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Hdt Springs celebrates 150th

By Hugh Crenshaw
Management Assistant
Hot Springs National Park, Ark.

Activities commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the establishment of
Hot Springs as the Nation’s first
Federal reservation were celebrated
April 20 in Hot Springs National Park,
Arkansas. The springs and
surrounding land were set aside by
Congress in 1832 to be preserved as a
natural resource. The legislation,
signed by President Andrew Jackson,
was unprecedented. It predated the
creation of the U.S. Department of the
Interior by 17 years, Yellowstone
National Park by 40 years, and the
National Park Service by 84 years.

Today, the 47 springs that supply
Hot Springs’ famed thermal water
continue to flow at a rate of about
1,000,000 gallons per day at an average
temperature of 143 degrees Fahrenheit.
They serve four bathhouses, a medical
center, a health spa, five hotel
bathhouses, and an arthritis hospital.
Visitors come to the park and the city
of Hot Springs from all over the world
to bathe in the invigorating, naturally
sterile water. In 1981 the park
recorded more than 5,000,000 visits,
with more than 1,000,000 of these
defined as recreational.

Special sesquicentennial activities
were planned by interested Hot
Springs and Garland County citizens,
with help from park superintendent
Roger Giddings.

Historic murals and paintings of
American Indians who inhabited the
area and kept it neutral territory so all
could benefit from the healing waters
were prominently displayed.
Photographs of bygone years depicted
the spa city in its formative and
expanding era when it grew from a
small outpost in the Arkansas
Territory to a burgeoning tourist
destination. Guided tours through the
partially renovated Fordyce Bathhouse
also gave visitors a glimpse of Hot
Springs’ past.

The historic Maurice Spring, located
on the city’s Bathhouse Row, was
reopened in a formal ceremony April
13. It had been closed since the early
1960s.

The Grand Promenade, situated on
the slopes of Hot Springs Mountain,
was dedicated as a National Recreation
Trail in a ribbon-cutting ceremony
April 14. Jo Luck Wilson, Director of
Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism, participated in the ceremony.
The 17 foot x 3,000 foot winding red
and white brick walkway was begun
in the 1930s as a Public Works project.
It contains myriad landscaped trees
and shrubs, hot spring water
fountains, park benches,
checkerboards permanently inlaid in
park tables, and numerous overlooks
to view the city below. Work on the
Promenade continued for almost 30
years before completion.

Groundbreaking ceremonies also
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(From left) Superintendent Roger Giddings, Interior Secretary’s Advisory Board Member Bill Wiener, Jr., and Director Dickenson.

took place for a planned, 216-foot
observation tower atop Hot Springs
Mountain. The new tower will replace
one that stood for almost 70 years on
the same site. The Hot Springs
Advertising and Tourist Promotion
Commission will construct the tower.

At 11 a.m. April 20, from a white
gazebo festooned with bunting, Park
Service Director Russell E. Dickenson,
Southwest Regional Director Robert
Kerr, Arkansas Governor Frank White,
U.S. Congressman Beryi A..uwity, Hot
Springs Mayor Tom Ellsworth, and
Superintendent Giddings paid tribute
to Hot Springs and spoke of its

significance to present and future
generations.

Anniversary activities included
several concerts by the Navy Band
Memphis; a parade through the heart
of the city; luncheon remarks by Bill
Wiener, Jr., immediate past chairman
of the National Park System Advisory
Board and a member of the Board’s
Council; a senior citizens band; and a
number of commemorative gifts for
sale to the public. The park’s
interpretive staff and-Eastern National
Park and Monument Association
helped to develop the commemorative
items.

Birthday cake and coffee were
served at park headquarters all day,
Large cakes were donated by the
Quapaw Vocational Technical School,
the Arlington Hotel donated coffee,
and the Women’s Chamber of
Commerce and others served.

