mack McFarland, from deputy fire man-
agement officer, to safety and occupa-
tional health manager, Grand Teton NP.

Jonathan Meade, from deputy regional
director, to associate regional director for
resource stewardship and science, North-
east Region.

Steven Mietz, from superintendent,
Great Basin NP, to superintendent, Red-
wood National and State Parks. Prior to
his new appointment, Steven served in a
temporary assignment as superintendent
of Point Reyes NS.

Tony Nguyen, to NPS associate director
for workforce and inclusion, WASO.

Patrick Pearson, to chief of fire and avi-
ation, Midwest Region.

Michael T. “Mike” Reynolds, from act-
ing NPS director, to superintendent,
Yosemite NP. Prior to his acting assign-
ment, Mike served as deputy director of
operations, WASO.

Lori Rome, from an 18-month detail as
interpretive specialist with the American
Battle Monuments Commission at Nor-
mandy American Cemetery, France, to
the return to chief of interpretation,
Capitol Reef NP.

Paul Daniel “Dan” Smith, from NPS
deputy director, to acting NPS director.

J. Tracy Stakely, from superintendent,
Congaree NP and South Carolina state co-
ordinator for the NPS Southeast Region
Leadership Council, to superintendent,
Fort Sumter NM, Fort Moultrie, and
Charles Pinckney NHS. Tracy will also
have administrative oversight of Recon-
struction Era NM.

Barclay Trimble, from deputy regional
director and chief of staff, Southeast 
Region, to superintendent, Mammoth
Cave NP.

Jeff West, from acting superintendent,
to superintendent, Cape Lookout NS.
Prior to his acting assignment, Jeff
served as deputy superintendent of New
River Gorge NR, Gauley River NRA,
and Bluestone NSR. n

