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Donors respond quickly to first park Gifts Catalog

The “gifts of Christmas giving” came
early to one of the country’s newest
Park System units—Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area,
near Los Angeles.

Santa’s sleigh not only came early,
but its reindeer were pulling a curious
cargo of gifts: computers, chain saws,
a wood splitter, oak trees, plants
native to the area, a sprinkler system,
an amphitheater, and even cash. It
also includes an illustrated Gifts
Catalog to ignite future donations.

It is this catalog that has touched
both hearts and pocketbooks of private
corporations and citizens. The unusual
catalog—the first of its kind from the
National Park Service—was inspired
by Secretary of the Interior James
Watt’s emphasis on volunteerism in
the parks and wider private sector
involvement in helping the Service
achieve needs and programs it
otherwise would not seek through the
budget process.

The park catalog, unlike similar
commercial publications, does not
offer items for sale, rather it invites
corporations and individuals to
purchase “gifts” for the park. The first
gift was the book itself—printed and
distributed at no cost to taxpayers,
thanks to a donation of $5,000 from
Chevron USA, Inc., of Los Angeles.
The first printing was 6,200 copies.
Most are just arriving at the target
groups: corporations, businesses,
service clubs, and civic organizations.
But response has been quick and
positive.

Gifts in hand already include:

A multi-thousand-dollar advanced
computer system from Epson America

picnicking . . . $5,000.

of Torrance, Calif.; and an anonymous
donation of $5,000 for a small
interpretive seating area near the
park’s scenic Franklin Canyon; and
three chain saws and a wood splitter,
valued at $1,700, for clearing trails and
storm damage, from the McCulloch
Corporation of Los Angeles.

Smaller donations are no less
welcome: Cash donations of $35 from
a Van Nuys, Calif., woman for
planting native plant species; $15 from
a Santa Clara man for native plants;
$100 for placing a memorial oak tree in
the mountains; another $100, this from
an Allentown, Pa., woman, for an oak
tree; $50 for native plants from a Santa
Monica man; and a growing fistful of
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$5 and $10 checks so the National Park
Service people at the NRA can put
money “where it will do the most
good.”

Business, corporation, and group
recipients of the Gifts Catalog can
rarely respond as quickly as motivated
individuals. Yet, in the first week a
lawn sprinkling firm discussed
possible donation of their apparatus
and service. And another $5,000 was
promised for an amphitheater in the
park. Groups atid organiz..tions will
find that Santa Monica Mountains has
a remarkable range of needs. And
many can be tied in directly to the
interests of giver-groups.

Outdoor and sports organizations
can take their pick from a list of items
such as canteens ($5 each) and cook
kits ($20), all the way to backpacks
($120) and tents ($200 to $450). Cinema
buffs remember the dusty street in
“High Noon,” with Gary Cooper
facing the movie’s bad guys—filmed
on the Western Town movie set now
in the park. After “30 years of rowdy
use,” the set at the old Paramount
Ranch needs some $25,000 for
restoration and enhancement. Arts
and folklifers can consider sponsoring
a performer or craftsman ($200) or
staging a traditional Native American
Indian Powwow dance ($3,000).
Nature lovers or those concerned
about public safety can choose
between climbing ropes ($125) and
portable resuscitators ($540). Wildlife
and wildflower guide printings go for
$3,000 each; a children’s natural
history book, $6,000.

Potential contributors are invited to
give either cash for all or a portion of
the cost of an item or to donate the
item itself. Besides the public benefit,
private contributors gain a tax
deduction for their contributions.

As is usually the case, the successful
editing and printing of the Santa
Monica Mountain catalog resulted
from effective teamwork.

NPS’s Western Regional Office in
San Francisco provided people and
expertise. At the Denver Service
Center, the Graphic Arts and Editing
Branck, Graphic Systems Division,
provided final polish to the project.
Design, illustration, and layout was by
Larry Morrison, Visual Information
Specialist. Writing and editing was by

Gail Slemmer, Technical Publications
Writer/Editor.

Although Santa Monica Mountains
is the first park to publish a gifts
catalog, several other California-based
park areas have catalogs in the
printing stage, and other sites
throughout the Park System have
theirs in the planning stage.
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Gift suggestiont: Your Choice. Is there a
special natural, historical or cultural aspect of
the Mountains that interests you? If so, sponsor
a slide show, nature walk, exhibit or seminar on
the subject . . . $500/topic.