One of the events that made the
celebration memorable was a letter
from 92-year-old Horace M. Albright
who wrote, “I am delighted that the
150th anniversary of Hot Springs
National Park is to-be so.appropriately
and appreciatively remembered by the
carrying out of such an excellent
program of diverse events.”

f.

Ozark
Riverways
cave mapping

By Dean C. Einwalter
Management Assistant
Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Mo.

Have you ever had the desire to
relive the childhood of Mark Twain’s
characters Tom Sawyer and Huck
Finn? Perhaps so, but would that
include a harrowing experience in a
cave as well?

If caves have a special fascination for
you, you would be interested to know
there may be at least 200 of them
meandering under the hills and bluffs
bordering the Current and Jacks Fork
Rivers within Ozark National Scenic
Riverways of Missouri.

Scott House is a speleologist who
has taken a special interest in the
caves within the Riverways. Thanks to
him and his associates, some 60 caves
have been mapped there in the last 2
years. During the week he teaches 6th
grade in Arnold, Mo. Weekends often
find him groping his way through an
entirely different kind of “classroom.”

Scott is a member of the Missouri
Speleological Society and was its
president during 1975-76. The goals of
the organization include exploration,
mapping, study and conservation of
Missouri’s caves. Although members
are volunteer, they possess
professional backgrounds which are
very conducive to furthering the
purposes of the organization.

For example, Leonard Butts is a
draftsman for a gas company. Jerry
Wagner is a cartographer with the
U.S. Geologic Survey and Joel Laws is
an electronic technician for an
electronics company. Together these
three and other members provide a
solid framework for gathering and

using much needed knowledge of
Missouri caves. In their work they
cooperate with other researchers. The
knowledge gained provides valuable
management benefits that include
determining the highest and best use
of the cave resources. In doing this,
various considerations need to be
addressed. Two endangered species,
the Indiana and grey bats, are known

to utilize some of ‘the caves within the
Riverways. Unique species also exist
there, such as the Ozark blind
salamander and the southern blind
cave fish, which have adapted senses
other than sight for living in the dark.
Some caves contain unusual and
fragile formations. Others pose serious
threats to casual users such as steep
and unexpected contours which must

Scott House, Volunteer Coordinator, Missouri Speleological Society.

be ascended or descended to follow a
sometimes tortuous course. Still other
caves are quite safe and offer the
casual visitor an opportunity to
explore an unusual environment.

The nature of this volunteer work
can be somewhat less than glamorous.
It usually involves being wet and
dirty. The mappers are often on their
hands and knees, and sometimes flat
on their stomachs in following cave
routes to their ends. The work

involves crawling long distances, and
occasionally through bat guano, mud,
and other slippery or very rough
surfaces. It is difficult to exaggerate

the physical hardships involved with
cave mapping. Park Interpreter Chris
White is also a speleologist and he too
has emphasized the inconvenience and
discomforts of mapping caves.

Before entering a cave, one must
check weather information carefully
because flash flooding is not unusual.
For the same reasons, visitors
sometimes need protection, and caves
which are subject to flash flooding
should be entered by only those
persons thoroughly familiar with
caving.

In cave mapping, Scott House and
his associates take great pains to reach
the various extremities of the
underground passageways. They seek
the highest and lowest points, a
multitude of side passages and seek to
reach the very source of the caves.
Working with various lights, and
occasionally having to carry heavy
instruments in a hostile environment,
they strive for accuracy in their work.
The dividends for the park are
considerable. Eventually it is hoped
that all its caves will be thoroughly
inventoried and mapped.

For every hour in the field, the
speleologists estimate another hour is
spent in private homes, reviewing
notes that were written in subdued
lights and transferring the information
to understandable form over a drafting
table or typewriter. Thousands of
hours of volunteer time have been
quietly spent in this endeavor.

There is also a glamorous or other
scientific aspect of their work. In
several caves whiskey stills or their
remains have been found. Some
looting and vandalism have occurred.
Some of this can be traced to
persistent Ozark stories of lost silver
caves or Indian relics, and the search
for these mysterious sites.

