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Park Service notes Black History Month

Atlanta site honors Dr. King

Dr. Martin Luther King, ]Jr.

By Ellen Vogler
Community Planner
The Martin Luther King, Jr. NHS, Ga.

The Martin Luther King, Jr.,
National Historic Site, Ga., was
established to honor and
commemorate Dr. King, the leader of
the civil rights movement. The site
includes the home where Dr. King
was born; the family church, Ebenezer
Baptist Church, and the surrounding
neighborhood. A related Preservation
District includes a larger portion of the
neighborhood where Dr. King lived as
a child. This unique unit of the
National Park System contains
approximately 300 historic structures
within 95 acres located several blocks
from Atlanta’s central business district.
Preserving the environment in which
Dr. King grew up will facilitate the
telling of the story of his boyhood and
the roots of the civil rights movement.
And it is the hope that preservation of
the neighborhood will lead to
economic revitalization of the
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Birth home of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

once-thriving Sweet Auburn
commercial district.

Just after the turn of the century,
relations between blacks and whites in
Atlanta worsened and segregation
became more formal. Blacks began
moving into the Auburn Avenue area
as whites left for other parts of the
city. By 1920, Auburn Avenue was the
black business center of the Southeast.
Because blacks couldn’t shop, eat, be
entertained, bank, hold meetings, buy
insurance, or stay overnight in

downtown Atlanta, they built their
own business center in the Auburn
area. By the 1930s, the Avenue was so
successful that John Wesley Dobbs, a
leading businessman and politician,
called it “Sweet Auburn” because of
the social and economic success blacks
were able to achieve there.

In the early part of this century, the
area encompassed by the Martin
Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site
and Preservation District was an
almost self-contained black

community. Many important
businesses started and operated on
Auburn. In addition, three major office
buildings gave blacks the office,
meeting, and retail space that was
denied to them in downtown Atlanta.
Blacks made their living on the
western end of Auburn and lived on
the eastern end. The Old Fourth
Ward, part of which is included in the
park, is a very stable residential
community. The rich social and
cultural life of Auburn Avenue
extended to this area; self-help groups
and literary societies flourished while
several colleges started here. Many
prominent black educators, ministers,
businessmen, and politicians lived in
the Old Fourth Ward. Many of the
houses are still owned by the families
that lived there in the early 1900s.
There was also a very active social
and religious life for blacks in the
Auburn community. Several important
churches, including Big Bethel A.M.E.
Church, Wheat Street Baptist Church,
and Ebenezer Baptist Church, served
as an important part of the civil rights
movement in Atlanta in the 1950s and
the 1960s. The Butler Street YMCA,
founded in the basement of Wheat
Street Baptist Church, has long been
an important force in the life of black
Atlanta and served as a training
ground for black leaders such as
Martin Luther King, Jr., Vernon

Jordan and Whitney Young.

Black Atlantans also came to Auburn
for less formal socializing. The Top
Hat Nightclub (later the Royal

Ebenezer Baptist Church.
Continued on page 2.

Alternative financing by
Cabrillo Historical

Association

By Jim Tuck
Chief of Interpretation
Cabrillo National Monument, Calif.

In these times of alternative
financing exploration and increased
emphasis on volunteerism, it's very
important that we not forget the
long-standing friends of the
parks—the cooperating associations.
The Cabrillo Historical Association,
with its 26-year history of assistance to
Cabrillo National Monument, Calif., is
one of the exemplary associations of
the 62 now in operation. As we all
know, our associations are
Congressionally authorized and
function to support the interpretive
operations of the park. With that
purpose, the Cabrillo Historical
Association (CHA) was established in
February 1956, and has grown steadily
over the years. The strong support for
the park’s operations has never
waned, and the contributions to the
park in funds, publications, sales
offerings and board members’ time

have been significant. It would be
difficult to add up the number of
hours that CHA board members have
volunteered to help the park and the
association.

The most obvious presence that
CHA shows is in the sales area, where
a number of books, posters and other
appropriate items that deal with the
park’s themes are sold. Because the
sales area shares an information desk
with the park staff, CHA sales people
spend a lot of time giving information,
answering phones and generally being
“extra staff” to the park interpreters.
As work-years become dear, extra help
is all the more appreciated.