Muir Woods’ Diamond Jubilee
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Muir Woods.

By Mia Monroe
Park Technician
Muir Woods NM, Calif.

Today’s towering redwoods were
already growing in California’s coastal
forests when the pueblos of Mesa
Verde were being constructed, as
Columbus discovered the New World,
when Portola first sighted San
Francisco Bay, and the Declaration of
Independence was signed. And this
year, the virgin redwood stands at
Muir Woods will mark their 75th
anniversary as a national monument.

For three quarters of a century local
residents and visitors from afar have
travelled to these inspiring groves. A
location just across the Golden Gate
Bridge and within the shadow of the
San Francisco metropolitan area has
made it convenient for millions to
view these examples of the world’s
tallest trees. Yet, at the turn of the
century, plans were being made to cut
these tall trees for lumber. Redwoods
throughout the area had already been
logged and due to the narrowness of
the canyon these were the last.
William Kent of Marin County,
realizing their beauty and
uniqueness, purchased the land. But
soon condemnation plans to dam the
canyon endangered the redwoods
again.After Mr. Kent made this area a
gift to the Federal Government,
President Theodore Roosevelt
proclaimed it a national monument on
Jan. 9, 1908. At Mr. Kent's insistence
the area was named in honor of John
Muir, the noted writer, naturalist and
conservationist. And thus, Muir
Woods National Monument was set
aside 75 years ago for enjoyment,
preservation and the study of Sequoia
sempervirens—the coast redwood.

Muir Woods also has other claims to
a place in NPS history. This was the
first national monument created from
land donated by a private individual,

and Mr. Kent, as Congressman from
Marin County, helped author the 1916
legislation establishing the National
Park Service.

Muir Woods is nestled in Redwood
Canyon on the southwestern slopes of
Mount Tamalpais in Marin County,
where State park lands surround it.
Since 1972 Muir Woods has been
administered with Golden Gate
National Recreation Area.

To many, these magnificent trees are
a living link to pre-history and a
tranquil touch of nature. In these
woods one can appreciate these relics
of another age. Long ago, redwood
forests spread across the northern
hemisphere but time and climactic
changes have reduced their range.
Today, coast redwoods cling to the
very edge of California, the giant
Sequoias are limited to a few scattered
groves on the western slope of the
Sierra Nevada, and the dawn redwood
is only found in a few central valleys
of China.

Six miles of trail through the 550
acres of Muir Woods provide a range
of experiences and link up to Marin’s
extensive trail network. Wayside
exhibits and a self-guiding nature trail
help interpret the park. Visitation has
increased dramatically over the years
and foreign visitors account for a large
percentage. Muir Woods is also
popular as a “living classroom” for
many Bay Area schools.

Now in its 75th year as a national
monument, there has been a renewed
interest in the monument’s
interpretive programs, visitor services,
and resource management concerns.
Future visitors will reap the benefits of
an active fire management program
and creek rehabilitation work. The
implementation of a new interpretive
prospectus and increased support from
the monument’s cooperating
association will also improve
opportunities for future generations to
better understand and enjoy the
redwoods and associated eeology.

Tumacacori
assisted by
Italian experts

Douglas L. Caldwell
Cultural Resources Management
WASO

Preservation work recently
completed at Tumacacori National
Monument, Ariz., was the first
treatment project in the United States
involving personnel from Rome, Italy’s
International Center for the
Preservation and Restoration of
Cultural Properties (ICCROM).
ICCROM's involvement was at the
request of Director Dickenson for
assistance in resolving the paint and
conservation problems at Tumacacori.
The three ICCROM participants have
directed conservation projects
throughout the world and are
recognized internationally for their
knowledge and skills as mural
conservators and restorers. The three,
Paul Schwartzbaum, Carlo
Giantomassi, and Donatella Zari,
provided direction for this phase of an
overall preservation plan that was
under the supervision of Denver
Service Center Historical Architect
Anthony Crosby. In association with
the project, Park Service participating
personnel were instructed in some of
the latest “state of the art” techniques
and in mural painting conservation
philosophy. The instructional aspect of
the project was arranged as specific
training assignments by the DSC
training office. Service employees
participating were: Allen Bohnert,
museum specialist, Mesa Verde
National Park; Greg Byrne,
conservator, Harpers Ferry Center;
Anthony Crosby, project historical
architect, DSC; Carole Perrault,
architectural conservator, North

Continued on page 2.