(Continued on page 2.)



ozark CaVeSs (Continued from page 1.)

In some caves archeological evidence
has been found that may prove
valuable to restructuring the
prehistoric past. It can be tied to other
archeological research ongoing at the
Riverways.

Some caves have specific historic
value. For instance, it is believed that
Hospital Cave was used by North and
South during the Civil War. Meeting
House Cave was reportedly used for
just that, holding meetings in a
secluded and safe location.

Cave names also lead one’s
imagination and provide a glimmer of
recent history, although the facts are

often clouded by time. In sorting
through cave names, the group strives
to retain historic names to emphasize
local ties. Such cave names as
Baptizing Hole, Jam-up Cave, Coal
Bank Cave, Devil's Well and
Bootlegger’s Cave are only a few of
those that lead one to conclusion or
leave one wondering.

The work done by Scott House and
his associates of the Missouri
Speleological Society is an outstanding
example of volunteer effort leading to
increasing knowledge and improved
management.

Volunteer members, Missouri Speleological Society.
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Park Service widens range
of land protection methods

By Grant W. Midgley
Office of Public Affairs, WASO

Park areas with land acquisition
needs have been asked to take into
account a wide range of methods in
preparing land protection plans.

The new policy gives increased
emphasis and attention to less-than-fee
methods of conserving and controlling
lands in the National Park System.

The change conforms to a new
Departmental policy dealing with
acquisitions financed through the Land
and Water Conservation Fund as
published in the Federal Register of
March 18, 1982, by the office of the
Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks.

(Upon the merger of NPS and
HCRS, management of the Federal
portion of LWCF—previously a
responsibility of HCRS—was assigned
to the Assistant Secretary’s office.)

Stanley Albright, associate director
for Management and Operations said
we “will be giving more attention to
such matters as: identifying the
specific lands or interests in them that
are necessary to achieve park
management purposes; using practical
alternatives to direct Federal purchase
of land; and formulating and revising
plans as necessary to give assurance
that sociological impacts are
considered in preparing and
implementing acquisition programs.

“The Service also will seek closer
cooperation with private landowners,
other Federal agencies, State and local
governments and the private sector to
assist us in meeting our land use
objectives,” Albright said.

Congress authorizes parks and
defines their boundaries, but the Park
Service must acquire whatever
property interests are needed to assure
adequate public access and protection
of the areas. Especially in the last two
decades of rapid Park System
expansion, the Service has also had to
contend with rising land costs, limited
funds, and the views of private
citizens with interests affected by park
projects.

A “less-than-fee” acquisition means
acquiring, through purchase,
condemnation, exchange or donation,
a right to use or a restriction on land.
For example, instead of paying the full
price for property and owning it
outright, the Service might—for a
smaller payment—buy an agreement
in perpetuity limiting structures to a
certain height, or requiring
maintenance of a portion of a tract in
its natural state. Such an “easement”
might offer sufficient protection for
park purposes, yet leave the property
for use of the owner, subject to the
restrictions.

“The Park Service has previously
sought to use less-than-fee acquisition
in some situations,” Albright
explained, “but the revised policy
means we will be placing even more
emphasis on this and other
alternatives to outright ownership.”

The Service recently completed case
studies in eight units of the Park
System, investigations that the agency
believes will assist it in developing the
practical aspects of the revised land
acquisition policy. The eight are:

Appalachian National Scenic Trail

Biscayne National Park, Florida

Chaco Culture National Historical
Park, New Mexico

Channel Islands National Park,
California

Chattahoochee River National
Recreation Area, Georgia

Grand Teton National Park,
Wyoming

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park
and Preserve, Louisiana

Kaloko-Honokohau National
Historical Park, Hawaii

“The studies considered the costs
and benefits of different methods,”
Albright said, “with a goal of
providing the highest quality of
resource protection and visitor use at
the lowest cost to the taxpayer. This
effort also reflects our desire to be
more responsive to, and compatible
with, the needs of local citizens and
local government agencies,” he said.