As a direct result of the sales,
“profits” are turned back into the
park’s interpretive efforts. In fiscal
year 1983, a $48,000 contribution to
Cabrillo National Monument has been
approved. In the past, these funds
have been used for the mundane
needs such as film processing to the
more elaborate support for a film
about Cabrillo produced by Harpers
Ferry Center. Donations are made for
Cabrillo Festival events, the
production of an annual historic
seminar, sign-language interpreters for
Festival events, purchase of curatorial
cabinets, contracting for oral history,
acquisition of signs and nameplates
and many projects, both large and
small.

The association is also a successful

publisher, beginning some years ago
with the publication of the annual
historic seminar papers and the
“Western Explorer,” and continuing
with the most recent general guide to
the park, “Cabrillo National
Monument.” CHA books have
garnered awards at biennial
cooperating association conferences
and in San Diego competitions.

All of these areas are vital and give
the park visitor a more meaningful
experience, but a little-recognized
donatjon to the park comes through
the volunteer time and effort that
board members have given through
the years. This is another area where
the Park Service is increasing emphasis
recently but where there is a proud
tradition of volunteer assistance that
has gone on with little fanfare but
steady support.

Les Earnest is the newly-elected
Chairman of the Conference of
National Park Cooperating
Associations. In this unpaid role he
has the task of assisting other
associations in dealing with the daily
trials and tribulations of life as a
non-profit organization working within
the Service’s guidelines. This is but the
tip of the iceberg in Les’ contributions
through his 20-year association with
the Park Service. Hardly a week goes
by that he is not in the park to assist
the Business Manager in-preparing or
monitoring the budget or at a meeting

to evaluate a possible contractor for a
publication or program. He gives the
park a “supportive adversary” who is
very important to and appreciated by
the staff. We know that his heart is
where our’s is, but he is in a position
to question and look at things as an
outsider: we would be less able to do
our jobs professionally without him.
Another volunteer board member,
Carl Reupsch, is deeply involved in a
research project on Juan Rodriguez
Cabrillo, a person of obvious
importance to the park, but a person
about whom we know too little. Carl
has written to foreign libraries,
archives and universities to try to find
the original log of Cabrillo’s journey.
He served as editor of most of the ten
papers published for the Cabrillo
Festival Historic Seminars and recently
edited the most significant of those
articles for a single publication. He has
been on the board or advisory board
for 19 of the association’s 26 years.
Fred Trull is a past chairman of the
CHA board and is presently
publications committee chairman.
Through much time and careful
business negotiating, he has
coordinated a CHA contract with a
local multi-image firm to produce a
professional slide and sound program
for the park. There will likely be side
products for the park visitor such as
slide strips, posters and perhaps a

Continued on page 2.

Cuyahoga
Office moves to
‘Company Town’

By Mark Gatewood
Park Technician
Cuyahoga Valley NRA, Ohio

Cuyahoga Valley National
Recreation Area, in populous
northeastern Ohio, was established in
1974 as an urban recreation area in the
Park System. Virtually every aspect of
managing and operating this new area
presents challenges: the task of
molding it from a mosaic of public and
private recreational and cultural
facilities; the creation of a park from a
landscape abused by dumps,
powerlines and urban spillover; the
interpretive challenge of establishing
the National Park Service presence;
and the management of the Cuyahoga
Valley’s extensive cultural resources.

The area has 250 buildings on its
List of Classified Structures, of which
68 are listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. Most of these were, at
the time of their acquisition, in a
neglected state, having been vacant for
a year of more. Park managers were
caught in a squeeze; they had been
able to acquire these important
buildings but didn’t have the money
to stabilize them against further
deterioration. They began to search for

innovative ways to restore and . _.
maintain the historic character of the

Cuyahoga Valley and in doing so
added another chapter to the history
of a little town called Jaite.

In 1905 Charles Jaite, a German
immigrant and paper-manufacturing
expert, chose a site along the
Cuyahoga River for a paper mill.
Factors cited in his choice included
pure water from a deep artesian
well—which would produce a superior
paper—proximity to the Ohio Canal
and the B & O Railroad, and the low
cost of the land. Upon completing the
mill in 1906, Jaite began building the
company town which would bear his
name.

The Jaite Mill became a substantial
industry in Summit County and
continues operation today under new
management. The company store and
employee residences, located west of
the mill in Cuyahoga County, passed
into private hands in the 1960s.