LBJ hosts regional directors

By Park Ranger Robert J. Hoff and Secretary Bonnie Jenschke, LB] Ranch Unit
Lyndon B. Johnson NHP, Texas

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson, Director Dickenson and Lawrence Klein, Maintenance foreman for
the LB] Ranch Unit of the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park chat during the social hour

prior to the barbecue feast.

All of us in the national parks
receive important visitors from time to
time. But what do you do when you
find out that Director Dickenson,
Deputy Director Grier, members of the
WASO staff, all the regional directors,
and Service Center managers are
coming to visit your park? You do as
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical
Park did—you pull out all the stops.

The occasion for the September 22
visit by this group was the Director’s
quarterly Regional Directors
conference being held in nearby San
Antonio, Texas, Sept. 20-22.

The LB]J Staff, upon learning about
the planned visit, mobilized into
action. The orientation trip around the
Lyndon B. Johnson Ranch, via the
Park Service tour bus, would pose
little problem. But how to make the

visit special, something that might be
a highlight of these dignitaries' visit to
Texas, was another question.

We decided on something symbolic
of Texas Hill Country hospitality,
something evocative of the spirit of
Texas, something historically
associated with the LB] Ranch: a Texas
style barbecue.

If you have never organized a Texas
barbecue for over a hundred guests,
you might not be aware of the
necessary attention to detail. High on
the priority list was the selection of a
head chef. Woodcrafter Ray Kunkel,
award-winning veteran of Texas
barbecue cookoffs, and a man who
knows his barbecue business well, was
appointed. Decorating the historic LBJ
Ranch hangar was no small matter.

This responsibility fell to the capable
hands of Museum Specialist Libby
Hulett. Of course, other activities such
as horseback riding and “washer
pitching” had to be planned as well.

The menu included juicy,
mouth-watering pork ribs, sausage,
mutton, beef, and cabrito (goat),
complemented with pinto beans
cooked over an open fire, along with
homemade salads and desserts.
Sourdough biscuits were prepared in
dutch ovens by chuckwagon living
history Interpreters Jeff Manley and
Larry Cosby. Though the food was a
highlight of the day, the visit wasn’t
all eating.

The special guests began their tour
of facilities in the auditorium of the
LBJ State Historical Park where
Superintendent Sandy Walter, along
with State Park Superintendent Harold
Woods, welcomed them. At the State
Park NPS tour buses pick up visitors
for the LB] Ranch tour. This
cooperation between State and Federal
employees is a significant feature of
the NPS park management program.

Because of shortage of time, the
guests could not visit the Johnson City
Unit of the park, 15 miles to the east.
To brief the group, Johnson City Unit
Supervisor Park Ranger Sandy Earley
presented a slide show on the unit’s
resources and activities.

Accompanying Superintendent
Walter on the bus tour and assisting
her in describing the park’s resources
and programs were driver/Park
Technician Steve Robinson,
Administrative Officer Ted Cockrell,
General Foreman Buddy Hodges,
Chief of the Division of Interpretation,
Protection and Resource Management
MacDonald Heebner III, and
Supervisory Park Ranger (LBJ Ranch
Unit) Bob Hoff.

Besides the interpretive story, the
group received briefing information on
the park’s enabling legislation and
Development Concept Plan, the
Integrated Pest Management program
for our pecan orchards, the
management of the live oak trees, the
Pedernales riverbank restoration
project, the park’s working
relationship with the Secret Service,
the ranching crops and cattle
operation, rmuseum specimen
conservation, and the park’s security
program.

After the bus tour of the park, Lady
Bird Johnson welcomed the guests to a
private social gathering at her home.
Mrs. Johnson’s usual warmth,
graciousness and Texas hospitality
made the reception and personally
conducted tour of her home a
highlight of our guests’ visit.

The mood and atmosphere for a
Texas barbecue must be just right. The
interior of the LB] Ranch Hanger was
decorated with handmade quilts
artistically draped from the walls. A
beautiful Texas evening permitted the
hangar wall to be lifted. Just outside
the hangar dining area, a campfire
circle, including a chuckwagon
belonging to Mrs. Johnson and
another belonging to the park,
completed the lonesome prairie
backdrop.