Teamwork is the key

Historian Dennis P. Kelly
Stones River NB, Tenn.

Instantly following the bugle’s shrill
command a pounding roar of cannons
echo. and a cloud of blue-grey
smoke rolls across the battletield. But
unlike the bloody Civil War
encounters, there are no casualities. A
moment of eerie silence follows before
the crowd of spectators applauds and
then, kids leading the charge, they
advance on the cannons for a closer
look.

Not a battle at all, this is a unique
artillery demonstration performed by
the combined interpretive staffs of
three NPS Civil War battlefield parks:
Chickamauga-Chattanooga National
Military Park, Ga.-Tenn., Kennesaw
National Battlefield Park, Ga., and
Stones River National Battlefield,
Tenn. All three parks fire cannons as
part of their interpretive activities, and
Chickamauga historian Ed Tinney
proposed the idea of pooling their
efforts to fabricate an entire battery,
the basic tactical organization of Civil
War field artillery.

It has become, after 2 years, a
regular event. Chickamauga battlefield
kicks off the shooting season by
hosting a Memorial Day encampment.
Five demonstrations are held both
Saturday and Sunday. Because this
date about coincides with the
commencement of the summer visitor
season, the gathering of cannon crews
doubles as a stringent training session,
when gun drill is practiced ‘and black
powder safety is preached. During the
Independence Day weekend at Stones
River, the cannon-fire plays a
thundering salute to the national
birthday. Culminating the season,
Kennesaw Mountain hosts a Labor
Day demonstration.

On the first two dates, a U.S.
Regular battery from the Army of the
Cumberland’s crack artillery force is
represented. Historically, Yankee
cannoneers at Stones River pulled a
victory from near-sure defeat. Their
modern counterparts switch from blue
to Confederate grey and butternut at
Kennesaw Mountain and portray the

“long arm” of the Confederacy’s Army
of Tennessee—a welcomed change in
Dixie!

Certified NPS black powder

weapons supervisors serve as the
officers and noncoms. The gun crews,"

called detachments, are made up of
seasonal employees and the three
battlefield’s Volunteers-In-Parks.
Several of these cannoneers are
descendents of Union and Confederate
soldiers who fought here.

More than 50 participants dress, eat,
sleep and camp as the soldiers did.
The men spend 2 nights under the
canvas of Sibley wall and pup tents,
pitched behind the demonstration
area. Several wives, “camp followers,”
prepare meals over an open fire.

Of course the drawing card is the
cannons themselves. Three and
sometimes four pieces are employed.
After a great deal of investigation,
NPS curators decided blank
demonstration firing did the old
muzzle-loaders no harm, within a rigid
series of safety restrictions which are
followed to-the-letter by the black
powder supervisors. The original
pieces received approval for firing, and
the pride in care and maintenance
given to their century-old weapons by
the detachments is equal to any
military organization. There is a great
deal more to the demonstrations than
just fire and smoke.

Behind the line of cannons each gun
has an ammunition vehicle called a
limber, originally drawn by six horses.
And behind the limbers are the
supporting vehicles that also traveled
with battery (but usually stayed out of
combat range). Each gun and limber
has a caisson, which carried extra
chests of ammunition. A volunteer
blacksmith called an articifer works
from a portable military forge; he kept
the horses shod and maintained the
ironwork on the gun carriages. There
is also a battery wagon, carrying a
variety of tools, extra harness, spare
parts and other supplies. For the first
time in the 20th century, all types of
artillery vehicles were presented, with
the combining of manpower and
equipment of the three parks.

Vegetation
removal
by Boy Scouts

By Walter S. McMann
Resource Management Specialist
C&O Canal National Historical Park,
Md.-D.C.-W.Va.