In 1979 the Jaite Mill Historic
District—consisting of the mill,
company store, two identical duplex
housing units, four nearly identical
bungalows and assorted
outbuildings—was entered into the
National Register with the expressed
hope that the park Service would be
able to restore the locally significant
site to its original “company town”
appearance.

The Park Service acquired the town
of Jaite for inclusion in the National
Recreation Area in 1980. As the
residences were being lived in at the
time of acquisition, they were in better
condition than many Cuyahoga Valley
historic buildings. Park managers
began to consider possible adaptive
uses for a restored Jaite; a major
environmental education complex,
employee housing, a centralized park
headquarters. The 1981 Resource
Management Plan favored Jaite as a
park headquarters. Because Jaite is
nearly at the mid-point of the
recreation area’s 15-mile north-south
length, consolidation of headquarters
functions there would save energy and
travel time. A 1982 study of park office
space confirmed the site’s suitability
for park headquarters.

Site restoration began in May of
1982 with the move to the new

Continued on page 2.



Martin Luther King, Jr.

Continued from page 1.

Peacock) was known as a center of
black entertainment: top performers
such as Bessie Smith, Louis
Armstrong, B.B. King, the Supremes,
and Gladys Knight and the Pips
performed there. In addition, the roof
garden in the Odd Fellows Building,
the Royal Hotel, and the many
restaurants that lined the Avenue gave
it a reputation as the center of night
life for black Atlantans.

Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in
1929 at 501 Auburn Avenue. His
grandfather, A.D. Williams, and later,
his father were pastors of Ebenezer
Baptist Church. Living in the midst of
the phenomenally successful Sweet
Auburn community, Martin learned
what blacks could achieve even in the
face of legal segregation. The stable
social, economic and religious
community had a strong influence on
Martin and helped him form
convictions about civil rights and what
biacks could accomplish. Martin lived
on Auburn Avenue until 1941, when
his family moved to Boulevard, just
north of the Preservation District. He
continued to live in the Old Fourth
Ward until 1948, when he left Atlanta
to pursue his academic career. In 1954,
Martin Luther King, Jr., was
catapulted to a leadership position
during the bus boycott in
Montgomery, Ala., and became an
important leader in the civil rights
movement. In 1960, he moved back to
Atlanta and became co-pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church. During the
1960s, he was active in the political
and social life of Auburn Avenue. As
President of the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, headquartered
on Auburn Avenue, King led a
national campaign to end segregation.
International recognition of his
leadership came when King received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. After
his assassination in 1968, his funeral
was held at Ebenezer. He is buried at
the Freedom Hall Complex, adjacent
to the church.

More than 300 structures remain in
the park and are an outstanding
cultural resource. Most of the
buildings that Dr. King knew in his
boyhood still exist along Auburn
Avenue and give the visitor an
opportunity to experience the area as
he knew it.

The location, quality of available
structures, and rich historical fabric of
the Martin Luther King, Jr., National
Historic Site and Preservation District
make it a prime candidate for historic
preservation and economic
revitalization. Although business has
declined in the Auburn community
since the 1960s, it is still a reminder of
the success achieved by Dr. King and
the many men and women who lived
and worked here. With inclusion in
the National Park System, the site is
likely to beconte the premier tourist
attraction in downtown Atlanta.
Preservation of these structures will
help visitors understand the
environment in which Dr. King was
raised, and economic revitalization will
re-create for visitors the successful
business community that was Sweet
Auburn. Congress has not yet
appropriated operational funds for the
National Historic Site, but historical
research and preparation of the
General Management Plan is
underway. Through the preservation
of the community and interpretation of
the rich history of Auburn Avenue,

the Park Service will commemorate Dr.
King and the movement he helped
create.

History Research

An innovative approach to park
historical research is working
successfully at the Martin Luther King,
Jr., National Historic Site and
Preservation District. Months before
the planning process got underway in
mid-1982, for the General Management
Plan (GMP) document, it became

apparent that basic historic data
regarding the new area was essential
for planning, interpretation and future
management decisions. What
developed in response to these needs
amounted to a close cooperative effort
between the park and the Denver
Service Center (DSC).

In November 1981, DSC historian
Jerry Greene visited the area and
drafted a task directive outlining its
cultural resource needs. Greene and
the staff soon realized that the
traditional large-scale historic resource
study approach would not produce
needed data in a timely fashion for the
planning process, and a phased
strategy was devised to meet research
needs for several years in the future.
This strategy involved recruiting a
local research team of historians, on a
temporary basis, to produce under the
direction of DSC the various studies
suggested in the task directive. Thus
assistance to Park Historian Dean
Rowley is being provided by Vincent
Fort, Alexa Henderson, Carole
Stevens, Barbara Taggert and Andy
Ambrose.