The quality of the food and the
decor were matched only by the
evening’s activities.

For instance, no Texas ranch
barbecue is complete without an
old-fashioned horse race. National
Capital Regional Director Jack Fish,
unaware of Alaska Regional Director
John Cook’s college experience as a
rodeo rider, accepted John's challenge
to race to the pastures. Gallantly, Jack

managed to come in second, though
some time after the race was over,
barely holding on to his horse, we
might add.

Park General Foreman Buddy
Hodges’s surprise 51st birthday cake
turned into a double surprise when
Bonnie Jenschke, the superintendent’s
secretary, dropped her half of the cake
during the presentation. Western
Regional Director Howard Chapman,
displaying catlike reflexes and afraid of
missing dessert, lunged at the fallen
cake, scooped up a handful off the
floor, and began to eat it—some
witnesses say before it even hit the
floor.

Later in the evening Director
Dickenson presented a Letter of
Commendation to Museum Specialist
Libby Hulett for an outstanding
performance rating and a 10-year
service pin to Budget Assistant Frankie
Hohenberger. With the hangar lights
dimmed, Bob Hoff and Sandy Earley
presented a slide show entitled
“Lyndon B. Johnson National
Historical Park: The Crown Jewel of
the Southwest Parks.” Director
Dickenson, introduced by Southwest
Regional Director Bob Kerr, made
some remarks in which he stressed the
importance of the support of the
American people for the “national
parks idea” to continue in the future.

The chance to meet and talk to the
Director, regional directors and other
guests was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, and everyone at the park
really enjoyed the occasion.

We, the staff of the park, were glad
that we had a chance to share our
park and one of those famous LB]
Ranch barbecues with this very
down-to-earth bunch of people and
hope they’ll always remember their
visit to the Texas Hill Country.

Volunteer SAR at Acadia

By Bill Dwyer and Jeff Smith
NPS Rangers
Acadia NP, Maine

Although Acadia National Park is
one of the smaller National Parks in
the System, its 34,000 acres of
mountains and seacoast attract more
than 3 million visitors a year, many of
whom engage in recreational activities
that occasionally require search and
rescue responses by park staff. In the
last 3 years, for example, park
personnel engaged in 34 climbing
rescues, responded to 19 climbing
injuries, and searched for 16 people.
In order to provide effective visitor
services in this crucial area, it is
incumbent upon the park to maintain
a viable search and rescue capability;
this task is the responsibility of
Acadia’s East District Ranger, Roger
Blain.

In an effort to optimize the park’s
capability, Blain’s approach was to
stimulate interest among several area
agencies in the possibility of formal
search and rescue training. Response
to his inquiries was very encouraging,
and 15 agencies became involved in
both receiving and providing training
during a 3-day session that Blain
planned and implemented during the
first week in May 1982. During this
training session interest grew in the
development of an island-wide search
and rescue organization that would
engage in periodic training and be
available on a year-round basis for
search and rescue operations in both
Acadia National Park and the
surrounding area. This organization,
called the Mount Desert Search and
Rescue Group, became a reality last
summer and presently contains more
than 70 members possessing a wide
variety of skills such as technical rock
rescue, emergency medical services,
communications, scuba diving and K-9
search.

At its weekly meetings the group
has become actively involved in
developing new skills, cross training
with Acadia rangers, and in planning
for organized responses to requests for
search and rescue operations in the
Mount Desert area. During the last
few months the group participated in
several rescues, searches and carry
outs. Their involvement provided
manpower to complement park
personnel and created a more effective
search and rescue capability for the
park.

With Acadia’s rock cliffs, 125 miles
of hiking trails and enormous

Acadia’s rescue crew in action.

visitation, this group of dedicated
volunteers will become increasingly
effective in saving lives and will
demonstrate what the Park Service
and involved citizens can accomplish
together.

Gift of “Visit USA” maps

At a luncheon involving members of
the Board of Directors of the National
Tour Association (NTA) this fall, the
painting that was used as the cover
design for the new “Visit USA” map
by NTA was presented to the
Department. Former Under Secretary
Donald P. Hodel accepted on behalf of
the Secretary. Shown in photo on right
(from left) are NPS Deputy Director Ira
Hutchison, Assistant Secretary G. Ray
Arnett, NTA President William
Grossman, Special Assistant to
Director Dickenson for Tourism
Priscilla Baker, then former Under
Secretary Hodel, Director Dickenson,
and Special Assistant F. Clifton White,
Jr.