This Spring, the Boy Scouts from the
Great Falls, Md., area of the C&O
Canal National Historical Park
participated in a project which has
eliminated the need to use chemical
pesticides in some areas of the park.

Vegetation in parks is, of course, a
welcomed natural feature, but when
vegetation begins to appear in
historical structures, it forewarns of
real problems. Growing roots can
quickly dislodge stone and brickwork.
On wooden structures, climbing
vegetation presents a haven for
wood-decaying organisms. There is no
question about the removal of the
vegetation. The question is how to
best accomplish this removal.

Unsatisfied with the suggestions
that herbicides be used on this
growth, the park called upon the
Seneca Chapter of the Order of the
Arrow Boy Scouts of America for
assistance. After an inspection of the
area, the group determined that the
vegetation could be removed by hand,
and on a rainy Saturday morning, 70
young men of the Order of the Arrow
set forth to eliminate the grass and
young plants growing in the crevices
of the park’s stone structures.

By afternoon, three locks, several
culverts, some stone walls and parts of
the Canal prism had been cleaned of
the threatening vegetation. The Canal
structures were now safe. As a result of
the Scouts’ efforts, potentially harmful
pesticides were not used.

Each Scout who participated was
awarded a certificate from the park
initiating him into the park’s newly
formed Order of the Peregrine given
to those whose efforts preclude the
use of pesticides on park lands. More
projects are planned throughout the
park. In the words of the project
leader for the Scouts, this effort “was
just the beginning of a long line of
Canal service projects.”



PINELANDS NR, N.J.—Secretary
Watt has approved a $2,950,000 grant
under the National Parks and
Recreation Act for the State of New
Jersey to purchase 5,400 acres in the
national reserve. New Jersey will
provide an additional $983,334 to
acquire land in the Oswego River area
adjacent to Wharton State Forest. The
land to be acquired supports a wide
diversity of threatened and
endangered plant and animal
species.Federal assistance for land
acquisition in the Pinelands now
stands at $11.2 million.

WIND CAVE NP, S. DAK.—Rankin
Ridge Trail, a 1-mile nature loop, has
been designated a National Recreation
Trail. The self-guiding trail offers 22
interpretive stops, including a fire
tower at the trail’s summit. This is the
seventh such trail so designated in
South Dakota. It joins the almost 700
other trails in its class nationwide. An
interpretive brochure, given to visitors,
discusses the relationship among the
ponderosa pines, prairie grasslands
and man’s developments. It also
depicts succession and describes the
geology and animal life of the region.

CARLSBAD CAVERNS NP, N.
MEX.—Winners of the 1982 art and
photography show held earlier this
spring have been announced by Area
Manager Larry Henderson. For
painting, Pat Beason won first place
with an oil of a raccoon; Ruby Faubion

took second place with an oil of Signal
Peak at dawn; Wilma Groom placed
third with an acrylic of El Capitan, and
Nora Robertson won fourth with a
water color of winter in the
Guadalupes. In photography, winners
were Margaret Gruschow, Lynn
Nymeyer, T. L. Ryan and Gerald
Bergh. Sixty-four artists entered 193
paintings and photographs for the
11th annual contest.

MESA VERDE NP,
COLO.—Petroglyph Point Trail, a
rugged 2-mile loop, has been
designated a National Recreation Trail.
The challenging hike introduces
visitors to the park’s largest and best
known group of Indian Petroglyphs.
The Indian artifacts date from the 7th
century and the trail offers excellent
views of Spruce and Navajo Canyons.
The 26th National Recreation Trail in
Colorado, it joins almost 700 others
nationwide.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MEM.
PKWY., VA.—A 2-hour parade
featuring the best high school bands in
the eastern U.S. was held May 8 as
part of the year-long celebration of
George Washington’s 250th birthday.
Following the parade, a 1-hour band
concert of patriotic and popular music
was presented at Mount Vernon. It
featured 13 bands from the 13 original
colonies, playing together in one big
band conducted by Col. Eugene W.
Allen, leader of the U.S. Army Band at
Fort Myer, Va.