New Places & Faces

Off the Press

H. TYRONE BRANDYBURG
NPS

Michael Mongiello, David E. Moore,
Joseph Moore, Susan Moore, Michael
Moran, Howard Morrette, Rick Mossman,
Jeff Mow, Curt Musselman, David
Nathanson, John Neckels, Graham
Neiman, Catherine Nelson, Noelle
Nichols, Bruce Noble Jr., Deborah
Nordeen, Gina Nosal, Geo Nunez, Jack
Oelfke, Coanne O’Hern, Lisa Okazaki,
Olde Tyme Arts and Crafts, Gordon
Olson, Erin O’Leary, Mary Opfermann,
Steven Ortega, Martin O’Toole, Charlotte
Otto, Susan Packer, James Palmer, 
Pangaea Publishing, Ina Parr, David G.
Patterson, Erin Perchlaski, Lazaro Perez,
Robert Perkins, Sarah Perschall, Robert
Peterson, Winona Peterson, Pann
Pieroway, Jessica Pilkington, Larry
Points, Kelly Pontbriand, Randall Pope,
Sonya Popelka, Penny Post, Jackie 
Powell, Helen Price, Michael Putman,
Randy Quick, Ellen Quinn, Michael
Ramirez, Allyson Read, Larry Reed,
Michael Rees, Dennis Reidenbach, Janet
Reimer, Jill Reiter, Laurel Rematore,
Robert Reynolds, William Reynolds,
Megan Richotte, Thomas Richter, James
Riddle, Christina Rinas, Shane Ring, 
Andrew Ringgold, Alma Ripps, Mary
Risser, Edward Rizzotto, Kitty Roberts,
Laura Robinson, Edgar Rodriguez, Kiel
Rommel, Larry Rose, Regina Rose, 
Patricia Roser, Gwen Roth, Gail Rowley,
Louise Royce, John Rupert, John 
Ryan, Santa Monica Mountains Fund,
Jason Scarpello, Danny Schaible, Amy
Schneckenburger, Jerry Schober,
Heather Schoning, Cheryl Schreier,
Robert Schweiger, Beth Sciumeca,
Sealake Products LLC, Karen Searle,
Richard Sellers, Sequoia-Kings Canyon
Employee Association, Carolyn Shaw,
Kathleen Shay, Napier Shelton, Matthew
Shevalier, Michael Shields, Jerry Shimoda,
Signal Tree Publications, Jerry Simpson,
George Skoch, Geraldine Smith, Harriett
Smith, Laurie Smith, Mallory Smith,
Elizabeth Snyder, Mary Spalding,
Ronald Speedy, Lisa P. Spier, Sheridan
Steele, Helen Stenmark, Elizabeth Stern,
Bonita Stetson, Barbara Stewart, James
Stewart, Scott Sticha, Jane K. Storsteen,
Manny Strumpf, Stuffed Iggy Software,
Suzy Stutzman, Barry and Patti Sullivan,
Jane Sundberg, John Tanciar, Mark Tate,
Jimmy Taylor, John Teichert, Michael
Tennent, Helen Thomas, Joseph
Thomas, Oliver Thompson, Michael
Tollefson, Melissa Trammell, Barbara
Traver, Trickle Creek Books, Lawrence
Trombello, Kim Tucker, Tumàcacori
NHP, Christine Turk, Danielle Turner,
Berta Ulbarri, Joyce Umbach, Stephen
Underwood, Lawrence Van Horn Ph.D.,
Monique VanLandingham, Anne
Vawser, Stephen Veirs, Mark Vineburg,
Sarah Viscomi, George von Der Lippe,
Cynthia Von Halle, Cherie Voorhees,
Cynthia Walker, Franklin Walker, Eric
Walkinshaw, David Wallace, Larry
Walling, Daniel Ward, Gary Warshefski,
Julia Washburn, Timothy Watkins, Kim
Watson, Michael Watson, Roland Wauer,
Kelly Weak, James Webster, Sara Weeks,
Margaret Weesner, Kendall Weinert,
Franklin Weingart, Margaret Welch,
Nancy Welch, Joanne Weldin, Alan
Whalon, Whispering Dream Pewter Inc.,
Ed Whitaker, Andrew White, Bonnie
White, Heidi White, Lowell W. White,
Denise White-Jennings, Edward Widmer,
Aneth Wight, Lynn Wightman, Terry
Wildy, Clyde Wilkes, Megan Williams,

E&A Trust Fund
continued from page 8

continued on page 10

The Arrowhead Store
The Arrowhead Store is administered
by Eastern National at the NPS’ re-
quest to nurture the pride and spirit
that is the hallmark of those who have
made the NPS a leader in the fields of
conservation and preservation. Arrow-
head products feature the official logo
of the NPS and are not available for
purchase by the general public but
may be purchased by NPS employees
and alumni and our partners, such as
cooperating association employees
and volunteers, who help us protect
park resources and serve the public.

Visit the Arrowhead Store at
www.ArrowheadStore.com today,

and see what’s new!



Contribution to the National Park Service Employees and Alumni Trust Fund

The National Park Service Employees and Alumni Trust Fund (a 501(c)(3)) is supported
only by your generous contributions. Use this form to make a tax-deductible contribution
to the Trust Fund. Donations may also be made to E&AA, a 501(c)(4) organization.
These gifts are not tax deductible. Send completed form to Bonnie Stetson, E&AA
Membership, 470 Maryland Drive, Suite 1, Fort Washington, PA 19034.

Name:__________________________________________________________
Enclosed is a check for: $_____. I would like the donation to support: (circle one or
indicate an amount for each).
NPS Employees and Alumni Trust Fund (tax deductible) ______________
E&AA _____________________

Employees & Alumni 
Association Board Assesses
the Association’s Future
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Thank you to the following newsletter 
contributors: Cherilyn Alexander, Marcia S.
Atchison, Vickie Carson, Hatsy Sagan 
Cutshall, Anne DeGraaf, Lily G. Engle, Bob
Failor, Magaly Green, Jane Hanna, Robert C.
Haraden, Frances Williams Harris, Joyce
Heath, Jennifer Jackson, Susie McComb, Lori
Rome, Judy Sellars, Philip Selleck, Andrea
Sharon, Penny Wagner, Louis S. Wall, David
H. Wallace, Jeff Wolin, and Kathy Ziegenfus.
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The following donations were 
received this quarter. Thank you 
for your support.