The research group is producing a
broad historical data base which
identifies and evaluates significant
structures, people and events

associated with the themes of the
park: (1) King’s Life and Legacy; (2)
The Evolution of the Civil Rights
Movement through King; and (3) King
in the Center of a Prosperous Black
Neighborhood.

From this information, a key step in
the GMP process can be completed.
The site’s visitor experience and the
primary resources—which must be
protected in order to be able to explain
the themes—will be defined.
According to DSC resident planner
Rick McCollough, “The research will

help provide a feeling for the scope ot
basic interpretation, visitor facilities
and resource management programs,
which are necessary to fulfill the
purposes of the park. Along with a
resource protection study evaluating
the suitability and feasibility of various
private and public resource protection
techniques, the data will serve as the
basis for the development of several
GMP alternatives dealing with future
use and management of the National
Historic Site and surrounding
Preservation District.”

In April 1982, DSC Cultural
Resources Specialist Ron Johnson
assumed the role of providing
coordination for the research effort,
ensuring that information gathered
was pertinent to needs of the park and
general management plan and was
consistent with NPS standards. Work
included initiation of several projects
to be completed by the end of fiscal
1982, development of scopes of work
for research topics, and technical
oversight for current and future

written work.
The site’s permanent and temporary

staff of historians includes individuals
with professional, recognized skills in
black history and who have studied,
taught and worked in the Atlanta area.

At the April meetings, two small
research teams were set up to prepare
major research papers titled “Auburn,
A Role Model for Martin Luther King,
Jr.” and the “Morphology of Auburn.”
These two studies have provided
needed data for the site’s interpretive
program and will provide preliminary
cultural resource information for the
planning effort. Earlier cultural
resource studies include historical base
maps, a preliminary overview of the
Martin Luther King, Jr., National
Historic Site, and an historical and

architectural inventory of all historic
structures, completed with the
assistance of the Preservation Services
Division, Southeast Regional Office.
Progress toward compiling a
bibliography of information relating to
the Auburn Avenue community is
virtually complete. Projects slated for
fiscal 1983 and after include the later
life of Martin Luther King, Jr., an
initial assessment of the legacy of
King, an overview of the Civil Rights
Movement and the theological and
philosophical views of King.

The historians received research
assignments based on their interests
and professional expertise. Johnson
had overall coordination and review
responsibilities, while Park Historian
Dean Rowley acted as the coordinator.
According to Superintendent Janet
Wolf, “This collective approach to
historical research helped accomplish
our research mission in a very effective
manner. The project certainly
demonstrated a useful collaboration of
the park and DSC in conducting a
research project that made use of our
limited resources and will help us in
the planning process and interpretive
programs.”

Cabrillo
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publication.

Don McQuiston is a designer whose
name is often mentioned at
cooperating association conferences as
the designer of an award-winning
book or poster. He has donated his
talents on two books and a poster that
CHA published and won awards with.

There are others who have also
contributed—Dick Yale has been
associated with the board since the
association’s creation, and his
experience in the printing and
publishing fields has lent
immeasurable assistance to
publications activities.

Working for the CHA are members
of the park’s family that do a lot to
help maintain the high standards of
visitor services that Cabrillo’s visitors
have come to expect. Business
Manager Shirley Rees is always
looking for new offerings in the park’s
themes and her financial skills have
produced sales that have grown
steadily and dramatically, outpacing
the visitation increase over the past
few years. She runs an up-to-date
operation that is professional and
complements the Park Service tradition
of service to the visitor.

An excellent future can be predicted
for the Cabrillo Historical Association
and its relationship with the National
Park Service. Such assistance is a fine
example for those exploring the fields
of alternative financing and
volunteerism. CHA has been doing it
for 26 years!

Cuyahoga

Continued from page 1.

headquarters scheduled to begin in
January 1983. Managers feel that
adapting historic structures to
use—serving the public or the park—is
the key to restoring and maintaining
valuable resources. This course was set
early in Cuyahoga’s life with the
renovation of Happy Days Camp, a
Civilian Conservation Corps
recreational development, to become
Happy Days Visitor Center, a primary
visitor contact and interpretive
program building in the southern part
of the park. A second CCC-era
building has just been winterized to
serve as a winter sports visitor center
and warming area.