Park Briefs

LOWELL NHP, MASS.—The
Market Mills, Lowell’s new, $12
million rehabilitation project, opened
to the public over the Memorial Day
weekend. A cooperative effort
between NPS and the private sector,
the complex contains the restored
Lowell Manufacturing Co., the park
visitor center complete with
multi-media show, an artists’
cooperative, “A Brush With History,”
food service and retail space and 300
apartments. The new complex will
operate on a summer schedule
through Oct. 11, as will the popular
canal trolley tour and barge trip.

THE MALL, D.C.—Ground was
broken this spring for a memorial to
veterans of the Vietnam War. More
than 120 combat veterans and
politicians lifted shovels to begin the
$6 million memorial. The V-shaped,
500-foot memorial is being built with
private funds and will enshrine the
names of each of the 57,692 dead and
missing in that conflict. Inscriptions
will also honor the 2.7 million who
served in Vietnam. The design for the
memorial was created by 22-year old
Yale University undergraduate Maya
Ying Lin. It is planned to dedicate the
memorial, Nov. 11, Veterans Day.

VALLEY FORGE NHP, PA.—Log
huts, which housed George
Washington'’s “life guard,” have been
fully restored for the summer season.
The “life guard,” consisting of two
officers and 56 men, was responsible

for guarding the headquarters, the
general’s person, his baggage and
papers. The park restoration crew has
made interior repairs and also
rechinked the fireplaces to improve
their restored appearance.

GRAND CANYON NP—A jointly
sponsored research-education program
will be conducted in the park this
summer. Northern Arizona University,
in cooperation with the Park Service
will allow qualified students to
participate in baseline ecological and
geological research studies within the
canyon while earning college credits.
The core of the program consists of an
intensive 5-week course entitled: “The
Biology and Geology of the Grand
Canyon and the Colorado River.” The
first 3 weeks includes a strenuous
schedule of lecture and laboratory
sessions that prepare participants for a
2-week river trip.

FORT DAVIS NHS, TEX.—This
spring, five members of the site’s staff
participated in a 30-mile cavalry ride
from the fort to the town of Alpine,
Tex., in conjunction with the town’s
centennial celebration. Riders were:
Superintendent Douglas C.
McChristian, Supervisory Park Ranger
John Sutton, Park Technician Allan
Morris and Volunteers Carl Rogers
and Jim Nelson. The five rode as
cavalrymen of the 1880s with full field
packs and uniforms. The next day
they marched in the centennial
parade.

STATUE OF LIBERTY/ELLIS
ISLANDS, N.Y.—President Reagan
and Secretary Watt have announced
formation of a 21-member commission
to assist the Government in carrying
out memorial restoration plans. Lee
laccocca, chairman of Chrysler Corp.,
will head the commission which is
made up of private individuals and
local officials. The Statue of
Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial
Commission will oversee repairs to the
Statue, which has suffered from too
much visitor use and corrosion, and
the restoration of Ellis Island which
has fallen into disrepair since it closed
as an immigration center in 1954. NPS
is seeking to develop the island into a
major visitor attraction with the
cooperation of the private sector. The
commission will seek to raise $100
million in private money to restore the
island.

CHICKASAW NRA,
OKLA.—Superintendent John D.
Linahan called out all his troops at
Lake of the Arbuckles to police the
area in the annual spring cleanup.
Twenty-five employees from rangers
to maintenancemen filled nine large
dumpsters with cans, bottles, tires, old
shoes and fishing gear in a 12-mile
“forced” hike around the lake.

’President Washington’
takes oath of office
in Lower Manhattan

Under bright sunlit skies and before
several hundred mid-day spectators,
General George Washington was
re-inaugurated as America’s first
President in April.