The luncheon was held at the new
Washington Marriott Hotel.

The “Visit USA” map was produced
by the National Tour Association for

distribution to the public at no cost by
the National Park Service (within the
U.S.) and by the U. S. Travel and
Tourism Administration of the
Commerce Department (abroad). The
map shows major Federal and State
highway systems, major American
cities, most national park areas,

distances between points and the
names and addresses of all of the
States’ travel offices (to help travellers
plan trips within and among States).

NPS regional offices and the WASO
Public Inquiries office have been
provided copies of the map at no cost
to NPS or the public.

Tumacacori
Continued from page 1.

Atlantic Historic Preservation Center;
Toby Raphael, conservator, HFC;
Elizabeth Santos, historical architect,
DSC; and Brigid Sullivan, conservation
technician, Western Archeological and
Conservation Center, Tucson.

This project represented the final
phase of an extensive preservation
program begun in 1975. It preserves
historic plaster and paintings on the
interior of the sanctuary dome and
walls. Over the years, moisture
transported soluble salts to the surface
of the plaster, where they crystallized
and forced the decorative paintings
away from the walls. These
recrystalized salts also damaged much
of the plaster. And the salts drew,
through hygroscopic action, more
moisture to these already deteriorated
areas of plaster and paint. The source
of the problem—moisture penetrating
from the exterior—was eliminated; but
the results, flaking paint and gypsum
wash, and stained, friable, missing
and poorly attached plaster, remained.

A long-fiber Japanese tissue paper
and water were employed to reattach
the gypsum wash and paint layers.
The tissue protected the friable wash
and served as a vehicle for
transporting water to the wash. The
water, in turn, pulled the wash and
paint back onto the surface of the
dome, and, with minimal pressure,
reattached the wash and paint.

Areas where the plaster was
missing, such as over exposed adobe
bricks in the dome and around the
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edges of painted surfaces, were filled
in with a new plaster mixture of one
part lime to four parts sand. In
addition, some of the original plaster
was reattached to surfaces in the dome
and on the walls of the sanctuary and
nave. Portions of the original plaster
were cleaned. One of the cleaning
methods employed moistened
Japanese tissues against the surface
and a poultice saturated with
ammonium carbonate to loosen
embedded stains. The stains were then
removed with cotton daubing.

With the preservation work
completed, visitors may be surprised
to see that the mission still looks like a
ruin. But the Park Service has been
charged with preserving the ruins of
the Tumacacori mission church and to
interpret its significance in the rich
history of the American Southwest.
The site will suggest the glories of the
mission’s past, but it will not be a
recreation of its early 19th-century
appearance.

Background Information

The mission of San Jose de
Tumacacori has been a national
monument since 1908. It
commemorates the Spanish colonial
period in the American Southwest.
Father Kino, the energetic Jesuit
proselytizer among the Indians in
Arizona and Sonora Mexico, first
celebrated mass in 1691 at a Pima
village he referred to as Tumacacori,
just a few miles from the present site
of the mission. By 1698, an

“earth-roofed house of adobe,” fields
of wheat, and herds of domesticated
animals had been established at the
site of that first mass. After the Pima
Rebellion of 1751, the village was
moved to the present site. By about
1772, the headquarters for the
missions in the surrounding district
were moved from nearby Guevavi to
Tumacacori in response to continuing
Apache raids. The Jesuits had by this
time been expelled from all Spanish
lands, and responsibility for the
missionary work had been given to
the Franciscans. Construction of the
present church is believed to have
begun about 1800. It was definitely in
use by 1820.

After Mexican independence in
1821, most of the frontier missions
were abandoned due to the new
government’s inability and lack of
desire to provide security from
Indian attacks. The cessation of
government financial support of the
missions further weakened the
viability of the mission network
along the Mexican frontier. The
situation continued to deteriorate at
Tumacacori, and by 1844, the
Mexican government sold the
mission to a private citizen. When
the last Indian communicants left the
area in 1848, they carried the
church’s furnishings with them to
the mission of San Xavier del Bac,
just a few miles south of present day
Tucson. Some of the statues were
returned to Tumacacori in 1973.
Abandoned, the only thing that
saved the structure from total
destruction by weather and souvenir
hunters was its massiveness.