Many other adaptive projects are on
the drawing boards: a canal-era house
called the “Locktender’s House” will
become the park’s northern visitor
center and museum of the Ohio Canai;
the village of Everett is to become an

artists-in-residence community, where
artists can work, display and teach; an
1833 Vernacular Greek Revival Home
located near the “Locktender’s House”
may become north district interpretive
offices.

Adaptive restorations may serve
other than direct NPS functions.
Recent legislation allows the National
Park Service to lease restored historic
structures to private concerns for
compatible uses, such as offices for a
local historical society. In either case,
both the public and the park benefit
and the adaptive restoration retains
the scenic and historic ambiance of the
Cuyahoga Valley.

Ashe Ordnance
closes doors

After 13 years, Ashe Ordnance
Works of Glendale Springs, N. Car.,
have quietly closed its doors. Don
Long and his associates produced
perhaps 100 gun carriages—many of
them located at our national
parks—and made an untold number of
repairs, restorations and
reconstructions of essential parts.

Ashe Ordnance was facing hard
realities, and faced them
squarely—realities based on changing
budgets of public monies for military
parks, battleground sites and
memorials, and also expenditures by
private individuals and group
hobbyists.

All tools and equipment were
auctioned off Nov. 10.

Jerry Whitehouse
Fort Carolina NM, Fla.

SHENANDOAH NP,
VA.—Superintendent Robert R.
Jacobsen has advised the Virginia Air
Pollution Control Board that air
pollution is slowly damaging the park.
He outlined park efforts to curb the
damage, but said he thought most of
the problem was being imported in the
form of acid rain from the industrial
belt along the Great Lakes. The 2
million annual visitors (and their cars)
do not contribute significantly to the
problem, he said.

YOSEMITE NP—Superintendent
Robert O. Binnewies presented the
prestigious Yosemite Award to Dr.
Avery Sturm at the park’s annual
alumni picnic in Wawona last fall. The
award is given each year to an
individual for outstanding
contributions to Yosemite. Dr. Sturm
of Midpires, Calif., served as a trustee
of the Yosemite School Board, a
member of the Lions Club and as a
charter member of the Yosemite
Conservation Club.
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Park Briefs

BOSTON NHP, MASS.—Robert
Lansing, star of TV’s “12 O’Clock
High,” which aired in the 60s, turned
up at Charlestown Navy Yard, Dec. 17
and 18, to narrate a documentary
called “Sea Trials.” The film, which is
being produced by a Chicago firm for
Bath Iron Works, is concerned with
America’s naval preparedness since

Superintendent Pearson with King Olav V of Norway.

CASTLE CLINTON NM,
N.Y.—Superintendent of Manhattan
Sites Duane Pearson was among the
dignitaries who welcomed Norwegian
King Olav V to Castle Clinton National
Monument in lower Manhattan during

"

his visit to New York City, last fall. A
reception at Castle Clinton followed
dedication of a Norwegian Merchant
Marine and Royal Norwegian Navy
gift memorial stone in Manhattan’s
Battery Park.

the closing of active shipyards.

An 8-man crew filmed aboard the
USS CONSTITUTION on Dec. 17, and
on Pier 2 of the Navy Yard amid snow
flurries and below freezing
temperatures on Dec. 18. The film will
be shown on public TV sometime this
year.

DEATH VALLEY NM,
NEV.-CALIF.—Final work has been
completed on the Environmental
Impact Statement that calls for getting
rid of some 2,501 burros at the
monument. Among the solutions
offered, NPS officials prefer the option
of trapping the animals and putting
them up for adoption, where feasible.
Removal of the burros will allow
recovery of soils, vegetation and native
wildlife habitat.

USS ARIZONA MEM, HAWAII—A
former naval gunnery officer during
the attack on Pearl Harbor Dec. 7,
1941, was the featured speaker for the
41st commemoration of that event
Dec. 7, 1982. Joseph K. Taussig, Jr., a
retired U.S. Navy captain, was
stationed aboard the USS Nevada on
Battleship Row when the Japanese
struck. Serious wounds he received
during the battle led to the amputation
of a leg. He later was awarded the
Navy Cross for heroism. Taussig is a
third generation Naval Academ
graduate. :