Ceremonies were held on the steps
of historic Federal Hall National
Memorial on Wall Street in lower
Manhattan, the site of our Nation’s
first capital, where the actual
inauguration took place 192 years ago.
Used in the 1982 re-enactment was the
actual Bible used by President
Washington in 1789 and by some of
his successors including Presidents
Harding, Eisenhower and Carter. The
Bible had been on display for the
month of April inside Federal Hall.

Re-enactment ceremonies are an
annual event at Federal Hall,
according to Manhattan Sites
Superintendent Duane Pearson, who
participated in the program and
welcomed the noontime guests which
included Wall Street area employees,
executives and tourists, and several
classes of school children.

Ceremonies were conducted by the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted
Masons of New York State. (General
Washington was a Mason.) In addition
to Masonic officials and
representatives of the Park Service the
Regimental Band from King’s Point
Merchant Marine Academy at Kings
Point, N.Y., performed the National
Anthem and songs of each branch of
the military service.

On permanent display inside
Federal Hall is the suit worn by
General Washington at his
inauguration 192 years ago. There are
also exhibits on the Bill of Rights and
Freedom of the Press.

Federal Hall is located on the site of
the original federal hall where John
Peter Zenger’s trial involving freedom
of the press was conducted in 1735;
where the Stamp Act Congress
convened in 1765; where the Second
Continental Congress met in 1785 and
where the Bill of Rights was written in
1789.

A New York ’'wilderness’

By Michael Malone
Park Ranger
Fire Island NS, N.Y.

In late 1980, the Fire Island
Wilderness Bill designated
approximately 1,480 acres of Fire
Island National Seashore N.Y., as part
of the National Wilderness system.

Isolated by the Great South Bay
from densely populated Long Island,
the wilderness holds within its
boundaries a unique diversity of
natural communities. A covering of
beach grass stabilizes the primary
dune with a spreading of underground
roots. Behind the dune line the swale
begins. Here beach grass mixes with
dense thickets of woody shrubs such
as rugose rose, beach plum, and the
ever present poison ivy. In spring this
thick network of vegetation provides
nesting and cover for a variety of
migratory birds. The scurried activities
and musical callings of the red-winged
blackbird, rufous-sided towhee, and
mourning dove bring new life to the
one time silence of winter. To the
patient observer the island wilderness
offers year-round habitat for the
white-tailed deer, red fox, eastern
cottontail, mink and numerous small
rodents. Searching further, select
species of reptiles and amphibians
may be located in the tight island
community.

No threatened or endangered
species are known to inhabit the area,
although the bald eagle and peregrine
falcon, both endangered, have
occasionally been observed at Fire
Island.

Moving further inland toward the
bay, clusters of pitch pine stand like
oases. Although they are the tallest
growth in the wilderness, the salt
spray coming from the ocean will
always prevent the conifers and other
trees from growing any higher than
the shelter of the secondary dunes.
Still, they provide welcome shade and
rest for the visitor in the heat and
humidity of summer.

A highly productive salt marsh
fringes the bay side of the wilderness.
The richness of life in this ecosystem is
rarely surpassed in the natural world.
It is a nursery to many marine species,
a home for fiddler crabs and meadow
voles and a feeding ground for

shorebirds, marsh hawks and
short-eared owls.

As the long days of summer grow
shorter and cool north winds blow a
warning of winter, the spectacular
migration of waterfowl wings its way
over the island. To the avid bird
watcher autumn also signals the
migration of a regal family of birds:
the raptors. A keen eye will be able to
identify sharp-shinned hawk, kestrel,
merlin, and if lucky the endangered
peregrine falcon. Midway in the
wilderness is Whalehouse Point.
During the late 1600s and early 1700s a
whaling station was kept in full time
operation by one of the earliest
European inhabitants, Isaac Stratford.
His crews, keeping warm by fires,
stood ready while lookouts with an
eye seaward watched for the spouting
of a whale. A cry of “whale out” sent
the whalers after the great pods of
cetaceans as they moved by offshore.