In memory of Bob Barbee and 
Bob Smith

Bob and Anita Peterson

In memory of Pete Hart and 
Joseph Kastellic

Roger and Karen Andrascik

In memory of John Kawamoto
Pauline Kawamoto

In memory of Lester 
McClanahan 

Custer County Library
Elsie F. Traughber

In memory of John Parks
Ann Parks 

Frank F. Kowski Memorial
Golf Tournament

Great Smoky Mountains 
Association

Intermountain Region
National Park Foundation
Pacific Northwest

Benefactors

Over the years, the Employees and
Alumni Association of the National

Park Service (E&AA) has adapted the
services it provides to its members in an
effort to remain current and relevant. In
years past, the E&AA focused on provid-
ing opportunities for members to meet
and enjoy reminiscing about their time
working with the National Park Service.
Information was distributed through the
Arrowhead newsletter, which was the go-
to publication to learn about what was
happening in parks, about the career ad-
vancements and retirements of friends
and co-workers, and about the passing of
friends and colleagues.

The E&AA Board, and Eastern Na-
tional staff as the management company
of E&AA, continually monitor member-
ship and newsletter trends. Advances in
technology have provided membership
organizations with new and innovative
ways to distribute information to large
groups of people with similar interests in
a more timely and cost-effective manner. 

We’ve seen dramatic changes in mem-
bership levels at other organizations.
Groups like Rotary, Kiwanis, Jaycees,
and Masons have experienced member-
ship decreases of 20 to 76 percent over
the past few decades. E&AA member-
ship has also declined, but the decline
has been much slower. 

We continue to hear that members are
using social media to stay connected with
friends and former co-workers and to
stay on top of topics related to our na-

tional parks. The periodic newsletter
model has become obsolete, as many
folks are following parks and people on-
line—providing near-instant access at
one’s fingertips.

In 2017, only seven new E&AA mem-
bers were added, while overall member-
ship decreased by 64 people. Most new
members join E&AA to take advantage
of the National Park Service Employees
and Alumni Trust Fund’s George B.
Hartzog, Jr. Educational Loan Program,
which provides a valuable service to
E&AA members and their families. 

In addition to The George B. Hart-
zog, Jr. Educational Loan Program, the
National Park Service Employees and
Alumni Trust Fund also administers a
Disaster Relief Fund, which supports
NPS and partner organization employees
in their time of need when directly im-
pacted by a natural disaster.

With membership in the E&AA de-
creasing and activities diminishing, it is
time to take a closer look at the long-
term viability of the membership organ-
ization. The E&AA Board will perform
an analysis to determine the long-term
viability of the organization and how to
ensure the two most popular, related
programs that are performed by the 
National Park Service Employees and
Alumni Trust Fund—educational loans
and disaster relief—continue for many
years to come. When the analysis is com-
pleted, we will share more information
on the future of E&AA later in 2018. n

E&AA welcomes the 
following new members:
Jeffrey Chamberlain, Laura Cohen,
Roberta D’Amico, Bruce Lane, David
McCowan, Tim Watkins, and Wilma
“Mimi” Woodward.

E&A Trust Fund
continued from page 9

Scott Williams, Ahna Wilson, Jonathan
Winters, Cynthia Worthington, Jamon
Wouters-Friendshuh, Joyce Wright,
Ronald Wrye, Gary Wuchner, Joan and
John Yamrich, Mitchell Yarvin, Yosemite 
Conservancy San Francisco, James Youse,
Gail Zimmerman, and James R. Zinck. n