A life-saving station dating back to
the mid-1800s was also located at
Whalehouse Point. This was but one
of many volunteer stations set up
along the northeast coast to preserve
life and property from shipwrecks.
Upon hearing the cry of “ship ashore”
the volunteer surfmen would launch
their surfboats into the breakers in
hope of reaching a ship before it broke
up on the offshore sandbar and lives
were lost. In 1915 the U.S. Life-Saving
Service became the United States
Coast Guard.

Two visitor areas on opposite ends
of the wilderness, Watch Hill
(available by ferry) and Smith Point
(accessible by bridge), provide the
primary means of entry. In summer,
ranger naturalists introduce visitors via
guided walks to the natural and
cultural history of New York's first
and only National Wilderness.

The abundance of life and beauty
interwoven in the compact terrestrial
environment of the Fire Island
Wilderness makes it deserving of its
new designation. But to the visitor
from New York City or the urban
towns of Long Island there is probably
a different meaning behind the future
preservation and protection of this
stretch of sand. Henry Thoreau
summed it up best: “In wilderness is
the preservation of the world.”

President Reagan.

By Manny Strump
Public Affairs Officer
Gateway NRA, N.Y.

In 1928, Kenneth Lynch, then a
young metalworker from Manhattan,
was hired to repair leaks and loose
metal at the Statue of Liberty. While
working on Liberty Island, he found
the original tools which had been left
behind by the French workmen who
had assembled the Statue in 1886.

Although he tried to leave the tools
behind, he was ordered to take them
with him upon completion of the
several-month project in order to
receive final payment for his work.

Ken Lynch went on to gain an
international reputation as a metal
craftsman. Among his clients were the
Rockefellers, Cecil B. deMille for
whom he designed and created suits
of armor for the entire cast of a
Hollywood extravaganza, the Readers’
Digest, Chrysler Building in New York
City and many other well known and
lesser known individuals, families and
corporations.

Despite his fame and fortune,
however, Ken Lynch devoted half a
century to trying to give back to the
Federal Government the tools he had
found at the Statue of Liberty in 1928.
But repeated efforts failed. “We wrote
letters to almost everyone, including
the Army, which controlled Liberty
Island when [ worked there, the
Smithsonian Institution, Library of
Congress and others, but no one
wanted the tools,” Mr. Lynch notes
with a smile.

In the fall of 1981, the semi-retired
octogenarian saw on a TV news
program from his Wilton, Conn.
home, a news item about Iranian

Superintendent David Moffett (on left) presenting letter of appreciation to Kenneth Lynch from

students being escorted from the
Statue by Superintendent David
Moffitt.

This renewed his interest, and Mr.
Lynch promptly called Moffitt. Shortly
thereafter, members of the Statue staff,
accompanied by representatives of the
Park Service North Atlantic Regional
Office in Boston, visited Mr. Lynch
and trucked the tools for safekeeping
display at Liberty Island.

Not one to let a half-century effort
go unnoticed, Mr. Lynch sought and
received from Moffitt, permission to
help plan a formal ceremony at which
time the tools would be
donated—finally—to the Federal
government, and in early April, the
celebration was held.

Among those participating were
Regional Director Herbert S. Cables
Jr., Moffitt, Lt. Gen Bernhard
Mittemyer, Surgeon General of the
Army, and representatives of the
metalcraft industry. Highlight of the
program was the appointment of Mr.
Lynch as an honarary Park Ranger and
the reading by Moffitt of a personal
letter of appreciation to Mr. Lynch
from President Reagan.

The tools are on permanent display
at the base of the Statue. According to
the donater, the tools have a value of
close to $10,000. “But heck. What's a
man of my age going to do with
$10,000? I've waited and tried too long
to give the tools to the rightful owner
and I'm proud that future generations
will be able to see the crude tools used
to create the Statue of Liberty. Perhaps
they’ll gain a better understanding of
the metalcraft industry and a better
appreciation of the magnificent
monument in New York Harbor.”






